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FOSTER CARE AWARENESS

By Dr. John David Smith
President
bmaglobal.org

The Unseen Realities of Suffering and 
Sacrifice on the Mission Field

Welcome to a series of articles exploring the often-unseen realities of life 
on the mission field. Inherent difficulties and expectations of suffering 
are always intertwined with the call to global mission. We will draw 
insights from scripture and the experiences of those who have lived the 

reality of suffering on the mission field. 
The concept of suffering as a normal part of the Christian life, and particularly in the 

context of mission, is a recurring theme throughout scripture. The apostle Peter addresses 
believers as “foreigners” facing trials, reminding them that even amidst suffering, there is 
“wonderful joy ahead” and that these trials serve to prove the genuineness of their faith, 
which is more precious than gold. He emphasizes that suffering for doing good is pleasing 
to God, echoing the example of Christ who suffered for us, leaving us a pattern to follow. 
This perspective reframes suffering not merely as an unfortunate circumstance, but as a 
potential pathway to deeper faith and partnership with Christ in His suffering.

Jesus himself spoke of the necessity of death for new life, comparing it to a kernel 
of wheat that must die to produce a harvest. He also stated that those who cling to their 
earthly lives will lose them, while those who lose their lives for His sake will save them. 
This demands a complete commitment, a willingness to embrace hardship for the sake of 
the mission. Paul exhorted Timothy to “endure suffering along with me, as a good soldier 
of Christ Jesus,” highlighting the disciplined and sacrificial nature of this calling, where 
involvement in civilian affairs can distract from pleasing the one who enlisted them. This 
military analogy underscores the idea of a focused 
dedication that may require setting aside personal 
comforts and desires.

The book of Acts provides numerous historical 
accounts of the difficulties faced by early Christians and 
missionaries. The apostles encountered opposition from 
religious and political authorities, faced imprisonment, 
threats, and even physical violence like stoning. These 
experiences illustrate that the advancement of the gospel 
often occurs in the face of significant adversity. Paul’s 
own testimony in 2 Timothy details the persecutions 
and sufferings he endured in various cities, yet he affirms 
that the Lord rescued him from them all. He further 
states that “all who desire to live a godly life in Christ 
Jesus will be persecuted”. These precedents establish a 
clear expectation that those engaged in spreading the 
gospel may encounter various forms of opposition and 
hardship.

BMA Global, a mission organization, explicitly 
acknowledges the “inherently high levels of risk” 
involved in the work of Christians and missionaries, 
citing examples such as crime, politics, terrorism, health 
issues, and natural disasters. Our theology of risk is 
rooted in the Great Commission and the New Testament 
method of missions, which inherently involves going 
into challenging contexts. They point to Jesus’ suffering 
as an example and the expectation for followers of 
Christ. The “incarnational life,” as described by BMA 
Global, involves self-denial and a commitment to 

exalting God, potentially even leading to death. We acknowledge the legacy of missionaries 
who have faced death, health issues, imprisonment, and impoverished conditions for the 
sake of the gospel.

While acknowledging the risks, BMA Global emphasizes the urgency of the mission 
and the need to not back down from spreading the gospel. Scripture presents examples 
of both fleeing and facing persecution, suggesting that the decision is often a matter of 
discernment and faith based on the specific circumstances. The apostles sometimes fled 
to continue their ministry elsewhere, while at other times they remained in dangerous 
situations because of the need for people to hear the gospel. BMA Global aims to provide 
missionaries with the best possible risk assessments to inform their decisions.

In conclusion, the sources paint a consistent picture of the mission field as an arena 
where difficulties and suffering are often normative. These challenges can manifest in 
various forms, ranging from external opposition and persecution to internal struggles 
and the sacrifice of personal comforts. However, within this framework, there is also 
the promise of God’s presence and the potential for spiritual growth and eternal reward. 
Understanding this inherent aspect of the mission is crucial for those who are considering 
or currently engaged in this vital work. The contributions from BMA Global missionaries 
in following weeks will delve deeper into specific experiences of difficulties which serve to 
remind us that the gospel always advances in a context of suffering.
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⊳ Dr. Gary O’Neal delivers the annual message

By CHRIS DRIVER
Baptist Progress Correspondent

The 2025 annual meeting of the Baptist 
M i s s i o n a r y  A s s o c i a t i o n  o f  A m e r i c a 
(BMAA), held at Pathway, Waxahachie, 
was a celebration of 75 years of God’s 
faithfulness. The two-day meeting, themed 
as “Send Me – A Celebration of 75 Years 
of Global Missions”, focused on God’s 
faithfulness to bear fruit around the world 
through the sacr i f ice  and surrender  of 
BMAA missionaries and churches.

More  than  467  a t t endees  f rom 166 
churches were present over the two days. 
Par t ic ipants  en joyed  moving  t imes  of 
worship through song and the preaching 
of God’s Word, powerful testimonies from 
current missionaries that highlighted how 
God is moving in the hearts and lives of 
people all around the world, informative 
breakout sessions covering a variety of 
challenging topics and reflections by and 
celebrations of former missionaries of the 
BMAA. Associational business was also 
conducted over three sessions throughout 
the meeting.

Dr. John David Smith, president BMA 
Global Missions, kicked off the meeting 
with a moving video about the 75 years of 
BMAA global impact through missional 
e f f o r t s  a r o u n d  t h e  w o r l d .  T h e  v i d e o 
highlighted that the BMAA is currently 
engaged in 65 countries through more than 
2,000 churches and almost  450 church 
plants. Dr. Smith emphasized that, while we 
rightly celebrate 75 years of what God has 
done, BMA Global Missions is passionately 
committed to continuing God’s mission of 
making disciples and planting churches. The 
first night also included a panel discussion 
fea tur ing Grady Higgs ,  former  BMAA 
executive director of missions, along with 
long-time missionaries David Dickson and 
Buddy Johnson. Led by Dr. Smith, the panel 
shared stories of God’s faithfulness on the 
field as well as powerful life lessons they 
each learned throughout the years. The night 
gave way to passionate and inspiring stories 
of the life-changing power of the gospel 
from current missionaries before concluding 

BMA of America celebrates 75 years of global missions

▲ BMA Missionary commissioning service

▲ BMA Global Missions panel discussion featuring (L-R) David Dickson, Buddy Johnson, Grady Higgs, 
Dr. John David Smith

▲ BMAA President, Charles Johnson 
delivers the president’s message
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By JERRY FULTON
Baptist Progress Director/Editor

▲ Jerry Fulton

This editorial will be my last as the editor of Baptist Progress. 
Thank you for allowing me to serve as editor of the official 
publication of the Baptist Missionary Association of Texas for over 
20 years. Some have congratulated me on my “retirement” while 
others have told me how sorry they are that I am leaving. 

Well, let me be clear. I am not retiring and I am not leaving. The 
word “retirement” is not in my vocabulary. I intend to continue 
serving the Lord in some capacity until He calls me home. And there 
is nothing for which to be sorry. The Lord simply made clear to me 
that I needed to relinquish my duties as director/editor of Baptist 
Progress so that I can focus my attention on the ministry of the 
Baptist Missionary Loan Association and the church I pastor. I am 
not going anywhere. In fact, I will continue to work from the same 
office in the Baptist Missionary Association of Texas Building in 
Waxahachie from which I have been working for the past several 
years. The only difference for me is that I will be wearing one hat 
instead of two as I continue to serve the churches of our association.  

I am incredibly excited about what the Lord holds in store for me 
in the coming years, as well as what He has planned and will bring 
to pass concerning the ministry of Baptist Progress. Under new 
leadership, I expect the ministry of Baptist Progress to expand and 
become better and more useful to churches than ever. Currently, we 
publish a newspaper once per month, provide Ministry Connection 
Workshops, train and recommend interim pastors, work with pastor 
search teams, as well as provide other resources. While it is true 
concerning Baptist Progress that changes will be made, I will support 
those changes and cheer on the next editor. I ask that you support him. 

SPECIAL MEETING
As reported in the April issue of Baptist Progress, an executive 

meeting (special-called meeting between annual meetings) of the 
Baptist Missionary Association of Texas has been called to vote on 

recommendations concerning changes 
for Baptist Progress. The meeting will be 
held at Pathway, Waxahachie at 11 a.m., 
May 20. One person from each church 
is allowed to serve as an executive 
committee member (messenger) and 
vote. If you have any questions or 
concerns about the recommendations, 
I respectfully ask that you contact 
me before the meeting, as I have as 
much or more information than anyone 
concerning the recommended changes. 
There is no need to wait until the 
meeting to voice questions or concerns 
as I am happy to answer any questions 
or concerns you have now. I may be contacted at 972-923-0756 
or editor@baptistprogress.org. To be sure, I am in favor of every 
recommendation that has been proposed. As explanined in our April 
issue, at least 30 people (department directors, two trustee boards and 
others) decided what should be recommended following weeks of 
prayer. 

