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LIFEWORD STUDIO NAMED 

IN HONOR OF REDDIN

We came to Queretaro, Mexico, five years ago to plant a church. We 
decided to move to the growing metropolis because BMA Mexico 
does not have a gospel presence in the state of Queretaro. Upon arriv-
ing, our family focused on meeting and sharing the gospel with the 

unchurched. Our first outreach event was planned with a church group visiting us from the 
United States. We spent the week passing out water bottles and tracts at one of the many 
parks downtown. We handed out hundreds of water bottles with our church logo and con-
tact information.

These events are admittedly stressful because we weren’t able to strike up a conversa-
tion with every person who received a water bottle. We began to ask ourselves a series of 
questions: Will anyone even read or look up the information? Will anyone contact the 
church? Will anyone visit the church? Is what we’re doing making any difference at all?

It was five years after passing out those water bottles that God reminded us he has it all 
in control. 

Isaac had received a water bottle that day in the park, and he took it home and placed 
it in his apartment. That water bottle became buried among the clutter of life and practi-
cally lost all visual contact with the known world. However, in God’s perfect timing the 
information on the bottle resurfaced, and Isaac sent us a message through Facebook. He 
explained he had been facing some difficult situations when the water bottle appeared again 
after five years. It is difficult to put into words and to wrap our heads around the events that 
lead us to God’s perfect plan. Recognizing the hand of God in our lives and his guidance is 
a blessing of immense proportions. The circumstances that Isaac was experiencing had led 
him to us and opened his eyes to a need only God could meet. Our church, El Arco, had 
the privilege of directing him to God’s Word and the good news of the gospel.

We met downtown at a coffee shop where he explained the despair he was feeling and 
the need for hope and a new purpose. I pray that more people would come to this realiza-
tion. I know it may hurt to go through difficult situations, but when they take us to a point 
of crisis it can be a beautiful revelation. Sadly, the opposite is more likely true. People are 

more likely to find solutions waiting for them in empty words of comfort. The majority of 
people really do find bliss in their ignorance. That is why it is so beautiful to experience the 
moment someone realizes they can do nothing without Jesus.

“I am the vine; you are the branches. Whoever abides in me and I in him, he it is that 
bears much fruit, for apart from me you can do nothing” (John 15:5).

Isaac came to our new believers Bible study and placed his trust in Christ as his Lord 
and Savior. He commented that he had sought the counsel of many professionals and pas-
tors of churches, but he had never had the gospel explained as he had heard in our Bible 
study. I honestly don’t know how the gospel may have been presented to him before we 
met, but we pray that God continues to use us to proclaim a clear and powerful gospel. We 
pray that the people God has placed in our lives would yearn for purpose and truth and 
find Jesus. Maybe it will be today or tomorrow or five years from now, but as we faithfully 
serve, we will undoubtedly experience marvelous testimonies like Isaac’s. We can’t wait to 
hear your stories of God’s providence. God bless you all and thank you for your prayers and 
support.

By Tommy Rose
BMA Missionary to Mexico
bmamissions.org

Gospel Message in a Bottle
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BMA OF AMERICA MEETING continued on p. 6 

Churches from across the country gathered 
for the 2023 BMA of America Meeting at 
Antioch Baptist Church in Conway, Arkansas 
April 25-27. The format for this year’s meeting 
was different than years past as the association 
approved a suspension of the BMA of America 
Constitution regarding rules for the meeting for 
the next two years. Donny Parrish, executive 
director of Lifeword and BMA of America 
Conference Ministries, along with his team, 
officers of the BMA of America and the BMA 
of America Coordinating Council, did a superb 
job in planning the meeting for 2023. Parrish 
said that more changes are planned for the 2024 
meeting. 

The changes involved making the annual 
meeting into more of a conference themed rather 
than business centered meeting. This editor 
noticed many more younger pastors and people 
in attendance at the 2023 meeting than in years 
past, probably due to the change in format. 
Parrish and the others are to be commended 

for their efforts to attract more attendees to the 
annual gathering of churches. 

The meeting began Tuesday evening with 
a time of worship led by the Antioch Worship 
Band. The church’s worship center was near 
capacity and those in attendance were led in 
several minutes of singing and scripture readings. 
In keeping with the theme of the meeting, GO 
to the Word…to the World…Together, BMA of 
America President Clif Johnson, pastor of Garrett 
Memorial Baptist Church in Hope, Arkansas, 
preached a message titled, Go to the Word, from 
1 Timothy 1:1-4. He emphasized that one must 
go the Word of God because doctrine is not 
optional and because doctrine is foundational. 

One of the best moments of the meeting this 
editor enjoyed was the time of fellowship held 
following the president’s message. It was good to 
see old and new friends from around the world. 
To this editor, it was a foretaste of Heaven to visit 
with beloved brothers and sisters in Christ.

When activities resumed on Wednesday 

morning, the national Women’s Missionary 
Auxiliary and Brotherhood held their annual 
meetings. A pastor’s conference was also led 
by Steve Crawley, director of BMA Financial 
Services, as he spoke about The Leadership 
Imperative. A number of breakout sessions were 
then offered in which those participating were 
allowed to attend two sessions over a two-hour 
period.

The afternoon session included a message by 
David McMurray, pastor of First Baptist Church, 
Blackwood, New Jersey as well as the annual 
legacy missionary service and introduction of 
new missionaries. Legacy missionaries honored 
this year included Jack and Latrell Bateman, 
who served as missionaries to Taiwan and Bobby 
and Ruth Bowman, who served as missionaries 
to Honduras. New missionaries presented to the 
association will be serving in Arizona, Florida 
and New York.

For the first time, messengers and guests 
enjoyed the BMA Global Dinner on the Ground 

2023 BMA of America Meeting concludes in Arkansas

▲ BMA of America messengers and guests gathered for worship at 2023 BMA of America Meeting at Antioch Baptist Church, Conway, Arkansas

By JERRY FULTON
Baptist Progress Director/Editor
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▲ Jerry Fulton

As you are probably aware, Baptist Progress is no longer just the official 
publication of the BMA of Texas, but is now the informing and equipping 
ministry of our state association of churches. In addition to publishing 
12 issues of BMA news and numerous e-News Updates throughout the 
year, Baptist Progress offers Ministry Connection Workshops that provide 
training for pastors, church staff and church members. Interim pastor 
training is also provided by this ministry.

Through agreements with groups and individuals, Baptist Progress also 
provides a weekly bulletin service, website creation and maintenance for 
churches and promotes insurance for churches. Something else Baptist 
Progress has begun doing this past year is providing artists for concerts 
at annual meetings of the BMA of Texas. Soon, a discipleship course, 
marriage workshops and parenting workshops will also be made available 
through one of our partners. The aim is to continually add more resources 
for the churches of the BMA of Texas.

