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United Thanksgiving Offering, 
November 24

Each year, on the Sunday before Thanksgiving, the departments of 
the Baptist Missionary Association of Texas request that churches of 
the Baptist Missionary Association of Texas contribute to the United 
Thanksgiving Offering. The United Thanksgiving Offering benefits BMA 
Texas Missions, Baptist Missionary Loan Association, Baptist Progress, 
Jacksonville College and TBHC.

The United Thanksgiving Offering is shared by each department on a 
percentage basis and helps each to meet its annual budget. An overall goal 
of $125,000 has been set for this year. Each church is asked to set a goal 
to raise at least $1,500. If just 84 churches give $1,500, the goal will be 
surpassed. 

BMA Texas Missions has a passion and a vision to assist your church 
in reaching over 28 million Texans who need to know Jesus as their Lord 
and Savior. Currently, there are 29 mission points throughout the state. 
These church plants are making disciples! Your offering is critical to the 
budget of BMA Texas Missions which covers the salary and training of all 
BMA of Texas Missionaries.

TBHC stands on the front line defending and caring for children, 
restoring homes, providing foster care and filling homes through 
adoptions. TBHC is ever expanding its ministry to bring children hope and 
a permanent home. TBHC continues to expand its ministry in various parts 
of Texas. 

Jacksonville College is seeking to restore its original purpose—To serve 
God’s Kingdom and Christ’s churches with Christ-centered teaching and 
training that prepares the next generation of leaders and servants who will 
live and proclaim the gospel across Texas and around the world. Jacksonville 
College is once more a four-year college, providing ministry degrees for 
those whom God has called to vocational ministry. 

Baptist Progress is the informing and equipping ministry of the Baptist 
Missionary Association of Texas. Baptist Progress keeps churches connected 
and informed of progress, needs and critical information as well as provides 
Ministry Connection Workshops for pastors, church staff, church members 
and other resources.

Baptist Missionary Loan Association stands ready to assist churches or 
missions in funding building projects that will help them achieve the vision 
God has given them to make disciples in their community. BMLA assists 
churches in making disciples. 

Churches are asked to receive a special offering on Sunday, Nov. 24. 
When you receive your offering, please have the appropriate person send a 
check to the BMA of Texas, designated “UTO,” to P.O. Box 73, Waxahachie, 
TX 75168. You can also give your offering online at BMATexas.org.  

The directors of the BMA of Texas departments are grateful for your 
church’s prayerful support and generous contributions.

By JERRY FULTON
Baptist Progress Director/Editor
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The 145th Annual Session of Liberty Baptist Missionary Association 
was held at Go Forth, Kilgore Oct. 13.   Moderator Bro. Clay Potter, 
pastor of Concord-Gilmer, read Scriptures from I Samuel 14 to open the 
meeting.

Several individuals were present representing various BMA 
departments and ministries. These included Belinda Caudle, Editorial 
Bautista;  Dr. Greg Parsons, Baptist Missionary Association Theological 
Seminary; Charles Johnson, Jacksonville College; Jason Curry, TBHC 
and Heith Mitchell, BMA Texas Missions, representing other departments 
of the BMA of Texas. Jaime Garcia, with interpretation assistance from 
Mrs. Caudle, reported on the work of the Hispanic mission in Gilmer.

Several mission projects with monthly support were adopted for 
2024-25 including: Mission Bautista de Antiquia in Gilmer; Baptist 
Medical Missions International; BMA Texas Missions, Editorial 
Bautista, Jacksonville College and Baptist Progress. Liberty Association 
also committed to assist five widows of former pastors with monthly 
stipend supplements.

Liberty officers elected for 2024-25 are as follows: Clay Potter, 
moderator; Jed Whitaker, vice-moderator; Leon Ross, treasurer; Wayne 

McKay, assistant treasurer; Charlotte Johnson, clerk; and Kelli Byrd, 
assistant clerk.

Billy Byrd, pastor of Oak Hill, Gilmer, brought the annual message 
from Nehemiah 1:8-2:6. He stressed the importance of prayer and calling 
on the Lord for help as exhibited in the life of Nehemiah who returned to 
his home in Judah from exile in Persia to rebuild the walls of Jerusalem. 
Nehemiah prayed to the God of Heaven for the Jewish people to come 
out of complacency and into a place of usefulness, and Bro. Byrd 
encouraged his audience to do the same.

Several rallies for various BMA departments were scheduled for 
the new church year including: BMA Seminary Rally, Dec. 12, at Pine 
Acres, Gilmer; BMA Texas Missions Rally on Jan. 16, at Pritchett, 
Gilmer; Baptist Progress Rally, March 6, at Rosewood, Gilmer; Daniel 
Springs Baptist Camp Rally on May 15 at Simmons Hill, Diana; and 
Lifeword Media Ministries rally on Aug. 24 at Antioch, Gilmer. The 
146th session is scheduled for Oct. 12, 2025, at Enon, Gilmer with John 
Gradberg, pastor of Go Forth, Kilgore bringing the annual message.

Following the meeting, the host church served a delicious barbecue 
brisket meal with all the trimmings to the messengers and guests present.

Liberty Association meets at Go Forth, Kilgore
By CHARLES JOHNSON
Pastor of Rosewood, Gilmer

During some recent conversations with pastors, church members, 
seminary and Bible college administrators, all concede what appears 
to be a lack of young men surrendering to the ministry. This begs the 
question, “Why are so few young men surrendering to the ministry?” 
I doubt that anyone can prove the specific cause; however, Jesus did 
provide His followers with clear instruction on what to do. 

Several years ago, I noticed that Luke’s Gospel recorded three 
events in which someone begged Jesus for help. First, Luke 5:12 
records that a man with leprosy “besought” Jesus for healing. Second, 
Luke 8:28 records that the devils or demons within the man of the 
Gadarenes begged Jesus not to torment the man. In Luke 8:31, the 
demons “besought” Jesus not to cast them into the deep. In Luke 
9:38-39, a father approached Jesus and begged the Lord to heal 
his only son from horrible seizure-like symptoms. Jesus responded 
positively to each request. 

Imagine the intensity with which each person or demon “besought” 
the Lord. Many people get very serious about their prayers upon 
realizing they have a terminal disease. Many will likely one day beg 
the Lord upon recognizing that He has the authority and power to cast 

them into eternal torment. And most of us have seriously begged the 
Lord for help when a loved one is in great need. 

I am certain that Jesus intends for His followers to beg the Father 
for laborers with the same intensity as those described throughout 
Luke’s Gospel. The fields are white and ready for harvest. In other 
words, there are plenty of lost people ready to be saved. The problem 
is a lack of workers for the field. Although pastors are not the only 
ones Christ expects to work the fields, we do need more pastors. 
In Luke 10:2, Jesus urged His followers to “pray ye the Lord of 
the harvest, that he would send forth labourers into his harvest.” 
The Greek word translated “pray” in Luke 10:2 is the same word 
translated “besought” or “beseech” in the other accounts discussed 
above. 

The BMA’s educational institutions need more students. We need 
more ministerial students. Please obey the Lord’s command and beg 
Him for workers with the same intensity that a diseased man begs 
for healing, that demons will beg Him for mercy, and that a father 
begs for the healing of his son. When the Lord answers your prayers, 
consider encouraging new laborers to attend BMA Seminary.

