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Lifeword Sunday 2024

By DONNY PARRISH

BMA Conferences Director

Lifeword Sunday will take place Oct. 20,
2024. This is the one time of year that we ask
the churches of the BMA to pray for Lifeword,
celebrate what God is doing through the ministry
of Lifeword and take a special offering to help
Lifeword increase her gospel footprint around
the world.

Jesus Christ understood the value of a great
story. He was The Master Story-Teller. His
parables and teachings not only impacted a
generation, they changed the world.

Lifeword exists to help make disciples
through the creative proclamation, production

and promotion of biblically-sound media that
communicates in the heart language of every
tongue, tribe and nation.

Lifeword’s job is to tell His story to the
nations.

In 164 languages and to an audience of over
2 billion people, Lifeword is using media—
radio, the Internet, and digital print—to share
His story across the globe.

We need you and your church family to help
us accomplish this.

Register your church today at
WeTellTheStory.com. In the next couple of
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weeks, we will be mailing you a packet full of
information regarding Lifeword Sunday and
how you and your church can get involved.

Our Lifeword Sunday t-shirts will be available
for purchase on September Ist! Available in
short-sleeve, long-sleeve, and sweatshirts, this is
a great way to help us continue to tell the story
of Jesus to the nations. Go to WeTellTheStory.
com to order yours!

The gospel is a story that needs to be heard
by the whole world and we’re depending on you
to help us share it.

At Lifeword, We Tell The Story.
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Free email subscriptions

By JERRY FULTON
Baptist Progress Director/Editor

Baptist Progress is now offering free email
subscriptions with every paid mail subscription! If you
subscribe by mail, by adding a free email subscription
to your mail subscription, you can receive more news
faster! With your added email subscription, you will
receive the e-NEWS Update on weeks the newspaper
is not published, late-breaking news from BMA of
Texas and BMA of America departments, conference
and workshop information, death announcements and
more.

To add a free email subscription to your mail
subscription, just email Lisa Maynard at lisa@
bmatexas.org or call her at 972-923-0756. Pastors and
church secretaries, we also encourage you to send us
the email address of each of your members subscribed
to Baptist Progress by mail who is listed on your
church plan.

MAKING PROGRESS

A Jerry Fulton

BECOMING A MISSIONARY IN YOUR ZIP CODE

Becoming a Missionary in Your Zip Code will be presented by Todd West, pastor connections coordinator for the BMA of Texas. Churches will
naturally become inwardly focused without a biblical plan to focus outwardly, resulting in the focus being on budgets, buildings and ministries
designed for our current members and ministry to those in other countries. Certainly, all of these are important, but not to the neglect of those who
need Jesus in our own zip code. In this workshop, you will see how New Testament principles can come alive in the communities where God has
placed our churches in this present day. This workshop is designed to place practical tools in your hands to implement in the church where you
serve. At the end of the day, everyone will leave a customized plan for your zip code and the next steps for engaging your church family.

When: October 15, 2024

Where: BMA of Texas Office Building, located at 632 Farley Street, Waxahachie, Texas

Time: 10am - 3pm

REGISTER FOR THESE WORKSHOPS AT BAPTISTPROGRESS.ORG.
CLICK THE “RESOURCES” TAB AND THEN “UPCOMING WORKSHOPS.”

BAPTIST MISSIONARY

LOAN ASSOCIATION

. What are your current rates? Please call for interest rates.
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BML A Does your church need a loan?

The Baptist Missionary Loan Association Church provides loans to churches of the Baptist Missionary Association of Texas and the Baptist Missionary Association of America for new construction,
remodeling projects and property purchases (both land and existing building purchases). Answers to frequently asked questions are below:

1. What is the BMLA? The Baptist Missionary Loan Association is a department of the Baptist Missionary Association of Texas that provides loans to churches within the Baptist Missionary
Association of Texas and the Baptist Missionary Association of America.

2. What types of loans do you make? \We make loans for numerous purposes such as land and church building purchases; remodeling and renovation projects; construction of church
sanctuaries, educational buildings, children’s buildings, fellowship halls and family life centers.

. Who do you serve? We serve the churches of the Baptist Missionary Association of Texas and the churches of the Baptist Missionary Association of America.

. How much can our church borrow? The only way to get a true borrowing capacity amount for your church is to complete and send a church loan application to our office.

. Do you take collateral on church loans? Yes. We take the first lien on all church property and improvements.

. How does our church start the process? Someone authorized by the church simply completes an application and emails or mails it to the Baptist Missionary Loan Association.

. How long does it take to get a response? \When we receive your church’s completed loan application, we will contact your church either by email or phone within two to three days.

. Do you make personal loans or auto loans? No. We only make loans to incorporated churches for real estate purposes.

Visit BMLA.org to complete an application or for more information email jerry@bmatexas.org or call 972-923-0758
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A word from your Missions Office

By HEITH MITCHELL

I am excited to see as many of you as possible at your
local association in the next few months. If I am not there
it will be because I am with another association at the same
time. I enjoy hearing about what God is doing through your
local churches and witnessing the love you have for each
other in your association. I also love to be with you to report
on all that God is doing in and through your hard-working
missionaries. When you gather together to encourage each
other and support Christ’s mission together God is glorified
and churches are strengthened.

RETREATS

Last month, Texas Missions and BMA Pastor Connections
Coordinator Todd West hosted two retreats. The first was a
couples retreat for youth pastors and their wives. It was a
good time of equipping and pouring in. The second was a
couples retreat for each of the pastors in the Harmony Baptist
Association. This was a good opportunity for these churches
to build deeper bonds and for their wives to get to know each
other. All but one of these pastors are new to their church this
year. It would be good for other local associations to hold a
similar retreat. Reach out to Todd or the missions office.

A word from your missionaries:

CIRO GONZALEZ—RICE HISPANIC MISSION
CIROGONZALEZ315@GMAIL.COM

We are praying and
making a new projection
towards Rice, Texas for a year
and some months. We have
focused on making disciples,
but we have not had the
results we expected. This new
projection begins with a new
work in Corsicana, but having
Rice as its epicenter, since it is centrally located between
Ennis and Corsicana. We want to make groups of disciples in
these places with the purpose of bringing them in the future

A Ciro Gonzalez

to congregate in Rice as a central church.
Prayer Needs:
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Pray for Rice, for Corsicana, and for my helpful brother in
Christ, Miguel, and me.

BRAD HOLCOMB—REDEMPTION HILL FT. WORTH
BRAD@REDEMPTIONHILLFW.ORG

Overall, Redemption
Hill is doing well, by God’s
grace. We are welcoming
new guests every week,
many of whom do not have
a relationship with Jesus. We
are working to assimilate
them into community groups.
In September, we hosted our A Brad Holcomb
first ever Preach Christ Conference, focused on the centrality
of preaching the person and work of Jesus from a heart
that loves Jesus. We are also hosting a counseling seminary
focused on training members to care for one another in
community. Please join us in praying the Lord uses these
ministries to draw more and more people to Himself and to
grow our affections for Him.

Prayer Needs:

Please pray that the Preach Christ Conference is used by
God to equip men for the wonderful task of preaching the
person and work of Jesus. Pray the Spirit grows our love for
Jesus through the event. Also, please join us in praying that
the guests attending RHC each week who do not know God,
would come to saving faith by His grace.