Obviously, these services and resources like everything else these days 
costs money, so allow me to ask you to help us help you by doing the 
following:

1.	 Subscribe your church to the Baptist Progress Church Plan. 
Through the plan, your church provides all 12 issues of Baptist 
Progress by mail for each church member household at a discounted 
rate of $2 per month ($24 per year) per subscription or by email 
at a discounted rate of $1.50 per month ($18.00 per year) per 
subscription. Of course, email subscribers receive more news than 
mail subscribers because in addition to the monthly publication, 
email subscribers receive the e-News Update—news between 
issues—as well as other news alerts. We highly encourage everyone 

to become an email subscriber to 
help Baptist Progress save on the 
costs of printing and mailing.

2.	 Lead your church to begin 
giving a monthly offering to 
Baptist Progress, in addition to 
subscription payments. Remember, 
Baptist Progress now provides more 
than just a newspaper. We are the 
informing AND equipping ministry 
of the BMA of Texas.

3.	 Ask your church to give an 
Anniversary Offering in June. 
Each June, churches are encouraged 
to give $1 for every year Baptist 
Progress has provided ministry to BMA of Texas churches. This 
year, churches, groups and individuals are asked to give $111 each 
for 111 years of ministry. Offerings may be mailed to: Baptist 
Progress, P.O. Box 2085, Waxahachie, TX 75168.

CORRECTION—A BMA Seminary insert was included in the April 
issue of Baptist Progress. After publishing, a couple of spelling 
errors were noticed and the article about the graduating class on the 
front cover of the insert should have read “2022,” not “2023.” The 
seminary did not make the mistakes, we did, and the buck stops with 
me for not catching them. My sincerest apologies to the seminary for 
the errors.

It is Anniversary Offering time; Help us help you

Clif Johnson

Led by Dr. Clif Johnson, pastor of Garrett Memorial Baptist Church in Hope, Arkansas

The Preaching Lab workshop will cover tips on how to uncover the structure, context and theme of a 
scripture passage, along with necessary ingredients for building a sermon. This workshop will help you 
become a better expository preacher of God’s Word.

 DATE & TIME: August 10, 2023, 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. with lunch included 
PLACE: BMA of Texas Building, 632 Farley Street, Waxahachie 
REGISTRATION FEE: Free

The Preaching Lab
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Jacksonville College has impacted thousands of lives for 
almost 125 years.

Our mission is “To provide Christ-centered teaching and 
training that prepares students to lead meaningful lives that 
transform the world.” We believe that this mission is exactly 
what our world needs. We are striving to equip the current 
generation to engage in leadership within this unique and 
challenging time of world history. 

We believe that the best way that we can contribute to 
the world around us is to produce leaders who walk with 
integrity. These leaders go on to serve in the Jacksonville 
community or perhaps some place else across the great state 
of Texas. 

Some contribute to the workplace within the local 
community, some lead churches, and some transition to play 
sports at a four-year college where they carry the name of 
Jacksonville College with them. Each one is encouraged 
to be an agent of transformation wherever God may lead 
them. The role that Jacksonville College plays in their lives 
is integral to the success they will achieve and the benefits 
they will contribute to those around them. 

Christian higher education is increasingly difficult in 
our current cultural context. The values that Jacksonville 
College and most of our society hold dear are being 
subverted by many. For this reason, we believe that the 
work of Jacksonville College is growing more necessary. 

As the only private, Christian junior college remaining 
in the state of Texas, we have a unique voice. Our desire is 
for our voice to carry further. For us to accomplish that, we 
need people to come alongside of us and give faithfully to 
the work of Jacksonville College. 

I would like to ask you to consider making the 100 X 
100 commitment. We are seeking 100 households that will 
commit to give $100 per month. This donation will enhance 
the ability of Jacksonville College to continue to produce 
leaders who are prepared to engage the world with strong 
leadership skills from a biblical foundation. 

If you do not feel that this is a commitment that 
you are able to make during this time, you can give 
a one-time gift or you can choose to make a monthly 
commitment of a different amount. You can give by going 
to https://jacksonvillecollege.edu/give-now/ or through 
mailing a check to the campus at 105 B.J. Albritton Drive, 
Jacksonville, TX, 75766. 

Whether you consider your gift large or small, your gift 
to Jacksonville College is large in our eyes. We pray that the 
Lord will bless your generosity. 

Make the 100 x 100 
Commitment
By JOHN MANN

JACKSONVILLE COLLEGE continued on p. 11

The new Lifeword studio was dedicated in honor of 
George Reddin, longtime executive director of Lifeword. 
He was instrumental, the catalyst and the visionary in 
advancing Lifeword into a video ministry and setting it up 
for the success it is today. His legacy lives on at Lifeword 
and throughout the BMA. It is almost on a daily basis that his 

name is mentioned along with a wonderful story to go along 
with it at the BMA Global Missions Center.

Lifeword is grateful for his work throughout the years 
in leading people to the precious name of Jesus through the 
media ministry of the BMA of America.

▲ Lifeword Executive Director Donny Parrish (right) leads in dedicating Lifeword studio in honor of former Lifeword Executive Director George 
Reddin (left)

Lifeword studio named in honor of Reddin

By DONNY PARRISH
Lifeword Excutive Director
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By JASON CURRY

Jason Curry is the president of the Texas Baptist 
Home for Children. Contact him at 629 Farley St, 
Waxahachie, Texas 75165, 972-937-1321 or jcurry@
tbhc.org. For more information, visit www.tbhc.org.

Calling on our churches in east 
Texas and beyond

As we continue to walk in the plans we see God laying before 
us, we are earnestly starting our efforts to open a new branch 
office in east Texas. And we need your help. The QR code and 
the web link below will take you to our information-gathering 
questionnaire of churches that will commit to helping us grow our 
new office to serve children in east Texas. If you have questions, 
please reach out to us. If you are reading this and know someone 
to forward this information to, please do so! As you can see 
from the photo to the right, we are looking for churches from the 
counties listed. Let us know if you can help.

You have always stepped up to help TBHC provide for 
children who need to heal after trauma. As we look to the future, 
that is the call again. In order to help kids in east Texas, we will 
need to find families willing to open their homes to children. 
Begin praying that God would prepare the families to do just that! 
Almost half the foster kids in northeast Texas are housed in Dallas 
or Houston because there are not enough families opening their 
homes in east Texas.

TBHC is trying to change the story, and we will do that, as 
always, through God’s people—the Church. We cannot change 
the capacity of home shortages without you! But before we jump 
into opening our office, we want to know what to expect from 
churches because that will help us estimate the recruitment of 
families and the prospects of support they will enjoy from you and 
your local community. 

If you know someone who can help TBHC, share this with 
them as well. As previously stated, there is an initial questionnaire 
we are asking pastors or church leaders to fill out. The QR code 
below leads to it and will require five minutes or less of your time.

We want to hear from you soon! Thanks for helping give kids 
a chance for hope!

Have questions, contact us at 972-937-1321

An expression of everlasting love
Many of our friends choose to honor or remember a 
family member, a friend, or an associate with a gift for 
the children of the Baptist Home. Texas Baptist Home for 
Children, in turn, notifies the appropriate person. Listed 
in capital letters are those honored or remembered from 
Apr. 1-30, 2023.

