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LEGACY MISSIONARIES
HONORED

2024 BMA of America Meeting

held in Bransor

A BMA Global Missions Missionary Commissioning Service

By JERRY FULTON
Baptist Progress Director/Editor

Messengers from BMA churches gathered at Chateau on the Lake, a
resort outside of Branson, Missouri April 16-18. Of those attending were
206 churches, 438 messengers and 122 visitors.

This year, the meeting began on a
Tuesday evening, as opposed to the
traditional Monday evening, with a concert
by Point of Grace. A message by BMA of
America President, Dr. Clif Johnson, pastor
of Garrett Memorial Baptist Church in
Hope, Arkansas, followed the concert. His
message was titled, “No King But Christ,”
which was also the theme of the meeting.

Coordinating Council recommendations
were presented and discussed after the
president’s message. Much discussion

took place concerning the first two

recommendations which were to no longer 4 Dr. Clif Johnson
elect department directors annually and
to authorize the Nominating Committee to nominate Coordinating
Committee members and Missions Advisory Committee members.
These two recommendations did not pass when they were voted on
the following day. However, the other recommendations from the
Coordinating Council were approved which includes changing the
number of trustees for BMA Financial Services from 15 to 9 members
and providing an annual orientation for the chairman of each department
and agency.

New officers elected for the 2024-2025 associational year are Charles

Johnson, president; Gary O’Neal, first vice president; Dustin Wisely,
second vice president; Greg Medenwald, Randy Shepherd and Randy
Murphy, recording clerks.

Perhaps the sweetest portion of the meeting is the Legacy Missionaries
Ceremony. Missionaries honored this year were David and Shelley
Dickson and Bill and Jeanette Gibson. New missionaries presented at
this year’s meeting were Jarred Etheridge who will be serving in South
Africa and Safa Banosh who will ministering to Arabic-speaking people
in Phoenix, Arizona.

James Schoenrock, pastor of Sheppard
Drive, Euless, preached the annual message
title, “The Anchor Holds,” Tuesday
evening. The annual message in 2025 will
be preached by Gary O’Neal of Arkansas.
Mike Goodwin, of Arkansas, was elected as
the alternate annual speaker.

Reports from each BMA of America
department and agency were presented on
the last day of the meeting. All reports are
available at BMAAmerica.org. A copy of
the 2024 Reports and Recommendations
Booklet may be downloaded on the website.

The 2025 meeting will once again meet
at Pathway Baptist Church (formerly Farley
Street Baptist Church), Waxahachie.

See more highlights of the 2024 BMA of America Meeting
throughout this issue.

A James Schoenrock
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Anniversary Offering

By JERRY FULTON

Last week, we mailed information to every BMA of Texas
church concerning our Anniversary Offering which we will
receive in June. Baptist Progress is celebrating 112 years of
ministry this year! Usually, we request $1 for every year of
ministry we are celebrating. However, donations this year
are not meeting our budgetary needs. We are way behind on
donations.

Therefore, we are asking churches to receive a special
offering this year to help us catch up. Typically, our Anniversary
Offering totals around $10,000. But we have set a loftier goal
of $20,000 in mind for this year’s offering.

Will you help us meet this goal by receiving a special
offering for Baptist Progress during the month of June?

Please mail offerings to:
Baptist Progress

PO Box 2085
Waxahachie, Texas 75168

A Jerry Fulton

Bafszf Pw?@m
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Holmes honored
for 25 years as
BMA Seminary

president

By JERRY FULTON
Baptist Progress Director/Editor

For the past
25 years, Dr.
Charley Holmes
has served as
the president of
BMA Seminary.
During that time,
the seminary’s
enrollment
has greatly
increased, the
school’s debt
has been retired
and new degree
plans have been offered. During his tenure, he
has traveled with students of the seminary to
various parts of the world training pastors and
preaching the gospel. But at the conclusion
of the seminary’s commencement service this
month, Holmes will retire as president.

A Dr. Charley Holmes
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He served as speaker for the event and was
presented with gifts by Dr. Philip Attebery,
vice president and dean of the school.

Holmes was also honored with a reception
at the seminary May 3. As this editor stood
in the Gregson Center of BMA Seminary,
memories unfolded in his mind of the impact
BMA Seminary and Dr. Charley Holmes
made on his life, especially in the area of
expository preaching.

During the reception, Holmes stated,
“Don’t worry about me. I’m not going
anywhere but down the hall to the right that I
occupied 25 years ago.”

He will continue as the seminary’s
development officer (a position he once held)
and professor following his retirement.
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A word from your Missions Office

By HEITH MITCHELL

On May 3-4 the BMA hosted the annual Hispanic Men’s
Conference at Daniel Springs Camp. This conference
has been going on for years but I don’t believe it has ever
been this well attended. There were over 150 men from 23
churches at the conference. Elvis Garcia did a wonderful job
putting it on. The theme this year was Men of Conviction.

The BMA is blessed with men of conviction who are
examples of meekness. These men played soccer, cut up, and
took prayer, worship, and the word very seriously. I like our
BMA family.

A word from your missionaries

BRAD HOLCOMB—
REDEMPTION HILL FT. WORTH
BRAD@REDEMPTIONHILLFW.ORG

We are seeing more and
more people evangelize their
neighbors. We are connecting
with many neighborhood
guests. In July, we are hosting
our first-ever Vacation Bible
School. Our whole church is

excited about the opportunities
to bring the gospel to our ‘A BradHolcomb

neighbors in this way. I would ask you all to pray for wisdom
for our leadership and church regarding our ability and
willingness to engage one another in hard conversations but
to do so with love. We err on the side of non-confrontation

and that can lead to underlying frustrations. We all desire and
are committed to stepping into this space, but I do pray for
wisdom.

Prayer Needs:

Our family’s health (physical and spiritual)

That God would save these neighbors we’ve connected
with recently

JOSE GIL—
PROYECTO MISIONERO “LIDIA”
JOSEDARIO.GIL@GMAIL.COM

We have been training
church members as cell
leaders. Heith Mitchell, BMA
Texas Missions director,
joined us and preached during
the certification of volunteers
to lead discipleship cells.

A Jose Gil

JAIME GARCIA—
IGLESIA BAUTISTA NUEVA VIDA MISSION IN GILMER
JAIME.GARCIA2911@GMAIL.COM

This month, we planned a
children’s day activity with
great enthusiasm. I am very
happy about the involvement
of all the brothers and some
young people who prepared
games and helped with food.
God is working in your hearts.

A Jaime Garcia
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Prayer Needs:

The group of young people who will be raising funds by
doing various activities to be able to travel to the SOAR in
Dallas

HAITAO HE—
FREE SALVATION BIBLE MISSION IN CORPUS CHRISTI
HAITAO.HE@BMATS.EDU

This month we had a friend
with a Hindu background.
Now she is around several
Christian friends and happily
hangs out with them and even
goes to their prayer meeting.
Soon they will be talking
about their belief, worldview
and purpose of life. God has
sent someone to remind Christians that they had a Great
Commission to fulfill. I love what happened with our group.
It is a challenge to talk about faith and to do evangelical work
and it is also a great opportunity for growing faith and skill.

Prayer Needs:

That the Holy Spirit will fill our people to do evangelic
work and be strengthened by this work

A Haitao He

JAIME HENRIQUEZ—
FUENTE DE VIDA ETERNA MISSION IN TOMBALL
DAIRYJENY@YAHOO.COM
Here at the Source of
Eternal Life Baptist Church,
things are moving forward
with some challenges and
struggles, but the work
continues. This month, we
welcomed a new brother into
the faith, two completed their
discipleship studies and we
had a total of 10 first-time visitors. We are glad to be part
of the work of the Lord and the family of BMA of Texas
churches. Thank you for your prayers and financial support.

A Jamie Henriquez

BMA TX MISSIONS continued on p. 15
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An Expression of Everlasting Love

Many of our friends choose to honor or remember a
family member, a friend, or an associate with a gift for
the children of the Baptist Home. Texas Baptist Home for
Children, in turn, notifies the appropriate person. Listed
in capital letters are those honored or remembered from
April 1-30, 2024.

