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A Lifeword Executive Director Donny Parrish conducting a training for our Ukrainian brothers and sisters in Poland last month

By EMILY BRANTLEY
Lifeword

Since Lifeword began, her mission has
not changed and can be summed up in one
sentence: We tell the story. The story of
hope, the story of grace, the story of mercy,
the story of salvation...the story of Jesus.
It’s the greatest story ever told, and we have
dedicated our efforts, time, finances, and
ministries to telling this story to the nations.
But we don’t do it alone. We need you to join
us in taking The Greatest Story Ever Told to
the lost, to the hurting, to the broken, to the
searching. When you partner with Lifeword,
you become a part of this mission. When you
partner with Lifeword, you tell The Story.
When you partner with Lifeword, you change
lives. Here is how.

February 24, 2022, Russia invaded the
country of Ukraine and for 18 months now,
war has upended the lives of thousands of
Ukrainians. Many have fled the country.
Many have stayed and committed to fight.
Many have lost their lives.

War has become their new normal. The
sounds of air raids and sirens are no longer

cause for alarm. Schools have built bomb
shelters in them so they can continue with
classes even during attacks. Every Ukrainian
has been altered in some way by this war.
Many are suffering without hope, without
faith, and with fear of what the future holds.
They are in dire need of the hope found in
Christ, but how do we tell them?

This month, Lifeword’s executive director,
Donny Parrish, went to Poland to meet with
Ukrainian pastors and their wives about
how Lifeword can help them tell The Story
to their families, friends, neighbors, and
fellow citizens in Ukraine. Lifeword is
perfectly positioned to come alongside these
pastors and help them to share the gospel
message of Jesus Christ in their country that
is desperately seeking hope. Through social
media, Lifeword is able to reach thousands
of Ukrainian speakers, both in Ukraine and
those around the world who have fled from
the war.

Lifeword’s mission is to tell the Story. This
is just one example of how we are working

to do that in one of the many countries in
which we’re privileged to work. This is what
you make possible when you partner with
Lifeword. When you partner with Lifeword,
this is how you Tell the Story.

This year, Lifeword Sunday is Oct. 22 and
the theme is “Share Jesus. Make Disciples.
Everywhere.” Lifeword Sunday is the day set
aside each year that the Lifeword Team asks
the churches of BMA America to pray for
and take a special offering to help Lifeword
expand her gospel footprint around the world.
Lifeword Sunday is critical to helping us
fulfill our mission. Would you go to lifeword.
org/lifewordsunday and register your church
to be a part of this great day? When your
church registers, your pastor will be entered
into our Pastor Giveaway. This year we are
giving away a new Macbook Pro! Download
the Lifeword Sunday video to show your
church exactly what they are supporting and
order t-shirts to help us share the message of
Lifeword. Then, on Oct. 22, let’s all celebrate
and worship our missionary God!
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College enroliment grows

By DAVID ERICKSON, PhD

The Fall semester is underway at Jacksonville College. The number
of students grew by nearly 10 percent this year and there are almost
550 students enrolled this semester. This is the highest enrollment the
college has experienced in the last five years. New degree pathways in
fields like business, education, health and STEM are proving popular
with students. The launching of a new program in biblical studies
should encourage additional students to enroll at the college.

Enrollment Coordinator Darlene Burnitt commented, “We are
blessed to have good numbers, and we are very thankful for the high

caliber of students we have this year. Our Father has brought a mission
field to our doorstep, and we are excited to share the love of Jesus with
each of the students He has placed here!”

Professions of faith have already been made this year. There has
also been a noticeable uptick in the personal engagement and spiritual
vitality of the students this year.

Student Events Coordinator Shawn Moore mentioned, “These
students are highly involved in campus life. Sometimes the student
center is full of students all evening long.”

Restoring the Heart of Jacksonville College

By DAVID ERICKSON, PhD

The heart of Jacksonville College is worshiping the God we study and
serve. The chapel at the center of the campus symbolizes how Jesus is at
the center of everything done on campus. Sadly, the chapel building cannot
be used at this time. Age has caught up to it. As a temporary solution we
are holding chapel services on the bleachers in the gym.

As new life is breathed into and a renewed vision is cast for the
college, the goal is to move into a new era by restoring the heart and soul
of the campus. To restore the Buckner Chapel to operation would require
replacing the air conditioner units, installing a new roof and refurbishing
the lighting system.

A goal of $500,000 to Restore the Heart of Jacksonville College has
been set. This will allow the chapel to be restored and renew the campus
for its intended purpose.

RESTORING
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SBTC Ends Partnership with Jacksonville College

By DAVID ERICKSON, PhD

Whether Jacksonville College thrives, survives, withers or dies is now in
the hands of the churches of the BMA of Texas. At the college we are working
hard to meet this new challenge, but we will only succeed if the Lord works
generously through His people and His churches. If every BMA church gave
an extra $1,000 to Jacksonville College this year, it would close the gap in our
budget while giving us time to restructure our finances for a sustainable future.

Nearly 20 years ago the Southern Baptists of Texas Convention (SBTC)
joined together with the BMA of Texas to support the educational mission of
Jacksonville College. This was one of a number of partnerships the SBTC was
forming at the time.

In more recent years the SBTC has been redirecting its support away from
the ministry of Christian education. In 2022, the SBTC ended its longstanding
partnership with Criswell College. This year it is ending its only remaining
educational partnership, the one with Jacksonville College. The leaders of the
SBTC have pledged that they will continue to partner with Texas Baptist Home
for Children in the ministry of foster care and adoption.

The financial impact of this change is significant. The SBTC regularly
provided 40 percent of the donations given to Jacksonville College. The
SBTC contributed approximately $10,000 every month to the college. Those
donations will be ending in December. In addition, the SBTC also provided
an annual grant of $150,000-$300,000 per year to fund improvements to the
campus. The SBTC has not given a grant so far this year, leading to a $250,000
shortfall in the budget. Spending cuts have already been initiated to minimize

the amount of deficit spending required to handle this loss of support, but the
college is expecting to end the year in the red. The budget being prepared
for next year will need to be reduced significantly to bring the college back
towards a financially sustainable path.

The ending of this partnership also requires changes to the Board of
Trustees of Jacksonville College. Previously the SBTC had nominated four
of the 15 trustees. The Board is currently examining the school’s charter and
bylaws so that changes can be made to reflect the altered situation.

According to President David Erickson, “This change presents us with
a financial challenge, but together the college and the churches of the BMA
can meet this challenge. At the college, we will remain focused on our core
mission—raising up the next generation of Jesus-centered believers who will
lead, serve and sustain our churches. This has been the purpose of Jacksonville
College for the last 124 years, and it will continue to be our purpose in the years
to come.”

David Erickson is the president of Jacksonville College.
Contact him at 105 B.J. Albritton Drive, Jacksonville, Texas
75766, 903-586-2518 or president@jacksonvillecollege.
edu
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A word from your Missions Office

By HEITH MITCHELL

The last month we have celebrated the bookends of
the missionary journey with your BMA of Texas Missions
Movement.

We celebrated and marked the important moment of
Kingdom Chapel Church in Saginaw completing their five
years with Texas Missions Aug. 27. They are stepping into
self-support this month. Ronnie, Tiffany and their family
have faithfully worked, sacrificed, and followed the Lords
lead. An exciting future lies ahead for the young and healthy
Kingdom Chapel Church Family. We are excited for them.
Will you send congratulations and encouragement from your
church to help them mark this important milestone and look
to their future to:

Kingdom Chapel Church

228 Belmont St.,

Saginaw, TX 76179

Ronnie@KChapel.org

Antioch Church in Georgetown commissioned and sent
out their new missionary to the Cedar Park Community in all
three of their services Sept. 10. We are excited to partner with
them in supporting Brad Cauley and his family in making
disciples in Cedar Park. The commissioning service was
beautiful and serious. We are excited for Antioch and the new
mission.

A word from your missionaries

BRAD HOLCOMB—
REDEMPTION HILL FT. WORTH
BRAD@REDEMPTIONHILLFW.ORG

This line from the book, Leadership on the Line, has been
helpful for us in implementing change to the congregation,

Your Church’s Mission Movement in Texos

"Leadership is leading people
to change at a rate they can
absorb." This has helped
remind us that leading through
change and leading people to
change is necessary but at an
appropriate and patient pace.
We are called to both lead the —
vision forward and shepherd A Brad Holcomb
the flock of God among us (1 Peter 5).

Prayer Needs:

Please pray that as our church moves locations, we will
grow in being devoted to the Word, to fellowship, to breaking
bread together, to prayer and to mission (Acts 2:42-47).

