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EDITOR TO STEP ASIDE

By Dr. Ralph Izard
Director of Medical Missions
bmaglobal.org

Medicine and Missions

Editor’s Note: Dr. Izard began his medical mission journey while visiting Honduras to serve with 
Missionary Bobby Bowman. There he fell in love with missions and using his gifts to serve the Lord. 
When Bro. Bobby returned to the States and began Baptist Medical Missions International (BMMI), 
Dr. Izard felt led to be involved. Since its beginning, Dr. Izard served with BMMI while practicing as a 
doctor in Benton, Arkansas. In 2005, at the age of seventy, he retired from his practice, sold his family 
farm, and moved to Benton to devote his time to BMMI, where he has served as BMMI Director for 20 
years. Dr. Izard is known and loved by missionaries all over the world. I recently sat down with him as 
he explained his love for BMMI, told incredible stories, and shared unique experiences.

The purpose of BMMI trips is to draw a crowd. The missionary can talk to the 
average person on the street, in their house, and in the community. Everyone 
is interested in their health, so we listen to conversations.

We go to support the missionary on the field to achieve whatever work 
he intends, like establishing a church, doing evangelism, or starting a clinic. When people 
come to clinics, they start in the medical area and before they get their medicine, they go 
through the evangelism station where someone from the local church shares the gospel 
with them.  We do this because our purpose is not really medicine, but to introduce them 
to the local church and to share with them the plan of salvation. We offer hope in Jesus as 
the best medicine.

Our team serves where we are invited. The missionary sets everything up for us to be 
there and our mission is to serve alongside them. We do not work independently. Before 
people see a doctor, they fill out a check-in form. This form contains contact information 
for each person attending the clinic. It gives the missionary a chance to follow up and let 
them know we care about them and their health.  When we leave, we know that the real 
work is just beginning for the pastors. They use the forms to follow up with those they met 
at the clinic, furthering the relationship between them and the church.  

BMMI has served in 80 different countries around the world bringing healing through 
the hope of Jesus Christ. We serve in places where we cannot share the gospel in clinics, 
but again, the pastors will use the forms to visit one-by-one with the people, sharing more 
about Jesus.

We have a long list of places we have gone on BMMI trips like Honduras, Dominican 
Republic, El Salvador, Cambodia, Vietnam, Ghana, the Philippines, and many more. Many 
places have asked for BMMI trips multiple times. We did a lot of work in Cambodia and 
built two clinics there and went to Laos several times. 

BMMI’s biggest impact is doing things for people who have no way to repay you, 
going places where people have no access to any kind of health care. All my life, I’ve been 
fortunate because I’ve never done anything I disliked professionally. In my practice, there 
were doctors who counted the minutes before they got to leave the office. My original 
degree was in geophysics, but there wasn’t a demand for geologists. So, at the age of twenty-
five, I took the MCAT test for medical school and passed it. The world today wants good 
wages, a house, perfect everything, but I really enjoy practicing medicine and seeing people 
get better and achieve the goal of good health.

Somebody asked me if doctors really care if people get better. I said, “Sure they do!” 
You like people to believe in your skills and have confidence that you know what you’re 
doing for them.

The following are snippets from some of Dr. Izard’s favorite stories:
During a BMMI trip to China, we visited a young man who was very sick in bed and 

couldn’t get up. He had arthritis in his joints and really bad psoriasis. The family had put 
him in a small, dark, concrete room in the back because he was a stigma to the family. But 
I told the family they needed to get the young man out in the sunshine and start him on 
prednisone. Later, when I went back with the medical team, we saw people at a pharmacy 
who told us I had a patient who wanted to see me. I couldn’t think of any patients I had 
in China but went with them anyway. Well, it was the young man I had cared for. He had 

walked to the medical center to thank me for healing him. 
The most unique place I’ve ever been is also China. First time we went there was back 

when Hong Kong was independent and you could only get in through customs. We were in 
this long line when we arrived at the border of China in Hong Kong and suddenly, soldiers 
came to my seat and told me to come with them. You read all these horror stories about 
China, but I went with them anyway and they took me through the diplomatic line without 
checking my baggage. I was waiting on the other side when the others saw me. They were 
just being respectful, which is very important in their culture.

One time, we were being bombed back when Bush was president. Jeff Franks was a 
missionary and we went to the country of Georgia to establish clinics in this little old town 
where they dropped mortars all night. But it was just a warning. The Georgian army wasn’t 
going to fight the Russian army. I thought we should leave earlier than we planned, so we 
went down to Tbilisi where a Russian bomb had hit the airport. You couldn’t fly out and 
the roads were blocked out of Georgia. We finally found a van to take us to Armenia on 
the border and next to Georgia. So, I called Asatur to help because I knew him. We’d been 
to Armenia many times. He got us a place to stay and took us out through the mountains. 
In Georgia, they make a great cheese bread that our driver bought to give to the Armenian 
guard as a bribe. When we got to the gate, he had been hitting the bottle pretty heavily, and 
we were way up the mountains when he decided he wanted us to eat bread and drink with 
him. Well, we weren’t going to drink, but he liked it, and we needed to get out of there. It 
took him forever to get those stamps in our passports, and the driver was getting madder 
and madder. But finally we got out and went to Armenia.
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FREE TOPGOLF EVENT
IN CONJUNCTION WITH THE

BMAA National Meeting
Topgolf Tournament

Monday, April 21st, 1-4PM
8787 Parklane, Dallas

BMA Seminary
CALL 800.259.5673 TO REGISTER

Each player will receive a $250 stipend for travel expenses.
(Funded by a private grant, not by our churches)
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TOPGOLF TOURNAMENT

The power to the lights may have gone out in Fairfield, but 
the power of God’s Word remained.  The 50-plus mph winds that 
ripped across Texas and downed powerlines could not stop the Word 
of God from being boldly proclaimed at the Third Annual Texas 
Pastors Conference held March 3-4, 2025.  Pastors, wives, church 
staff and others came to hear words of challenge and encouragement 
from a powerful lineup of BMA of Texas pastors. And that is exactly 
what they got, even when the lights went out.

Planned by Todd West, pastor connections coordinator for BMA 
Texas Missions, and hosted once again by the wonderful people of 
Round Prairie Baptist Church in Fairfield, this year’s conference 
was another special time of worship, fellowship, food and fantastic 
preaching. Worship was led by a combination of talents including 
BMA of Texas missionary Israel Martinez, the Round Prairie praise 
team and the church’s youth pastor, Leon Thomas and BMA of 
Texas intern Caleb George.  The Texas WMA sponsored a wonderful 
meal for attendees and gift bags for ladies. The volunteers and staff 
of Round Prairie outdid themselves with meals and snacks and all 
the behind the scenes care and details that helped make the event an 
amazing experience for all who came. 

This year’s speakers included Richard Smith, Matt Walker, 
Charles Johnson, Danny Crawford, Eric Jordan, Wes Pratt, Robert 
Forrest, Roy Prather, and Aderemi Badru.  And while there was no 
official theme for the conference, a God ordained theme from the 
preaching took form as pastors shared messages about trusting in 
God’s power in ministry, the danger of a ministry and a minster who 
does things his own way, running from the call of God, the power 
of the gospel in a missional church, the power of God in dark times 
of ministry, God’s presence and power in the dark valleys, being 
content in obscurity and restoration for our souls when the storms 
come. Roy Prather may have summed up God’s theme the best as he 
shared from Psalm 23, “The Lord is all we need.”

The climax of the two-day event was a second day that began 
in the fellowship hall, where attendees made the most of the 
natural light that poured into the room through the windows as the 
conference refused to yield to a power outage that affected much 
of the city. After an early lunch provided by the wonderful hosts at 
Round Prairie, the lights came back on and the conference returned 
to the sanctuary only to have the last speaker, Dr. Aderemi Badru, 
close the conference in the dark after the lights went out again as he 
was boldly and powerfully challenging pastors to not yield in their 
call to faithfully serve Christ their King. The lights may have been 
out but it was a tangible reminder that the light of God’s truth shines 
brightest in the dark. And there is little doubt that a great group of 
pastors and wives left Fairfield fired up to go shine that light in their 
communities.

Plans are already in the works for next year’s conference so keep 
your eyes and ears open for details because God continues to make 
it clear that this is one event you don’t want to miss.

Powerful time at Third Annual Texas Pastors Conference
By CHRIS DRIVER
Baptist Progress Correspondent
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By JERRY FULTON

▲ Jerry Fulton

It was October 2004, just over 20 years ago, that I was chosen by 
this ministry’s board of trustees to serve as the interim editor of Baptist 
Progress. My, how young I was—only 33-years-old at the time! The 
previous editor, Bro. Lynn Stephens, had just been called home to be with 
the Lord, following a battle with cancer. Immediately upon assuming 
my duties, I became deathly ill and was hospitalized for three weeks. 
However, God was not through with me. I was dismissed from the 
hospital and recovered. The following month, messengers of the Baptist 
Missionary Association of Texas (BMA of Texas) elected me as the editor 
of Baptist Progress. 

Through the years, the ministry of this department has experienced a 
lot of changes. When I began as editor, Baptist Progress was a weekly 
newspaper. It was also about the time I began my work as editor that the 
Internet took the world by storm. Most businesses and churches went 
online with a website, news was made readily available and subscriptions 
to newspapers across the country, including subscriptions to Baptist 
Progress, took a nosedive. The longtime printer of Baptist Progress, 
UMR Communications, shut its doors, and we were forced to find a new 
printer. But there was no stopping progress (no pun intended). 