ENDOWMENTS

MYRA STOKES: Bill Stokes

HONORARIUMS

PAULINE SHIRLEY: Southlake Baptist Church,

Waxahachie; Charles Sebring

SIPE FAMILY: Rhonda Sipe

MEMORIALS

BETTY LOU WILSON: James & Lana Hazlett & family;
Joan & Lee Clark; Sherry & Wayne Price & family; Jackie
& Tinker Webb & family; Robert & Janeth Stiller; Debbie
Payne; Philip & Lori Blevins

BILL BRASHER: Colby Dickson

BILLY W. KEELING: Billy Keeling

BOBBIE LEEDIKER BROWN: Frieda Smith
BUDDY & LULU HAZELL: Cheryl Briscoe

DEAN FRANKUM: Rosewood Baptist Church, Gilmer;

Leon & Priscilla McCauley

DUANE & CHARLOTTE TURNER: Wayne & Elaine Herring
EDDIE BYRD: Darinda Medcalf

GENE LINDSTROM: Andy & Nell McCuistion

JIMMY WHISENHUNT: Charles & Charlotte Johnson
KAYLA TURNER: Terry & Patti Hooper

LARRY ANGLIN: Karen Anglin

LOVITA OUIMET: James Ouimet

OPAL H. PATE: Ann Rose

RICHARD MEECE: Carol Cline & Family

TED & FRIEDA STANLEY: Neva McLaughlin
WELDON SENN: Georgia Senn

WININA FOLEY: Brenda McKinnie; Ann Stone

Focus on foster care

I am excited to introduce you to Staci Beck, TBHC’s Clinical Director. She is a fellow adoptive parent and former
foster parent. The month of May is important to us. It is Foster Care Awareness Month. I hope you’ll take a few
minutes to read as she challenges and inspires us to take action. —Jason Curry

By STACI BECK

TBHC Clinical Director in Foster Care

Each year, there are around 31,000 children in
conservatorship in Texas. That is 31,000 children separated
from their families with 40 percent of those children separated
from their siblings as well. Of those 31,000 children, only 40
percent are reunited with their parents. These statistics
are incredibly heartbreaking.

For many, these are just statistics and other than a glance
and passing sympathy, they are forgotten. But for each one
of these children this is a real, tangible pain they are living.
Children and families are made in God’s image and deserve
the chance to heal and be made whole. God did not design
families to be separated. God’s original intent was for
families to be together and commune with Him.

There are many reasons why children come into care,
however, most families deserve the chance to regain custody
of their children by completing assigned services and
receiving support from the local church and other agencies.
Children deserve to be cared for by loving foster parents
while they are waiting for their parents to get the help they
need so they can be reunited and be better than before.

The church has a unique opportunity to step in to the most
difficult situations and be Jesus to people who are suffering.
The church can work on the preventative side as well as with
family-based safety services to provide tangible needs and
support for families that are struggling. Members can build
relationships with at-risk families to help provide a support
system.

The church can encourage families and individuals
to foster with the goal of reunification. Christian foster
families can support biological parents as they complete
assigned services, pray for them, invite them to church and
ultimately share the gospel with them and lead them to
faith in Christ. This is the greatest opportunity to not just

change one child’s life but to be
instrumental in changing a whole
family’s trajectory. The church
cansupportcurrent foster families
with meals, donating items,
mowing lawns/household
projects, babysitting and helping
transport to parent visits.

TBHC had one foster
family rally their church in
providing furniture, food
and other necessities for a
biological grandmother so she could be able to take care of
her grandchildren. Because of the church’s involvement,
three children were able to be reunited with a loving
relative and have still maintained a relationship with their
former foster family. Another foster family continued to
share the gospel with their foster child and the biological
mother and after they were reunified, both mother and
daughter became Christians and were baptized. Another
foster family connected with the aunt their foster children
were going to live with and introduced that family to a
local church member who is building a relationship with
the family so the foster children can continue attending
church.

These are the stories that show how the church can
come together to help make families whole again.

Fostering to reunify is an important goal. We need more
families to be willing to step into the heart of foster care
and allow God to work miracles in the lives of biological
families. Our hope and prayer is that more biological
families will see healing and restoration and families being
reunited.

A Staci Beck

4 | May 2024



Jacksonville College Student Awards

By DAVID ERICKSON, Ph.D.

Jacksonville College President

At Jacksonville College we are so blessed with a wonderful
student body. God has sent us so many hardworking, stellar
young people. It is an honor to teach them and train them so
that they may live transformed lives that will change their
churches, communities and the world.

Last month, the Jacksonville College community gathered
together to honor a few of our students who have done
exceptionally well this school year. We are incredibly proud
of these students.

2023 SERVICE AWARDS

Jordyn Herring received the Dr. Mike and Susan Smith
Servant Leadership Award. In honor of former president Dr.
Mike Smith and his wife Susan, it is given to a freshman
student that displays a heart for servant leadership along with
academic achievement and moral integrity.

Brandon Jimenez received the Curtis Carroll Award. In
memory of former president Curtis Carroll, it is given to a
sophomore student who exemplifies the highest of Christian
behavior, is involved in campus and community activities,
and is characterized by a good attitude and high standard of
conduct.

Massimo Moretti received the C.R. Meadows Award.
In memory of former president and longtime pastor C.R.
Meadows, it is given by the current president to a student
who exudes academic excellence and high moral integrity.

2023-2024 ACADEMIC AWARDS
These students have been chosen for displaying high
achievement in a particular discipline:
Art: Bupe Malamula
Bible: Natalia Anchondo
Biology: Brandon Jimenez
Business: William Haberfield
Chemistry: Karim Nasir
Economics: Josch Schuck
Education: Cecilia Sanchez
English: Harrison Blaylock
Government: Brandon Jimenez
History: Jason Gwillim
Humanities: Xiadani Islas
Learning Frameworks: Jayden King
Mathematics: Silvio Xavier de Morais
Philosophy: Dallas Mobley
Physical Education: Anthony Riggans
Psychology: Diana Godines Pena
Sociology: Kiara Freeman
Spanish: Ximena Gonzalez
Speech: Payton Bragg

2023-2024 MVPS
These awards highlight the Most Valuable Player on each
sport team:
Men’s Basketball: Anthony Riggans
Women’s Basketball: Grace Okih
Men’s Cross Country: Brandon Jimenez
Women’s Cross Country: Taylor Gutierrez
Men’s Golf: Blake Turner
Women’s Golf: Xiadani Islas
Men’s Soccer: Kaan Celebi and Filippo Spagnesi
Women’s Soccer: Diana Godines
Men’s Tennis: Macarthur Swain
Women’s Tennis: Nana Kusumoto
Men’s Track and Field: Christian Cobb
Women’s Track and Field: Aaliyah Haugh

2023-2024 STUDENT AWARDS

The students at Jacksonville College nominate and elect
the recipients of these awards:

Most Talented: Porter Dotson, Nana Kusumoto

Best School Spirit: Jason Gwillim, Nana Kusumoto

Freshman Class Favorite: Lexi Allison, Jacob Martinez.
Silvio Xavier de Morais

Sophomore Class Favorite: Brandon Jimenez, Kira Lehner

Favorite Employee: Coach Daniel Leatherman

A President David Erickson presents the Dr. Mike and Susan
Smith Student Leadership Award to freshman Jordyn Herring.

A President David Erickson presents the Curtis Carroll Award to
sophomore Brandon Jimenez.

A History Professor Brett Eckles presents the History Award to
sophomore Jason Gwillim.
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Encouraging messages during Branson meeting

By PAUL GAUNTT

Baptist Progress Correspondent

Many attendees of the 75th Annual Sessions of the Baptist
Missionary Association of America remarked about the encouraging
and practical messages that were delivered during the general
sessions by President Clif Johnson, Kirk Shelton and James
Schoenrock. Some excerpts of those messages are below:

In his opening address, Dr. Clif Johnson issued a strong
challenge to the body of BMA Baptists, using Ephesians 1:19-23 as
his text, and emphasizing the truth that Christ, Who was resurrected
from the grave, reigns over His church today.

Johnson who is pastor of Garrett Memorial of Hope, Arkansas
and is into his second term as moderator of the national association,
gave his opening address at 7 p.m., Tuesday, April 16 to a capacity
crowd in the conference center of the Chateau on the Lake in
Branson, Missouri. His message was titled, “The Immeasurable
Greatness of God’s Power Toward the Believer.”