Pray for Laborers
By PHILIP ATTEBERY, PhD, DMin
BMA Seminary Interim President
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By HEITH MITCHELL

A word from your Missions Office

▲ Jaime Garcia

▲ Brad Cauley

▲ Isaias Martinez

I was encouraged by attending the annual association 
meetings this year. There seems to be an overall renewed 
sense of fellowship and cooperation exhibited in BMA 
Associations. Many are finding purpose again. Churches 
are helping churches. It has been great to see. This is not 
everywhere. I have witnessed that the long-term health of a 
local congregation is tied to its involvement in associational 
life. 

Iron sharpens iron. Fellowship provides balance in good 
times and is a resource for help in times of trouble. If you 
are in an unhealthy fellowship, it is worth fixing or looking 
to join one nearby. If your church is not in a local fellowship, 
consider joining one nearby. Do this before your next crisis. 
We would be glad to help.

I look forward to seeing each of you at the state meeting in 
Jacksonville next week. We will handle important business, 
but I encourage you not to miss the sweet fellowship within 
your BMA of Texas Family. I look forward to highlighting 
Jacksonville College this year. I look forward to you getting 
to interact with each of your missionaries. I am praying that 
God is glorified at our meeting. See you there!  It won’t be 
the same if you don’t come.

A word from your missionaries
JAIME GARCIA—
IGLESIA BAUTISTA NUEVA VIDA MISSION IN GILMER 
JAIME.GARCIA2911@GMAIL.COM

Recently, I was invited 
to preach to a  group of 
day laborers. The workers 
had dinner with us and the 
Gospel of Jesus was shared. 
I finished preaching and a 
man approached me asking 
for prayer. I was very happy 
because his words were, 
“Pastor, please pray for me. Last year you prayed for me, and 
it felt very nice.” His words let me know that what we do in 
ministry is worth it. Even if there is only one man for God, it 
is important.

Prayer Request: 
Pray for our family and the plans that we are working on 

in next year's agenda.

ISAIAS MARTINEZ—CONROE MISSION   
ISAIASMJ1966@GMAIL.
COM

 Our mission advances. We 
were able to celebrate a nice 
event for Hispanic Heritage 
where friends and guests 
attended.

Prayer Needs:
Pray for our family in Cuba, who were swept away by the 

recent hurricane.
   

JOSE TORRES—TYLER HISPANIC MISSION    
JOSETORRES@GMAIL.COM

 At the beginning of the 
month, we had the graduation 
of two disciples. One began 
to disciple another and that 
gives us a lot of joy because 
it is an important part of our 
vision. As the month drew 
to a close, we began to meet 
on Wednesdays for a family 
evening. Taking advantage of the fact that the church that 
hosts us sells dinner at a very low cost to all those who 
attend its family night, some of us have begun to meet. We 
have dinner together and then some have discipleship while 
others have time for sharing and prayer. This is giving us 
the opportunity to prepare something for Thanksgiving and 
Christmas. This has brought a new impetus to our plantation. 
We are waiting for what God will do in and through us.

Prayer Needs:
Pray for two candidates for baptism. 

LUIS H. PEREZ—PLANTING IN KYLE  
LUISPEREZ6162@GMAIL.COM

The month of October was 
very lively in the Lord without 
any evil event, and brothers 
contacted families for an 
outreach to our community. I 
see it as very positive on the 
part of some families of our 
congregation doing it.

Prayer Needs:
Pray that we will be a Christ-centered church that prays 

and is doctrinally sound.

MARVIN MIRENA—
MISSION FULLY RESTORING HEARTS 
MIRENAMARVIN7@GMAIL.COM

God has been good. His 
love for me and my family 
and the attendance in our 
services has been maintained. 
There are several couples in 
discipleship. My wife meets 
with the women. My wife had 
health problems, but we saw 
the hand of God. 

Prayer Needs:
Pray for the mission, our health, our children, Ezequiel 

and Josué, and our economic situation.

BRAD CAULEY—CEDAR PARK MISSION 
BWCAULEY@GMAIL.COM

God continues to grow 
o u r  p e o p l e ,  e s p e c i a l l y 
i n  t h e i r  b o l d n e s s  t o 
s p e a k  J e s u s '  n a m e  i n 
conversations weekly. One 
member shared how nervous 
she was to begin spiritual 
conversations,  but as we 
check in with each other 
weekly, giving each person the opportunity to share 
a story, her confidence and boldness have increased. 
Her face lit up one Sunday as she told the church how 
much she enjoyed boldly speaking Jesus' name in a 
conversation at work and how confident she has become 
in bringing up spiritual things, especially sharing Jesus 
with others.

Mark has been growing in the Lord. Once a conspiracy 
theorist with past addictions and problems, Mark has 
been transformed by God's Word over the last eight 
months. He hosted Bible study at his home one Sunday 
evening, after a pool party he strategically planned the 
same day to encourage friends and family to stay for 
Bible study. Mark's sister thanked us for the Bible study, 
saying how much it had changed her brother's life. 

We saw this a few weeks ago, when he brought his 
neighbor, a fellow conspiracy theorist who was disturbed 
by the state of the world and looking for answers. After 
Bible study, the neighbor began to share his concerns 
about conspiracies and issues, and as I tried to redirect 
the conversation to spiritual things, Mark looked at him 
and said, "You don't need to worry about all that. What 
you need is truth and the truth is in Jesus. He is what 
you need and the truth of His word." Wow! What change 
in Mark and what a wonderful work he's doing to help 
others experience the change Jesus brings. Three weeks 
later we were able to pray over the neighbor's dying 
mother, to share the Gospel with her, and sing "Amazing 
Grace" over her with her son present. She passed the next 
day and we have been ministering to the neighbor. He is 
overwhelmed with love he says he's never known before. 
May God complete the work of bringing him to Himself.

Prayer Needs:
Pray for the Lord to bless our members’ discussions 

with their  oikos (spheres of  influence).  They are 
practicing speaking Jesus' name in conversations and are 
growing in their confidence and boldness. Also, please 
ask the Lord to make their/our rhythms of life conform to 
His plans to build His kingdom.

   

ROBERT LEE—

▲ Jose Torres

▲ Luis Perez

▲ Marvin Mirena

BMA TX MISSIONS continued on p. 6
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An Expression of Everlasting Love  
Many of our friends choose to honor or remember a 
family member, a friend, or an associate with a gift for 
the children of the Baptist Home. Texas Baptist Home for 
Children, in turn, notifies the appropriate person. Listed 
in capital letters are those honored or remembered from 
Oct. 1-31, 2024.