Should the recommendations be approved, Baptist Progress 
will become an agency of BMA Texas Missions. However, Baptist 
Progress will still need your financial support. If your church sends 
regular offerings to Baptist Progress, please continue sending them 
as the same printing, mailing and other ministry expenses will remain 
and continue to increase. 

The next time you hear from me, it will be as director of the 
Baptist Missionary Loan Association. Thank you again for allowing 
me to serve as the director/editor of the informing and equipping 
ministry of the Baptist Missionary Association of Texas. It has been 
a highlight of my life and a distinct honor. I hope to see you May 20. 

One last time

Baptist Progress has scheduled Ministry Connection Workshops for 2025. Please see a list below, and register at baptistprogress.org. See the Ministry 
Connection Workshop links on the home page. 

JULY 8 – INTERIM PASTOR TRAINING
Facilitator: Jerry Fulton, Baptist Progress Director/Editor
Where: BMA of Texas Building, 632 Farley Street, Waxahachie
Time: 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.

This workshop will answer for potential interim pastors the questions below:
•	 What is an interim pastor?
•	 What should be expected of the interim pastor?
•	 How does the interim pastor make things ready for the next pastor?
•	 How can the interim pastor connect the church to the Baptist Missionary 

Association of Texas?
•	 How much should the interim pastor be paid?
During the training, potential interim pastors will be provided with an 

assessment survey to use in the church they serve as well as other helpful tools. 
Those who complete the training will be certified as an interim pastor for the 
BMA of Texas. All potential interim pastors must have pastoral experience in 
order to attend the training. 

JULY 15 – EVERY MEMBER “IN” MINISTRY
Facilitator: Todd West, BMA of Texas Pastor Connections Coordinator
Where: BMA of Texas Building, 632 Farley Street, Waxahachie
Time: 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.

As ministry leaders, we focus on making disciples of Jesus Christ. 
Have you considered that discipleship doesn’t just happen in the context 
of learning but also serving? We have all seen the radical change in the 
believer who “finds their lane” of service. What if I told you that you could 
potentially double the number of people serving? How would this impact 
the effectiveness of the church where God has placed you as a leader? 
The Every Member “In” Ministry workshop will give you practical, biblical 
ideas implemented in your church, regardless of location. The workshop 
will also foster relationships with other ministry leaders facing similar 
challenges and leave you feeling encouraged to join God on “mission” 
where you live.
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By HEITH MITCHELL

A word from your Missions Office

Your Texas Missions will humbly take on the important 
responsibility of The Baptist Progress should you approve the 
proposed constitutional changes in the executive committee 
meeting May 20, 2025. We know how important this ministry 
is to our BMA family and every ministry that comprises our 
partnerships. We know that it must continue. We believe in 
the importance of the physical paper that we are all used 
to and love.  We also understand the necessity to pursue 
multiple different avenues to connect with different ages and 
different cultures.

We can see a path for partnership that could dramatically 
reduce the costs of The Baptist Progress and allow for 
several staff to work together in this ministry. We do not 
believe that we are equipped to do better than the fine job 
that Bro. Jerry Fulton has done for decades. We do believe 
the Lord is orchestrating this change. We believe that God 
faithfully equips us when we follow His lead by faith. In 
Christ, I expect big things from a future agency of BMA of 
Texas Missions that will continue to be known as The Baptist 
Progress.

To each BMA of Texas Missions giving partner, we want 
to assure you that your investments in missions will remain 
missions investments. You are faithful, and giving has 
increased by over 14 percent this year. We are humbly grateful 
and want to steward those funds faithfully as intended. We 
believe a Baptist Progress agency budget should sustain 
itself through shared costs and reductions that would come 
from no longer operating as a department. Of course, this 
would necessitate The Baptist Progress sustaining its current 
partnerships with BMA churches and ministries. 

As the director of BMA Texas Missions, I have also been 
assigned the role as executive director of the BMA of Texas, 
a duty assigned to me by each of you in the BMA of Texas 
Constitution. In that role, it is my responsibility to promote 
the BMA of Texas and each of our important ministry 
departments. I know that BMA of Texas churches are also 
BMA of America churches and value each of the ministries 
that make up BMA of America. We are all better off in a 
healthy, thriving, informed BMA.  

In Christ, I trust that the future will mean progress for 
BMA Baptists. Thy Kingdom come and Thy will be done.

A word from your missionaries
BRAD HOLCOMB—
REDEMPTION 
HILL FT. WORTH        
BRAD@
REDEMPTIONHILLFW.ORG

Alex is a non-Christian 
friend I met at a climbing 
gym. He and I connected over 
climbing, but soon he began 
to share with me his recent 

struggles with suicidal thoughts. I shared the gospel with him 
and invited him to church, and he came. He has been coming 
for a few months now and is getting closer and closer to 
putting his faith in Jesus. He and I have been walking through 
a book called Multiply by Francis Chan each week.
Prayer Needs:

Please pray for our family as we prepare for baby number 5.
          

ISAIAS MARTINEZ—
CONROE MISSION     
ISAIASMJ1966@GMAIL.COM

Thank you so much to 
our beloved BMA of Texas 
churches and Texas Missions 
for your support and blessing 
so that we are able to be a part 
of a wonderful family in faith.
Prayer Needs:

Please pray for our summer 
program.

  
CHRIS MINDI— 
ANCHOR, AUSTIN MISSION IN LEANDER    
CHRIS.MINDI@BMATS.EDU

P r a i s e  G o d !  A n c h o r 
Austin, mission in the central 
Texas area is growing in a 
healthy way, teaching God's 
Word, discipling committed 
ind iv idua l s ,  deve lop ing 
l e a d e r s  a n d  b u i l d i n g 
environments to meet more 
people and evangelize. We 
just celebrated our one-year anniversary of gathering for 

▲ Brad Holcomb 

▲ Isaias Martinez

▲ Chris Mindi

BMA TX MISSIONS continued on p. 6

▲ Baptisms 2025! Jesus is Alive!
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As we enter the month of May, TBHC asks that you 
recognize Foster Care Awareness Month—a time to bring 
attention to the critical needs of children in foster care and 
the families who support them. This month we invite you, the 
church, to join us in raising awareness and taking action to 
support these vulnerable children.

Statistics show that Christian families are significantly 
more likely to engage in foster care and adoption compared 
to the general population. Imagine that - doing for others 
what Christ did for us! Research from the Christian Alliance 
for Orphans indicates that 16 percent of churchgoers know 
someone from their church who has provided foster care in 
the past year, and 13 percent of churchgoers know someone 
who has adopted a child. This involvement is crucial in 
providing stable, loving homes for children in need.

Your financial contributions have been instrumental in 
supporting our mission. We strive to finish strong this fiscal 
year, there are indications that TBHC may struggle. Share 
about the ministry and pray. We need your continued support 
to maintain our investments in new regions and to ensure that 
we can keep providing essential services to foster families. 
We need ordinary people allowing God to do extraordinary 
things through them. As Micah 6:8 reminds us, “He has 
shown you, O man, what is good; and what does the Lord 
require of you but to do justly, to love mercy, and to walk 
humbly with your God?” This verse calls us to actively 
demonstrate love and compassion towards those in difficult 

circumstances by knowing what you are called to do and 
simply doing it.

 
HOW YOU CAN HELP:

1.	 Spread the Word: Share information about our 
ministry and the importance of foster care within your 
networks.

2.	 Get Involved: Consider ways your congregation 
can actively participate, whether through fostering, 
adopting or supporting foster families.

3.	 Pray: Join us in prayer for the safety and success of 
our mission and for the well-being of all children in 
foster care.

We are deeply grateful for the support and commitment 
to what God is doing in the lives of children in our care. 
Together, let’s care for children, keeping us in the center of 
Gods will.

Thank you for giving kids a chance for hope! I’m just 
sayin’.

By JASON CURRY

Jason Curry is the president of the Texas Baptist 
Home for Children. Contact him at 629 Farley St, 
Waxahachie, Texas 75165, 972-937-1321 or jcurry@
tbhc.org. For more information, visit www.tbhc.org.

An Expression of Everlasting Love
Many of our friends choose to honor or remember a 
family member, a friend, or an associate with a gift for 
the children of the Baptist Home. Texas Baptist Home for 
Children, in turn, notifies the appropriate person. Listed 
in capital letters are those honored or remembered from 
Apr. 1-30, 2025.