TIM ALBA—
THE BRIDGE MISSION IN SEAGOVILLE
TIMALBA1986@GMAIL.COM

I have learned this month
that God is with us no matter
what we go through in
ministry. I know that seems
obvious but it can also be
taken for granted when we
feel spiritually weak. The
burden of ministry can
bring many hardships and A Timothy Alba
challenges, but in the end, I have chosen to stay strong in the
Lord no matter the obstacles. The temptation is to stop doing
good, but the Bible tells us to not grow weary in doing good.
In time God will restore us and whatever we face today will
become a distant memory.

Prayer Needs:

Pray for our church to find a building in which we can
permanently worship.

HAITAO HE—
FREE SALVATION BIBLE MISSION IN
CORPUS CHRISTI
HAITAO.HE@BMATS.EDU

In Romans 7, Paul shared
about his experience of not
being able to do the things
he was supposed to be doing
and he could not solve the
conflict while he was looking
into the law. Every time I
look at my personal power, I
feel the same way as I cannot
find hope in my personal strength, I had to go back to the
salvation I received and look into the work of Jesus Christ to
regain my power to continue my mission work. The Book of
Romans comforts me to keep doing it with all the difficulties.

Prayer Needs:

Pray that we will be spirit-filled with this month's series of
sermons on the Book of Romans.

A Haitao He

CHRIS MINDI—
ANCHOR AUSTIN MISSION IN LEANDER
CHRIS.MINDI@BMATS.EDU

ONLY THE VERY BEGINNING

Hosea 3:1-5:15; Acts 2:1—
41; Job 15:10-20

Beginnings are exciting.
The freshness of a new project
or a new relationship sharpens
our senses. When that novelty
diminishes, though, it is
difficult to maintain the same
level of excitement.

Acts 2 is all about beginnings. In this passage, we get an
inside view of how God worked to gather a new community
of believers to Himself. Pentecost and the arrival of the Holy
Spirit signaled a new era and produced a new community, as
both Jews and “devout men from every nation under heaven”
converted to the Christian faith (Acts 2:5).

From where we stand, it is easy for us to see Pentecost
as the pivotal moment in the history of the Church—
an unparalleled event that changed the world forever.
Magnificent things happened. Peter gave a moving testimony.
Three thousand people came to faith.

When we celebrate the holiday of Pentecost, however, we
are remembering the first fruits of the harvest—the coming of
the Holy Spirit and the original community of believers under
Jesus Christ. First fruits are only the start of a harvest; they
hint at future abundance. The wonders that began at Pentecost
are still happening today. God is active and present in our
lives, just as He was gathering His Church then.

We need a fresh perspective. We need the motivation
and the boldness of Peter. We need to rekindle our original
excitement when announcing that the kingdom of heaven is at
hand, because He is at work, in us and around us.

How are you sharing this hope?

One-year daily devotional*

Prayer Needs:

Pray for us as a church-planting family that we stand firm
in the mission and vision of making disciples even when we
do not see the progress as we expected. Pray that we will be
faithful in God's mission and not back down. Pray that we
are faithful and effective in developing leaders and equipping
them well in God's Word. Pray that we as a church are more
present in serving the people of our neighborhood and relate
to the needs around us.

A Chris Mindi

KYLE CHEATHAM—
GRACE CHURCH
JARRELL MISSION
KYLE@GRACEJARRELL.
CoM

Thank you for your prayers
and support for what God is

A Kyle Cheatham

BMA TX MISSIONS continued on p. 10
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An expression of everlasting love
Many of our friends choose to honor or remember a
family member, a friend, or an associate with a gift for
the children of the Baptist Home. Texas Baptist Home for
Children, in turn, notifies the appropriate person. Listed
in capital letters are those honored or remembered from
Aug. 1-31, 2023.

ENDOWMENTS
E. ANN PACE: Martha & Karl Pace
MYRA STOKES: Bill Stokes

HONORARIUMS
HOLLIN ANDERSON: James & Susan Anderson
PALMER ANDERSON: James & Susan Anderson

Memorials
AGNES ALEXANDER: Arnold Alexander
ALVIA & THEDA ADAMS: Mary Adams

BILL DEAN: Rosewood Baptist Church, Gilmer; Jimmy &
Carla Shipp

BILLY W KEELING: Billy O Keeling
BRADY DOGGETT: James & Micah Krauskopf
BUDDY & LULU HAZELL: Cheryl Briscoe

CHARLES DONAHO: Charles & Charlotte Johnson;
Rosewood Baptist Church, Gilmer

CHARLES MITCHELL: Gay Mitchell
CHARLOTTE TURNER: Tommy & Brenda Shuttlesworth

CHRISTINE EASTERLING: Leon & Katy Engle; Elise Morris;
Mahl Baptist Church Adult Sunday School Class

DALE BAKER: Jimmy & Carla Shipp

DOROTHY SEXTON: Thomas Jeter

JEFF-FREE LYNN HOKE: John & Cynthia Anderson
JESSIE DURHAM: Virginia Hopkins

JOE GARRETT: Linda Beason

JOHN GRIMES: Barbara Maxwell; Wendi Walker-Schmidt
JOHN WALCOTT: Gay Mitchell

JUDY RIVERS: Duane Turner

KAREN CAGLE POWERS: Charles & Charlotte Johnson
KAREN PRESTON: Linda Beason

KAY WOLCOTT: Gay Mitchell

KYLE RUSH: Sandra Plaster

LEALAND BRITTON: Johnny & Phyllis Howell
LINDA FAGG: Linda Beason

LOVITA LOU OUIMET: James Ouimet

MARTHA GREEN: Pine Brook Baptist Church, Tyler
MS. LORNA HUDSON: Cecil & Jackie Blair

NELL CHRISTOPHER: Emma Burleson

NORMAN REEVES: Linda Beason

OLEN & LULA MAE BRITTON: Mary Adams
OLIVIA: Larry & Carol Brock

RANDY FOWLER: Lauren Carter

RODNEY WEAVER: Clyde & Debra Wilson

RONNIE WRIGHT: Emma Burleson

SHANNON WORTHY: Tommie Worthy

VERALENE EDGMON: Leon & Katy Engle

W.V. RAY: Brenda Ray

TBHCG

FOSTER CARE & ADOPTION
TBHC to participate in North Texas Giving Day

By TBHC STAFF

TBHC will participate in North Texas Giving Day, one
of our largest fundraising events of the year, Sept. 21, 2023.
This year, we have sought out matching donors who have
pledged $30,000, with a total goal for the day of $75,000.
We are asking you, our BMA friends, to help us reach this
goal. It is more than a number or a dollar sign.

It is specialized therapy for a child needing to heal from
trauma. It is training for foster parents who are seeking
ways to connect with a child. It is the feeling of normalcy
for a child who gets to participate in a camp, a gymnastics
class or a basketball team for the first time in their lives, or
Christmas gifts under the tree—something they’ve never
even dreamed of before. You can be a part of making this
day a day of providing for the needs of these children. A day
to let them know they are seen.

You can donate through the QR
code below, or by visiting www.
northtexasgivingday.org/organization/
tbhcfostercareandadoption. You can
give a child a chance for hope.

wr ] Y

Books by C.R. Meadows

TYLER, Texas—Leopold Press has announced two the reissue
of two works related to the C.R. Meadows under their Leopold
Faith imprint: The Overflowing Life and The Steps of a Good Man:
A Biography of C.R. Meadows.

Jill Emprimo, who co-founded Leopold Press with her husband,
is the great-granddaughter of Bro. Meadows. Leopold Press is a
small publishing imprint located in Tyler that focuses on children’s
books, cozy fiction and faith-based publications.

Next year will mark the 60th anniversary of Bro. Meadows’
passing, and the 125th anniversary of Jacksonville College, where
he served as president throughout World War II. Bro. Meadows
was also the long-time editor of Baptist Progress and pastor of the
First, Jacksonville for 20 years and pastor emeritus for eight more.

“Both of these works have been out of print for a long time,”
said David Emprimo, who edited and annotated the books. “Jill and
I both felt it was important to make these books available again; not
just for the Meadows family, but so a new generation of Christians
will have the chance to know more about this great man.”

The Overflowing Life, written by Bro. Meadows, was originally
published as part of the “Believe Your Bible” series by the Baptist
Publications Committee of the Baptist Missionary Association of
America. The volume had been edited with a new introduction by
Jill, and some clarifying endnotes have been added.

reissued

The Steps of a Good Man: A Biography of C. R. Meadows,
was written by his daughter Mary Meadows Utt Bishop shortly
after his death. The book has been updated to add an index
and extensive endnotes to clarify names and events, effectively
bringing the information up-to-date since its original publication
in 1965.

Both books are being reissued with new covers. The updated
cover for The Steps of a Good Man was designed by Patra
Meadows Philips, another of Bro. Meadows’ great-grandchildren.

All of the books from Leopold Press are available in print
format and for the Kindle from Amazon. Other eBook formats
are available from Smashwords. The
print versions are also
available for
special order
through most
booksellers.