Johnson noted that the resurrected and reigning Christ
is over all things and that as the resurrected, reigning One, He is
Head over the church. He read the text, which said, “. . .what is
the immeasurable greatness of His power toward us who believe,
according to the working of his great might that he worked in Christ
when he raised him from the dead and seated him at his right hand
in the heavenly places far above all rule and authority and power
and dominion and above every name that is named not only in this
age, but also in the one to come. He put all things under his feet, and
gave him as head over all things to the church which is His Body the
fullness him who fills all in all.”

Johnson said there is no king over the world but the resurrected
and reigning Christ, saying, “If we don’t remember this, we will
walk around defeated, lackluster, unmotivated, or we will run
headlong into battle—into trying to make disciples—into trying
to plant churches, ill-equipped with our own strength and faulty,
earthly (efforts).”

During the 1:30 pm session of the association Wednesday,
Kirk Shelton, pastor of Calvary of Fayetteville, Arkansas, dealt
with some of the issues facing the church at Philippi, choosing
Philippians 2:1-11 as his text. He characterized the church as, at
first glance, one of the least troubled churches to whom Paul had
ever written. Nevertheless, it was a church in grave danger of their
fellowship issues and the fellowship was beginning to fragment.

“It was not over false doctrine. It was not over unconfessed
sin. It was over different ways of looking at how to do the work of
God,” Shelton said. “These were faithful people. They had worked
alongside Paul much earlier in planting and nurturing this church,
but now they did not agree with how to do the work of God. Paul
knew that they needed to know that this could cause them to lose
their effectiveness, to lose their witness, and to lose their faithfulness
to Christ quicker than just about anything else.”

Shelton reminded the body that a great truth about the
components that earmarked the ministry of Philippi.

“We need to remember that the attraction of the early church was
not their band; and it was not their building as wonderful as those
things are. It was not their political influence, nor their creativity.
The great attraction of the first church like Antioch, Philippi and
other places was their spiritual influence that resulted in changed
lives. They turned the world upside down by turning individual lives
right-side-up.

His message, taken from the first 11 verses of Philippians 2, dealt
with (1) a word of encouragement; (2) a word of exhortation, and
(3) a word of example.

“There is the encouragement of Christ, the comfort from
His love, your partnership in the Spirit and with one another,

there is affection and there is sympathy. Brethren, our unity and
encouragement in Christ in our churches comes from the highest
common denominator of all, the Father in Heaven above us. Jesus
the only begotten Son of God before us, the Holy Spirit within us,
and the Word of God that guides us.We have brothers and sisters
in Christ. We’ve received not only the common grace of God
spread abroad to our hearts, but we have been recipients of the
particular grace of God that has called us unto Himself and singled
us out before eternity began and revealed to us through the Word
and through the Spirit. We are the called-out people of God—the
Church of the Living God—the Pillar and ground of truth, and we
have never been forsaken. And, we will never be.”

Shelton spoke of the sovereign power of God over the lives of
His people.

“Our lives are being shaped even now,” he said. “I know that
many of you, like me, are looking back to more of your ministry
than you are looking forward. I know that, Lord willing, for many of
us our time perhaps is short. I have come to the time and place that
I 'hope it is. I'm ready for Jesus to come, aren’t you? I can’t think of
a problem I have that wouldn’t be fixed if He came today! And I
think that may even fit some of you, too. We have the King of kings
and Lord of lords, who is shaping, forming, and directing our lives.
He makes no mistakes. He’s not trying to figure things out. He’s not
reacting to circumstances He didn’t expect—as someone has said,
‘Has it ever occurred to you that nothing has ever occurred to Him?”
He’s in control of every beat of our hearts—every breath that we
breath. Are you ever tempted to quit, to give up—to throw in the
towel and walk away? Or just as bad if not worse, are you tempted
to keep on when your heart is no longer in it?

Shelton encouraged the body to finish strong and not to give up
- not to let up because of the encouragement that we have in Christ,
especially through the fellowship of His church.

During the Wednesday evening session, James Schoenrock,
pastor of Sheppard Drive of Euless, preached the annual message,
“The Anchor Holds In the Light and the Ministry of Joshua.”

Joshua was successor to Moses. There was never a greater
prophet among man than Moses. Moses didn’t begin his ministry
until he was 80—and if you remember at 40, he got into a little
trouble there in Egypt and he had to leave Dodge! (you didn’t know
that used to be in Egypt)

Schoenrock shared how Moses, who was lost in the wilderness,
tended the sheep of a man named Jethro, who became his father-
in-law. One day out on the mountain, God told him to take off his
sandals, because he was standing on holy ground, and he gave
Moses the assignment of returning to Egypt where he had been 40
years earlier.

As believers, we know that God is in control of a little piece
of property that was given to Abraham. Jacob went down into
Egypt, and God brought him out and said, I want to give you a land
flowing with milk and honey. God’s plan is always the best.

God had a plan for Joshua’s life. Joshua 1:1-9 says that God
had a plan for Joseph’s life. He was born in slavery there in Egypt.
Likewise we were born into slavery of sin and bondage. Joshua was
delivered from both slavery and by death by the blood. Remember
the Passover night and the freedom that came about through the
efforts of Moses with God’s direction (Exodus 12). Apply the blood
to the lintels of the doorposts, and when I see the blood, I will pass
over you.

I’'m glad the Lord has done that for us. Now God’s plan for
Joshua’s life is revealed. After Moses died, Joshua was raised as
the leader. Not only did God speak to Moses, but He also spoke

to Joshua. Joshua would have never imagined that he would reach
that position. He was the best second man you could ever have. He
didn’t try to run ahead. He was an humble man.

But God always has a plan. God has a good plan. God has a plan
that you can know, a plan that you can get in on by total surrender.
Are you in on God’s plan today? The anchor holds! God gave
Joshua a plan for every situation. “I will not fail thee, nor forsake
thee.” What a promise! God’s Word was to be the secret of his
success.

Letter from
BMA of America president

Dear Churches of the BMA of America:

I'am very humbled at your recent
vote to elect me as your president
this year. This is not an office I
desired, but I accept it as God's will
and direction. I pledge to you to do
my best with the Lord's help and
guidance. I ask of you the same two
things asked of the churches I have
pastored: 1) remember I am human
and 2) be sure to pray for me.

I was born in 1952 to godly
parents who started their married
life in 1930 as tenant farmers in east Texas. I graduated from
Jacksonville College in 1972 and worked in teaching, coaching,
maintenance and administrative positions in public schools for 40
years while also serving as a bivocational pastor. Since 2015, I have
been in the full-time pastorate.

In 1972, God gave me a top-notch helpmate when I married
Charlotte Harrell a "P-K" whose daddy, Melvin Harrell, was a
longtime, faithful BMA pastor in the Wood County, Liberty and
Hopkins County Associations in northeast Texas. We have been
blessed with a son, Dr. David Johnson, of Tyler, a daughter and
son-in-law, Mary Ann and Brian Mauk, who are both educators
and church youth directors and two granddaughters Triniti and Allie
Mauk.

I was saved at age 12 during a revival meeting held by Bro.
Mike Reed. I surrendered to preach at age 16 during a revival
meeting held by my uncle Don Hymer. I was ordained to the gospel
ministry in March 1971 while attending school in Jacksonville. I
have been privileged to serve as pastor of three BMA churches in
the past 53 years and am going on year 40 at my current field at
Rosewood, Gilmer. I have been in the BMA my entire earthly life
plus nine months! My grandmother Zelma Hymer was a messenger
in 1950 at Lakeland, Florida, when the BMA (then NABA) was
formed. I love and believe in the work and ministries of the BMA
at all levels.

Please mark your calendars for April 22-24, 2025, which
will be our next annual national association meeting at Pathway,
Waxahachie (formerly Farley Street, Waxahachie). Preliminary
plans are already being developed around a theme of the importance
of local churches.

A Charles Johnson

Brotherly,
Charles Johnson
BMA of America President
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WHEN CULTURE AND CHRISTIANITY MEET

By Dr. John David Smith
President
bmaglobal.org

wo fish were passing each other, and one asked, “How’s the water?” The other
responded, “T don’t know. I just swim in it”
Our view of culture many times is the same. We really do not

understand culture, even our own culture . . . we just swim in it. For this
reason, often we are unknowingly dominated by our culture. The greater culture infiltrates
our churches in ways contrary to scripture. We do not know how to speak the gospel into
current culture, and we are imprisoned in antiquated methods that reflect a culture from
times gone by.

There is never a time the gospel enters a cultural vacuum; there is always an existing
culture in every place the gospel arrives. The relationship between the gospel and culture
is less about the first time gospel and culture meet and more about the developing
relationship in each locale.

