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▲ Student using the cell phone lock bag

By CHRIS DRIVER
Baptist Progress Editor

Back to school always comes with new rules, expectations and 
experiences for students. Each year it is almost always a new grade and 
new teachers. Sometimes it is a new school or campus. But this year 
Texas students are all adjusting to several new laws that are impacting 
them in more personal ways than ever before. 

The 2025-2026 Texas school year got underway in August with 
many new laws directly affecting a wide variety of issues ranging 
from religious displays, school safety and nutrition, parental access to 
library content, curriculum and student use of personal communication 
devices. Two in particular are garnering much national attention and 
disagreement: House Bill 1481 and Senate Bill 10.

House Bill 1481 is undoubtedly the most talked-about and heavily 
debated new law because it dramatically impacts the students so 
personally. The bill prohibits the use of all personal communication 
devices by students during the school day while on campus. The ban 
includes cell phones, smart watches and all similar devices. Each district 
is tasked with adopting written policies concerning how to enforce the 
law as well as discipline for violations of the law by September 18.

Enforcing the ban has produced a wide variety of creative solutions. 
The most notable solution comes in the form of a cell phone lock bag 
where students are given secure bags to place their devices in that is 
locked and secured by a code and unlocked by staff at the end of the day. 
So far, it seems that there is no perfect solution, and it will continue to be 
a work in progress.

Perhaps the most controversial new law comes in the form of Senate 
Bill 10 which mandates every classroom display the Ten Commandments 
in the form of a poster at least 16 inches wide and 20 inches tall. While 
obviously embraced and celebrated by Christians and most conservatives, 
the bill has already come under attack by the American Civil Liberties 
Union (ACLU) and other civil rights groups arguing it is a violation 
of the Constitution. The ACLU has filed a federal lawsuit challenging 
its constitutionality and it has already been blocked in several school 
districts following a recent federal court decision. Needless to say, that 
fight will continue.

Several other bills were passed that are meant to challenge and 
secure controversial curriculum and programs in schools. Senate Bill 
12 bans diversity, equity, and inclusion (DEI) programs in public 
schools and restricts instruction on topics such as gender identity and 
sexual orientation. House Bill 229 defines “man” and “woman” based 
on biological sex for all state records which would include school 
documents. The social and spiritual implications for these bills are 
obviously meaningful.

What does all this ultimately mean for Texas students? Time will tell. 
But the fact that our lawmakers are attempting to address these difficult 
and controversial issues in a way that honors God and makes the social 
and spiritual safety of our students a priority gives us hope that this 
school year might be the start of better and safer times for Texas students. 
Let’s commit to pray for the students and faculty in our Texas public 
schools this school year.

Texas students head back to school with new laws

▲ The Ten Commandments will be displayed in classrooms
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A Work In Pr   gress

Union Hill Baptist Church in Brownsboro is home to some of 
the most welcoming and loving people you will ever meet. And 
like many churches, when folks come to join the church, they are 
presented to the church and the body is invited to come down and 
shake their hands, hug their necks and welcome them to the family.

But at Union Hill, that is not the only special blessing waiting for 
new members. Waiting patiently in line for her turn to greet her new 
family member will be one of the sweetest people you will ever meet 
on this earth. 

When this sweet lady finally gets her turn, she will bring a great 
big hug and a great big smile. However, that will not be the last 
thing she gives. Sooner or later, new members of the Union Hill 
family will get a very special blessing in the mail with a return label 
marked “Church Family Ministry” containing a card inside from their 
“church friend, Angela.”

For almost 15 years, Angela Northcutt – loving known to most as 
Miss Angie – has been sending cards to her church family. It might 
be a well-timed “Happy birthday,” “Get well soon”, “Praying for 
you”, or a God-inspired “Thinking of you” but when it is opened the 
recipient will know they have been remembered and they will know 
they are loved.

“God helps me make people feel good.” That is Angie’s simple 
motivation for her ministry. Being born with Down’s Syndrome 
has not stopped Angie from knowing, loving and serving Jesus 
throughout her life.

“She was two weeks old the first time we took her to church. She 
has literally been in church her whole life,” explains her mother, Nita 
Sargent. Angie’s dad, Clayton Northcutt, had been a long time BMA 
pastor before he passed away in 1997.

“Angela used to go with Clayton to the church and find ways to 
serve and things to do around the church,” Nita recalls. “When she 
got older, she loved to sing. But she eventually started losing her 
voice and couldn’t sing anymore so I told her there are other ways she 
could bless people.”

That’s when Angie started sending cards. “Everyone needs 
encouragement and needs to be seen and missed,” says Nita. So, 
Angie began listening and writing down those mentioned at prayer 
meetings. She also began asking for birthdays from the members. It 
did not take long for her list to grow and her impact with it.

Over the last 15 years, Angie has sent 8-10 birthday and get-well 
cards almost every week. During the Christmas holidays, Angie will 
send out over 150 cards to church family and friends. According 

to Nita,  there are 
some years Angie 
will touch more than 
1,000 lives with a 
personal ized card 
that often comes at 
just the right time in 
someone’s life. 

W h e n  a s k e d 
about Angie and her 
ministry at  Union 
Hill, Christie Burton, 
wife of pastor Preston 
Bur ton ,  expla ins , 
“True encouragement 
c o m e s  f r o m  a 
servant’s heart that 
is rooted in faith and 
focused on God’s 
will. This is Angie. 
Her desire to serve 
the Lord through her card ministry has been a joy for me and my 
family as well as for our church family.”

Christie goes on to say about Angie, “Her encouragement always 
seems to come at just the time I have needed it the most. She is a 
faithful servant of the Lord and I am so thankful to call Angie my 
friend.” 

A ministry like Angie’s takes a lot of dedication and organization, 
and Angie definitely has both. In the corner of her room is a neat and 
tidy, well-organized desk complete with a tower of assorted cards 
ready to be called into action at a moment’s notice. In one drawer you 
will find a stack of return labels and in another you will find multiple 
rolls of stamps. Pinned to her bulletin board is a list of birthdays 
for that month that is lovingly provided by Union Hill’s children’s 
director, Hannah Dingler. Angie’s 15 years of loving commitment to 
sending these cards has resulted in a system that runs like a well-oiled 
machine. 

Angie’s card ministry has now become a special part of the overall 
ministry at Union Hill. New members who receive their first card 
from Angie will often make a special effort to find and thank Angie 
for her unexpected blessing and those who have been blessed for 
years by her thoughtfulness love to return the favor.

“Sometimes people send me cards to tell me thank you for my 
card.” Angie beams, “I like it when they send me cards.”

One such card came in the mail just recently from her beloved 
pastor and his family who had been on vacation. They took the time 
to send her a special postcard and note signed by the whole Burton 
family. Angie glows with pride as she holds it as one of her most 
prized possessions.