ISAIAS MARTINEZ—CONROE MISSION
ISAIASMJ1966@GMAIL.COM

The mission status is
running normal. We maintain
two families in discipleship
with the goal to baptize them.
We are preparing to celebrate
our anniversary.

Prayer Needs:

Your prayers that we may
have a place of our own in the
future.

A Isaias Martinez

SHANE CARTER—LAMESA MISSION
STUMPOFNAVY@GMAIL.COM

I am fighting Chronic
Myeloid Leukemia. I was
diagnosed in the first part of
July. The side effects of the
medicine for the Leukemia has
been rough. I have struggled
with walking and am just now
getting around with a walker. I
also have many appointments A Shane Carter
because this has also affected my kidneys and I have
developed pressure wounds from my hospital visits. I make
four trips a week to Lubbock for various health issues related
to the Leukemia. This may sound bleak, but through this I
have grown closer to God and have a re-focused outlook on
my ministry.

Prayer Needs:

Please pray for my health to improve so that I can walk
soon and continue my ministry.

KEVIN WILLIAMS—PORT ARTHUR MISSION
MR.WILLIAMSP121@GMAIL.COM

The month of August was
a “hit the ground running”
kind of month for us. We
started a second home Bible
study with three new people
which has been going very
well. I also started working
at one of the local middle
schools as an ESL aide, which A KevinWilliams
has been challenging, but is also a great opportunity to stay
outside a “churchy” bubble and within relational distance of
lost people.

One of the challenges that comes with working in a fast-
paced environment like the school is that it doesn’t allow a
lot of down time to talk with students or other co-workers. As
I prayed about this, I asked the Lord to open doors for me to
talk to others about spiritual things and sure enough, He did!

BMA TX MISSIONS continued on p. 11
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An Expression of Everlasting Love
Many of our friends choose to honor or remember a
family member, a friend, or an associate with a gift for
the children of the Baptist Home. Texas Baptist Home for
Children, in turn, notifies the appropriate person. Listed
in capital letters are those honored or remembered from
Aug. 1-Aug. 31, 2024.

ENDOWMENTS
E. ANN PACE: Karl Pace
MYRA STOKES: Bill Stokes

HONORARIUMS

HAZEL MILLIKEN: Naomi Sunday School Class. Livingston,
TX; Sharon Anderson; Mary Lee & Robert Mitzelfelt

MIKE MARTIN: Charles & Charlotte Johnson

MEMORIALS

BRANDY BROCK: Mike & Sondra Moore; Simmons Hill
Baptist Church, Diana; Mr. & Mrs. Donald Traywick

BUDDY & LULU HAZELL: Cheryl Briscoe
CHARLES MITCHELL: Gay Mitchell

DEEDEE SHANNON: Jed & Glenice Whitaker
DOLLIE SISK: Karla Potts

DRENDA LEBKOWSKY: Jed & Glenice Whitaker
FRANKIE JORDAN: Charles & Charlotte Johnson

GLENN HARKEY: Over-The-Wheels Sunday School Class,
First Baptist Church, Red Oak

GRACIE SUTTON: Charles & Charlotte Johnson
JEAN HUNTER: Elizabeth Burks

JO JONES: Jed & Glenice Whitaker

JO SMITH: Charles & Charlotte Johnson

JUDY COUCH: Jed & Glenice Whitaker

KAY & JOHN WOLCOTT: Gay Mitchell

LARRY ANGLIN: Karen Anglin

LOVITA OUIMET: James Ouimet

MARGARET COFFMAN: Charles & Charlotte Johnson

MARTHA MCCALLUM: Over-The-Wheels Sunday School
Class, First Baptist Church, Red Oak

NANCY WILLIAMS: Charles Sebring

OPAL H: Ann Rose

PAULINE SHIRLEY: Charles Sebring

SHIRLEY THORTON: Michael & Carolyn Vestal

SUE ESSARY: Latch Missionary Baptist Church, Gilmer
TED & FRIEDA STANLEY: Neva McLaughlin

THOMAS MUNOZ: Weldon & Lana Sparks

VALERA ABRIGHT: Wayne & Linda Beason

VELMA JO JONES: Latch Missionary Baptist Church,
Gilmer

WILMA SCHOENROCK: Jed & Glenice Whitaker

A fresh start for our new fiscal year

By JASON CURRY

As we welcome September, we are filled with gratitude
for each of you who have stood by our side. Your unwavering
support has been affirmation for the mission, and as we
embark on a new fiscal year, we are excited to share how
your contributions can continue to make a profound impact.

THE IMPORTANCE OF GIVING

Starting our new fiscal year on a strong note is crucial
for the sustainability and growth of our programs. Your
donations enable us to provide essential services to children
in foster care, support adoptive families and ensure that
TBHC continues to provide stability to nurture children in
homes. Every dollar you give helps us provide essential
resources, support adoptive families, maintain and improve
our facilities to create a welcoming and safe space for all.

Your financial support is not a donation; it is an investment
in the future of countless children and families. Together, we
can help each child discover self-worth and find true healing
in Christ.

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES

In addition to financial contributions, your time and talents
are invaluable to our organization. We have several volunteer
opportunities that allow you to make a direct difference in

the lives of those we serve. Here are some ways you can get
involved:
* Special Projects: Restoring our original TBHC Sign
e Campus Improvement Projects
* Events to Serve Families and Staff
* Office Work

For more information on how you can get involved, please

visit our website. My prayer is no E I_'I E
= -

one ever regrets donating their time
or gifts to help transform a life of

a child. Together, we can create a
brighter future for the children and
families we serve.

Thanks for giving kids a chance
for hope!

Jason Curry is the president of the Texas Baptist
Home for Children. Contact him at 629 Farley St,
Waxahachie, Texas 75165, 972-937-1321 or jcurry@

tbhc.org. For more information, visit www.tbhc.org.

Mount Pisgah, Mineola

By CAROL TAYLOR
Mount Pisgah, Mineola

Mount Pisgah began remodeling the church’s sanctuary
during the COVID-19 Pandemic and purchased four acres
that join the existing property. The Lord made land next to the
property for sale for the very first time, and the church took
advantage of the opportunity. Mount Pisgah has been raising
funds for a multipurpose building since the remodeling of the
our sanctuary in 2020.

The new building will be a fellowship hall.

breaks ground

The church outgrew the original fellowship hall years ago
and with God’s provision, the church began raising funds for
the building. Plans are to complete work on the outside of the
new fellowship hall by Oct 1, 2024. The completion of the
inside will start as more funds are raised.

After a year-long interim pastorate with Bro. Robbie
Caldwell, who kept the church on track with the building
program, the church elected Bro. Troy Richardson as pastor.
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Jacksonville College restarts singers

A Jacksonville College Singers rehearsing

By JACKSONVILLE COLLEGE STAFF

After a three-year hiatus, music has returned to Jacksonville
College. According to President David Erickson, “When I
became President last year, restarting music at the college
was one of my priorities. I didn’t know how we would do it,
but music is a key part of church life and therefore raising
up the next generation of those who will lead music in our
churches is a critical mission for a Christian college.”