ENDOWMENTS
E. ANN PACE: Karl Pace 

MYRA STOKES: Bill Stokes

HONORARIUMS
GEORGE & GENA PHILLEY: Leon & Johnnie Ross

JANA & LOYD WATTS: Leon & Johnnie Ross

NISSA ROSS: Leon & Johnnie Ross

MEMORIALS
BUDDY & LULU HAZELL: Cheryl Briscoe

DICK & BERTIE NULL: Jerry Null

DONNA YOUNG: Charles & Charlotte Johnson

DONNIE KNOTT: Andy & Nell McCuistion

GEORGE O. CONN: Oma Conn

JIMMY BUNN: Charles & Charlotte Johnson; Rosewood 
Baptist Church, Gilmer

LARRY ANGLIN: Karen Anglin

LORENE HARVEY: Carol Bass

LOVITA OUIMET: James Ouimet 

MARY EVERITT: Teresa Perez

PATSY SWANNER: Paul Steelman; Donna Youngblood

RONNIE JONES: Andy & Nell McCuistion

SOPHIA & JETT: Tiphany Hood

TED & FRIEDA STANLEY: Andy & Nell McCuistion

VICKY GARRETT: Weldon & Lana Sparks

Focus on foster care
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Jacksonville College was proud to honor the 2025 
graduating class during their commencement ceremony 
held at Central Baptist Church on May 10, 2025. The 
2025 graduating class includes 29 students, 20 graduates 
and 9 participants. The non-graduating participants are 
within nine hours of completion of their degrees. Of 
those recognized, 23 of the students are from Texas, one 
is from Colorado, one is from Oklahoma, and four are 
international students.

Honors earned by graduates include Cum Laude (with 
honor), Magna Cum Laude (with high honor), and Summa 
Cum Laude (with highest honor). Also denoted are those 
who are members of Phi Theta Kappa honor society, 
members of the Walter Prescott Webb Historical Society, 
online graduates (completed their degree fully online) and 
dual credit students (those who earned a college degree 
while still a high school student).

Graduating with an Associate of Arts degree are the 
following:

•	 Matias Enrico Del Solar Gonzales, San Miguel, Peru
•	 Dual Credit, Summa Cum Laude, Phi Theta Kappa, 

Jordyn Herring, Jacksonville, Texas
Graduating with an Associate of Science degree are the 

following:
•	 Cum Laude, Phi Theta Kappa, Webb Historical 

Society, Cruzita Avila, Rogers, Texas
•	 Cum Laude, Phi Theta Kappa, Mattie Burns, Ben 

Wheeler, Texas
•	 Cum Laude, Rylen Caldwell, Colorado Springs, 

Colorado
•	 John Cooper Camp, Little Elm, Texas
•	 Cum Laude, Online, Naomi Cornelio, Jacksonville, 

Texas
•	 Cum Laude, Phi Theta Kappa, Gabriel Antonio Costa 

Saldanha, Belo Horizonte, Brazil
•	 Connor Denson, Hankamer, Texas
•	 Karsten Landon Guerra, Longview, Texas
•	 Colton Hamilton, Jacksonville, Texas
•	 Tanner Hartzog, Mineola, Texas
•	 Summa Cum Laude, Phi Theta Kappa, Ayden 

Haskins, Pearland, Texas
•	 Cum Laude, Catrina Hawley, Lancaster, Texas
•	 Dual Credit, Summa Cum Laude, Phi Theta Kappa, 

Jordyn Herring, Jacksonville, Texas
•	 Nicholas Herring, Nassau Bay, Texas
•	 Logan Leutwyler, Cushing, Texas
•	 Collin Loyd, Shelbyville, Texas
•	 Magna Cum Laude, Lily Luna, Tatum, Texas
•	 Brandon Lundy, Mart, Texas

•	 Cum Laude, Phi Theta Kappa, Benedikt Meinigke, 
Bergheim, Germany

•	 Magna Cum Laude, Dallas Mobley, Jacksonville, 
Texas

•	 Cum Laude, Phi Theta Kappa, Stephon Nickerson, 
Waco, Texas

•	 Logan Pevehouse, Cameron, Texas
•	 Christian Plata, Quitman, Texas
•	 Datavus Pope, Humble, Texas
•	 Jalee Sampley, Ardmore, Oklahoma
•	 Webb Histor ical  Society,  Ingrid Santamaria , 

McKinney, Texas
•	 Shelby Wells, Belton, Texas
•	 Magna Cum Laude, Phi Theta Kappa, Silvio Xavier 

De Morais, Itapetininga, Brazil
Jacksonville College is a private, junior college located 

at 105 B.J. Albritton Drive in Jacksonville, Texas. For 
more information on Jacksonville College, visit www.
jacksonvillecollege.edu.

By MICHELLE KEARNEY
Jacksonville College Academic Dean

Jacksonville College celebrates 
2025 graduates

▲ Jordyn Herring and Cruzita Avila proudly singing the 
Jacksonville College Alma Mater

▲ Jacksonville College graduation commencement participants.
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I once had a friend tell me she believed that she would lose 
her salvation if she sinned. I was very surprised to hear these 
words. I was also greatly troubled. My friend loved Jesus and 
trusted Him to save her, yet she had no hope that she truly was 
saved or would go to Heaven one day. As a result, she constantly 
doubted her salvation and carried the burden of trying to live a 
perfect life. Christians are not intended to live with such doubt. 
Rather, the book of 1 John builds a clear case that believers can 
have security in their salvation. This case is most clearly stated 
in 1 John 5:13, where John wrote, “These things have I written 
unto you that believe on the name of the Son of God; that ye 
may know that ye have eternal life, and that ye may believe.”

Some may view the book of 1 John as a sort of “checklist” 
to determine whether one is truly saved or not. However, John’s 
first letter is not a series of tests to distinguish between true 
believers and struggling believers. Rather, this book is written 
to distinguish between believers and unbelievers. Therefore, 
John’s intent is not to cast doubt on a believer’s salvation 
or cause God’s people to be needlessly burdened with guilt, 
but to encourage believers by reminding them of the joy and 
confidence available to them through a relationship with Jesus 
Christ.

The second letter of John continues much of what John 
discussed in his first letter, as he reemphasized walking in the 
truth, loving others and avoiding false teachers. The book of 
3 John was, primarily, written to encourage a minister named 
Gaius. In this very brief letter, John admonished believers to 
walk in the truth, practice hospitality and avoid evil. 

This verse-by-verse study will teach the truth that believers 
can experience true joy and be confident in the salvation 
provided by Jesus, which will result in a loving and godly 
lifestyle.

I hope that you will be encouraged by this study of God’s 
Word. I believe this study will result, Lord willing, in some 
people being saved and many Christians becoming more 
confident than ever in their salvation. Those have been our goals 
throughout the writing of this study. 

The summer quarter runs from June-August. You may order 
today by visiting baptistpublishinghouse.com or call 888-727-
8715. We will send a free copy to any church not currently 
using BMA curriculum. Please contact us to request your free 
copy. 

Jordan M. Tew is the executive director of 
Baptist Publishing House. Contact him at P.O. 
Box 279, Jacksonville, Texas 75766, 800-333-
1442 or baptistpublishing@gmail.com. For more 
information, visit www.baptistpublishinghouse.com.

By JORDAN M. TEW

Summer Sunday 
school quarterly 
preview: 1–3 John

public worship on Sundays. Continue to pray for us at Anchor 
Austin, that we would take the gospel and seed the good news 
wherever we go and build more people for God's glory and 
His Kingdom.
Prayer Needs:

Pray for the upcoming annual retreat that God will renew 
our commitment and refresh us with His spirit in encouraging 
us to be faithful in the mission.

HAITAO HE—
FREE SALVATION BIBLE 
MISSION—
CORPUS CHRISTI     
HAITAO.HE@BMATS.EDU

O n e  o f  o u r  c h u r c h 
members shared that his wife 

is pregnant again. While they are very happy, he is also 
worried about the future. The other two children and his long 
working hours require a lot of attention so he will need 
extra help and strength to face the challenge when the 
baby comes. We pray for this family and learn together 
to trust in the Lord and try to support each other.
Prayer Needs:

Pray for the love among our church to support each 
other's needs in difficult times.

LUIS H. PEREZ—
IGELSIA BAUTISTA GRACIA SOBERANA—KYLE     
LUISPEREZ6162@GMAIL.COM

Thank God.  I  can see 
the progress and spiritual 
growth of some brothers. 
I was absent for about 15 
days due to the death of my 
parents, and they took care 
of  everything they were 
asked to do on Wednesday 
prayer night, Sunday school 
and Sunday preaching.