For
information, visit
the Leopold Press
website at https://
www.leopoldpress.
com

more
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11:00 a.m.

Meeting & WMA Registration

MONDAY AFTERNOON SESSION

1:30 p.m.

1:40 p.m.

1:55 p.m.

2:05 p.m.

2:40 p.m.

2:50 p.m.

3:00 p.m.

3:20 p.m.
3:30 p.m.

4:30 p.m.

5:00 p.m.

PRAISE AND WORSHIP
Crossroads, Rowlett Praise Team

CALL TO ORDER
INTRODUCTION OF OFFICERS
WELCOME PETITIONING CHURCHES

SPECIAL MUSIC
Crossroads, Rowlett Praise Team

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

Ryan Burchett,

Pastor of Walnut Street, Winnsboro
& BMA of Texas President

ELECTION OF 2023-2024 OFFICERS

ELECTION OF 2024
ANNUAL SPEAKER
Ryan Burchett

PRESENTATION OF PROPOSED
CONSTIUTIONAL AMENDMENT(S)
Ryan Burchett

JACKSONVILLE COLLEGE
David Erickson,

Jacksonville College President
BREAK

BREAKOUT SESSION 1
MEET YOUR DEPARTMENT
PERSONNEL & STATE
MISSIONARIES

DINNER BREAK

MONDAY EVENING SESSION

7:00 p.m. PRAISE AND WORSHIP
Crossroads Church, Rowlett Praise Team
7:10 p.m. TBHC
Jason Curry,
TBHC President
7:25 p.m. CONCERT BY AMY DOUGLAS
Presented by Baptist Progress
7:55 p.m. ANNUAL MESSAGE
Robbie Caldwell,
Retired Pastor
8:30 p.m. OFFERING/DISMISSAL
TUESDAY MORNING SESSION
8:00 a.m. BREAKFAST, CORNHOLE, WASHERS & SOCCER
(Behind the Church)
WMA REGISTRATION
9:00 a.m. WMA MEETING

(Youth Building)

——T0=—
GDD 2023 BMA of Texas Meeting

CROSSROADS CHURCH, ROWLETT

November 6-7, 2023

10:00 a.m.

1115 a.m.
12:15 p.m.

Theme: To God Be the Glory (Isaiah 42:8)

LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE

WITH JASON COLLINS

(Worship Center)

Sponsored by BMA Texas Missions

BREAKOUT SESSION 2

LUNCH ON CAMPUS
(Provided by Crossroads, Rowlett)

TUESDAY AFTERNOON SESSION

1:30 p.m.

1:40 p.m.

1:55 p.m.

2:00 p.m.

2:15 p.m.

2:25 p.m.

2:35 p.m.

2:45 p.m.

2:55 p.m.

3:00 p.m.
3:20 p.m.

3:50 p.m.

3:55 p.m.

4:05 p.m.

4:20 p.m.

4:30 p.m.

PRAISE AND WORSHIP
Crossroads, Rowlett Praise Team

ENCOURAGEMENT FROM THE WORD
Chris Sweet,
Pastor of Grace Temple, San Angelo

VOTE ON PROPOSED CONSTITUTIONAL
AMENDMENT(S)

BMAT COORDINATING COMMITTEE

ELECTION OF COORDINATING
COMMITTEE MEMBERS

BMAT NOMINATING COMMITTEE
David Hellwig,
BMAT Nominating Committee Chairman

TEXAS WMA REPORT
Kristi Key,
WMA President

BAPTIST MISSIONARY LOAN ASSOCIATION
REPORT

Jerry Fulton,

Baptist Missionary Loan Association Director

BAPTIST PROGRESS REPORT
Jerry Fulton,
Baptist Progress Director/Editor

OFFERING
BREAK

BMA TEXAS MISSIONS REPORT AND
COMMISSIONING SERVICE

Heith Mitchell,

BMA Texas Missions Director

ENROLLMENT AND FINANCE REPORT
Eddie Ballard,
BMAT Recording Clerk

PRAISE AND WORSHIP
Crossroads Church, Rowlett Praise Team

ENCOURAGEMENT FROM THE WORD
Spencer Simpson,
Pastor of Redeemer’s Love, Houston

FINAL ANNOUNCEMENTS
Ryan Burchett

DISMISSAL

Hotels for 2023
BMA of Texas Meeting

By JERRY FULTON
Baptist Progress Director/Editor

The 2023 BMA of Texas Meeting will be at Crossroads
Church, located at 7900 Chiesa Road in Rowlett, Nov. 6-7.
The list of hotels listed below are near the church. There is no
headquarters hotel.

HOLIDAY INN EXPRESS & SUITES
GARLAND E-LAKE HUBBARD 130
4417 Bass Pro Drive

Garland, TX 75043

972-203-5700

IHG.com

HOLIDAY INN GARLAND

51110 N President George Bush Hwy
Garland, TX 75040

972-495-144

IHG.com

HYATT PLACE DALLAS/GARLAND
5101 N President George Bush Hwy
Garland, TX 75040

972-414-3500

Hyatt.com

TRUE BY HILTON

5055 N President George Bush Hwy
Garland, TX 75040

972-272-0745

Hilton.com

COMFORT SUITES LAKE RAY HUBBARD
8701 E Interstate 130

Rowlett, TX 75088

972-372-0589

choicehotels.com

HOME2 SUITES BY HILTON
ROWLETT ROCKWALL MARINA
8609 Sunset Blvd

Rowlett, TX 75088
469-367-4200

Hilton.com
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Liberty Association hosts Lifeword Rally

Volunteer Student
Missions: Not just for
sun and selfies

By HOLLY MERIWEATHER
BMA Global Content Coordinator

In our BMA
Global family,
ministry happens all
around the globe.
And we are not just
talking at churches,
worship services
and discipleship
groups. Sometimes
ministry happens
during basketball
in the park, a hula
hoop game or face
painting. More
organically but intentionally and relationally, just like Jesus
modeled. One example of that kind of ministry is Volunteer
Student Missions (VSM). On a recent trip, 13 students and four
adults used those exact activities and others to minister in Costa
Rica.

Jairo Bonilla coordinates the work there with the help of Luis
Ortega (not to be confused with Lifeword Director of Operations
Luis Ortega here in the States). One of the many ways Luis serves
is by managing VSM teams that host Bible schools for children.
The VSM Costa Rica team was blessed to have him as a local
contact, interpreter, “transportation director,” and so much more.
One thing is for certain: He is a great example of godly leadership.

Well before the team left from the States, they met at VSM
weekend in the spring for team-building, security training, dos and
don’ts on the mission field, and cultural education. Team Costa
Rica decided to use David and Goliath and Daniel in the Lions’
Den for their skits, then leaders purchased supplies for the props
and decorations. In one week, they held four Bible schools at two
churches and a community center.

The team spoke very little, if any, Spanish, but there did not
seem to be a language barrier as I watched these young high
school and college students find the shyest, the smallest or the
most scared children and made them feel special. There were fist
bumps, hugs, high-fives and water balloon fights that left children
breathless and laughing. And I watched the children as they
listened to the story about a giant who was defeated and a lion
whose mouth was shut, both because of a loving “Dios.”

Despite the language barrier between us and the children,
it was clear that the story captured their attention. Seeds were
planted that day, and the gospel was shared, but only God knows
what will take root.

VSM is not a vacation. It is the life-changing fulfillment of a
calling to serve. And every student on the team understood that
it was not about selfies, which there were plenty of when the
children noticed our cell phones and wanted to see themselves in
a photo.

As summer winds down and VSM trips conclude, BMA
Global personnel like Angela Rice and Margaret Anderson are
already planning 2024 trips. If you are considering joining one,
don’t hesitate to let us know so you can experience the amazing
things God can do with construction paper, a sword made out of
balloons and a plastic slingshot.

By CHARLES JOHNSON
Pastor of Rosewood, Gilmer

Liberty Association held a rally at Enon, Gilmer for Lifeword
Media Ministries Aug. 17. There were 14 churches represented by
messengers, and these local bodies presented a substantial offering to
Lifeword.

After a welcome by Enon Pastor Jed Whitaker, Liberty moderator
Billy Byrd presided over a brief business meeting. Luis Ortega,
program coordinator for Lifeword shared the scope of this television,
radio and digital Internet department of the BMA of America.

Donny Parrish, executive director of Lifeword, was on a trip
to visit churches in Europe but addressed the audience via a video
presentation. He encouraged churches to participate in Lifeword
Sunday Oct. 22. He asked for the congregations to celebrate our
missionary God, to pray eamestly for the ministry of Lifeword and
to give generously to support the outreach work of this department.

Yalanda Merrell introduced a discipleship program Lifeword is
launching named “FOLLOW.” This four-part system will be used to

help young converts grow and may be used by local churches to assist
in making disciples.