Due to fewer subscriptions and the rising costs of printing and mailing, 
we were forced to make the decision to reduce printing the newspaper to 
twice monthly, then eventually once per month. With less income, I asked 
our trustees to lower my salary, but continued doing what I had always 
done, putting in the same amount of time and effort. I am thankful the 
Lord made provision for me to do so for the sake of this department.

A few years ago, I asked the trustees to recommend to the association 
that Baptist Progress no longer simply be the official publication of the 
Baptist Missionary Association of Texas, but become its informing and 
equipping ministry. With your approval, we began offering Ministry 
Connection Workshops and interim pastor training as well as providing 
other resources to our churches. The workshops and resources have 
been taken advantage of and appreciated by pastors, church staff and 
laypeople.

What a joy it has been for me to see the BMA of Texas make a 
comeback of sorts within the last several years. We now have more 
missionaries on the field across Texas at one time than ever before in our 
history, the Texas Baptist Home for Children has opened offices in other 
parts of the state and new leadership at Jacksonville College is being used 
of the Lord to provide Jacksonville College with a promising and lasting 
future. Also, there are more churches in the BMA of Texas than there has 
been in decades, and churches outside our association have petitioned to 
join us. These are exciting times for the BMA of Texas!

As you know, following the homegoing of Bro. Jerry Burnaman 
in 2020, I was elected as director of the Baptist Missionary Loan 
Association (BMLA), and I serve as pastor of First Baptist Church of 
Rice. The ministry of the BMLA is busier than ever, and I love serving as 
director of that department. The church I pastor is also rapidly growing. 
So, after much prayer, I have decided it is time for me to give up 
something. The Lord has shown me that I cannot do it all, and I can only 
delegate so many responsibilities to others. He has also made clear to me 
that new direction and leadership are needed for the ministry of Baptist 
Progress. Things in the media world are changing rapidly, and at the age 
of 54-years-old, there are some news things I just have no desire to learn. 
I am persuaded that it is time for someone with more technological and 
media expertise to take the helm of this department and lead it into the 
future. 

Therefore, I recently informed the Baptist Progress Board of Trustees 

of my intention to resign as director/editor 
within the next few months. The board 
met March 11 to begin putting measures 
in place for a leadership transition. Once 
plans for the transition are in place, they 
will be published. In the meantime, thank 
you for trusting a very young man with 
such an awesome responsibility 20 years 
ago and reelecting me 19 more times. Over 
the years, I have enjoyed a lot of successes 
and made some mistakes. However, most 
of you were very kind and forgiving, as it 
should be within the family of God. I wish 
I had known then what I know now. 

Some have asked me if I am happy 
with my decision to resign as editor and my answer is, “Yes.” There is no 
doubt in my mind that this decision was directed by God, and I am happy 
to submit to His will. Every person who has served as a trustee of Baptist 
Progress throughout my tenure has been incredibly supportive of me, and 
for that I am grateful. I will serve as the director/editor until the transition 
of leadership is complete or for as long as the trustees want me to remain 
in the position. 

In the meantime, please pray for the board as they make important 
decisions regarding the ministry of Baptist Progress. My plans are to now 
concentrate my efforts in serving as director of the Baptist Missionary 
Loan Association and pastor of First Baptist Church of Rice. Please pray 
that God will use me for His glory for many years to come, should the 
Lord tarry His returning. May God bless each of you is my prayer.

CHANGE OF DATE FOR WORKSHOP
Baptist Progress scheduled a Ministry Connection Workshop with 

Todd West called, Every Member “In” Ministry for May 6 and mistakenly 
advertised it for May 18. In the meantime, Bro. West has requested that 
the date of the workshop be changed to Tuesday, March 20 due to a 
scheduling conflict. It will be held in the conference room of the BMA of 
Texas Office Building, located at 632 Farley Street in Waxahachie from 
10 a.m.-3 p.m. on that date. 

West said, “As ministry leaders, we focus on making disciples of Jesus 
Christ. Have you considered that discipleship doesn’t just happen in the 
context of learning but also serving? We have all seen the radical change 
in the believer who ‘finds their lane’ of service. What if I told you that 
you could potentially double the number of people you are serving? How 
would this impact the effectiveness of the church where God has placed 
you as a leader? The Every Member ‘In’ Ministry workshop will give you 
practical, biblical ideas implemented in your church, regardless of your 
location. The workshop will also foster relationships with other ministry 
leaders facing similar challenges and leave you feeling encouraged to join 
God on ‘mission’ where you live.

To register for this Ministry Connection Workshop and/or other 
scheduled workshops, visit baptistprogress.org, then Resources at the top 
of the home page. You may also register by phone at 972-923-0756 or 
just email editor@baptistprogress.org. There is no cost for the workshop.

Stepping aside as editor
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Plans are underway for the 76th annual association 
meeting of the BMA of America. The dates are set for April 
22-24, and we will be meeting in Waxahachie, Texas, in the 
facilities of our gracious hosts, Pathway Baptist Church and 
Heritage Baptist Church (WMA). 

The meeting will be built around the BMA Missions 
theme, “Send Me,” which celebrates 75 years of outreach 
since our organization in 1950. This will be a time of 
worship and fellowship as well as caring for the most 
important business on earth—the Lord’s business. Although 
we may have to stay later the first two nights, we are 
attempting to finish the association’s business on Wednesday 
night, so messengers will be free to return home early 
Thursday. 

We are prayerfully looking forward to the annual message 
by Dr. Gary O’Neal of Little Rock on Wednesday evening. 
Dr. Wayne Whiteside from Louisiana, a veteran pastor 
and volunteer death row chaplain in five states, will be the 
featured speaker in the Pastors’ Conference on Wednesday. 

Waxahach ie ,  l i ke  mos t 
suburban areas of the DFW 
Metroplex is  experiencing 
t r e m e n d o u s  g r o w t h  i n 
population. Several nice hotels 
and eating establishments will 
be available to meet your needs. 
A list of available lodging can 
be found at bmaamerica.org 
under the “Events” link. There 
is also a tentative schedule 
of asso¬ciation events on the 
website. 

I  urge  each local  BMA 
church to send your three 
messengers and other guests to this most important meeting. 
Please consider sending a generous offering to help with the 
expenses of this meeting and other related costs during the 
year. I hope to see you in Waxahachie on April 22.

Letter from BMA of America President
By CHARLES JOHNSON
BMA of America President

▲ Charles Johnson

TUESDAY EVENING, APRIL 22
5-6 p.m. 	 Registration Open
6 p.m. 		  Send Me — A Celebration of 75 Years of 
		  Global Missions—Pathway
7 p.m. 		  Break
7:15 p.m. 	 Worship 
		  Pathway Worship Team
		  President’s Address
		  President Charles Johnson
8:15 p.m. 	 First Business Session

WEDNESDAY MORNING, APRIL 23
7:15 a.m. 	 New Pastors’ Breakfast and Orientation
8 a.m. 		  WMA Meeting—Heritage Baptist Church
		  Brotherhood Meeting—Pathway Baptist Church
		  Committee Meetings—Pathway Baptist Church
9 a.m. 		  Pastors’ Conference Worship Center
11:30 a.m.	 Lunch Break

WEDNESDAY AFTERNOON, APRIL 23
1 p.m. 		  Second Business Session/ 
		  Directors Reports Worship Center
3:15 p.m. 	 Break
3:30 p.m.	 Legacy Missionary Celebration/
		  Missionary Commissioning Worship Center
4:45 p.m.	 Break for Dinner

WEDNESDAY EVENING, APRIL 23
6:30-7:30 p.m. 	 Registration Open
6:30 p.m. 	 Worship Oak Park, Little Rock Worship Team
		  Annual Message Dr. Gary O’Neal
7:30 p.m. 	 Break
7:45 p.m. 	 Third Business Session

THURSDAY MORNING, APRIL 24
Fourth Business Session (If needed)

Preliminary Schedule
76th Annual National Meeting

April 22-24, 2025
Pathway Baptist Church • Waxahachie, Texas

Hotel Information
Please note that these distances and travel times are approximate 
and can vary based on traffic conditions and the specific route taken.

