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ANNOUNCES RESIGNATION

By JERRY FULTON
Baptist Progress Director/Editor

Two days packed with singing, preaching 
and breakout sessions were enjoyed by Texas 
pastors, church staff and others at the second 
annual Texas Pastors Conference held at 
Round Prairie, Fairfield Feb. 26-27. Speakers 
included Bryan Atwood of Mississippi; Travis 
Sellers, Eliezer Semedo and Jordan Bowen 
of Arkansas and Chris Driver, Omar Pina, 
Andy Comer and Aderemi Badru of Texas. 
Topics covered knowing one’s value in the 
Lord, finding one’s identity in Christ and 
not a ministry position, vision, worship, 
God’s sovereignty, prayer, being a messenger, 
never quitting and more. Singing was led by 
Travis Sellers as well as Jeremy Wilkerson of 
Mississippi. 

Todd West, pastor connections coordinator 
for the Baptist Missionary Association of 
Texas planned and emceed the conference, 
leading those in attendance to break into small 
groups after each message to consider and 
discuss what had been preached.

Breakout sessions on developing a volunteer 
culture, developing a prayer culture and 
reaching those within one’s circle of contact 
and influence (oikos) were led by Comer, 
Bowen and Driver. 

Plans are already being made for the 2025 
Texas Pastors Conference. When a schedule 
is in place, it will be published by Baptist 
Progress.

Second annual Texas Pastors Conference 
held in Fairfield

▲ Bryan Atwood ▲ Travis Sellers ▲ Eliezer Semedo

▲ Jordan Bowen ▲ Chris Driver ▲ Omar Pina

▲ Andy Comer ▲ Aderemi Badru ▲ Todd West
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By JERRY FULTON

What type of church member are you?

▲ Jerry Fulton

There are two types of church members. The 
first type of church member helps his or her pastor 
fulfill his role with joy. The second type of church 
member causes his or her pastor grief. To be sure, 
the Hebrew writer clearly commands in Hebrews 
13:17, “Obey them that have the rule over you, 
and submit yourselves: for they watch for your 
souls, as they that must give account, that they 
may do it with joy, and not with grief: for that is 
unprofitable for you.”

As a pastor, I have had many church members 
who have indeed made fulfilling my role joyful. 
But to be honest, there have also been a few who 
have caused me much grief. Those who cause 
their pastors grief will no doubt give an account to 
God for their actions. Those who help their pastor 
to fulfill his role with joy will surely be rewarded. 

Recently, my heart broke to hear a fellow 
pastor tell of how some of his church members 
have treated him. Disrespecting a pastor is an 
inexcusable offense and a downright dangerous 
undertaking. Beware! God is watching!

After hearing the pastor grieve for what 
some of his church members have put him 
through, I came across an article written by 
David McLemore, a preacher of the gospel who 
serves as an elder at Refuge Church in Franklin, 
Tennessee. His article was included at ftc.com, the 
For the Church website, published by Midwestern 
Seminary. 

McLemore listed 10 ways one can encourage 
his or her pastor(s). I appreciated the article so 
much that I have chosen to share some of what 
McLemore wrote in this article.

According to McLemore, the first way one 
can encourage his or her pastor is by thanking 
him. McLemore noted that it is not easy to carry 
the burden of ministry every day, and while a 
pastor is not in the ministry for a thank you from 
his congregation, expressing appreciation toward 
him is good. One practical way he suggested 
his readers could thank their pastor is through a 
handwritten letter. McLemore emphasized that 
30-second emails do not mean nearly as much or 
stick around nearly as long as handwritten letters. 
I agree, as I have an encouragement file folder in 
my desk full of cards and letters I have received 
over the years. 

The second way one can encourage his or 
her pastor is by being specific in his or her 
thanks toward him. For example, one might 
compliment one phrase or thought his or her 
pastor shared in a sermon or a specific action he 

performed. McLemore wrote, one practical way 
to do this is to immediately after the service, walk 
up with a smile and repeat to him one phrase from 
a sermon one found life-giving. He noted, “Every 
pastor wants to help people see God. Tell him 
specifically how God used him that day.” 

The third way one can encourage his or 
her pastor is by submitting to his leadership. 
Submitting to pastoral leadership is a requirement 
of scripture (Hebrews 13:7, 17). A practical way 
for one to submit to pastoral leadership is to pray 
that God will give him or her (the church member) 
a spirit of submission. McLemore stressed, 
“Unless it is a gospel issue, sinful or illegal, submit 
to the leadership.” He continued, “I guarantee your 
pastor has thought more and prayed harder about 
the vision he is presenting than your 30 seconds of 
evaluation.” A man once told me, “I follow God, 
but I don’t follow any man.” I replied, “If you 
don’t follow God’s man, then you don’t follow 
God because He has commanded you to do so as 
long as that man is following the leadership of the 
Holy Spirit.” Think about it!

The fourth way one can encourage his 
or her pastor is by making his job easy. The 
pastor’s job is problematic enough without 
a church member adding to those problems. 
McLemore wrote, “Be a life giver and not a life 
sucker.” Just because one has an opinion, does 
not mean that he or she always must share that 
opinion with the pastor or others. Again, submit 
to your pastor’s leadership. I knew a man whose 
wife told him, “You have an opinion and you 
think everybody is entitled to it.” Do not be 
opinionated!

The fifth way one can encourage his or her 
pastor is by honoring him. Some churches have 
the philosophy, “Lord, you keep him humble and 
we’ll keep him poor.” What a sad indictment 
against any church! Remember to honor your 
pastor on special occasions such as his birthday, 
his anniversary with the church and during Pastor 
Appreciation Month. Every church should pay 
their pastor(s) well and speak well of him in public 
and private. If your pastor preaches the gospel, do 
not beat him up because he does not check all your 
boxes. Life is not about you or your preferences!

The sixth way one can encourage his or 
her pastor is by squashing gossip. McLemore 
wrote, “When someone shares something you 
know is gossip, end the conversation immediately. 
You may be able to do it subtly. You may have 
to confront publicly.” He continued, “Nothing 

can ruin a church 
as quickly as 
a bit of juicy 
information.”