ENDOWMENTS
E. ANN PACE: Martha & Karl Pace 
MYRA STOKES: Bill Stokes

HONORARIUMS
ALESSANDRA & ISABELLA GIRALDO: Andres Giraldo
CHARLES & CHARLOTTE JOHNSON: Brent & Tammy 
Swanner

MEMORIALS
ANITA WALKER: Charles & Charlotte Johnson
BERTHA "JUNE" FORMAN: Ricky Thompson
BONNIE CATES: Stanley & Jana Smith; Shane & Raegan 
Whittington; Kevin & Gaby Leigh Van Horn
CHARLENE THOMAS: Charles & Charlotte Johnson; 
Rosewood Baptist Church, Gilmer 
CHARLES CAIN: Stanley & Jana Smith; Shane & Raegan 
Whittington; Kevin & Gaby Leigh Van Horn
CHARLOTTE TURNER: John Turner; Bettty Thompson; 
Brent & Tammy Swanner; Weldon & Lana Sparks; Duane 
Turner; Ronald Turner  
CLOVIS DEAN: Charles & Charlotte Johnson
CRYSTAL MARSHALL: Kirk & Emma Burleson
DONALD FRED DAVIS: Jed & Glenice Whitaker
DONNA WILLIAMSON: Glade Creek WMA, Gilmer 
GRAYSON MAYBERRY: Jana Smith
GREG REISER: Stanley & Jana Smith; Shane & Raegan 
Whittington; Kevin & Gaby Leigh Van Horn
HANK STANLEY: Stanley & Jana Smith; Shane & Raegan 
Whittington; Kevin & Gaby Leigh Van Horn
HELEN MCKENZIE: Charles & Charlotte Johnson; 
Rosewood Baptist Church, Gilmer
J TILMON GOEBEL: Mrs. J.T. Geobel ( Judy)
KATHY SMALL: Adam & Kristi Key
LARRY PILCHER: Charles & Charlotte Johnson
LINDA MARSHA WATTS: Charles & Charlotte Johnson; 
Jimmy & Carla Shipp; Brian & Mary Mauk; Brent & Tammy 
Swanner; Bicky & Bobbie Mauk; Jed & Glenice Whitaker
MARCEILE QUALLS: Stanley & Jana Smith; Shane & 
Raegan Whittington; Kevin & Gaby Leigh Van Horn
MOODY POOL: Charles & Charlotte Johnson
MRS. DEBBIE GLYMPH: David & Diane Wisener 
PAM WESTBROOK: Friendship Sunday School Class, First 
Baptist Church Carthage 
PAT BLACKSTONE: Charles & Charlotte Johnson; Jed & 
Glenice Whitaker
PAULA NORTON: Stanley & Jana Smith; Shane & Raegan 
Whittington; Kevin & Gaby Leigh Van Horn
PEGGIE GILBREATH: Stanley & Jana Smith; Shane & 
Raegan Whittington; Kevin & Gaby Leigh Van Horn
RAYMOND ALANIZ: Jana Smith
RONALD DUNN: Gaye Grissom
ROSE HUGHES: Stanley & Jana Smith; Shane & Raegan 
Whittington; Kevin & Gaby Leigh Van Horn
SHEILA POOL: Charles & Charlotte Johnson
STELLA ANDERSON: Virginia Gipson; Jed & Glenice 
Whitaker 
SUE RAGLE: Sandra Plaster 
TIM CAFFEY: Charles & Charles Johnson
YEVON PILCHER: Charles & Charlotte Johnson; Brian & 
Mary Mauk
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By HEITH MITCHELL

A word from your Missions Office
We are blessed to support several Texas Missions led by 

men who have come from different parts of the world. The 
English-speaking works have formed an inner network that 
we call the First Gen Network (First Generation Texan). This 
network is so important to these missionary families because 
they share so many unique struggles.

Each of them are isolated from family.
Each of them are navigating the legal paths of immigration.  

This adds a lot of stress.
Each of them are disciplemaking in a minority pocket.  
The people they are reaching are pursuing the American 

dream for themselves and their family.
The network allows them to lean on and encourage each 

other. They really are family to each other.  I hear their kids 
call the others uncle and aunt.

This week the missionaries met in Garland for three days 
of prayer and encouragement.  The Lord refreshed them 
and answered prayers even while they met.  I was able to 
join them for lunch. We sat in an Indian restaurant together 
and talked about ministry and family. We were celebrating 
together. Around the table were men from China, Nigeria and 
India. A lady came up to us after hearing our discussion and 
laughter and declared that it was a picture of Heaven.

Prayer Request:
Will you pray for your Texas missionaries in the First Gen 

Network. Pray for their outreach and churches. Pray for their 
families.  Pray for their immigration issues and steps.  Pray 
that they can break into the people group they are burdened 
to reach with the gospel and that they will effectively make 
disciples.

 

A word from your missionaries
CESAR LEAL—
NEW MISSION IN SAN ANTONIO 
CESARLEAL2002@YAHOO.COM

Work in the Kingdom of God 
cannot be diminished even in the 
most adverse circumstances. You 
have to have a lot of perseverance 
and patience with the people you are 
discipling. The migratory situation 
and adaptability turns out to be very 
difficult for many and the economic 
needs almost force the brothers to 
work seven days a week, some with double shifts. That is 
why we have increased spiritual assistance in the homes and 
special activities such as eating together. We very much need 
the understanding and support of churches and BMA leaders 
for every planter. 

Prayer Needs:
Pray for my children who have requested humanitarian 

asylum so they can join us soon.

JAIME HENRIQUEZ—
FUENTE DE VIDA ETERNA MISSION, HOUSTON 
DAIRYJENY@YAHOO.COM

As always, we thank the 
entire family of churches of 
the BMA of Texas. By your 
prayers and offerings, the 
church is healthy, growing, 
evangelizing and discipling. 
This  month we had two 
professions of  fai th ,  we 
finished the first quarter of 
Bible Institute and an evangelism campaign.

TIM ALBA—
THE BRIDGE IN SEAGOVILLE  
TIMALBA1986@GMAIL.COM

We are glad to say that 
God has done a great work 
in our church now for over 
two years.  When I think 
about the journey, it is hard 
to believe how far we have 
come. I know that God will 
continue to use our people 
and motivate them to be on 
mission as we learn our gifts and talents to glorify Him. I 
have been through much, but the apostle Paul went through 
a lot as well. His church plants were both his crown and his 
burden. Taking on the task of planting a church is no easy 
task, but we have to remember that it is not our church we are 
planting but God’s church. God will ultimately see us through 
even when we cannot see it.

Prayer Needs:
Just continue to pray for our family as we learn to be 

obedient to God and answering His call daily. 

JOSE TORRES—TYLER HISPANIC MISSION  
Thank you for making it 

possible that I attend the BMA 
national meeting. It was a 
blessing to see the impact of 
our association on a national 
and international level. It was 
awesome!

Prayer Needs:
Please continue to pray for 

our ministry that starts at home with our children that we may 
impact their lives as much or even more than the others we 
serve. Thank you for your continued support.