Shaun Merrell, a Lifeword volunteer, shared how he uses outdoors
events, such as hunting and fishing, to present gospel-oriented videos.
He is retired from the Arkansas Game and Fish Commission.

Luis Ortega, Lifeword’s director of programming, brought
an inspirational message centered on Luke 24:47 and titled,
“Everywhere.” He stressed the importance of preaching repentance
to all nations and people around the world. He explained 99 percent
of the world’s population of eight billion has cell phones. Lifeword is
able to use this means to tell the good news of Jesus Christ to the two
billion residents of Planet Earth who have never heard about Jesus.

Following the service, the host church provided a delicious buffet
of various snacks and desserts to the messengers. The next session of
the Liberty Association will be an annual meeting at Oak Hill, Gilmer
at3 p.m., Oct. 8.

Lifeword reaching into Ukraine

By JENNIFER HARRELL
Lifeword

Lifeword is using media to share Jesus and make disciples
everywhere!

One of the key spots in the world that Lifeword is targeting with
new media outreach is the country of Ukraine. Recently Lifeword
Executive Director, Donny Parrish, spent two weeks with Lifeword’s
Ukrainian Director, Pasha Onatsko. They discussed strategy for
reaching out to those in Ukraine who need to hear the story of Jesus.

“Pasha is a great leader. Lifeword is so excited to have him on our
team,” said Parrish. “He understands that while the people of Ukraine
are fighting for their freedom from Russian oppression, their greatest
need is freedom in Jesus. The people of Ukraine are especially open
to hearing the story of Jesus during this time of conflict and danger.
Pasha is putting together a great team to use social media and the
internet to introduce people to Jesus through Lifeword.”

Lifeword invests in people all around the world to reach their own

culture for Christ. Parrish says that Lifeword’s goal is to train people
who relate to and understand their culture to tell the story of Jesus in a
language that they can understand. “God is using Lifeword to tell His
story in over 150 languages around the world. Our goal is to be in at
least 200 languages in the next 4 years,” said Parrish.

Lifeword Sunday is scheduled for Oct. 22, 2023. This is a day set
aside for churches across the BMA of America to pray for the ministry
of Lifeword and to give a special offering to help Lifeword increase
her impact around the world. To register your church for Lifeword
Sunday visit www.wetellthestory.com. There, you can also purchase
Lifeword Sunday T-shirts to help share the ministry of Lifeword and
enter your pastor’s name into a drawing for a MacBook Pro.

Lifeword Sunday offerings are crucial in helping Lifeword
continue to expand around the world! Together we can Share Jesus,
Make Disciples, Everywhere!

The Erwins to scheduled for Celebration 2023 Adult Conference

By JENNIFER HARRELL
BMA of America Conferences

There is something captivating about the blending and swelling
of sibling harmony. When that is combined with pure talent and a
servant’s heart for people, you have the incomparable ministry of
The Erwins.

The Erwins will be one of the featured artists at Celebration
2023 Conference at the Chateau On the Lake Conference Center,
in Branson, Missouri Nov. 28-30. This annual conference (formerly
called National Senior Adult Conference) sponsored by the
Conference Division of BMA America, has been redesigned to
appeal to all adults of the Baptist Missionary Association. Set in
beautiful Branson, Missouri, the conference is a three-day event
featuring uplifting worship, fellowship, gospel entertainment,
food and fun. Conference admission includes admission to the
conference, tickets to Sight and Sound’s production of the musical
“Esther” and two buffet breakfasts.

The Erwins started singing as soon as they were each able to talk.
Appearing at over 270 dates a year with their father, who has been
in full-time evangelism for nearly 50 years, they have been traveling

full-time their entire
life singing in
concerts, revivals,
and conferences all
across the country.

Three of the
four siblings, Keith,
Kody, and Kris
performed as a trio ' =
until 2013, when the group announced that their little sister, Katie,
would be joining the group full-time on stage officially making
them a Mixed Group.

It is with prayer, determination, and focus that The Erwins are
blazing new trails in Southern Gospel, proving to their industry
peers and fans alike, that the future of Southern Gospel music is, in
fact, secure with a young group like The Erwins.

Register for Celebration 2023 and make your hotel reservations
at https://bmaamerica.org/celebration.
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CHRISTIAN ADVENTURE IN THE MIDDLE EAST

By Sam Jordan
Missionary to Jordan
brmaglobal org

erving Christ is a very beautiful task. It is an enjoyable adventure and filled

with challenges that raise in the heart a desire to continue despite the fears it

sometimes has and the failures at other times. With each one we experience

that the grace of God is sufficient, and it gives the “"power made perfect in our
weakness”

My family and T came to Jordan ten years ago in 2013 as missionaries. God has blessed
our ministry in great ways, and we have been able to share the love of God in practical
ways, Here is what God is doing in our ministry.

Life Changing Ministries

“Even so let your light shine before men; that they may see your good works, and glo-
rify your Father who is in heaven” (Matt. 5:16).

This is our motive to serve thousands of people who are in need of help spiritually,
emaotionally and physically. Our goal is to glorify our Father and share the gospel of our
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. We continue helping people with medical treatment and
medicines at Mercy Medical Clinic, and we still reach around 2,500 patients each month.

Twao-thirds of those patients are refugees, mostly women and children. We're see-
ing different types of illnesses. Many suffer from severe trauma as a result of eleven years
of civil war in Syria. We're helping some people with critical conditions, and many were
referred to hospitals as "lifesaving cases.” Hundreds of food boxes are distributed every
month to help the needy, especially those who have no chance to eat.

The Non-formal Education Program now is helping around 200 Syrians. We teach
them life skills, offer schooling and classes, and explain Christian values. It fills our hearts
with joy seeing kids expressing their appreciation because they have ambitions for their
future. We believe that one day they will testify how they were impacted by the church.

Life Center for Women: Foeusing first on women'’s lives and hearts, the center offers
post-trauma healing for those women affected by the conflict in Syria. In addition there is
vocational training such as sewing, cooking, and handicrafts to help them generate some
income to survive. Empowering women is an essential and crucial need in our region
because they were abused and suffered for a long time. I believe that our team is doing an
amazing job.

The other women’s ministry is concerned about women, especially widows and the el-
derly. My wife Sue and three other ladies started a Blessings Center where women can find
safe haven and a place to be encouraged and taken care of, Widows especially are facing the
hardship of life. Al the center they offer Bible study three times a week and train women
to share their testimonies with others. The center also offers food and different kinds of
help in the name of Christ. Many of the women who never attended church have become
regular attendees.

Theology Training: This is God's calling for the church. Luke 10:2 says, “And he said
unto them, the harvest indeed is plenteous, but the laborers are few: pray ye therefore to the
Lord of the harvest, that he send forth laborers into his harvest” [ took that as a personal
calling; therefore, we started a theology program, and right now I am teaching a preaching
class to students and this is my fifth course.

Helping Churches and Pastors: The church in Jordan went through a tough time
due to the Covid virus pandemic, and it suffered as everyone else did. Some churches lost
members and even some sponsors. As a result of the curfew, the church used social media
to continue its pastoral work and care for its members, and meetings shifted from in-per-

Wl YT

som to virtual churches. Perhaps curfew helped families to spend more time together, and

the church went on to carry out field service to help its members. However, the pandemic

weakened the church because it dispersed its members, and when returning to the church
to meet in person, half of the members didn’t show up. We had an obligation to share with
other churches, help them, and support them spiritually by encouraging their pastors and
praying with them.

The “Come and See™ ministry focuses on holding revival meetings and training
churches how to use the discipleship materials we have. Our team recently visited Anjara
Baptist Church in Anfara, Jordan. That church is led by Pastor Mousa Tadrous. The church
was heavily impacted because people are moving from that city to other big cities searching
for better job opportunities. In addition, the church suffered from the effects of the pan-
demic. During the meetings, our worship team led the worship time and everyone enjoyed
it. I shared an encouraging message for the believers, shared the gospel, and many accepted
the Lord as their Savior.

Life Café: The church opened a café last year that is a safe haven, especially for young
people and families. Open six days a week, it became a center of discipleship and provides a
communitly gathering space. During the World Cup, we used the calé to be a ministry out-
reach center. It was an amazing tool to gather young and old people together. It connected
the church members to become one family.