Culture can be defined as an integrated system of learned patterns of behavior, ideas,
and products that offer coping mechanisms (Hiebert). The interpretation of that definition
is that culture is learned behaviors, not genetic predispositions. Culture fits nicely into a
system that is a whole and not merely random parts; one of culture’s primary functions is to
provide coping mechanisms whereby we live in our culture like swimming in water. We do
not really think about it, we just live in it as naturally as breathing.

Culture has been likened to an iceberg. Much of an iceberg is under the surface of the
water; however, we tend to judge the iceberg solely on the part that is visible. Similarly, we
visit a new culture and declare that
all people are basically the same all
over the world. That is true from the
observation of the part of culture that
is “above the water line”

However, the deeper realities
of culture are not seen in a brief
visit and/or superficial analysis.

That is why cross-cultural mission
practitioners have to learn languages,
discover worldviews, uncover values,
and pay close attention to behaviors
in order to understand and function
in a different culture. All of the

bold verbs in the previous sentence
indicate that the process of adapting
to a new culture is an arduous
endeavor which demands great
energy and time, hence the demands
of the process of adjusting to a new
culture.

Three primary areas must be
considered in the gospel/culture
relationship. First, worldview is the
lens through which we view the
world. It is our default setting to
reality. In the Sermon on the Mount,
Jesus started with the Beatitudes.
Blessed are the poor in spirit for
theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
Blessed are those who mourn, for
they will be comforted. Jesus is not
simply providing propositional truth

here for rote memorization. He is challenging the dominant worldview of his disciples’ day
... areligious/works-based righteousness that was man-centered through Judaism. All of
this was packaged into the reality of a foreign invader that brought about a cultural identity
issue and a longing for hope among first century Jews. You must know worldview in order
to communicate the gospel more effectively.

Another area of culture that must be addressed is communication. Jesus demonstrated
his ability to communicate in his culture by using parables. He always used key examples
from his culture such as fishing, farming, shepherding, etc. He communicated through the
cultural system of the rabbinical method where the rabbi would choose a small group of
men to teach and train at one time.

The last area we will mention is that of building relationships in a cultural context.
Jesus was perhaps most counter-cultural in his relationships. He both chastised the
Pharisees and accepted their dinner invitations. He left many scratching their heads in the
way he treated and conversed with women in public. Perhaps most challenging was his
culturally frowned-upon friendships with “sinners” of all types. He constantly challenged
the existing culture in relationships, personal identity, and inherent value of individuals
with parables, such as the publican and the Pharisee and the parable of the good Samaritan.

Next time, we will take our conversation on culture beyond the meeting with the
gospel as discussed when the gospel and culture collide.
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REACHING THE UNREACHED IN THE 10/40 WINDOW

By Sean Richards
Director of Mobilization
bmaglobal.org

hen you think of church plant-

ers serving in the hardest-to-

reach places, are you imagining

Americans moving to those
places, learning the local language, building relation-
ships and planting a church? Unfortunately, in most
cases that’s not a real possibility. Let’s first consider
the realities of those hardest-to-reach places and how
those realities affect our strategy as Americans to
reach the people living there.

The Hard Places

When we think “hardest to reach.” we shouldn’t
think in terms of remoteness. I say this having served
as a missionary in a location that was extremely re-
mote. No; “hardest to reach” isn’t about remoteness.

It’s about access. Generally speaking, the majority

of the world’s unreached people groups reside in a
geographic region located in or around a window be-
tween ten and forty degrees north latitude spanning
from North Africa through Asia. Not all countries

or areas in this region are included, while some just
outside of the boundaries are. In all, missiologists
surmise there are 68 countries that make up the
revised 10/40 window region.

The people in this region predominantly consist
of Muslims, Hindus, Buddhists, Unreligious, and
Animists (tribal spirit belief systems). Another
consideration is that many of the countries included
do not look favorably on the USA and often have the
most hostile governments toward Christianity. Of the
50 worst countries for Christian persecution, 45 reside in the 10/40 window.

These locations are often challenging for Americans to even exist without inherent
suspicion from the community and government. Because of the scrutiny that would arise
from simply living there, the idea of an American planting a church in such a context is
unrealistic at best.

One might assume that the people in this region represent a relatively small propor-
tion of the world’s population compared to people who already have access to the good
news. However, the truth couldn’t be more contrary; the combined populations of these 68
countries represent two-thirds of the entire global population.

As Christ followers seeking to fulfill the Great Commission, we cannot ignore the hard
places just because we can't do it ourselves. No, we must take action but do so strategically.
We have been blessed to be a blessing! The resources Christ followers have in America are
too great to keep on the sidelines. We need to leverage the tools and resources we have been
blessed with to do our part in fulfilling the Great Commission.

Working Behind the Scenes

As Americans we must prioritize faithfulness over receiving the credit in order to
reach those in the 10/40 window region. We must adapt our strategies and focus our time
and resources into equipping and sending missionaries from the places traditionally con-
sidered our mission field. There are countless potential missionaries that fill churches all
throughout the global south and countries near the 10/40 window region.

We need to strategically partner with those churches and believers to equip and send

them to serve in the places we cannot.

This requires a focused effort to mobilize those brothers and sisters abroad to go to the
10/40 window region, train and equip them with the skills and knowledge needed to serve
in those contexts, and help financially support them to serve in the places where we cannot
go.

This does NOT mean we should stop sending Americans abroad. We definitely must
continue to send our own people to the places we are able to go. Additionally, we should
send our own to train and equip our brothers and sisters from other countries to make
disciples where we are unable— specifically, the 10/40 window region. Once we are able to
do that, we can use our resources to partner with these frontier workers as they fulfill the
Great Commission by going to the hardest to reach places.

To the Finish

I am fully convinced this is how we will be able to effectively reach the unreached in
the 10/40 window region. The road is long and challenging. In all likelihood, we will be
unable to see the work completed with our own eyes. However, it is not always our role to
finish the race. Sometimes it’s our job to run our leg well so we can pass the baton to the
person who will finish. Sometimes it’s our job to be the coach who prepares the runners.

Many of us will need to be sponsors whose role is to invest in the team so they can
train, go, and run the race abroad.

Regardless of our individual responsibilities to the team, we are all called to play our
parts in a manner worthy of our Lord Jesus Christ.

8 | May 2024



REACHING THE UNRESPONSIVE IN EUROPE

By Larry Wood
Regional Coordinator for Europe
bmaglobal.org

ave you ever considered the challenge of spreading the gospel across

Europe? It’s an incredibly diverse continent with 44 unique countries, each

with its own language, cuisine, music, literature, and culture. It’s easy to

overlook the importance of understanding and respecting each country’s
culture when we're trying to reach out to them. But here’s the thing: To be effective in
sharing the gospel, we need dedicated missionaries willing to immerse themselves in the
culture, learn the language and customs, and develop an understanding of the ones they
have come to reach.

Building relationships and becoming friends with the locals is crucial, as opportunities
for gospel conversations arise when the relationships are nurtured. And let’s be honest:
Sharing the gospel in someone’s local language is essential in communicating the
message effectively. By learning the language and customs, you will prove yourself to be a
trustworthy and caring friend, and sharing the gospel will become a natural conversation
from one heart to another.

We sometimes forget Europe has a rich history of Christianity, with 76 percent of
people claiming
to be Christians.

Notable figures
such as Martin
Luther and Jan
Hus significantly
contributed

to modern
Christianity. To
forget or ignore
their history

is offensive

and can cause

a real setback

in relationship
building.
However,

today less than
one percent

of Europeans

are evangelical
Christians who
have placed their
faith solely in
Jesus Christ. The
growing influence
of secularism,
atheism, and
agnosticism has
led to a general
indifference
towards the
gospel. This
highlights the
urgency and
importance of
our mission to
share the gospel

and plant new churches throughout Europe.

But here’s the catch: Unlike other countries where missionaries can freely establish
churches, in Europe they must be registered with the government, and missionaries
must be members of legal churches approved by the government. To make an impact in
European countries, we need to adjust our approach. People in Europe want to know that
we're legitimate and qualified and that our actions align with our words. They don’t want to
be treated as mere numbers. Hence, our approach must be truthful and transparent to win
their trust.