BEST WESTERN
• Group: Baptist Missionary Association of America
• Call to book
• Cut off date is 4/8/2025
• Address: 1701 N Hwy 77, Waxahachie, TX 75165
• Phone: (972) 938-1600
• Distance: Approximately 3.5 miles
• Estimated Travel Time: About 10 minutes

COMFORT SUITES
• Group: Baptist Missionary Association of America
• Call to book
• Cut off date is 4/8/2025
• Address: 131 Rvg Blvd, Waxahachie, TX 75165
• Phone: (214) 433-6153
• Distance: Approximately 3.2 miles
• Estimated Travel Time: About 9 minutes

FAIRFIELD
• Cut off date is 3/22/2025
• Address: 2020 Civic Center Ln, Waxahachie, TX 75165 
• Phone: (972) 937-8886
• Distance: Approximately 3.8 miles
• Estimated Travel Time: About 10 minutes

HAMPTON INN
• Group: Baptist Convention 2025
• Call or use THIS LINK
• Cut off date is 4/1/2025
• Address: 2010 Civic Center Ln, Waxahachie, TX 75165
• Phone: (972) 923-0666
• Distance: Approximately 3.8 miles
• Estimated Travel Time: About 10 minutes

HOLIDAY INN
• Group: BMAA 2024 Block Code: BMA
• Call to book
• Cut off date is 4/1/2025
• Address: 984 US Hwy 287 Bypass West, Waxahachie, TX 75165
• Phone: (972) 938-3300
• Distance: Approximately 3.0 miles
• Estimated Travel Time: About 8 minutes

LAQUINTA
• Group: Baptist Missionary Association National Meeting
• Call to book
• Cut off date is 3/20/2025
• Address: 311 Stadium Dr, Waxahachie, TX 75165
• Phone: (972) 362-5724
• Distance: Approximately 3.5 miles
• Estimated Travel Time: About 9 minutes

SUPER 8
• Group: Baptist Missionary Association of America Convention
• Call to book
• Cut off date is 4/8/2025
• Address: 400 I-35E, Waxahachie, TX 75165
• Phone: (972) 351-8559
• Distance: Approximately 3.3 miles
• Estimated Travel Time: About 9 minutes
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WAXAHACHIE, Texas—
Members from churches of the 
North Central Texas Baptist 
M i s s i o n a r y  A s s o c i a t i o n 
(formerly Ellis-Hill  BMA) 
f i l l e d  t h e  g y m n a s i u m  o f 
Pathway, Waxahachie for a 
World Missions banquet on 
the evening of Feb. 23. After 
enjoying a  del ic ious meal 
and music, provided by Zach 
and Kara Hatchel and Pastor 
Richard Smith, Larry Barker, vice president of church 
strategy and training for BMA Global Missions took the 
stage to share with those in attendance exciting news about 
BMA mission efforts and how each could be involved. 

Barker said the mission of BMA Global Missions is to 
share God’s glory and love to the nations, by multiplying 
disciples, leaders and churches. He continued that there 
are BMA missionaries in 65 nations, 60 American 
missionaries, 2,000 churches, 450 new church plants and 
400 ChangeMakers (missionaries reaching people in their 
own countries.)

The vice president said, “The goal of BMA Global 
Missions is to double the number of churches worldwide 
within the next 10 years.”

He spoke of mission efforts in Portugal, the Middle 
East and North America, and reminded each congregation 
present that the role of each local church is to be a 
mobilizing home base. Quoting the author of the book, 
Made for More, Barker said, “This empowers all disciples 
to discover their personal calling and then deploy them to 
express the fullness of Jesus into every corner of culture and 
into every sphere of society.”

Barker also made clear that BMA Global Missions is 

committed to decreasing the death rate of existing  churches 
while simultaneously increasing the birthrate of current 
churches. 

Referencing Colossians 1:9, Barker said that as the 
apostle Paul did for the church at Colosse, he was praying 
for the members of BMA churches to be filled with the 
knowledge of God’s will and to be ready to surrender to 
whatever His will might be. He explained that the Lord 
might not call everyone to be a missionary to Africa, but if 
He does, any believer should be ready to go. “Otherwise,” 
Barker said, “your mission field is right next door and in 
your community.”

In closing, Barker invited pastors and church members 
to approach him after the banquet and ask for the names 
of missionaries their churches could support—those 
missionaries who are the most in need of funding. 

For more information about BMA Global Missions, visit 
bmaglobal.org. Barker is also host of the Healthy Church 
Podcast. 

North Central Texas BMA hosts 
World Missions banquet
By JERRY FULTON
Baptist Progress Director/Editor

▲ Larry Barker

▲ Pastor Richard Smith and his son-in-law and daughter, Zach 
and Kara Hatchel, singing at World Missions Banquet

DIANA, Texas—Simmons Hill, Diana was the site for 
the Liberty Baptist Missionary Association’s rally for Baptist 
Progress March 6. Representatives from 10 churches were 
in attendance. After a brief business session directed by 
moderator Clay Potter, Jerry Fulton, 20-year veteran editor 
of Baptist Progress, reported on the ministry of the BMA of 
Texas publication.

Fulton brought an inspiring message titled “Stay the 
Course” from Mark 4:35-36. His three main points of 
emphasis included: 1) Concentrate on what God wants you 
to do; 2) Conquer the obstacles that stand in your way and 
3) Conclude the mission God has assigned victoriously. 
A generous offering was received for the Baptist Progress 
ministry.

After the meeting, the host church served a delicious 
buffet meal to the messengers and guests in attendance. The 
next meeting of the Liberty BMA is scheduled for 7 p.m., 
May 15, at Antioch, Gilmer. This will be a rally for Daniel 
Springs Baptist Camp with Camp director Jason Prewitt the 
scheduled speaker.

Editor’s Note: Thank you to the Liberty BMA for your 
loyalty to our state association as well as your overwhelming 
generosity to this ministry. It was my privilege to worship and 
fellowship with you.

Liberty Association 
hosts rally for 
Baptist Progress

By CHARLES JOHNSON
Pastor of Rosewood, Gilmer
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By HEITH MITCHELL

A word from your Missions Office

It was a joy to spend two days this week with BMA 
pastors and many of their spouses at the BMA of Texas 
Pastors Conference. The preaching from fellow BMA of 
Texas pastors was so encouraging and challenging. There is 
such good preaching among us! The worship and prayer time 
was also good. The staff and church family of Round Prairie, 
Fairfield, where the conference was held, add so much to 
the conference through their warmth and service. They are 
a hospitable church. I commend Todd West for his work in 
planning this conference and all he is doing to provide care to 
BMA of Texas pastors. I praise the Lord for encouraging each 
of us at the conference. You don’t want to miss it next year!

A word from your missionaries
ERIC JORDAN—BREATH OF PRAISE—BROWNWOOD  
ERICABOPCC@AOL.COM

This month, we had a 
number of visitors. Though 
they have not joined, they 
have attended services almost 
every Sunday. This month has 
been a month of planning and 
training for the second quarter 
as we focus on evangelism 
and learn how to approach 
people about the gospel. We have two new members going 
through orientation, a 3-month class. We kicked off our 
nursing home ministry this month, and we had an opportunity 
to share the gospel, sing hymns and pray for nine elderly 
residents. It was a great success, and we had seven volunteers 
from our church who were very excited and grateful to serve.
Prayer Needs:

Pray that God will bless our church to be the light of 
Christ in our community.

ISAIAS MARTINEZ—CONROE MISSION   
ISAIASMJ1966@GMAIL.COM

The mission is moving 
forward. Thanks be to God 
and  to  our  be loved  co-
workers, both from BMA 
Texas Missions and from 
Northside, Conroe.

KYLE CHEATHAM—
GRACE CHURCH JARRELL MISSION    
KYLE@GRACEJARRELL.COM

Our ladies led our second 
annual “Bless-A-Business.” 
They prepared goody bags with 
church and gospel information. 
Ten people delivered to 75 local 
businesses. Several people got 
to pray with employees as they 
dropped them off. We had our 
first wedding and it was so 
special because it was two young adults who found our church 
separately, met in our young adult ministry, fell in love and 
walked in obedience until their wedding February 1, 2025.
Prayer Needs:

Please pray for our family in the recent passing of the 
patriarch of our family. Also, pray for us as we finalize and 
implement a new discipleship strategy.

LUIS H. PEREZ—
IGELSIA BAUTISTA GRACIA SOBERANA—KYLE  
LUISPEREZ6162@GMAIL.COM

We  h a v e  h a d  s o m e 
differences among some 
members, but thank God 
we can see how He works 
in the hearts of our brothers 
and sisters as they ask for 
forgiveness publicly. I can see 
their submission to the lordship 
of Jesus, as problems are solved 
without any setback.
Prayer Needs:

Pray for our church to be affirmed and for us to develop our 
gifts and talents.

JAIME GARCIA—
IGLESIA BAUTISTA NUEVA 
VIDA—GILMER 
JA I M E . G A R C I A 2 9 1 1 @
GMAIL.COM

The brothers are happy 
with the Bible school being 
led by Ángel Rivas who is 
studying in the seminary and 

is also serving as a teacher. Bro. Nelson wants to get more 
involved in the church, and I am trying to organize more 
leadership.
Prayer Request: 

First of all, thank you all 
for your love and support. 
Pray for two families who are 
inviting each other to come 
to church; that they will join 
and become involved.

RUDY VILLAREAL—
HOMETOWN CHURCH MISSION IN HELOTES   
RVILLARREAL1@GMAIL.COM

Please pray for Eli, who 
is seeking the Lord earnestly. 
We have preached the gospel 
to him and told him of his 
need to be baptized. Pray 
for his salvation and faithful 
obedience to God. Please pray 
with us that doors continue 
to open for the sharing of the 
gospel to others.
Prayer Needs:

Pray for our family after we lost Grandma, who lived with 
us, and  as we adjust to a new normal.

KEVIN WILLIAMS—PORT ARTHUR MISSION    
MR.WILLIAMSP121@GMAIL.COM

Redeemer Baptist Church 
mission is continuing along 
by the grace of God. We just 
had our first Sunday gathering 
the first Sunday in March 
in our living room. There 
was a total of eight people, 
consisting of our family and 
Roberto and Betsy, the couple 
we have been discipling for the last several months. One of 
the really exciting parts for me was that we did the whole 
thing bilingually. We sang a couple of songs simultaneously 
in English and Spanish, and then I gave the Bible study in 
both languages.

BMA TX MISSIONS continued on p. 14

▲ Eric Jordan

▲ Isaias Martinez

▲ Jaime Garcia

▲ Kyle Cheatham

▲ Luis Perez

▲ Rudy Villareal

▲ Kevin Williams
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An Expression of Everlasting Love
Many of our friends choose to honor or remember a family 
member, a friend, or an associate with a gift for the children 
of the Baptist Home. Texas Baptist Home for Children, in 
turn, notifies the appropriate person. Listed in capital letters 
are those honored or remembered from Feb. 1-28, 2025.