Fruits to Celebrate: As a result of our discipleship effort, recently nineteen people de-
cided to follow the Lord through baptism. It’s a great joy to celebrate the fruits of our labor.
We give glory to God for his grace because it is sufficient to use a weak vessel like us.
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SPREADING HOPE AND EMPOWERING VILLAGES

By Joshua Phiri
Missionary to Zambia
bmaglobal.org

n our commitment to spreading the transformative message of faith, we have
embarked on a journey of planting churches in the villages of Zambia, each
with its unique set of challenges and opportunities. This article highlights our
efforts in establishing these churches, addressing challenges related to witch
doctors and the cultural practice of marrying multiple wives, and celebrating the passion of
young people to reach neighboring villages. Furthermore, we focus on our goal of raising
up leaders who will not only lead their churches but also plant more churches and make
disciples who will continue the chain of transformative growth (2 Timothy 2:2).
Planting Churches in Three Villages
With a vision of expanding the reach of the Gospel, we have successfully planted
churches in three villages. Each church serves as a center for spiritual growth, village unity,
and comprehensive development. Through prayer, strategic planning, and collaboration
with local villages, we have witnessed the establishment of vibrant congregations and Bible
study small groups that are transforming lives.
Challenges of Witch Doctors and Cultural Practices
One of the significant challenges we have encountered in these villages is the presence
of witch doctors and the cultural practice of marrying multiple wives. Witch doctors often
hold influence over the village, perpetuating beliefs and practices that are contrary to the
teachings of Christ. In these villages, there aren't any doctors or hospitals, so when people
get sick, they go to witch doctors for help. These witch doctors are seen as sources of hope
and healing.
But we wanted to bring true healing to the village with the love of Jesus, We showed
kindness, prayed for people, and shared stories of how God has miraculously healed others.
We wanted to show that faith in God can bring real love and healing. As time went on,

we saw a change happening as people started to see that they could find genuine love and

healing through a deeper relationship with Jesus Christ.

Additionally, the practice of marrying multiple wives poses its own set of challenges,
including strained relationships, gender inequality, and emotional turmoil within families.
Uphaolding our core value of caring for families in distress, we approach this issue with
sensitivity and respect for cultural traditions, Our goal is to help families thrive by
promoting biblical values of love, respect, and unity. By providing support, guidance, and
family discipleship, we strive to strengthen marriages and create a healthier and more
harmenious family life, reflecting the teachings of the Bible and the love of Christ.

The Passion of Young People and the Call to Reach Neighboring Villages

Inspiringly, we have witnessed a fervent passion among the young people within
these villages to reach neighboring villages with the transformative message of Christ.
Their desire to make a difference and share the hope they have found in their own lives
is a driving force behind our efforts. These young people, fueled by their faith and full of
excitement, are like sparks that bring positive changes. They share God's teachings and help
their villages grow.

Raising Up Leaders and Making Disciples

To ensure the sustainability and growth of the churches we have planted, we are
committed to raising up local leaders. Through comprehensive training programs,
mentorship, and discipleship, we equip individuals within the village to take up leadership
roles within their churches, These leaders are empowered to shepherd their congregations,
nurture spiritual growth, and address the specific needs of their villages.

Furthermore, we emphasize the importance of making disciples who will, in turn,
make more disciples. By instilling the value of intentional discipleship, we create a culture
of continuous growth and multiplication. As Jesus instructed in Matthew 28:19-20, “Go
therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of
the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe
all that I have commanded you.”

Conelusion

Owr journey of planting churches in the villages has
been marked by challenges, triumphs, and a deep sense
of purpose. Despite the obstacles posed by witch doctors
and cultural practices, we remain committed to sharing
the transformative message of faith, hope, and love.

The passion of young people fuels our efforts, while
the training and equipping of local leaders ensure the
continued growth and expansion of the churches.

As we raise up leaders who will lead their churches
and plant more churches, we strive to make disciples
who will carry the torch of transformative growth
forward. Through the power of faith, community
empowerment, and the commitment to spreading the
Gospel, we envision a future where these villages and
neighboring communities are touched by the love and
grace of Jesus Christ. Together, we embrace the call 1o
empower communities, make disciples, and bring about
lasting transformation,

8 | September 2023



N E W S

WE NEED YOUR HELP

By Johnmichael Poulin
Regional Coordinator for Africa and South America
brnaglobal.org

(4 ¢

e need your help!?™ That is something that we hear all the
time. Normally when we hear it the first thing that comes to
mind is that someone wants our money. This time we are not
asking for your money. | am conveying a request that was
made to me recently on my last trip to Africa. On this trip [ was able to visit three countries
where the BMAA has a presence: Ghana, Nigeria, and Liberia.

As | visited these three countries, [ was able to visit with pastors, As | visited with these
pastors, | heard about what God was doing in all these beautiful countries. [ was also able
to listen to their needs-both physical and spiritual. [ was able to listen to their difficulties.
Most are the same difficulties we have here in the United States, and some are specific to
the region in which they were working, but none are new to ministry or following Christ,

As | listened to all their needs, there was one common theme in all three countries.
They were asking-truly they were begging—for our help in theological training. Most of
the pastors in these countries do not have large libraries. If the truth were to be told, most
of them only own a Bible, and if it is a study Bible that is something very special. Most of
them have not studied formally. The only training that they have received is reading the
Bible and the discipleship of their former pastors,

These churches understand that ultimately
it is their responsibility to train their people.
They are not trying to shift their responsibility
to anyone else. They are asking sister churches to
come alongside them and to help them in their
theological training so that they might be able to
Lrain their own pastors and leaders in the future.

This is where we're asking for your help. We
are asking that your church make a three-year
commitment to a specific area in Alrica to help
train these churches, BMA Glabal will help to
identify an area that would best fit your church.
We will help with training material that will be
doctrinally sound and easily reproducible so that
they can teach their own people. We will also
provide all the necessary pre-field training for this
commitment.

Let’s talk about what this three-year
commitment looks like. The first thing that we
would ask is that your church would commit to
mraking three trips per year. Each trip will be to
the same area, hopefully working with the same
pastors., If your church cannot do three trips in a
vear, you could partner with two other churches
and each church could do one trip per year. BMA
CGilobal can help in the coordination of this.

The second part of the commitment would
be to do the training that BMA Global provides.
The first part of that training would be security

training. This is for the safety of your team members as they travel abroad. The second
part of that training would be on the topic of "when helping hurts.” This will help you
understand why we will not be meeting every request that is made to you and to us
concerning physical needs.

The third part of the commitment [s that you come up with a plan of what will be
taught on the nine trips that will be made over the three-year commitment. BMA Global
has great material that we would love to share with you, We also understand that some
pastors feel more comfortable developing their own material, We ask that this material be
easily reproduced so that they can teach it to others. We also ask that there be a systematic
plan to what is being taught.

I pray that we will have several churches that will commit to helping our sister
churches in Africa. Qur sister churches in Africa are pleading for help. Truthfully, most of
our Sunday school teachers here in the United States are better trained than most of the
pastors that are in Africa. [ pray that our churches in the United States will be willing to
help our churches in Africa so that they will be able to help themselves in the future and
help neighboring countries just as we were able to help them.
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LIFEWORD EXPANDS ACROSS LATIN AMERICA

By Heather Harrison
Lifeword
lifeword.org

oy. Excitement. Thankfulness. Those were the sentiments as twenty-five
Lifeword representatives from various Central American countries gathered in
El Salvador at the end of June. Their purpose was to learn from and encourage
one another, celebrate what God has done, and look ahead at Lifeword Latin
America, Every Lifeword team member is a firm believer in discipleship, and it
is backed up by the fact that each is discipling someone. Most reported having multiple
professions of faith and new believers being discipled.

Team members, representing churches and countries from México, Guatemala,
Honduras, Nicaragua, El Salvador, Panama, and the United States, were trained in editing,
recording, voice, ministry, and preaching. They also worshiped God together and shared
his word-encouraging each other to serve in humble obedience, giving all glory to God.

One of their primary tasks was to select a new Lifeword coordinator for Latin
America. They unanimously agreed and appointed Rigoberto Jimenez Cruz. Brother
Rigoberto is the BMA Global Coordinator for El Salvador. He pastors Centre De
Vida Montelimar Baptist Church and is a team player, leading in serving, evangelism,
discipleship, and church planting. The new mission points in El Salvador are progressing
and discipleship is ongoing. As the new coordinator, Brother Rigoberto will oversee
Central America, South America, Caribbean, and Spain.

Here are some updates of what God is doing through the three-way partnerships of
Lifeward, the local church and BMA Global:

« Lifeword team members plan to share the gospel through three new initiatives at
the border of Colombia and Venezuela, as well as through other formats and digital
platforms to reach additional audiences.

« ‘Three new language speakers for the Guahibo (aka Jivi), Puinave, and Tenec have been
identified. Other languages are currently being explored. This means many more will
be able to hear the gospel in their native language.

« 'The Garifunas are now reaching the Mesquito people group.

= Praise God for the work being done in Latin America!
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ReCharge Leader’s Conference

vision and an invitation

By HEIDI SORRELLS
BMA of America Church Strategy and Training

Three years ago, Larry Barker and the BMA conference
team sat down to dream about a conference for pastors,
pastor wives and church ministry leaders who were
soldiering in ministry trenches almost 24/7. It was 2020
and COVID had only exacerbated burn-out, anxiety,
loneliness and decision fatigue. Associational leaders
wanted to help and do something to thank and help renew
these weary hearts.