Are you up for the challenge of reaching millions of people living in forty-four
different European countries who need to hear the gospel and see it lived out before them?
Let’s help them differentiate between a dead religion and a vibrant, personal relationship
with Jesus Christ. Let’s offer them hope in Jesus and help them see the contrast between a
hopeless, atheistic, secular life and the hope of life in Christ.

It’s time for missionaries to go to these countries to share the hope of Jesus Christ and
plant new churches for the glory of God.
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TRANSFORMED LIVES IN BURKINA FASO

By Emily Brantley
Lifeword
lifeword.org

ocated in West Africa, Burkina Faso is a primarily Muslim country that is

known for its political instability and the ongoing presence of Islamic militant

groups. Though the country’s constitution declares that individuals have the

right to religious freedom in Burkina Faso, terrorist groups have been known
to target places of worship and religious leaders in the country. Christian persecution is a
very real and dangerous reality that believers in Burkina Faso face.

Living in the capital city of Ouagadougou, Lifeword partner Emmanuel Nacoulma has
dedicated his life to sharing the hope and gospel of Jesus Christ with the lost in Burkina
Faso. Along with producing internet broadcasts to share the gospel in his country, Bro.
Emmanuel regularly travels outside of his city into rural areas to interact with and learn
about the cultures of the 60+ different ethnic groups that are found in Burkina Faso. Living
conditions in these rural areas are challenging. The Burkinabé people face little to no
access to education of any level, and 88% of rural communities lack sanitation.

The Muslim populations in these rural areas are very strict, and individuals live with
the threat of being disowned by their families and even physical harm if they convert to
Christianity. This was the case for one Muslim couple that Bro. Emmanuel met on one of
his trips.

The couple came from a devout Muslim family. After meeting Bro. Emmanuel and
hearing the gospel of Jesus from him, both husband and wife became believers. When their
families heard of their conversion to Christianity, they disowned them and even came and
burned down their home, destroying all of their possessions. The couple was devastated.
Being from a poor, rural community, they had no idea how they would survive.

But through the devastation, uncertainty, and loss, they remained faithful to the Lord
above all. They continued to give Him praise and glory and grow in Him daily.

Through Bro. Emmanuel, Jesus Christ radically changed their lives and gave them the
hope, grace, truth, and faith they needed to persevere through the persecution and danger
they would face. Now, they are sharing their story with other Muslims and showing them
how Jesus can save and change them.

Would you pray with us for our Lifeword partners around the world? They all have
similar stories of how the Lord is changing lives and saving the lost in their countries
through their ministries. Praise the Lord for His saving grace and transformative power!
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District WMA Reports

The Cherokee District WMA met at Sardis, Henderson April
7,2024.

President Cindy Allen called the meeting to order. Sue Willis
welcomed everyone, and Sheryl Rasberry assisted her in taking up
the offering. Special music was presented by Jerri Brandenberg.

Mrs. Cindy Allen, of Cornerstone, Jacksonville, presented a
devotion titled, “Memorials.” She referenced Joshua 4:1-7 and
discussed how each of us has stones in our lives that show the
power, care and provision of God. Just as the children of Israel
were to build a memorial to remember that God cut off the water
of the Jordan River so they could carry the Ark of the Covenant
across, we need to share our testimonies of God’s goodness with
those around us.

Business was taken care of - approving the last meeting’s
minutes and the treasurer’s report. Announcements:

* Any child below the 3™ grade may attend with adult
supervision the Texas Sunbeam House Party at Jacksonville
College June 28-29.

* The Texas WMA Ladies Retreat will be July 19-20 in
Conroe; early registration ends May 31.

* The BMA of Texas Meeting will take place in Jacksonville
Nov. 18-19.

Each church sent home-baked cookies wrapped in packages of
two for Jacksonville College and their students, and the cookies
were to be delivered by Cindy Allen. The next quarterly meeting
will be at Afton Grove, Jacksonville, July 9, and the outreach for
that quarter is to bring tissues and disinfectant wipes which will be
distributed to Jacksonville schools.

After prayer requests were shared, a dismissal prayer was
spoken by the president. The total attending was 11 members, one
pastor and three visitors.

The Liberty District WMA met at Latch, Gilmer April 13.
Sandra Kizer, president, called the meeting to order and read from
Psalm 119:1-4. The theme for the year is “Learning Through
God’s Creation,” and today’s theme is “Math in Nature.”

The welcome was given by Melissa Hailey, from Latch. After
the officer reports and business meeting, an interesting report was
brought by a guest, called J.W.

Teresa Gipson introduced the speaker, Johnnie Ross, to
present the program. Johnnie was a math teacher at Jacksonville
College for 23 years and can use math to bring out great truths
that most of us could not see without help. Johnnie presented an
interesting, informative and very inspiring program, titled, “Math
in Nature.” She presented a slide show to bring out the truths she
presented. While most of us cannot relate to the number names
mentioned, we can relate to the truths they represent. In her
presentation, some of her comments are as follows:

After a brief introduction, talking about the recent total
eclipse, and the predictability of eclipses due to God being in total
control of the universe, she showed how number patterns are also
predictable. Then she introduced a number pattern (the Fibonacci
sequence) that is closely related to the numerical value phi
(d), approximately 1.618033988, and also called the golden ratio.

It is her belief that God used this numerical value as a constant

while creating the universe. When we look at God’s work over
the six days of creation, we can find either the aforementioned
sequence or the value (®) in light (Day 1), water (Day 2), plant
life (Day 3), the heavenly bodies (Day 4), sea life and avians (Day
5), and animal, insect and human life (Day 6). For example, in
plant life, God has the numbers 3, 5, 8, 13, 21, ..., appear over and
over in the fruits and vegetables we see and handle daily as well as
in the pine trees and their cones that we have all around us. When
we observe the heavens, research has shown that the orbits of each
planet in our solar system is generally 1/® times as large as the
previous planet’s orbit. When we look at sea life, the chambered
nautilus is an incredible example of the golden spiral. And when
we look at insect life, we see that God made the genealogy of
bees follow the Fibonacci sequence. If all of this wasn’t enough to
convince the average person, when we look at humans, made in
the very image of God, we see that our body structure conforms to
the golden ratio, our brain is formed into a golden spiral and even
each block of our DNA is a golden rectangle.

God simply uses numbers to show once again, that He is over
all. Colossians 1:16 says, “For by Him were all things created,
that are in heaven, and that are in earth, visible and invisible,
whether they be thrones, or

Sunbeam house party — “Tis so Sweet!” Jacksonville
College. Register through the WMA website.

e July 19-20: Texas Ladies’ Retreat — Broken Crayons Still
Color, Northside Baptist Church, Conroe. Register by May
31 to guarantee a T-shirt.

e September 1: Deadline for nominations for state project.
Find submission forms on the Texas WMA website.

FOR MORE INFORMATION:

Visit our website at TexasWMA.com or
follow us on Facebook: Texas WMA.

Scan the QR code to link directly to
the website to access forms or for more
information.

SUPPORT OUR PROJECTS:
» State WMA: Jacksonville College chapel — new air
conditioning and roof. Goal $25,000.
* State GMA: Repair of Daniel Springs tabernacles.
* State Sunbeams: Larry and Tammy Wood. Goal $2,024.

dominions, or principalities,
or powers: all things were
created by Him, and for Him.”

“We are to live in this
world, seeking to see Him in
all things. I just happen to see
God mathematically, too,” she
said.

The next quarterly meeting
will be July 13 at Fellowship,
Pittsburg.

FROM YOUR PROJECT
PROMOTER, VONDA
GRUN:

Jacksonville College’s
Buckner Chapel needs air
conditioning and a roof. Our
goal is $25,000.

Fundraising idea: Did
you know mini M & M tubes
hold $10 in quarters?

Challenge: Fill one M &
M tube a month and donate
$120 a year; Bonus — you get
to eat the M&Ms!

Send funds to: Texas
WMA, 413 Junell, Sulphur
Springs, TX 75482

IMPORTANT DATES:
¢ June 28-29: Texas State
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|
Dicksons honored as Legacy Missionaries

By HOLLY MERIWEATHER
BMA Global Missions

Since 1950, BMA missionaries have been sent to foreign fields,
leaving a legacy of faith, perseverance, and obedience to the call to
serve. Sometimes those fields are fraught with danger, but the men
and women of the BMA are more likely to run into the fire rather
than away from it. Why? Because that’s where the lost souls are.

Such is the case with 2024 Legacy Missionary David Dickson,
whom God protected when bullets were flying.

