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AN OASIS IN THE DESERT

▲ Messengers from new churches seated at the 2023 BMA of Texas Meeting 

President Ryan Burchett called the 123rd Annual 
Session of the Baptist Missionary Association of 
Texas to order Nov. 6, 2023. The meeting of the 
association was held for the first time at Crossroads 
Church, Rowlett where Jason Collins is the pastor. 
Collins, the church’s staff and volunteers were 
gracious hosts and incredibly helpful throughout 
the planning and executing stages of the meeting. 

Messengers from three petitioning churches 
were seated at this year’s meeting including Oasis, 
Levelland, where Chris Driver is the pastor; 
Lighthouse of Hope, Richmond, where Kingsley 
Nduka and Aderemi Badru are the pastors and 
Iglesia Bautista La Familia in Jacksonville, where 
Axle Zavala is the pastor. 

Following a time of worship led by the 
Crossroads Church praise team, Burchett preached 
the president’s message that complimented the 
theme of the meeting, To God Be the Glory, 
from Isaiah 42:8. Other sermons included the 
annual message by Robbie Caldwell of Tyler, and 
encouragement from the Word by Chris Sweet, 
pastor of Grace Temple, San Angelo and Spencer 
Simpson, pastor of Redeemer’s Love, Houston. 
Prior to the annual message by Caldwell, Baptist 
Progress sponsored a concert by recording artist 
Amy Douglas, whose husband, Jared, is pastor of 
First, Red Oak. 

2023-2024 OFFICERS AND 
2024 SPEAKER 

Elected to serve as president of the BMA of 
Texas for 2023-2024 was Michael Pool, pastor 
of Antioch, Gilmer. Eric Johnson, pastor of First, 
Jacksonville, was elected as first vice president. 
Elected as second vice president was Mike 
McEuen, pastor of New Beginnings Bible, Ferris.

David Cook, pastor of South Park, Fort Worth, 
was elected to preach the annual message at the 
2024 BMA of Texas Meeting. Elected as his 
alternate was Sam Bradley, pastor of Heritage, 
Waxahachie.

CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENTS
Constitutional changes were proposed by 

TBHC that involved minor wording changes to 
their legal documents. Jacksonville College also 
proposed changes to their bylaws and charter which 

BMA of Texas meets in Rowlett for 123rd Annual Session
By JERRY FULTON
Baptist Progress Director/Editor

▲ Amy Douglas singing prior to annual message

▲ Chris Sweet, pastor of Grace Temple, San 
Angelo, sharing encouragement from God’s Word

▲ Spencer Simpson, pastor of Redeemer’s Love, 
Houston shared encouragement from God’s WordBMA OF TEXAS MEETING continued on p. 6
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Long time pastor in BMA work, Robbie Caldwell, was selected to 
preach the annual message at the 2023 state association at Crossroads, 
Rowlett, Nov. 6. He explained how he came to select his sermon title, 
“We Would See Jesus” taken from John 12:20-21.

“And there were certain Greeks among them that came up to 
worship at the feast; The same came therefore to Philip, which was 
of Bethsaida of Galilee, and desired him, saying, Sir, we would see 
Jesus.”

Caldwell mentioned some of the events that led to his selection of 
his message text. 

“I remember Bro. C.D. Walker introducing Dr. W.A. Criswell at our 
1979 state meeting at Northside, Irving,” Caldwell said, recalling that 
Criswell alluded to John 12:20-21.   

Sometime later, Caldwell read a book by Dr. John W. Gregson about 
the Jacksonville College Centennial.  In the book, Gregson noted that 
the theme of the 1960 Bible Conference was “We Would See Jesus.”  

I immediately thought, “Confirmation!,” Caldwell said. 
He said, “We would see Jesus in prophecy, prayer, revelation, 

stewardship, temptation, evangelism and parabolic teaching. Then I 
realized that there were so many ways that we can tell about Jesus: 
Evangelism Explosion, The Roman Road, The Four Spiritual Laws and 
also the foolishness of preaching (1 Corinthians 1:21).”

“We can tell, teach and talk about Jesus—but scripture says, “Sir, we 
would see Jesus.”

“That (gripped) my heart,” Caldwell said. “The idea of seeing Jesus 
is the message of today. Not only do we need to see Jesus, brethren, the 
world needs to see Jesus in us - our families need to see Jesus in us; our 
churches need to see Jesus in us.” 

He went on to say the idea of seeing Jesus in us is not a new idea. 
“We know God the Holy Spirit lives within us. We are the temple 

of the Spirit of God. We house God, which is a little scary to me. So, 
the idea of seeing Jesus in us should not be something that’s foreign—
brethren we ought to see Jesus in one another.”

Caldwell recalled when he first saw Jesus.
“ Well, I first saw Him at church—I was saved at about 14 years of 

age, and it was at a revival, so it had to be in July.”
As a boy, Robbie was taken to the Texas Baptist Children’s Home 

and he observed the ministry of the home staff ministering to the 
children.

“My heart went out to those children,” he said. 
Caldwell later saw Jesus while attending Jacksonville College, 

citing many of the members of the faculty who touched his life.
Some time later, he won a mission trip.
“I saw Jesus on that trip,” he said. “You need to see our guys at 

work—you will see Jesus on a mission trip.”   
He shared his experience in his first church staff job at Grace 

Church of Shreveport, Louisiana.
“I was Bro. H.L. Lee’s youth guy,” Caldwell recalled, noting that as 

soon as he arrived on the field, Bro. Lee was to be gone for two weeks. 
The new youth director was to be in charge, preparing the bulletin, and 
filling the pulpit.

“The first Sunday service, I preached everything I knew,” he said. 
“The next Sunday rolled around and I had no message at all—so I 

went to the Roman Road.”
“I prayed and said, ‘Lord if you’ll let me get through this, I’ll never 

be unprepared again. That was a lie!” 

His testimonial to 
that service was that 
the Lord saved five 
people.  

“God whispered 
in my ear and said, 
“Robbie - I really 
don’t need you, but 
if you’ll get out of the 
way, I can use you.” 

The experience 
r eminded  h im of 
his first sermon he 
preached while at 
Jacksonville College.

“I preached for 15 
minutes—and cried 
10,” he said to an 
audience that broke into laughter.  

“I said, ‘God, you’ve made a mistake—I tried to tell Him in the very 
beginning at Jacksonville College, you know I’m not smart—but He 
just kept impressing the lyrics from an old song, “if just a cup of water 
I place within your hand—then just a cup of water is all that I demand.”

Caldwell also mentioned another song that gripped his heart—
“Others, Lord, yes others; let this my motto be;  help me to live for 
others that I might live like thee.” 

“The rest of the message will be like a testimonial about how God 
can use even me, if I would get out of the way, and how the world 
needs to see Jesus in me. Everything in our life ought to be about Jesus 
Christ.”

Caldwell also reminded the audience that pride can slip into our 
hearts and into our ministry when we get to the point where we are just 
telling about Jesus and not showing Jesus.

“So many times we get so wrapped up in what we’ve done and what 
we’re doing and what we can do, that we forget, we’re sinners saved by 
God’s grace, called to a specific purpose and that is to glorify Him,” he 
said. “It’s one thing to tell about Jesus, yet another thing for people to 
see Jesus in our lives.”

He continued, “In the mission world, we hear about lifestyle 
evangelism, as if it was something new, but it’s what Jesus intended to 
begin with. People seeing Christ in us and wondering ‘how can we get 
this?’”

He said the early church was first known not by their teaching, not 
by their preaching, but by their changed lives.  

“How many of you would agree there’s too much of the world in 
us and not enough of us in the world?” he asked the audience, noting 
that the lives of the early church were changed, their speech was 
different—their love gave them away. In fact, their humble spirit even 
as they were beaten and persecuted was a testimony to all how precious 
Jesus was to them. Today many of us can’t accept any adversity in our 
lives—we moan and groan about everything. God help us! We’ve been 
given a great opportunity to show Jesus to a lost and dying world.” 

 “From the time that I started in the ministry, I had the idea I had 
to do it in my own strength. It seemed like every time, I wanted to do 
what I could do—and every time, God had to whisper in my ear and 
say, “Robbie, just get out of the way.” 