“All T did was pray for months,” recounted Erickson.
“Then one day a former JBC choir director called me to
let me know he was moving back to Jacksonville and he
wondered if there was a way he could help the college.” Mr.

Tim Timmons was quickly hired as the new director of music
and he set out to recruit music students. After months of
effort, Timmons has assembled the new Jacksonville College
Singers. Now when you enter the Gerald Orr Music Annex,
you once again hear voices lifted up in praise to God.

The Jacksonville College Singers will be singing at
the BMA of Texas Annual Meeting in November. They
have a few engagements available next spring. Churches
interested in hosting the Jacksonville College Singers should
contact Tim Timmons at 903-586-2518 or ttimmons@
jacksonvillecollege.edu.

Changes in the
college faculty

By DAVID ERICKSON, Ph.D.

Every professor at Jacksonville College integrates the
Bible into their classes and provides a Jesus-centered
education that includes spiritual formation. This fall we have
some changes on our faculty, with some longtime professors
retiring and new professors joining the faculty.

Dr. Darrell Kirchner retired this summer after sixteen
years as a science professor. A very knowledgeable chemist,
he loved teaching and encouraging students.

Miss Vanity Pettey retired this summer after 26 years as
an English professor. A stalwart advocate of proper grammar,
she helped generations of students hone their communication
skills.

We are grateful for their contributions to Jacksonville
College over many years. Their presence is already missed
on our campus. We are also grateful that God providentially
brought two new professors to the college at just the right
time.

Andrew Douglass is a new
science professor. He taught
science for ten years in a Las
Vegas high school before
moving to east Texas a decade
ago. In addition to two degrees
in science from the University
of Nevada, Las Vegas, Mr.
Douglass also has a Master of
Divinity from BMA Seminary.
For the last eight years, he has
served as a pastor, with the last
five as pastor of First, Gresham.
Mr. Douglass, his wife, and
four children live in Tyler. His
greatest joy is to share the gospel with others, which he often
has the opportunity to do at Jacksonville College.

Caleb Stewart is a new
English professor. He recently
graduated from Stephen F.
Austin State University with
a Master of Arts in English.
A native of Longview, Mr.
Stewart has published numerous
short stories and poems. He
is an active member of Grace
Bible Church in Nacogdoches,
where he lives with his wife.
Mr. Stewart loves writing, but
understands how difficult and
scary writing can be. He enjoys
helping students learn both how
to write and how to enjoy writing.

A Andrew Douglass

A Caleb Stewart

David Erickson is the president of Jacksonville
College. Contact him at 105 B.J. Albritton Drive,
Jacksonville, Texas 75766, 903-586-2518 or
president@jacksonvillecollege.edu
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Local Association Schedule

ASSOCIATION DATE TIME LOCATION
HEAVEN IS A FREE GIFT!
) Harris County Spanish Saturday, Sept. 14 9:00 a.m. Iglesia Bautista Caminando con Jesus, Humble
It is not earned or deserved. No amount of effort or good works can
. North Texas Spanish Saturday, Sept. 14 10:00 a.m. Pathway, Waxahachie
earn a place for you in heaven. Why?
Becalise North Central Texas Thursday, Sept. 19 11:30 a.m. Pathway, Waxahachie
o Tarrant County Saturday, Sept. 21 9:30 a.m. New Beginnings, Mansfield
Tryon Sunday, Sept. 29 5:00 p.m. New Bethlehem, Conroe
MAN IS A SINNER. y . 2¢P i
” . , ) East Texas Spanish Saturday, Oct. 5 10:00 a.m. Iglesia Bautista Nueva Esperanza, Overton
For all have sinned . . ."” (Rom. 3:23) Because of this, man cannot save P Y g P
himself Original Bethlehem Saturday, Oct. 5 9:00 a.m. Brookland, Brookland
. Mount Olive Saturday, Oct. 5 9:30 a.m. Mt. Olive, Timpson
GOD Gulf Coast Sunday, Oct. 6 3:00 p.m. Circle Drive, Bridge City
Trinity River Sunday, Oct. 6 Meal at 5 p.m.; Meeting at 6 p.m. Calvary, Centerville

On the one hand, God is merciful and does not want to punish us. Yet

. N . . | West T 12 10: .m. P R L

God is just and must punish sin. God solved this problem for us in the Central West Texas Saturday, Oct 0:00 a.m ecan, Robert Lee
Plains Saturday, Oct. 12 9:00 a.m. Lakeridge, Lubbock

Personof ...
Landmark Montague Sunday, Oct. 13 2:00 p.m. Union Hill, Bowie

JESUS CHRIST. Liberty Sunday, Oct. 13 3:00 p.m. Go Forth, Kilgore

He died on the cross to pay the penalty for our sins and rose from the Van Zandt Sunday, Oct. 13 4:00 p.m. Old Bethel, Canton
Cherokee Monday, Oct. 14 Meal at 6 p.m.; Meeting at 7 p.m. First, New Summerfield

grave to purchase a place for us in heaven— the Lord has laid on Him

(esus) the /‘n/‘qu/U/ofus all”(Isa. 53:6). Wood County Tuesday, Oct. 15 7:00 p.m. Rose Hill, Mineola
Angelina Thursday, Oct. 17 7:00 p.m. Harmony Odell, Huntington

THE GIFT IS RECEIVED BY FAITH. Central Texas Saturday, Oct. 19 9:00 a.m. Eighth Avenue, Teague

Saving faith s trusting in Jesus Christ alone for eternal life. It means Navasota River Saturday, Oct. 19 10:00a.m. Sand Prairie, Normangee

resting on Christ alone and what He has done, rather than what you or Houston-Anderson sunday, Oct. 20 3:00 p.m. First, Slocum

| have done to get us into heaven. “Believe on (or trust in) the Lord Jesus Polk County sunday, Oct. 20 3:00 p.m. Magnolia Hill, Livingston
Landmark Nacogdoches Thursday, Oct. 24 7:00 p.m. Landmark, Cushing

Christ and you will be saved” (Acts 16:31).

Smith County

Monday, Oct. 28

Meal at 6 p.m.; Meeting at 7 p.m.

East Foothills, Lindale

SO MAY WE ASK . . . Harmony Saturday, Nov. 9 11:00 a.m. Union, Springtown
Have you received God's free gift of eternal life? The Bible assures us in

1 John 5:13 that we can know we have eternal life.

Do you know for sure that you are going to heaven when you die? The 1 e

Bible says, “Whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved.”
If you are willing to repent (turn away from your sin and to the Lord Jesus) you
can receive the free gift of eternal life by simply praying: Lord fesus, | know |
am a sinner and do not deserve eternal life. But, | believe You died and rose
from the grave to purchase a place in heaven for me. Jesus, come into my
life, take control of my life, forgive my sins, and save me. | am now placing my
trust in You alone for my salvation, and I accept your free gift of eternal life.

Get a FREE EMAIL subscription
with your paid mail subscription

Don’t miss any more news from Baptist Progress!

If you subscribe by mail, you have no idea how much
news you are missing from your informing and
equipping ministry, Baptist Progress.

Because we care that you get all the news, we are
now offering a free email subscription with every
mail subscription to Baptist Progress.

