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Pas to r s  f rom 
as far away as the 
Texas Gulf Coast 
and far west Texas 
gathered for the 
2023 BMA of Texas 
Pastors Conference 
at Round Prairie, 
Fairfield Feb. 27-
28, 2023. Organized 
b y  To d d  We s t , 
Pastor Connections 
Coordinator  for 
the BMA of Texas, 
t h e  c o n f e r e n c e 
began with a catered lunch from the famous 
Sam’s Restaurant provided by the church Monday 
evening. Chris George, pastor of Round Prairie, and 
members of the church were gracious hosts.

Following the 
meal and time of 
f e l lowsh ip ,  t he 
first to preach was 
Donny  Pa r r i sh , 
executive director 
of Lifeword Media 
Ministries. He chose 
Nehemiah 8:8-10 as 
his text, reminding 
pastors that there 
is joy, even in the 
midst  of  chaos. 
Noting that ministry 
can sometimes be 
chaotic with trouble, heartache and disappointment, 
Parrish said, “The greatest sustainer for pastors is 
to feel and know the joy of the Lord in a personal 
relationship with Him.” He shared that he has been 
able to stay the course throughout his 46 years of 
ministry because he has the joy of the Lord. 

Parrish acknowledged that there is always joy in 
Jesus, but there is not always joy in ministry, adding 
that joy is a choice. To experience joy in chaos, he 
said, “Don’t believe the lie, ‘I am what I do.’” His 
point was that no one, especially pastors, should 
find their identity in the position they hold. He 
encouraged pastors to work at being humble, learn 
to rest and ask for help when it is needed.

Bryan Atwood, pastor of Harvest Church in 
Gulfport, Mississippi, preached twice during the 

conference. Using 
Matthew 18:1-7 as 
the text for his first 
sermon, he spoke on 
greatness, explaining 
t h a t  g r e a t n e s s 
doesn ’ t  happen 
without great faith, 
means being the 
servant of all and 
is defined by love. 
His second message 
was preached from 
Acts 2:42-47. In 
that  sermon, he 
explained how the cost of ministry is to give all, 
urging pastors to be generous toward others and to 
be thankful to God for their calling.

Grady Cashion, 
pas tor  of  Fi rs t , 
Blooming Grove, 
p r e a c h e d  f r o m 
John 14:27. The 
title of his message 
was, “What to Do 
When You Don’t 
Know What to Do.” 
He used the word 
peace as an acrostic, 
emphasizing that 
pastors  need to 
experience the peace 
of God. In so doing, 
they should pray, examine the facts of the situation, 
ask others for counsel, choose what is right and 
exhale.

Chris George, 
pastor of Round 
Prairie, Fairfield, 
s h a r e d  s o m e 
leadership lessons, 
using Joshua 9 as 
his text. The lessons 
the pastor shared 
included seeking the 
counsel of the Lord, 
being transparent 
and trusting God to 
bring a masterpiece 
from your mess. 

Elvis  Garcia , 
H i s p a n i c 
Coordinator  for 
B M A  T e x a s 
Missions, preached 
from Acts 19:21, 
urging pastors to 
stay focused on 
where  they  a re 
going, never give 
up on the dreams 
God has given and 
to keep in mind that 
God has chosen to 
do things through 
them personally that He will not do through anyone 
else. Garcia spoke of a pastor who gathered with 
others in town for a barn burning. As the pastor 
looked around at the crowd that had gathered, he hit 
his knees and prayed, “Lord, help me to burn like 
this barn so that others will come to see You in me.”

West was the last to speak and chose 2 Timothy 
1 as his text. His sermon topic was about refreshing 
others. He said that refreshers relieve our pressures 
and spoke of how people have refreshed him in 
ministry by writing letters and just being there for 
him. West also spoke of how refreshers respond 
to our problems and share in the reward of the one 
they refresh, emphasizing one can never go wrong 
when he blesses a man of God.

Following each message, West asked those 
present to huddle in groups with a challenge to 
respond to what they had just heard. More than the 
preaching, although it was used mightily of God, 
this editor was most challenged by the response 
times when encouraged not to put people in one’s 
box, identify any distractions in life and recognize 
areas of sin and weakness in one’s life. 

Of the conference, West said, “Praise and 
preaching led to genuine prayer. During each 
session, pastors were gathering in circles 
to encourage one another and seek the God of 
Heaven.”

He continued, “I’ve had a large number of 
pastors reporting how God gave needed answers 
to difficult questions during the conference.” West 
said, “We were challenged, revived, encouraged 
and united by the Holy Spirit.” 

He concluded, “God is already stirring in my 
heart for another time in the future.”