ENDOWMENTS
E. ANN PACE: Karl Pace 

MYRA STOKES: Bill Stokes

HONORARIUMS
BRO. KEITH GRAHAM: Ebenezer Friendship Baptist 
Church, Pittsburg

RENA GRAHAM: Ebenezer Friendship Baptist Church, 
Pittsburg

MEMORIALS
ALAN VEST: Temple Baptist Church, Mexia

BARBARA ANN HERRON: Twin City Dental, Port Arthur

BILLY STILL REEVES: Charles & Charlotte Johnson; Jed & 
Glenice Whitaker; Jimmy & Carla Shipp

BOBBY BRATCHER: Men's Fellow ship Class, Baylor 
Baptist Church, Ennis

BOBBY STEWART: Jerry Null

CARSON WILHITE: Rosewood Baptist Church, Gilmer

DAVID STANLEY: Carol Hyman

DON ELLIOTT: Temple Baptist Church, Mexia 

J.R. FRIELDS: Jed & Glenice Whitaker

JANICE MONTGOMERY: Temple Baptist Church, Mexia

JERRY GRADBERG: Charles & Charlotte Johnson

JIMMY YOUNGBLOOD: Jed & Glenice Whitaker; Glenda 
Chamberlain; Enon Baptist Church WMA, Gilmer

JO SMITH: Jed & Glenice Whitaker

JOYCE RAY: James & Linda Sockwell

LARRY ANGLIN: Karen Anglin

LOVITA OUIMET: James Ouimet

MICKEY PINSON: Charles & Charlotte Johnson

MRS. ELLEN PREWITT CHRISTY: First Baptist Church; 
Irving

PATSY MORGAN: Jed & Glenice Whitaker; Jimmie Cross 
Jr.

PAULINE SHIRLEY: Virginia Hopkins

ROBERT BULLARD: Charles & Charlotte Johnson

RUSTY HONEYCUTT: Jimmy & Carla Shipp

TOMAS RAFAEL MUNOZ: Wanda & Jorge Munoz

It is widely known that November is National Adoption 
Month—a month dedicated to raise awareness for adoption 
with an emphasis on adoption through foster care. Stand 
Sunday is a day often held on the second Sunday of 
November specifically to raise awareness for foster care. 
Stand Sunday was started here in Texas by Bishop Aaron 
Blake Sr. at his home church in Brownwood.

Since its creation, churches across the nation have joined 
in on hosting Stand Sundays to encourage their members to 
get involved in the child welfare system. TBHC partners with 
Bishop Blake’s ministry, Harvest Family Life Ministries, 
to help recruit and train prospective foster families. With 
the release of The Sound of Hope: The Story of Possum 
Trot this summer, churches have a unique opportunity to 
continue raising awareness of the great need for foster 
parents in the state of Texas. Adoption is a complicated yet 
beautiful picture of the Gospel, yet that’s just one avenue of 
redemption.

Foster care and the ability to minister to entire families 
opens more opportunities to see God’s glory in changing 

lives. Foster parents can show love and compassion to 
hurting families while giving a loving and safe environment 
to the children and youth they are caring for. Churches 
need more families to say “yes” too caring for children 
temporarily while encouraging and supporting the biological 
parents as they work toward reunification. 

God designed families to be together. When foster families 
are supportive of biological families, the rate of reunification 
increases. Many families that find themselves involved in the 
child welfare system need resources and hope that things can 
improve. As quoted on the Stand Sunday website, we have 
the opportunity to “obey the biblical mandate to care for the 
most vulnerable in our communities.” 

The children are not the only ones who are vulnerable. 
Families who are struggling also need the love and support 
of churches so they can find true healing in Christ. Join us in 
being the hands and feet of Jesus and be willing to stand in 
the gap for children and families.

If you are interested in learning more about how to get 
involved, go to www.tbhc.org.

Stand Sunday
This month, I am honored to feature an article by one of TBHC’s dedicated staff members, who has passionately written 

about Stand Sunday, or Pure Religion Sunday. Staci Beck has highlighted the importance of this day and the ongoing need 
for foster families, emphasizing the powerful role the Church can play in supporting both children and families. Join us in 
learning more about this vital cause and how you can help give kids a chance for hope. – Jason Curry, TBHC president

By STACI BECK
TBHC
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David Erickson is the president of Jacksonville 
College. Contact him at 105 B.J. Albritton Drive, 
Jacksonville, Texas 75766, 903-586-2518 or 
president@jacksonvillecollege.edu

By DAVID ERICKSON, Ph.D.
Since we kicked off our Restoring the Heart of 

Jacksonville College campaign more than a year ago, our 
alumni, friends, and churches have given generously to once 
again make our chapel the heart of our community. Now 
the work has begun to make the chapel both functional and 
beautiful.

New air conditioner units have been placed on the roof 
and the chapel is now fully climate controlled. This gave 
us the opportunity to resume using the chapel for our 
Wednesday chapel services. We had a chapel service in 
Buckner Chapel for the first time in several years Oct. 16. 
We are excited to be able to host part of the BMA of Texas 
meeting in the chapel this month as well.

Yet there is more work to do on the chapel. It is showing 
its age in several ways. Curtains for the stage have been 
ordered and will be hung as soon as they arrive. After 
Thanksgiving, we will begin addressing the lighting 
situation by repairing or replacing the lights. Next year we 

will begin addressing the cosmetic issues by replacing the 
flooring, renewing the seating and refreshing the walls.

We are excited to see the chapel restoration coming 
together and are so thankful for those who have given to 
make it possible.

One step at a time: Restoring the chapel

▲ Science Professor Andrew Douglass preaching in a recent 
chapel service.

Shortly after starting as president last fall, I got a call late 
one evening. A bus carrying Jacksonville College students 
had broken down and we needed to organize a rescue trip 
to get the kids off the side of the road and the bus towed 
to a shop. As the weeks went on, I got more calls like it. A 
bus broke down in Dallas, another bus broke down in Tyler, 
a van broke down in Kansas, and so many more. It was 
unacceptable, but there was no money for better vehicles.

Into this challenging situation, the Jag Club stepped in. 
The members of the Jag Club have long been dedicated to 
supporting athletics at Jacksonville College. They voted to 
give all the money in their account to the college to help get 
better transportation. Then God started moving among His 
people.

Three churches offered the college good, low mileage 
vehicles that were no longer needed for their ministries. 
Purley Baptist Church in Mt. Vernon, Central Baptist Church 
in Jacksonville, and Bethel #1 Baptist Church in Rison, 

Arkansas sold two buses and a van to the college for much 
less than market value. With the money remaining, we were 
able to get our high-capacity bus rebuilt to make it reliable. 
We were also able to get some snappy paint jobs on our new 
vehicles by selling the old, unreliable vehicles.

This fall, I have received zero calls about our students 
being stranded on the side of the road. We still have a couple 
vans that are long in the tooth, but keep on going. Who 
knows? Maybe God will move more of His people to send 
vehicles that do not fit their ministry anymore.

One step at a time: Renewing the fleet

By DAVID ERICKSON, Ph.D.

▲ New college vehicles

GOLF
The Jacksonville College Men’s and Women's Golf Teams 

have both improved consistently over the fall season under the 
leadership of Coach Daniel Leatherman.

The Jaguars finished the fall campaign ranked 32nd in 
the nation. The Jags are led by sophomores Connor Denson 
(Barbers Hill) who is ranked 61st in the nation with a scoring 
average of 74.4 and Rylen Caldwell (Colorado Springs) who 
finished just inside the rankings at 100th with a 75 average. 
Both are being highly recruited by several schools. 