By PAUL GAUNTT
Baptist Progress Correspondent

Caldwell delivers annual message: We Would See Jesus

▲ Robbie Caldwell
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In the 2023 BMA of Texas Leadership Conference, 
sponsored by BMA Texas Missions, Brad and Sydney 
Holcomb of Redemption Hill, Fort Worth, shared how Jesus, 
being confronted with temptation in the wilderness (Matthew 
4), gives servants of the Lord today, all the clarity and hope 
needed to finish well in ministry and life.  

They also noted that one temptation by Satan was to be 
spectacular (casting Himself from the pinnacle of the temple). 
Likewise, we are to avoid the temptation to be spectacular. 

Brad shared how easily one can become addicted to 
ministry much like an addict to drugs. He noted that he had to 
come to grips with the question, “If ministry were to be taken 
away, could I still function?”  

“It’s not wrong to dream about big ministry, as long as 
Jesus is the center of it,” he said. 

Brad and Sydney shared how easily it is for one in 
ministry to be tempted to become powerful and how Jesus 
dealt with this particular temptation. Satan tempted Him by 
promising Him power to rule the kingdoms of the earth if He 
would fall down and worship him.  

They also warned of the danger of ministry being driven 
by pragmatism rather than “doing the Lord’s work, the Lord’s 
way.”  

They said we were to:
• Trust God’s methods—not our own.
• Go back to the Word for guidance.
• Realize that when we seem to have lost the war, waiting 

on the Lord means we win.
• Realize that successful ministry means not charging 

ahead in the flesh. 

By PAUL GAUNTT
Baptist Progress Correspondent

Leadership Conference: 
Lessons in ministry from 
Jesus’ temptations in 
the wilderness

▲ Brad and Sydney Holcomb

Jason Collins, lead pastor of the host church, Crossroads, 
Rowlett, taught a breakout session titled “Leadership One-
Liners.” In this long list of principles that illustrate how 
to develop leaders in the church, Collins has had much 
success in mobilizing the membership to become involved in 
ministry. 

“Many churches are dying because they have forgotten 
their reason to live in the first place,” he said. “We need to 
know why we do what we do. Many churches have changed 
their motto from ‘We’re here to serve the broken world’ to 
becoming ‘what does the church have to offer me’—and 
in the process (many) pastors have become performers and 
congregants have become spectators—because we lost the 
‘why’—Why do we do what we do?”  

Collins continued, “If my ‘why’ is to make sure that I’m 
standing here in front of the most people possible, then what 
I’m going to do is to effectively diminish anybody else that 
God has gifted to stand here, because I’m never going to give 
them an opportunity.” 

Collins said his goal is to equip leaders and then I want 
God to send those leaders all over the world. Not that I can 
say “I pastor a church where 5000 people came to listen to 
me speak every week - but for me, that’s the wrong “why”.  

So, for a church, everybody 
needs to know why they do what 
they are doing.  

To explain why you’re doing 
something to a group of people 
is infinitely more compelling 
than what you’re doing.  

Collins asked his staff and 
leaders to choose different 
leadership issues for him to 
utilize in his “Leadership One 
Liners” during the association 
meeting. 

They chose 32 different 
topics, including:

Move over and make room for others to serve.  
Get out of the production mode or innovation will never 

happen. 
Don’t create a new culture to make change—make 

changes to create a new culture.
And dozens more.  
For further information, contact Crossroads Church at 

www.crossroadsrowlett.org 972-475-1678.

Host pastor Jason Collins conducts breakout 
session: Leadership One-Liners
By PAUL GAUNTT
Baptist Progress Correspondent

Using the theme of the 2023 BMA of Texas Meeting, “Glory 
to God,” as his sermon title, Ryan Burchett, pastor of Walnut 
Street, Winnsboro, who has served the last two years as president 
of the BMA of Texas, preached  from Isaiah 42:8.

In the verse, the prophet Isaiah recorded the words of the Lord, 
“I am the Lord, that is My name; and my glory I will not give to 
another, nor My praise to carved images.”

Burchett exhorted that God makes clear in His revelation to 
Isaiah the prophet exactly who He is compared to all other idols, 
images, forms of god or forms of other religion. 

“His Word tells us that anything rivaling Him in terms of 
idolatry and/or glory is nothing more than a dumb idol,” he said. 
“In other words, the things man uses from creation to form gods 
or objects of his worship to come alongside Yahweh or to even 
replace Yahweh are stupid inventions that can neither talk, listen 
or live on their own. And yet, since the beginning, man has chosen 
to reject Yahweh, the Creator of all things, to worship things man 
makes himself. It makes absolutely no sense whatsoever, but then 
again, that is exactly what sin does to us per Romans 1.”

Burchett asked two questions: 1) Why should God receive 
all glory alone? and 2) Why can we not share His glory with 
other things, take some glory for ourselves, or acknowledge 
other religions and gods as being worthy of even some glory? In 
answering those questions, the president preached that God must 
receive all glory alone because He is the only self existent Being 
in all creation (v.8a).

The second reason Burchett gave was that God must receive all 
glory alone because He demands it all for Himself (v.8b). He said, 

“The concept of glory only exists 
because God decided it would. 
Therefore, all glory is His.” He 
continued, “This should cause us 
to pause and ask, ‘Do I give glory 
to things in my life for God?’”

The president noted thirdly that 
God must receive all glory alone 
because He demands all praise for 
Himself (v.8c). He said, “There 
is no glory, praise, adoration or 
thanksgiving without God creating 
it, and then creating a creation to 
enjoy it. Nothing else in our lives, 
including other people, are worthy 
of praise, adoration or thanksgiving on the level that God is. Even 
the good things in our lives, and based on human standards, the 
good people in our lives, even those things and people do not 
deserve glory alone for who they are or for what they add to our 
lives. They are blessings given to us by our Creator. We should 
give glory and praise to God for the blessings in our lives, not to 
the blessings themselves.”

Burchett concluded, “Simply put, there are no other gods, idols 
or powers. God is it. God is Jehovah. God is the Existing One. He 
is the Creator, Sustainer and the Savior. Churches of the BMA of 
Texas, in a world that largely rejects God, giving praise and glory 
to other things, let us be sure we are always an association of 
churches who stand for the glory of God alone.”

▲ Ryan Burchett

▲ Jason Collins

President’s Message: Glory to God
By JERRY FULTON
Baptist Progress Director/Editor
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TBHC to participate in North Texas Giving Day
By JASON CURRY

Giving Tuesday approaches, and the United Thanksgiving 
Offering. It presents a golden opportunity to make a positive 
impact on the ministries you support. This year, we invite 
you to join us in supporting the FUTURE 500 Campaign, 
a celebration of the 500 adoptions! We are celebrating two 
decades of effort and care. The need for kids to have homes 
today is greater than ever, that is why it is not the previous 
500, but for the future 500! Through foster care we are 
aiming to help TBHC serve future children needing homes. 
By donating, you can contribute to serving children not just 
today, but tomorrow.

TBHC
Many of you know our story. We began in 1910 as an 

orphanage and have been serving kids ever since. Our place 
in Ellis County has had an incredible impact on kids locally. 
As we transitioned into an agency in the 1980s, we continued 
to provide housing for children. We are seeking to expanded 
to include the DFW area and now are seeking to serve kids 
across the state of Texas.

This year, we encourage you to contribute to TBHC’s 
FUTURE 500 Campaign. Your generous donation will 
directly impact the lives of countless kids into the future that 
desperately need you. Giving to TBHC is effortless, and there 
are various ways to show your support:

1. Make a Monetary Donation.Visit TBHC’s website 
(www.TBHC.org) and make a direct donation to the 
FUTURE 500 Campaign. Every little amount counts and can 
help improve the overall well-being of communities. 

2. Share the FUTURE 500 Campaign. Spread the word 
about TBHC and the FUTURE 500 Campaign on your 
social media platforms. Encourage your friends, family, and 
followers to donate and make a difference. Use the hashtags 
#FUTURE500 and #GivingTuesday to maximize visibility.

3. Corporation Creating Matching Programs. Many 
companies have corporate matching programs in place to 
amplify their employees’ charitable contributions. Check if 
your employer offers such a program and double your impact 
by taking advantage of it.

GIVING TOGETHER
Support God’s work, meaningful causes and work towards 

building a brighter future for kids. By joining the FUTURE 
500 Campaign and giving to TBHC, we can collectively 
make a significant impact on kids from hard places and pave 
the way for them to know Jesus.  