Larry’s pastoring role at Cornerstone, Jacksonville,
coupled with his global ministry work in the areas of church
health, leader health and soul care gave him a great burden
to provide more resourcing, encouragement, training,
coaching and Healthy Church Solutions partnerships
with anyone who needed it. Out of those prayers and
conversations, the ReCharge conference was born.

ReCharge was in Dallas in 2021 and last year was held
in Hot Springs, Arkansas. Feedback was overwhelmingly
positive, confirming that this gathering continues to have
purpose and give value to others. Pastor Dan McGee of
Glenview, Independence, Missouri said this after ReCharge
2022, “My wife and I enjoyed attending ReCharge. We
liked the speaker and the entertainment but what really
impacted us was just having a time to relax.”

Pastor Tony Crocker of Worden, Bald Knob, Arkansas
said, “Everyone in occupational ministry needs time to
refresh. Some seasons, due to the confluence of events
in our lives, we need the Lord and fellowship with our
brothers in arms more desperately. That was us at ReCharge
2022. My wife and I arrived facing a deep challenge in
ministry, a crossroads in life and a wound in our family.
All required the hands and feet of Jesus. When we left, our
world had not changed. In fact, our circumstances became
more challenging than before. But we had changed. We
were ready to fight the war from our knees. Trust us. If you
come, you will leave being better for it.”

On Oct. 4-6, 2023 individuals and couples in all
capacities of ministry will gather in Moore, Oklahoma, just
outside Oklahoma City, and find a place to unplug from
doing ministry.

This is what ReCharge offers:

* time away with those who understand the struggle

* revisiting the obedience and beauty of the ministry

call

* times of quiet reflection and prayer

* re-energizing through shared stories and accountability

conversations

» sound Bible teaching from pastor and author Bill
Elliff from the Summit Church, Arkansas

* collective worship with Drew Cline, pastor at South
City Church, Arkansas

* men’s breakout with Larry Barker and ladies’ breakout

with Lori Cline

+ catered dinner and concert with Dove Award winning

musician Buddy Mullins

 free gifts for every attendee from BMA departments

and sponsors

+ games nights sponsored by the Baptist Trumpet

» free time to explore Bricktown in neighboring

Oklahoma City

From Wednesday evening to Friday morning, Oct. 4-6,
the conference emphasizes the importance of Christian
community that renews hearts and minds for the ministry
season ahead.

Join for ReCharge 2023 at Southgate Baptist Church
in Moore, Oklahoma or consider gifting this experience
to your pastor or another leader. October is Pastor
Appreciation Month and we cannot think of a better token
of appreciation. Go to https://bmaamerica.org/recharge/ to
register and book an area hotel today.

CONFERENCE REGISTRATION:
S90 PER PERSON
S170 PER COUPLE
“UNTIL SEPTEMBER 29, 2023
LOCATION:
SOUTHGATE BAPTIST GHURCH
740 SW 4TH ST, MOORE OK 73160

FEATURING:

REsCHARGE

LEADER'S OASIS

BUDDY MULLI

FOR MORE INFO AND TO REGISTER GO TO WWW.BMAAMERICA.ORG/RECHARGE

OKLAHOMA CITY, DKLAHOMA

.,

OCTOBER4-6, 2023
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Thank you

By SARAH LOW

“Taste and see that the Lord is good; blessed is the man
who takes refuge in Him.” Psalm 34:8

The Texas WMA met for their fall retreat at Cornerstone,
Jacksonville Aug. 25-26. The Cherokee District WMA ladies
warmly welcomed 118 attendees and invited them to a time of
worship with Haley Norman. An update on the state project
was received Project Promotor Jeannie Walker. Women then
attended various breakout sessions Friday evening.

Saturday morning started with an update from Texas
Baptist Home for Children representative, Laurie Henthorn.
The TBHC is looking for a third location and is actively
seeking homes for foster children in Texas.

Our guest speaker, Katy McCown, author and podcaster,
spoke for our morning session. She emphasized the
importance of trusting God and turning to Him.

She challenged the ladies to evaluate what we turn to in
times of trouble to see on what we are relying. Are we relying
on our best efforts or others or do we rely on God? Tasting
and seeing (Psalm 34:8) is a continuous process that requires
coming to Jesus and relying on Him to heal all our hurts.
We are then to take what He offers us. He is our salvation,
grace, comfort, security, peace, and provision. To taste is to
discover by experience and requires our active participation,
not passive observation.

She then took us to Genesis 17, where Abram and Sarai
received their new identities in God as Abraham and Sarah.
God worked out their circumstances and is in control. He is
faithful and has already worked out His will in our lives. We
need only take refuge in Him and His goodness.

Breakout sessions were available, and each attendee was
invited to attend four different sessions. Brandi Gilpatrick
guided the ladies in a water-color painting activity while
encouraging dwelling in God’s Word. Katie Allen and
Hayley Rasco led a session entitled “Breaking bread breaks
barriers” in which they focused on the biblical feasts and the
importance and spiritual significance of sitting down together
around the table. Christie Burton led “The Law of the Lord is
perfect.” Her focus was Psalm 19:7-11 and the completeness
and importance of the Word of God. She encouraged us to
memorize scripture because, by doing so, we can saturate our
souls with His Word.

“What missionaries do and how do you really pray for
them?” was led by Tammy Wood, missionary to Ukraine. She
spoke about how missionaries get established in the foreign
mission field and the struggles of daily living in a different
culture. She also provided ladies with specific ways in which
we can pray for our missionaries including praying for favor
with unbelievers, to be filled with God’s Spirit, and for
perseverance and patience.

Joann Bass introduced us to “Bible women who were
tested”: Hannah, Abigail, Mary, and Anna taught us about
our plea to God, the importance of preparation, purity, and
being pious.

Cindy Allen encouraged us to “come to the table” in
her breakout session. She reminded us that God showed up
regularly in the garden of Eden and has been working to woo
us back into an intimate relationship with Him since then. We
can grow in intimacy with God through reading our Bibles,
prayer, and fasting. She challenged us to read the Bible for
its transformative power and not just information, reminded
us that prayer can keep us humble, and fasting can encourage
seeking God.

Ashley Kirby, who recently returned from Ukraine, led a
session entitled “Grief and trauma has hit your home, now
what?” She spoke about her own personal loss and about how
we can reach out during difficult times.

Throughout the conference, women were encouraged
to bid on silent auction items ranging from baked goods to
handmade shawls.

We concluded our time together with a hands-on mission

opportunity. Ladies wrapped and packed 400 Christmas shoe
boxes for distribution in the mission field.

A big “thank you” to the ladies of Cherokee district for
hosting a lovely conference and to our speakers who taught
us to seek God and taste that He is good.

So far this year, over $18,000 has been raised by the
Texas WMA, but it’s not too late to submit your offering
for this year’s project—Bibles and study materials for Texas
missionaries in their native languages.

Sarah Low is the Texas Women’s Missionary
Auxiliary (WMA) editor. Contact her at

sarahbethlow@gmail.com. For more information

about the Texas WMA, visit www.texaswma.com.
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Drawing Closer to

By VALARIE FISH

When both my boys were toddlers, they would often not
pay attention to me when I gave an instruction, especially an
instruction they didn’t want to follow right at that moment.
Sometimes they would respond, but I knew they weren’t really
listening. The parenting books all agree that when talking with
children you should get down to their level. “Look right here, at
my face,” I would say, and then make eye contact. Often, I would
make them repeat what I said so I knew they understood.

Early on, toddlers also learn “face time” means you are
listening to them. If I were distracted, they would get up in my
face, sometimes to the point of holding their little hands on
each side of my cheeks, looking me right in the eye and saying,
“Mommy, you have to listen!”

God took on human flesh as Immanuel — God with us —
so He could come down and get on your level. He says, “Look
right here, at my face...” and He gives clear distinct instructions.
Sometimes He waits for you to repeat the instructions back to

Him, so He knows you understand.

“I love the Lord because He has heard my voice... because He
inclined His ear to me...” (Psalm 116:1-2 ESV).

Each day, if you take a few moments to commune with your
Father, you can be certain He hears you. The above passage says
He inclined His ear, which means He leans in and gives you His
undivided attention! If you have ever experienced this, then you
understand why the Psalmist wrote the next phrase — “Therefore
I will call upon Him as long as I live.” When you really know
God is listening, you will learn to take every concern and every
care and crawl up into His lap to talk to Him.

Even as my children got older, giving too many instructions at
a time could be a problem. So, with my youngest son, we started
what we called “practice listening.” I would give an instruction
and say “now, practice listening” and he would reply with “so
what you are saying is...” and repeat back what he understood
the instruction to be. Finally, the most important step is following

through with the instruction given. That is how I know my son
really heard me — when he follows the instruction! James 1:22
says “be doers of the Word and not hearers only....”