That’s not the only way people bless Angie and her ministry. Nita 
describes how people will often give her packs of cards they do not 
use or buy her books of stamps to help with her ministry in response 
to a card they received ‘at just the right time’. The postmaster in 
Brownsboro just recently gave her a bunch of cards they had around 
the office they were not using. 

“People know about her ministry and love to help her keep it 
going,” Nita gratefully explains.

Angie has even begun to expand her ministry by getting others 
involved. During Wednesday night game nights at Union Hill, you 

Your church friend, Angela
By CHRIS DRIVER
Baptist Progress Editor

▲ Angie and Nita

▲ Angie’s cards and calendar

YOUR CHURCH FRIEND continued on p. 11

Ministry Spotlight: Your church friend, Angela
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▲ Brad Holcomb 

▲ Brad Cauley▲ Chris Mindi

By HEITH MITCHELL

A word from your Missions Office

BMA TX MISSIONS continued on p. 6

▲ Haitao He

It is the season for all 25 of the local BMA associations 
to have their annual meetings. I look forward to seeing so 
many of you at these meetings. The overlap means that it isn't 
possible to be at all of them every year. I want to encourage 
you to attend your local association. I want to encourage the 
many churches outside of a local fellowship to try one out 
near you.

I want to challenge each of us with the truth that churches 
fellowshipping together is so important for health. It is good 
to learn from each other and sharpen one another. Exposure 
to our differences between churches makes us better. In times 
of hardship these relationships are so valuable.

Maybe your local association is not currently the best 
fellowship. I want to challenge that in Christ it can be 
amazing and impactful. Get involved and help change the 
course. We have seen that the associations that engage 
missions together, serve and encourage each other and 
practice regular loving fellowship are healthy and add to the 
health of each local church.

I hope to see you on the association trail.

A word from your missionaries:
BRAD HOLCOMB—
REDEMPTION HILL FT. WORTH        
BRAD@REDEMPTIONHILLFW.ORG

Redemption Hill is healthy 
by God's grace. The Lord is 
growing us every year both 
in the quality and quantity 
of disciples of Jesus. We 
installed more new members 
this month than ever before, 
and some of those are already 
leadership quality folks. My 
wife Sydney and I are hosting our group leaders once a month 
at the house for in-depth discipleship in hopes that our groups 
become healthier, more Jesus centered, more neighborly 
focused and evangelistic and eventually a new church plant 
comes from this. Thank you for your prayers and support.

Prayer Needs:
Please pray that my family and I continue to pursue Jesus 

together amidst a busy ministry season.

CHRIS MINDI—
ANCHOR, AUSTIN 
MISSION IN LEANDER  
CHRIS.MINDI@BMATS.
EDU

P r a i s e  G o d !  A n c h o r 
Aus t in  mis s ion  he re  in 
Georgetown is growing in a 
healthy way, teaching God's 
Word, discipling committed 

individuals, developing leaders and building environments to 
meet more people and evangelize.

Prayer Needs:
Pray that God would bless with more new families to be 

a part of this mission that God is leading at Anchor Austin. 
God is doing amazing things here at Anchor Austin. We are 
excited to see new milestones reached and healthy challenges 
in our leadership as we look forward to serving God in a 
mighty way in Georgetown and the surrounding areas.

JOSE GIL—
PROYECTO MISIONERO "LIDIA"—SPRING  
JOSEDARIO.GIL@GMAIL.COM

We started a series of Bible 
studies in the Conroe cell 
group. The objective is to 
equip them with a healthy 
foundation in the faith to 
multiply the gospel. We began 
with nine, but last week we 
gathered 14.

Prayer Needs:
Please pray for my health as sometimes an old weakness 

in my cardiovascular system shows up.

HAITAO HE—
FREE SALVATION BIBLE MISSION—CORPUS CHRISTI     
HAITAO.HE@BMATS.EDU

This month, our prayer 
meeting was blessed with a 
lady from Ghana who joined 
us for the very first time. Her 
presence was a wonderful 
reminder of how God is 
drawing people from different 
places into fellowship with 
Him. We were encouraged by 
her openness and the joy of welcoming her into our group.

Prayer Needs:
Please pray for more people to join our prayer meeting.

BRAD CAULEY—
CEDAR PARK MISSION 
BRAD@RT-CHURCH.ORG

God continues to bless our 
teams as they build rhythms 
of sharing Jesus. Our Sunday 
evening group is preparing 
to transition from a Bible 
study to official house church 
with many members already 

leading others to Christ. Our Sunday morning house church 
is continuing to grow deeper together and make great steps in 
reaching others with the gospel.

This has been a good summer for ministry with our church 
having members serve overseas, build relationships and serve 
lower income communities through a VBS partnership with 
another church, discipling interns with a partner missions 
ministry and investing in refugees through area ministries.

Prayer Needs:
Please pray for our transition to house church, for our 

leadership development and for our members to continue 
sharing Jesus in relevant and life-giving ways.

▲ Jose Gil

▲ Young and old worship our King

▲ House church breakfast with multiple generations and nationalities

▲ House church breakfast with multiple generations and nationalities
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By JASON CURRY
As we step into a brand-new fiscal year, I cannot help but 

pause and say thank you. Our churches have stood with us 
from the very beginning, and because of your faithfulness, 
children’s lives are being changed every single day.

When I look back, one thing stands out: our staff’s 
commitment. They do not have to work at TBHC, yet they 
show up day after day, giving their lives away to glorify God 
by caring for children. Their investment mirrors yours—
sacrificial, steadfast and rooted in love.

Looking ahead, I am excited about expansion. We are 
opening doors to serve more kids in your communities, your 
neighborhoods, your backyards. This is not just growth; it is 
survival. Without expansion, we cease to exist. With it, the 
future is bright for children who need hope and healing.

Can you put a price tag on your gift? I cannot. How do 
you measure the value of a young man walking through our 
doors, offering a firm handshake, saying, “Sir, I came to see 
if you need a roof repaired. Oh, and by the way, my name is 
on the Trees of Love—I was adopted here.” That is the fruit 
of your generosity.

As we begin this new fiscal year, I need to ask for 
something bold: pray for families to rise up. Financial gifts 
matter, but opening your home to a child is life changing. It is 
a courageous “yes.” 

And as Proverbs 31:8 (NKJV) reminds us: “Open 
your mouth for the speechless, in the cause of all who are 
appointed to die.”

These children cannot speak for themselves—but you can. 

Help us give boys and girls courageous voices in adulthood. 
To know their identity is found in belonging to Jesus.

This is the year to challenge your church: care for kids in 
your neighborhood who need a place to call home. When you 
answer that call, you step into the very heart of God’s will. 
Thank you for letting us stand with you to accomplish the 
church’s mission. Let us make this year one of bold faith and 
action—together.

Jason Curry is the president of the Texas Baptist 
Home for Children. Contact him at 629 Farley St, 
Waxahachie, Texas 75165, 972-937-1321 or jcurry@
tbhc.org. For more information, visit www.tbhc.org.