In addition to the e-News Update, on the weeks

a newspaper is not published, you will receive

late-breaking news from BMA departments,

conference and workshop information,

death announcements and more via email
with this free subscription.

To take advantage of this opportunity

to add a free email subscription to

your mail subscription, contact Lisa

Maynard at lisa@bmatexas.org or
call 972-923-0756 today.

There is no reason to ever :

miss any BMA news again.
Contact her today!
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BREAKING TRADITIONS IN BRASOV

By Holly Meriweather
Content Coordinator
bmaglobal.org

ara Filimon lives in Brasov near Romania’s beautiful Carpathian

mountains. And since 2021, she has served as a BMA missionary

along with her sister Vanessa Martinez, brother-in-law Cristian,

and their family. Part of their ministry includes working at a
coffee shop, which allows them to build relationships and share their faith.
The managers have changed in the three years they have served there, but
the coffee shop is where they started their first Bible studies on Wednesday
nights.

Now they have established a house church called “Return” based on
Zephaniah 1:9, and the Wednesday night studies have become their Sunday
services. Although they no longer meet in the coffee shop where it all
started, they still work there as baristas and have made many connections
with people. Return Church now includes families, singles, and young
people. They rotate homes and locations for their Bible studies so everyone
can learn to host and serve in some way. Cristian teaches in English but two
other leaders teach as well, one in Romanian and one in English.

They are also involved in street evangelism where they set up tables
during busy times and ask questions of people passing by. Sometimes people
ignore them or are not interested, but often they are curious about who Jesus
is. It has brought people to Return church, especially more young people and
families with children, which is who they are trying to reach.

Sara has a burden for the lost in Romania where Orthodox churches
have the most attendees, are very traditional, and have remained legalistic.
But there is a large generational gap: The older generation are Orthodox
Christians and insist on tradition. Sometimes their priests even warn people,
“Don’t go to that Baptist church. They are some kind of cult”

The younger generation is tired of all the traditions and Orthodox
requirements. They are looking for more and searching to find out what
Truth really is. Young people don’t want to attend traditional churches, so
they often find their own beliefs like reincarnation and other false teachings.
Universally, people attend church just to do something that might please
God, but explaining that He only wants their faith in Him and a sacrificial
heart is a hard concept to grasp.

Sara is very intentional about starting conversations, building
relationships, and discipling others. But in her experience, people are willing
to attend Bible studies and learn about who Jesus is but only for a short
season. They just can’t make the final step to salvation. For example, Sara has
a friend who left Ukraine during the war and began working with Sara in the
coffee shop. The two became very close and spent a lot of time together, and
her friend had agreed to attend Bible study as well.

During this time, Sara had always shared the gospel whenever and
wherever they were, but during a trip that included her friend’s sister, Sara’s
friend suddenly told her firmly, “Please stop it! I don't want anything to do
with that. I don'’t believe in God.” So Sara promised to stop bringing it up.
But the sister was listening and said she had questions. During the entire
journey Sara prayed for the two sisters, neither of whom have yet allowed
God to transform their lives.

Sara’s friend has returned to Ukraine, but Sara continues to pray for the
sisters and stay in touch with them.

Please join us in praying for these sisters, as well as Sara and the
Martinez family as they minister to those in need of Christ in Brasov,
Romania.
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RAISED MORMON THEN FOUND THE TRUE GOSPEL

By Payton Bullock
Morgan Grace Church, Morgan, Utah
bmaglobal.org

rowing up Mormon, I only knew the culture that surrounded me, so I was
taught a different gospel. I knew about and believed in God, knew right
from wrong, and went to church occasionally. Even though I didn’t attend
church every Sunday, I was still conditioned in the Mormon faith.

I grew up in Morgan, Utah, and at that time, the Mormon or Jack-Mormon population
was about ninety to ninety-five percent. Jack-Mormon members did not live the Word of
Wisdom and did not meet the requirements to go to the temple, but they were still Mor-
mon. I believed that to get to the Celestial Kingdom, the highest kingdom in Mormon
culture, I would need to be an active Mormon member and follow sacred covenants.

The LDS (Latter Day Saints) church told me not to question the church or research
other churches because the Mormon church is the only true church. Understand, I was
surrounded by Mormon culture with all family members being Mormon. My friends were
all Mormon, school consisted of Mormon members, and everything was related to and
centered on the Mormon church.

Questioning the Mormon Church

Fast forward to the first steps of leaving the LDS church, about two years ago I started
paying attention to the Word discussed in several of the podcasts that I was following. The
podcasts were gospel
oriented and provid-
ed by Trey Johnson
Ministries and Lone
Star Cowboy Church.
As I listened to these
Christian/motiva-
tional podcasts I
started paying more
attention to how they
spoke of God and of
Jesus.

There were
several differences in
how Jesus was dis-
cussed and my heart
and mind began to
have questions. During this time my family was living in St. George, Utah, and my wife
Chelsey was away at a women’s business retreat in Phoenix, Arizona, for three days. When
I picked up Chelsey from the retreat, I vividly remember her saying that we needed to talk.
This was not about business but about faith.

As we drove six hours back to Saint George, Utah, we discussed her thoughts on
prayer, other religions, and her mind opening to God and questions surrounding the Mor-
mon church. I remember her telling me about another woman who was currently leaving
the LDS church and attending a Christian church. Chelsey also shared how other people
prayed and how special it was. As Chelsey was telling me all these things, I had already
begun questioning the LDS faith, but didn’t know how to bring it up or what to do. During
our conversation I told her that I had been questioning the LDS faith. Up to this point, we
were still attending the Mormon church weekly and had baptized our oldest son just two
months before.

Finding an Online Christian Church

Before we moved from St. George, I found Lone Star Cowboy Church and was drawn
to it for several reasons: 1) They always spoke of Jesus. 2) The Pastor (Randy Weaver) was
a cowboy and relatable. 3) He spoke so much knowledge from the Bible and kindness
through the Word.

As a family we continued to listen to the livestream church every Sunday until we

moved to Morgan, Utah, in October of 2022. Once we got to Morgan, we visited the LDS
church twice, but we were still drawn to the Cowboy Church. We continued to listen to
this church until September 2023, and we still love listening to Lone Star Cowboy Church
throughout the week.

Finding our Local Church

During one of the online services, Pastor Randy Weaver mentioned that he appreci-
ates online viewers but encouraged listeners to find a local church. In September 2023, I
found a local Baptist church in Morgan: Morgan Grace Church. I was nervous because of
my past teaching that I would get struck down by lightning, my family would fall apart,
and Satan was controlling me. I know this sounds crazy, but I was conditioned my whole
life to believe that the Mormon church was true and if I left, I would then be sent to “outer
darkness”

Once I got the courage to attend Morgan Grace, for my first attempt I went by myself,
but I wasn’t sure where I was going and became very nervous and ended up turning my
truck around and going back home. The next week I built up my courage, found the build-
ing, and went inside.

I remember as I drove over to Morgan Grace the feelings of anxiousness came back
and I thought I would be struck down to hell. Even though I had been listening to an online
non-Mormon church, this was different since this was me physically stepping into another
building through another door and I would be considered an apostate in the Mormon faith.
My oldest boy, Cash, attended with me, but Chelsey did not feel comfortable, and I did not
want to pressure her. As we approached the doors of the church, one of the pastors, Chase
Roberts approached me, and he began to introduce me to others as they walked in for the
service.