The seventh 
way one can 
encourage his 
or her pastor 
is by coming to 
church. Every 
church member 
should simply 
make the decision 
to come to church 
every week. It is not difficult. Make it a rule that 
unless you are too sick to get out of bed, you go to 
church. We all need to be encouraged by attending 
church and the pastor is encouraged when you are 
faithful to attend church each week.

The eighth way one can encourage his 
or her pastor is by engaging in the life of the 
church in the way God has gifted them. Every 
church member should discover his or her spiritual 
gift(s) and use it or them for the good of the 
church and the glory of God. All should be ready 
to serve whenever or wherever he or she can. As 
I write these words, I am thinking of a specific 
church member who does just that—eagerly and 
cheerfully serves whenever or wherever he can.

The ninth way one can encourage his or her 
pastor is by trusting him. A pastor leads the best 
way he can as he follows Jesus. McLemore wrote, 
“Give him the benefit of the doubt. Trust him until 
he proves he’s untrustworthy.”

The tenth way one can encourage his or her 
pastor is by praying for him. Throughout the 
week, on your way to church and as he is about 
to stand to preach, every church member should 
pray for his or her pastor. McLemore challenged, 
“When you get [to church], tell him you prayed 
for him on the way. Let him know he’s not the 
only one trusting God to provide [that day].”

My prayer is that this article will cause some 
church members to repent of causing their pastors 
grief and some church members to apologize to 
their pastor for the way they have treated him. 
I pray that those who have sat on the sidelines 
and been part-time church attenders will simply 
make the decision to be at church every Sunday 
unless they are physically hindered. Finally, I pray 
that those who have made their pastor’s life a joy 
will make a renewed commitment to do that until 
Jesus returns.
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By HEITH MITCHELL

A word from your Missions Office

BMA TX MISSIONS continued on p. 11

▲ Jose Gil

▲ Isaias Martinez

It is an exciting season in your Texas Missions. Your 
missionaries reported 35 salvations last month. They are all 
gearing up for Easter outreach and services. They need our 
prayers. We just finished up another successful audit and our 
staff is celebrating. You have a fine staff serving you in your 
Texas Missions. In 2023, 91 percent of your giving went 
to the mission field with only 9 percent being spent on the 
ministry. We are proud of this fact and thankful to God that 
He makes it possible. We try to be good stewards of the funds 
you invest.

One other thing we are excited about, we got to invest 
in pastors, staff and their wives at the Annual Pastors 
Conference this month. It is a joy to give back through the 
BMAT Church Connections Ministry. Todd West is doing 
a good job of leading this ministry. Todd planned a good 
conference but it was evident to all that God brought the 
details together into an event where we met with God. We 
were encouraged and equipped as we glorified God on both 
days. You should plan to be there next February.

A word from your missionaries
ISAIAS MARTINEZ—CONROE MISSION  
ISAIASMJ1966@GMAIL.COM

The mission advances in a 
general sense. New families 
have joined. We have six 
oikos groups. New converts 
are being discipled.

Prayer Needs:
Please pray for our family 

in Cuba, going through one 
of the most critical economic 
crises of these times.

JOSE GIL—PROYECTO MISIONERO “LIDIA”  
JOSEDARIO.GIL@GMAIL.COM

We are moving forward in teaching God’s Word. People 
are getting familiarized with 
basic doctr ines.  Sharing 
meals after every meeting is 
a joyful time. We are sharing 
as a family in God. The cell in 
Spring attended the sixteenth 
a n n i v e r s a r y  o f  I g l e s i a 
Bautista Getsemani. This 
cell is becoming a powerful 
reference in the vicinity of disciples. 

Prayer Needs:
Pray for robust leadership, wisdom to keep harmony in 

the cells. Also, pray as we plan a koinonia for the two cells 
during spring break week, and funds that will be needed.

JAIME HENRIQUEZ—
FUENTE DE VIDA ETERNA MISSION IN TOMBALL 
DAIRYJENY@YAHOO.COM

Here at the mission we 
continue working to enlarge 
the Kingdom of the Lord 
by sharing the gospel and 
edifying the saints. We have 
had visitors for the first time 
this  month and we pray 
that they come to salvation. 
A coup le  who  i s  be ing 
discipled and who both accepted Jesus as their Savior is in 
a complicated immigration situation because they are not 
married, so I cannot baptize them. The church is strong and 
healthy.

Prayer Needs:
Pray that new visitors come to the knowledge of faith in 

the Lord Jesus Christ.

▲ Jamie Henriquez
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Jacksonville College held its 2024 homecoming celebration 
Feb. 16-17, 2024. In anticipation of the big weekend, campus 
activities and themed dress up days were held for students 
throughout the week. To celebrate the 125th anniversary of 
the college, the theme was “One for the Ages: Time Honored 
Traditions.” 

Alumni were welcomed to campus on Friday with lunch 
and campus tours. Highlights included visiting the indoor golf 
facility, posing with the 125th photo backdrop, and touring the 
new on-campus alumni office. To coincide with homecoming 
weekend, Jacksonville College partnered with the City of 
Jacksonville to have banners displayed throughout downtown 
Jacksonville. This was a welcome sight as attendees drove 
through town. 

On Friday evening, alumni and other friends of the college 
gathered at First Baptist Church of Jacksonville for the annual 
alumni meeting. A short concert from alumnus Stephen 
Burnaman was a special treat for attendees. The Alumni 
Association presented a check for the Restoring the Heart 
campaign to President David Erickson. The crowd was also 
blessed with an address from former president of the college, 
Dr. Edwin Crank. While the annual bonfire was suspended due 
to high winds, students were still able to enjoy lawn games and 
warm beverages from Sonshine Lighthouse Ministries’ coffee 
truck.

Saturday kicked off with the annual Gathering of the 
Jags at First Baptist Church. President Erickson addressed 
the alumni and expressed gratitude for their faithful service 
to the college while providing a vision for the future of the 
college. He also announced the much-anticipated return of 
a music program to Jacksonville College. Alumnus Stephen 
Burnaman was honored as the Distinguished Alumni recipient 
for 2024. Brenda and Charlie Hudson were named as Coming 
Home Royalty and the “4s” classes were also recognized. 
Additionally, current student Brandon Jimenez was introduced 
as the recipient of the Harold and Anita Small Scholarship.  