Your priceless gifts

An Expression of Everlasting Love
Many of our friends choose to honor or remember a family 
member, a friend or an associate with a gift for the children 
of the Baptist Home. Texas Baptist Home for Children, 
in turn, notifies the appropriate person. Listed in capital 
letters are those honored or remembered from Aug. 1-31, 
2025.

ENDOWMENTS
MYRA STOKES: Bill Stokes

HONORARIUMS
GOD ALMIGHTY: Karen Anglin
PALMER ANDERSON: James Anderson
HOLLIN ANDERSON: James Anderson
MR. & MRS. JOSH ROSS: Johnnie & Leon Ross
SILAS ROSS: Johnnie & Leon Ross

MEMORIALS
CT BAIRD: Charles & Charlotte Johnson
AL BYERS: James & Chyrel Stafford
HARVEY LEE CARTER: Norma Lyle
CECIL DOWNEY: Carlie Downey
JT GOEBEL: Judy Goebel
PAUL HERMAN: Fay Baker 
MARY LEMLEY: Fay Baker 
JACK LOYD: Rosewood Baptist Church, Gilmer 
ROSS MARIS: Andy & Nell McCuistion
SARAH MYERS: Charles & Charlotte Johnson; Rosewood 
Baptist Church, Gilmer
VIKKI ODOM: Jack & Janet Scott; Mike Grant; Andy & Nell 
McCuistion; Charles & Charlotte Johnson; Joanna Noggle; 
Neva McLaughlin
CHLOE REED: Fay Baker 
SHIRLEY RICHIE:  Mt. Pisgah Baptist Church, Mineola
NORMAN SAMFORD:  Temple Baptist Church, Mexia
CODY SCHENKEL: Pecan Baptist Church Sunday School, 
Robert Lee
DAN SHELLITO: Virginia Hopkins
PAULINE SHIRLEY:  Charles Sebring
BETTY WILSON: CD Capers; Shirley Bennett; Whitney 
Smith; Ray & Gayle Currie
LANELL YEATS: Kathy Burchfield
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Answered Prayers: Jacksonville College 
Celebrates Record Enrollment

Last spring, our Dean of Students, Shawn Moore, called 
on the Jacksonville College community to join a 20-day 
prayer challenge focused on Fall 2025 enrollment growth. 
Today, we are thrilled to report: the Lord has answered in a 
powerful way! 

Thanks to your faithful prayers and unwavering support, 
Jacksonville College is experiencing record-breaking 
enrollment this fall. Our total enrollment has reached 683 
students—the highest in our history. 

Here are just a few highlights of this exciting growth: 
Traditional Students: Enrollment has grown from 191 last 

fall to 312 this year—an increase of 121 students. 
International Students: We have welcomed 27 international 

students, up from 20 last year. 
JC Singers: Participation in the JC Singers has grown from 

10 to 13 students, enriching our campus worship ministry. 

Student Housing: On-campus housing has expanded 
from 121 to 196 students, marking a 75-student increase. 

As fall approached, applications for housing surged 
bringing us a new kind of challenge: more students than 
beds! In this moment of need, the Lord once again provided. 
We are deeply grateful to Jason Prewitt and Daniel Springs 
Baptist Camp, who generously loaned us 17 bunk beds at a 
moment’s notice. Thanks to their kindness, and the tireless 
efforts of our outstanding maintenance team, the beds were 
picked up, delivered and set up for students all in a single 
day. 

We give thanks to God for His provision, and to each 
of you for being part of this journey through your prayers, 
support and generosity. The future at Jacksonville College 
is bright, and we are excited to see how God continues to 
move in the lives of our students.

By ASHLEY BRISTOW
Assistant to Jacksonville College President

▲ Packed bleachers at Fall 2025 Orientation 

Our fall seasons are off to a great start with soccer, 
E-sports and cross country already having competitions.

The Jaguar men’s soccer team is currently 1-2 in 
conference with a recent victory over Texas Southmost 
College. The women’s team is 1-1 in conference and took 
down the Texas Southmost team as well. 

The women’s cross-country team had a good opening 
meet at UT Tyler by beating several four-year colleges 
with JC runner Ria Torres finishing 12th out of 88 
athletes. On the men’s side, Gavriel Rodriguez finished 
25th and Corbin Garcia finished 27th out of 124 athletes 
propelling the Jaguar team over several four-year 
colleges.  

The E-sports team is currently competing in Super 
Smash Bothers, Rocket League, EA Sports FC 2026 and 
Madden NFL 2026. 

The Jacksonville College golf, tennis, and track and 
field teams will begin competitions soon. The golf team 
starts competition on Sept 8 at the Energy Weldfab 
Tempest Intercollegiate tournament with the tennis team 
opening up against Austin College on Sept 20 and track 
and field starting their season at Houston University on 
Jan 10, 2026.

We are very thankful and proud of our athletes 
and coaches who represent Jacksonville College by 
competing with passion and excellence. It’s going to be a 
great year to be a Jaguar!

Jaguar athletics are 
making their mark
By JACOB ROWLAND
Jacksonville College Athletic Director
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When a congregation grows and/or decides to relocate and finds 
itself embarking on building new facilities, it is an exciting time. 
Steps to follow throughout the construction process are below: 

STEP ONE: Begin with prayer. Start by praying for guidance 
and direction for the project, asking God to make His will known 
and to provide the guidance needed to undertake and complete the 
project. 

STEP TWO: Communicate the vision. Clearly articulate the 
mission and purpose of the new building, including the needs it will 
address and the vision for future ministry. 

STEP THREE: Establish a financial plan. A clear financial 
plan is vital. Determine the overall costs and create a realistic 
financial plan that accounts for construction, fees, furniture, fixtures 
and equipment. Decide if the church will raise the funds or explore 
various funding sources for the project. Keep in mind that the 
Baptist Missionary Loan Association exists to provide loans to 
churches that are building with competitive rates, minimal closing 
costs, no required downpayment and a seamless process all the way 
to closing. 

STEP FOUR: Form a building committee. A diverse group of 
interested and involved members to make decisions throughout the 
process is necessary. No pastor or one church staff member should 
be burdened with having to make such decisions alone. However, it 
is important that the building committee seek the leadership of the 
pastor as he is the overseer of the church. It is the pastor whom God 
has called to lead the church. 

STEP FIVE: Call in the experts. Securing an experienced 
architect, contractor and/or builder with expertise in church design 
and construction will ensure desired needs are met.  

STEP SIX: Develop a plan. The pastor, church staff, building 
committee and experts should create a long-term plan that considers 
the church’s current needs and future growth without compromising 
future expansion. 

STEP SEVEN: Design the building. Collaborate with the 
secured experts to design a facility that supports the church’s 
worship, community outreach and ministry. 