The Lady Jaguars ended their fall season ranked 12th in 
the nation. The Lady Jags are led by three freshmen: Lainee 
McMillon (Kirbyville) who is ranked 60th in the nation with 
a scoring average of 89, Jalee Sampley (Ardmore, OK) who is 
ranked 61st with a 90 average, and Alana Velasquez (Houston) 
who finished the fall 71st in the nation with a 93 average.

Both teams are in the off season now, working on swing 
changes and sharpening their skills, as well as taking a mental 
break and concentrating on classwork. The Spring season 
restarts in February and hopefully runs to May with both teams 
expecting to make National Championship appearances.

CROSS COUNTRY
The Jacksonville College Men’s and Women’s Cross 

Country Teams have had a successful season under the 
leadership of Coach Jacob Rowland, which ended with runners 
competing at the national meet in Richmond, Virginia. 

The Women Jaguars had a very successful national meet, 
with the Women’s Cross-Country team placing 20th out of 41 
teams. The team was led by sophomores Mattie Burns (Martins 
Mill) and Ingrid Santamaria (McKinney), with Mattie Burns 
running a time of 20:36 and Ingrid Santamaria running a time 
of 20:38. The women’s team finished with an average time of 
21:36 for a 5k, topping off a successful season.

The Men's Jaguars also had a successful national meet 
with the Men’s Cross-Country team, placing 28th out of 41 
teams. The team was led by standout freshman Landon King 
(Eustace), who ran a time of 27:27. The Men's team finished 
with an average time of 28:55 for an 8k to finish out their 
season.

SOCCER
Jacksonville College's Men’s and Women’s Soccer Teams 

had successful seasons, with many ups and downs. Under the 
leadership of first-year coach Tom Wait, both teams made the 
district playoffs.

The Lady Jaguars had a couple of very successful games, 
including a big 3-1 win against Northeast Texas Community 
College. Star freshman Megan Urbina (Carthage) had all 
three goals during that match, notching her first career hat 
trick. Sadly, the Lady Jaguars season ended with a first-round 
knockout in the playoffs.

The Men’s Jaguars had a pair of standout 1-0 victories 
against Paris Junior College and Texas Southmost College. 
The Jaguars had a close playoff loss in the first round to 
number 3 in the nation Tyler Junior College. Both the Men’s 
and Women’s had promising seasons and we look forward to 
Coach Wait continuing to build a successful program. 
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BMA Texas Missions cont.
HARMONY BAPTIST CHURCH 
IN NORMANGEE REPLANT  
BRO.ROBERT.F.LEE@GMAIL.COM

Last month was a great 
month for our church. At the 
end of the month, we were 
blessed with the opportunity 
to participate in our local 
school's Panthers for Christ 
event. We got to feed a large 
number of kids while sharing 
God's Word. In addition to 
that event, we got to give out candy and hot dogs as part 
of Normangee's City-wide Trick-or-Treat Nov. 2. We are so 
blessed to have these opportunities to share the love of Christ 
with our community.

Prayer Needs:
Pray for more opportunities for us to share Christ's love 

with our community in the days ahead.

KYLE CHEATHAM—
GRACE CHURCH JARRELL MISSION    
KYLE@GRACEJARRELL.COM

We have begun having 
the men in our Fellowship 
Groups rotate in facilitating 
the discussion. This will help 
us equip more leaders to start 
new groups as needed. My 
wife, Jacklyn, is leading a 
book  c lub  th rough  The 
Excellent Wife and it’s going 
really well. Our men’s study worked through a Bible study 
on fighting lust. We have maxed out our kids’ space and may 
start limiting the ages we can care for during services. It is a 
good problem with the growth, but wish we had a few more 
classrooms. We have a few ministries led by people who are 
doing multiple leadership roles as well and they are nearing 
being able to hand some off to new leaders.

Prayer Needs:
Pray for God to raise up the right person to oversee our 

children’s ministry.

CIRO GONZALEZ—
RICE HISPANIC MISSION   
CIROGONZALEZ315@GMAIL.COM

We are currently facing 
challenges of leading new 
people for Christ. Mondays 
and Fridays, together with 
Pastor Miguel, we conducted 
prayer walks handing out 
tracts and evangelizing in 
different houses. Also, we 
witnessed at two supermarkets 
in the city of Rice. We contacted 11 people in October, and 
we delivered tracts to about 35 people with whom we had 
meaningful conversations. As we are starting from scratch 
again, we're focused on the established people of the city.

Prayer Needs:
Pray that God will open doors and touch the hearts of the 

people of Rice. Pray for my family and my health.

CHRIS MINDI—
ANCHOR AUSTIN MISSION IN LEANDER     
CHRIS.MINDI@BMATS.EDU

Anchor, Austin is doing 
well as we challenge people in 
their traditional understanding 
of doing church to being 
the church. We are always 
attempting to lead them out of 
their comfort zones of doing 
things for God to knowing 
Him on their journey as we 
equip them for the sake of ministry. We know it is going to 
be a challenging mission to awaken those who are already 
Christians but are not convicted enough to join in our Lord's 
mission.    

One thing that encouraged us is when we set up and take 
down for Sunday worship, which includes putting up signs 
at the intersections. At times, we have wondered if doing 
this was effective, but people do see the signs. An Indian 
Christian family has seen the signs weekly and decided to 
worship with us. Now, they are committed to the vision of 
Anchor, Austin. 

Prayer Needs:
Pray for the upcoming season of Indian festivals that 

we will attend to meet more families. Pray for the outreach 
events we are planning to meet Indians in Georgetown. Pray 
that we as a church grow strong in faith.

CHRIS DRIVER—
WEST TEXAS MULTIPLICATION NETWORK/
TEXAS MISSIONARY  CARE 
CJDRIVER316@GMAIL.COM

Howdy from west Texas. 
It is cotton harvest season in 
the south plains, so there is 
a constant visual reminder 
that the fields are ripe unto 
harvest. Fall is also in the air 
and so are the fun fall events 
that come with them. 

We recently had the chance 
to partner with the local downtown group in their Community 
Wide Fall Festival. It was a great time of loving on the people 
of Levelland by giving away candy, "I Love Jesus" bracelets, 
information about Oasis and even some Bibles to families 
who did not have one. We had a booth with several of our 
carnival games and instead of charging, we provided the fun 
and goodies for free. We made a ton of new friends and even 
had a sweet family join Oasis as a result. 

A missionary friend, Clinton Morris, came and trained us 
on how to have an intentional board game night in order to 
possibly help us better reach some college students. It was 
a great time and we are looking forward to opening it up to 
others next semester. It is so mind-blowing to think that I 
get to have all this fun doing what God has called me to do. 
Thank you for all your support and prayers for what God is 
doing out here in west Texas.

Prayer Needs:
Pray for relationship connections at South Plains College, 

other new connections and a new work in Sundown. Also, 
pray that God will provide us with a church van. 

TIM ALBA—
THE BRIDGE MISSION IN SEAGOVILLE   
TIMALBA1986@GMAIL.COM

Lately, we have had much 
success and have been doing 
great as far as attendance 
and salvations are concerned. 
We have witnessed at least 
15 people in the past several 
months come to know Christ 
as  Lord.  I t  has  been an 
exciting time. We are hoping 
to expand as we grow by adding more ministries, baptisms 
and leaders in the coming future. Our men are getting more 
involved and praying for one another. More of our ladies 
have stepped up in planning events. It has been an exciting 
time to be at The Bridge.