Remember, your act of giving holds the power to 
transform lives, inspire hope, and create a ripple effect that 
will continue to shape our future. Let us come together this 
year because together, we can make a difference.

I’m just sayin’!

Jason Curry is the president of the Texas Baptist 
Home for Children. Contact him at 629 Farley St, 
Waxahachie, Texas 75165, 972-937-1321 or jcurry@
tbhc.org. For more information, visit www.tbhc.org.

Blackjack Baptist Church celebrated its 144th Homecoming 
Oct. 22. Dr. David Erickson, president of Jacksonville College 
and former pastor, was the guest preacher. Murray Smith, former 
music leader, led the music.

It was a special time to gather and remember those who have 
gone before us. Most importantly, it was a time to sing praises 
to our God and His Son, Jesus Christ, and worship as the Word 
was read and preached. The service was like a glimpse into what 
Heaven will be like when we are gathered to our Eternal Home.

A catered meal was served after the worship service 
along with favorite dishes and desserts brought by 
guests  and ladies of the church.  I t  was a blessed 
time of fellowship and reminiscing about family and 
friends. 

Blackjack Baptist Church will celebrate its 145th 
Homecoming next year Oct. 27, 2024.

David Jimerson is the pastor and we are located at 
18214 State Highway 110, Troup, Texas 75789.

Blackjack, Troup has 144th Homecoming

An expression of everlasting love
Many of our friends choose to honor or remember a 
family member, a friend, or an associate with a gift for 
the children of the Baptist Home. Texas Baptist Home for 
Children, in turn, notifies the appropriate person. Listed 
in capital letters are those honored or remembered from 
Sept. 1-30, 2023.

ENDOWMENTS
E. ANN PACE: Martha & Karl Pace 
MYRA STOKES: Bill Stokes

HONORARIUMS
EDD BIRDWELL: Patricia Tarpley
MICHAEL TARPLEY: Patricia Tarpley

MEMORIALS
AGNES JONES: Clarence Thompson
BILL DEAN: Charles and Charlotte Johnson
C.L. HAMILTON & PAIRLEE HAMILTON: Fay Baker 
DOROTHY SEXTON: Thomas Jeter
EDDIE BYRD: Darinda Medcalf
JESSE NAVARRO: Carolyn Navarro
LEE & VIRGIE BROWN: Barbara Brown
LOVITA OUIMET: James Ouimet
LULU & BUDDY HAZELL: Cheryl Briscoe 
REV W.F. & DORIS DILL: Barbara Brown

An expression of everlasting love
Many of our friends choose to honor or remember a 
family member, a friend, or an associate with a gift for 
the children of the Baptist Home. Texas Baptist Home for 
Children, in turn, notifies the appropriate person. Listed 
in capital letters are those honored or remembered from 
Oct. 1-31, 2023.

ENDOWMENTS
E. ANN PACE: Martha & Karl Pace 
MYRA STOKES: Bill Stokes

HONORARIUMS
JACKIE & SANDY YATES: Donna & David Flanagan
CHARLES & CHARLOTTE JOHNSON: Larry & Rolanda 
Barton
DR. DAVID JOHNS: Charles & Charlotte Johnson
MR. MIKE MARTIN: Charles & Charlotte Johnson

MEMORIALS
BILLIE JOE DEAN: Jed & Glenice Whitaker
BUDDY & LULU HAZELL: Cheryl Briscoe 
CHARLIE WATTS: Jed & Glenice Whitaker
CHARLOTTE TURNER: Jorge & Wanda Munoz
DOROTHY SEXTON: Thomas Jeter
ISABELLA ROBERSON: Andy & Nell McCuistion
JAMES GILES: Timothy Daniels; Rod Bennett; Marsha 
Foster
JERRY EFURD: Sue & Marvin Efurd
JUDY TABOR HOLLEMAN: Jed & Glenice Whitaker 
RICHARD DALE DAVIS: Temple Baptist Church, Mexia
SHARON SMITH: Jed & Glenice Whitaker
SUE MIMS: Temple Baptist Church, Mexia
VICKI EFURD: Sue & Marvin Efurd
WILTON: L. C. & Jennetta Whitehead
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Editor’s note: Following is the complete report given by Dr. 
David Erickson to messengers of BMA churches at the 2023 BMA 
of Texas Meeting in Rowlett.

I considered how best to report to you. I wanted to make a video 
that would introduce some of our students to you. But this didn’t 
seem like a moment for a slickly produced video. Instead, I simply 
want to speak to you from my heart.

“Love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your heart, 
with all your soul, with all your strength, and with all your mind; 
and Love your neighbor as yourself.”

Teaching this is the core mission of Jacksonville College.
Three things Jacksonville College does very well are the 

following:
1. Jacksonville College provides an excellent foundation for 

a wide variety of careers from a Christian perspective.
We teach about God’s world from the perspective of 
God’s Word. For generations, ambitious for our children 
to have what the world calls success, we have willingly 
sent our children to be educated at centers of anti-Christian 
intellectualism, knowing that they might wander from the 
faith, but hoping they would eventually return to the church. 
Yet with each generation fewer and fewer find their way 
back to the faith. Now the largest religious group in America 
is those who claim no faith at all. At what point do we 
recognize that our children’s souls are worth more than the 
promise of worldly riches and send them to be educated at 
schools where nurturing their spiritual life is just as valued as 
intellectual rigor and career preparation?

2. Jacksonville College provides a Christian education at 
an affordable price. Have you priced Christian colleges 
recently? You’d be fortunate to find one that charges less 
than $30,000 in tuition per year. More and more, Christian 
education is only possible for the wealthy or those willing to 
take on tremendous amounts of debt. But Christianity is not 
just for the wealthy and we cannot build future generations 
who will lead and serve in our churches only among those 
who graduate with such crippling debt that they cannot 
survive on what churches can afford to pay. Jacksonville 
College provides a solid Christian education for little more 
than the cost of Pell grants and grants provided by the state 
of Texas. We do that because we want kids from all kinds of 
economic and social backgrounds to benefit from a Christian 
education.

3. Jacksonville College provides a close-knit community 
where students are known, valued, and encouraged to 
reach their maximum potential. While a small community 
is helpful to students of all backgrounds, it is especially 
beneficial to those who are the first in their family to attend 
college. These first-generation college students can’t rely on 
the experience of other family members to help guide them 
through the challenges and stresses that inevitably occur 
during these formative years. But at a small college the 
faculty and staff are intensely engaged with our students and 
walk with them on the path to adulthood.

Jacksonville College is also financially challenged. This is not a 
new problem. This year will almost certainly be the largest deficit 
the college has ever run. We anticipate that it will take us at least 
another year to return to profitability. What is driving our deficit?

1. Loss of Southern Baptists of Texas Convention (SBTC) 

support. The SBTC provided half of the donations that 
came into Jacksonville College. The abrupt ending of this 
support has been costly this year and the SBTC has gone 
about it in ways that have caused maximum financial 
damage to the college. I would love to tell you that this was a 
mutual parting of the ways as ministry priorities shifted, but 
actions speak louder than words.

2. Lack of fiscal discipline. It is easy for institutions to become
bloated. To keep programs and personnel that are no longer 
effective or contribute to the mission. To not have checks 
on spending with real teeth. It’s easier to put everything 
on the credit card and hope you can pay it off at the end 
of the month than it is to live within a real budget. Lack of 
discipline is particularly visible in our cafeteria. A fateful 
decision to outsource cafeteria operations has caused it to 
balloon from a $400,000 per year expense to a $700,000 
per year expense and has locked us into a contract that we 
must now buy our way out of. But it is still cheaper to pay 
off this contract and resume operating our cafeteria than it 
is to continue with the contract. This one item is hundreds 
of thousands of unnecessary expenses that could have been 
avoided with fiscal discipline.

3. Failure to plan for the end of COVID money. You simply 
cannot build an ongoing budget from extraordinary financial 
events. And when income fails to meet expectations, we 
must begin trimming expenses immediately.

4. A low margin business model. Being a junior college 
limits the financial opportunities of Jacksonville College. 
If we charge like many Christian colleges do, we price 
ourselves out of the market.  If we charge like tax-supported 
community colleges do, we spend more educating them than 
we bring in. The Christian junior college is stuck between 
Scylla and Charybdis. It’s not that we can’t successfully 
navigate these challenges, but there is little margin for error.