STEP EIGHT: Start building. Have the appropriate person or 
persons oversee the construction process, ensuring it runs smoothly 
and stays on schedule. 

STEP NINE: Complete the project. Finish the building’s 
interior and exterior to the church’s liking.

STEP TEN: Celebrate. It is the Lord who will have guided the 
entire process, so celebrate the completion by praising and thanking 
Him, and measure the impact the new facility will make on the 
community.

The director and staff of the Baptist Missionary Loan Association 
stand ready to assist your church in building new facilities, 
remodeling existing facilities and/or refinancing current loans. 
Contact the Baptist Missionary Loan Association at 972-923-0758, 
or contact Director Jerry Fulton at jerry@bmatexas.org.

Where to begin when under-
going a church 
building project
By JERRY FULTON

Jerry Fulton is the director of the Baptist 
Missionary Loan Association. Contact him 
at P.O. Box 425, Waxahachie, Texas 75168, 
972-923-0758 or jerry@bmatexas.org.

BMA Texas Missions cont.

BMA TX MISSIONS continued on p. 13

RUDY VILLAREAL—
HOMETOWN CHURCH MISSION IN HELOTES     
RVILLARREAL1@GMAIL.COM

We are still getting visitors 
and more potential growth. 
Our people are growing in the 
Lord and showing a hunger 
for His Word as we preach 
through the Book of Daniel.

Prayer Needs:
Please pray that some of 

these visitors come to know the Lord and are baptized. 
Another prayer is for our fall festival on Oct. 26.  Pray that 
we get to connect with several new families and that it is a 
success.

JOSE TORRES—
IGLESIA NUEVA VIDE EN CRISTO—TYLER      
JOSETORRES@GMAIL.COM

Iglesia Nueva Vida en 
Cristo of Tyler is sharing 
the gospel by handing out 
tracts every week. We give 
out five tracts to each person 
every Sunday so that they can 
share the gospel with friends, 
family, co-workers, neighbors 
and people in the grocery 
stores. We always have more available in case they want 
to take more but we have a commitment of each to share at 
least five tracts per week. They then share their experiences 
the following Sunday. It is awesome to hear some say that 
they intentionally go places to give out their tracts and talk 
to people about Christ. We have been encouraging this and 
taking them to do so ourselves, but it excites us that they are 
doing so of their own initiative. I have also felt encouraged 
by the recommendations and prayers of some of our strong 
believers who have had pastoral and missionary ministries 
in the past. Suddenly, I feel that my preaching is becoming 
bolder, and I know it is because of those two factors. We are 
blessed to have these wonderful and experienced servants 
among us.

Prayer Needs:
Please pray for more people in our groups to obey the 

Lord and be baptized.
                              

KEVIN WILLIAMS—
PORT ARTHUR MISSION    
MR.WILLIAMSP121@GMAIL.COM

This past Sunday we had 
a special time as a church 
plant as we celebrated our first 
baptism. This was a special 
time for our family as well 
as it was our youngest son, 
Gabrial, who was baptized. 
We held the celebration at our 
house and he was baptized in 
our pool. We used the opportunity to invite some friends over 

▲ Rudy Villareal

▲ Jose Torres

▲ Raydel’s drawing

▲ Natividad participating during worship

▲ Bible Study with Natividad & Carmen

▲ August Birthdays

▲ Kevin Williams
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By Angela Rice
Coordinator of Short-term Missions
bmaglobal.org

Opening Doors for Church Growth

When we think about 
mission work, it’s easy 
to imagine faraway 
places, long-term 

commitments, and a select few called to the 

every follower of Christ has a part to play 
in the Great Commission—and short-term 

participate in God’s work around the world.
Short-term missions is more than 

strategic, and deeply impactful—both 
for the communities we serve and for 
the individuals who go. At BMA Global, 
our short-term teams are not just sent to 
do projects and return home. We work 
alongside local pastors and missionaries on 
the ground, building bridges that lead to 
lasting relationships and long-term ministry 
growth.

A Strategic Partnership for the Gospel
One of the unique aspects of BMA 

Global’s approach is our commitment 
to partnership. We don’t just drop into a 
location for a one-time event. Every short-
term mission is coordinated with local 
church leaders and missionaries who are 
already faithfully serving their communities. 

people during events planned around the 
short-term team’s visit, whether it’s a medical 
clinic, kids camp, youth outreach, sports 
event, or community project.

missionary continues the mission by following up with new contacts, planting seeds of the 
gospel, and nurturing the relationships that began during the week. In this way, short-term 
missions act as a catalyst for church growth and church planting, helping the local church 

Serving on a short-term mission trip is a transformative experience. It gives 
individuals a front-row seat to God’s work through our BMA churches around the world. 
You’re not just hearing stories; you’re part of the story. You worship with believers from 

how God is moving in communities across the globe.

Some return home with a new sense of purpose, choosing to pray more earnestly, give 
more generously, or serve more faithfully. Others feel a call to go again—or even to serve 

anticipate.
I’ve had the privilege of serving on many short-term teams. And every time, I am 

churches strengthened, and new works planted. But I’ve also seen team members—young 
and old—come back with renewed faith, greater compassion, and a deeper commitment to 
the mission of God.

You Have a Role to Play

willing heart and a desire to serve.
By joining a short-term mission team with BMA Global, you step into a story that is 

bigger than yourself. You become part of something eternal. And as you serve others, you’ll 

So, are you ready to say yes?
Let God use your feet to walk into new places. Let Him use your hands to serve others. 

Let Him use your heart to share His love. Short-term missions open the door—for church 
growth, for new churches to be planted, and for your own faith to grow in ways you never 
imagined.
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Short Term Mission, Long Term Vision
By Luis Ortega
Costa Rica
bmaglobal.org

Every year Costa Rica hosts many teams from various Christian associations 
and organizations from the United States that may come with good intentions 
but unhealthy practices that could potentially hinder the spread of the gospel 
and church spiritual growth locally. What if the national partner has a major 

role in either avoiding or allowing this situation? Allow me to elaborate…

VSM teams will do throughout their trip here, as well as the churches, local leaders and 
pastors they work with. My vision and goal is to see the Costa Rican churches growing 
in greater health and the US teams to walk more toward deeper and healthier missions 
engagement.

In some instances, there have been pastors and leaders that have become accustomed 
to only receiving money, resources, and labor from the U.S. teams without being able to 

wait for a US team to come and do evangelism for them, or give money to them for a 
church building improvement without putting in the work themselves.

As a national partner, it is my job to ensure that the work done on short-term mis-
sion trips is done with our long-term goal in mind. In my approach, I always make sure 
the pastors understand that in order to host a team they must agree to work alongside the 
team, and even have their church members to try to outwork the team instead of making 
the team Take over and do everything for them. We have been able to step-by-step have 
more local leaders and church members get involved with the U.S. team members and work 
together hand by hand and form better relationships with each other.