Prayer Needs:
Pray for wisdom in leadership as we expand further into 

the next year. Next year, 2025, will be my last year as a 
missionary with the BMA and I am praying God continues to 
increase us this coming year. I am hoping that God continues 
to surprise us with His blessings of increase. 

HAITAO HE—
FREE SALVATION BIBLE MISSION 
IN CORPUS CHRISTI   
HAITAO.HE@BMATS.EDU

We  a r e  g r a t e f u l  f o r 
your  con t inued  suppor t 
and are pleased to share 
updates from our mission 
this month. On Halloween 
night, we participated in a 
local elementary school's fall 
festival, which attracted over 
1,000 attendees. The event 
provided an excellent opportunity to connect with families 
and fellow volunteers, strengthening our community ties. Our 
weekly Bible study groups have received great feedback. One 
participant shared how the studies have deepened her faith 
and understanding of Scripture, highlighting the impact of 
our collective efforts.

Prayer Needs:
We are planning a community outreach for Thanksgiving. 

Please pray for the success of this event.

KEVIN WILLIAMS—
PORT ARTHUR MISSION    
MR.WILLIAMSP121@GMAIL.COM

Things are going well in 
Port Arthur as we have entered 
the fall season. Unfortunately, 
we have lost contact with 
one of the families who we 
were meeting with us, but 
the other Bible study group 
is going strong with Roberto 
and Betsy. We have had some 
great opportunities to begin building relationships with some 
people.

▲ Robert Lee

▲ Kyle Cheatham

▲ Chris Driver

▲ Timothy Alba 

▲ Ciro Gonzalez

▲ Chris Mindi

▲ Haitao He

▲ Kevin Williams

BMA TX MISSIONS continued on p. 11
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A typical piece of advice that a pastor might give to 
someone with a discomforted soul would be to “Remember the 
Lord.” According to Psalm 77:3, the psalmist did remember 
God, but that memory made him feel “overwhelmed” or faint 
and weak. When studying this passage, I expected to see the 
psalmist write, “I remembered God, and then everything was 
all right.” However, he remained disturbed. It appears that he 
was saying, “Yes, I remember God’s past actions, but right 
now, He’s not doing anything to help!” We might all think 
back to the “good ole days” when God seemed to bless, but 
question what He is doing now. The answer can be disturbing. 
By using the word “Selah,” the psalmist encourages readers 
to slow down and reflect upon Psalm 77:1-3.

The psalmist addressed God directly, even accusing Him 
that “Thou holdest mine eyes waking” or “You keep my 
eyes open” (77:4a). The psalmist also expressed that “I am 
so troubled that I cannot speak” (77:4b). Have you ever 
been so emotionally distraught that you could not sleep and 
simply could not talk about your feelings? Psalm 77:4 shows 
that even a worship leader and biblical author had similar 
struggles. Have you ever felt that God was keeping you 
awake? Pray for fellow Christians and their leaders who are 
facing internal struggles. 

Unsuccessfully, the psalmist attempted several ways 
to resolve his struggle. First, he “considered the days of 
old, the years of ancient times” or years long ago (77:5). 
However, even pleasant memories of the “good ole days” 
did not bring sleep. Second, he remembered “my song in 
the night” (77:6a). Perhaps this referred to a lullaby or other 
peaceful song that had often helped him to find sleep but 
failed to do so under present conditions. Third, he communed 
or pondered within his own heart and searched diligently 
within his spirit for answers, but to no avail (77:6b). More 
times than I care to admit, I have tossed and turned at night 
and attempted to “figure out” what to do about something 
bothering me. . .

Psalm 77:10 seems to be the hinge upon which this psalm 
turns. The psalmist then said, “This is my infirmity,” or 
perhaps his own weakness and failure in attempting to use the 
memory of the old days, lullabies, and diligent searches. In 
contrast, he continued to say, “But I will remember the years 
of the right hand of the most High.” Whereas the psalmist 
questioned if the Lord’s grace and power had changed, he 
began to remember the LORD’s works and wonders of old 
(77:11). We know the Lord never changes, and the psalmist 
will come to that conclusion by the psalm’s end, but there 
may be seasons in life when His people struggle to see Him 
at work. 

Perhaps you have wondered if personal sins or 
shortcomings have caused God to abandon you. If so, 
consider following the psalmist’s example. Notice that the 
psalmist changed from my, my, my, to Your works, Your 
wonders, and Your doings. Such contrasts are further seen 
between the psalmist’s actions before and after 77:10. Before, 
he had thought about his own “old times” (77:5), but after, 
he focused upon remembering “the years . . . of the most 
High,” the Lord’s “works,” and “wonders of old” (77:10-11). 
Before, he had diligently searched with “my spirit” (77:6), 
but afterward, he meditated upon the Lord’s work and doing 
(77:12). What an obvious change. Instead of meditating and 
searching on his own, the psalmist turned to the Lord in 
meditation. Follow this example and meditate also upon all 
God’s works and talk about His actions. . . There are many 
internal struggles and things about life and eternity that I 
will never “figure out” on my own. I need the Lord’s help. 
Fortunately, the Lord has not forgotten that He is indeed 
merciful and gracious.

This article is an excerpt from the Baptist Expositor 
“Psalms of Asaph: Thanking and Praising God” Winter 2024 
quarterly. You may order BMA Sunday School curriculum at 
baptistpublishinghouse.com.

By BAPTIST PUBLISHING HOUSE

I Can’t Sleep

Heith Mitchell is the director of BMA of Texas Missions. 
Contact him at P.O. Box 73, Waxahachie, Texas 75168, 
972-923-0757 or hmitchell@bmatexas.org. For more 
information, visit www.bmatexasmissions.org.

A few weeks ago, on a Saturday, the kids and I offered a 
free car wash outside our house. While we did not have much 
interest, we were able to bless one of our neighbors and I was 
able to get to better know Mr. Thomas.

Last week, we had some of my coworkers over to the 
house for a board game night that was a lot of fun and a 
wonderful opportunity to get to know them outside the work 
environment. We plan to have those regularly.

We are also planning to use the upcoming holidays to 
reach out to our neighbors with a simple gift of cookies and a 
card. Last week, I got to talk to a neighbor whom we have not 
had contact with since we gave them cookies after moving 
here. She was so appreciative of the gesture and we hope to 
build on that interaction and have their family over sometime 
soon.

Prayer Needs:
Pray for our health during this time of year as sickness 

tends to spread. Pray for relationships to create Gospel-
sharing opportunities. Pray for the Port Acres community in 
which we live, that God would move in the hearts of people 
preparing the soil for the Gospel message.

BMA Texas Missions cont.

HEAVEN IS A FREE GIFT!
It is not earned or deserved. No amount of effort or good works can earn a place 
for you in heaven. Why?
Because . . .

MAN IS A SINNER.
“For all have sinned . . .” (Rom. 3:23) Because of this, man cannot save himself.

GOD.
On the one hand, God is merciful and does not want to punish us. Yet God is just 
and must punish sin. God solved this problem for us in the Person of . . .