HOW ARE WE RESPONDING?
1. A strong and engaged Board. Change starts from the 

top. If you elect those nominated, our board that already 
includes a real estate broker, an attorney, a retired principal, 
an education professor, and several with decades of ministry 
experience, will soon include a retired superintendent of 
Jacksonville ISD, a former college admissions director, a 
bookkeeper with years of experience in higher education 
financing, and a retired CPA who had the misfortune of 
being on another college’s board when it went bankrupt and 
closed. I have sought trustees with varied expertise that can 
contribute to the future of the college. At the same time, the 
board has also adopted clarifying language in our charter 
that makes clear that their job is to represent the interests of 
you, the churches. There is more work to do as a board to 
create structures of accountability, that will ensure what has 
happened financially can never happen again. For myself, I 
welcome accountability. I believe that every one of us thrives 
within boundaries of responsibility and accountability.

2. Cutting expenses. When I arrived, the college was spending 
according to a budget that we did not have the income to 
sustain. In the three months since then, we have reduced 
expenditures by $272,000 below budget. This is only a start, 
but it is moving the needle in the right direction. There are 
deeper cuts to come, but they will take time to implement.

3. Redirect our focus. Fundamentally the college must 
answer one question—are we an athletic league or are 
we an educational institution? We must train not just the 
body, but the mind and the soul as well. Bluntly, I have 
considered abandoning athletics altogether, but this would 
almost certainly trigger the immediate closure of the school. 
So, moving forward our emphasis and our energy will be 
on educating the mind and nurturing the soul until athletics 
returns to its proper place at Jacksonville College. For that 
to happen, we must invest in things that will change the 
composition of our student body. We are currently hiring a 
recruiter, who will be recruiting, non-athletic students both 
in the Jacksonville area, and from our churches. In January 
we are starting a Biblical Studies program, designed to train 
the emerging leaders in your church, while they continue to 
serve in your church, through hybrid classes that combine 
online learning with periodic in person teaching. Part of 
redirecting, our focus is our capital campaign to restore the 
heart of Jacksonville College. The fact that we have a gym, 
practice fields, and dormitories, but no chapel tells a story 
of misplaced priorities. The spiritual life of our students 
and our campus community must be of the highest priority. 
Renewing and refurbishing our chapel is a first visible step 
of our renewed focus on the things that truly matter.

4. Seeking new educational opportunities. I have not been 
shy about my desire to see vocational training opportunities 
started at Jacksonville College. I believe this is good, not just 
for the college’s bottom line, but more importantly, positions 
us to prepare future generations of bivocational pastors, who 
can serve in churches, regardless of the church’s ability to 
pay them a living wage.

Brothers and sisters, I will not be able to do any of that without 
you. As I have assumed these duties, many people have encouraged 
me. They have told me that they now believe Jacksonville College 
is in good hands. That they no longer have any worries about the 
future of the college. But let me be clear, if you are expecting me 
to carry Jacksonville College forward to success without your 
help you can expect me to fail. I cannot save Jacksonville College 
without you.

Newly elected president of Jacksonville College 
shares transparent report with BMA church messengers
By DAVID ERICKSON, PhD

▲ Dr. David Erickson, Jacksonville College President

JACKSONVILLE COLLEGE continued on p. 6
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guarantee more input regarding the college’s business affairs. 
Finally, the Coordinating Committee proposed changes to the 
BMA of Texas Constitution and Bylaws that reduced the number 
of members of the committee and reworded certain sections of 
the bylaws to protect the association from possible legal action as 
well as ensure that trustees elected by the association  govern the 
affairs of each department. Proposed wording clearly stated that 
the Coordinating Committee has no governing authority over any 
department of the BMA of Texas. All proposed amendments were 
approved.

DEPARTMENT REPORTS AND
RECOMMENDATIONS 

Reports from each department were spread throughout the 
meeting instead of lumped together in the last session as in 
previous years. Doing so allowed the ministries of each department 
to be spotlighted in their own time slot. All recommendations 
and proposed budgets published in the October issue of Baptist 
Progress were approved.

NOMINATING AND COORDINATING 
COMMITTEE ELECTIONS

Elected to serve on the Nominating Committee was Arnulfo 
Maldonado, pastor of Victoria en Cristo, Spring. Elected to 
serve on the Coordinating Committee were Chris Webb, pastor 

of New Harmony, Tyler; Richard Smith, pastor of Pathway, 
Waxahachie and Donny Sadler, pastor of Impact at Bethel, 
Dallas.

LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE
The 2023 Leadership Conference, sponsored by BMA 

Texas Missions featured Brad and Sydney Holcomb. Brad 
serves as pastor of Redemption Hill, Fort Worth. More on the 
Leadership Conference may be found on page 3 of this issue. 

MISSIONARY COMMISSIONING SERVICE
The annual meeting ended with the BMA Texas Missions 

Missionary Commissioning Service. Led by Heith Mitchell, 
director of BMA Texas Missions, each new missionary spoke 
briefly and a commissioning prayer was offered on behalf 
of the missionaries. Elected as new state missionaries were 
Eudomario Valbuena, Lufkin; Kyle Cheatham, Jerrell; Ciro 
Gonzalez, Rice; Lisandro Barrueta, San Antonio; Shane Carter, 
Lamesa; Brad Cauley, Cedar Park; Jose Gil, The Woodlands.

2024 BMA OF TEXAS MEETING
The 124th Annual Session of the BMA of Texas will be held 

Nov. 18-19, 2024 in Jacksonville with portions of the meeting 
taking place at First, Jacksonville; Cornerstone, Jacksonville 
and possibly Jacksonville College.

BMA of Texas meets in Rowlett for 
123rd Annual Session Cont.

▲ Missionary Commissioning Service

The decisions about the future of Jacksonville College will not 
ultimately be made by me or the board of trustees. Those decisions 
will be made by you, by your churches, in your business meetings, 
where you decide whether Jacksonville College is worthy of your 
sacrificial support or not.

For all of us who have wondered if the BMA still had a college 
or if it might be stolen from us, we have a college. Jacksonville 
College belongs to the BMA and the BMA alone. Now the question 
is, will we keep our college? 

There are two numbers that I keep track of that indicate the 
health of Jacksonville College as it relates to the BMA of Texas. 
One is the churches willingness to support the college financially. 
Two is the students that are coming from BMA churches.

We are currently on track to have our worst giving year from 
BMA churches in a very, very long time. As of Oct. 31, BMA 
associations had donated $66,000 and BMA churches had donated 
$185,000. Unless something dramatically changes in the next two 
months, the BMA will donate less than $300,000 to Jacksonville 
College this year. As for students, we have a grand total of four 
students coming from BMA churches to study at Jacksonville 
College.

It is my goal to get those numbers to change. I am asking you to 
contribute at least $500,000 to Jacksonville College next year. That 
is more than we have ever received. It is also the minimum we need 
to keep our cashflow viable while we execute this transition. To be 
blunt with you, if you don’t intend to go home and ask your church 
to change its giving to Jacksonville College, I would prefer that you 
vote against our recommendations. I would rather us be honest with 
each other here in this room.

It may be that Jacksonville College in its current form has 
outlived its usefulness to our denomination. If that is so, it is time 
to call a spade a spade. If Jacksonville College is not useful and 
beneficial for the churches of this denomination, it is time to change 
it or let it die. If being a Christian accredited junior college does not 
fulfill the educational needs of the BMA, then it’s time to consider 
something radically different. If being a junior college is no longer 
helpful for our churches, then Jacksonville College needs to become 
a four-year college. If being accredited by a regional accreditor is 
no longer important to us then perhaps Jacksonville College should 
be accredited as a Bible college. If maintaining two separate BMA 
educational institutions in one town is no longer a good stewardship 
of the churches’ resources then maybe we should just have one 
educational institution in Jacksonville.

I am well aware that I may be the last president of Jacksonville 
College. I made my peace with that before I took the job. But there 
is something worse than Jacksonville College closing. That would 
be the college continuing as what I call a zombie institution—one 
that has no purpose other than to continue existing. A school that 
sucks up resources from the churches, and contributes nothing to 
the building of Christ’s kingdom. I have no intention of leading a 
zombie school.

At the college we will absolutely do our part to rebuild lost 
trust with our supporting churches and to recruit students from our 
churches. But if we cannot get our donations and BMA students to 
increase substantially, you can anticipate within the next two years 
I will be standing before you with a recommendation to close or 
merge Jacksonville College. We are in a time for choosing. We are 
about to decide whether or not we are going to have a college.