The day continued with individual alumni chapter luncheons 
throughout town. The Kellar-Laird-Carroll chapter (attended 
JC 1935-1965) met at First Baptist Church, the Bearden-
Bonner-Gaylor chapter (attended 1966-79) met at Craft Baptist 
Church, the Anderson-Orr-Small chapter (attended 1980-99) 
met at Central Baptist Church, and the Crank-Ross chapter 
(attended 2000-present) met at the Jacksonville College Little 
Cafeteria. The BBG chapter had over 100 in attendance at their 
luncheon.

Jacksonville College students, staff, alumni and fans 
gathered at Curtis Carroll Fieldhouse as the Lady Jags took 

Jacksonville College Celebrates 2024 Homecoming
By MICHELLE KEARNEY
Jacksonville College

on the Coastal Bend Cougars. The game kicked off with the 
national anthem being sung by the alumni. Then, the Jaguars 
men’s team faced Victoria College. Jacksonville College’s 
2024 Homecoming Court was presented during halftime of the 
men’s game. Members of the court for 2024 were Viktoriya 
Korniychuk, Bupe Malamula, Grace Okih, Keilee Riley, 
Hannah Zoch, Jackson Bisungu, Brandon Jimenez, and Filippo 
Spagnesi. Viktoriya Korniychuk and Brandon Jimenez were 
crowned the 2024 Jacksonville College Homecoming Queen 
and King.

Sophomore Viktoriya (Vika) is the daughter of Andriy and 
Olena Korniychuk. She is an international student from Rivne, 
Ukraine. Vika is a pre-nursing student and plans to complete 
her Bachelor of Science in Nursing after graduating from 
Jacksonville College. Vika says that as a nurse she "wants to 
help people and make a difference in their lives." She was 
escorted by fellow student Brock Dawson.

Sophomore Brandon Jimenez is the son of Chandra 
and Oscar Jimenez and is from Quitman. Upon graduation 
Brandon plans to pursue a career as a firefighter. Brandon 
is a campus resident advisor, a student athlete on both 
the cross country and track teams and President's List 
honoree. In his free time, he enjoys the outdoors, 
especially hiking and mountain biking and spending time 
with his family. He was escorted by his mother, Chandra 
Jimenez.

The alumni closed out the weekend with a celebration 
after the games in the SUB. It was a weekend filled with 
sharing old memories while making new ones. It is a rare 
thing for a junior college to have such a dedicated and 
involved alumni base and Jacksonville College is blessed 
with our many alumni and their generous support.  

For more information on Jacksonville College, visit 
www.jacksonvillecollege.edu.

▲  L to R: Homecoming King Brandon Jimenez, President Dr. David Erickson, Amanda Erickson, and Homecoming Queen Vika 
Korniychuk. Front Row: Ezra Erickson and Emily Hultberg.



March 2024 | 5



6 | March 2024

Give this month to the Future 500 Campaign
By JASON CURRY

Jason Curry is the president of the Texas Baptist 
Home for Children. Contact him at 629 Farley St, 
Waxahachie, Texas 75165, 972-937-1321 or jcurry@
tbhc.org. For more information, visit www.tbhc.org.

As we enter the month of March, a season of renewal 
and growth, we are asking everyone to truly give in a 
meaningful way. With hundreds of children in foster care 
awaiting their forever homes, the need for loving and 
supportive families is greater than ever.  

We strive on a daily basis to be faithful to our purpose: 
To glorify God by caring for children and fulfill our 
mission of caring for children and families by offering 
stability, discovering self-worth and achieving true 
healing in Christ. This requires families from churches 
in the areas around Lufkin, Tyler, Dallas, Fort Worth, 
Midland and Odessa. We ask each of you to reach out 
to your relationships and ask them to consider being a 
part of our mission. We will ask each of them to consider 
becoming a foster parent because that is the greatest 
need.

We strive to ensure that every child has the opportunity 
to be part of a loving and nurturing family. Through our 
services, we work tirelessly to match children with 
families who are ready and excited to open their hearts 
and homes to a child in need. It can be the hardest thing 
any family commits to doing, yet like many things God 
calls us to, it is also the most rewarding! 

We cannot do this alone. The daily cost of our ministry 
has continued to grow this year and the funds we have 
counted on through the years seems to be pivoting. I ask 
that each of our donors continue to be sacrificial in their 

giving. I know together, we can provide the assistance 
to families who are committed to providing a safe and 
loving home to a child in need. 

Your donation, no matter how large or small, can 
make a real difference in the life of a child. By giving 
to TBHC's Future 500 Campaign you are giving a child 
the chance to have a permanent, loving family who 
will support and nurture them. This March, let's come 
together as an association to make a tangible impact on 
the lives of children and give them a forever family, so 
that 500 more children can truly have a changed life; 
giving them the stability and love they desperately need 
and deserve. Please consider donating to TBHC this 
month and help us continue our mission of finding loving 
homes for children in foster care. 

Together, we can make a difference in the lives of 
these precious children. Thank you for your generosity 
and support. I’m just sayin’. 

www.tbhc.org/f500 

An expression of everlasting love
Many of our friends choose to honor or remember a 
family member, a friend, or an associate with a gift 
for the children of the Baptist Home. Texas Baptist 
Home for Children, in turn, notifies the appropriate 
person. Listed in capital letters are those honored 
or remembered from Feb. 1-29, 2024.