ENDOWMENTS
E. ANN PACE: Karl Pace 
MYRA STOKES: Bill Stokes

HONORARIUMS
AARON & CRYSTAL COX: Daron Jones

MEMORIALS
ANN BROWN: Charles & Charlotte Johnson
AZELL CHEVALIER: Charles & Charlotte Johnson
BRO. RICK ELLINGTON: Charles & Charlotte Johnson
BRO. RICK KEITH: Charles & Charlotte Johnson
BUDDY & LULU HAZELL: Cheryl Brsicoe
CECIL DOWNEY: Carlie Downey
CHRISTOPHER CHURCHILL: Charles & Charlotte Johnson; 
Jimmy & Carla Shipp
DON DAVID MEADOR: Charles & Charlotte Johnson
EVELYN BELL: Carlie Downey
GAIL PHILLIPS BODDIE: Don & Jackie Cox
JAMES "JR" PIERCE: Charles & Charlotte Johnson; Henry 
& Renesia Wilburn; Jimmy & Carla Shipp; Rosewood Baptist 
Church, Gilmer F.B.I Class; 
JOHN PUKETT: Mt. Pisgah Baptist Church, Mineola
LARRY ANGLIN: Karen Anglin
LINDA STEGALL MURRAY: Charles & Charlotte Johnson
LOARELL HARRIS: Carol Cline
LOVITA OUIMET: James Ouimet
MACHEL SCARBOROUGH: Rex Coulter & Family
MITCHELL HOLT: Charles & Charlotte Johnson
OPAL H.: Ann Rose
PAULINE SHIRLEY: Charles Sebring
ROSE STROUD: Westside Baptist Church, Nacogdoches
SYBIL EVANS: Temple Baptist Church, Mexia
WELDON SENN: Georgia Senn
WINONA FOLEY: Jerri Miller

Healthy Church Solutions, 
your  BMA Global  church 
and leader health ministry, is 
pleased to bring you the Pastors 
Conference again this year at 
the BMA National Meeting at 
Pathway, Waxahachie April 
22-24. This ministry is also 
facilitating a variety of breakouts 
for you to choose from that 
we hope will be a blessing to 
pastors and church leaders. 

Wayne Whiteside will speak 
at the Pastors Conference about 
“Living Sent, Even to Death 
Row.” Wayne was licensed to the Gospel Ministry by 
Rosewood, Gilmer in 1981. He is currently the pastor of 
Crestview, Farmerville, Louisiana, where he has served 
for 27 years. For the past 26 years, he has lived sent and 
on mission as a volunteer prison chaplain in prisons in 
Oklahoma, Arkansas, Louisiana, Mississippi and Texas. 
Wayne is a graduate of Harmony High School and has a 
bachelor’s degree from East Texas Baptist University. He 
earned a master’s degree from New Orleans Baptist Seminary 
and a doctorate from Andersonville Theological Seminary. 

Twelve different breakouts will be available Wednesday 
morning, April 23, directly following the Pastors Conference. 
Various departments and ministries will present topics 
relevant to our churches, pastors and leaders. 

PASTORS CONFERENCE: 
Wayne Whiteside, Topic: Living Sent, Even to Death Row
 

BREAKOUTS FOR NATIONAL MEETING:
Lifeword—Social Media and the Church, Jon Dodson 
We Are Free—Trauma and Brokenness in Families Within 
the Church, Angelyn McMurray 
BMA Financial with James Green and Associates—Building 
Policies and Risk Management, Travis Weaver and Kurt 
Hetherington
Baptist Publishing House—Dangerous Study Habits Clif 
Johnson 
Seminary—Discussion over Article VII of the BMA Doctrinal 
Statement, Dr Phillip Attebery 
BMA Global—Missionary Care: How Your Church Can 
Get Involved, Jonathan Montgomery 
BMA Global—Hispanic Church Planting, Elvis Garcia 
Healthy Church Solutions—New Testament Expressions of 
the Church, Drew Cline
Daniel Springs—How to Prepare and Host an Event, Jason 
Prewitt 
Healthy Church Solutions—Handling Church Conflict, 
Larry Barker
BMA Global—Understanding Islam, Ashraf Sara 
Healthy Church Solutions—Bi-vocational Pastoring, Robert 
Forrest

By LARRY BARKER
BMA Global Missions 
Vice President Healthy Church Solutions and Training

Healthy Church Solutions Conference 
and breakouts

▲ Charles Johnson
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By Dr. Ralph Izard
Director of Medical Missions
bmaglobal.org

Medicine and Missions

Editor’s Note: Dr. Izard began his medical mission journey while visiting Honduras to serve with 
Missionary Bobby Bowman. There he fell in love with missions and using his gifts to serve the Lord. 
When Bro. Bobby returned to the States and began Baptist Medical Missions International (BMMI), 
Dr. Izard felt led to be involved. Since its beginning, Dr. Izard served with BMMI while practicing as a 
doctor in Benton, Arkansas. In 2005, at the age of seventy, he retired from his practice, sold his family 
farm, and moved to Benton to devote his time to BMMI, where he has served as BMMI Director for 20 
years. Dr. Izard is known and loved by missionaries all over the world. I recently sat down with him as 
he explained his love for BMMI, told incredible stories, and shared unique experiences.

The purpose of BMMI trips is to draw a crowd. The missionary can talk to the 
average person on the street, in their house, and in the community. Everyone 
is interested in their health, so we listen to conversations.

We go to support the missionary on the field to achieve whatever work 
he intends, like establishing a church, doing evangelism, or starting a clinic. When people 
come to clinics, they start in the medical area and before they get their medicine, they go 
through the evangelism station where someone from the local church shares the gospel 
with them.  We do this because our purpose is not really medicine, but to introduce them 
to the local church and to share with them the plan of salvation. We offer hope in Jesus as 
the best medicine.

Our team serves where we are invited. The missionary sets everything up for us to be 
there and our mission is to serve alongside them. We do not work independently. Before 
people see a doctor, they fill out a check-in form. This form contains contact information 
for each person attending the clinic. It gives the missionary a chance to follow up and let 
them know we care about them and their health.  When we leave, we know that the real 
work is just beginning for the pastors. They use the forms to follow up with those they met 
at the clinic, furthering the relationship between them and the church.  

BMMI has served in 80 different countries around the world bringing healing through 
the hope of Jesus Christ. We serve in places where we cannot share the gospel in clinics, 
but again, the pastors will use the forms to visit one-by-one with the people, sharing more 
about Jesus.

We have a long list of places we have gone on BMMI trips like Honduras, Dominican 
Republic, El Salvador, Cambodia, Vietnam, Ghana, the Philippines, and many more. Many 
places have asked for BMMI trips multiple times. We did a lot of work in Cambodia and 
built two clinics there and went to Laos several times. 

BMMI’s biggest impact is doing things for people who have no way to repay you, 
going places where people have no access to any kind of health care. All my life, I’ve been 
fortunate because I’ve never done anything I disliked professionally. In my practice, there 
were doctors who counted the minutes before they got to leave the office. My original 
degree was in geophysics, but there wasn’t a demand for geologists. So, at the age of twenty-
five, I took the MCAT test for medical school and passed it. The world today wants good 
wages, a house, perfect everything, but I really enjoy practicing medicine and seeing people 
get better and achieve the goal of good health.

Somebody asked me if doctors really care if people get better. I said, “Sure they do!” 
You like people to believe in your skills and have confidence that you know what you’re 
doing for them.

The following are snippets from some of Dr. Izard’s favorite stories:
During a BMMI trip to China, we visited a young man who was very sick in bed and 

couldn’t get up. He had arthritis in his joints and really bad psoriasis. The family had put 
him in a small, dark, concrete room in the back because he was a stigma to the family. But 
I told the family they needed to get the young man out in the sunshine and start him on 
prednisone. Later, when I went back with the medical team, we saw people at a pharmacy 
who told us I had a patient who wanted to see me. I couldn’t think of any patients I had 
in China but went with them anyway. Well, it was the young man I had cared for. He had 

walked to the medical center to thank me for healing him. 
The most unique place I’ve ever been is also China. First time we went there was back 

when Hong Kong was independent and you could only get in through customs. We were in 
this long line when we arrived at the border of China in Hong Kong and suddenly, soldiers 
came to my seat and told me to come with them. You read all these horror stories about 
China, but I went with them anyway and they took me through the diplomatic line without 
checking my baggage. I was waiting on the other side when the others saw me. They were 
just being respectful, which is very important in their culture.

One time, we were being bombed back when Bush was president. Jeff Franks was a 
missionary and we went to the country of Georgia to establish clinics in this little old town 
where they dropped mortars all night. But it was just a warning. The Georgian army wasn’t 
going to fight the Russian army. I thought we should leave earlier than we planned, so we 
went down to Tbilisi where a Russian bomb had hit the airport. You couldn’t fly out and 
the roads were blocked out of Georgia. We finally found a van to take us to Armenia on 
the border and next to Georgia. So, I called Asatur to help because I knew him. We’d been 
to Armenia many times. He got us a place to stay and took us out through the mountains. 
In Georgia, they make a great cheese bread that our driver bought to give to the Armenian 
guard as a bribe. When we got to the gate, he had been hitting the bottle pretty heavily, and 
we were way up the mountains when he decided he wanted us to eat bread and drink with 
him. Well, we weren’t going to drink, but he liked it, and we needed to get out of there. It 
took him forever to get those stamps in our passports, and the driver was getting madder 
and madder. But finally we got out and went to Armenia.
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Faithful Service to the Ati Tribe
By Flordeliza Dequino
ChangeMaker in the Philippines
bmaglobal.org

Thank you for this opportunity. I pray that through this article, the readers 
will be encouraged to be brave while facing circumstances in the ministry.