JESUS CHRIST.
He died on the cross to pay the penalty for our sins and rose from the grave to 
purchase a place for us in heaven—“the Lord has laid on Him (Jesus) the iniquity of us 
all” (Isa. 53:6).

THE GIFT IS RECEIVED BY FAITH.
Saving faith is trusting in Jesus Christ alone for eternal life. It means resting on Christ 
alone and what He has done, rather than what you or I have done to get us into 
heaven. “Believe on (or trust in) the Lord Jesus Christ and you will be saved” (Acts 16:31).

SO MAY WE ASK . . .
Have you received God’s free gift of eternal life? The Bible assures us in 1 John 5:13 
that we can know we have eternal life.
Do you know for sure that you are going to heaven when you die? The Bible says, 
“Whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved.” If you are willing to repent 
(turn away from your sin and to the Lord Jesus) you can receive the free gift of eternal life by 
simply praying: Lord Jesus, I know I am a sinner and do not deserve eternal life. But, I believe 
You died and rose from the grave to purchase a place in heaven for me.  Jesus, come into 
my life, take control of my life, forgive my sins, and save me. I am now placing my trust in You 
alone for my salvation, and I accept your free gift of eternal life.
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Conway, Ark.—BMA Financial, a comprehensive financial 
services provider for BMA churches, is excited to announce 
a new strategic partnership with Sparrow Team Financials, a 
financial management firm that specializes in bookkeeping for 
churches.

This collaboration will combine BMA Financial’s broad 
expertise in financial services with Sparrow Team Financials’ 
niche focus on customized financial management for churches. 
Together, they will offer churches a tailored approach to 
financial management that fosters transparency and efficiency 
within the BMA.

At BMA Financial, our mission is to serve churches and 
entities of the Baptist Missionary Association (BMA) of 
America. Our goal is to offer services that help members of 
BMA organizations manage God’s money, God’s way, for God’s 
glory.

“It’s our goal at BMA Financial to provide trusted financial 
solutions to churches and other ministry organizations within the 
BMA of America that value service and stewardship, and our 
partnership with Sparrow Team Financials aligns perfectly with 

this goal,” said Dr. Steve Crawley, Executive Director of BMA 
Financial. “We look forward to enhancing the level of financial 
support available to ministries through this collaboration.”

Sparrow Team Financials not only brings a wealth of 
experience in handling the unique financial needs of churches 
but a calling as well. 

“We prioritize clear communication and personalized support 
to help ministries navigate their financial responsibilities with 
confidence,” said Caroline Sellers, Founder of Sparrow Team 
Financials. “By partnering with BMA Financial, we can help to 
empower churches with the financial tools they need to thrive 
for years to come.”

This partnership will  specifically highlight the 
comprehensive bookkeeping service to provide BMA churches 
with

•	 Detailed financial reporting
•	 Budgeting and forecasting tailored to ministry needs
To learn more about the services available through this 

partnership, please contact Sparrow Team Financials at (501) 
291-0276 or visit www.sparrowteamfinancials.com.

ABOUT BMA FINANCIAL  
BMA Financial is a trusted provider of financial services, 

specializing in retirement investing, estate planning, and 
insurance services for BMA of America churches and entities. 
With a commitment to delivering high-quality, personalized 
solutions, BMA Financial helps clients manage their financial 
affairs with confidence.

ABOUT SPARROW TEAM FINANCIALS  
Sparrow Team Financials specializes in bookkeeping and 

financial management for churches, offering customized 
solutions for payroll, financial reporting, and more. Prioritizing 
clear communication and personalized guidance to fully 
support your church or ministry. Visit sparrowteamfinancials.
com for more details. 

For more information, please contact Ryan Johnson, BMA 
Financial Services chief development officer  at 501-908-
5078 or at ryan@bmaamerica.org. 

BMA Financial announces strategic partnership with Sparrow Team 
Financials to enhance financial management services for churches
By RYAN JOHNSON
BMA Financial Services Chief Development Officer  

On the evening of Monday, October 28, 2024, the East 
Foothills Baptist Church, under the leadership of Pastor Craig 
Kearby, graciously hosted the annual association meeting of 
the BMA of Smith County.

AN EVENING OF FELLOWSHIP AND WORSHIP
The evening commenced with a delightful meal and a time 

of fellowship, bringing together members of the association 
in the spirit of camaraderie and unity. Following the meal, the 
official meeting began, marked by the harmonious melodies 
of the Jacksonville Singers from Jacksonville College, under 
the direction of Tim Timmons, whose music set a reverent 
tone for the evening.

INSPIRING MESSAGE AND DEPARTMENTAL REPORTS
Keith Brown, director of the Tyler Association of Baptist 

Students, delivered an inspiring evening message that 
resonated deeply with all in attendance. Following the 
message, comprehensive reports from the various departments 
of the Baptist Missionary Association of Texas and the 
Baptist Missionary Association of America were presented, 
providing valuable insights into each association’s progress 
and future endeavors.

ELECTION OF NEW OFFICERS
A highlight of the evening was the election of new officers 

for the upcoming year, ensuring that our association continues 
to be strong as it is guided by dedicated and capable leaders.

LOOKING AHEAD
The association is pleased to announce that the 2025 

Annual Meeting will be hosted by Red Springs, Tyler, where 

East Foothills, Lindale hosts BMA of Smith County Annual Meeting
Collin Jones serves as pastor, Monday evening, Oct. 27, 
2025, promising another opportunity for fellowship, worship 
and growth within the association.

Heartfelt gratitude is extended to East Foothills Baptist 

Church for their hospitality and to all messengers and 
attendees for their participation.  

Let us continue to “…earnestly contend for the faith 
which was once delivered unto the saints” Jude 1:3.
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By SARAH LOW

Project Update

Sarah Low is the Texas Women’s Missionary 
Auxi l iary  (WMA)  edi tor.  Contact  her  at 
sarahbethlow@gmail.com. For more information 
about the Texas WMA, visit www.texaswma.com.

PRAISE THE LORD AND THANK YOU
As of Oct. 31, over $30,000 has been raised for the Texas 

WMA project, Jacksonville College.

DISTRICT REPORTS
Cherokee District WMA met in the Cornerstone 

Jacksonville gym for a soup supper Oct. 8. The church’s 
WMA provided soup, crackers, cornbread, and desserts were 
provided by First, Maydelle WMA. The gym was decorated 
with fall décor and set up for the enjoyment of foods as well 
as the meeting which was called to order by President Cindy 
Allen. Carol Murph opened with prayer, and Jo Ann Bass 
welcomed all.

After receiving an offering and the roll call, Cindy Allen 
introduced the speaker for the evening, Miss Rebecca Orr, 
who is a member of Cornerstone. This summer, she went as 
a missionary to Peru for six days and shared her experience. 
The group landed in Lima, Peru and traveled by car seven 
hours to Nazca, Peru. 

On the first night, they attended the church in Nazca 
sharing their plans and greeting the children who had come. 
The group was very welcomed by the members. Time was 
spent preparing for Vacation Bible School (VBS), making 
flyers at the copy shop and hours handing them out to people. 