ENDOWMENTS
E. ANN PACE: Martha & Karl Pace 

MYRA STOKES: Bill Stokes

HONORARIUMS
BRO. MICHAEL & KIRBY POOL: Larry & Linda 
Stout

MARGARET ROBERTSON: Charles & Charlotte 
Johnson

GOD ALMIGHTY: Larry & Karen Anglin

JAYDEN ARTHUR: Scott Arthur

MEMORIALS
BILLY HOPE THOMPSON: Charles & Charlotte 
Johnson; Jimmy & Carla Shipp

BROTHER DUANE TURNER: Weldon & Lana 
Sparks; Charles & Charlotte Johnson; Merle & 
Carolyn Holston

BUDDY & LULU HAZELL: Cheryl Briscoe 

CHARLES MITCHELL: Gay Mitchell

DELMA MORALES: Weldon & Lana Sparks

EDDIE BYRD: Darinda Medcalf 

F MARCILLE MCMICKEN: Mr. & Mrs. Andy 
McCuistion

JOSIAH RUIZ: Concha Rouse

KAY & SON JOHN WOLCOTT: Gay Mitchell

LOVITA OUIMET: James Ouimet

MARTHA HUTCHESON:  Mr. & Mrs. Andy 
McCuistion

MILTON YARBROUGH: Jerry & Alice Null 

OPAL H PATE HALL: Ann Rose

PATSY WHITEHEAD: Mr. & Mrs. L.C. Whitehead

SHARON JOHNSON: Linda Odom

STANLEY ALLEN: Bonnie & Garry Miller; Tony & 
Kelly Laminack; Sierra & Brian Drennan; Dianne 
Matthews; Danny & Linda Odom; Caleb & Jami 
Davidson
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ReFresh
ReFresh will be presented by Larry Barker, vice president of church strategy and training for the BMA of 
America. Topics will include the following:

1. Personal Revitalization
2. Traps To Avoid
3. Maintaining Your Passion
4. Leading Revitalization
5. Time Management

When: May 7, 2024
Where: BMA of Texas Office Building, located at 632 Farley Street, Waxahachie, TX 75165
Time: 10am - 3pm 

The Preaching Lab: 
The Theory and Practice of Illustrations and Application
The Preaching Lab will be presented by Clif Johnson, host of The Preaching Lab Podcast and pastor of Garrett 
Memorial Baptist Church in Hope, Arkansas. We all know that telling stories is not preaching, but sometimes 
preaching includes telling stories. And we also know that application grounded in a grammatical, redemptive-
historical understanding of the meaning of the text is unhealthy preaching. In this seminar we will seek to 
sharpen these two tools that help build a biblical sermon. 

When: August 13, 2024 
Where: Heritage Baptist Church Fellowship Hall, 1000 Butcher Road, Waxahachie, Texas 
Time: 10am - 3pm

Register for these workshops at baptistprogress.org. 
Click the “Resources” tab and then “Upcoming Workshops.”

BMA Texas Missions cont.

RUDY VILLAREAL—
HOMETOWN CHURCH MISSION IN HELOTES  
RVILLARREAL1@GMAIL.COM

We have an event coming 
on St. Patrick’s Day in which 
we are going to have food, 
games and fun. We have 
our members praying and 
working towards establishing 
new relationships.

Prayer Needs:
Please pray that we have 

around 30-50 people attend our event and that we have a 
good number returning on Easter.

CHRIS DRIVER—
WEST TEXAS MULTIPLICATION NETWORK/
TEXAS MISSIONARY CARE 
CJDRIVER316@GMAIL.COM

Howdy from west Texas! 
Another great month has 
come and gone out here on the 
Plains. It was a busy month 
full of a lot of ups and downs. 
Our folks, including me and 
my family, experienced a 
lot of sickness and medical 
issues. But God continues to 
be faithful and we continue to move forward. I really feel like 
we are on the verge of a major breakthrough at the college. 
Please continue to pray for us there. Thank you for all you 
continue to do for us. It’s truly an honor to be part of the 
BMA of Texas family.

Prayer Needs:
Pray for a breakthrough at SPC, upcoming events and that 

the Lord will provide a church van and a storage building as 
our children’s ministry continues to explode.

HAITAO HE—
FREE SALVATION BIBLE MISSION IN CORPUS CHRISTI  
HAITAO.HE@BMATS.EDU

This month we have members who are facing some career 

changes and we pray the best 
for them. At the same time, 
we also pray for God to add 
to our number as some of our 
members with new jobs are 
moving on and relocating to 
another city. We are getting a 
deeper understanding that we 
are the branches and Christ 
is the Vine and that remaining in Him we have peace for life 
changes.  

Prayer Needs:
Pray that our new series of Bible studies in the Gospel of 

John would be a good spiritual formation for us.

OMAR PINA, SR.—
MISSIONS IN WAXAHACHIE/DALLAS 
DUAL SUPPORT WITH BMA OF AMERICA
OMARPINA2005@GMAIL.COM

Our main struggle is to 
have people fully committed 
to the Lord and His work 
regardless of the time and 
efforts we made in equipping 
them.

.

BMA TX MISSIONS continued on p. 15
▲ Rudy Villareal

▲ Chris Driver

▲ Haitao He

▲ Omar Pina, Sr.
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District WMA reports
By CINDY ALLEN
Texas WMA President

Mt. Olive District WMA met on a rainy night with Antioch, 
Carthage hosting Jan. 23. There were two churches represented with 
10 members and one visitor. No doubt the heavy rainfall kept some 
from coming. The rain did not dampen the spirits of those who were 
there. President Virginia Spurlock led us in prayer asking God to 
bless our meal. Mexican food and sweets with more than we could 
hold was enjoyed by all. 

Once our meal was complete, Virginia called our meeting to 
order with the sounding of the gavel. Shawn welcomed the group 
with Virginia responding. We recited our motto and sang the 
WMA song, “Reaching Out in Service,” with LaVerle Spurgeon 
accompanying us on the piano. Toni Clements introduced our year 
theme song, “Look Up Child,” by Lauren Daigle, which relates 
to Psalm 105:4, “Look to the Lord and his strength; seek his face 
always.” We also sang “Turn Your Eyes Upon Jesus.” 

The minutes and treasury report from the Oct. 24, 2023, meeting 
was approved as presented with no additions or corrections. LaVerle 
reports that she has one Sunbeam. It is noted that Mt. Calvary, 
Carthage has Sunbeams, GMA and Galileans, but they do not attend 
our WMA meetings.  However, we commend them for this work. 