KYLE CHEATHAM—PLANTING IN JARRELL   
KYLE@GRACEJARRELL.COM

Praise God with us for 
the incredible interpersonal 
warmth and engagement 
between our people as 90 
percent of people stay after 
our weekly worship gathering 
and fel lowship group to 
meet one another and have 
meaningful conversations for 
another 30 minutes.

Can you help us afford a permanent sign? The landlord in 
our shopping center has let us know that we cannot use our 
vinyl banner sign much longer. We desire a nicer sign for our 
church that is lighted at night so that the parking lot full of 
people (from the shopping center bar, tattoo shop, vape shop 
and fitness center) can discover us easily. 

We were first quoted $25 thousand for the sign, but another 
company quoted it at $10 thousand because they make it 
themselves. I’m checking with three other companies for the 
best quote. It will be a nice, large channel letter sign. We have 
already had people worship with us because they saw our 
banner. Our location makes this sign a wise investment, along 
with the reality that we can take it with us if we relocate.

Prayer Needs:
Please pray for an exciting possibility regarding worship 

as volunteers are stepping up along with a potential leader. 
Please pray that the following signs of life continue in our 
church:

1) That our people continue to eagerly lean into worship
2) That our people continue to get to know and care for 

one another
3) That our people continue to engage others during the 

week through various “sunlight” interactions
4) That our people continue to hunger for the Word

BMA TX MISSIONS continued on p. 12

▲ Cesar Leal

▲ Jamie Henriquez

▲ Timothy Alba 

▲ Kyle Cheatham

▲ Jose Torres  
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held at the Conway Expo Center on Wednesday evening. 
Over 1,000 people in attendance were treated to their choice 
of catfish or chicken. Following the meal, longtime BMA 
of America missionary Buddy Johnson preached the annual 
message titled, Go Together, from 2 Corinthians 11:16-28.

Also at the dinner, Jeri Sue Cleaver, daughter of the late 
Gerald Kellar, spoke about the Kellar Award, named for 
her father and presented to a worthy recipient by the BMA 
Seminary each year. She said that the award acknowledges the 
importance of the teaching aspect of the Great Commission and 
challenged that as an association, the BMA of America should 
remember the past, remain in the present and rejoice in the 
future. The 2023 Kellar Award recipient was Ricky Williams, 
who with his late wife, Pricilla, served as missionaries to 
Mexico for several years. Currently, Williams is a professor at 
the BMA Seminary. 

The Thursday morning session of the annual meeting 
included reports from the various ministries of the BMA of 
America. During the business session, messengers approved 
the merger of Ministers Resource Services and the BMA 
Foundation into what will now be called BMA Financial 
Services. Steve Crawley is the executive director. Complete 
reports from BMA of America ministry directors are available 
at bmaamerica.org/2023-bma-department-annual-reports/.

Elected to serve as BMA of America officers for the 2023-
2024 year are Clif Johnson, president; Charles Johnson, first 
vice president; Gary Longstaff, second vice president; and 
Jerome Cooper, Greg Medenwald and Randy Shepherd, 
recording clerks.

James Schoenrock, pastor of Sheppard Drive, Euless, was 
elected to preach the annual message next year. Gary O’Neal, 
pastor of Oak Park, Little Rock, Arkansas, was elected as the 
alternate speaker.

The Chateau on the Lake in Branson, Missouri will be the 
meeting place for the 2024 BMA of America Annual Meeting, 
April 16-18, 2024. 

2023 BMA of America Meeting concludes in Arkansas cont.

▲ Dr. Clif Johnson, BMA of America President ▲ Buddy Johnson delivers the annual message

▲ Dr. Ricky Williams presented 2023 Kellar Award by BMA 
Seminary President Dr. Charley Holmes

▲ BMA Global Dinner on the Ground



May 2023 | 7



8 | May 2023

Ever since I was five years old I’ve been called to be a foreign missionary. In 
fact, before I was even saved, I was telling people that’s what I wanted to 
be when I grew up. This past December, I went to El Salvador to pass out 
Everlasting Smiles shoeboxes. We left about two weeks before Christmas, 

and I left America thinking of all the things still left to be done: presents to buy, the family 
Christmas calendar, and all the other things for the busiest time of year. When I stepped off 
the plane in El Salvador, I had no idea how different I would be when I boarded the plane 
back to America. 

I had often heard the stories that began with, “This mission trip changed my life…” or 
“I’ll never view America the same way again…” but that wasn’t my experience. Our group 
of twelve consisted of six ladies, a young married couple, a security consultant, and three 
teenagers. It was the most unlikely bunch you’ve ever seen. You see, before this trip I had 
only done VSM trips, so I had only been on trips with kids my age. 

It’s an understatement to say I was worried about the dynamics of this team when we 
were first introduced. Along with that, I had never been out of the country. I was used to 
having Oreos right down the road at Walmart when I needed them, and for a picky eater 
like me, that was essential. This trip was looking like something I had never known before, 
and I’m the kind of person who loves to take adventures…once I’ve carefully scheduled 
them. 

Every day our team hopped in a van and drove to our destination. We visited churches 
and villages across El Salvador, ranging from a thirty-minute drive to almost three hours. 
The first place we went was my favorite. I still close my eyes and dream of being there. 
We parked the van and walked up a little dirt road filled with large black rocks that I later 
found out were from the volcanoes that had erupted. As we walked along the road, we 
eventually came to a clearing, and all of the sudden there were hundreds of children. How 
unexpected! Just a moment before, I only saw the beautiful scenery of El Salvador, but 
suddenly my sight was flooded with children with large eyes, holding on to our every move. 

As we moved closer into the clearing, our team gathered together, but I felt like I was 
on a stage. When I turned my head, people were taking pictures of us and little kids were 
inching closer. They came in their nicest clothes–dresses and fancy shirts–yet I could see 
how little they had. It didn’t take long before I had moms asking me for a “pho-to” (the only 
English they knew) then passing their babies into my hands. How humbling to be trusted 
so blindly. 

The gospel message was given, and we began passing out shoeboxes. These kids 
had come from everywhere by car and on foot. They had waited for us to arrive, all for 
shoeboxes that many American kids wouldn’t even like as a gift. We stayed there long after 
most kids had left, and I couldn’t help but be in awe of what I had just witnessed. God 
has never been louder in my calling to missions. I tear up just writing this and feeling the 
certainty of my future as a missionary.

The next village was where we passed out shoeboxes, and some people from our group 
came across a little girl with a jump rope. They told her to play with it, but it was evident 
she didn’t know how. They called me over to show her, and she watched with amazement 
as we all took turns showing her how to jump rope. I remember her laugh as she first 
started jump roping then saw her mom walk up behind her. Her mom couldn’t have been 
much older than me, but she didn’t know how to jump rope either. So we taught her, 
too. Eventually Pastor Rigoberto got a long rope from his truck, and we started inviting 
everyone to join in. 

I was on the end swinging one side of the jump rope, and the mother of the girl was 
on the other side. I looked over and it was like seeing myself in a mirror. But how different 
were we? Two young women, so different but so equally loved by Christ. Our arms 
eventually grew tired, but the joy of everyone jump roping was greater. This was the unity 
that I longed for in America. 