Rebecca reported that they had a one-day VBS in nearby 
Buena Fe with a little over 40 children attending. Then they 
held a 2-day VBS in Nazca with lessons, games, crafts, 
singing, stories and cooking. She built relationships with the 
children during that time. Other days were filled with sight-
seeing (Inca ruins, sand dunes with artifacts), learning about 
the culture, shopping, and playing a lot of soccer.

She reflected on how to use what she has learned in her 
church, community and globally with Romans 12:1-8 as her 
biblical reference for the mission. She was so appreciative 
for the ministry in Peru with which Johnmichael and Angela 
Poulin are working. Rebecca realized as prayer was being 
said each time in Spanish and English, both languages spoke 
of God the Father. No matter what the language was spoken, 
we all pray to the same God.

President Allen thanked Rebecca by presenting her a 
card of monetary appreciation. The district WMA business 
conducted especially included the state WMA meeting in 
November. The next meeting will be at First, Jacksonville 
Jan. 14, 2025. There were 18 WMA ladies, one minister, and 
seven guests present.

Liberty District WMA with Antioch, Gilmer Oct. 12. 
The theme for the year is “Testify,” and the theme verse is: 
“But sanctify the Lord God in your hearts: and be ready 

always to give an answer to every man that asketh you a 
reason of the hope that is in you with meekness and fear” 
(1 Peter 3:15). Thoughts on the theme: Some of the sweetest 
worship services can be those in which God’s children testify 
about what the Lord has done and is doing in their lives.

What a blessing it is to read as Stephen testifies in Acts 7, 
and Paul in Acts 22 and 26 and even the simple testimony of 
the Samaritan woman in John 4, who said, “Come and see 
a man who told me everything I ever did. Could this be the 
Messiah?” and the Bible shares the results… “They came out 
of the town and made their way toward Him.” 

So, what does our testimony do? 1) It gives honor and 
praise to our Lord and Savior, 2) it can be instrumental in 
leading a person to Christ, 3) it can heal and draw us closer 
together, and 4) it can remind us of all God’s goodness and 
faithfulness…which gives us more faith and courage in our 
daily living. To quote an article: “Our testimony shows that 
God is greater than our story or our experience. It is not about 
us. It is about God and His work in and through us.” 

President Sandra Kizer presided. The program was 
introduced by Teresa Gipson. Carrying out the theme, 
“Testify”, testimonies were given by Doris Allen, Carla Joyce 
and Bettye Wilson.

The project for the 2023-2024 year was for “Teach for 

Christ with Rose Ng”. The goal was $2,500 and was reached 
and exceeded. The project for 2024-2025 will be for the 
Texas Baptist Home and the goal is $3,000.

The next meeting will be with the Fellowship, Pittsburg at 
10 a.m. Jan. 11, 2025.



14 | November 2024

AVAILABLE MINISTRY POSITIONS
MUSIC—New Harmony, Tyler is seeking a full- time minister of music. 
Send resume to NHBC, 10251 FM 724, Tyler, Texas 75704 or call the 
church at 903-593-5811 for more information. 2/25

PASTOR—Calvary, Arlington is seeking a bivocational pastor.  Send 
resume to psc@calvarybaptistarlington.org. 1/25

YOUTH MINISTRY LEADER—First, Palmer is seeking a full-time youth 
ministry leader. For more information, email Pastor Gary Southard at 
pastor@fbcpalmer.org. TFN

MUSIC MINISTER—Eighth Avenue, Teague is seeking a bivocational 
music minister. Send resume to Pastor Roy Prather, 201 S. 8th Avenue, 
Teague, Texas 75860 or pastorroy@yahoo.com. 12/24

PASTOR—Mt. Olive Baptist Church of Scurry is seeking a bivocational 
pastor. For information call 972-935-2428 or email rebecca. 
upchuch59@gmail.com. TFN

YOUTH/STUDENT MINISTER—Antioch, Gilmer is seeking a 
bivocational youth/student minister. Send resume to Pastor Michael 
Pool, 7391 Giraffe Road, Gilmer, Texas 75644, abcgilmer@gmail.com, 
or call 903-315-6822. 12/24

PASTOR—Old Bethel, Canton is seeking a bivocational pastor. Email 
resumes to OBBCResume@proton.me. TFN

PASTOR—Bethel, Clayton is seeking a pastor. Send resume to Joe 
Ogden, 563 CR183, Carthage, Texas 75633 or call 903-692-0000. A 
parsonage is available for the pastor. The church is located at 160 
CR1521, Clayton. Jerry Phillips is currently serving as interim pastor. TFN

ANDREW DOUGLASS is the new pastor of Calvary, Fairfield.
RANDY JOHNSON is the new pastor of Bauman Road, Houston.

2024 BMA OF TEXAS ANNUAL MEETING
WHEN: Nov. 18-19, 2024
PLACE: Jacksonville, Texas

2025 BMA OF AMERICA MEETING
WHEN: April 22-25, 2025
WHERE: Pathway Baptist Church, Waxahachie

2025 SOAR STUDENT CONFERENCE
WHEN: July 2-4, 2025
WHERE: Loews Arlington Hotel, Arlington, Texas

2025 BMA OF TEXAS MEETING
WHEN: Nov. 17-18, 2025
WHERE: Pathway Baptist Church, Waxahachie

The Baptist Missionary Loan Association (BMLA), a ministry of the Baptist Missionary Association of Texas, 
offers loans to churches for everything from land and building purchases, to additions and renovations.

Why consider a loan with BMLA?

We specialize in church building projects.
Since 1953, BMLA has provided loans for churches of the Baptist Missionary Association of Texas. No one 
understands the needs and goals of BMA congregations and related ministries better than BMLA. Recently, 
BMLA was authorized by the churches of the Baptist Missionary Association of Texas to offer loans to any BMA 
church in the United States. 

We offer competitive rates and terms.
Unlike many commercial lending institutions, BMLA can save your congregation thousands of dollars by 
requiring minimal closing costs and offering competitive rates.

Faithful stewardship finances our loans.
The money invested in BMLA by congregations and individuals finance our loans for building projects and 
land purchases.

For more information, visit bmla.org.
If you are ready, you may apply for a loan online at bmla.org. 

If you have more questions, call us at 972-923-0758.

We look forward to helping you make your dreams come true!

BMLA, P.O. Box 425, Waxahachie, Texas 75168
www.bmla.org
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After publishing proposed budgets for Baptist Progress and the Baptist Missionary Loan Association in our last issue, we realized that we had not budgeted enough for a few expenses. 
Therefore, both the Baptist Progress Board of Trustees and the Baptist Missionary Loan Association Board of Trustees present the revised proposed budgets on this page. 