American countries, people are not as time oriented and things can always change. Even 
though they come to the 
most beautiful country in 
the whole American conti-
nent, mission trips here are 
not vacations, so they must 
be ready to listen and act as 
needed.

It is through Vacation 
Bible Schools, Sports Mini 
Camps, Bible Studies in 
Small Groups or even just 
having fellowship over a 

encourage a church planter 
and his family to faithfully 
continue the work God 
called them to do, that I 
have been able to see good 
changes in how Costa Rican 
pastors and leaders do 
ministry.

My aim is to spark a 
positive impact on both 

is much bigger than one 
mission trip to Costa Rica 
or any other country, this 
could mean one step closer 
to new missionaries, new 
leaders, to reaching ethnic 
groups that have not heard 
of the name of Jesus, and 
one step closer to doing 
healthier missions through 
healthier Ministries.

more information or would 
be interested in experienc-

a team in the near future, 
you can contact Angela 
Rice at angela@bmaglobal.
org for further details.
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By Gary Longstaff
Pastor of Grandview Baptist Church

Here and There: A Vision for Missions

As pastors, most of us know what it’s like to 
balance income and expenses. But when it 
comes to missions, how do we see it—an 
expense or an investment?

I imagine most of us would quickly say “investment,” but 

tell our congregations, “You can’t outgive God” when it comes 
to supporting our local church. But do we live by that same 
principle when giving to missions and other worthy ministries?

For me, I’ve never viewed giving to missions as an expense, 

can’t outgive God.
About a year ago, I felt burdened to lead our church to 

increase our missions giving from the general fund from 10% to 

blessed that decision in every way.

of the BMA Missions Advisory Board, the Lord impressed on 
my heart to send $100 to each of our 17 (at the time) North 
American church planters. But almost immediately, I thought, 
Why not $1,000?

When I returned home, I presented the idea to the church. 
It passed quickly, and $17,000 was sent just in time for holiday 
and year-end needs.

Around that same time, our church also became involved 

Zambia. When Mickeal and Sharon visited near the end of the 

dollars short of the goal. Without hesitation, someone suggested 

to God be the glory!
As more details about their building project emerged, we 

learned of their need for skilled help, especially with electrical 
wiring and installation. Jacob, a young man in our church who was about to graduate with 
an associate degree as an Electrical Technician, approached me and said, “Maybe I could 
help.” When he spoke with Mickeal, he learned the primary power source for the buildings 
would be solar—and Jacob had just completed a full semester on solar installation. Clearly, 
God had a plan! In just a few weeks, our church will send Jacob to Zambia to help with the 
project.

a BMA missionary care team in August 2023 to Poland, the Czech Republic, and Germany. 
Meeting faithful servants from Ukraine–men and their families who chose to stay and 

Last year, we also sent a team to Nicaragua to serve with Bro. Oscar and Tamy Gaitán, 
focusing especially on their children’s ministries. Every team member came home with a 
“never be the same” attitude.

Now, as I write this, our church is preparing to increase missions giving once again, 

traditionally given to missions.

and church leaders as much as anyone else.
And when we do, God moves.
Along with increased giving, our church has experienced revival, a renewed excitement 

for what God can do when His people work together with one heart. He has blessed us with 
new believers and new members.

• 
following Him in baptism.

• 
salvation.

• And a man in his 50s, faithful in church for years, but never certain of his 
salvation, until the Lord saved him that very morning before the service began.

Sending the gospel around the world produces fruit at home as well.

Missions is not “here or there.” 

Missions is both here and there.



10 | September 2025

By Emily Brantley
Lifeword
lifeword.org

The Internet as Today’s Mission Field

When Lifeword began in 1965, our voice traveled the airwaves, reaching 
people with the hope of Jesus through radio broadcasts. At the time, 

we used it to its fullest, believing that no matter the tool, the message 
must be clear: Jesus saves. Over the decades, the tools have changed. We’ve embraced print. 

proclaiming the gospel through the internet and social media.

Why? 
Because that’s where people are.

not just a place of 
entertainment or 
information—it’s a 
culture, a community, 
and for millions around 
the world, a constant 
companion. Nearly 5 
billion people are online. 
Social media alone draws 
billions daily, and many 
of them are searching. 

need hope, peace, truth—
and the good news of 
Jesus Christ.

Lifeword sees the 
internet and social media 
not as distractions to 
avoid, but as a mission 

We’ve devoted our time, 
energy, and resources to 
stepping into that space—
not just to be present, 
but to be purposeful. 

videos, devotionals, 
podcasts, and culturally 
relevant content in over 
170 languages, we are 
telling the story of Jesus 
in the very places people 
scroll, stream, and search.

assignment. But like 
radio and television 
before it, it may not 
be our forever home. 
Technology will evolve. 

vision never will.
Lifeword’s long-term vision has always been clear: use every available tool to make 

Jesus known. Whether through static radio waves, printed pages, glowing screens, or 
tomorrow’s innovation, we are committed to going where people are and speaking the 
truth they need.

Today, it’s the internet. Tomorrow, it might be something we can’t even imagine yet. 

changes with the tools that do.
Short-term mission. Long-term vision. Lifeword remains faithful to both.
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In my role as the bookkeeper here at the seminary, I have the 
opportunity to participate in registration each semester, and I must 
say, Fall 2025 has been exciting. With 102 willing harvesters 
preparing for their missions, we are seeing a 39 percent increase 
in enrollment from Fall 2024 to Fall 2025. This increase is due to 
an in-house initiative and an effort by members of the BMA who 
encouraged young men to pursue biblical education at the seminary. 
We are grateful to all those who have helped us reach new students, 
but most importantly, we are thankful for God’s provision in 
allowing us to continue to fulfill our mission through the students He 
has brought to us.

Numbers are important, but they do not tell the whole story. 
The seminary continues to reach beyond its traditional classrooms 
to fulfill the missional emphasis of the BMA by educating harvest 
workers worldwide. This chart shows the home countries of our 
students:

Of these 102 harvest workers, 52 are on full or partial scholarship. 
Established scholarship funds provide for 19 of these students for a 
total of $24,750, but the remaining 32 students are considered 
unfunded, meaning that although they have proven their need and 
have exemplified a desire to pursue their education, they do not 
match the criteria for any of the funds we have available. Of the 
unfunded students, the vast majority are international students who 
seek to grow in knowledge so they can share the gospel in their 
home countries. If the $26,650 of funding does not come through for 
the remaining students, the funds will be taken from the seminary’s 
operating funds, which are intended to pay salaries, utilities, 
maintenance, computer-related expenses and other expenses.

How can you help? First and most importantly, please pray 
for the seminary as we teach right doctrine and equip harvesters 
with godly toolkits. Seminary is not an easy undertaking, but it is 
worthwhile, so pray also for the harvesters and their families during 
this time of training. If you know of young men who are called to 
ministry, would you consider sending them our way? Even though 
we had a robust enrollment, we have room for many more students. 
Finally, you may feel led to help financially to ensure we are able 
to continue to educate students going forward at low or no cost to 
themselves.