Sometimes, God takes this approach with you and me. He has
given all the instructions. He wants you to read them and then
practice listening! Repeat back the instruction so He knows you
understand. That is what makes studying the written Word of God
so important. You must read it to hear it. You must understand it to
be able to follow. You must follow through to prove you heard the
instruction in the first place.

Beloved, are you listening?

Visit the National WMA blog at nationalwma.org/blogs/

Editor’s Note: An article appeared in the August issue of Bapfist
Progress titled Drawing Closer to God (Part 2): Prayer was
credited to Judy Wallace, but should have been credited to Jackie
Ricks. Our apologies for not changing the byline.

BMA Global leadership

By HOLLY MERIWEATHER
BMA Global Missions

Larry and Tammy Wood began serving as missionaries to
Ukraine in 2018. When the war in Ukraine began, they expanded
their ministry to the Czech Republic while continuing to serve
the work in Ukraine and the refugee population that flooded
Poland. Larry and Tammy have a heart for European countries
and their people. He recently assumed the role of European
coordinator for BMA Global and is very excited to serve in this
capacity.

Larry said, “Evangelical Christians make up less than 2
percent of Europe’s population, and some countries like the
Czech Republic have less than 1 percent, with only .074 percent
professing faith in Christ. Anything less than 2 percent constitutes
an unreached people group. But the good news is that there
are many signs of renewed interest in spiritual matters among
Europeans and many doors are opening for church planting in
places the BMA has never worked. We want to take advantage of
Europe’s spiritual awakening and seek ministry areas in which to
share the gospel and plant churches that are impactful for many
years to come.”

The Woods are also working with others to enhance PFPO

change

(Pre-Field Preparation
and Orientation), BMA
Global’s missionary
training program.
According to Larry,
while the present
training model is very
good, BMA Global
leaders believe there is a
need to develop a more
comprehensive program
that better serves
missionaries moving on
to their respective fields
of service.

Please pray for Larry and Tammy and their new areas of
responsibility. Pray for open doors in Europe and for God to
raise up men and women who will commit to serve in these new
ministry areas. Above all, pray for God to receive all the glory
from these new missions and churches.

A Larry and Tammy Wood

BMA Research Study

My name is Justin Owens and | am a former BMAA
missionary and pastor. | am currently a PhD student in
the Intercultural Studies program at Columbia
International University in South Carolina and | would like
your participation in conducting my dissertation
research.

If you live or minister in any of the counties of Dallas,
Tarrant, Ellis, Kaufman, or Navarro, would you please take
a moment to fill out my survey? It would greatly help my
research! You can scan the QR code below to find the
survey. Thanks so much!

OFAR0
' =)
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What about the
God-haters

Baplist Missionary Assoclabon

Moral Action
By JOHN ADAMS D!

Moral Action Executive Director

The atheists’ offensive has already been underway for
the past 12 years. They got started as soon as it became
clear that liberals would win their elections. Now slowly but
surely each one of the God-haters’ major groups will unveil
a new initiative, a new campaign, a new line of attack on
conservative America, Christian America and churches.

Recently the atheist Freedom from Religion Foundation
(FfRF) announced it would sue to ban military chaplains
from ministering to veterans in Veteran Administration
hospitals. Then, the FfRF announced they would try to have
the National Day of Prayer ruled illegal. It is an ongoing
effort. Also, the American Humanist Foundation unveiled a
$40,000 advertising campaign declaring that God does not
exist and attacking Christmas. A coalition of atheist groups
announced they would lobby the White House to place
military “minders” in American combat units to make sure
that no member of the military was practicing his or her faith
in public!

Then the extreme and radical American Civil Liberties
Union (ACLU) joined in the cause. The ACLU has demanded
that the Justice Department make prosecuting “violations”
of the “separation of church and state” a top priority. The
atheists and their allies who are still in our government hate
freedom of speech. They hate you. They hate me. They hate
God and everyone who believes in the existence of good and
evil. These are truly warped individuals whose goal is to
drive religion out of America and its churches, homes, and
schools/colleges. We must pray.

In the last three years, Moral Action has visited with or
talked with U.S. Senators and Congressmen concerning
these God-hating positions. Also, our privilege to talk with
U.S. Senate Chaplain Barry Black about the spiritual climate
encouraged us, especially about the Senate Prayer Room that
Mrs. Adams and I visited. During more recent years, Moral
Action B.M.A. ministries contacted and visited with a heavy
heart the downtrodden America that we see. Psalms 6 asks
of the Heavenly Father to hear our prayers with His Mercy.
Our concerns that have been the longest in our Washington,
D.C. contacts is to “maintain” the words under God in the
American flag pledge, under God on our paper monies, and
under God on our coinage.

Contacts have been had with Senator Josh Hawley of
Missouri on the Armed Services Committee, Senator Roger
Wicker of Mississippi on the Rules Committee, Senator Tom
Cotton’s office of Arkansas on the Judiciary Committee and
have met twice with U.S. Senator Ted Cruz of Texas. Another
desire and effort is to meet and discuss America’s needs
with U.S. Senator John Kennedy of Louisiana, who is on the
Urban Affairs Committee.

God has opened the door wide on the U.S. House side.
Recently we interviewed Representatives Bryan Steil of
Wisconsin, Michael McCaul of Texas, Trent Kelly of
Mississippi and Lee Zelden of New York.

Psalm 6:6-7 says, “I am weary with my groaning, all the
night make I my bed to swim; I water my couch with my
tears. Mine eye is consumed because of grief; it waxeth old
because of all mine enemies.”

BMA TX Missions cont.

doing through Grace Church in Jarrell. This month a man
plugged in who received a flyer we left on his door. Another
man was gambling at the bar next door and saw our sign and
has come to worship and our men’s group each week since!

Prayer Needs:

Our people are inviting others whom they encounter and
having conversations with them as well. Please pray that we
continue to have these gospel interactions with people outside
of church and that I am more of a model of this personally.

CHRIS DRIVER—
WEST TEXAS MULTIPLICATION NETWORK/
TEXAS MISSIONARY CARE
CJDRIVER316@GMAIL.COM

Howdy from west Texas!
School is back in session so
that means a normal routine.
It also means a lot of new and
fresh opportunities to meet
new people and build some
relationships. My youngest
son is in a new town and new
school and I am really praying
for the new relationships we build there to bear fruit toward
a possible new church plant or at the very least a discipleship
group in one of the small communities we would love to
reach. We are working toward opening one or two days a
week in September for the college students in the SPC nursing
and cosmetology departments near the Oasis building. We are
finalizing the membership process and looking forward to
having our organizing service very soon. God continues to
bring visitors through the oikos relationships of our people.
We continue to praise God because we are having amazing
opportunities to see God move and work and change lives.
Thank you so much for all your support and prayers.

Prayer Needs:

Pray for open doors for the gospel, new connections at
SPC and new connections in Sundown.

A Chris Driver

JAIME HENRIQUEZ—
FUENTE DE VIDA ETERNA MISSION IN TOMBALL
DAIRYJENY@YAHOO.COM
Blessings to all BMAT
churches. We give thanks for
your prayers and financial
support. Here at Fountain of
Eternal Life Baptist Church,
we continue to do the Lord's
work. This month, we had
an average attendance of 55
in attendance, one soul was
saved and our little sister Alejandra followed Jesus in
baptism. Five cell groups meet at 7:30 p.m. each Wednesday
where God's people are being built up and the gospel is
presented to the unbelievers.

A Jamie Henriquez

RUDY VILLAREAL—
HOMETOWN CHURCH MISSION IN HELOTES
RVILLARREAL1@GMAIL.COM

We are moving closer
to developing a Sunday
rhythm. We are going to
spend the upcoming weeks
teaching on discipleship.
We also launched our [SE =S
website. You can visit us at J i M
hometownchurchsatx.org. =
We also have a podcast. A RudyVillareal
Search Hometown Church wherever you listen to
podcasts.

Prayer Needs:

Pray that the Lord continues to open doors to ministry
for us.

BRAD CAULEY—
CEDAR PARK MISSION
BWCAULEY@GMAIL.COM

God has been faithful to
remind us that He will build
His church. It has been
encouraging to see how
many people are hungry for
more of Christ and to have
a more significant role in
what Christ is doing in the
world.

Prayer Needs:

Please pray for continued connections and possible
leadership team members. We have a family who may
open their home for the first discipleship group. Please
pray for the Lord to confirm which family’s home in
which we will meet.

BICHITRANANDA SATPATHY—
INTERNATIONAL BAPTIST MISSION, FORT WORTH
BICHITRANANDA31@GMAIL.COM

This week, the Lord encouraged
me from Matthew 6:34 not to
worry about the future of my
ministry but rather focus on the
present because we are not in
control of the future. We can only
focus on the present. By worrying,
we cannot change the situation. I
must trust the Lord for the present
and the future.