JOSE TORRES— 
IGLESIA NUEVA VIDE EN CRISTO—TYLER      
JOSETORRES@GMAIL.COM

T h a n k  y o u  f o r  y o u r 
p r a y e r s ,  t h e  r e s o u r c e s 
coming from the missions 
department and all financial 
support. We were blessed 
to host  a  Sunday school 
c o n f e r e n c e  t h i s  m o n t h 
brought to us by Editorial 
Baut i s ta .  This  gave  our 
congregation the opportunity to serve and receive 
great teaching. We have also been blessed to have the 
wisdom and experience of retired missionaries in our 
congregation.  This has kept us on our toes about details 
of what we are all about. I truly feel that as a result we 
had someone surrender their life to Christ during our 
worship service this month. We also enjoyed a great 
Easter service. Greater things are yet to come for Iglesia 
Nueva Vida en Cristo of Tyler. Blessings to all.
Prayer Needs:

I ask prayers for three events in our area association 
that we will be hosting in the coming months: a Sunday 
school workshop in a few days, our east Texas church 
meeting in June and a women's meeting in September. 
We are very excited about this blessing, but we need 
prayer that the name of the Lord will be exalted in these 
events.

BMA Texas Missions cont.

▲ Haitao He

▲ Jose Torres

▲ Congregation gathered for celebration

▲ Congregation gathered for celebration

▲ Core team at Anchor Austin

▲ Luis Perez

▲ Sunday school conference: general session

BMA TX MISSIONS continued on p. 14

▲ 1 Year Anniversary
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By Dr. John David Smith
President
bmaglobal.org

The Unseen Realities of Suffering and 
Sacrifice on the Mission Field

Welcome to a series of articles exploring the often-unseen realities of life 
on the mission field. Inherent difficulties and expectations of suffering 
are always intertwined with the call to global mission. We will draw 
insights from scripture and the experiences of those who have lived the 

reality of suffering on the mission field. 
The concept of suffering as a normal part of the Christian life, and particularly in the 

context of mission, is a recurring theme throughout scripture. The apostle Peter addresses 
believers as “foreigners” facing trials, reminding them that even amidst suffering, there is 
“wonderful joy ahead” and that these trials serve to prove the genuineness of their faith, 
which is more precious than gold. He emphasizes that suffering for doing good is pleasing 
to God, echoing the example of Christ who suffered for us, leaving us a pattern to follow. 
This perspective reframes suffering not merely as an unfortunate circumstance, but as a 
potential pathway to deeper faith and partnership with Christ in His suffering.

Jesus himself spoke of the necessity of death for new life, comparing it to a kernel 
of wheat that must die to produce a harvest. He also stated that those who cling to their 
earthly lives will lose them, while those who lose their lives for His sake will save them. 
This demands a complete commitment, a willingness to embrace hardship for the sake of 
the mission. Paul exhorted Timothy to “endure suffering along with me, as a good soldier 
of Christ Jesus,” highlighting the disciplined and sacrificial nature of this calling, where 
involvement in civilian affairs can distract from pleasing the one who enlisted them. This 
military analogy underscores the idea of a focused 
dedication that may require setting aside personal 
comforts and desires.

The book of Acts provides numerous historical 
accounts of the difficulties faced by early Christians and 
missionaries. The apostles encountered opposition from 
religious and political authorities, faced imprisonment, 
threats, and even physical violence like stoning. These 
experiences illustrate that the advancement of the gospel 
often occurs in the face of significant adversity. Paul’s 
own testimony in 2 Timothy details the persecutions 
and sufferings he endured in various cities, yet he affirms 
that the Lord rescued him from them all. He further 
states that “all who desire to live a godly life in Christ 
Jesus will be persecuted”. These precedents establish a 
clear expectation that those engaged in spreading the 
gospel may encounter various forms of opposition and 
hardship.

BMA Global, a mission organization, explicitly 
acknowledges the “inherently high levels of risk” 
involved in the work of Christians and missionaries, 
citing examples such as crime, politics, terrorism, health 
issues, and natural disasters. Our theology of risk is 
rooted in the Great Commission and the New Testament 
method of missions, which inherently involves going 
into challenging contexts. They point to Jesus’ suffering 
as an example and the expectation for followers of 
Christ. The “incarnational life,” as described by BMA 
Global, involves self-denial and a commitment to 

exalting God, potentially even leading to death. We acknowledge the legacy of missionaries 
who have faced death, health issues, imprisonment, and impoverished conditions for the 
sake of the gospel.

While acknowledging the risks, BMA Global emphasizes the urgency of the mission 
and the need to not back down from spreading the gospel. Scripture presents examples 
of both fleeing and facing persecution, suggesting that the decision is often a matter of 
discernment and faith based on the specific circumstances. The apostles sometimes fled 
to continue their ministry elsewhere, while at other times they remained in dangerous 
situations because of the need for people to hear the gospel. BMA Global aims to provide 
missionaries with the best possible risk assessments to inform their decisions.

In conclusion, the sources paint a consistent picture of the mission field as an arena 
where difficulties and suffering are often normative. These challenges can manifest in 
various forms, ranging from external opposition and persecution to internal struggles 
and the sacrifice of personal comforts. However, within this framework, there is also 
the promise of God’s presence and the potential for spiritual growth and eternal reward. 
Understanding this inherent aspect of the mission is crucial for those who are considering 
or currently engaged in this vital work. The contributions from BMA Global missionaries 
in following weeks will delve deeper into specific experiences of difficulties which serve to 
remind us that the gospel always advances in a context of suffering.
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Winning the War for Souls
By Michael Strong
Church Planter in Minnesota
bmaglobal.org

Souls matter to God. Scripture is clear on this. I don’t think anyone in our 
association of churches would argue otherwise. What I want to argue today is 
that since souls matter, cities matter. Let me explain why. 

Census.gov says, per the 2020 census, that 80% of Americans live in urban 
areas despite raising the minimum requirement of population to twice its previous number. 
They also found that urban areas are becoming more densely populated. And housing - if 
we zoom out to look at the world as of 2023 - approximately 4.6 billion people (57% of the 
world’s total population) live in urban areas. That is a lot of souls. 

Also, the diversity in urban areas presents us with unique opportunities to fulfill our 
mission and  overcome to do so. If it is true that God has tasked us with the responsibility 
of making disciples of all peoples everywhere, which He has, then we will have to be very 
intentional about the way we address urban missions throughout the world. 

The best way to do that is by planting churches in urban areas. 
At the beginning of the story of scripture we see “paradise lost.” God has completed 

His work of creation and crowned it with mankind. Once man sins, we see God come and 
begin a new plan, a new mission, to seek and save the lost. He is dead set on re-establishing 

His kingdom and conquering His enemies. As the story unfolds, we learn God is going to 
come Himself to do what we cannot do. He is going to seek and save the lost. But we also 
learn He has a place for us in that plan. 

We aren’t supposed to just sit on the sidelines and watch. Instead, He has decided to 
live within His people and to work through them to accomplish His marvelous, mysterious 
plan to overcome the sin and brokenness mankind brought to His good world. As Christ 
followers, we are sent (commissioned) by God to embark on a massive rescue mission. 
Our charge is to seek out and gather all of His people, His lost sheep, who are caught in the 
middle of a spiritual war that spans the globe. There is no place that can be left in the dark 
or untouched. 

We have to go to all the peoples of the world and share the good news of Jesus Christ. 
That is our mission. That is our privilege. In light of the fact that so many people live in 
urban areas, cities have to be a part of that mission. That means churches should have a 

place in their missions strategy that involves actively engaging in major urban areas. 
I feel an especially strong conviction about this because God moved me to 

Minneapolis in 2012 and opened my eyes to the reality I hadn’t seen back home in Little 
Rock, Arkansas. Though Little Rock is an urban area, Minneapolis and the Twin Cities 
metro was something much larger. I want to use my current city to help share what God 
exposed me to before we broaden our view and look at much larger cities. 

Currently there are over 262 racial or ethnic groups and 778 native tribes that reside 
here. The religious background is just as diverse with a large number of Wiccans, Jews, 
Buddhists, Muslims, Hindus, New Age spiritualists, and Scientologists, among other 
pagan groups who call the Twin Cities home. Not only that, but these ethnic and religious 
groups have different languages. My Ethiopian neighbor speaks Amharic, but many of the 
Ethiopians here do not. Ethiopians speak somewhere between 89 to 109 different languages 
in their home country. We have a large number of Ethiopians here as well as a large 
population of Somalians. Many times they work in the same places with the same jobs like 
the taxi station by the airport. Just like in Ethiopia and Somalia, these peoples have issues 
with each other. They are at war and unreconciled. 