I sat near the back of the room which was full of about 80 plus people. We began in
Scripture then had prayer, sang three songs, prayed again, and the message was delivered.

I cannot tell you what was said, but I heard the Word. The message was great, and
the worship drew me back to learn more. The following week, Cash and Cam both at-
tended with me. I remember the other pastor, Gavin Roberts, greeted me this time and
he preached the service. After the service, the congregation all sat down together and ate
dinner. During this time, some members found out I was LDS and asked me a quite simple
question: “Who is Jesus to you?” I was still naive and responded that he is our Savior. After
my response, I knew I had a lot to learn. Being Mormon, I had always thought of myself as
a Christian, but here’s the shocker: Mormons believe in a different Jesus. I never knew this
growing up or even up to this point in my life.

I Give God the Glory, for through Grace we are saved, and He has opened my eyes.
Being Saved

I continued to attend Morgan Grace Church in the fall and winter of 2023. During
this time, Gavin and Chase provided extremely helpful gospel books; I was like a sponge
and read one book per week. I read and studied the Bible and discussed several topics with
Gavin and Chase. I was finally learning who Jesus is! I knew then that Jesus is enough, and
through grace we are saved. Chelsey began to attend with me and the family in October
and November of 2023, and I remember listening to the worship song “Living Hope”

At the age of 34, I finally found Jesus. As the congregation sang this song during the
service I knew that I had found Jesus and am now saved. I tear up every time I hear this
song since it is a mile marker in my life. I know I cannot thank the Roberts families enough
and members of Morgan Grace for the impact they have had on my life. They opened my
eyes so much and I am eternally grateful!

We now reside in Weatherford, Texas, but again cannot thank Morgan Grace Church
enough for the impact they had on my family. They were there during trials, our transition,
all the questioning, etc. I hope to share my message with other past Mormons looking to
find Jesus and continue to share the true Word.
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WOMEN CHANGING WOMEN IN THE MIDDLE EAST

By Rana Costa
Missionary to the Middle East
bmaglobal.org

am a Woman Ministries, or IAW, was established in Lebanon in 2006. Its goal

is to empower ladies and give them an opportunity to belong to a like-minded

community. The ministry started in the capital city of Beirut. After sixteen years

of ministry within the city, the JAW team revisited its strategy and began heading
out to various areas in Lebanon to offer courses in collaboration with the local churches.

The vision for the ministry continued to expand, and in October of 2023, IAW
launched new ministries in Egypt and Jordan under the auspices of Grace Baptist Church
in Amman, Jordan. The work of IAW was presented at a small start-up event. The ladies
in attendance were introduced to the idea of holding courses for women of all ages to be
trained in diverse skills that they could use to start an income-generating business, to learn
something they like but have never tried, to become trainers in a certain field, or simply to
fill their time and create new friendships within a secure and supportive community.

Each course at IAW is offered once a week for a span of four to six weeks. The session
lasts about three hours and includes a clear explanation of the subject matter with a chance
to practically apply what each lady has learned. During the session, there is also time for
a short break where ladies can have a cup of coffee or tea while enjoying a casual chat
about topics that impact their lives spiritually, psychologically, and emotionally. At the end
of each course, the ladies enjoy a simple graduation to celebrate their achievements. In
addition to the different course offerings, IAW organizes regular gatherings and seminars
throughout the year.

At the request of the trainees, IAW has also started a Bible study held at the Grace
Baptist Church offices. Similar to IAW Lebanon, we aspire to become mobile in order to
deliver our message to the world. We offer IAW services to all Jordanian governments
in collaboration with the local churches. To stay up-to-date with our most recent news,
be sure to follow our Facebook and Instagram pages. IAW Jordan is still young, but with
collaboration, participation, and prayers, we can grow together to reach the ladies of
Jordan. It’s been a great blessing to our lives to get to meet these women and have them
share. The coffee break is usually a very special time for them. They come in not really
knowing what to expect. We advertise it as being a ministry of the church, so they know it’s
a Christian context, but they don’t necessarily realize they’re coming to meet new people.
They’re not sure how it’s going to go. And very quickly, they’re immersed in whatever skill
they’re learning but also in these new relationships.

To help with that, we always have people from our church who are there to start
conversations among the ladies. Some of the trainers are part of our church. And because of
IAW Women Ministries, three women and their spouses have started attending our church.
The community in Jordan that would come to something like this is probably a quarter
believers, two-thirds nominal Christians, and maybe a very small percentage of Muslims.
Many nominal Christians have questions: What is Baptist? Evangelical? What does that
mean? What does that look like? And what they’re asking really are technical questions that
we take advantage of and present a clear gospel that doesn't offend them because they also
believe in Jesus and the Bible, but we make it clear that it’s not about the name, where you
were born, or the church you belong to. It’s a relationship. That can be tricky, but we make
use of any conversation to present this to them.

During coffee break, there is usually a biblical message, a small devotion, a small
message of encouragement. But every two or three coffee breaks, we have a pretty clear
gospel message. The ladies hear it, and we've sown that seed. We follow up on it by visiting,
spending time with them, and by giving them community. Many re-register for other
courses and ask us what’s coming up next. What haven't I taken yet? I want to learn this. I
want to learn that. Some do it even if they don’t care about the skill they’re learning. They
just want to be with other ladies and listen to what we have to present.

It’s interesting to see how they interact, because there’s a lot of young moms with kids
at school. But there are older moms who have not been working and feel their degree is
no longer relevant. So they feel useless. There are several widows and older, retired ladies,

widows, and those who just want to fill their time because they feel alone. But when they
come to the first session and meet the other ladies, they end up in tears, because they
realize their stories are the same. My story is just like hers. She’s been through something
I've been through. She’s lost a child. I've lost a child. She doesn’t have a job. I don't have a
job. I feel like I'm stuck at home. She feels like she’s stuck at home. And this has brought
everybody together. And a lot of their stories are similar to ours as well.

One of our trainers who is now part of our church was an atheist for a long time. She
lost her husband, who was a believer, and was left with three children ages two, three,
and four. She was very bitter and very angry at her husband and at God. But to honor her
husband and the faith he believed in, she took their children to Sunday school because
she wanted them to know their father’s faith and know what their dad used to believe. She
would also stay and attend Sunday school but mostly just to argue and make sure everyone
knew that what the Christians believe is just not true and that she did not believe the same
thing. To make it even more complicated, she also attended church and I AM A WOMAN
ministries, which is through our church.

Finally, she came to know Jesus on her own just by fighting her way through. She said,
“I realized I couldn’t fight anymore, and these Christians are real and not faking the belief
they have in God” So her anger went away when she gave her life to Christ. Now she’s tried
her best to be involved in the ministry and is now our baking trainer. Anytime she has
the chance, she’s up there telling those ladies what happened to her and sharing her story,
which was incredibly transformational.