Dickson’s parents were from Arkansas but relocated to
California where they raised their family until David was fifteen.
Ironically, Shelley’s family lived in California just 15 miles from
the Dicksons without ever meeting. The Dicksons moved back to
Arkansas when David was fifteen and David finished high school in
Walnut Ridge then began attending CBC (Central Baptist College).
Shelley enrolled at CBC two years later, and she and David and the
two began dating.

HIS STORY

David was saved at nine years old and called to preach at
thirteen. But he didn't consider mission work until John and Shirley
Ladd sent a letter inviting CBC students to spend the summer with
them in Nicaragua. David signed up, and that first trip led to a
second one as a six-week summer volunteer. After the first trip to
Nicaraugua, he knew the mission field was God’s direction for his
life but wanted to confirm it. When the second trip ended, he was
sure of the Lord’s calling and had been all his life.

HER STORY

Shelley's father was a pastor, and she was saved in fifth grade as
he preached a revival service. During the sermon, her aunt sitting
next to her realized she was under conviction, so the two of them
went outside where they talked about salvation. After the service,
her father joined them and led her to the Lord. Then while attending
church camp in Gary, Texas, at 15 she felt the Lord calling her
to something but told her she would have to wait. When she met
David at CBC she realized that God had not revealed His will to her
until she met David, which was the Lord’s plan all along.

NICARAGUA

Once the couple understood God’s call on both of their lives,
they were ready to get to their first mission field: Nicaraugua.
Shelley attended CBC for just one semester and David wanted to
drop out of college and get there faster, but CBC President Wassell
Burgess encouraged him to finish his degree. Six months after their
marriage in 1971, they left for Nicaragua, where Paul Robinson and
John and Shirley Ladd were serving when the Dicksons arrived.

Three of their children were born during the seven years they
served there and quickly learned the Spanish language that all
their children can speak fluently. At the time, there was peace in
Nicaragua, no open warfare in the country. In 1977, the Dicksons
moved back to the States, and he spent eleven years pastoring in
Walnut Ridge, Arkansas.

While there, he realized that pastoring in the States wasn’t for
him.

The year after they returned to the U.S. all missionaries had to
leave and the communists tookover the country. For David and
Shelley, it would seem like in just about every country they served,
there was tension and unrest.

EL SALVADOR
The Dicksons dealt with the communist takeover of El Salvador
and anti-American sentiment the entire year they served in El

Salvador. They witnessed people shot in their doorway, bodies lying
in the middle of the road, a peace-corp worker compound burned to
the ground, and hostages held for a night because they were in the
wrong place at the wrong time.

The communists were against any charity, because they would
rather the people suffer and join the rebellion. One night, David and
Shelley went to dinner at the home of a recent convert who worked
for a charitable organization. Their children were with a babysitter at
the Dicksons’ home. When the man’s house became surrounded by
the military, their babysitter took the Dickson children to her home
for the night. Intimidation was their motive, so in the morning it was
all over.

During the day nothing happened, but after dark, violence
erupted and even the police wouldn’t go out after dark.

Despite the danger, the Dicksons remained in El Salvador
because God was blessing the church and bringing lost souls to
Christ. Because of the constant nighttime gunfire, however, the
children slept in David and Shelley’s room until the morning when
everyone began going to market and living life as normal . . . until
one final incident:

While watching a nighttime news broadcast, the family heard
gunshots and saw that in front of their house the president’s
brother—who owned a bus line—had parked his buses, which the
guerillas often torched. To prevent them from doing so, guards on
the buses began shooting.

David’s son was with him in the living room as a guard was shot
in their doorway. They left El Salvador two days later. The year
after they returned to the U.S. all missionaries had to leave and the
communists took over the country. For David and Shelley, it would
seem like in just about every country they served, there was tension
and unrest.

HONDURAS

The Dicksons were in Honduras for eleven years as the
Garifuna story, chronicled by many BMA writers through the years,
continues to unfold. It has resulted in effectively winning a people
and language group to Christ, and it all began with a trip to the
beach in 1980.

David heard two boys speaking in a language he had never
heard, and as a curious linguist, he spoke to them in Spanish, asking
them questions about where they were from. In the next months
and years, and with the help of professional linguist and translator
Lillian Howland, David developed a relationship with the Garifuna
that continues to this day. After years of learning a language that had
never been fully translated or written down, the Garifuna hailed him
as a hero when they once ridiculed and spat on him.

Ricardo Herrera was among those who ridiculed David’s efforts
to share the gospel and vigorously opposed his wife’s conversion.
In a rage, he went to the church with harmful intentions, but instead
received new life in Christ. Ricardo became a church leader, even
naming one of his sons after David. Sadly, the son died. Garifuna
traditions for a proper wake include liquor and vulgar dancing to
keep the ancestors happy, but Ricardo refused to allow either one.
People warned him that no one would attend the wake, and without
mourners, the spirits would come and take away more family
members. But he told them, “They can come and take each of my
children one by one and I still won’t participate.”

Brother David says, “It’s amazing to see what happens with a
culture after an entire generation has heard the gospel. The adults
now in church are the first generation of Garifunas to be raised in
church. Seeing stable marriages and kids raised to serve the Lord

A The Dickson Family

means there is no more influence of spiritism, and animistic beliefs
are longer celebrated.”

At first, David was ridiculed, now people yell out “God bless
you!” when he walks down the street.

GUATEMALA

The Dicksons left Honduras in 1991 and served in Guatemala for
a short period. It was not a fruitful time, and they never understood
why God led them there. It was a time of discouragement and
complete lack of visible fruit. However, while in Guatemala, they
were able to work with the Garifunas there. The Dicksons left
Guatemala in 1993 and went back to the States with no idea what
was next.

PUERTO RICO

After leaving Guatemala, David and Shelley thought that was
it . . . No more mission fields. But Missions Director Don Collins
told them they had not lost confidence in David and to find out
what God wanted them to do next. He suggested that because of his
linguistic skills, maybe David could learn Russian since the Cold
War was over and missionaries were able to share the gospel there.

So they went to Russia to see Bill Gibson, who was in Czech
Republic and struggling to leamn the language. The two men cried
together in frustration without resolving the issue of where to serve,
but Bill told David about his son who lived in Puerto Rico and was
an assistant manager at a WalMart in Costa Rica. Bill, Jr. told David
that he couldn’t find a true Baptist church, so the Dicksons went to
Puerto Rico to plant a church and discovered an entirely different
church-planting experience.

They had never been part of a church of primarily middle class
people. On every other mission field, David was the wealthiest
and most educated. But in Puerto Rico, the church was made up
of doctors, lawyers and teachers. Soon after they arrived there,
WalMart transferred Bill, Jr., but within six to seven years, the
church was running 700, and for two years in a row, they baptized
over 100 people.

The Dicksons served in Puerto Rico for fourteen years until God
led him to leave the church in Puerto Rico. Normally, pastors don’t
leave a church when all is well, but when David was diagnosed with
his first bout of cancer, he didn’t feel like he could give the church
all it needed.

He was 59 and felt the Lord saying,”It’s time to go.” It had been
the most successful time of ministry in his life, so to step away was
difficult and didn't make sense.

He told the Lord, “I don’t know how you’ll beat this (cancer),
but if you want me to leave, I’ll do so, just don't let me doubt this
decision.” For the next ten years, he served as Regional Coordinator
of Latin America, a perfect way to serve the countries for which he
was so burdened.
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|
Gibsons among Legacy Missionaries honored in Branson

By HOLLY MERIWEATHER
BMA Global Missions

Honoring our legacy missionaries is a priority for BMA
Global, and whether deceased or alive, learning from their
lives and ministries is important to their incredible legacies.
Through family testimonies, archived articles, and ministry
partner stories, understanding the ongoing work in their
former fields impacts future generations. Bill Gibson is one
of those legacy missionaries.

William L. Gibson was born Jan. 17, 1942, in Jonesboro,
Arkansas, to a family of farmers. He and Jeanette were the
same age, their families farmed within five miles of each
other and they went to church together. Bill and Janette were
both saved at an early age and began showing interest in
each other at 14 years of age. Later on, Bill began picking
Janette up for church services every Sunday at Big Creek
Valley in Jonesboro, pastored by G.E. Jones. Bill graduated
from high school in 1959 and attended CBC for a year but
dropped out to join the National Guard. He trained at Fort
Knox, Kentucky, then Fort Leonard Wood, Missouri, while
Jeanette went to Jonesboro Business College for a secretarial
degree. They were married in 1961, and Bill farmed with his
dad for a while.