Somalians are also known for speaking one or two major 
languages, but as Somali populations move here, we are faced with 
the reality that many of them speak a tribal or minority people 
group’s language. That means you could meet a Somalian that speaks 
Bajuni Swahili and an Ethiopian that speaks Oromo on the same 
block or at lunch in the same taxi station playing chess. But it would 
be hard to reach both sides of those populations for a number of 
reasons beyond language and cultural barriers. 

In spite of that, Jesus has made it our task to reach people of 
every nation, tribe, and tongue. And when He said it, He declared 
it would be accomplished. It is guaranteed because He will do it 
through the Church. That is exciting to me. It’s worth embracing 
the challenge and diligently seeking to work with God to fulfill His 
commission. 

Strategically speaking, the diversity of a metro area like the Twin 
Cities will require many different missionaries committed to reach 
these varied groups. Fortunately, we can raise up missionaries right 
here as we plant biblically faithful churches who make disciples the 
way Jesus commanded. We can raise up and fund missionaries to all 
the people groups here. But the work has to start with someone. 

The work has to plant a missionary minded church. If we do 
that, we can make a global impact. That’s a significant opportunity 
for a metro area that ranks 16th in the United States population-wise 
at roughly 3.7 million people. Arguably, the potential for similar 

sized urban areas around the world should be just as profitable to invest in sending and 
raising up missionaries focused on planting biblically faithful churches. There are then 15 
more larger and denser populated metro areas right here in the United States. Let’s broaden 
that scope a bit. 

The Twin Cities are often cited as the 100th largest metro area worldwide, so consider 
this with me: That means there are areas in our country and around the world that 
missionaries could target strategically to put soldiers on the ground where even higher 
opportunities and challenges exist. And it’s worth doing to see souls rescued and added to 
the Kingdom from all kinds of ethnic and religious backgrounds, souls that will turn rebels 
into worshippers and servants of the living God. Please join me in praying for God to raise 
up and commission urban missionaries who will dedicate their lives to loving the people of 
these cities enough to plant biblically faithful churches around the world.
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By Mickeal Quillman
Missionary to Zambia
bmaglobal.org

Reaching the Unreached in Zambia

Nestled deep in the southern province of Zambia, Africa, lies the 
chiefdom of Sekute — one of the 72 tribal chiefdoms in the region. 
Sekute is home to several tribal communities, including the Tonga, 
Lozi, and Tokaleya people, many of whom have yet to hear the Gospel 

For the past three years, we have been dedicated to bringing the Good News to 

but they are still part of this vast area in need of the Gospel.

Navigating Traditional Leadership
One of the greatest challenges we face is the complex web of traditional leadership 

the approval and support of the chief, his council, and the senior headmen, along 

territory is considered part of his ancestral homeland, and the title of chief is typically 

exceptions.
Over the past few years, we’ve invested countless hours building relationships 

with these local leaders, learning their customs, and showing deep respect for their 
authority. Our goal has also been to share the gospel with them, praying for their 
personal transformation. We are encouraged to see God at work in the hearts of these 
leaders. Several have begun to show interest in the gospel, and currently, we have seven 
local headmen who have professed faith in Jesus Christ. We pray that they will soon 
become champions of the faith, guiding their communities to know Christ.

A Heart for the People
Among the key leaders we’ve been working with is Chief Sekute himself. He has 

shown openness to our ministry, even inviting us to share the gospel at his home. 
We’ve met with Chief Sekute many times, and he is eager to see his people reached 
and discipled. Chief Sekute professes belief in the One True God — a term we use 

worshipping multiple gods, led by local witchdoctors, is common.

monetary compensation for their services. Part of their worship involves praying to the 

Jesus in John 9 about the blind man: any illness, death, or misfortune is attributed to a 

As we share the gospel, we emphasize that accepting the One True God requires 
rejecting all other gods. For some of our people, this conversion process involves 
burning the idols and totems they have received from witchdoctors. It is a powerful and 
transformative act, symbolizing their commitment to Christ alone.

Fruit of the Labor
As we continue our ministry within the Sekute chiefdom, we are beginning to see 

a central location that serves 24 surrounding villages. We are also training local leaders to 

disciple and pastor these new believers. Currently, six men are being trained and discipled 
to become pastors, who will go on to disciple others and plant churches within their own 
villages.

them grow in their relationship with Christ. Our passion is not only to reach the lost but 
also to equip new believers to become disciple-makers who will multiply the Kingdom. It 
is a privilege to be a part of God’s work in the Sekute chiefdom, and we are excited to see 
what the future holds as local villagers begin to plant their own churches and spread the 
Gospel among their people.
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By Emily Brantley
Lifeword
lifeword.org

Our Digital Mission Field

At Lifeword, we recognize the internet as one of the most expansive 
and dynamic mission fields available today. The digital revolution has 
transformed the way people interact, learn, and seek truth. Every day, 
billions turn to the internet for guidance, community, and meaning. While 

it can be a place of distraction and misinformation, it also presents an extraordinary 
opportunity for evangelism—a field ripe for the harvest.

Jesus commanded His followers, “Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing 
them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost” (Matthew 28:19-
20). Never before has reaching the nations been so accessible. Through digital media, 
Lifeword is sharing the Gospel in ways that were once unimaginable. The rise of social 
media, streaming services, and AI-driven engagement has connected the world like never 
before—and we are leveraging these tools to proclaim the name of Jesus Christ.

Did You Know?
• As of February 2025, 5.56 billion people—67.9% of the global population—are

internet users. Of those, 5.24 billion (63.9%) engage on social media.
• Lifeword has cultivated a global audience, with over 2.5 million followers across

15 Facebook pages.
• We currently broadcast in 170 languages, reaching a potential listening audience

of 2 billion people.
• Every $1 spent on social media advertising allows us to share the message of Jesus

Christ with over 100,000 Facebook users.
• In 2024 alone, Lifeword reached 236 million Facebook accounts with Gospel-

centered programming.

Lifeword’s Online Impact
Lifeword’s mission extends beyond simply sharing the message of salvation. 

Through our new online discipleship platform, FOLLOW, individuals can deepen their 
understanding of what it means to be a follower of Christ and find connection with local 
churches.

The Lord is using media ministry in new and transformative ways, and we are grateful 
to be part of this movement. Our partnership with BMA churches ensures that the 
message of Jesus reaches the nations through the digital mission field. We acknowledge 
that the internet can be a challenging space for those who proclaim Christ, yet it remains a 
place where God’s people can have a profound and lasting impact.

Thank you for your continued prayers and support. Lifeword is your media ministry, 
uniquely positioned to help your church fulfill the Great Commission. Together, we are 
making Jesus known to the world.



May 2025 | 11

with an equally passionate charge from God’s Word by 
current BMAA president, Charles Johnson, and the first 
official business session of the meeting.

Day two began with the WMA Women’s Conference 
held at Heritage, Waxahachie, where it was celebrated 
that the WMA efforts had raised almost $100,000 this 
past year, a large portion of which will go to the Bible 
Institute to be started in Zambia, Africa, by BMA 
Global missionaries Mickeal and Sharon Quillman. The 
morning also included a Brotherhood meeting as well 
as the annual Pastors’ Conference featuring Dr. Wayne 
Whiteside.  Dr. Whiteside’s message was followed by 
12 breakout sessions on a variety of practical ministry 
topics.  

The afternoon business session featured the annual 
reports from the various department directors along with 
their recommendations. The session also included the 
election of missionaries Clinton Morris (church planter 
to Indianapolis, Indiana), Alberto Costales and Havier 
Velasquez (church planters to Lake Wales, Florida), 
Vlad Bleckley (church planter to Pensacola, Florida), 
Chuck Tedrow (church planter to Union, Missouri), 
Rana Costa (missionary status changed to American 
missionary), and Creative Access Missionary (names 
withheld for security – missionaries to Asia).  

Fol lowing a  break ,  the  af ternoon sess ion  was 
scheduled to be highlighted by the celebration of 
Legacy Missionaries Harold and Lois Morris, James 
and Jennifer Crews and Robert and Ruth Isaacs. But 
the introduction of these missionary families was 
unexpectedly interrupted by a medical emergency on 
the sanctuary floor. John Morris, the son of Harold and 
Lois Morris, suffered what was later announced as a 
severe cardiac emergency that was met by quick and 
effective medical intervention by multiple members of 
our BMA family who provided CPR as well as the use of 
an on-site AED device until the first responders arrived. 
The afternoon session was dismissed until the evening 
service after dinner.  It was later announced that Mr. 
Morris was awake and talking.  