David Erickson is the president of Jacksonville 
College. Contact him at 105 B.J. Albritton Drive, 
Jacksonville, Texas 75766, 903-586-2518 or 
president@jacksonvillecollege.edu

Newly elected president of 
Jacksonville College shares 
transparent report with BMA 
church messengers cont.

The new Biblical Studies program starts at Jacksonville 
College in January. Registration is open now and students can 
apply at jacksonvillecollege.edu/biblicalstudies/.

This hybrid program is designed to help individuals take 
their ministry to the next level while staying engaged in 
ministry at their current church. Classes are primarily online 
and meet in-person one Saturday during the eight weeks of 
the class.

The cost is $630 per class. Individuals on staff or interning 
at a church receive a discount that makes it $500 per class. 
Thanks to the generosity of our donors, there are also some 
scholarship funds available for students. Churches are 
encouraged to consider investing in the future ministry of 
their church by assisting church members in paying for the 
classes.

The first class that starts in January is Biblical 

Interpretation. This class will cover topics like Bible 
translation, literary and historical contexts, approaches to 
reading the Bible, and discerning meaning and applications 
that are faithful to the text. The class will be taught by Dr. 
Aaron Gray, dean of students, chair of the Bible Department, 
and pastor of Midway Baptist Church in Palestine. 

Classes coming later in 2024 include Old Testament 
Survey, Discipleship, History of Christianity, and Introduction 
to Theology.

Registration open for Biblical Studies program
By DAVID ERICKSON, Ph.D.
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By HEITH MITCHELL

A word from your Missions O�ce

The BMA of Texas Meeting was such a blessing to me this 
year. I really enjoyed our theme and how everything came together 
around it. God was glorified. He was glorified in great messages and 
teaching, uplifting music, the missional activity we support together 
and the unity and fellowship we enjoyed.

I was blessed watching BMA family eat together, pray together, 
worship together and play games together. I like us. I am thankful 
for the unity we share in Christ Jesus. It reflects Jesus.

Crossroads Church was an amazing host for the meeting this 
year. They served us and made us feel at home. The beautiful 
breakfast display was almost too pretty to dig into. They and their 
facilities made us feel welcome and at home. Thank you, Jason 
Collins and Crossroads Church family.

The WMA wrapped up their project presenting over $20,000 
to Texas Missions to provide Bibles and resources to church 
planters. These ladies are amazing among us. They have a heart 
for the Lord and the Kingdom. The BMA is so blessed by their 
efforts. Ladies, we thank you!

Thank you, Ryan Burchett and the officer team for the good job 
you did. God is blessing the BMA of Texas. To God be the glory!

A word from your missionaries
BRAD HOLCOMB—
REDEMPTION HILL, FORT WORTH   
BRAD@REDEMPTIONHILLFW.ORG

“In fact, the more pressure I have in my life, the more I need to 
pray. I pray in the morning because my life is so pressured.”—Paul 
Miller, A Praying Life

Prayer Needs: Please pray for Sydney and me as we prepare 
to welcome our fourth child into the world! Sydney will be going 
into labor any day, Lord willing. Please pray the Lord sustains and 
strengthens Sydney and that her and the baby are healthy. Please 
also pray for the salvation of our kiddos. Love you, BMAT family.

ISAIAS MARTINEZ—CONROE MISSION  
ISAIASMJ1966@GMAIL.COM

Two years after we began missionary work in the city of Conroe, 
we are so grateful to the Lord and to the entire BMA family for 
allowing us to work for the Kingdom. Thank you to Northside, 
Conroe and Pastor Wes Pratt for being our friend and ally in this 
endeavor.

Prayer Needs:
Pray for our advancement in missionary work in Conroe.

RUDY VILLAREAL—
HOMETOWN CHURCH MISSION, HELOTES  
RVILLARREAL1@GMAIL.COM

We are reaching people and baptizing individuals. Pray that this 
momentum grows and the Lord brings many to us to be baptized.

Prayer Needs:
Pray that the Lord continues to open up doors for ministry for us.

SHANE CARTER—LAMESA MISSION 
STUMPOFNAVY@GMAIL.COM 

I am so pumped about what God is doing in my life and my 

family’s. God is moving in Lamesa. I can no longer say that Lamesa 
needs to repent and turn away from the evil one. What I say now 
is, “Who is going to proclaim to the lost that Jesus loves them and 
wants to save them?” Look, we have to tell them. We have to catch 
hold of this truth and obey God’s word. If we say we are Christians, 
we should not mirror the world. We should mirror Jesus and tell 
everyone.

Prayer Needs:
Please pray we are effective in reflecting Jesus.

KYLE CHEATHAM—GRACE CHURCH, JARRELL   
KYLE@GRACEJARRELL.COM

Thanks for the ongoing prayers and support as we continue to 
reach the Jarrell area. Watch out for these three pastoral temptations 
as noted by Alistair Begg:

The Temptation to Shine — To seek the limelight, enjoy 
admiration, & love our own voice.

The Temptation to Recline — To become lazy (beyond adequate 
rest).

The Temptation to Whine — To complain endlessly about the 
weight & troubles we endure.

Prayer Needs:
Please pray for our church to prioritize prayer together and that 

we seek to have gospel interactions during the week. Please pray for 
our family as our new baby arrives within the next few weeks, Pray 
for Jacklyn as she delivers, for Posey as she is born, and for me to 
truly be helpful in this home birth.

HAITAO HE—
FREE SALVATION BIBLE MISSION, CORPUS CHRISTI  
HAITAO.HE@BMATS.EDU

The world is under a lot of violence and it is hard to find peace 
with all this news. We see that as a calling for us to share the 
love and peace of Jesus Christ with people from other religious 
backgrounds.

Prayer Needs:
We have some Muslim people in our circle. We invited some 

of them for dinner in our house and had conversations about faith. 
Pray for us to continue to work with them and for the Holy Spirit 
to guide us.

BICHITRANANDA SATPATHY—
INTERNATIONAL BAPTIST MISSION, FORT WORTH 
BICHITRANANDA31@GMAIL.COM

Let us continue to focus on fulfilling the Great Commission 
Christ has given to the church no matter what comes our way.

Prayer Needs:
Please pray for God to bring individuals and families to our path 

and join us to further His kingdom. We are in need of a new or used 
(good condition) keyboard for our church service. We would be 
grateful if any church or individual would like to donate it to our 
church in Fort Worth.

TIM ALBA—THE BRIDGE MISSION, SEAGOVILLE  
TIMALBA1986@GMAIL.COM

I have been through a lot this month. I know that many deal 

with life’s challenges differently. Nobody is exempt from adversity. 
While no one is exempt from adversity, I do believe that those in 
ministry struggle more than others. There are circumstances that 
we cannot always circumvent. Every trial is a challenge that either 
grows or stunts you. Mainly every event puts faith to the test on 
whether our trust is in ourselves or God. 

While all believers share these same challenges, ministers see 
them more often than an average churchgoer. When we march on 
the devil’s ground to do God’s work, we often paint a target on our 
backs. When started healing and preaching, the devil wanted a word 
with Him. Jesus didn’t exercise His own strength but proclaimed the 
Word of God when tested by the devil. 

The same goes for us. When we face adversity, we must trust 
and implement the Word of God. We know that He is bigger than 
anything we face and our trials grow us. 

Remember that our adversity is only for a season, it’s’ temporary. 
God is eternal and knows exactly what we need, even when we 
can’t see it.

Prayer Needs:
Please continue to pray for our church and my wife. 

JAIME HENRIQUEZ—
FUENTE DE VIDA ETERNA MISSION, TOMBALL 
DAIRYJENY@YAHOO.COM

We give thanks and blessings to each of the churches in the 
BMA of Texas family. We are committed to taking the gospel to 
every creature in our community where God has called us. We are 
happy that one of the recent converts has finished his discipleship 
studies and two others are in the process at this time.

Prayer Needs:
That God will open doors for us to reach souls, baptize them, 

and disciple them.

OMAR PINA, SR.—
MISSIONS IN WAXAHACHIE/DALLAS / 
DUAL SUPPORT WITH BMA OF AMERICA
OMARPINA2005@GMAIL.COM

I feel extremely privileged to be part of this BMA of Texas team. 
I believe that God has chosen the best men and women to reach 
the goals we set for ourselves. It’s a team effort that God is going 
to reward.