She was always so angry when she came to church. You could not look at her face.
She was just bitter and upset at everything. When you look at her now, she’s a changed
person. Her testimony has been amazing with these women. We have a few others who
have also come and gone and are also part of our church, but she’s the most consistent and
most available lady in our group. Stories like that are really encouraging to us. As you can
imagine, there are often many tears shed and hugs given. These women are a blessing.
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LIVES TRANSFORMED THROUGH
LIFEWORD'S GOSPEL BROADCASTING

By Emily Brantley
Lifeword
lifeword.org

ifeword exists to help make disciples through the creative proclamation,

production, and promotion of biblically sound media that communicates

in the heart language of every tongue, tribe, and nation. That’s our mission

statement! We produce gospel programming designed for radio, the internet,
video, and digital print. With over 250 creative partners worldwide, Lifeword currently
shares the gospel in over 160 languages. Lifeword is able to reach billions of people every
day with the gospel message of Jesus Christ.

The Philippines is a country in southeast Asia where Lifeword has had a strong
work for many, many years. In the Philippines, Lifeword has over 50 FM radio stations
broadcasting in several of the 120 languages spoken in the Philippines. Like all of our
regional coordinators, Bro. Pete Etabag, Lifeword’s Asia-Pacific Coordinator, frequently
shares stories of how lives are transformed through Lifeword’s gospel broadcasting.

Recently, Bro. Pete shared with us a
testimony of a man living on the island
of Negros. This man is a husband and
a father. He was a drunk and regularly
mistreated his wife and children. His
wife and children attended one of our
BMA churches in the community. The
wife had put her husband’s name in
the prayer bulletin. When her husband
found out about it, he was furious, but
the church prayed that the Lord would
save him and change his life.

Later, Lifeword helped the church to
install an FM radio station. Along with
installing the station, Lifeword provided
transistor radios for the church to
distribute among community members

so they could listen to the broadcasts. This man’s children received one of the radios to take
home and listened to it regularly. Soon, the children noticed that their father was listening
to the church’s broadcasts, music, and gospel messages on his own. One day, the radio’s
battery died and the father instructed his children to go to the church to request a new
battery to continue listening.

The children never spoke to their father about it, but they soon noticed a change in
him. He quit drinking and became much warmer toward them and his wife. He soon
decided to start attending church with his family and was saved and baptized. He now
serves in the church faithfully and shares his testimony with other lost souls in the
community.

This is just one of hundreds of testimonies like this that we hear from our partners
around the world. The Lord is transforming lives through the work and efforts of Lifeword.
We are so thankful to Him for saving souls and for using us to be a small part in expanding
His kingdom.

Would you join us in praying for our work around the world? Pray that more people
would commit to supporting Lifeword financially so that more people can hear the story of
Jesus.

Lifeword Sunday is coming up on October 20th! For more information on how you
and your church can get involved, go to www.lifeword.org/lifeword-sunday/.
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BMA Texas Missions cont.

I have been able to talk with and begin to form a relationship
with one student named Tomas and am excited to have the
opportunity to share more with him. I also was recently able
to share my testimony with a teacher.

Please continue to pray for one of the families that we
have been ministering to. Their names are Salvador, Isabel,
Bryan, Chavito and Rodrigo. Rodrigo is only about three
months old and has Trisomy 13. He has a health condition
and is not expected to live past the age of one and could pass
any day. However, in His mercy, God has preserved this little
boy’s life and he has defied the odds so far. We have been
having Bible studies in their home now for about a month
but Salvador, the father, has not been present for any of them.
Would you pray with us that God would stir in him a desire
to know Jesus?

Prayer Needs:

Pray that we would be savvy in finding ways to engage
with our neighbors and that God would grow a supernatural
love in us for them.

Pray for Amber and the kids as they have started back with
homeschooling and as they continue to settle into life here.

CHRIS DRIVER—
WEST TEXAS MULTIPLICATION NETWORK/
TEXAS MISSIONARY CARE
CJDRIVER316@GMAIL.COM

Howdy from west Texas!
We are back to school and
that means new and fresh
opportunities for ministry. We
are so excited to finally see
some progress in connecting
to students from South Plains
College. Our help with the
SPC cosmetology department A Chris Driver
last month has borne fruit in that we had one young lady
bring four friends to our Sunday service. We have also begun
preparation for several meals for them this semester. We are
making inroads in starting a new group/work in Sundown,
one of the neighboring communities. There are several great
outreach opportunities coming up in Levelland that will help
us continue to develop momentum. Thank you so much for
all your support and prayers. God is definitely on the move
here in west Texas.

Prayer Needs:

SPC Ministry development

Sundown group formation

Donation of a church van for our O-Kids program

Open doors for the gospel in Levelland and Sundown

JOSE TORRES—TYLER HISPANIC MISSION
JOSETORRES@GMAIL.COM

We have managed to form
a team so that the Sunday
service is carried out in the
absence of any or all of us
who participate. We have
trained and engaged people
to support in case we are
away or sick. John Sage is a
member of the church who
provides us with the facilities for our services. He is a retired
missionary but he faithfully supports us every Sunday. He can
share the Word if I am not there. Diego has trained Sabrina in
technology and sound so she can support. We have included
more people to help us count and record the offerings. My
wife has trained other women to support us in child care.
Jovita and Jose are committed to helping us receive people in
addition to preparing everything for the service and putting
everything away.

We are also challenging our leaders to take the next step
toward forming disciples which is the main focus of our
vision. They are already trained, we just have to help them
engage people so that they can carry out our discipleship.

My wife and I are looking to start new people to disciple.
She has started with her co-worker, Hilda, and I have
connected with her husband, Sergio, to start with him too and
see who else they know to form a group in their home.

Prayer Needs:

We ask for your prayers as we are planning for 2025.

A Jose Torres

KYLE CHEATHAM—
GRACE CHURCH JARRELL MISSION
KYLE@GRACEJARRELL.COM

We are celebrating exciting
fruit as we were able to baptize
four adults in August. We’ve
paired two new believers with
two more mature believers
for personal disciple-making
and both pairs are doing well.
For the first time since we
launched, we averaged 100 A Kyle Cheatham
in worship. Our prayer ministry held a back to school prayer
walkabout at the church with the names of all of our students
(K-5th, over 50!) written on cards around the room, so
that people could come and pray over them. Our women’s
ministry cooled off with an ice cream social, a well-attended,
wonderful time of fellowship and building relationships. Our
men’s ministry is studying the attributes of God. Our young

adult ministry celebrated one year of gathering for Bible study,
prayer and fun. Things are feeling solid and we are praising
God!

Prayer Needs:

Please pray for us as we prayerfully explore an amazing
opportunity that would provide more space and be a blessing
in SO many ways.

TIM ALBA—THE BRIDGE MISSION IN SEAGOVILLE
TIMALBA1986@GMAIL.COM

We have had some
breakthroughs this month with
many people in our church.
Many came to me Sunday and
asked how they can serve in
our ministry. It has been very
exciting to see people come to
understand God’s calling and
mission in their lives. People
are opening their homes, others are wanting to serve and few
feel called to ministry. It has been quite a month for us. We also
had five salvations this month alone—10 overall throughout the
summer. We are hoping to baptize them in the near future.

Prayer Needs:

Pray that God opens doors for us to find a permanent home.
We are growing and people are getting excited at our church.
We are also excited about what God is doing at our church.