These experiences changed me. Not in the way I had always heard it described but 
in the way that the Lord changes you through something you’ve prayed over. Something 
you’ve longed for. If the Lord has ever given you the desires of your heart, you know what 
I’m talking about. The peace of resting in God’s plan for my life was peace like I’ve never 
felt. Joy that I’ve never known. 

When I came back to America, it was just as busy as I had left it. People were rushing 
to do last minute Christmas shopping, and my family was wondering about my trip. But I 
sat there just thinking of the week, knowing I could never fully express what I experienced. 
Longing to be back with my new friends and dreaming only of when I could return. God 
had put in my heart from the beginning that this was His purpose for me, but getting to 
live it is a blessing I can never comprehend. 

Delivering Christmas Shoeboxes,
Receiving a Lasting Blessing By Lydia Dunlap

Freshman at 
Central Baptist College
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In Matthew 9:37, the Lord is talking to his disciples and saying basically, 
“Look at the harvest. The laborers are few.” Although most of us would not 
believe it, South America has few laborers and few healthy churches. 

Here are the statistics for this region, country by country:
In Argentina, the only BMA presence is one church that was planted by BMA Bolivia; 

however, it is not a healthy one. According to ministry workers, with the exception of the 
one BMA Bolivia church plant, Argentinian churches are not true Baptists; they are charis-
matic.

In Chile there is a church planting movement taking place, but only in Santiago, the 
capital, and there is no presence outside the capital. Pastors involved with the good work 
going on there have a vision to plant a church in each of the municipalities of Santiago 
before they concentrate on another area. So, BMA presence is centered on one city of over 
five million people. 

In Uruguay, there is one BMA church in the entire country with no leaders planting 
more churches.

In Peru, three states out of 24 have a BMA presence. But in the south part of the coun-
try, there is no evangelical presence, and when you travel from village to village in the area, 
there’s not even a Catholic chapel. In the 1980s a terrorist group had control of the southern 
region, likely causing the complete lack of evangelical, biblical presence, including Catholi-
cism. 

In Colombia, BMA presence is in its infancy. A ChangeMaker from Mexico has just 
started his ministry in the jungle between Venezuela and Colombia. With 40 recent pro-
fessions of faith, leaders have started a Bible institute there, but they have only begun to 
scratch the surface in Colombia. 

In Ecuador there is a brand new church plant, and forward movement is happening. 
Again there is a mindset that South America is reached with the gospel, but that’s not 

true. If you look at pure demographics of the entire region, it is more likely that only two 
percent of the population has heard the truth, but those are in pockets. Entire sections of 
the country are unreached. 

Our leaders in South America are working tirelessly to reach people and plant church-
es, but these few leaders can only do so much. They need help.

So what do we do? 
Become involved in mobilization.
First, plead with the Lord of the Harvest that He will send leaders. Pray that He will 

send people and raise up workers from among those countries. Americans need to under-
stand that their role is not just funding missionaries but also sending missionaries. 

Next, give financially to help our ChangeMakers who work within their own people 
groups to build relationships, share the gospel, make disciples, and plant churches. In fact, a 
leader in Venezuela is asking for help with Bibles and other materials. 

Finally, one very important way to be involved in mobilization is to take a short term 
trip through VSM or BMMI. Johnmichael Poulin, regional coordinator for South America 
and Africa, has funds set aside for any pastor to go on a trip with him, but only two pastors 
have taken him up on that offer so far. 

Many career missionaries have been called to full-time ministry because of short term 
trips. Just one of many examples is Gavin and Chase Roberts, who went on trips to Peru 
growing up. Their experience led them to plant a church in Utah. God used their short-
term trips to draw them into full-time church planting ministry. 

Johnmichael himself became involved in long-term missions because of short-term 
missions experience: “In 1994 I took my first trip to Bolivia when I was a senior in high 
school then returned in 1995. Missionary to Bolivia Jimmy Swindoll was sent out of Cal-
vary Baptist Church at Horn Lake and invited me to come spend a year with him, so I left 
on Christmas Day of 1996. 

“God began working on my heart during those twelve months about full-time minis-

try, and my pastor, Dr. Kevin Clayton said, ‘If God’s calling you into ministry, nothing else 
will make you happy.’ I ended up coming home after that year and worked a non-ministry 
job and had a successful career making good money, but I was unhappy. So I went to semi-
nary, and a month into it, I was called to pastor a church for five years in Munford, Tennes-
see. But finally, my family and I became missionaries to Peru and spent ten years serving 
the people there.” 

South America is ripe for harvest, but the laborers there are few. Who will go? Who 
will help?

By Holly Meriweather
bmamissions.org

The Laborers are Few in South America
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When God prepares a man for mission work and 
then reroutes that mission work, it might look like 
His plans have been compromised, but because we 
trust a sovereign God, we know His plans cannot 

be thwarted. David Dickson knows this well. As a missionary living in 
Honduras in 1980, after being forced out of Nicaragua, David and his 
family were spending a day on the beach when he heard two young boys 
playing and speaking a language he didn’t recognize. After discovering what 
their language was and who this people group was, he began the journey 
of learning their language and sharing Jesus with them. And thus, the 
providential hand of God began the ministry to the Garifuna people, who 
descended from the Afro-indigenous people from the Caribbean and were 
exiled to Honduras in the 18th century. Because of God’s superintending of 
the lives and details of Dickson and others, Lifeword was privileged to be 
the first to produce gospel content in their language. Currently, Lifeword 
and our partners are producing multiple types of programs and planting 
churches around the world.

Ricardo Herrera Ramirez produces several video programs for 
the Garifunas in Honduras and other areas.  Among the programs are 
Grandfather’s Advice, Fisherman, Garifuna to Garifuna, and Round Table. He 
and his team also manage several community radios and translate multiple 
videos and blog articles from the Spanish and English sites into Garifuna to 
post on the Garifuna website. The Garifuna women also lead programs for 
the community radios. 

As several of the Garifuna people have migrated to the United States 
and other countries, they are now reaching their people in areas like New 
York, Houston, and Wilmington, NC. In April of this year, the Garifuna 
church in the Bronx is celebrating its second anniversary. Cherry Gamboa, 
who was a pastor in Honduras and Lifeword speaker, immigrated with his 
family to the US and started this church in New York. Seeing several come 
to know Jesus Christ, God has grown their congregation. They have had 
struggles as well: between rising rental costs, the growing congregation, and 
simply being asked to leave, finding a place to gather with their growing 
congregation has not been easy. They are currently seeking their fourth 
building. Another challenge has been the unique struggle of serving a 
trilingual congregation as they seek to conduct the service in the three 
languages spoken by the members, English, Spanish, and Garifuna. In 
Wilmington, there are already several Garifuna people willing and ready 
to help with a church plant. Marvin Miguel, a Honduran pastor, is moving 
to North Carolina soon. In Houston, Henry Norales, who was trained in 
media by a Lifeword team, is working on the preliminary work necessary in 
planting the Garifuna church there.  

God’s providential hand has been clearly seen throughout the years of 
the gospel work among the Garifuna people. As He has positioned Lifeword 
to equip these believers to use media, they have shared Christ with their 
people around the world. Join us in praising God for his work!