The evening service featured the annual sermon 
delivered by Dr. Gary O’Neal, pastor of Oak Park, 
Little Rock, Arkansas. The meeting concluded with 
the final business session where officers were elected 
for 2025-2026. All current officers were reelected to 
their positions. President – Charles Johnson, first vice 
president – Dr. Gary O’Neal, second vice president – 
Dustin Wisely, recording secretaries – Greg Medenwald, 
Randy Shepherd, and Randy Murphy. The 2026 annual 
message will be delivered by Ashraf Sara, pastor of 
Living Word Arabic Church, Dallas, with Tony Crocker, 
pastor of Worden Church, Bald Knob, Arkansas, elected 
as the alternate. The 2026 annual meeting of the Baptist 
Missionary Association of America will be held April 
21-22 at Antioch, Conway, Arkansas. Go to www.
bmaglobal.org to watch the celebration video and to read 
more about the Legacy Missionaries mentioned above.

BMA of America 
celebrates 75 years 
of global missions cont.

The 2025 annual national meeting is now history as 
we start on our next 75 years of the Lord’s Kingdom 
work through the BMA of America. I want to personally 
thank all who attended the meeting and give a special 
word of gratitude to Pathway, Waxahachie and Heritage, 
Waxahachie for their gracious hospitality and attention to 
detail in hosting our association.

The BMA Conference Team, led by Donny Parrish, 
is to be commended for faithfully planning, preparing 
and implementing the national association meeting. They 
went above and beyond the call of duty to ensure the 
success of this vital event.

I want to thank the churches and messengers for 
your encouragement and confidence in reelecting me to 
a second term as your president. It is truly a privilege 
to serve the Lord and His local bodies of believers 
in this capacity. I ask for your continued prayers and 
understanding.

Plans are already underway 
for the 2026 annual meeting 
which will be held in Conway, 
A r k a n s a s ,  w i t h  A n t i o c h 
Bap t i s t  Church  be ing  the 
primary host. The theme for 
2026 will be “Until Then.” 
Many people are talking about 
the  re turn of  Jesus  Chris t 
being soon, but often these 
same folks are neither acting 
like nor living like His return 
is near. In this meeting, our 
desire is to encourage all of 
us to be faithfully living and 
working for our Lord until He comes back.

“May God abundantly bless the churches of the BMA 
of America,” is my sincere prayer.

▲ Charles Johnson

By CHARLES JOHNSON
BMA of America President

A letter from BMAA President, 
Charles Johnson

Dr. Ricky Williams, Professor of Church Ministries 
and Director of Hispanic Studies at Baptist Missionary 
Association Theological Seminary, presented his research “A 
Qualitative Study of Bilingual Worship Experience in BMA 
Churches” during the Evangelical Missiological Society’s 
(EMS) South-Central Conference held in Dallas on March 
28, 2025.

EMS is a professional society composed of missiologists, 
administrators, teachers, pastors, and students to facilitate 
scholarly support for the Great Commission.

A growing Hispanic population within the United States 
and relatively few bilingual worship opportunities within 
both BMA and non-BMA churches motivated the research. 
Williams interviewed pastors and worshipers to determine 
the feasibility of churches conducting a single worship 
service in both Spanish and English.

The research found two primary benefits of bilingual 
worship. First, such services allow second-generation 

H i s p a n i c s ,  w h o  s p e a k 
predominantly English,  to 
worsh ip  wi th  the i r  f i r s t -
generation parents, who speak 
mostly Spanish. One parent 
shared, “I doubt that our teenage 
children would be believers 
without the bilingual service.” 
Second ,  severa l  Hispan ic 
participants expressed their love 
for the “oneness” that occurs 
between the Anglo and Hispanic 
attendees of bilingual services.

Recognizing the quality of 
his research, Williams received 
the honor of being selected by his EMS peers to make an 
additional presentation at the society’s national meeting in 
October 2025.

Seminary professor presents research
By PHILIP ATTEBERY, PHD, DMIN
BMA Seminary president

▲ Dr. Ricky Williams
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What is America’s hope?  We must claim God’s promise 
of healing. 2 Chronicles 7:14. God says, “If my people, which 
are called by my name, shall humble themselves, and pray, 
and seek my face, and turn from their wicked ways; then will 
I hear from heaven, and will forgive their sin, and will heal 
their land.”  

We must meet several conditions before healing can come:
First, God’s people must humble themselves before a 

holy and righteous God. We must become broken in our 
souls and spirits in order for our Father to renew us.

Second, we must pray. We must renew our daily 
fellowship with the Father. Our Father desires to spend time 
with us, but do we desire to be in His presence? Prayer is 
essential.

Third, we must turn from our sin. How can we do 
this? Dr. Adrian Rogers said that we must “name it, nail it 
and forsake it.” We must identify and confess our faults to 
the Father. John said, “If we confess our sins, he is faithful 
and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness” (1 John 1:9).

Fourth, we must not carry our guilt around. Every 
believer must “nail” his sins to Christ’s cross.  They have 
been paid for by Christ’s blood, and they will not be held 
against us. Paul declared, “Blotting out the handwriting of 
ordinances that was against us, which was contrary to us, 
and took it out of the way, nailing it to his cross” (Colossians 
2:14). 

The songwriter wrote,
My sin, oh the bliss of this glorious thought,
My sin not in part, but the whole;
Is nailed to the cross, and I bear it no more,
Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, O my soul.

Fifth, we must “forsake” wickedness. When we forsake 
a wicked life, we literally run from it.  Paul told Timothy, 
“Flee also youthful lusts…” (2 Timothy 2:22). Are we willing 
to forsake the worldly lifestyle and embrace righteousness?  
Will we let Jesus lead us?

When these conditions are met, our Father will forgive us. 
He will wipe the slate clean and give us a fresh start. He will 
fellowship with us and bless His children again. 

Jesus said, “Behold, I stand at the door, and knock;  if any 
man hear my voice, and open the door, I will come in to him, 
and will sup with him, and he with me” (Revelation 3:20). 
Glory! Our American and Christian hope is Jesus, God’s only 
Son.

By DR. JOHN ADAMS
Moral Action Committee Executive Director

What is America’s hope?

Last fall ,  the Tarrant County BMA met at  New 
Beginnings, Venus. As a result of that meeting, Daniel 
Springs Baptist Camp was selected by the churches as 
a special project to help enhance facility improvements, 
whi le  emphasiz ing godly cooperat ion wi thin  our 
churches. 

On April 11, 2025, the churches of association joined 
forces to make much needed improvements at the camp. 
Participating churches included Calvary, Arlington; New 
Beginnings, Venus; and South Park, Fort Worth with 80 
volunteers in attendance. 

Completed tasks included the painting of four exterior 
cabins, lawncare, the installation of LED lighting 
fixtures and building a brand-new storage shelf that 
holds approximately 1,000 pounds in the back of the 

main cafeteria building. We enjoyed the delicious food 
prepared by our wonderful ladies and men on Friday and 
Saturday especially tender, smoked Texas briskets.

1 Peter 4:10-11 says, “As every man hath received the 
gift, even so minister the same one to another, as good 
stewards of the manifold grace of God. If any man speak, 
let him speak as the oracles of God; if any man minister, 
let him do it as of the ability which God giveth: that God 
in all things may be glorified through Jesus Christ, to 
whom be praise and dominion for ever and ever. Amen.” 

It was such a blessing to see the young people help 
paint the bottom of the cabin exterior walls, to seeing 
all our pastors, men and women working hard in the 
different campground areas. May these verses remind us 
of God’s amazing love and His great salvation.

Tarrant County Association work day at 
Daniel Springs Baptist Camp

By LEE MARGARET WINKLER

William Michael Smith, better known as Bro. Mike, was 
born June 17, 1950, in Butler, Alabama. He passed from this 
life into the presence of Jesus on April 11, 2025.

Dr. Smith pastored churches across Texas: King Baptist, 
Gatesville; Frost Baptist, Frost; First Baptist, Valley View; 
First Baptist, Edom; and Grace Temple, Terrell, where he 
helped to start Terrell Christian Academy.

After pastoring, he was the director of Missions for Double 
Mountain Baptist Area and Dogwood Trails Baptist Area. He 
also served as the director of Minister/Church Relations for 
the Southern Baptists of Texas Convention.