FROM PASTOR TO MISSIONARY: COSTA RICA

Then God called Bill to ministry, and he returned to
CBC to complete his studies. Just like many “preacher
boys” at Central Baptist College, he pastored a church while
there — Fairview Baptist Church in Violet Hill, Arkansas.
After graduating in 1966, he began pastoring Bethel Baptist
Church in Forrest City, Arkansas, then served as a missionary
pastor at Missionary Baptist Church in Wichita, Kansas. It
was there that he felt the call to missions work in Costa Rica.

The family, including nine-year-old Bill Jr. and four-year-
old Monica, traveled to Costa Rica to visit Missionaries
Duane and Francis Heflin and to seek their counsel. The visit
confirmed his calling, so in 1971, they bought a Volkswagen
bus named “Herbie,” and loaded the van and headed to Costa
Rica on Sept. 29.

Some of the best missionary stories are about a family’s
travel to a new mission field, and the Gibsons’ story is no
exception. On the way to Costa Rica, four-year-old Monica
became ill in Mexico City, and they had to stop to see a
doctor and then wait two days to recover at a hotel. Two
famous wrestlers were also staying there. One of them was
professional wrestler Jerry Lawler, who taught nine-year-old
Bill Jr. how to swim in the hotel pool.

The journey to San Jose was long, especially for the
children, but the ride was made easier due to the generosity
of Francis Heflin, who gave Bill Jr. and Monica presents
for the children to open on each day of travel. The Heflins
continued that love and care for many years.

Attending language school was the only training offered
to new missionaries in that era, so Bill and Jeanette spent
their first year in Costa Rica at language school in San
Jose while the children attended school with their Spanish-
speaking peers. The Gibson children were always part of
their ministry: Bill preached, Bill Jr. led singing and Monica
helped in Sunday School.

They also built relationships with Costa Ricans by handing
out flyers and inviting everyone they met to church. Even the
children participated. During one of those outreaches when

A The Gibson Family

Monica was five years old, she handed a lady an invitation,
but the lady said, “No, thank you. I’'m Catholic.” Monica
replied, “That’s okay. Anyone can come to our church.”

Bill was known for his genial nature and never-met-a-
stranger attitude. He willingly met people’s needs on the
mission field, loading up Herbie, the little Volkswagen, and
went where he was needed. If someone said, “I need you
to go to my family’s hometown up in the mountains,” the
family would load up and head to the mountains to meet
needs. If someone said, “I want you to go talk to my family,”
or “We want a church,” he was faithful in meeting with them.

In addition to planting churches, they established a Bible
Institute during their 20 years in Costa Rica. By the time
they left Costa Rica, Bill Jr. and Monica had graduated and
moved back home.

Herbie stayed with the Heflins.

EASTERN EUROPE: CZECH REPUBLIC

After the Berlin Wall fell and communist countries
opened up, Bill was one of the many missionaries who seized
the opportunity to share the gospel with the unreached. So,
in 1992, the Gibsons left Costa Rica for the Czech Republic
(former Czechoslovakia), basically moving from a friendly
Latin culture to a cold, unreceptive one. The Gibsons had
a hard time with the Czech language, and people weren’t
responsive, but Bill met a man named John, and that one
contact has kept the work going.

TO THE STATES, THEN BACK: HONDURAS

In 1994, they returned to Jonesboro and began pastoring
Cottage Home. Five years later, Bill was asked to serve
in Honduras as Bobby Bowman retired from his work at
the BMA Bible Institute there. Bill and Jeanette went to
Honduras, where he served as administrator of the BMA
Bible Institute in Sula from 1999 to 2007.

FINAL MISSION FIELD: CHILE
The Gibsons went to Santiago, Chile in 2007 where they

planted Metropolitan Baptist Church. One of the first people
Bill met in Santiago was Pablo, their water delivery man
and neighbor. He was also a pastor, and when Pablo saw
Bill’s Bible, they hit it off immediately. The Gibsons began
attending the church where Pablo pastored, and then they
worked together to plant a church. Today, Pablo’s son and
another young man have gone farther south in Chile, where
Pablo Sr. and his wife, Miriam are now. Currently, there are
thriving churches in the cities of Tibas, Santa Ana and Villa
Colon.

The Gibsons returned home in 2012 when Bill was
diagnosed with Parkinson’s. He died Oct. 29, 2015.

THE WORK GOES ON: MULTIPLICATION

When missionaries start a work and plant a church, there
are many unknowns. Regardless of the preparation, location
and fervent prayer for success, there’s always the question,
“Will this plant take root?” God perfectly fitted Bill to be an
encourager and exhorter and give sound advice to everyone
he knew, particularly if there was a question about ministry.
When Bill’s son-in-law, Randy Stimach, told Bill, “I’m
afraid God’s calling me to the ministry.” Bill replied, “Well,
don’t be afraid, just do it!” Those who served with him said
he was always direct and to the point but loved and cared for
people.

Former Missionary Phil Knott served with Bill in Costa
Rica for many years and tells a story of the two men handing
out flyers to invite people to church for a week-long revival.
When Costa Ricans heard they would also be fed, even more
people came. Bill was footing the bill, and one person was
saved out of the entire week, and Bill had spent a lot of
money. Always the optimist, Bill told Phil, “Whew, that was
an expensive soul!”

Monica said, “My dad would’ve died on the mission
field if he could have. At his funeral, letters came in literally
from around the world talking about the impact that both
my parents had on them. They truly fulfilled the Great
Commission.”
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SOAR (STUDENT CONFERENCE)
DATE: July 3-5, 2024
PLACE: Loews Arlington Hotel, Arlington, Texas

RE:CHARGE (CONFERENCE FOR PASTORS AND CHURCH STAFF)
DATE: October 1-3, 2024
PLACE: Northwest Arkansas (specific location TBA)

CELEBRATION (CONFERENCE FOR ADULTS)
DATE: November 12-14, 2024
PLACE: Chateau on the Lake, Branson, Missouri

BMA OF TEXAS ANNUAL MEETING
DATE: Nov. 18-19, 2024
PLACE: Jacksonville, Texas

DEersonnel
&nositions

AVAILABLE MINISTRY POSITIONS

WORSHIP LEADER-Beacon, Bryan is seeking a part-time worship
leader. This person will work with the pastor and worship team to
lead the congregation in worship on Sunday mornings. Send resume
to jobs@beaconbryan.com. 724

PASTOR-OId Bethel, Canton is seeking a bivocational pastor. Email
resumes to OBBCResume@proton.me. 724

PASTOR-Soda, Livingston is seeking a pastor. Send resume to
Soda Baptist Church, Attn: Pastor Search Committee, 8135 US 190 E,
Livingston, Texas 77351 or sodabaptistpastorcomm.2024@gmail.com.
For more information, call Kevin Harbuck, pastor search committee
chairman at 936-933-6808. 624

COLLEGE PRESIDENT—The board of trustees of Southeastern
Baptist College, located in Laurel, Mississippi, has organized a
presidential search committee. Persons interested are asked to
contact Glen Pace, chairman of the board, at 601-520-5376 or
mrpmg@yahoo.com.

YOUTH/MUSIC MINISTRY LEADER-First, Palmer is seeking a
person to lead their youth and music ministries. If interested, email
Pastor Gary Southard at pastor@fbcpalmer.org.

PASTOR— Bethel, Clayton is seeking a pastor. Send resume to Joe
Ogden, 563 CR183, Carthage, Texas 75633 or call 903-692-0000. A
parsonage is available for the pastor. The church is located at 160
CR1521, Clayton. Jerry Phillips is currently serving as interim pastor. e

PASTOR—Mt. Pisgah, Mineola is seeking a full-time biblically
qualified pastor to shepherd our congregation. Mt. Pisgah was
founded in 1853 with a strong biblical foundation, a heart for missions
and to grow. Please send resumes to 5848 S. State Highway 37,
Mineola, Texas 75773. ten

BMA Theological Seminary Presidential
Search Committee seeks applicants

The Baptist Missionary Association Theological
Seminary (BMATS) in Jacksonville announces a vacancy
in the office of president of the Seminary. The president
is the chief executive officer under the Board of Trustees
and is charged with putting into effect its policies and
regulations, keeping the trustees informed and appraised
of the status of the seminary and its program, participating
in trustee and committee meetings and keeping the
board advised of the fiscal status of the seminary. The
president is also tasked with general administration of the
seminary, including the responsibility for developing and
maintaining services and programs necessary to operate
the seminary, coordinating internal management for
efficiency, quality control and accountability, as well as
acting as chief personnel administrator.