2023 BMA of Texas Pastors’ Conference held in Fairfield

▲ Todd West

▲ Donny Parrish

▲ Bryan Atwood

▲ Grady Cashion

▲ Chris George

▲ Elvis Garcia
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▲ Jerry Fulton

▲ Steve McCoy

Baptist Progress is hosting two Ministry Connection Workshops 
within the next couple of months. Please register for the workshops at 
 
SMALLCIRCLE

Led by Steve McCoy, pastor of 360 
Church in Sarasota, Florida Smallcircle 
is a free, reproducible, discipleship 
method that includes a heavy emphasis 
on reaching in-depth relationships 
beyond what is typical in church culture. 
Smallcircle not only focuses on making 
disciples, but on producing disciple-
makers. Smallcircle was developed by 
Steve McCoy, pastor of 360 Church 
in Sarasota, Florida. Steve’s passion is 
to see biblical, relational, reproducible 
discipleship in action around the globe 
and he has devoted his life to this cause. 
For more info go to: https://www.
smallcircle.com. 
DATE & TIME: March 30, 2023 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. with lunch included 
PLACE: BMA of Texas Building, 632 Farley Street, Waxahachie 
REGISTRATION FEE: Free 

INTERIM PASTOR TRAINING 
Led by Jerry Fulton, who has served 

numerous churches as an interim pastor 
The need for trained interim pastors is 
great. In this workshop, the following 
questions will be answered: 1) What is 
an interim pastor? 2) What should be 
expected of the interim pastor? 3) How 
does the interim pastor make things 
ready for the next pastor? 4) How can 
the interim pastor connect the church to 
the Baptist Missionary Association of 
Texas? 5) How much should the interim 
pastor be paid? Additionally, a “To Do 
List”, The Interim Pastor’s Manual, and 
The Pastor Search Team Manual will be 
provided for everyone who attends. Those who complete the training 
will be certified as an interim pastor for the BMA of Texas. All 
potential interim pastors must have pastoral experience. 
DATE & TIME: May 11, 2023, 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. with lunch included
PLACE: BMA of Texas Building, 632 Farley Street, Waxahachie
REGISTRATION FEE: Free

Register now for upcoming Ministry Connection Workshops
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▲ Cesar Leal

▲ Chris Driver

By HEITH MITCHELL

A word from your Missions Office
Your  BMA of Texas Missions had two stand out events 

this month.
We have the blessing of supporting Todd West, your 

Pastor Connections Coordinator with the BMA of Texas.  He 
put together a pastors conference hosted by Round Prairie, 
Fairfield. It was a blessing to me and everyone who attended. 
The Lord really worked on my heart. I thank each preacher 
and musician that were part of it.  Thank you Bro.Chris and 
Round Prairie family for the warm hospitality. When it comes 
back around next year, you want to be there.

 For the second year in a row, the Liberty Association 
hosted a mission rally for Texas Missions. On a Saturday 
morning, they highlighted four Texas missionaries per year. 
They cover the missionaries' travel and lodging expenses. 
Each of these missionaries share their work and the Word. 
The service ends with lunch. While this is happening. the 
ladies love on the missionaries’ wives with gifts, crafts 
and a program. The association splits the offering with the 
four missionaries present. Because of this rally, the Liberty 
Association is getting to know it’s missionaries and the 
missionaries are getting to know the churches. Are there any 
others who would like to host such a rally? We would be glad 
to!

A word from your missionaries
CESAR LEAL—
NEW MISSION IN SAN ANTONIO  
CESARLEAL2002@YAHOO.COM

The winter weather brought us some difficulties of 

mobility and contact with people, 
however we are very optimistic to 
start a new season where we are 
already seeing changes in mobility 
and contacts of parishioners, making 
expectations very interesting for the 
coming months. I believe the best 
times are yet to come, praise the 
Lord!

Prayer Needs: Please pray for the church of San Antonio 
and its meeting place. We are working on some projects for 
this year.

  
HAITAO HE—
CORPUS CHRISTI MISSION   
HAITAO.HE@BMATS.EDU

People who are struggling in their 
lives need a good support system 
and the church can be a big part 
of it, with more support especially 
spiritually and emotionally they will 
succeed!

Prayer Needs: Pray that we can 
be a caring and loving witness to the 
internationals we encounter here in 
Corpus Christi, and pray that they will see us as their support 
group and join our community.

ISAIAS MARTINEZ—
CONROE MISSION   
ISAIASMJ1966@GMAIL.COM

Many thanks to the churches of 
the BMA for having us as part of this 
great family and for preparing us in 
the multiplication workshops to be 
more effective in our work.

Prayer Needs: Pray for four men 
who have accepted Christ and are in 
discipleship.