We are eminently grateful for God’s provision. We see it every 
day and we know that as we seek to do God’s will in our work, He 
will continue to provide for us and for our students. In meetings at 
the seminary, the phrase that comes up over and over is the “harvest 
is great and the harvest workers are few.”  We are keenly aware of 
our place in training up future harvest workers and we know that 
God does not assign a mission without providing the means to 
accomplish it.

By MELINA BAKER 
BMA Theological Seminary Bookkeeper

Preparing Harvest 
Workers for the Harvest

By HEIDI SORRELLS
BMA of America Church Strategy and Training

Pastors, church leaders, and spouses—we know ministry 
can be rewarding, but it can also be exhausting, isolating 
and sometimes pretty relentless.  If you’re feeling tired, 
overwhelmed, or simply in need of a fresh wind  and some 
fellowship, we want to personally invite you and your spouse 
to step away for a few days at  the  ReCharge Leadership 
Retreat, Sept 29-Oct 1. Hosted by Healthy Church Solutions, 
your BMA church and leader health ministry, this retreat is 
designed to give pastors and ministry leaders space to breathe 
again to refocus, and care for your soul and marriage. All of 
this is done alongside others who truly understand the joys 
and challenges of leadership. ReCharge is a small conference 
with you in mind! We create space for deeper connection, 
special times of prayer and a safe place to share struggles. Our 
round table set-up  invites conversation and intimacy, and our 
BMA ministries will be on hand to shower you with gifts of 
appreciation.

What’s different? This year, we’re rotating between three 
churches, or “recharge stations.” Together we’ll visit  three 
nearby churches in the Memphis area—Calvary Baptist (Horn 
Lake, MS), Mosaic Church (Memphis, TN), and Central 
Church (South Haven, MS). Each stop showcases unique 
churches using different  ministry strategies  to reach the 
communities God has called them to. 

HERE ARE SOME HIGHLIGHTS TO LOOK FORWARD TO: 
Powerful Teaching:  Sam Rainer, lead pastor at West 

Bradenton Baptist church in Florida, Church Answers president 
and co-founder of Rainer Publishing, will speak directly into 
the realities of ministry life.

Inspiring Worship:  Worship concert and testimony 

with Michael O’Brien  (special artist with multiple number 1 
and top 5 Christian singles) and Kent Wiles  (worship leader 
from First Baptist, Rogers, AR).

Breakouts:  Men’s Panel:  Larry Barker, Ali Chambers, 
Anders Lee and Drew Cline.  Women’s Breakout:  Lori 
Cline will share her journey of faith and perseverance through 
cancer.

Space to Rest: Free time on Tuesday afternoon and early 
evening to simply rest with your spouse or explore Memphis 
(BBQ, Beale Street, Graceland, shopping, and more). 

Evening Fun:  Each night at 9 p.m., join the Baptist 
Trumpet for game night at the Homewood Suites conference 
room in South Haven. Family Feud, board games, and snacks 
provided. All attendees are welcome!

SCHEDULE AT A GLANCE
Monday, Sept 29—6 p.m.: Dinner & Worship at Calvary 

Baptist (Horn Lake, MS) with artist Michael O’Brien.
Tuesday, Sept 30—Morning:  Breakfast, Breakouts, & 

Session One at Mosaic Church (Memphis, TN).
Tuesday, Sept 30—Evening:  Session Two at  Central 

Church (South Haven, MS).
Wednesday, Oct 1—Morning: Closing Session at Central 

Church 
So, plan now! Summer will soon give way to the holidays 

and more busyness. Consider this an intentional gift of renewal 
for yourself, your spouse or your entire staff and team. 
Churches, please consider sending your pastor and wife  as 
a special pastor appreciation gift. It would be a tremendous 
blessing! 

Register today at: https://bmaamerica.org/recharge/

ReCharge ’25: A Pastors & Leaders Retreat

will often find Angie passing around cards for others to sign. 
It is an awesome way to help others get involved and to add 
to the joy a person gets when they open the card to find a host 
of church family members’ names sending out their love in a 
difficult or special time.

“Whether you have something going on that’s good or 
bad, you can bet there will be a card showing up in the mail 
from Angie,” shares Anthony Dingler, a deacon at Union Hill. 
“Angie is a true blessing to all who know her.”

When asked what they might like people to get from 
hearing Angie’s story, Nita’s response is simple and straight 
forward, “Angela has never let Down’s Syndrome keep 
her from being faithful to Jesus and serving His church. 
Everyone can serve the Lord. Everyone has gifts and talents 
they can use to help others and serve their church family. 
There really is no excuse for not finding some way to love 
and serve Jesus and His church.”

1 Peter 4:10 says, “Each of you should use whatever gift 
you have received to serve others, faithfully administering 
God’s grace in its various forms.”

Faithfully serving others and sharing God’s grace. Yes. 
That just might be the perfect description of Miss Angie and 
what she has been doing for Jesus over the last 15 years. 
What a truly special work God has done through cards in the 
mail from your church friend, Angela. ▲ Angie at her desk

Your church friend, Angela cont.

•	 United States—68 students
•	 Philippines—15 students
•	 Ghana—6 students
•	 Nigeria—3 students
•	 Liberia—2 students
•	 Venezuela—2 students
•	 Guatemala – 1 student

•	 Mexico—1 student
•	 Peru—1 student
•	 South Africa—1 student
•	 United Arab Emirates—1 

student
•	 Vietnam—1 student
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Texas Sunbeams gathered on July 19, 2025, in the 
Jacksonville College Student Union Building. The 
theme verse was Psalm 34:8: “O taste and see that the 
Lord is good.”

Those attending were greeted at registration with a 
“Sweet Welcome” of breakfast and crafts. Attendees 
from five churches included eight Sunbeams, nine 
sponsors, four Galileans and three visitors.

The “Harmonious Opening” was led by President 
Rebekah Low and Vice President Railynn Jackson.  
Prayer (Vera Koonce) and the singing of the Sunbeam 
song followed. The program was introduced and it 
highlighted the ways one can experience God’s sweetness 
through our senses—His words (speech),  f lowers 
(smell), light (sight), music (sound), touch (feeling), 
meditation (thoughts) and friendship (emotions). The 
theme song, “God Is So Good,” reflected these blessings 
beautifully.

At 11 a.m. the children embarked for “Delightful 
European Excursions” with Mission Tour Guide, Ava 
Pool. Traveling by “train,” the children visited Portugal, 
France, and Czechia with engineers,  Rebekah and 
Railynn. Each Sunbeam received a souvenir bag and 
a “’Tis So Sweet” Passport stamped at each border 
crossing. Ava Pool brought a lesson that not only 
introduced missionaries and their mission fields but also 
incorporated each country’s flag, landmarks, food and 
souvenirs—bringing the experience to life.