Prayer Needs:
 Please pray for the following: 1) the formation of new leaders 

committed to God and His work, 2) wisdom in handling the 
different aspects of the new congregations, 3) wisdom in meeting 
the needs of the family, which comes first.

CHRIS DRIVER—
WEST TEXAS MULTIPLICATION NETWORK/
TEXAS MISSIONARY CARE 
CJDRIVER316@GMAIL.COM

Howdy from west Texas! What a great month we had here 
at Oasis! We saw our greatest levels of attendance and had an 
amazing organization service! What a blessing to have BMA Texas 

BMA TX MISSIONS continued on p. 15
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Texas WMA: Happy New Year

If you are thinking it 
isn’t New Year yet, you are 
correct, but we have begun 
our new WMA year. We had 
a great meeting at Crossroads, 
Rowlett. There was a sweet 
spirit of unity in the meeting 
and the hospitality extended 
by the church was wonderful.

Before I tell you about the 
meeting, let me tell you about 
myself. My name is Cindy 
Allen, and I am the new (well, kind of new) Texas WMA president. 
It has been my privilege to serve you wonderful ladies before and it 
is an honor to once again serve in this capacity. My family attends 
Cornerstone, Jacksonville. I am a retired teacher/librarian, and 
I have the most supportive husband, Greg. We have two grown 
sons. They have attended as many WMA meetings as many of you 
have. Kyle (our oldest) is an Ag teacher, and Colton is a firefighter 
(following in his dad’s footsteps). 

If there is anything I, or any officer, can do for you or your 
group, please reach out to us. My contact information is at the 
bottom of this page. Again, thank you for the opportunity to serve 
with you. May God richly bless our efforts for His kingdom.

Now back to the meeting. On Monday afternoon, two breakout 
sessions were presented by the Texas WMA. Diana Morris led a 
session on fellowship and hospitality that was enjoyed by several 
ladies. Charlotte Johnson led a round table discussion for pastors’ 
wives. These ladies enjoyed the time of sharing. Our WMA 

meeting theme was “Taste and See that the Lord is Good.” And we 
sure did see His goodness! Sixty-six ladies were in attendance with 
35 churches represented.

We not only reached our project goal this year for BMA 
Texas Missions but we went over. Our total given was $21,958. 
Of that money, a little over $20,000 went to the missions efforts. 
Heith Mitchell, BMA Texas Missions director, told us, with 
much excitement, about the Bibles they were able to purchase for 
distribution as well as material to help the church planters as they 
work in their fields. Ten percent of the project goes to the youth 
fund and to the general fund. Thanks to everyone who helped reach 
our project goal.

We voted for our new project to be the air conditioning system 
in Buckner Chapel at Jacksonville College. Dr. David Erickson, 
president of Jacksonville College, explained to us the need to 
restore the chapel and the expense it would involve. Our project 
promoter set the goal at $25,000. This seems like a large amount 
but it is just a fraction of the much-needed funds. Please be in 
prayer for Dr. Erickson, the board and the staff of Jacksonville 
College as they have a huge task ahead of them. But as I watched 
people in our meeting and the general assembly respond to Dr. 
Erickson’s reports, I think God is already working in the hearts of 
His people. Remember, we serve the God who can do abundantly 
more than we can ask or think. As Tammy Wood challenged us, 
“If our dream is not bigger than we are, we need to dream bigger.”

We had two great speakers. Paige West spoke to us about 
David’s life. He trusted God and God saw him through many 
things. Tammy Wood shared with us concerning prayer and its 
importance and power. Lindsie Burchett did a great job of leading 

By CINDY ALLEN
Texas WMA President

▲ Texas WMA Meeting

us in worship. During our business meeting, a new slate of officers 
was elected. 

These ladies are excited about the new year and already have 
some great plans in the works. The theme for our new year is 
“Broken Crayons Still Color” based on Psalm 174:3, “He healeth 
the broken in heart, and bindeth up their wounds.” We already have 
a date and place for our retreat this year. Please make plans now to 
attend this great meeting in Conroe July 19-20.

Our Sunbeams and GMAs shared information about their 
year. These auxiliaries are so wonderful and give our kids a 
great foundation in the Bible and the BMA. If your church has 
an interest in either of these programs, please reach out to their 
promoters (their information is on the WMA website). I would 
invite you to visit the Texas WMA webpage, texaswma.com. It is 
full of information and resources. Also, like us on Facebook, Texas 
WMA. Both will keep you up to date with our latest information. 

Again, please reach out to any officer that can be of assistance 
to you. We love you ladies and pray God’s blessings on you as you 
serve Him. I can be contacted at 903-570-0066 or cindylynn90@
gmail.com.

TEXAS STATE WMA MEETING
The State WMA meeting convened in the youth room of 

Crossroads, Rowlett Nov. 7. President Kristi Key welcomed 
everyone and called the meeting to order. Cindy Allen read Psalm 
40:1-5 and then opened in prayer. Charlotte Johnson led the group 
in our motto. At that time, Lindsie Burchett led the ladies in singing 
our theme song, “Called,” with Johnnie Ross at the keyboard. 

After Krystal Collins, the host church pastor’s wife, welcomed 
everyone, President Key recognized various special guests: 
missionaries, department heads, national officers and former state 
and national presidents. At this time, several door prizes were 
given. Then Claudie Thompson led in prayer. 

While the group sang “How Great Thou Art,” an offering of 
$581.10 was collected for the general fund. With no petitionary 
letters, President Key called the business meeting to order. After 
a motion and second the 2022 minutes were approved as printed. 
The treasurer’s report was also approved as printed after a motion 
and second.

Johnnie Ross then read the recommendations with the changes 
in #6 and #13: 

#6: we have 2 yearly retreats and request invitations from 
churches willing to host those events. 

#13: the president will either serve or appoint someone to 
represent the WMA on the coordinating committee of the BMA 
of Texas. 

Cindy Allen addressed #14 and recommended to give $2,000 
to Darla and Maddie Gardner’s church fund to aid in the work 
they are conducting in Vietnam with Rose Ng. Motion and second 
passed to accept the recommendations. 

Three project nominations were announced. Dr. Erickson 
spoke to the Jacksonville College choice, Tammy Wood presented 
the Ukraine needs and finally, Alicia Johnson talked about the 
nomination for the nutritional needs in Vietnam with Rose Ng. 
After prayer and voting, President Key announced that Jacksonville 
College would be the new project for 2023-24. 

With everyone looking at the officer nominations on page 13 
of our booklet, a motion and second was made to accept these as 
nominations. It passed. With no other nominations from the floor, 

▲ Texas WMA O§cers HAPPY NEW YEAR continued on p. 15

▲ Paige West
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Last month, 43 people gathered in a beautiful little 
building on the edge of the South Plains College campus 
to celebrate the organization of Oasis Church. The last 
two years have been a whirlwind of victories and blessing 
and clarified vision as God has been saving, gathering 
and growing people from Levelland and its surrounding 
communities to form Oasis Church.  

Oasis is a community of people of all ages and all 
backgrounds, but only a few of those backgrounds have 
much “church” in them. Most of the people gathered in 
this room to celebrate the life God has breathed into Oasis 
Church are brand new believers or had been far from 
God and out of church for much or most of their lives 
before becoming part of this emerging church. But one 
conversation with any of them will reveal a deep love for 
Jesus and the church He is building here at Oasis.

To tell you the truth, the fact that there is so much new 
and growing life in this little building is quite amazing.  
You would almost never realize that there’s even a church 
meeting in this building as you drive up to it.  The only 
signage is a small sticker on the glass door leading into 
the building. When you walk in, there is much of the 
same. The set up of the room is different. The decorations 
are minimal. The service is simple. The people are 
unassuming. But amidst all the simplicity one thing stands 
out…the love of Christ is BIG in this simple little place!  
God is doing something special here at Oasis.

The journey to this moment of celebration actually 
began seven years ago when God birthed a vision for west 
Texas in the heart of Chris Driver. During the spring of 
2016, Chris and his wife, Jamie, had spent months and 
months in prayer, wrestling with a call to leave everything 
behind and go to the mission field. After several trips 
to visit friends on the field in South America, they had 
surrendered to be support missionaries in the mountains 
of Cuenca, Ecuador. But a trip home to west Texas would 
change everything about their call to missions.