Growing the Garifuna Church
By Heather Harrison
Lifeword
lifeword.org
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Jacksonville College is excited to announce the launch 
of a new campus leadership team, LEAP (Leadership, 
Education, and Purpose).  LEAP will  debut in Fall 
2023 and is currently accepting applicants. This new 
program seeks to engage students in campus leadership 
opportunit ies while providing them a discount on 
their tuition. Eligible students will not only learn vital 
leadership skills, but also serve as ambassadors for the 
college and represent the student voice in college policy 
discussions. Through campus engagement, students will 
gain real-world experience in group dynamics, strategic 
planning, communication, and interpersonal interaction.

Beyond the skills and experience gained, LEAP team 
students will earn up to a $3000 discount per term. 
Members of the leadership team will be expected to 
make a commitment to serve an average of 15 hours per 
week. Students with a 2.5 GPA that are members of an 
evangelical church are eligible to apply. The program 
requires full-time enrollment (12 hour minimum during 
fall and spring term) and residence on campus. Applicants 
will need to provide a reference letter and participate in 
an interview before acceptance.

For more information and to apply, please visit www.
jacksonvillecollege.edu/LEAP or contact the Dean of 
Students at deanofstudents@jacksonvillecollege.edu. 

REGISTRATION FOR MAYMESTER, SUMMER I, AND 
SUMMER II IS NOW OPEN AT JACKSONVILLE COLLEGE!

JC offers three convenient terms to choose from:
•	Maymester: May 17 - May 31
•	Summer I: June 5 - June 29
•	Summer II: July 6 - August 2

Classes are open to all students whether you are degree-
seeking, transient, transfer, a first-time student, or a high school 
student. With a discounted tuition rate and accelerated sessions, 
summer classes are a great option. Additionally, taking classes 
during the summer helps students stay on track for graduation. 
JC’s small class sizes and personal approach to instruction make 
for the perfect learning environment for any type of student.

“Online classes give you the flexibility and convenience 
you need to work with any type of schedule. Maymester and 
Summer Terms offer a flat tuition rate, with no extra fees, 
making it the perfect time to pick up any classes you need 
to stay on track or get ahead with your academic plans,” 
said Michelle Kearney, Dean of Enrollment for Jacksonville 
College.

For more information and to get started with registration:
•	903.589.7110
•	www.jacksonvillecollege.edu/summer
•	admissions@jacksonvillecollege.edu

Jacksonville College is ready and waiting to help you 
make your dreams a reality!

Dr. John Mann is the interim president of Jacksonville 
College. Contact him at 105 B. J. Albritton Drive, 
Jacksonville, Texas 75766, 903-586-2518 or 
president@jacksonville-college.edu. For more 
information, visit www.jacksonvillecollege.edu.
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BMA TX Missions cont.

Heith Mitchell is the director of BMA of Texas Missions. 
Contact him at P.O. Box 73, Waxahachie, Texas 75168, 
972-923-0757 or hmitchell@bmatexas.org. For more 
information, visit www.bmatexasmissions.org.

▲ Rudy Villareal

▲ Robert Lee

▲ Bichitrananda Satpathy 

Tony Cleaver is the director of distance learning 
and a professor of Biblical studies at Baptist 
Missionary Association Theological Seminary in 
Jacksonville, Texas. He is an author and writer 
of the popular newspaper column, Leave It to 
Cleaver. He may be contacted at tony.cleaver@bmats.edu.

By TONY CLEAVER, D.Min.
Psalm 123 Verses 1 and 2 says, “I lift my eyes to 

you, the one enthroned in heaven. Like a servant’s 
eyes on his master’s hand, like a servant girl’s eyes on 
her mistress’s hand, so our eyes are on the  Lord  our 
God until he shows us favor.” 

A little while ago, I visited one of the presidential 
libraries near me. In the museum was a replica of 
the Oval Office. Everything was exactly as it  was 
when the president sat there. I sat in the big chair 
behind the impressive desk to have my picture made 
for friends to see. I could only imagine the choices 
made in that Oval Office to direct the many moving 
parts of this country—even the world. It is certainly 
a place where powerful decisions are made, decisions 
which routinely affect the daily life of this planet’s 
inhabitants.

There is One enthroned in heaven who exerts more 
power than the president who sits in the Oval Office 
behind the big desk, seated in the big chair. Good 
reader, as we go to worship, even before we get to 
the church house, let us lift our eyes to this place 
and especially to this One. The Lord is enthroned in 
heaven with powerful myriads and myriads of angelic 
hosts to do His bidding. 

The  t rue  servant  looks  for  d i rec t ion  f rom his 
master. The devoted servant is comfortable with the 
support her mistress provides. They know the nuances 
of the master as he directs them with a move of his 
hand or a nod of her head. May we be that kind of 
servant man or woman who looks to Him to give us 
favor as we come to His place to worship and serve 
Him.

Where do you look?

BRAD HOLCOMB—REDEMPTION HILL FT. WORTH   
BRAD@REDEMPTIONHILLFW.ORG

Zack Eswine says, “Mark 
this down, okay? You and I 
were never meant to repent 
for not being everywhere for 
everybody and all at once. 
You and I are meant to repent 
because we’ve tried to be.” 

Prayer Needs:
Please pray that we as a 

family abide in Jesus in the coming weeks, grow in our love 
for Him, one another and the church. That we come back with 
a renewed zeal in the Lord and love for others.

 
CHRIS DRIVER—WEST TEXAS MULTIPLICATION 
NETWORK/TEXAS MISSIONARY CARE 
CJDRIVER316@GMAIL.COM

Howdy from west Texas! It is 
so much fun serving the Lord in 
church planting. It has got moments 
of struggle and difficulty but, WOW! 
It sure is fun seeing God move in the 
lives of people who have been out 
of church and far from the Lord but 
are now all in and on fire for Him. 
We are growing in every way. Every 
week we are having visitors come who have been invited by 
our people and even by the guests themselves. New ministries 
are being formed and our systems are beginning to really take 
shape. God is definitely working! Thank you for helping us 
serve the King and His Kingdom as BMAT church planters.

Prayer Needs:
Leadership development
Open doors for the gospel
New relationships within the community and the college

RUDY VILLAREAL—
HOMETOWN CHURCH IN SAN ANTONIO  
RVILLARREAL1@GMAIL.COM

We are seeing growth in 
the people you are helping 
us reach. I have shared the 
gospel regularly, and as some 
have seen me share the faith, 
it has encouraged them to 
evangelize more. We are 
starting a regular time to go 
out and share the gospel with 
four other men who are eager to share the Good News. We 
started a Bible study at the community center in Grey Forest 
a little small town right next to Helotes. It is a community 
historically recognized for the number of artists who live 
there and frequently described as “eclectic.” We have the 
mayor involved and a number of influential neighbors. I also 
had an opportunity to meet the mayor of Helotes and pray for 
him, and he invited me to do the invocation for their previous 
city council meeting. I was able to meet some other council 
members and I am in prayer for them as well. We also have 
made some inroads in a popular San Antonio community 
called “Alamo Ranch,” and are working to reach the people 
who live there.