By JERRY FULTON
Baptist Progress Director/Editor
Baptist Missionary Loan Association Director

Proposed budgets revised

INCOME  2023 
BUDGET 

 2023 
ACTUAL 

 2024 
BUDGET 

 2024 
PROJECTED 

 2025 
BUDGET 

Interest Income - Loans 300,000.00 357,422.00 350,000.00 340,749.86 351,000.00
Interest Income - Investments 300,000.00 302,444.00 300,000.00 249,275.00 300,000.00
Donations - Churches 5,000.00 4,421.00 5,000.00 4,529.24 5,800.00
Donations - UTO 13,000.00 10,021.00 12,500.00 9,812.61 10,000.00
Donations - Unified Budget 1,000.00 938.03 1,000.00 3,523.80 3,500.00
Donations - Trust Fund 500.00 297.27 300.00 594.82 500.00
TOTAL INCOME 619,500.00 675,543.30 668,800.00 608,485.33 670,800.00
EXPENSES
Employee Compensation:
Director Salary 20,972.00 20,972.04 22,232.00 22,231.56 33,848.00
Director Housing 31,458.00 31,458.00 33,347.00 33,347.28 24,510.00
Director Insurance 10,560.00 10,560.00 11,760.00 13,560.00 13,560.00
Director Longevity 200.00 300.00 400.00 400.00
Director Retirement 3,146.00 2,940.00 3,335.00 3,334.68 3,525.00
Director Christmas Bonus 1,008.00 1,008.27 1,069.00 1,069.00 1,122.00
Business Manager Salary 28,355.00 28,355.04 31,500.00 31,500.00 33,075.00
Office Manager Salary 26,707.20 26,707.08 30,000.00 30,000.00 31,500.00
Christmas Bonuses 1,059.16 1,058.89 1,183.00 1,060.00 1,242.00
Payroll Taxes 9,204.43 9,157.99 9,959.00 9,726.08 10,516.00
General Expenses:
Advertisement / Promotion 3,000.00 1,453.23 3,000.00 1,656.00 1,250.00
Annuity 3,000.00 3,879.90 3,000.00 18,477.89 2,300.00
Bank Service Charges 1,122.98 200.00 250.00 200.00
Benevolance/Profit Sharing 48,803.00 0.00
Bookkeeping 3,000.00 3,082.25 3,300.00 2,118.00 2,500.00
Computer Expense / Software 15,000.00 13,508.89 15,000.00 13,751.78 14,000.00
Insurance Bond/D&O 1,850.00 2,145.00 2,250.00 1,795.00 2,000.00
Insurance-Lender Placed 1,200.00 -408.76 1,000.00 500.00
Insurance-Tauch, View Drive 5,621.88 6,000.00 4,803.04 0.00
Interest Expense-Certificate 400,000.00 451,482.99 420,000.00 526,263.84 453,000.00
Interest Expense-Demand 3,000.00 4,166.32 4,500.00 0.00 4,500.00
Legal / Accounting 10,000.00 9,788.00 10,000.00 7,789.78 10,000.00
Miscellaneous Expense 650.00 300.00 650.00 0.00 650.00
Office Equipment (Assets) 1,500.00 622.96 1,500.00 0.00 1,500.00
Office Expense 500.00 1,042.95 500.00 500.00 500.00
Office Rent 16,080.00 16,080.00 16,080.00 16,080.00 16,080.00
Postage 1,000.00 1,133.32 1,300.00 2,015.18 2,000.00
Property Maintenance 1,000.00 1,000.00 1,916.90 1,000.00
Property Maintenance-Tauch 108.80 15,000.00 0.00 0.00
Property Tax-Tauch 9,500.00 8,897.27 9,500.00 8,653.87 0.00
Staff Training 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
Supplies 1,000.00 689.91 1,000.00 64.94 572.00
Telephone Reimb/Teleconf 1,680.00 1,640.00 1,750.00 2,112.00 2,150.00
Travel Expense 4,000.00 1,752.02 4,000.00 1,649.00 2,500.00
Trustee Expense 300.00 325.78 300.00 253.34 300.00
TOTAL EXPENSES 609,929.79 709,456.00 665,515.00 756,379.16 670,800.00

INCOME  2023-2024 
BUDGET 

 2023-2024 
ACTUAL 

 2024-2025 
PROPOSED 

Donations 35,000.00 23,285.17 25,000.00 
Subscriptions 75,000.00 63,991.84 65,000.00 
Advertising 11,000.00 11,670.00 12,000.00 
United Thanksgiving Offering 15,000.00 14,125.47 15,000.00 
Baptist Progress Anniversary Offering 15,000.00 16,259.87 15,000.00 
Interest Income 3,800.00 3,777.39 3,800.00 
Auxiliary Page 900.00 900.00 900.00 
Every Sunday Bulletin Service 11,500.00 11,936.59 12,000.00 
Trust Fund Distribution 0.00 297.42 300.00 
Ministry Connection Workshops 0.00 0.00 750.00 
Investment Withdrawal 0.00 0.00 17,325.00 
TOTAL INCOME 167,200.00 146,243.75 167,075.00 
EXPENSES
Employee Compensation:
Editor's Salary 16,540.00 16,539.96 25,177.00 
Editor's Housing 24,800.00 24,798.00 18,230.00 
Editor's Retirement 2,480.00 2,484.00 2,605.00 
Editor's Longevity 1,900.00 1,900.00 2,000.00 
Editor's Insurance 11,760.00 13,560.00 13,560.00 
Editor's Christmas Bonus 795.00 795.00 835.00 
Office Staff Compensation 10,020.00 10,020.00 10,520.00 
Office Staff Christmas Bonuses 500.00 500.00 500.00 
Graphic Designer Compensation 7,500.00 7,500.00 8,000.00 
Graphic Artist Christmas Bonus 500.00 500.00 500.00 
Payroll Taxes 5,700.00 5,874.97 6,130.00 
General Expenses:
Church Relations 1,500.00 187.84 500.00 
Computer Maintenance/Contracts 2,000.00 695.54 1,000.00 
Depreciation 0.00 313.00 313.00 
Digital Communications 3,250.00 4,145.29 4,400.00 
Equipment/Furnishings 3,000.00 2,674.63 2,750.00 
Every Sunday Bulletin Service 9,500.00 9,868.42 10,000.00 
Gratuity for Writers/Proofreading 2,500.00 1,650.00 1,700.00 
Miscellaneous 2,000.00 1,351.03 2,000.00 
Office Postage 2,000.00 1,546.31 2,000.00 
Office Utilities & Expenses 6,400.00 6,335.47 6,400.00 
Office Supplies 1,000.00 626.06 1,000.00 
Professional Fees 3,000.00 2,742.00 3,000.00 
Telephone (Editor's Cell Phone) 500.00 608.00 650.00 
Travel 3,555.00 1,558.50 2,000.00 
Trustee Expense 500.00 544.26 530.00 
Expenses for Printing & Mailing:
USPS (Postage) 14,000.00 13,198.17 13,500.00 
Fielder Ink, LLC 22,000.00 18,530.00 19,000.00 
Expenses for Workshops & Resouses:
Workshops, Resources & Concerts 8,000.00 2,741.07 8,275.00
TOTAL EXPENSES 167,200.00 153,787.52 167,075.00 
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SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 24, 2024
OVERALL GOAL: $125,000

GOAL PER CHURCH: $1,500
The o� ering benefi ts BMA Texas Missions, 

Baptist Missionary Loan Association, Baptist Progress, 
Jacksonville College, and Texas Baptist Home for Children.

Mail o� erings to: 
BMA of Texas, P.O. Box 73, Waxahachie, Texas 75168

2024
United 

Thanksgiving 
O
 ering