Lunch at noon was a scrumptious meal of pizza, 
salad and desserts provided by Shera Clair. Following 
lunch, State Sunbeam alumni Elizabeth Heflen shared 
her talent through an original song, “The Honey Song.” 
She taught the chorus to the children who sang joyfully 
alongside her. The children resumed their European 
journey afterwards with visits to Romania, Moldova, and 
Ukraine before returning for the “Harmonious Closing” 
at 2 p.m.

Snacks were shared and everyone sang “The Honey 
Song” one final time. 

It was a blessing to have State WMA President Cindy 
Allen attend the meeting and to have her present each 
Sunbeam with a certificate of service prepared by their 
sponsor. She closed with a prayer for the Sunbeams. Each 
child also received a small duck from the “Sweet Pond” 
as a reminder of God’s goodness and the sweet gifts He 
gives every day. Vera Koonce offered the closing prayer. A 
final total for the 2024–2025 project for Larry Woods with 
Ukrainian Missions is $1,101.69. Praise our sweet Lord!  

FROM THE TEXAS AND NATIONAL WMA PRESIDENT, 
CINDY ALLEN

The annual meeting of the Texas WMA will be Nov 18, 
at Pathway, Waxahachie.  You are cordially invited to attend 
as we celebrate the 125th anniversary of the BMA of Texas 
and the WMA.  Our theme for the year has been “A Cup of 
Friendship” and what better way to celebrate than with friends. 

We will be meeting in the youth room at Pathway. 
Registration will open at 8:30 a.m. and the meeting will begin 
at 9 a.m. Plans are underway for a good meeting and great 
speakers. Lunch will be provided for WMA ladies and we will 
wrap up our meeting in time to attend the BMA general session 
at 1:30 p.m. Mark your calendars now and make plans to join 
us.  

The Statement of Principles Updating Committee has been 
working to make the Texas WMA Manual and Guidebook 
an excellent resource for all local and district ladies’ groups 
as well as the state WMA. On Oct 1, the document, with 
proposed changes, will be available on the website, www.
texaswma.com. The committee would welcome your input 
on this document. To provide feedback, simply go to the 
“Officers” tab and fill out the form at the bottom of that page. 
Your involvement is appreciated.

IMPORTANT AUXILARY DATES AND INFORMATION:
Oct. 10, 10 a.m.—Wood County Association at Myrtle 

Springs, Quitman, featuring speaker Belinda Caudle
Oct. 11, 10 a.m.—Liberty District at Antioch, Gilmer
Oct 12, 2 p.m.—Cherokee District at Cornerstone, 

Jacksonville
Oct. 18, 9:30 a.m.—Plains Association LakeRidge, 

Lubbock
Oct. 18, 10 a.m.—Tryon District, Northside, Conroe
Oct. 18—Central Texas District, Brotherhood and WMA
Oct. 28, 6:30 p.m.—Mount Olive District, Bethel, Clayton
Be sure to check the WMA website, www.texaswma.com 

for complete details on events

WMA PROJECT TOTALS UPDATE
As of the September deadline for Baptist Progress, the state 

WMA has received $21,385 of our $30,000 goal for Texas 
Baptist Home for Children.

WMA PROJECT (TBHC) RELATED PRAYER REQUEST
Pray for the recruitment efforts for foster families, the 

kids as they return to school as this is a stressful time as 
they acclimate, and for the TBHC staff, that they will feel 
encouraged and have endurance and express enthusiasm.

By DERA MOY

Sunbeam Report

The Baptist Progress has a new way to get your BMA 
of Texas news to you. In July, we debuted our new 
podcast, Making Progress. Our podcast hosts are Baptist 
Progress Editor Chris Driver and the BMA of Texas 
Director of Missions Heith Mitchell. Each month they 
are also joined by a special guest to help discuss some 
special articles featured in the Baptist Progress. 

Since July, we have had two special guests, Scott 
Arthur from TBHC and Jason Collins from Crossroads, 
Rowlett who have helped discuss our current BMA of 
news and other related topics. As our name Making 
Progress suggests, we are in the process of making 
progress and trying to make our podcast more accessible 
to all. It is our goal to offer the podcast on all platforms 
(Apple, Google, and Spotify) soon. 

We would love for you to join us and give us a listen. 
You can find our podcast on YouTube, https://www.
youtube.com/@BMAofTexasMissions,  and our Baptist 
Progress Facebook page. We hope you will join us for 
our next episode! 

By MORGAN STANDIFER
Missions/Baptist Progress Systems

New Baptist 
Progress Podcast: 
Making Progress
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Heith Mitchell is the director of BMA of Texas Missions. 
Contact him at P.O. Box 73, Waxahachie, Texas 75168, 
972-923-0757 or hmitchell@bmatexas.org. For more 
information, visit www.bmatexasmissions.org.

BMA Texas Missions cont.
and made the gospel clear through it all. After the baptism we 
celebrated with burgers and swimming. It was a wonderful 
time with family, our Bible study group and friends.

Prayer Needs:
Pray for us as we settle into our new neighborhood and 

area of Nederland. Ask the Lord to give us open doors with 
those we come in contact to build relationships.

Pray for me (Kevin) as I have started my first year of 
teaching. It really is going well so far but there's a lot to learn.

ABNER NUNEZ—
SAN ANTONIO MISSION  
ELIAS1951@HOTMAIL.COM

I have seen that the first 
thing that helps a Christian is 
to have a closer relationship 
with God. Sometimes we 
run out of ideas, projects and 
goals.  But the more time we 
spend in prayer, the more the 
Lord clarifies our thoughts. 
Situations change for the 
better.

Prayer Needs:
Thank God! My knee is much better. I am losing weight. 

In September we will start a new group in the south of the 
city. Please pray for that group.

KYLE CHEATHAM—
GRACE CHURCH JARRELL 
KYLE@GRACEJARRELL.COM

A couple came to us a few 
months ago. The husband had 
spent 25 years in prison and 
was released last October. A 
church member invited him 
to come. His wife has had a 
difficult past as well. They 
came and multiple church 
members were able to love 
them in practical ways. I met with the husband and while he 
has already been saved, he desires baptism. A few weeks ago, 
at a church service, the wife repented of her sins and placed 
her faith in Jesus to save her. We will be baptizing them both 
once he gets his ankle monitor removed or we are given 
permission to work around that obstacle. They both desire to 
go all in with us as church members.

Prayer Needs:
Please pray for our people to have compassion for the lost 

around us and the courage to engage in conversations about 
Jesus.

MIGUEL RAMOS—
HURST MISSION   
RAMOSMIANGEL@
GMAIL.COM

We are going through an 
unpleasant situation. One of 
our people was detained and 
is in the process of being 

deported to Honduras. We continue to pray for her and that 
she will soon be reunited with her son.

Prayer Needs:
Please pray for Jennifer and her family.