In 2011, Mike became the president of Jacksonville 
College. During this time, he taught Bible courses at the 
college, was an adjunct professor at Southwestern Seminary 
and the Baptist Missionary Association of America Seminary. 
He also wrote numerous articles for Baptist publications, 

several devotional books, and a 
book on conflict. In everything 
he wrote he longed for people 
to know and understand God 
more and how to live out what 
God’s Word taught. Mike loved 
to teach and mentor others. He 
taught numerous Bible studies, 
conflict management seminars, 
deacon training, pastor search 
committees, and transitional 
interim pastor training.

Funeral services were held 
April 17, 2025, at First Baptist 
Church in Terrell, with a private 
interment was held at Oakland Memorial Park.

Former Jacksonville College president called home

▲ Dr. William “Mike” Smith
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By CINDY ALLEN
National WMA president

The National WMA conference and meeting was held at 
Heritage, Waxahachie, in April. A big thank you is extended 
to Heritage Baptist Church for being such a gracious host 
church. Goody bags were prepared by the ladies of Rosewood, 
Gilmer. All the goodies were donated by various Texas district 
and local WMA groups. Tables were beautifully decorated by 
Diana Morris and her work crew. It was a Texas size group 
effort and resulted in a great meeting.

The theme for the meeting was “Go and Tell” based on Acts 
1:8. David Dickson, retired missionary, spoke to the group 
about women from the Bible. There are women everyday who 
live out the biblical examples of Lois, Eunice, the woman at 
the well, Dorcas and many others. God desires each of us to 
“Go and Tell” in our area.

Attendees were able to choose from several breakout 
sessions. Presenters were Dr. John Adams, Diana Morris, Shelly 
Dickson and Terrie Triplet. Sharon Quillman, missionary to 
Zambia (along with her husband Mickeal) spoke during lunch. 
Their ministry in Zambia, Africa was the project for 2024-25. 
One of the highlights of the meeting was the announcement 
that the project goal had not only been met but exceeded. The 
National WMA raised $93,715.00, the largest amount ever 
raised. Thanks to the efforts of many, the Quillmans will be 
able to build a Bible Institute to meet the needs of Christians 
in the area. It will include classrooms and accommodations for 
overnight stays.

During the business meeting new officers were installed. 
The following Texas ladies are on the 2025-26 officer team. 
Cindy Allen-President, Charlotte Johnson-Assistant Recording 
Secretary, Haley Rascoe-Media Director and Assistant 
GMA/YLA Promoter, Lindsie Burchett-Project Promotion 
Committee, Diana Morris-Salary & Expense Committee, 
Jackie Ricks and Wendy Garcia-Inspirational Resources 
Committee. Please pray for these ladies as each one serves in 
her elected position. Numbers for the meeting were as follows: 
Messengers, 92; visitors, 47; total attendance, 139; churches 
represented, 84; states represented, 9; foreign countries, 3.

The new National WMA project is the Just the Crumbs 
(JTC) disaster relief organization. You will get more about 
them and their work in the future but know that they are a 
great organization. JTC goes to areas of the US that have been 
crippled by natural disaster, meeting not only physical needs 
but spiritual and emotional needs as well. Money to support 
the project may be sent to National WMA, PO Box 23, Salem, 
MO 65560. Be sure to mark any donations as “Project”. The 
goal is $90,000. This will not be a problem for such a great 
group. 

As you can see, the meeting wrapped up last year aptly and 

Report on the National WMA Meeting

launched this year well. Check out the National WMA website 
at nationalwma.org to find out information about all things 
WMA. Each week a blog (devotional) is posted on the page 
in hopes of encouraging ladies. Please read and share these 
wonderful resources.

May God bless the efforts of the National WMA as the 
ladies of the churches of the BMA of America strive to serve 
Him. Go and tell.

WMA PROJECT RELATED PRAYER REQUEST:
Pray for a teen boy recently adopted. Pray for the 

unconditional love of God and paternal love of the family to 
speak to this young man’s heart so he would come to know 
Christ.

WMA PROJECT TOTALS UPDATE:
As of the Baptist Progress May deadline, the state WMA has 

received $13,366 of our $30,000 goal for Texas Baptist Home 
for Children.

IMPORTANT AUXILIARY DATES AND INFORMATION:
July 19, State Sunbeams, Jacksonville 

College, 9 am – 3 pm
July 25–26, Texas WMA Retreat, 

Rosewood, Gilmer
Sept 13, Houston-Anderson District 

WMA, First Baptist Church of Slocum
Be sure to check the WMA website, 

www.texaswma.com for complete details on events

Retiro de la Unión Femenil Nacional
WMA de Texas

25-26 Julio 2025
$60 de inscripción para el 23 de junio

Después del 23 de junio se pagará $70
Tema: Una Taza de Amor

Versículo lema : Juan 15:13
«Nadie tiene mayor amor que este, que uno ponga su vida por sus amigos».

$60 de inscripción para el 23 de junio
Después del 23 de junio se pagará $70

Tema: Una Taza de Amor

Versículo lema : Juan 15:13
«Nadie tiene mayor amor que este, que uno ponga su vida por sus amigos».

Dónde: Rosewood Baptist Church, 8260 Arrowwood Rd., Gilmer, Texas 75644
Fecha: 25 y 26 julio 2025 Viernes a las 6:30pm sábado 8:30 a 3pm

Hoteles—Executive Inn—Gilmer; 920 U.S. Highway 271, Gilmer, TX 75644 USA; Phone: (903) 843-6099 Para más información: Wendy 
García (662) 587-4529. Belinda Caudle (903) 918-7986

Hay que traer útiles escolares para llenar las cajitas de BMMI. (Misiones Médicas Bautistas Internacionales)
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RUDY VILLAREAL— 
HOMETOWN CHURCH MISSION IN HELOTES     
RVILLARREAL1@GMAIL.COM

Pray for more opportunities 
to share the gospel, that our 
VBS has a great outreach 
and we are able to share the 
gospel with families.
Prayer Needs:

Pray that those who we 
have connections with will 
become more committed and 
for our planning for VBS.

KYLE CHEATHAM– 
GRACE CHURCH JARRELL MISSION      
KYLE@GRACEJARRELL.COM

A woman in our church 
who was saved and baptized 
last year volunteered to plant 
some flowers in the planters 
in front of our church. We 
meet in a shopping center, 
and so this has been empty 
since we moved in. It was her 
idea, and she did a wonderful 
job. Further, people from the shops on either side of us have 
gone out of their way to comment on how nice they are and 

even offered to water them for us. One of those was someone 
who has been hard to reach in the past. I had no idea it would 
be a bridge-builder.
Prayer Needs:

Please pray for us as we follow up with the visitors that 
God has been bringing to us, that we share the gospel clearly, 
help them know if we are a good fit and help those who are to 
come all in with us.

CHRIS DRIVER—
WEST TEXAS MULTIPLICATION NETWORK/ 
TEXAS MISSIONARY CARE 
CJDRIVER316@GMAIL.COM

Howdy from west Texas! 
We had another amazing 
month at Oasis. The highlight 
was our Easter services. Our 
Good Friday communion 
service was one of our highest 
attended services since we 
started.  That is, until our first 
ever Easter Sunrise service 
where we saw almost 60 people get up early and come 
worship our risen Lord. God continues to open doors in 
places we were not expecting. Please pray about a possible 
partnership with the Levelland Christian School. We are so 
blessed to be able to serve the Lord and the churches of the 
BMA of Texas. Thank you for all you do for us.
Prayer Needs:

Pray for connection with Levelland Christian School and 
ownership and workers at the Sundown golf course.

TIM ALBA—
THE BRIDGE MISSION IN SEAGOVILLE   
TIMALBA1986@GMAIL.COM

Our church has grown 
in the past  few months. 
Our average attendance has 
been up to 60 people every 
Sunday. Our events have 
reached around 80. We have 
seen both spiritual growth as 
well as the attendance grow 
in our church. We had eight 
baptisms and one salvation last month.
Prayer Needs:

Please pray for a member of ours named Carmen. She is 
struggling with cancer. Please pray for healing. Thank you.

JOSE GIL—
PROYECTO MISIONERO "LIDIA" – SPRING  
JOSEDARIO.GIL@GMAIL.COM

My wife and I welcomed 
Paz ,  a  f r i end  who  was 
detained by the ICE last 
month. He is back home, after 
weeks of waiting in prayer. 
It was a blessed time and 
we celebrated God's mercy 
together with his family.
Prayer Needs:

Pray for endurance, a firm faith and gratitude for having 
God's peace in our family.

ABNER NUNEZ—
SAN ANTONIO MISSION  
ELIAS1951@HOTMAIL.COM

We are living through 
somewhat difficult times for 
immigrants in this country. 
But this also provides an 
opportunity to work in homes 
through Bible study. 
Prayer Needs:

Pray for job opportunities 
for BMA missionaries to 
supplement the aid received.