QUALIFICATIONS:

1. The next president of BMATS should demonstrate
a strong dedication to biblical and doctrinal fidelity in
alignment with the Baptist Missionary Association of
America Statement of Faith and historical Associational
Baptist ecclesiology.

2. Upon assuming the duties of the office, the president
must be a member of a church affiliated with Baptist
Missionary Association of America.

3. The applicant must have spiritual characteristics and
sufficient knowledge of Christian Education to be able to
relate effectively to faculty and students, the churches and
pastors of the BMAA, as well as governmental and other
educational entities.

All those who meet the qualifications and would like to
be considered for this position are encouraged to send a
letter of interest and complete resume to:

BMATS Presidential Search Committee
c/o Dr. Clif Johnson, Chairman

Garrett Memorial Baptist Church

1 Genesis Dr.

Hope, AR 71801
clif.johnson@bmats.edu

The deadline for submissions is August, 1, 2024.

Invites applications for the following position

Executive Vice President

Primary Responsibilities: Day-to-day operation of the institution, including
budgetary and personnel management.

Qualifications: 1) Earned doctorate from a regionally accredited institution;
2) Administrative, organizational, planning and communication skills at the
executive level, and 3) Active membership in a Baptist Missionary Association

church.

Deadline for Submission: May 31

To be considered for the position of Executive Vice President, interested
candidates must send a cover letter, resume (including references), and
a statement of faith as PDF attachments to Board Chair Kirk Shelton at
pastorkirk@icloud.com. Electronic submissions only. Background check
required.
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BMA Texas Missions cont.

Prayer Needs:
My mother who is sick in El Salvador who has lost
sensation from the waist down and cannot walk

TIM ALBA—
THE BRIDGE MISSION IN SEAGOVILLE
TIMALBA1986@GMAIL.COM

We had been a little slow
these past months. I felt as if
nothing was working as far
as plans and events we tried.
I felt that even the leadership
was a bit apprehensive.
Through much encouragement
and faithfulness, we saw an
opportunity to reach a few
people this month. We saw three salvations this month and
I am overjoyed with whatever God does through our little
church. We do not have a big congregation, nor do we have
all the bells and whistles, but I know that uses us for His
glory every month. We are pushing forward no matter the
cost or sacrifice. May we continue to strive forward.

Prayer Needs:

That God will continue to give our leadership wisdom

A Timothy Alba

KYLE CHEATHAM—
GRACE CHURCH JARRELL MISSION
KYLE@GRACEJARRELL.COM

In our sermon series
through Acts, I asked our
people to write down where
God was at work around,
in and through them. I was
blown away with the replies!
Here are a few of the 40 we
received: 1) “God has allowed
me to understand the Word A Kyle Cheatham
more in depth;” 2) “God is at work in my life through Grace
Jarrell. He is restoring broken relationships, strengthening
my walk to serve Him in all that I do for Him, and to
introduce Him to others;” 3) “God is giving me opportunities
to organically counsel others, leading me through the
Scriptures so I can get very familiar with locating verses and
memorizing them along the way;” 4) “God is revealing more
sin in my life;” 5) “God... you have given me a new life!”

Prayer Needs:

That we continue to reach and strategically follow-up with
the unchurched of Jarrell

That I continue on a recent trajectory change toward better
health and fitness

ISAIAS MARTINEZ—CONROE MISSION
ISAIASMJ1966@GMAIL.COM

The status of the mission
for the month is favorable.
We received a new family as
members and leaders. Oikos
(reaching those in our circle of
influence) continues working.
We continue to disciple.

Prayer Needs:

That we will find a place of
our own to worship

A lsaias Martinez

BRAD CAULEY—CEDAR PARK MISSION
BWCAULEY@GMAIL.COM

We continue to see our
people hungry to grow in the
Lord and to reach others with
the gospel. One of our leaders
has a group of young believers
and unbelievers who study the
Bible and fellowship for three
hours on Tuesday evenings.
While they were studying A BradCauley
James 3, one of the men suddenly realized his language was
an issue, saying, “Oh, I think I need to stop cussing.” During
their time together, he caught himself three times and did not
cuss. The men were able to laugh and celebrate his growth
and desire to honor the Lord with his words. Discipleship is
happening as people spend time in the Word together with
people who love and respect them. Thank you for praying for
us. We hope to move into the community at the end of the
month if closing goes well on the 24th.

Prayer Needs:

That the Lord blesses our house closing (planned for May
24th) and for favor in our community

That the Lord bring our neighbors and community to
Christ

CHRIS DRIVER—
WEST TEXAS MULTIPLICATION NETWORK/
TEXAS MISSIONARY CARE
CJDRIVER316@GMAIL.COM

Howdy from west Texas!
What a great month we had
over here in the flatlands! It
has been windy and dirty but
we are pushing through it and
seeing God really moving in
our church, especially in our
men’s ministry. It is no secret
that my heart’s greatest desire A Chris Driver
is to see God move in the hearts of men and to see those
men begin to genuinely lead their families. I feel like God
is doing just that at Oasis. We keep seeing God bring and
connect more and more men through our regular events like
our Saturday morning men’s breakfast and guys night out. I
cannot wait to see the fruit God will bear through these men
in the months to come. Please pray for us as we press on! As
always, thank you for all you do that makes it possible for us
to be a part of what God is doing here in west Texas!!

Prayer Needs:

That we acquire a church van

Our mission team from O’Quinn, Pollok that is coming

Leadership development

Connections at SPC and surrounding communities

Open doors for the gospel

Heith Mitchell is the director of BMA of Texas Missions.
Contact him at PO. Box 73, Waxahachie, Texas 75168,
972-923-0757 or hmitchell@bmatexas.org. For more

information, Visit www.bmatexasmissions.org.

Summer Quarterly Preview:
Spiritual Gifts, Tongues,
and Silent Women

By JORDAN M. TEW

Baptist Publishing House Executive Director

Did I get your attention
with that title?

Our summer Sunday
school quarterly will provide
an in-depth study of 1
Corinthians 12-14. This is
an often-neglected passage
in Sunday school and Bible
study groups, as it can be very
challenging to study.

While 1 Corinthians 13,
the “Love Chapter,” is well
known by many, chapters
12 and 14 are less familiar.
Honestly, these chapters can be uncomfortable to study, as
the apostle Paul wrote extensively on the issues of tongues,
spiritual gifts, orderly worship and even advocates that
women are to be silent in the church.

While we all tend to have strong views and opinions about
such topics, allow me to ask this question, “When was the
last time you and your church studied these chapters of God’s
Word?”

Sadly, these topics are the source of much confusion and
controversy amongst Christians today. False teachings about
spiritual gifts, tongues and the roles of men and women
within the local church run rampant online, in Christian
bookstores, and on television and radio. Our churches need
to know what God says about these things in His Word, the
Bible.

I want to encourage you to order this quarter of the Baptist
Expositor for your church. Not only would it be good for
Sunday mornings, but it would also be a great Wednesday
night, Sunday evening or small group study for your church
to use throughout the summer or even at a later time. Try
something new this summer! Get it while you can, because
once the summer is over, the books will be unavailable.

We have taken extra care concerning the writing of these
lessons. This quarter was written by Dr. David Hellwig, who
serves as professor of Greek and New Testament at BMA
Seminary and Dr. Philip Attebery, who is the Dean of BMA
Seminary. Both men also serve in the pastoral ministry and
are on the “front lines” of ministry each week. Therefore, the
tone of this study is very practical and user-friendly.

To ensure the content of these lessons is helpful and
consistent with BMA doctrine, we also consulted a panel of
BMA pastors to review the lessons. I was pleased by their
input and encouragement in this process.

The summer Sunday school quarter runs June through
August. You can pre-order your copy of the study today, and
orders will be shipped in May. You can also order the digital
version today and receive it via e-mail today.

Pastors, I would recommend that you purchase a copy for
yourself to add to your library. The writing that has been done
on these topics is “top notch” and it would serve you well to
keep this study on your bookshelf. Think of it as a little BMA
Bible commentary on 1 Corinthians 12-14. I know it will be a
blessing for you and your people!
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