MARVIN MEDINA—
PLANO MISSION  
MIRENAMARVIN7@GMAIL.COM

This month God has shown 
His power, as some of you 
know I have a monitoring 
device. Still, I feel blessed 
b e c a u s e  G o d  h a s  n o t 
abandoned me. We want to 
continue doing what God 
entrusted to us. We are rising 
from a difficult situation. Still, 
we have seen the hand of God in everything. We want to 
continue to bring the message of Jesus to the community.

Prayer Needs:
Please pray for my situation, my family, my children and 

our finances.

▲ Gabrial's baptism!

▲ Miguel Ramos

▲ Abner Nunez
▲ Kyle Cheatham

▲ Marvin Mirena

▲ Weekly meeting in my apartment

▲ Weekly meeting in my apartment

▲ Weekly meeting in my apartment

▲ These are the days we go to the park to bring the Word of God to 
the Hispanic community.

▲ These are the days we go to the park to bring the Word of God to 
the Hispanic community.
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2025 BMA OF TEXAS MEETING
WHEN: Nov. 17-18, 2025
WHERE: Pathway Baptist Church, Waxahachie

2026 BMA OF AMERICA MEETING
WHEN: April 21-22, 2025
WHERE: Antioch Baptist Church, Conway

AVAILABLE MINISTRY POSITIONS
PASTOR—First Missionary, Terrell is seeking a bivocational pastor. 
contact Bro. Buddy Sadler at 469- 410-0468. TFN

YOUTH/OUTREACH MINISTER—LakeRidge, Lubbock is seeking 
a full-time Youth and Outreach Minister. This position will lead 
the church’s ministry to youth and college-age students, take the 
primary leadership role in the church’s sports outreach ministry, and 
oversee all other aspects of the church’s outreach. To find out more 
about the church and position, go to mylakeridgebaptistchurch.
org/jobs. Interested candidates can inquire about the position by 
emailing leadership@mylakeridgebaptist.org. TFN

YOUTH MINISTRY LEADER—First, Palmer is seeking a full-time 
youth ministry leader. For more information, email Pastor Gary 
Southard at pastor@fbcpalmer.org. TFN

PASTOR—Cross Roads, Winnsboro is seeking a pastor. Send resume 
to Mack Jordan, 1314 CR 4970, Winnsboro, Texas 75494 or call 903-
629-3609. TFN

SENIOR PASTOR—Calvary Baptist Church, Ennis is an established, 
loving congregation seeking a senior pastor to replace retiring 
pastor.  Send resume to: Calvary Pastor Search Committee, PO Box 
1402, Ennis, Tx 75120; email questions to calvarybaptistchurch805@
gmail.com, or call 903-629-3609. 10/25

TURNER HARPER is the new pastor of First, Flynn.

ASSOCIATION DATE TIME LOCATION
East Texas Spanish Saturday, September 13 10:00 a.m. Iglesia Bautista Centro de Vida, Tyler

Harris County Spanish Saturday, September 13 5:00 p.m. Bauman Road, Houston

North Central Texas Thursday, September 18 11:30 a.m. Pathway, Waxahachie

Tarrant County Saturday, September 20 9:30 a.m. Calvary, Arlington

North Texas Spanish Saturday, September 27 10:00 a.m. Centro De Vida, Grand Praire

Tryon Sunday, September 28 5:00 p.m. New Hope, New Waverly

Original Bethlehem Saturday, October 4 9:00 a.m. Brookland, Brookland

Mount Olive Saturday, October 4 9:30 a.m. Jackson, Joaquin

Gulf Coast Sunday, October 5 3:00 p.m. Bethel, Orange

Trinity River Sunday, October 5 Meal at 5 p.m.; Meeting at 6 p.m. First, Flynn

Central West Texas Saturday, October 11 10:00 a.m. Grace Temple, San Angelo

Landmark Montague Sunday, October 12 2:00 p.m. Union Hill, Bowie

Liberty Sunday, October 12 3 :00 p.m. Enon, Gilmer

Van Zandt Sunday, October 12 4:00 p.m. Lawrence Springs, Fruitvale

Cherokee Monday, October 13 Meal at 6 p.m.; Meeting at 7 p.m. New Salem, Henderson

Wood County Tuesday, October 14 7:00 p.m. Pilgrim's Rest #1, Emory

Angelina Thursday, October 16 7:00 p.m. Solid Rock, Zavalla

Central Texas Saturday, October 18 9:00 a.m. Temple, Mexia

Plains Saturday, October 18 9:30 a.m. Lakeridge,Lubbock

Navasota River Saturday, October 18 10:00 a.m. Beacon, Bryan

Harmony Saturday, October 18 12:00 p.m. Mountain Home, Jacksboro

Houston-Anderson Sunday, October 19 3:00 p.m. Sheridan Terrace, Palestine

Polk County Sunday, October 19 3:00 p.m. First Providence, Livingston

Landmark Nacogdoches Thursday, October 23 7:00 p.m. Harmony, Nacogdoches

Smith County Monday, October 27 Meal at 6 p.m.; Meeting at 7 p.m. Red Springs, Tyler

2025 Local Association Annual Meetings

Greetings in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ! In recent 
years, the BMA of America has found it necessary to change 
our process of accepting new churches into our associational 
fellowship. While we want to include all local assemblies of 
like faith and order who desire membership, we also want to 
ensure new prospects fully agree with us both doctrinally and 
in principles of operation.

Churches who are interested in BMA of America 
membership are required to fill out a petitionary form 
which may be found at bmaamerica.org/partner-with-
us/. Submission of this form will go to Randy Shepherd, 
recording secretary for the BMA of America, who may be 
contacted at sslbc@aol.com. Deadline for submission is on 
Jan. 31 preceding the national meeting in April. 

After the form is submitted, the prospective church 

will be contacted by a national 
o f f i c e r  ( p r e s iden t  and /o r 
vice-president) for vett ing 
purposes and explanation of 
the required steps for joining. 
These steps include formal 
adoption of agreement with the 
BMA doctrinal statement and 
Principles of Cooperation which 
may be found on the BMA of 
America website.

I f  any potent ia l  church 
has other questions, you may 
contact me at 903-790-1691 or 
at cj1972@etex.net.

By CHARLES JOHNSON
BMA of America President

▲ Charles Johnson

Membership Petition Process for 
BMA of America
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SUNDAY, 
NOVEMBER 23, 2025

OVERALL GOAL: $125,000
GOAL PER CHURCH: $1,500

2025
Mrs. Sandra Crank Mrs. Sandra Crank 

MemorialMemorial
United Thanksgiving O
 ering The o� ering benefi ts BMA Texas Missions, 

Baptist Missionary Loan Association, 
Baptist Progress, Jacksonville College, and 

Texas Baptist Home for Children.

Mail o� erings to: 
BMA of Texas, P.O. Box 73 
Waxahachie, Texas 75168