There was no unfinished old business. Many comments were 
made about how much fun we had at the district Christmas party. 
Thanks to Emilee for organizing this and Old Center for hosting. No 
new business was discussed. 

Virginia introduced our visitor, Bettye White Wilson. Mrs. 
Bettye has been a long-standing WMA member/supporter holding 
offices on all levels from local, state and national as well as being 
editor for the auxiliary page in Baptist Progress. She also wrote our 
first national WMA manual. She says she just allowed the Lord 
to use her. She spoke to us briefly about how we are the faces of 
WMA. We are still faithful even in small numbers. She stated how 
Satan would like for us to fall. She emphasized the important thing 
is that we are together working for the Lord to further His Kingdom. 
She mentioned that each job at every level is important as each is a 
link of the chain. Mrs. Bettye and her husband, John, continue to be 
involved with the Master’s Builders. 

After these encouraging words, Emilee Baker continued with 
our program using the theme, “Going About God’s Work.” We 
are to seek Him and praise Him, reading from 1 Chronicles 16:1-
11. David’s quest to return the ark to Jerusalem was not easy. 
Mistakes were made which were very costly, but the Lord gives 
His commands, and we are to follow His guidelines for life. David 
thanked God in this journey regardless of how difficult it was. We 
are to push forward, call upon His name and seek His face in all that 
we do. We should not give up on our purpose no matter how hard 
the journey may be. When we seek Him, we are attempting to find 
Him. When we attempt to find Him, we make an effort. Emilee is 
always encouraging us to take action and make an effort. 

Emilee wrapped up our meeting asking for prayer requests and 
announcements. The Texas WMA ladies retreat will be held in 
Conroe on July 19-20, 2024. The national meeting is in Branson, 

Missouri, in April. The state meeting is in November in Jacksonville. 
Emilee worded prayer for our dismissal. Attending from Old Center, 
Tenaha  were Virginia Spurlock, Emilee Baker, Leona and Wayne 
Wimberly. Attending from Antioch, Carthage were Toni Clements, 
Renee Nolen, Shawn Norris, LaVerle Spurgeon, Cindy Nichols and 
Cindy Dyer. Visiting was  Betty White Wilson.

Liberty District WMA met Saturday, January 13, 10:00 a.m. 
with Rosewood, Gilmer, for the annual Missions Retreat Jan. 
13. Sandra Kizer presided. The theme for the year is “Learning 
Through God’s Creation.” The theme verses are Psalm 19:1-4, “The 
heavens declare the glory of God; the skies proclaim the work of 
His hands. Day after day they pour forth speech; night after night 
they reveal knowledge. They have no speech, they use no words; no 
sound is heard from them, yet their voice goes out into all the earth, 
their words to the ends of the world.” 

Rose Nguyen was the guest speaker. She gave a slide presentation 
that revealed the outreach that has developed with God’s plan. It is 
called BMA Teach for Christ Mission. Several people have joined 
in the work of teaching children in other parts of the world, all by 
preparing and teaching Zoom classes. GMA, Galileans and other 
classes have started because there was a need. Someone stepped 
up to fill the need. Rose said “Yes,” and the Lord provided the 
means. What a wonderful way to reach out to those who are in other 
countries. 

Vietnam and Malaysia are being reached, some are being 
provided with food, and other needs are being met, all because 
Rose has assembled willing workers and the Lord has blessed. The 
schools in Vietnam require students to learn English. Many of the 
children need tutoring to learn enough to advance in school. The 
Zoom classes fill that need and the children are able to go forward 
in their schoolwork. Bibles are being made available in English, 
Vietnamese, and Chinese.

The Rosewood ladies served a bountiful lunch and fellowship 
was enjoyed. The next meeting will be at 10 a.m., April 13, 2024, 
Latch, Gilmer.

Submit your district reports to sarahbethlow@gmail.com.
From your project promoter, Vonda Grun:
Buckner Chapel at Jacksonville College needs new air 

conditioning and a roof. Our goal is $25,000 and we’ve raised 
$6,405 so far. 

Fundraising idea: Did you know mini M&M tubes hold $10 
in quarters?

Challenge: Fill one M&M tube a month and donate $120 a 
year; Bonus – you get to eat the M&Ms!

Send funds to: Texas WMA, 413 Junell, Sulphur Springs, TX 
75482

Book/Bible study recommendations from Kristi Key, 3rd vice 
president:

The Bible Recap Podcast by Tara-Leigh Cobble
The Melissa Dougherty Podcast: “Christian stuff, apologetics, 

theology, humor, musings, Bible stuff, cats, family, art”

IMPORTANT DATES
March 22-23: Texas Girls Retreat – Facing the Giants, Daniel 

Springs Baptist Camp, Gary, Texas. Register by February 23 at 
texasgma.org/houseparty.html. Late registrations will be accepted 
but may not receive a t-shirt.

June 28-29: Texas State Sunbeam house party – Tis so 
Sweet! Jacksonville College, Jacksonville, Texas. Register through 
the WMA website. Join our next Counselors’ Zoom meeting on 
Saturday, Feb. 24th at 5 pm. Text your phone number to Dera Moy 
(281-630-6090) for an invite. We need all our Counselors’ input. 

July 19-20: Texas Ladies’ Retreat – Broken Crayons Still 
Color, Northside Baptist Church, Conroe, Texas. Register by May 
31 to guarantee a t-shirt. 

September 1: Deadline for nominations for state project. Find 
submission forms on the Texas WMA website. 

FOR MORE INFORMATION
Visit our website at TexasWMA.com or follow us on Facebook: 

Texas WMA. 
Scan the QR code to link directly to the website to access forms 

or for more information.

SUPPORT OUR PROJECTS
National WMA: Jeevan Prakash School in Gulbarga, India. 

Goal $75,000. Deadline for funds February 28.
State WMA: Jacksonville College chapel – new AC and roof. 

Goal $25,000. 
State GMA: Rose Nguyen’s Missionary Fund. Goal $1,500.
State Sunbeams: Larry and Tammy Wood. Goal $2,024. 