A Timothy Alba

ROBERT LEE-
HARMONY BAPTIST CHURCH IN
NORMANGEE REPLANT
BRO.ROBERT.F.LEE@GMAIL.COM

This month has been
exciting. As the school year
started back, our local school
superintendent invited pastors
to come to the school and
meet with him for breakfast
to talk about how best to be
involved in our local school.
I am looking forward to what
the year holds in store.

Prayer Needs:

Pray for us as we prepare for some opportunities to engage
our community in the coming months.

A Robert Lee

Heith Mitchell is the director of BMA of Texas Missions.
Contact him at PO. Box 73, Waxahachie, Texas 75168,
972-923-0757 or hmitchell@bmatexas.org. For more

information, visit www.bmatexasmissions.org.
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District Reports

By SARAH LOW

Cherokee District WMA met at Afton Grove,
Jacksonville July 9, 2024. The host church served a variety
of salads, and Cornerstone, Jacksonville provided desserts.
During the business meeting that followed, Vice President
Nancy Washburn opened the meeting in absence of President
Cindy Allen. Bro. David Hallum, pastor of Afton Grove,
Jacksonville prayed. Mrs. Rosemary Hallum welcomed
everyone to the meeting and introduced the guest speaker,
Regina Brooks. Before Regina began, Patricia Johnson
sang a special in song of “Worthy is the Lamb.” Regina
Brooks is the co-founder and director of the Jacksonville
“In His Image” which was formed in 2013. “In His Image”
is a mentoring program for young ladies ages 12-18. It is
designed to teach self-awareness of who we are in Christ
and mold these young ladies in our community through
difficult teen years. The mission of this ministry is to a) help
adolescent girls have a safe place to address difficult issues
and for them to learn who God says they are; b) teach the
young ladies leadership skills through community service;
c) empower girls to know their self-worth. The basis of this
ministry is Genesis 1:26, “...and God said, Let us make man
in our image, after our likeness...” After Regina was thanked
by the group, old and new business was taken care of by
approving the minutes of the last meeting and the treasurer’s
report. The 2024-2025 officers were elected: Cindy Allen,
President; Nancy Washburn, Vice President; Lugene Sims,
Secretary/Treasurer; Alicia Johnson, Historian; Connie
Sherman, Prayer Chairman. Mrs. Jo Ann Bass expressed
appreciation to the church for their hospitality, and the
meeting was dismissed. The October meeting will be at
Cornerstone, Jacksonville.

Liberty District WMA met at Fellowship, Pittsburg July
13, 2024. The theme for the year is: Learning Through God s
Creation. The theme verse is, “The heavens declare the glory
of God, the skies proclaim the work of his hands. Day after
day they pour forth speech, night after night they reveal
knowledge. They have no speech, they use no words, no
sound is heard from them. Yet their voice goes out into all the
earth, their words to the ends of the world” (Psalm 19:1-4).
President Sandra Kizer presided and led in reciting the motto.
The youth auxiliaries were featured with both the Sunbeams
and GMA girls participating in the program.

SHARING A PROGRAM IDEA

(This was prepared by Teresa Gipson and used by Sarah
Low in the installation of officers.)

Testify!

Some of the sweetest worship services can be those in

which God’s children testify about what the Lord has done
and is doing in their lives. What a blessing it is to read as
Stephen testifies in Acts 7, and Paul in Acts 22 and 26, and
even the simple testimony of the Samaritan woman in John 4,
who said, “Come, see a man who told me everything I ever
did. Could this be the Messiah?”” The Bible shares the results.
“They came out of the town and made their way toward him.”

So, what does our testimony do?

* It gives honor and praise to our Lord and Savior,

* It can be instrumental in leading a person to Christ,

* It can heal and draw us closer together, and

e It can remind us of all of God’s goodness and

faithfulness...which gives us more faith and courage in
our daily living.

To quote an article: “Our testimony shows that God is
greater than our story or our experience. It is not about us, it
is about God and His work in and through us.”

1 Peter 3:15 says, “But in your hearts revere Christ as
Lord. Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who
asks you to give a reason for the hope that you have. But do
this with gentleness and respect.”

This year during our quarterly meetings, you will be given
an opportunity to share your testimony. This should be an
incredible time of encouragement and getting to know each
other in a deeper relationship. As we share our testimonies,
we may find that we share some similar experiences and
struggles, but the same Lord has been through it all. There
will be those with different experiences and struggles, but,
again, the same Lord.

Mark 5:18-20: “As Jesus was getting into the boat, the
man who had been demon-possessed begged to go with him.
Jesus did not let him, but said ‘Go home to your own people
and tell them how much the Lord has done for you, and how

he has had mercy on you.” So the man went away and began
to tell in Decapolis how much Jesus had done for him. And
all the people were amazed.”

As we begin a new year with newly installed officers, let
us share how much the Lord has done for us and how He has
had mercy on us.

IMPORTANT DATES

November 18-19: BMA of Texas Annual Meeting,
Jacksonville, Texas. WMA will be meeting at FBC
Jacksonville.

For more information, visit
our website at TexasWMA.com
or follow us on Facebook: Texas
WMA. Scan the QR code to link
directly to the website to access
forms or for more information.

Texas WMA has a new e-mail
address: txwmainfo@gmail.com.

SUPPORT OUR PROJECTS

State WMA: Jacksonville College chapel — new AC and
roof. Goal $25,000.

State GMA: Repair of Daniel Springs tabernacles.

State Sunbeams: Larry and Tammy Wood. Goal $2,024

Sarah Low is the Texas Women’s Missionary
Auxiliary (WMA) editor. Contact her at

sarahbethlow@gmail.com. For more information

about the Texas WMA, visit www.texaswma.com.
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EVEGIILS §

RE:CHARGE (CONFERENCE FOR PASTORS AND CHURCH STAFF)
DATE: October 1-3, 2024
PLACE: Calvary Baptist Church, Fayetteville, Arkansas

CELEBRATION (CONFERENCE FOR ADULTS)
DATE: November 12-14, 2024
PLACE: Chateau on the Lake, Branson, Missouri

BMA OF TEXAS ANNUAL MEETING
DATE: November 18-19, 2024
PLACE: Jacksonville, Texas

DErsonnel
2positions

STUDENT PASTOR—First, Carthage, is seeking a fulltime student pastor.
Ideally, this man would have a bachelor degree in a related field and at
least three years of experience in leading ministry. Submit resume to janet@
firstbaptistcarthage.com. Resume deadline is November 1, 2024.

WORSHIP LEADER—First, Carthage is seeking a full-time worship leader.
Ideally, this man would have a bachelor degree in a related field and at
least 3 years of experience in leading worship. Submit resume to janet@
firstbaptistcarthage.com. Resume deadline is November 1, 2024.

PASTOR—Oakland, Vicksburg, Mississippi is seeking a full-time pastor.
Inquiries should be made to Joshua Webb of the church’s pulpit committee.
He can be reached by phone at 479-747-9132 or josh.webb15@gmail.com.

125

PASTOR—Eighth Avenue, Teague is seeking a bivocational music minister.
Send resume to Pastor Roy Prather, 201S. 8th Avenue, Teague, Texas 75860
or pastorroy@yahoo.com. 1224

PASTOR—Mt. Olive Baptist Church of Scurry is seeking a bivocational pastor.
For information call 972-935-2428 or email rebecca.upchuchb59@gmail.com.