I am Ms. Flordeliza A. Dequino. I work with the Ati tribe in the 
southern part of Negros Island in the Philippines. I am happy to share my 

testimony.
I got saved when I was 16 years old. I was led to the Lord by Pastor Henry Adrias who 

-

two years. I felt that God was calling me to fully serve Him, so I went to the Bible college to 

years. I worked as a church worker and a school teacher for six years in our Baptist acad-
emy here in the Philippines. I spent three years as a missionary in Cambodia. I have now 
spent 12 years with the Ati tribe.

ministry. I chose to remain as a missionary despite having the chance to have a higher pay-

my needs through it all. Working with this tribe is truly an inspiration for me. I used to 
live in comfort, but God led me out of my comfort zone to prepare for the challenges and 
adventure of doing tribal mission work as a single person.

I started this tribal mission work with the Ati tribe in the central part of Negros Island. 

many years. Education was not available for them. Being trapped in a cycle of poverty and 
illiteracy, they could not advance economically. Most of their women sold herbal medicine 

their families.

understand God’s word. I also encouraged them to value education and economic opportu-

but it was still a pleasure and an honor to faithfully serve God.

third Sunday, and Brother Cedie Sencida preaches every second and fourth Sunday. 
Brother Roter was a full scholar student of our mother church, Granada Missionary Baptist 
Church, under the leadership of Pastor Ariel Bermejo. Miss Cherry Sencida is helping me 

We give food packs to 180 families every year, and we have maintained a feeding 
program for 200 Ati children for 12 years. We hold VBS every summer. We provide the 
“First Time Ever to Wear or Taste” event every December. Each activity is accompanied by 
prayers, songs, and a Bible story. I know that God loves the children. Many times, resources 

was so full of joy when I did that. Many children currently attend Sunday school at 

with their tribal beliefs and traditions. I know that someday they will become better 
citizens in their community. I believe if we don’t teach them God’s ways from God’s 
word, the world will teach them their ways.

We have a youth fellowship every month. We have bonding, overnight retreats, 

the glory. We have two young professionals who now have a stable job in the govern-
ment. One of them was our worship leader for our worship services. May God use 
them mightily in His vineyard.

We also have in-home Bible studies every week. We now have 11 homes sched-
uled. I teach them sound doctrine and biblical principles. It is a challenge to teach the 
adults because their minds are already full of their tribal beliefs and traditions. I never 
lose hope. I just do my part to share God’s love to them. We have souls that come to 
know the Lord and receive Christ as their Lord and personal Savior through these 
Bible studies.

God blessed us to build a new church building for His glory. It was a project 

voluntary and each had to do their own assigned task. Even the children gave their active 

grace of God, He will provide in His time. All the glory and honor to Him.
Finally, I am grateful to the BMA for sending many American missionaries to share 

love that you have shared. I know many American missionaries stood up for the cause of 

reason is because God is walking that road with me every step of the way. In 1 Timothy 
1:12 (KJV), the Bible says “And I thank Christ Jesus our Lord, who hath enabled me, for 
that he counted my faithful, putting me into the ministry.”

provision for my two orphan nieces’ schooling.

May God bless you!

By Donny Parrish
Lifeword Executive Director
lifeword.org

VSM’s Gateway to Missions

Ever wondered what David Dickson, Bryan and Pam Risner, Candra Barnett, 
Stan and Donna Scroggins, and the Johnsons have in common? It’s simple. 

their journey through BMA Volunteer Student Missions (VSM).
For years, VSM has been the steppingstone for many to discover their calling 

and engage in ministry. Many who took part in these short-term trips found that their 
passion for missions grew, leading them to commit their lives to long-term service.

of Central Arkansas who were involved with their local Association of Baptist Students 

attracting hundreds of students each summer. SOAR, the BMA’s annual student event, 
began promoting these trips, making VSM a central part of their challenge to students. 
Eventually, BMA Missions (now BMA Global) embraced the idea of summer mission trips 
for students, integrating it into their mission opportunities for local churches. Over the 
years, hundreds of students have dedicated part of their summer break to serve with BMA 

missionaries worldwide. Time and again, these short-term trips have become the 
launching pad for long-term missionary service. Many of today’s missionaries can trace 

Today, VSM is led by Angela Rice, Coordinator of Short-term Missions. Each year, 
students commit to serving in the United States and across the globe, helping BMA 

short-term mission opportunities that Angela promotes, organizes, and oversees annually. 

World Missions Weekend! In 2024 alone, over two dozen groups served with BMA 
missionaries through BMA Short-term Missions.

Involving students in the Great Commission is at the heart of Volunteer Student 
Missions. Young people continue to hear the call to serve the Lord, and VSM remains 

beginning of a lifelong journey in missions!
To learn more about a BMA Short-term Missions trip for your church or to send your 

students on a Volunteer Student Missions adventure, visit www.bmaglobal.org/vsm or call 
Angela Rice at 214.498.3041 OR angela@bmaglobal.org

Donny poses with students at VSM Bootcamp in 2009
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By Emily Brantley
Lifeword
lifeword.org

Lifeword Celebrates 75 Years of BMA Global

Seventy-five years ago, the Baptist Missionary Association (BMA) took a 
monumental step in its global mission work by commissioning its first 
missionary, Bro. Harold Morris. Little did they know that Morris’ obedience to 
God’s calling would not only spread the gospel in South America (and, later, 

in Europe) but also lay the foundation for what is now Lifeword, a thriving media ministry 
that continues to reach the world.

Harold Morris was a man of vision and determination. After 12 years of mission 
work in Brazil and another year in France and Portugal, Bro. Morris’s health forced him to 
return from the mission field. He carried a deep burden for the lost in his home country. In 
1965, he wrote, “Surely, we have only to read the front pages of our newspaper or hear the 
newscasts to know that our nation is in crisis times, and we feel that the greatest help that 
we could give our own America is the gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ.” He understood that 
true change could only come through the transformative power of Christ.

God gave Morris 
a new way to fulfill the 
Great Commission: media 
ministry. On September 4, 
1965, he launched a Saturday 
afternoon radio program 
called Harvest Gleaner 
Hour on KSTL in St. Louis, 
Missouri, with the goal of 
“making Jesus known to the 
multitudes of our land.”

Morris saw the potential 
of radio to reach more people 
in a week than a single 
missionary family could in a 
lifetime. His relentless pursuit 
of excellence led him to seek 
out the highest-powered 
stations and to send recorded 
sermons, music, and Bible 
studies to the nations.

His successors carried 
forward his vision. Under 
their leadership, the ministry 
expanded rapidly, increasing 
its radio reach and adding 
languages such as Spanish, 
Creole French, Portuguese, 
Arabic, and Mandarin. 
In 1978, Harvest Gleaner 
Hour had become a global 
presence, and by 1987, a 
name change was in order. 
During a strategic meeting, 
George Reddin stated the 
purpose of the ministry was 
“to spread the words of life to 
everyone around the world.” 
Thus, Harvest Gleaner Hour 
became Lifeword.

Lifeword continued to innovate, embracing television, print materials, and later, 
digital media. Under the leadership of Steve Crawley and Donny Parrish, the ministry 
transitioned to cloud- based technology, making gospel content available in over 160 
languages worldwide.

Harold Morris likely never imagined how technology would evolve, but his passion 
for using media to spread the gospel still drives Lifeword’s mission. From a single radio 
broadcast to a global digital footprint, the impact of his obedience continues, fulfilling 
Jesus’ command to “Go, preach, and make disciples.

The commissioning of Harold Morris was a defining moment in BMA Global’s history 
and in Lifeword’s, as it paved the way for the creation of this ministry. As BMA Global 
celebrates its 75th anniversary, we at Lifeword also celebrate the legacy of Bro. Harold 
Morris, the beginning of BMA Global and, later, Lifeword, and how both ministries 
continue to reach people for Christ around the world.
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“A Cup of Friendship” is the 2025 theme for the Texas 
Women’s Missionary Auxiliary. Who are your best friends? 
What do you love and respect about them? What do they bring 
to your life? What do you bring to theirs? 

There is nothing like genuine friendship; it is a true blessing. 
A real friend brings laughter, fun and comradery.  It makes a 
person feel as though they are not alone. One of the greatest 
values of close friendships is being both known and loved. 
However, this type of friendship does not just happen, especially 
as adults. Building a lasting friendship takes time. This kind 
of friendship requires effort, vulnerability and the ability to 
navigate conflict.

Create a friend map. List people from the neighborhood, 
school, work, gym, coffee shop or church who could potentially 
become a new friend. What steps could you take to make a new 
friend, or two? How could you incorporate loving kindness into 
your current friendships during 2025?

John 15:12-13 says, “My command is this: love each other as 
I have loved you. Greater love has no one than this:  to lay down 
one’s life for one’s friends.” Doing life with friends is a great 
blessing. Without friends, life can be boring, and the road is 
definitely lonely. No one likes to feel alone and without a friend. 
It is easy to recognize the importance of friendship and the 
priceless gift that a true friend can be. Deep friendship—the kind 
marked by consistency, honesty and sensitivity—is the standard 
which the Bible holds up to us. Friendship is God’s gift to us.   