Texas WMA
“Back to School” 

Supply Drive Supporting
Texas Baptist Home 

for Children
Bring to WMA Retreat 

Conroe, Texas July 19-20
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The national GMA officers had their second meeting of 
planning for this year’s National Girl’s Discipleship Retreat. 
This retreat is a 4-day camp for girls fourth to twelfth grade 
that takes place at Daniel Springs Camp on June 11-14. The 
theme for this year is the “Chronicles of Immanuel: The 
Lion, the Lamb, and the Stone Table,” and the theme verse is 
Romans 5:8. We are going to have color teams at camp this 

year! Each girl will be given a color team at registration with 
a little something to match their color. We are also going to 
have a point system for each color team! Points will be earned 
by winning games or reciting the daily verse to your team’s 
officer, so be prepared to memorize when you get there! We 
are so excited for you to join us at Girl’s Discipleship Retreat 
2024! 

By AILEENA MAYNARD
National GMA Corresponding Secretary

National GMA report

Dr. Ronnie Johnson, professor of Christian Education at the 
BMA Theological Seminary, recently had an article published in the 
Christian Education Journal: Research on Educational Ministry. 
The CEJ is a leading evangelical journal in the field of Christian 
education. This is the fourth time Dr. Johnson has been published in 
this peer-reviewed journal. 

The article titled, “Comparison of Discipleship Attitudes and 
Practices among Members of the Baptist Missionary Association of 
America between 2010 and 2023,” reported the results of a survey 
Dr. Johnson designed to assess attitudes and practices of discipleship 
in the BMAA and compare results to a survey published in 2010 by 
Rainer Research. The survey closely replicated the methodology 
used by Rainer Research in 2010.	

The 2023 research project sought to assess whether there was a 
difference in discipleship practices from the 2010 survey. Results 
suggest that the development and promotion of the DiscipleWay 
curriculum/methodology made significantly positive changes.

Rainer Research conducted the original survey in 2010 and 
reported that “the BMAA knows what discipleship is; they’re just 
not doing it.” In 2010, 43 percent of respondents either stated that 
their local churches did not have a formal discipleship process, 
were unsure if there was a formal process or did not answer the 
question. In 2023, the percentage (32 percent) was 11 points smaller. 
A smaller percentage implies that more respondents (78 percent) 
are aware of their church’s discipleship process. Another significant 
difference indicating positive change is the fact that 62 percent of 
2023 respondents indicated that they were currently discipling at 
least one other believer, a 15-point increase from 2010! 

Acknowledging that other variables could have contributed 
to the results of the current study, it appears that the DiscipleWay 
venture helped the BMAA address the issue of moving from 
“knowing” what discipleship is to “doing” discipleship. Yet there 
is still room for improvement in this area. It is also important to 
recognize that the BMA knows what discipleship is—because many 
denominations or associations do not practice biblical discipleship. 
Of course, knowing but not doing may be as bad as not knowing.

The 2010 study also stated that “most people in the BMA agree 
on the importance of the seven disciplines (prayer, witnessing, 
leading, giving, serving, worship and Bible study), but churches 
are not equipping congregants in these areas.” Results of the 2023 
survey indicate that equipping in six of the disciplines was perceived 
as higher than in 2010. Of highest importance, responses showing 
intentional equipping, discipling, and leading were significantly 
higher in 2023. Although unsolicited, ten percent of respondents 
mentioned DiscipleWay by name and another 34 percent described 
the biblical method of making disciple makers, an important 

component of DiscipleWay. 
The 2023 survey included six 
references to 2 Timothy 2:2, a key 
verse in DiscipleWay philosophy. 
A distinctive characteristic of 
DiscipleWay is the deliberate focus 
on making disciple makers.

Rainer concluded in 2010 
that “The BMA is sticky but not 
magnetic. The association is sticky 
(keeping existing people) but it 
is not magnetic (attracting new 
people).” Since improvement in this 
area was not indicated by the 2023 
data, the BMAA needs to continue to address how to attract new 
members.

So what? So, what does this mean for the BMAA? So, what 
does this mean to you?  

Answer these “so what” questions prompted by the research 
study results:

Is your church following the biblical mandate (2 Timothy 2:1-
2) to make disciple makers? Are you currently discipling or being 
discipled by another believer?

Do you know the DiscipleWay curriculum is available to 
purchase from the Baptist Publishing House? Church leaders should 
continue to take advantage of tools such as DiscipleWay curriculum 
to teach disciples how to make disciples and the Baptist Expositor to 
teach inductive bible study methodology.

Do you know that the BMA Theological Seminary continues to 
use DiscipleWay materials in degree plans and offers a Certificate 
of Disciple Making as well as a Master of Arts in Disciple Making? 

Are you aware of other BMA training and programs promoting 
discipleship, such as “Healthy Church Solutions” sponsored by 
BMA Global, “Follow,” by Lifeword, Bible lessons taught at Daniel 
Springs Camp, and BMA auxiliaries for men, women, girls, and 
boys?

How can the BMA stay “sticky” while becoming “magnetic?”

What does a Process of Discipleship look like in your 
church?

Process		  2010		  2023
Nothing 		  43%		  32%
Bible Study 		  31%		  18%
Mentoring 		  11%		  37%
Classes 		  11%		  12%
Other 			  4%		  6%

Johnson has article published in 
Christian Education Journal

▲ Ronnie Johnson

John Henderson, pastor of Damascus, Corrigan, and his 
wife, Cynthia, celebrated their 50th wedding anniversary 
on Valentine’s Day, Feb. 14, 2024. Henderson has been an 
ordained minister in the BMA for nearly 55 years.  He and 
his wife grew up in BMA churches 150 miles apart. During 
the Hendersons years in ministry, they have served as far 
away as Maine. In 2003, after much prayer, they sold 
their home in Texas and moved to Maine because the only 
BMA church in that state needed a pastor and no one else 
was willing to move so far away from family and friends 
to live in such an extremely different climate.   Now, they 
are back in Texas and living in Livingston, just 30 miles 
away from Henderson’s pastorate. To read more about 
their love story, see an article written by Mrs. Henderson 
titled, “Blessing Upon Blessing-A Valentine Love Story” 
at bmalife.org.