ROBERT LEE—
HARMONY BAPTIST CHURCH IN 
NORMANGEE REPLANT 
BRO.ROBERT.F.LEE@GMAIL.COM

Things have been good this 
month here in Normangee. 
We were blessed to be able 
to serve again one week this 
month at Panthers for Christ. 
We also have some other good 
things in the works that, Lord 
willing, will give us more 
opportunities to serve youth 
and their families in our community. Pray that these things 
would work out in the days ahead.

Prayer Needs:
Pray for continued opportunities to serve youth and their 

families in our community.
 
BICHITRANANDA SATPATHY—
INTERNATIONAL BAPTIST 
MISSION, FORT WORTH 
BICHITRANANDA31@GMAIL.COM

Prayer Needs:
Pray for God’s power and wisdom 

to lead us in our mission efforts and 
for us to launch in this year 2023.

▲ Brad Holcomb

▲ Chris Driver
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By HOLLY MERIWEATHER
BMA Global Missions Center

BMA Global President John David Smith has been 
training for his ChangeMaker Challenge bike ride on May 
8 - 12 and recently spent two days on the Natchez Trace 
Parkway mapping it out. He will begin in Mississippi and 
ride 444 miles to Nashville, Tennessee, the entire length of 
this beautiful, serene highway with a speed limit of 50 mph. 

John David says, “Right now the physical training in the 
gym and on my bike is causing great agony, stretching the 
limits of my body. But the men I’m riding for have great 
difficulties in their own contexts as well, serving in both 
hostile and complacent places that severely hinder the gospel. 
The purpose of this ride is to continue building systems that 
build men, our hundreds of ChangeMakers around the world. 
Our association’s decades-long missionary legacy is the 
backbone of BMA Global missions.”

John David’s challenge is for people to give a total of 
one million dollars to establish a fund that will support 
ChangeMakers for generations to come. 

It’s a big ask and a big goal, but as BMA Global “builds 
systems that build men” and creates a missionary legacy, will 
you accept the Challenge?

To learn more or to give, go to www.bmamissions.org/
changemakerchallenge.

Will You Accept the 
Challenge?

Thank you to everyone who contributed to the 2023 
National WMA Project. We were able to raise $45,380 to help 
Daniel Springs buy a generator to keep the camp running in 
all weather. This year, we had three worthy nominations for 
our project. The Jeevan Prakash School in Gulbarga, India 
has been chosen as our 2024 national project. 

The school is in great need of renovations. The school has 
almost 1,000 students and 40 staff members who share just 
two toilets. They have no source for clean drinking water at 
this time. There are some walls in the school that need to be 
reinforced. The youngest children meet in the lower levels of 
the school with very little ventilation.

There are plans to adjust the roof lines to draw the 
hot air out of the building with the help of fans added to 
classrooms. In addition to improvements to the building, 
the desks and furniture are also in need of updating. 

I hope we can all work together to raise money for 
this worthy cause. Last year was a great success for our 
national camp. This year we can share the love of Jesus 
and help children across the world with a better, safe 
school facility. The goal has been set high at $75,000!  
Let’s work hard and see what the Lord can do with our 
efforts! John 3:30

By GLENDA CHAMBERLAIN
National WMA

National WMA raises thousands for 
Daniel Springs Camp, adopts 2024 Project

▲ Photos show repairs needed at Jeevan Prakash School

▲ Students in class at Jeevan Prakash School
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LakeRidge, Lubbock hosts West Texas WMA Retreat
By SARAH LOW

Sarah Low is the Texas Women’s Missionary 
Auxi l iary  (WMA)  edi tor.  Contact  her  at 
sarahbethlow@gmail.com. For more information 
about the Texas WMA, visit www.texaswma.com.

The Texas WMA met for the West Texas Women’s 
Retreat at LakeRidge, Lubbock March 31-April 1, 2023. The 
program was called “Created to Worship.”

The 98 women in attendance were treated to dinner and a 
concert by Dove Award winner, Babbie Mason, on the first 
day of the meeting. 

The second day began with Babbie Mason, who reminded 
us that we are “God’s favorite.” Jesus loves us passionately, 
Jesus prays for us continuously, and Jesus treasures us 
unconditionally. 

Breakout sessions followed during which the women were 
given the opportunity to attend four of 11 offered workshops 
on topics ranging from worship through nature, giving, 
prayer, crafts and use of spiritual gifts. 

Speakers for the breakout sessions were state WMA 
officers, the ladies of LakeRidge and Babbie Mason. 

In the session focusing on worship through Bible study, 
Charlotte Johnson, state assistant treasurer, reminded 
attendees that Bible study should be done with purpose, and 
we should focus on how we can apply the scripture to our 
lives. 

A lesson on worship in the daily-ness of life by Gayla 
Campbell, LakeRidge member, encouraged us to identify 
what keeps us from focusing on eternity and what we should 
be doing daily to turn our minds to God. She encouraged us 
to be listening, be aware of our surroundings, be present, be 
ready to take action and to be bold. 

Hayley Rasco and Katie Allen, GMA/YLA promoters, 
presented about worship through hospitality. The ladies spoke 
about the feasts of the Old Testament and their symbolism. 
They focused on how the dinner table is a great place to share 
the gospel with our friends and family, and that “breaking 
bread breaks barriers.”

A big “thank you” to the ladies and gentlemen at 
LakeRidge Baptist Church for hosting a wonderful event. 

Our Fall retreat will be at Cornerstone, Jacksonville Aug. 
25-26, 2023.

As a reminder, our Texas missions project is to raise 
$15,000 for Texas church planters to purchase Bibles and 
study literature in their native languages. We still have a long 
way to go, so make sure to send in your donations. 

Project nominations for next year may be submitted to our 
project selection committee. Nominations can be sent to our 
committee chair, Lynelle Teas at lynelleljteas@aol.com.

DISTRICT REPORTS
The Cherokee District Women’s Missionary Auxiliary 

at Cornerstone, Jacksonville May 11.  President Cindy Allen 
called the meeting to order. The guest speaker was Dr. John 
Mann, interim president of Jacksonville College. 

Jacksonville College is a private, accredited junior college 
in Texas which has a current enrollment of 482 students with 
49 percent being full-time. The college offers Christian-based 

education, teaching students to revere the scriptures and 
become Christ-centered so they may pour into the community 
and world as they go forward. The college professors disciple 
and evangelize through education because some of the 
students have never held a Bible, walked into a chapel, or 
heard the name of the Lord in their homes or been loved with 
the love of Jesus. Dr. Mann closed in saying that when our 
hearts stand strong, God shows us who He is.

Nancy Washburn thanked the ladies for their contribution 
to the Rainbow Room of the Cherokee County Family and 
Child Services Board. Secretary Lugene Sims read a thank 
you letter from Dr. Charley Holmes, president of the BMA 
Theological Seminary, for the district’s donation to the 
seminary. 

The next quarterly meeting will be at Mt. Selman Baptist 
Church in Mt. Selman July 11.