In many of the accounts of Jesus Christ in the New Testament, 
He speaks of the value of real friendship and how to be a good 
friend. In Luke 6:31, Jesus gives simple advice: Treat others 
the way you would want to be treated. Notice Jesus did not say, 
“Treat others the way you get treated,” yet this is what today’s 
culture says, spreading the message, “If someone hurts you, it’s 
okay if you hurt them back. It’s fair.” But Jesus states differently. 
He says be kind and forgiving, even to those who hurt you. A 
true friend is someone who loves at all times. 

Love is a language of the heart, it excites, encourages and 
makes friendships meaningful and fun. Friendship without love 
is like ships without sails and tunnels without light at the end. 
Love is the glue that holds strong friendships together, even in 
hard and uncertain times, but not all would-be friends are loving.  
Some people only stick around when things are going well for 
them.  A good friendship is one that will express love at all times 
in life, the good and the not so good.

The world is watching how Christians treat one another. Our 
children are watching. People wonder if believers really are any 
different from the rest of the world. “Therefore encourage one 
another and build each other up, just as in fact you are doing” (1 
Thessalonians 5:11).

By CHARLOTTE JOHNSON
Texas WMA Second Vice President

Dare to Become a Friend in 2025

So, in 2025, I encourage you to do the following six things: 
1.	Find someone who needs a friend.
2.	Invest time with that person.
3.	Act on opportunities to support and express love for that 

person.
4.	Build communication and trust.
5.	Always have their back.
6.	Share laughter and have fun as you experience the good 

times and not so good.
And, don’t forget the Ladies’ Retreat July 25–26, 2025!

WMA PROJECT RELATED PRAYER REQUEST
One of the young people in foster care is struggling to bond 

with the family that is seeking to adopt this 13-year-old.  Pray 
that Jesus is accepted as Savior and that stability with this 
adoptive family is the outcome.

IMPORTANT AUXILIARY DATES
•	 March 29: Wood County WMA Spring Luncheon, Walnut 

Street, Winnsboro, 10 a.m.
•	 March 29: Liberty Association Missions Conference, 

Fellowship, Pittsburg
•	 April 6: Cherokee District WMA, First, Maydelle, 2:30 

p.m.
•	 April 7: Central Texas WMA/Brotherhood, Primera Iglesia 

Bautista, Mexia, 6:30 p.m.
•	 April 11: Wood County WMA, Hubbard Chapel, Quitman 

10 a.m.
•	 April 12: Liberty District WMA, Latch, Gilmer, 10 a.m.
•	 July 19: State Sunbeams, Jacksonville College, 9 a.m. – 3 

p.m.
•	 July 25–26: Texas WMA Retreat, Rosewood, Gilmer
•	 Sept 13: Houston-Anderson District WMA
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FREE TOPGOLF EVENT
IN CONJUNCTION WITH THE

BMAA National Meeting
Topgolf Tournament

Monday, April 21st, 1-4PM
8787 Parklane, Dallas

BMA Seminary
CALL 800.259.5673 TO REGISTER

Each player will receive a $250 stipend for travel expenses.
(Funded by a private grant, not by our churches)

BMA Seminary is excited to announce that it has been 
awarded a Pathways 2025 Assessment and Planning Grant. 
The award comes from a philanthropic foundation and is 
intended “to support exploration and opportunities that 
strengthen and sustain . . . the school’s capacity to prepare 
and support pastoral leaders for Christian churches.” 

Through the years, BMA Seminary administrators have 
gathered anecdotal information from BMA pastors and 
congregational leaders regarding specific needs and emerging 
challenges for their congregations as they pertain to pastoral 
leadership. Afterall, the seminary exists to equip individuals 
for leadership roles within BMA churches. 

However, the assessment and planning grant will allow 
BMA Seminary to give opportunities for church leaders to 
clarify what they consider to be specific needs and challenges 
for their congregations as they pertain to pastoral leadership. 
Hopefully, seminary personnel can respond by developing 
accurate and targeted strategies for addressing the stated 
needs and challenges for BMA congregations and their 
pastoral leaders. 

So, how will the Assessment and Planning Grant work? 

First, it allows BMA Seminary to use grant funds rather than 
the institution’s general fund that comes from donations and 
tuition income. Second, it allows BMA Seminary to host a 
series of events where fun, fellowship, and fact finding can 
occur. 

The main event is scheduled for April 21, 2025, at Topgolf 
Dallas, a day before the annual association meeting of the 
Baptist Missionary Association of America in Waxahachie, 
Texas. Grant funds will pay for those attending to play golf 
and eat. In other words, this is an opportunity to play Topgolf 
for free, including those with physical disabilities. Designated 
congregational leaders will also be asked to help the seminary 
by sharing their thoughts about pastoral leadership needs and 
challenges. The designated congregational leaders will also 
receive a stipend to help offset an extra night’s hotel expense. 
The event is scheduled from 1:00-4:00 PM. It will be very 
helpful if you can sign up for the event by emailing the 
seminary president’s office at president@bmats.edu.

Please take advantage of this unique opportunity to have 
some fun and help BMA Seminary. If you are reading this 
article, we hope you can join us!

By CHARLEY HOLMES, D.Min.
BMA Seminary Development Officer

Join us for early for fun and fellowship
Have you ever wondered why the Baptist Missionary 

Association of America (BMAA) has “Association” in its 
name? In conjunction with the 75th Anniversary of the BMAA, 
you are invited to BMA Seminary and Jacksonville College, in 
Jacksonville, April 8-9, 2025 for a series of lectures on what it 
means to belong to an association of churches.

Lectures will be presented by Dr. Thom South, adjunct 
professor of church history and theology at BMA Seminary and 
pastor of Eastside, Conway, Arkansas; and Dr. David Erickson, 
president of Jacksonville College and former professor of 
church history and theology at the BMA Seminary.

A schedule of the lectures is below:   
•	 April 8: 10 a.m. – 

Defining “Church” and “Association”
Dr. Thom South, 
Dorman Chapel, BMA Seminary

•	 April 8: 2 p.m. – 
Biblical Basis and 
Benefits of an Association
Dr. Thom South, 
Dorman Chapel, BMA Seminary

•	 April 9: 11 a.m. – 
A History of the BMAA 
Dr. David Erickson, 
Buckner Chapel, Jacksonville College

By DAVID HELWIG
BMA Seminary Vice President

The Importance of Associationism

▲ Dr. Thorn South

▲ Dr. David Erickson
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BMA SEMINARY (Jacksonville, Texas)—BMA Seminary is 
pleased to announce that Dr. David Hellwig, of Jacksonville has 
been elected to serve as the institution’s new vice president/dean. 
The seminary’s board of trustees met for a regularly scheduled 
meeting and accepted President Philip Attebery’s nomination of 
Hellwig for the position Feb. 28, 2025. 

Since 2009, Hellwig has served BMA Seminary as a professor 
of biblical studies with primary emphasis in the New Testament. 
Hellwig has also served as the recording clerk for the seminary’s 
faculty. According to Attebery, Hellwig has been a tremendously 
beloved professor. 

In the fall of 2024, Attebery appointed Hellwig to serve the 
institution as its associate dean. Hellwig’s credentials include 30 
years of significant pastoral experience and several earned academic 
degrees. Hellwig holds a bachelor of arts degree from Central 
Baptist College in Conway, Arkansas, and both a master of divinity 
degree and doctor of Philosophy from Mid-America Baptist 
Theological Seminary. 

Hellwig is a native of Missouri 
where he attended a BMA church. 
He and his wife Kerri have four 
grown children. 

According to Hellwig, “I have 
enjoyed my tenure as a professor 
of biblical studies at the BMA 
Seminary and look forward to the 
future. I appreciate the board’s 
confidence in electing me to this 
important position. I am excited 
about furthering the seminary’s 
ministry of equipping faithful 
workers to serve in our churches, 
throughout the BMA, and around the world.”

Individuals with interest in attending or supporting BMA 
Seminary may contact Vice President Hellwig via email at bmats@
bmats.edu or phone at 903-586-2501.

Hellwig named BMA Seminary Vice President

▲ Dr. David Hellwig

(This article is an excerpt from 
this spring’s Baptist Expositor 
Sunday School quarterly titled, 
“The Believer’s Hope: Doctrine 
of the Resurrection”.)

How does one become fit or 
acceptable to enter the kingdom 
of God? 

Whi le  be l ievers  are  no 
more saved than when they 
first believed in Jesus, they still 
remain in corrupted flesh and 
blood. There must be a change. 
This change is quite a mystery! 
The key word mystery refers to a truth that was once hidden but 
has now been revealed. This change that must take place is the 
future resurrection of those who are born again. It will be the 
glorified body that believers receive that will make them fit for 
the kingdom of God. 

While not all of those who are in Jesus Christ will die or 
fall asleep, before the coming of the Lord, all believers in Jesus 
Christ shall and must be changed (1 Corinthians 15:51). This 
passage, paired with 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18, a related passage, 
makes clear that both Christians who are alive and those who 
have died will be raised in the power of Jesus’ resurrection 
on the last day! Praise God that we shall be changed from our 
sinful body to a glorified body like Jesus Christ. 