Hendersons celebrate 
50 years of marriage

▲ John and Cynthia Henderson



14 | March 2024

When missionaries are on furlough, they enjoy being 
with their families and visiting churches, but when they say, 
“We’re going home,” they are referring to their mission fields 
back in their countries of service.   

During a conversation with a missionary couple on 
furlough in the States, I apologized for “bugging” them 
with my questions about what’s going on in their field. Not 
surprisingly, they said, “No, that’s OK. We love to talk about 
the people we serve and what’s going on there.” But what 
they said next was a shock: “Our families never bring up the 
subject the entire time  we’re on furlough.” Much of that is 
understandable, given that family members are eager to spend 
time with the missionaries themselves and with grandchildren 
they have only seen on video.   

But imagine a missionary coming off the field for the last 
time and not being able to talk about what happened there, 
what the challenges were, or what kinds of feelings they 
have about leaving. For the fifth year in a row, BMA Global 
has honored our legacy missionaries at the national meeting, 
one deceased and one living per year. They are the ones on 

whose shoulders we stand. It’s a chance to be reminded of 
their service and sacrifice, but what if we went a step further?

Missionary Care Director Jonathan Montgomery has 
been planning the “Gleaners” initiative that focuses on our 
former missionaries, an alumni association of sorts that not 
only honors them but also helps them stay in touch with each 
other. Jonathan says, “We want our legacy  missionaries to 
know we still care about them and their service plus their 
continued importance to our association as a whole. There is 
so much more that they have to give, so much wisdom they 
can impart to us.”

Soon you will be learning more about Gleaners and 
what that means as Jonathan and the Missionary Care team 
formalize this exciting initiative. In the meantime, pray for 
wisdom and discernment for those who will be part of the 
planning and implementation.

If you know a legacy missionary, thank him or her for 
their service and sacrifice then ask about their former mission 
field. You will be blessed by their story, and they will be 
blessed by your care and concern.

By HOLLY MERIWEATHER
BMA Global Missions

Missionary Care: 
Serving Those Who Have 
Served the Nations

By JOHN ADAMS
Moral Action Executive Director

There is a time to make a firm commitment of our lives to 
a great cause and to decide once and for all that come what 
may we are not turning back.  There is a time to let go of the 
past.  There is a time to fix our eyes on the future.

Elisha went to his team of oxen after Elijah had cloaked 
him, killed the oxen, then cooked the meat using the yoke 
that had harnessed the oxen as fuel for the fire.  His intent 
was unmistakable.  He was never going back to his old life 
or world.

God never calls an idle man to work.  Once putting his 
hand to the plow you dare not look back.

Elisha, though a great man with substance, could handle a 
plow.  There is no disgrace in honest labour.  So work.

Elisha listened to the voice of God through his man Elijah.  
Your work and occupation should not prevent you and me 
from hearing the voice of God.  So listen!

Elisha returned to kiss his parents and make a farewell 
feast.  Natural family endearments are respected by God.  
Elisha’s parents do not want to hinder him.  Those parents 
incur fearful responsibilities who hinder their children from 
responding to God’s call.  So love!

Elisha’s past was broken, his own yoke of oxen was 
slain and the instruments of toil (plow, stock, reins) were 
consumed by fire.  So burn!

Elisha’s intent was unmistakable!  He was never going 
back to the old.	 	

His intent was unmistakable….Elisha
I Kings 19:14-21

2024
BMA OF AMERICA ANNUAL MEETING
DATE: Apr. 16-18, 2024
PLACE: The Chateau on the Lake, Branson, Missouri

SOAR (STUDENT CONFERENCE)
DATE: July 3-5, 2024
PLACE: Loews Arlington Hotel, Arlington, Texas
 
RE:CHARGE (CONFERENCE FOR PASTORS AND CHURCH STAFF)
DATE: October 1-3, 2024
PLACE: Northwest Arkansas (specific location TBA)

CELEBRATION (CONFERENCE FOR ADULTS)
DATE: November 12-14, 2024
PLACE: Chateau on the Lake, Branson, Missouri
 
BMA OF TEXAS ANNUAL MEETING
DATE: Nov. 18-19, 2024
PLACE: Jacksonville, Texas

AVAILABLE MINISTRY POSITIONS
COLLEGE PRESIDENT—The board of trustees of Southeastern 
Baptist College, located in Laurel, Mississippi, has organized a 
presidential search committee. Persons interested are asked to 
contact  Glen Pace, chairman of the board, at 601-520-5376 or 
mrpmg@yahoo.com.

SENIOR PASTOR—First, Carthage, a Baptist Missionary Association 
Church, dually aligned with the Southern Baptist of Texas Convention, 
is seeking a full-time senior pastor. Send resume to pastor@
firstbaptistcarthage.com. Resume deadline is April 5, 2024. 

YOUTH/MUSIC MINISTRY LEADER—First, Palmer is seeking a 
person to lead their youth and music ministries. If interested, email 
Pastor Gary Southard at pastor@fbcpalmer.org.

PASTOR—Bethel, Clayton is seeking a pastor. Send resume to Joe 
Ogden, 563 CR183, Carthage, Texas 75633 or call 903-692-0000. A 
parsonage is available for the pastor. The church is located at  160 
CR1521, Clayton. Jerry Phillips is currently serving as interim pastor. 
TFN

PASTOR—Mt. Pisgah, Mineola is seeking a full-time biblically 
qualified pastor to shepherd our congregation. Mt. Pisgah was 
founded in 1853 with a strong biblical foundation, a heart for 
missions and to grow. Please send resumes to 5848 S. State 
Highway 37, Mineola, Texas 75773. TFN
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Heith Mitchell is the director of BMA of Texas Missions. 
Contact him at P.O. Box 73, Waxahachie, Texas 75168, 
972-923-0757 or hmitchell@bmatexas.org. For more 
information, visit www.bmatexasmissions.org.

▲ Kyle Cheatham

BMA Texas Missions cont.