The Liberty District  WMA  met with the Fellowship 
Missionary, Pittsburg April 15. Teresa Gipson, district 
president, presided. The welcome was given by Linda Kizer. 
The song service was led by Faye Kizer with Michelle Ayres 
at the piano.

Johnnie Ross introduced the program, “Finding True 
North in My Day-to-Day.” Sandra Kizer, Marcalene Pilgrim, 
and Bettye Wilson each gave a personal look at how the Lord 
led in their day-to-day lives.

The delightful program speaker was Rose Ng. She gave 
her personal testimony, sharing how the Lord saved her and 
brought her to the present day, and gave praise and glory to 
Him. She presented Ten Divine Facts About Olive Trees. The 
conclusion was that “The New Testament uses olive trees to 
help illustrate God’s plan of salvation. The olive tree can be a 
constant reminder that Jesus is our source of life, our branch 
springing from Jewish-roots. The beautiful olive tree reminds 
us of God’s amazing plan of salvation and His expectation 
that all His branches will bear fruit in abundance.”
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HEAVEN IS A FREE GIFT!
It is not earned or deserved. No amount of effort or good works can 
earn a place for you in heaven. Why?
Because . . .

MAN IS A SINNER.
“For all have sinned . . .” (Rom. 3:23) Because of this, man cannot save 
himself.

GOD.
On the one hand, God is merciful and does not want to punish us. Yet 
God is just and must punish sin. God solved this problem for us in the 
Person of . . .

JESUS CHRIST.
He died on the cross to pay the penalty for our sins and rose from the 
grave to purchase a place for us in heaven—“the Lord has laid on Him 
(Jesus) the iniquity of us all” (Isa. 53:6).

THE GIFT IS RECEIVED BY FAITH.
Saving faith is trusting in Jesus Christ alone for eternal life. It means 
resting on Christ alone and what He has done, rather than what you or 
I have done to get us into heaven. “Believe on (or trust in) the Lord Jesus 
Christ and you will be saved” (Acts 16:31).

SO MAY WE ASK . . .
Have you received God’s free gift of eternal life? The Bible assures us in 
1 John 5:13 that we can know we have eternal life.
Do you know for sure that you are going to heaven when you die? The 
Bible says, “Whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved.” 
If you are willing to repent (turn away from your sin and to the Lord Jesus) you 
can receive the free gift of eternal life by simply praying: Lord Jesus, I know I 
am a sinner and do not deserve eternal life. But, I believe You died and rose 
from the grave to purchase a place in heaven for me.  Jesus, come into my 
life, take control of my life, forgive my sins, and save me. I am now placing my 
trust in You alone for my salvation, and I accept your free gift of eternal life.

AVAILABLE MINISTRY POSITIONS
PASTOR–Calvary, Arlington is seeking a bivocational pastor. Send 
resume to Calvary Baptist Church, c/o Julian Juarez, 2101 S. Davis, 
Arlington, Texas 76013 or resumes@calvarybaptistarlington.org. For 
more information, call or text 214-762-9807. 6/23

YOUTH PASTOR/MINISTER—New Harmony, Tyler is seeking a 
fulltime youth director/minister. Send resume to the church at 10251 
FM 724, Tyler, Texas 75704 or to Russ Jackson at rgjackson63@yahoo.
com. TFN

YOUTH/STUDENT MINISTRY—Afton Grove, Jacksonville is seeking 
a biblically qualified candidate. This is a bivocational position. We are 
looking for a minister with a heart for God, a heart for students and 
who is ready to plunge into the work. The candidate will love the Lord 
and love and lead our students in a growing relationship with Jesus. 
Please send your resume to Eddie Richardson at
fasteddie999elr@gmail.com. TFN

AVAILABLE MINISTER
JUSTIN OWENS is available for pulpit supply. He has served as a 
pastor and a BMA of America missionary and is a member of Pathway, 
Waxahachie. Contact him at jrowens19@gmail.com or 409-494-3670.

2023 SOAR
DATE: July 3-5, 2023
PLACE: Gaylord Texan, Grapevine, Texas

RE:CHARGE LEADERS' OASIS
DATE: Oct. 4-6, 2023
PLACE: Southgate Baptist Church, Moore, Oklahoma

CELEBRATION ADULT CONFERENCE
DATE: Nov. 28-30, 2023
PLACE: Chateau on the Lake, Branson, Missiouri

2023 BMA OF TEXAS ANNUAL MEETING
DATE: Nov. 6-7, 2023
PLACE: Crossroads Church, Rowlett, Texas

2024 BMA OF AMERICA ANNUAL MEETING
DATE: April 16-18, 2024
PLACE: The Chateau on the Lake, Branson, Missouri

ANITA WALKER
Anita Walker, 87, passed away April 
12, 2023. She was born March 28, 
1936 in Turney and graduated from 
Jacksonville High School and Lon 
Morris College of Jacksonvil le. 
Wa l ke r  m a r r i e d  C . D.  Wa l ke r, 
longtime BMA pastor and BMA of 
Texas Missions director, Aug. 18, 
1955. She was his secretary for many different churches and 
made many great career choices throughout her life including 
corporate officer for Fritz Chemical Company in Dallas. Funeral 
services were conducted at Autry Funeral Home in Jacksonville 
on April 22, 2023. 
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The Baptist Missionary Loan Association (BMLA), a ministry of the Baptist Missionary Association of Texas, 
offers loans to churches for everything from land and building purchases, to additions and renovations.

Why consider a loan with BMLA?

We specialize in church building projects.
Since 1953, BMLA has provided loans for churches of the Baptist Missionary Association of Texas. No one 
understands the needs and goals of BMA congregations and related ministries better than BMLA. Recently, 
BMLA was authorized by the churches of the Baptist Missionary Association of Texas to offer loans to any BMA 
church in the United States. 

We offer competitive rates and terms.
Unlike many commercial lending institutions, BMLA can save your congregation thousands of dollars by 
requiring minimal closing costs and offering competitive rates.

Faithful stewardship finances our loans.
The money invested in BMLA by congregations and individuals finance our loans for building projects and 
land purchases.

For more information, visit bmla.org.
If you are ready, you may apply for a loan online at bmla.org. 

If you have more questions, call us at 972-923-0758.

We look forward to helping you make your dreams come true!

BMLA, P.O. Box 425, Waxahachie, Texas 75168
www.bmla.org

Jacksonville College, a vibrant, faith-based, liberal arts institution is accepting 
applications for the office of president. An earned doctorate degree is preferred, 
with education or related disciplines also preferred. This confident, well-spoken 
leader must be a conservative, growing Christian with deep experience in 
institutional development, fundraising, and administration. Pastoral ministry-related 
experience is a plus. For consideration, please send: A cover letter; a personal 
resume which includes family information, your history of work experience, your 
personal testimony of faith and contact information for three references. Please 
email your application to: gdorr85@gmail.com and wpratt@northsideconroe.com.

Apply by May 31, 2023 for full consideration.

Jacksonville College was founded in 1899, and is affiliated with the Baptist 
Missionary Association of Texas and the Southern Baptists of Texas Convention.