The change that must happen will take place “in a moment, 
in the twinkling Lesson 13: Must Be Changed 1 Corinthians 
15:50-58 of an eye” (1 Corinthians 15:52). This moment will 
be too quick to time with a stopwatch. Believers in Jesus Christ 
will be changed from their sinful flesh to their glorified body 
instantly. That is hard to imagine and is only possible with God! 
This quicker-than-a-millisecond change will happen “at the last 
trump.” 

This picture of a trumpet being blown depicts the 
announcement of the Lord’s coming in both the Old and New 
Testament (Isaiah 27:13; Matthew 24:31). There is a sense of 
immanency in the twinkling of an eye and last trump. When 
this moment comes, Jesus will return and receive His people by 
raising the dead in Christ to incorruptible bodies and changing 
those still in their mortal bodies to immortality (15:53). 

Paul emphatically stated that “the corruptible must put 
on incorruption, and this mortal must put on immortality” (1 
Corinthians 15:53). The repeated phrase demonstrates that 
‘putting on’ is not merely a possibility but an anticipated fact. 
This will and must happen! “Putting on” conveys the idea of 
someone being clothed. Think of it as a person helping someone 
get dressed. In these verses, Jesus clothes His redeemed with a 
body like His. 

While we live in our corruptible bodies that are affected by 
sin for the time being, Jesus will one day clothe us with bodies 
that do not know the effects of sin. It will be incorruptible! 
Philippians 3:20-21, a related passage, makes clear that those 
born of the Spirit will be transformed to their glorious bodies 
by the power of the Lord Jesus Christ. Praise God that while 
we live in our mortal bodies, at Jesus’ coming, He will clothe us 
with immortality!

The spring Sunday School quarter runs March—May.
You may order at: baptistpublishinghouse.com | 888-727-

8715

We Must Be Changed
By  TANNER CHOPPY
Pastor of Ebenezer Baptist Church in Huntsville, Texas

Save the date for ReCharge 
’25, Sept. 29-Oct. 1, and join 
Heal thy Church Solut ions 
and BMA Global for spiritual 
refueling, encouragement and 
fellowship in the Memphis/
South Haven, Mississippi area.  

Our speaker is Sam Rainer, 
lead pastor of West Bradenton 
Baptist  Church in Florida, 
president of Church Answers, 
and the co-founder and co-
owner of Rainer Publishing. 

Other details announced soon! Let us recognize your 
ministry efforts, pour into you and serve you this fall!

By LARRY BARKER
BMA Global Missions Vice President 
Healthy Church Solutions and Training

ReCharge ’25 scheduled for the fall

▲ Sam Rainer

The Texas GMA hosted 64 girls and ladies at Daniel Springs 
Camp for their annual girls’ retreat March 7-8. The state GMA 
officers did a wonderful job planning and leading activities 
throughout the weekend and fun was had by all. The group was 
able to raise just over $3,000 to support the rebuilding of outdoor 
tabernacles damaged by various storms at the camp. Jason Prewitt, 
executive director of the camp, served as retreat pastor as the girls 
learned about “Taking the Plunge” for Jesus and what it truly 
means to take up your cross and follow Him on a daily basis 
through his messages and breakout sessions. 

Allie Mauk of Gilmer, was elected as the new state GMA 
president and will lead a team of young ladies from around the 
state as they plan for the 2026 retreat which is to be held at Daniel 
Springs Camp March 13-14, 2026. Madalie Gardner from First, 
Palmer was named Texas Miss GMA and Samantha Dumas from 

Camille Acres, Longview was named Texas Alternate Miss GMA. 
These ladies will be representing the GMA work throughout the 
state during the coming year. 

As we look to our next meeting, we invite all girls in grades 
4-12 to join us next year, regardless of participation in an ongoing 
GMA program. We also encourage all churches to help us raise 
money to support our new project of overhauling the Texas BMA 
Missions trailer and supplies. All girls are also invited to join us for 
the National Girls’ Discipleship Retreat at Daniel Springs Camp 
June 10-13, 2025. Registration for that camp is open through May 
22nd. We hope to see you at one of our upcoming events!

If you have any questions regarding GMA, what the program 
entails, how to get it started at your church, or how to help 
support us, please reach out to the promotion team at promoter@
texasgma.org.

By KATIE ALLEN
Texas GMA Houseparty

Texas GMA hosts retreat
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BMA Texas Missions cont.

▲ Chris Driver

▲ Timothy Alba 

▲ Chris Mindi

We are excited to have this time on Sunday evenings to invite 
friends, neighbors and coworkers to join us as we seek to see souls 
in Port Arthur know the redeeming work of Jesus.
Prayer Needs:

Continue to pray for opportunities to share the gospel and for 
boldness to do it. Pray for physical and spiritual protection for our 
family. Pray for Roberto and Betsy to grow in their desire to see 
their family, friends, and neighbors come to know Christ. Pray for 
the salvation of a co-worker of mine, Ms. Shine, who I've had a 
number of spiritual conversations with.

ABNER NUNEZ—
SAN ANTONIO MISSION  
ELIAS1951@HOTMAIL.COM
Prayer Needs:

This new stage of the ministry 
is progressively bringing together 
all the family cells of Bible study.

JOSE TORRES—
IGLESIA NUEVA VIDE EN CRISTO—TYLER    
JOSETORRES@GMAIL.COM

Iglesia Nueva Vida en Cristo 
is moving forward with the 
proclamation of the Word of God 
and reaching out to family and 
friends of our people. Some of 
our people have started keeping 
a spiritual journal as part of our 
discipleship, where they focus 
on the Great Commission by 
keeping a record of what they are reading, who they are praying for 
and sharing about Jesus. We have also been preaching verse by verse 
from the Gospel of John on Sundays for a 
while and have been able to discover that 
the Word speaks on different subjects and 
even current events. It has been exciting! 
Thank you for your continued support 
through BMA Texas Missions as well as 

your prayers gifts. May God bless your ministries as well.
Prayer Needs:

Please continue to pray for our church plant that we may become 
a strong church that will plant other churches for the glory of God.

CHRIS MINDI—
ANCHOR, AUSTIN MISSION IN LEANDER  
CHRIS.MINDI@BMATS.EDU

Anchor, Austin is growing in 
a healthy way, teaching God's 
Word, discipling committed 
individuals, developing leaders 
and building environments 
to meet more people and 
evangelize. Continue to pray for 
our spiritual health as we seek 
new friendships and meet new 
people. Pray for God's extended grace as we continue to serve our 
greater Indian community here.
Prayer Needs:

Pray for leadership and the leaders being mentored, for new 
families to call Anchor, Austin “home,” and for renewed passion in 
our people to follow God and delight in Him every day.

HAITAO HE—
FREE SALVATION BIBLE MISSION—CORPUS CHRISTI   
HAITAO.HE@BMATS.EDU

One of our members faced 
a major crisis regarding her 
license renewal, which could 
have required her to move to 
another state. We prayed for this 
unexpected situation in our last 
prayer meeting. She held on to 
her faith and experienced God’s 
peace. Recently, she received 
news that the rules had been updated, allowing her to continue 
working without relocating. We were all uplifted when she shared 
how this experience strengthened her trust in God’s timing and 
provision in this month's prayer meeting. We praise God!
Prayer Needs:

Pray for the continued softening of hearts in the communities we 
are reaching.

MIGUEL RAMOS—HURST MISSION   
RAMOSMIANGEL@GMAIL.COM

We are thankful that we are 
discipling Adrian and Angela as 
leaders so that in a short time, 
they too will be leaders and 
continue the work.
Prayer Needs:

We ask for prayer for the 
mission and the disciples to 
continue spreading the Word of 
God.

TIM ALBA— THE BRIDGE MISSION 
IN SEAGOVILLE   
TIMALBA1986@GMAIL.COM

We had a marriage series this 
month, and it was nice to see new 
faces and people who responded 
to wanting a healthier marriage. 
We saw many sign up for our 
baptism class as well, and we 
are hoping to baptize another 10 
people on Easter Sunday. We are 
excited to see what God is going 
to do these next couple of months.
Prayer Needs:

Please pray for a lady named Carmen. She has serious bone 
cancer, and we are praying for healing.