▲ Timothy Alba 

▲ Chris Mindi

RAY DUANE TURNER
Ray Duane Turner, retired, 87, of Hughes Springs, 
passed away in Mount Pleasant Feb. 22, 2024. 
He was born in Aspermont May 18, 1936. Turner 
married Charlotte Winifred Thompson June 1, 
1956.  He was saved July 1947, and surrendered 
to the ministry during the summer of 1954. In 
1956, he began his ministry which spanned 60 years with his last 
pastorate at Ebenezer Friendship, Pittsburg. During his years of 
ministry, Turner also served as vice president of the Baptist Missionary 
Association of Texas and as the director of ministry development for 
the Texas Baptist Home for Children. Funeral services were held at 
Ebenezer Friendship, Pittsburg Feb. 26, 2024. 

ADAM KEY has resigned as pastor of Old Bethel, Clayton.

TURNER HARPER has resigned as assistant pastor of First, Rice to 
become pastor of Lakeside, Trinidad.

JEREMY FRANKLIN has resigned as executive pastor of Pathway, 
Waxahachie to become senior pastor of LakeRidge, Lubbock. 

CHARLEY HOLMES has announced his resignation as president 
of Baptist Missionary Association Theological Seminary, effective in 
May. (See page 16 for details).

TERRY KIMBROW has announced his retirement as president of 
Central Baptist College in Conway, Arkansas, effective in May. 

SCOTT CARSON has announced his retirement as president of 
Southeastern Baptist College in Laurel, Mississippi. An effective date 
of retirement has not be decided.

CHRIS MINDI—
ANCHOR AUSTIN MISSION IN LEANDER    
CHRIS.MINDI@BMATS.EDU

Our mission is healthy. 
The church is doing well. 
We are slowly, steadily and 
simultaneously developing 
leaders .  Even  though i t 
is not the only metric by 
which we measure the health 
of  the  church ,  i t  shows 
the commitment from the 
individual, when they own the vision and mission of the 
church, to start investing through their talents and treasure. 
God is the only one who is convicting each and every 
person with Anchor, Austin to be committed to seeing the 
big picture of what God is doing through this local church 
in making disciples who make disciples. As a leader who 
is leading this, it is a great encouragement to see the 
transformation of Christians wanting to be disciples and be 
on the mission.

Prayer Needs:
Pray for the launch on March 31, as we are getting 

ready for our Sunday worship services. Pray for gifted 
individuals to lead the congregation in worship through 
singing. Pray for us as leaders to lead the congregation 
with discernment, faithfully unto the Lord.

ROBERT LEE—
H A R M O N Y  B A P T I S T 
CHURCH IN 
NORMANGEE REPLANT 
B R O. R O B E R T. F. L E E @
GMAIL.COM

This month has been a 
busy one for me. I have been 
working toward furthering 
my career as a bivocational 

pastor. That has consumed a lot of time over the past 
couple of months, but I am looking forward to once again 
having more time to devote to the work of ministry. We 
have been excited to see new members bringing others to 
hear the gospel, and are excited about an outreach event 
we are planning for later this month!

Prayer Needs:
Pray for our planned outreach event to build connections 

with new families in our community.

TIM ALBA—THE BRIDGE MISSION IN SEAGOVILLE  
TIMALBA1986@GMAIL.COM

So far we are right on 
task with our expectations 
this year. We had a huge 
blessing this year with an 
investor who gave a lump 
sum to  our  church.  The 
amount was to cover rent 
for a whole year. We did not 
see this relationship coming, 
but God did. We are hoping to maintain that relationship 
through the year and see how things develop over time. 
We know that last year was a little rough in the tithe 
department and yet God showed up to pull the resources 
we did not have. We are hoping to one day do the same 
for others who are planting churches and be a blessing to 
people who may need assistance as well. We are more than 
humbled, and we know God will continue to do miracles 
as long as we are faithful.

Prayer Needs:
Pray for our leaders and that God continues to give us 

wisdom and open doors.

KYLE CHEATHAM—
GRACE CHURCH JARRELL MISSION   
KYLE@GRACEJARRELL.COM

O n  F e b .  1 0 ,  a b o u t 
10 women of our church 
invested a few hours of a 
Saturday by visiting almost 
60 local  businesses  that 
morning. They took them 
a bag of donut holes along 
with a nicely prepared bag 
of chocolates, church info 
and gospel tracts. Many of the ladies were able to pray 
with those with whom they left the treats.

Prayer Needs:
Please pray that God will lead us in equipping more 

men to serve in the role of elder.

▲ Robert Lee
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To the churches of the Baptist Missionary Association of 
America: 

On Friday, Feb. 23, 2024, the BMA Seminary Board of 
Trustees accepted the resignation of Dr. Charley Holmes 
as president of the Seminary. Dr. Holmes intends to 
remain affiliated with BMA Seminary as professor and 
development officer and will assist the new president in 
acclimating to the duties of the office.

Dr. Holmes has been a faithful servant of God and has 
done so much to ensure that BMA Seminary has a strong 
foundation of sound leadership, sound doctrine, and 
sound finances. We are saddened to see him step down 
as president, but we are, at the same time, excited about 
what God has prepared for BMA Seminary in the future. 
Whomever the Lord desires to lead BMA Seminary, the 
goal of the Seminary will be the same. Our commission 
since 1960, found in Jude 3, is to “earnestly contend for 
the faith.”

As for next steps, during the April 16, 2024 trustee 
meeting, the Board will elect a search committee to begin 
the process of selecting the sixth president of the Baptist 
Missionary Association Theological Seminary. Please be 
in prayer for those elected and for the process itself. We 
want to be certain that we honor the Lord by following 
His guidance.

Please join us in thanking Dr. Holmes for 25 years 
of devoted service. Encourage your churches and the 
individual members to make a gift in his honor to the 
Seminary Sunday Scholarship fund.

Respectfully submitted,
Larry Geraldson, Chairman

Clif Johnson, Vice Chairman
Gary Murph, Secretary

Elaine Beal, Assistant Secretary

BMA Seminary 
Board of Trustees 
Executive Committee