PASTOR—Calvary, Arlington is seeking a bivocational pastor. Email resume
to psc@calvarybaptistarlington.org. a4

YOUTH/STUDENT MINISTER—Antioch, Gilmer is seeking a bivocational
youth/student minister. Send resume to Pastor Michael Pool, 7391 Giraffe
Road, Gilmer, Texas 75644, abcgilmer@gmail.com, or call 903-315-6822. 1224

PASTOR—Calvary, Fairfield is seeking a full time pastor. Email resume to
mullenmarvin@yahoo.com or mail to 191 PR 515, Fairfield, Texas 75840. For
more information contact Marvin Mullen at 903-644-5828.

PASTOR—OId Bethel, Canton is seeking a bivocational pastor. Email
resumes to OBBCResume@proton.me.

YOUTH/MUSIC MINISTRY LEADERVFirst, Palmer is seeking a person
to lead their youth and music ministries. If interested, email Pastor Gary
Southard at pastor@fbcpalmer.org. e

PASTOR—Bethel, Clayton is seeking a pastor. Send resume to Joe Ogden,
563 CR183, Carthage, Texas 75633 or call 903-692-0000. A parsonage is

available for the pastor. The church is located at 160 CR1521, Clayton. Jerry
Phillips is currently serving as interim pastor. tn

DAStOrE starr
GNdANYES

DANNY HAILEY is the new pastor of Forest Hill, Quitman.

JEFF ARMSTRONG is the new senior pastor of First, Carthage.

S|AND
FIRM

1 CORINTHIANS 16

11:00 a.m. Meeting & WMA Registration

MONDAY AFTERNOON SESSION
(First Baptist Church)

1:30 p.m. PRAISE AND WORSHIP
First Baptist Church

1:40 p.m. CALL TO ORDER
INTRODUCTION OF OFFICERS
WELCOME PETITIONING CHURCHES

1:55 p.m. SPECIAL MUSIC

2:05 p.m. PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
Michael Pool,
Pastor of Antioch, Gilmer
& BMA of Texas President

2:40 p.m. ELECTION OF 2024-2025
OFFICERS

C
ELECTION OF 2025
ANNUAL SPEAKER

2:50 p.m. PRESENTATION OF PROPOSED
CONSTIUTIONAL AMENDMENT(S)

3:00 p.m. TBHC
Jason Curry,
TBHC President

3:10 p.m. INTRODUCTION OF MISSIONARIES
3:20 p.m. BREAK
3:30 p.m. BREAKOUTS SESSION 1

4:30 p.m. DISMISS TO CORNERSTONE BAPTIST
CHURCH FOR DINNER

DINNER '
(Cornerstone Baptist Church)

5:00 p.m. DINNER

MONDAY EVENING SESSION
(Cornerstone Baptist Church)

6:15 p.m. PRAISE AND WORSHIP
Cornerstone Baptist Church

6:25 p.m. BAPTIST PROGRESS
Jerry Fulton
Baptist Progress Director/Editor

6:35 p.m. CONCERT BY KAREN PECK & NEW RIVER
Sponsored by Baptist Progress

7:05 p.m. ANNUAL MESSAGE
David Cook,
Pastor of South Park, Fort Worth

7:50 p.m.  OFFERING/DISMISSAL

TUESDAY MORNING SESSION
(First Baptist Church)

8:30 a.m. BREAKFAST
(Exhibit Area)

WMA REGISTRATION

(FamiIXALife Center)
9:00 a.m. WMA MEETING
(Family Life Center)

9:30 a.m. LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE
Mentoring: “Passing It on the Faithful”
2 Timothy 2:2
David Erickson & Todd West, speakers
éaonsored by BMA Texas Missions
anctuary)

11:15 a.m.  BREAKOUTS SESSION 2

12:15 p.m. LUNCH
(Jacksonville College or On Your Own)

TUESDAY AFTERNOON SESSION

(Jacksonville College)

1:30 p.m. PRAISE AND WORSHIP
Jacksonville College Singers
1:40 p.m. ENCOURAGEMENT FROM THE WORD

1:55 p.m.  JACKSONVILLE COLLEGE
David Erickson,
Jacksonville College President

2:05 p.m. VOTE ON PROPOSED CONSTITUTIONAL
AMENDMENTS

124th Annual Session of the
Baptist Missionary Association of Texas
JACKSONVILLE, TEXAS + NOVEMBER 18-19, 2024

2:10 p.m.  BMAT COORDINATING COMMITTEE
ELECTION OF COORDINATING
COMMITTEE MEMBERS

2:25 p.m. BMAT NOMINATING COMMITTEE
David Hellwig,
BMAT Nomlnatlng Committee Chairman

2:35 p.m. TEXAS WMA REPORT
Cindy Allen,
WMA President

2:45 p.m. BAPTIST MISSIONARY LOAN ASSOCIATION REPORT
Jerry Fulton,
Baptist M|SS|onary Loan Association
Director

2:55 p.m. ENROLLMENT AND FINANCE REPORT
3:00 p.m. OFFERING
3:05 p.m. BREAK

3:25 p.m. PRAISE AND WORSHIP
Jacksonville College Singers

3:30 p.m. BMA TEXAS MISSIONS REPORT AND
COMMISSIONING SERVICE
Heith Mitchell,
BMA Texas Missions Director

4:00 p.m. PRAISE AND WORSHIP
Jacksonville College Singers

4:05 p.m. ENCOURAGEMENT FROM THE WORD
4:20 p.m. FINAL ANNOUNCEMENTS
4:30 p.m. ADJOURN

BREAKOUTS SESSION ONE:

He|th M|tche|l sP eaker
(First, Jacksonville Choir Room)

Hispanic Ministry
Elvis Garcia, speaker
(Iglesia Bautista La Familia)

God Uses Broken People in His Perfect Plan
Debi Powers, speaker
(First, Jacksonville Family Life Center)

Ministers” Wives
Kelly Johnson, speaker
(First, Jacksonville Family Life Center)

State of the Texas Church Insurance Market
Dean Malone, speaker
(First, Jacksonville Junior Department)

Strapped Families, Strapped Churches
Debt Discussion

Chris Webb, speaker

(First, Jacksonville Generations Classroom)

Church Assimiliation: How to Move Guests from
Curious to Community

Kevan Wood, speaker

(First, Jacksonville Willing Workers Classroom)

BREAKOUTS SESSION TWO:

Hispanic Ministry
Elvis Garcia, speaker
(Iglesia Bautista La Familia)

Navigating Property Insurance
Dean Malone, speaker
(First, Jacksonville Junior Department)

Strapped Families, Strapped Churches
Debt Discussion

Chris Webb, speaker

First, Jacksonville Generations Classroom)

Pastor Balance and Health
Todd West, speaker
(Men’s Classroom)

Education/Internship Discussion
(First, Jacksonville Choir Room)

Church Assimiliation: How to Move Guests from
Curious to Community

Kevan Wood, speaker

(First, Jacksonville Willing Workers Classroom)

* The meeting location for the Tuesday
afternoon session is subject to change.
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SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 24, 2024
OVERALL GOAL: $125,000
GOAL PER CHURCH: $1,500