CHRIS DRIVER—
WEST TEXAS MULTIPLICATION NETWORK/ 
TEXAS MISSIONARY CARE 
CJDRIVER316@GMAIL.COM

Howdy from west Texas! 
What a great month we had 
here at Oasis! We have seen so 
many new visitors and many 
new contacts and had so much 
fun this month! The highlight of 
the month was a Valentines Date 
Night for couples we hosted at 
our building. We had 15 couples 
come and enjoy a great meal, great date night giveaways, learn one 
another’s love languages and we crowned our first ever Oasis Date 
Night Kissing champions! (The champs turned out to be my son and 
his girlfriend…not sure whether to be proud or worried!). But it was 
a great night where God was glorified, marriages and relationships 
strengthened in Him and new connections and friendships were 
made.  I am so thankful for your support and prayers that make it 
possible to be able to see God move and work here in west Texas. 
It’s such an amazing honor to be one of your BMAT missionaries.
Prayer Needs:

Ministry van
New connections in Sundown and SPC
Open doors for the gospel
            

▲ Abner Nunez

▲ Jose Torres

▲ Haitao He

▲ Miguel Ramos

BMA TX MISSIONS continued on p. 16
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2025 TEXAS PASTORS CONFERENCE
WHEN: March 3-4, 2025
WHERE: Round Prairie Baptist Church, Fairfield

2025 BMA OF AMERICA MEETING
WHEN: April 22-24, 2025
WHERE: Pathway Baptist Church, Waxahachie

2025 SOAR STUDENT CONFERENCE
WHEN: July 2-4, 2025
WHERE: Loews Arlington Hotel, Arlington, Texas

2025 BMA OF TEXAS MEETING
WHEN: Nov. 17-18, 2025
WHERE: Pathway Baptist Church, Waxahachie

AVAILABLE MINISTRY POSITIONS
PASTOR—Hubbard Chapel, Quitman is seeking a bivocational 
pastor. Send resume to Donnie Hutchison, 232 RCR 4310, Point, 
Texas 75472 or to Yellerbuzzard70@gmail.com. Call 903-598-2520 
for more information. The church is located at FM 778 and CR 
2590, near Quitman. 5/25

PASTOR—First, Flynn is seeking a full-time pastor. For information, 
email embry936@gmail.com. The church's address is P.O. Box 13, 
Flynn, Texas. 77871. 5/25

YOUTH/MUSIC MINISTER—Central,Texarkana is seeking a part-
time minister of youth and a part-time minister of music. Inquiries 
or resumes may be sent to musicsearch@centraltexarkana.org or 
youthsearchcbc@gmail.com. 5/25

YOUTH/CHILDREN'S PASTOR—Calvary, Morrilton, Arkansas 
is seeking a youth and children’s pastor. Send resume to 
cbcmorrilton@gmail.com or call 501-354-2117 for more information. 
3/25

PASTOR—First, Crandall is seeking a bivocational pastor.  
Resumes, including references, may be emailed to diane.
guerra51@gmail.com or mailed to FBC P.O. Box 207 Crandall, TX 
75114.  For more information, call or text 972-839-0410. 5/25

PASTOR—Calvary, Arlington is seeking a bivocational pastor.  
Email resumes to psc@calvarybaptistarlington.org. 4/25

YOUTH MINISTRY LEADER—First, Palmer is seeking a full-time 
youth ministry leader. For more information, email Pastor Gary 
Southard at pastor@fbcpalmer.org. TFN

PASTOR—Old Bethel, Canton is seeking a bivocational pastor. 
Email resumes to OBBCResume@proton.me. TFN

PASTOR—Bethel, Clayton is seeking a pastor. Send resume to Joe 
Ogden, 563 CR183, Carthage, Texas 75633 or call 903-692-0000. 
A parsonage is available for the pastor. The church is located at 
160 CR1521, Clayton. Jerry Phillips is currently serving as interim 
pastor. TFN

ANTHONY ALLEN PENNINGTON
Anthony  A l len  Penn ing ton ,  74 ,  o f 

Albuquerque, New Mexico, passed away 
Feb. 27. He pastored churches in Texas, 
Oklahoma and New Mexico, served as 
a missionary for the BMA of Texas and 
BMA of America Missions and was also a 
chaplain. A memorial service was held at 
Highland Baptist Church in Albuquerque, New Mexico March 6. 
A celebration of his life was held at Moorewood Baptist Church 
in Moorewood, Oklahoma March 8. Memorials can be made 
to the Moorewood Baptist Church or Heavens Door Ministry 
Church in care of Martin-Dugger Funeral Home, P.O. Box 707, 
Elk City, Oklahoma 73648.

JO ANN (ENLOW) BLAYLOCK
J o  A n n  ( E n l o w )  B l a y l o c k ,  8 7,  o f 

Jacksonville, passed away March 3. She 
was a member of First Baptist Church in 
Jacksonvil le and the wife of James C. 
Blaylock, who pastored churches in Texas, 
including First Baptist Church in Maydelle 
and Corinth Baptist Church in Jacksonville. He also served as 
the director of the Baptist News Service and the library director 
for the Gerald D. Kellar Memorial Library at BMA Theological 
Seminary. Jo Ann graduated from the Sylacauga School of 
Nursing in Sylacauga, Ala, as a registered nurse in 1960. She 
was pleased to keep her nursing license after retiring for 
medical mission trips. Along with her husband, she joined 
the mission team from Harrisburg Baptist Church in Tupelo, 
Mississippi, to travel to Honduras for nine consecutive years 
(2006-2014), where she used her nursing skills to serve those 
living in remote villages. Her work sharing the love of Jesus 
Christ enabled James to preach evangelistic messages at 
daily meetings. A celebration of life was held March 6 at Autry 
Funeral Home in Jacksonville. Donations may be made in her 
memory to Hospice of East Texas, 4111 University Blvd., Tyler, 
Texas 75701.

DR. TONY MAX CLEAVER, SR.,
Dr. Tony Max Cleaver, Sr., 81, of Killeen, 

passed away Feb. 25. He became a follower 
of Jesus Christ at 12 and surrendered to the 
gospel ministry at age 20. He was married 
Jerrie Sue Kellar (daughter of Gerald Kellar) on 
August 29, 1965 and was a member of First 
Baptist Church in Jacksonville. He earned his 
Bachelor of Arts and Master of Science in Education degrees from 
Baylor University, a Master of Divinity from the BMA Theological 
Seminary and a Doctor of Ministry from Luther Rice Seminary. He also 
attended the United States Army Command and General Staff College. 
He pastored churches in Texas and Mississippi, joined the United 
States Army in 1976 and became the first Army chaplain to represent 
the BMA of America. He retired from the Army Reserve as a Lieutenant 
Colonel. Additionally, he was a public school teacher and counselor, 
as well as a community college counselor. In 2001, he joined the 
staff at Jacksonville College in Jacksonville, Texas, first as director 
of development and later as the chair of the Religion Department. 
In 2010, he returned to his alma mater, BMA Theological Seminary, 
where he served as a professor of Biblical Literature and director of 
Distance Education until his retirement at the end of 2023, after more 
than 13 years of service. During his ministry, Dr. Cleaver began what 
was to become a vital part of his life by writing short essays about 
everyday experiences from the perspective of a minister and teacher. 
Over the years, his articles were published in Baptist Progress and 
other BMA papers under the column “Leave it to Cleaver.” Additionally, 
he published his articles in book form on Amazon, and at the time of 
his death, he had authored 10 books available on the platform.

A celebration of life is scheduled for March 21, at 11 a.m. at First 
Baptist Church in Killeen, with visitation at 10 a.m. Interment will follow 
at the Texas State Veterans Cemetery in Killeen, Texas, at 3 p.m.

The family requests, that in lieu of flowers, donations be made 
to the scholarship fund at the BMA Theological Seminary, via bmats.
edu/donate or P.O. Box 670, 1530 E. Pine Street, Jacksonville, Texas 
75766, or the Killeen Education Foundation for the Cleaver Family 
Scholarship, via killeenisd.org/education foundation or by calling (254) 
336-0182.
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BMA Global is honoring its rich missions heritage by 
recognizing the dedicated men and women who helped build 
its legacy. To celebrate our history of 75 years of global 
missions, Missionary Care is excited to host special reunions for 
missionary families, both past and present.

The reunions are open to all BMA international and interstate 
missionaries, including those who have served, missionary kids 
who grew up on the field, and their families. The gatherings 
will provide a meaningful opportunity for former and current 
missionaries to reconnect, reminisce, and celebrate their shared 
experiences.

To accommodate as many attendees as possible, three 
reunions will be held at each of our BMA colleges, all beginning 
at 11:30 a.m. on the dates below:

•	 Central Baptist College – Conway, Arkansas – April 5
•	 Southeastern Baptist College – Laurel, Mississippi – 

June 7
•	 Jacksonville College – Jacksonville, Texas – September 

6
We encourage every missionary and their family to attend at 

least one of these reunions, though all are welcome at multiple 
events. So come to one or join us for all! The gatherings will 
serve as a time of fellowship, reflection, and gratitude for the 
individuals who dedicated their lives for God’s global mission.

Those interested in attending are asked to RSVP by 
registering at https://form.jotform.com/250163918763159. For 
any questions about the 75th Anniversary reunions, feel free to 
email me at jonathan@bmaglobal.org.

By JONATHAN MONTGOMERY, 
BMA Global Missions Director of Missionary Care

BMA Global Celebrates 75th Anniversary 
with Missionary Reunions

March Missions Conference
Hosted by Liberty Baptist Association

Saturday, March 29, 2025
Fellowship Baptist Church in Pittsburg, Texas

9:00 a.m. Welcome
9:20 a.m. Chris Driver, Missionary
  Oasis Church, Levelland
10:05 a.m.  Eric Jordan, Missionary
  Breath of Praise Community Church, Brownwood
10:50 a.m. Kevin Williams, Missionary
  Port Arthur Mission
11:40 a.m. Lunch
1:00 p.m. Heith Mitchell, Director 
  BMA Texas Missions

For additional information, call 903-721-4821

Heith Mitchell is the director of BMA of Texas Missions. 
Contact him at P.O. Box 73, Waxahachie, Texas 75168, 
972-923-0757 or hmitchell@bmatexas.org. For more 
information, visit www.bmatexasmissions.org.

MARVIN MEDINA—PLANO MISSION  
MIRENAMARVIN7@GMAIL.COM

The mission is in a process 
o f  t rans format ion  s ince 
several people have left. God 
has shown us where we were 
failing and we decided to 
change the strategy. It was 
not easy to hear people tell 
you things, but we took it as a 
lesson. We have close family 
who are lost, so we decided to start groups at home. It is not 
easy, but God has blessed us. 

BMA Texas Missions 
cont.

▲ Marvin Mirena