“We’re not going to Ecuador. We’re going home to 
west Texas.” Chris spoke those words to Jamie through 
tears of brokenness like the ones Nehemiah shed for 
Jerusalem. The pain that had burdened Nehemiah to go 
home to Jerusalem to rebuild its walls is the same pain 
that overwhelmed Chris as he sat at the front of the 
funeral home chapel waiting to preach his aunt’s funeral 
and looked out at the lostness of so many of the men and 
women who had loved him and cared for him and invested 
in him growing up in a tiny town in west Texas. It is a 
painful thing to realize the home you love so much is far 
from God and far from where He longs for it to be. And 
like so many men before him who have felt that pain, he 
knew it was a pain he could not ignore. 

Chris’ “Nehemiah moment” had brought clarity to his 
life’s call. Ephesians 2:10 promises that God has prepared 
a purpose for every believer to walk in…Chris now knew 
what his was.  

During the drive back across Texas, God birthed a 
dream in Chris’s heart to reach the tiny towns of west 
Texas with the gospel. This was the good work God had 
been preparing Chris to walk in his whole life. But just 
because you know God’s call on your life does not mean 
that it will be easy follow. It sure has not been for Chris 

and his family. The first five years of this missionary 
journey was full of heartbreak, difficulty, frustration and 
disappointing setbacks.  But God faithfully used every 
hardship to strengthen Chris’ commitment to his call to 
west Texas and to clarify the vision for how to see God 
accomplish it.  

And Oasis is the first step. “We’re here to celebrate a 
mile marker in the life of your church,” Heith Mitchell, 
director of BMA Texas Missions said to the people of 
Oasis. “This isn’t a finish line of any kind. This is really 
just the beginning in so many ways.”  

What Mitchell was referring to is the greater vision 
for west Texas he has heard from Chris so many times 
throughout their years together at the BMA Texas Missions 
office. He knows as well as anyone that Oasis is designed 
to be a launching pad for many more church plants up 
and down the roads of west Texas. That greater vision has 
always been about teaching people to reach people who 
are far from God.  

Chris explains it this way, “This has never been and 
hopefully never will be about planting churches that 
will merely get transfer growth. We don’t want to plant 
churches that will just be a ‘new thing’ people leave their 
old churches to “try out”. We set out to reach out and 
connect with people who aren’t going to church for one 
reason or another. So, we’re training and expecting our 
people to do just that by starting with people they already 
know and have relationships with that may be lost or far 
from God. We call it ‘oikos’ evangelism where we reach 
the people in our ‘household’ or ‘sphere of influence.’ And 
that’s exactly what God has done here at Oasis. Now the 
goal will ultimately be to reach people in these other towns 
that will do the same thing there that we are doing here at 
Oasis. It’s slower but it’s truly been life changing.”

Anyone can see that 43 people in a little building is 
a long way from the dream God birthed in Chris’s heart 
to reach all  west Texas. But these 43 people spent the 
morning hearing from John Curry and his wife Paula from 
O’Quinn, Pollok and how they believe in them and what 
God is doing all the way out here in west Texas and how 
they have supported the remodel efforts here and have 
prayed for them and are looking forward to partnering with 
them next summer by bringing a mission team.  

These 43 people spent the morning being personally 
introduced to the greater BMA life by Mitchell as he 
helped them see just how connected they are to something 
bigger that God is doing all over the state of Texas and 
around the world. 

These 43 people spent the morning being encouraged 
by Todd and Paige West as Todd preached an encouraging 
and challenging message from the book of Nehemiah and 
helping the people of Oasis see their journey in light of 
God’s Word. 

And these 43 people left knowing God’s faithfulness 
and call and being reminded that this isn’t the end of the 
journey…it’s just the first step. 

Please pray for Chris, Jamie, Zakary and Riley as they 
continue to chase God’s vision for west Texas. And please 
pray for the 43 people currently meeting in Levelland 
as they continue to truly live out what it means to be an 
‘Oasis’ in the desert of west Texas.

By BAPTIST PROGRESS STAFF

An Oasis in the Desert

▲ Oasis Church celebrates the beginning of a vision to reach 
west Texas for Jesus

▲ The Chris Driver Family

▲ Oasis Church
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The Jerry Kidd Missions Offering is Sunday, Feb. 
25. Mark your calendars and join us in celebrating 
World Missions Day and giving to BMA Global as 
together we pursue God’s work around the world.

God has blessed BMA Global. Today we have over 
400 missionaries working in 65 countries and we are 
currently starting 400 new churches. As we continue to 
grow, we must think forward about the future funding 
of our worldwide church planting ministry. 

So join us for our annual world missions emphasis 
campaign that celebrates God’s global mission by 
registering your church at bmaglobal.org to order 
promotional materials and receive a free pastor polo. 
Then on Feb. 25, 2024 join with other BMA churches 
in celebrating what God is doing around the world, 
praying for missionaries, and giving generously!

We value your partnership and pray that you will 
lead your church in giving toward the Jerry Kidd 
Missions Offering.

World Missions Day: Sunday, February 25, 2024

After a couple of weeks rest, The Master’s Builders loaded 
up and headed to Brookeland, Texas to work with Pastor Jerry 
Gilbert at Brookeland Missionary Baptist Church. Work began 
Oct. 9, with seven men and five women from the Master’s 
Builders.  This was job #185 for the Master’s Builders. 
Brookeland is a small community between Sam Rayburn 
Reservoir in Texas and Black Bayou in Louisiana. 

The builders were called to help build rooms in a 5,000 
square foot, metal sided, multi-purpose building on the church 
grounds. Six campers were set up on the church grounds with 
one builder, with Bobby Samuels opting to set up a tent at the 
camp site. With the beautiful fall weather, he certainly enjoyed 
his time outdoors.

Since the early 1980’s, the Brookeland Baptist Church family 
has been praying about the construction of this building and the 
vision to help reach the Brookeland community for Christ from 
within its walls. They came together to raise the needed funds 
and God answered so many prayers along the way. The building 
has a 25 x 30 room upstairs designated for meetings for all ages.

Included upstairs is a small apartment for visiting evangelists, 
church speakers or even displaced families. Downstairs, they 
have space for student and children’s ministries, a small kitchen, 
storage and restrooms. The main area of the building is large 
enough for sports activities and larger gatherings of all kinds.  

The Master’s Builders enjoyed getting to know Pastor 
Jerry Gilbert and his wife, Tammy, along with many of the 
Brookeland church families. Several meals and a few of the 
gatherings were held in the parsonage for some added blessings. 
What a wonderful opportunity to fellowship with many of the 
church families. Each day the ladies met for Bible study and 
prayers with some of the women from the church. What a 
blessing it is to be able to pray with, and for, each other.

While the The Master’s Builders were beginning to build 
the walls in the new building, Bro. Jerry, many of the church 
members and folks in the community were finishing up a total 

remodel of both the fellowship hall and the sanctuary in the 
church building. The work began two years ago and is in the 
final stages with prayers to possibly be completed by Christmas. 
This was a much-needed update to the building and most of 
the work was done with labor from within the church family. 
Also, an update to the parsonage was recently completed by the 
church body.  

As we all labored in this work, we were each reminded 
of the words from 1 Corinthians 3:6-7, “I planted, Apollos 
watered, but God gave the increase. So then neither he who 
plants is anything, nor he who waters, but God who gives 
the increase.”  Praise God for the promise of increase!

The Builders would like to thank the Brookeland church 
family for all the good food, sweet fellowship, help with 
the building needs and for the opportunity to serve them. 
A special thank you to each of the church members who 
helped with the construction on the building, as well as the 
community members who came to lend a hand or just to 
check out what we were doing.  Throughout the community 
folks were interested in hearing about the work. Special 
thanks to all the church members who made sure we ate 
well, had plenty of ice and shared some of the “labor of 
their hands” from their small community farms.

Please pray for this church family and all churches as 
they endeavor to make disciples and spread the gospel. 
We also ask you to pray for God to send workers for The 
Master’s Builders group to come along side us as we 
continue to work for His Glory. I encourage each of you to 
“Follow” and “Like” us on Facebook.  You can see what 
we do each day and pray for us. Just type in “The Master’s 
Builders” on Facebook (the one with the arbor logo) and 
follow us.

If you have questions about this ministry, please contact 
Mike Green at 972-935-3877, David Axe at 903-918-0729 
or Eddie Sikes at 479-462-1675.