Prayer Needs:

Do pray for a space to gather, for new families to join
and for a core group to be formed.

—

A Bichitrananda Satpathy

Heith Mitchell is the director of BMA of Texas Missions.
Contact him at PO. Box 73, Waxahachie, Texas 75168,
972-923-0757 or hmitchell@bmatexas.org. For more

information, Visit www.bmatexasmissions.org.
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BVEIITS

2023

T0TH ANNIVERSARY SERVICE & CELEBRATION
DATE: Sept. 24,2023

PLACE: Calvary Baptist Church, Arlington, Texas
TIME: 11a.m.

RE:CHARGE LEADERS' 0ASIS
DATE: Oct. 4-6, 2023
PLACE: Southgate Baptist Church, Moore, Oklahoma

BMA OF TEXAS ANNUAL MEETING
DATE: Nov. 6-7, 2023
PLACE: Crossroads Church, Rowlett, Texas

150TH ANNIVERSARY
DATE: Nov. 17-19, 2023
PLACE: First Baptist Church, Palmer, Texas

CELEBRATION ADULT CONFERENCE
DATE: Nov. 28-30, 2023
PLACE: The Chateau on the Lake, Branson, Missouri

2024

BMA OF AMERICA ANNUAL MEETING

DATE: Apr. 16-18, 2024

PLACE: The Chateau on the Lake, Branson, Missouri

SOAR
DATE: July 3-5, 2024
PLACE: Loews Arlington Hotel, Arlington, Texas

CELEBRATION ADULT CONFERENCE
DATE: November 12-14, 2024
PLACE: Chateau on the Lake, Branson, Missouri

BMA OF TEXAS ANNUAL MEETING
DATE: Nov. 18-19, 2024
PLACE: Jacksonville, Texas

Dastorg starf
GNhdNJES

GEORGE MARTINEZ is the new pastor of Calvary, Arlington.

JONATHAN ATTEBERY to Heritage, Waxahachie as associate
pastor of student and worship ministries

RAY THOMPSON to Forest Hill, Quitman as pastor

DErSONNG
A D0Sitions

AVAILABLE MINISTRY POSITIONS

YOUTH PASTOR-New Hope, Mineola is looking for a bivocational
youth pastor. Send resume to mizem0608@gmail.com or call Pastor
Michael B. Mize at -903-705-5804. w23

PASTOR—Eighth Avenue, Teague is seeking a youth minister or
combination music and youth minister. This is a full-time position.
This person will have a heart for youth and will be involved in the
community and school activities of the youth. Send resume to
pastorroy@yahoo.com. 23

PASTOR—Sand Prairie, Normangee is seeking a bivocational pastor.
Send resume to Dean Lewis, 13070 Ayers Road, Normangee 77871 or
deanlewis@shsu.edu. e

PASTOR—Fifth Street, Levelland is seeking a full-time biblically
qualified pastor to shepherd our church. We have ongoing ministries
that include Baptist Student Ministries, a food pantry and various
other classes and groups. Send a resume to Joy, our church
secretary, at fsbc.secretary@yahoo.com or to the church at P. 0. Box
1212, Levelland, Texas 79336.

PASTOR—New Hope, St. EImo (located in a growing lake community
on Richland Chambers Lake) is seeking a full-time pastor who is
a good communicator, must have a shepherd’s heart, a vision for
how to grow a church and a warm friendly and approachable style.
Seminary degree/training and prior pastor/church staff experience is
preferred. We are a BMA church founded in 1872, with no debt and
a strong financial position. Send resume to P.O. Box 215, Streetman,
Texas 75859 or newhopebaptistchurch@windstream.net. w23

PASTOR—Calvary, Fairfield is seeking a full-time pastor. Send
resume to Marvin Mullen at mullenmarvin@yahoo.com or call/text
Marvin at 903-644-5828.

YOUTH/STUDENT MINISTRY—Afton Grove, Jacksonville is seeking
a biblically qualified candidate. This is a bivocational position. We
are looking for a minister with a heart for God, a heart for students
and who is ready to plunge into the work. The candidate will love
the Lord and love and lead our students in a growing relationship
with Jesus. Please send your resume to Eddie Richardson at
fasteddie999elr@gmail.m. v

AVAILABLE MINISTER

GRADY H. MOORE is available for pulpit supply, to serve as interim
pastor or possibly as bi-vocational pastor. He is a member of
Northside, Garland. Contact him at 817-403-4769.

JUSTIN OWENS is available for pulpit supply. He has served as
a pastor and a BMA of America missionary and is a member of
Pathway, Waxahachie. Contact him at 469-494-3670.

In
oving Nemory
— —
5\9

Funeral services for longtime BMA pastor Tommy
Hall, 88, of Sulphur Springs, were at Davis
Street, Sulphur Springs at 11a.m. Sept. 15, 2023.
Visitation was scheduled one hour prior to the
service. Hall went to be with his Lord Sept. 8,
2023. He was born June 7, 1935 in Lone Oak,
shortly before his family relocated to Idabel,
Oklahoma. Hall attended Idabel High School and graduated in 1953.
Hall graduated from Jacksonville College in 1956. He gave his life to the
Gospel-preaching ministry at age 18, and spent 58 years serving as the
dedicated pastor of eight Baptist churches—including 18 years at Davis
Street Baptist Church in Sulphur Springs until his retirement.

FREE CHAIRS

SOUTH PARK, FORT WORTH has 150-200 folding metal chairs
to give to a church or mission in need. Call the church at 817-
293-2760.

Baptist Progress
has an app for your
smartphone or tablet.

Download our app
in your app store
and keep up to
date on news and
ministry happenings.
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We're Here for You

2023

United
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American Church Group of Texas is a local insurance agency
who proudly serves those who are called to advance the
Kingdom. Our unigue products and coverage options through
Brotherhood Mutual Insurance Company® bring ministries
peace of mind to serve confidently and focus an their mission.

9. A

We offer innovative coverage options that cover vulnerable
areas of Christian ministry, such as Religious Freedom
Protection, Directors and Officers Liability Protection, Cyber
Liability, and Worldwide Liability Protection.

SUNDAY NOUEMBER 19, 2023
OVERALL GOAL: $125,000
GOAL PER CHURCH: $1,500

Learn More!
Call 844.400.2248 or visit AmericanChurchGroup-Texas.com.

Proudly serving the BMA of Texas

The offering benefits BMA Texas Missions,
Baptist Missionary Loan Association, Baptist Progress,
Jacksonville College, and Texas Baptist Home for Children. : An pency regee
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Mail offerings to:

BMA of Texas, P.O. Box 73, Waxahachie, Texas 75168

BAPTIST MISSIONARY

BMILA

LOAN ASSOCIATION ,
Does your church need a loan? '2 @

The Baptist Missionary Loan Association Church provides loans to churches of the Baptist Missionary Association
of Texas and the Baptist Missionary Association of America for new construction, remodel projects and property
purchases (both land and existing building purchases). Answers to frequently asked questions are below:

1. Who are you? The Baptist Missionary Loan Association is a department of the Baptist Missionary Association . . . . . . .
of Texas that provides loans to churches within the Baptist Missionary Association of Texas and the Baptist
Missionary Association of America.

2. What types of loans do you make? We make loans for numerous purposes such as land and church building

purchases; remodeling and renovation projects; construction of a church sanctuary, educational building, JUNE3 -6 STAND FIRM CAMP IN WEST TEXAS**
children’s building, fellowship hall or family life center.
3. Who do you serve? We serve the churches of the Baptist Missionary Association of Texas and the churches of JUNE 11 - 14 GIRLS DISCIPLESHIP RETREAT
the Baptist Missionary Association of America. JUNE 16 -19 COMBO STUDENT CAMP
4. How much can our church borrow? The only way to get a true borrowing capacity amount for your church
is to complete and send a church loan application to our office. JUNE 16 -19 COMBO PRETEEN CAMP
5. Do you take collateral on church loans? Yes. We take the first lien on all church property and improvements. JULY 7-10 PRE-TEEN CAMP
6. How does our church start the process? Someone authorized by the church simply completes an
application and emails or mails it to the Baptist Missionary Loan Association. JULY 18 - 17 ARK-LA-TEX CAMP
7. How long does it take to get a response? When we receive your church’s completed loan application, we JULY 21 - 28 STUDENT CAMP

will contact your church either by email or phone within two to three days.

8. What are your current rates? Please call for interest rates. WWW.DANIELSPRINGSCAMP.COM
9. Do you make personal loans or auto loans? No. We only make loans 1o incorporated churches for real-
estate purposes.

For more information, contact us today by emailing me at jerry@bmatexas.org or calling 972-923-0756.
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