BRAD CAULEY—
CEDAR PARK MISSION 
BRAD@RT-CHURCH.ORG

We held our first combined service with our morning group 
and our evening group the Sunday after Easter. We shared 
a meal before worshiping under the evening sky, hearing a 
message, sharing communion and baptizing three people (Gabe 
11, Sophia 10, and Bob 79). Bob prayed to receive Christ just 
four weeks ago, after joining our group in August. I love how 
the Lord works. This baptism can be traced back to the death of 
Caden, my student and the 15-year-old son of our friends who 
host the Sunday evening group (Rob and Kristi). After Caden's 
funeral, where Rob and Kristi glorified Jesus so powerfully 
through their grieving, a neighbor ran up to Rob's truck in tears 
saying he didn't know God like Rob knows God. That led to 
our Sunday evening group's launch. As Mark grew in the Lord, 
he was changed. One Sunday he hosted the group, inviting his 
family and friends to a party before group, hoping many of 
them would stay. That evening, his sister shared how grateful 
she was for the Bible study because her brother was a new man. 
It was Mark who brought Bob to the group, so Bob could hear 
the good news about Jesus for the first time and after months of 
being loved and hearing the word, he received Christ and was 
baptized.

The week leading up to baptism our own Gabriel prayed to 
receive Christ, not out of fear as he said he did two years ago, 
but out of desire to have relationship with Him. When we asked 
if he wanted to be baptized at our worship night, his eyes lit 
up and asked if he could be baptized with Bob. The next day 
as I spoke with Bob about the baptism and the conversation 
I had with Gabe, Bob's eyes lit up and he asked if they could 
be baptized together. The day of the baptism, Mark's daughter, 
Sophia, asked if she could be baptized as well. After Kristi spoke 

BMA Texas Missions cont.

▲ Timothy Alba 

▲ Abner Nunez

BMA TX MISSIONS continued on p. 15

▲ Rudy Villareal

▲ Kyle Cheatham

▲ Chris Driver

▲ Jose Gil

▲ Sunday school conference: teaching children breakout

▲ Sunday school conference: kitchen crew

▲ Monthly meeting of Bible study groups in a hotel

▲ Sunday school conference: teaching youth breakout
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2025 BMA OF AMERICA MEETING
WHEN: April 22-24, 2025
WHERE: Pathway Baptist Church, Waxahachie

2025 SOAR STUDENT CONFERENCE
WHEN: July 2-4, 2025
WHERE: Loews Arlington Hotel, Arlington, Texas

2025 BMA OF TEXAS MEETING
WHEN: Nov. 17-18, 2025
WHERE: Pathway Baptist Church, Waxahachie

MIKE WAITS, SR has retired as pastor of First, Crandall

AVAILABLE MINISTRY POSITIONS
PASTOR—First Missionary, Terrell is seeking a bivocational pastor. 
contact Bro. Buddy Sadler at 469- 410-0468. TFN

PASTOR—Hubbard Chapel, Quitman is seeking a bivocational 
pastor. Send resume to Donnie Hutchison, 232 RCR 4310, Point, 
Texas 75472 or to Yellerbuzzard70@gmail.com. Call 903-598-2520 
for more information. The church is located at FM 778 and CR 
2590, near Quitman. 5/25

PASTOR—First, Flynn is seeking a full-time pastor. For information, 
email embry936@gmail.com. The church's address is P.O. Box 13, 
Flynn, Texas 77855. 5/25

PASTOR—First, Crandall is seeking a bivocational pastor.  
Resumes, including references, may be emailed to diane.
guerra51@gmail.com or mailed to FBC P.O. Box 207 Crandall, TX 
75114.  For more information, call or text 972-839-0410. 5/25

YOUTH MINISTRY LEADER—First, Palmer is seeking a full-time 
youth ministry leader. For more information, email Pastor Gary 
Southard at pastor@fbcpalmer.org. TFN

PASTOR—Bethel, Clayton is seeking a pastor. Send resume to Joe 
Ogden, 563 CR183, Carthage, Texas 75633 or call 903-692-0000. 
A parsonage is available for the pastor. The church is located at 
160 CR1521, Clayton. Jerry Phillips is currently serving as interim 
pastor. TFN

Are you ready to discover what it means to live On 
Purpose for Jesus Christ? Join hundreds of students from 
across the country at SOAR 2025, a three-day Christian 
youth conference happening at Loews Arlington Hotel in 
Arlington July 2-4, 2025.

This year’s theme, On Purpose, is all about stepping 
boldly into God’s calling and learning to live every moment 
for His glory. Whether you’re searching for direction or 
fired up to go deeper in your walk with Christ, SOAR is 
your space to grow, connect and be challenged in powerful 
ways.

We’re thrilled to welcome back Andy Comer as our main 
speaker—get ready for truth-packed messages that will 
move your heart and stir your faith. Sarah and Jordan Bowen 
will return to emcee, bringing the energy, encouragement 

and fun we all love. Plus, we’re excited to hear from Gavin 
Roberts, BMA Church Planter in Utah, during our missions 
session, as he shares how God is working in hard places and 
how you can be part of His mission.

You’ll also get two breakout sessions, where you can 
choose to attend sessions on 10 unique topics like Authentic 
Worship, Intentional Prayer, How to Study and Love God’s 
Word and more.

Registration closes June 2nd, so don’t wait! 
**$140 per person**

Register your youth group today at soarconference.com 
to secure your spot, check out the schedule, and get all the 
details.

Come ready to worship, learn, and leave changed. SOAR 
2025—it’s time to live On Purpose.

By DONNY PARRISH
BMAA Conference Director

Live On Purpose at SOAR 2025

with her to make sure she understood the gospel, she was excited 
to be baptized with Bob and Gabe. What a gift to be baptized 
with the man Gabe saw come to group, wrestle with Christ, 
receive Christ and now commit to following Him with his life. 
The three were baptized together, Bob in the middle, holding 
each child's hand on either side. What a gift for a man who never 
married and never had children. What a gracious God!
Prayer Needs:

Please pray for our new group that will be launching soon, 
for our new believers to grow deeply in the Lord, for our favor 
with the community and neighbors as we build relationships and 
for our ministry opportunities with local missions to refugees 
and internationals.

BMA Texas Missions cont.

▲ Rob, a host home leader, preaches about joy in suffering as our baptism 
candidates sit on the front row

▲ Rob, Kristi and I baptize our three new members of Christ' family

Heith Mitchell is the director of BMA of Texas Missions. 
Contact him at P.O. Box 73, Waxahachie, Texas 75168, 
972-923-0757 or hmitchell@bmatexas.org. For more 
information, visit www.bmatexasmissions.org.
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Get a FREE EMAIL subscription 
with your paid mail subscription

Don’t miss any more news from Baptist Progress!

If you subscribe by mail, you have no idea how much 
news you are missing from your informing and 
equipping ministry, Baptist Progress.

Because we care that you get all the news, we are 
now o� ering a free email subscription with every 
mail subscription to Baptist Progress. 

In addition to the e-News Update, on the weeks 
a newspaper is not published, you will receive 
late-breaking news from BMA departments, 
conference and workshop information, 
death announcements and more via email 
with this free subscription.

To take advantage of this opportunity 
to add a free email subscription to 
your mail subscription, contact Lisa 

Maynard at lisa@bmatexas.org or 
call 972-923-0756 today. 

There is no reason to ever 
miss any BMA news again. 
Contact her today!

The Baptist Missionary Loan Association (BMLA), a ministry of the Baptist Missionary Association of Texas, 
offers loans to churches for everything from land and building purchases, to additions and renovations.

Why consider a loan with BMLA?

We specialize in church building projects.
Since 1953, BMLA has provided loans for churches of the Baptist Missionary Association of Texas. No one 
understands the needs and goals of BMA congregations and related ministries better than BMLA. Recently, 
BMLA was authorized by the churches of the Baptist Missionary Association of Texas to offer loans to any BMA 
church in the United States. 

We offer competitive rates and terms.
Unlike many commercial lending institutions, BMLA can save your congregation thousands of dollars by 
requiring minimal closing costs and offering competitive rates.

Faithful stewardship finances our loans.
The money invested in BMLA by congregations and individuals finance our loans for building projects and 
land purchases.

For more information, visit bmla.org.
If you are ready, you may apply for a loan online at bmla.org. 

If you have more questions, call us at 972-923-0758.

We look forward to helping you make your dreams come true!

BMLA, P.O. Box 425, Waxahachie, Texas 75168
www.bmla.org