By ROSE BITTNER
The Master’s Builders Reporter

The Master’s Builders work in Brookeland



November 2023 | 15

150TH ANNIVERSARY
DATE: Nov. 17-19, 2023
PLACE: First Baptist Church, Palmer, Texas

CELEBRATION ADULT CONFERENCE
DATE: Nov. 28-30, 2023
PLACE: The Chateau on the Lake, Branson, Missouri

2024
BMA OF AMERICA ANNUAL MEETING
DATE: Apr. 16-18, 2024
PLACE: The Chateau on the Lake, Branson, Missouri

SOAR
DATE: July 3-5, 2024
PLACE: Loews Arlington Hotel, Arlington, Texas

CELEBRATION ADULT CONFERENCE
DATE: November 12-14, 2024
PLACE: Chateau on the Lake, Branson, Missouri

BMA OF TEXAS ANNUAL MEETING
DATE: Nov. 18-19, 2024
PLACE: Jacksonville, Texas

JOSHUA PRICE is the new pastor of Sand Prairie, Normangee.

AVAILABLE MINISTRY POSITIONS
CHILDREN'S DIRECTOR–New Harmony, Tyler is seeking a full-
time children’s director. We want the person God is calling to this 
position who will lead the children to a close and lasting relationship 
with Jesus. This position will be available January 2024. Send your 
resume and additional information to New Harmony, Tyler, Attention: 
Don Walters, 10251 FM 724, Tyler, Texas 75704. TFN

PASTOR–Lakeridge, Lubbock is seeking a full-time, biblically qualified 
pastor. Send resume or inquiries to pastorsearchcommittee@
mylakeridgebaptist.org. TFN

MUSIC MINISTER–Henderson, Perry, Georgia is seeking a 
man with high view of God who has a passion for leading the 
church in reverent and doctrinally sound worship. This is a 
full-time position. Please email Matt Loafman with a resume at 
matt.hendersonbaptist@gmail.com. 2/24

YOUTH PASTOR–New Hope, Mineola is looking for a bivocational 
youth pastor. Send resume to mizem0608@gmail.com or call Pastor 
Michael B. Mize at -903-705-5804. 11/23

YOUTH/MUSIC—Eighth Avenue, Teague is seeking a youth minister 
or combination music and youth minister. This is a full-time position. 
This person will have a heart for youth and will be involved in the 
community and school activities of the youth. Send resume to 
pastorroy@yahoo.com. 11/23

PASTOR—Fifth Street, Levelland is seeking a full-time biblically 
qualified pastor to shepherd our church. We have ongoing ministries 
that include Baptist Student Ministries, a food pantry and various 
other classes and groups. Send a resume to Joy, our church 
secretary, at fsbc.secretary@yahoo.com or to the church at P. O. Box 
1212, Levelland, Texas 79336.

PASTOR—New Hope, St. Elmo (located in a growing lake community 
on Richland Chambers Lake) is seeking a full-time pastor who is 
a good communicator, must have a shepherd’s heart, a vision for 
how to grow a church and a warm friendly and approachable style. 
Seminary degree/training and prior pastor/church sta§ experience is 
preferred. We are a BMA church founded in 1872, with no debt and 
a strong financial position. Send resume to P.O. Box 215, Streetman, 
Texas 75859 or newhopebaptistchurch@windstream.net. 11/23

YOUTH/STUDENT MINISTRY—Afton Grove, Jacksonville is seeking 
a biblically qualified candidate. This is a bivocational position. We 
are looking for a minister with a heart for God, a heart for students 
and who is ready to plunge into the work. The candidate will love 
the Lord and love and lead our students in a growing relationship 
with Jesus. Please send your resume to Eddie Richardson at 
fasteddie999elr@gmail.m. TFN

a motion and second to elect these officers for the coming year 
passed. We approved a motion and second to accept Elizabeth 
Midkiff’s resignation from the nominating committee with a 
replacement of Jeannie Walker. 

Belinda Caudle was elected from the floor for the 2026 term 
on the advisory council. Brothers Leon Ross, Ryan Burchett and 
Charles Johnson to the advisory council. Jeannie Walker presented 
project certificates to groups giving over $250 this year. Red 
Springs, Tyler gave the most with an offering of $5,000. She prayed 
before the last project offering of $862 was taken. An additional 
$900 was given, while we sang “Great Is Thy Faithfulness.” 

Later the finance committee gave their final report for the 
project as $21,958 with $20,427.45 going to the Texas Missions 
department for Bibles and other study aids in various languages. 
Heith Mitchell thanked Texas WMA for making the Missions 
Department the project for the past year. The monies raised will 
purchase Bibles in the language needed, as well as pastor resources 
and a permanent resource library for the missionaries use. Heath 
mentioned he had forty cases of bibles at the meeting for the 
missionaries. 

Vera Koonce gave a report on the Sunbeams. Although they 
were unable to have their house party this year, they plan to use 
the same theme for next year. For their project, $1,165 was raised. 
Hayley Rasco told about the change in name from a GMA house 
party to Texas Girls’ Retreat, open to all girls in 4th through 12th 
grades. They surpassed their project goal and sent $1,924 to 
Morgan Grace Fellowship in Utah. 

President Key announced the following committees:
Registration: Alicia Johnson, Glenda Chamberlain and Debbie 

Edmondson 
Petitionary letters: Berenda Mewborn, Ava Pool and Claudie 

Thompson 
Finance: Jo Strong, Charlotte Johnson and Carolyn Cook 

Resolutions: Johnnie Ross, Melissa Hailey and Jane Jones
The registration committee reported 42 messengers with 19 

visitors, for a total of 61. A total of 35 churches were present. 
Johnnie Ross read the resolutions on page 20. After a motion and 
second, they were accepted as printed. Kristi Key prayed a prayer 
of commitment. Lindsie Burchett led several songs of praise before 
Diana Morris introduced guest speaker, Paige West. Mrs. West 
talked to us about David from 1 Samuel 16:7; 17:31-50; and Psalm 
34:1-22. 

Since it was still early, we proceeded to the installation of 
officers. Charlotte Johnson used Psalm 147:3 introducing next 
year’s theme of “Broken Crayons Still Color.” She gave each 
officer a kitchen towel with the theme on it. The new project 
promoter, Vonda Grun read Mark 11:24 and then challenged us to 
raise $25,000 for Jacksonville College. She prayed over the new 
project and blessed lunch. We were served sandwiches and wraps 
from Jason’s Deli. 

After lunch, Kristi prayed and then read Proverbs 27:9 and 1 
Thessalonians 5:11 before turning the gavel over to Cindy Allen, 
who presided over the remainder of the meeting. Tammy Wood was 
our afternoon speaker. She used several scriptures: 1 Samuel 12:23; 
James 5:16; 1 Timothy 2:1; and Colossians 1:9-11 reminding us to 
seek and do God’s will always. In order to do that we must increase 
in the knowledge of God and experience His power. But most of all 
we need to be patient and wait on Him. Lindsie Burchett blessed 
us with a special, “Come to the Table.” David Kizer led in the final 
prayer before dismissing the WMA meeting. 

Jackie Ricks
Glenda Chamberlain
Recording secretaries

Happy New Year cont.

Heith Mitchell is the director of BMA of Texas Missions. 
Contact him at P.O. Box 73, Waxahachie, Texas 75168, 
972-923-0757 or hmitchell@bmatexas.org. For more 
information, visit www.bmatexasmissions.org.

Missions Director Heith Mitchell come and share BMA life with 
our people. Bro. Todd West and his lovely bride, Paige, came and 
shared a word of encouragement with us from God’s Word and 
challenged us as we continue to move forward. 

One of our most supportive and loving partner churches, 
O’Quinn Pollok sent Bro. John Curry and his lovely bride, Paula, 
to come and encourage us and love on us. To say our people were 
blessed is actually a tremendous understatement.

We are pumped and ready for the holidays and looking 
forward to what God is going to do next year here at Oasis. As 
always, thank you so much for all your support that allows us to 
be a part of what God is doing all the way over here in west Texas! 
We are blessed beyond measure to be part of the BMA of Texas!

Prayer Needs:
Please pray for open doors for the gospel, new contacts and 

potential inroads to South Plains College, Thanksgiving at Oasis 
outreach for college students in the South Plains College dorms 
and provision of an outdoor storage shed so we can finish the 
renovations to the building.

BMA Texas Missions Cont.



16 | November 2023