   

CHRIS DRIVER—
WEST TEXAS MULTIPLICATION NETWORK/
TEXAS MISSIONARY CARE  
CJDRIVER316@GMAIL.COM

H o w d y  f r o m  w e s t  Te x a s ! 
Everything continues to go well for 
us here at Oasis. We’re settling into 
regular services and our Life Groups 
are back up and running. I’ve been 
most excited this month about a 
new group we started. It’s a young 
couples group we are calling Table 
Talk. We have had five to six couples 
each time and we’ve had amazing conversations around a 
meal. It has been such a refreshing and productive time! I am 
loving seeing God move in the lives of these young people! 
As always, thank you so much for all your support and 
prayers that have given us this chance to be a part of what 
God is doing here in West Texas!!

Prayer Needs:
Open doors for the gospel
Continued growth for our people
Leadership development

JAIME HENRIQUEZ—
FUENTE DE VIDA
ETERNA MISSION,
HOUSTON  
DAIRYJENY@YAHOO.COM

I am pleased to inform you 
that things are going well here 
in our church. We are working 

▲ Isaias Martinez  

▲ Haitao He

▲ Jamie Henriquez

BMA TX MISSIONS continued on p. 11
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When the question was recently posed to Bro. Richard 
Smith, “Why is your church still named Farley Street 
when you are on Brown Street?”   

The pastor’s answer to him was, that the church was 
once located on Farley Street, and so to the church 
members, this is the name of the church.

“You’re misleading people, and as a Christian church, 
you shouldn’t be doing that,” the gentleman chided. 

Smith said that the name “Pathway” came to him as 
he was preparing a sermon series on the “Pathway to 
Christ,” noting how every book of the scriptures leads 
to Christ.

“It was just going to be a sermon series that I was 
going to use,” he said. “I really liked it and thanked the 
Lord for giving it to me—I had been looking forwarding 
to preaching it.” 

The sermon series, which the pastor began in August, 
is a survey through the scripture, finding the types of 
Christ in each Old Testament book.  

“In Genesis, He is the ‘Seed of the Woman,’ in 
Exodus, He is the ‘Passover Lamb,’” Smith said. “Before 
August was over, I was just feeling that nudging—that 
this was more than just a sermon series.”  

The thought “Pathway to Christ” kept coming up to 
him as he studied, and he became more and more certain 
that “nudge” that he was experiencing involved a name 
change for the church.

“I was saying, ’No, I don’t want to hear any of this! 
Please—no! Let’s leave it to the next pastor,’” Smith 
said. “But you know, when you hear that still small 
voice, you just cannot push it away and resist—God was 
saying to me, ‘This is your name.’”  

The pastor said that he told no one for a couple of 
months. He was remembering back to the time that the 
subject of the name change came up years earlier. Due 
to the old church selling the Farley Street property more 
suddenly than expected, the congregation had 30 days to 
vacate and find a temporary location in early 2006. The 
subject of name change came up, and was met with wide 
spread resistance, causing the battle-worn pastor to not 
be anxious to see the subject surface again. 

“But when God tells you to do something and you 
know it’s from Him, there’s no backing down, and so I 
said ‘Okay,’” Smith said. 

He called the trustees, John McCutchen, Randall 
Waller, Ronnie Ozymy, Billy Walker and Randy Stinson 
and told them about his thoughts on the church’s name 
change to Pathway Baptist Church. They all unanimously 
said “yes—let’s do it.” 

“Gentlemen, I want you all to pray about this for 30 
days—don’t tell anyone—and when we come back, if 
you still feel the same way, we’ll go forward with it.”  

After the 30 days, the trustees came back more 
determined than ever to change the name, saying “this is 
the name and this is the time.” 

The proposal was taken to all the deacons, who, in 
turn, were unanimous for the change. 

Bro. Smith acknowledged that calling the church 
“Pathway” opened a whole new way to witness the love 
of Christ. 

“We need to be very clear about sharing with people 

about being the path which leads to the Way, who is Jesus 
Christ,” he said.  

As Smith studied the scripture further, it came to his 
attention that throughout Biblical history, it was God’s 
practice to make name changes, as well as people and 
locations. 

“He changed Simon’s name to Peter; He changed Saul’s 
name to Paul and he changed Jacob’s name to Israel! Can you 
imagine us today calling them the ‘Jacobites,’” he said with 
a laugh. “Also, if I understand it correctly, the Bible says we 
will have a ‘new name written down in glory’—I don’t know 
what your name will be, but we’ll know each other.”  

Bro. Smith felt that it was significant to announce the name 
change during the 110th anniversary of the church. It was also 
the 30th anniversary of Bro. Richard’s ministry at the church.  

The old original building fronted on Marvin Avenue until 
1946. At that time, the church, under the leadership of Bro. 
L.H. Raney, erected a brick building and added educational 
space, including a two-story brick building which included 
nursery facilities. In 1962, a new 600 seat worship center 
with additional educational space was built, once again 
facing Marvin Avenue. In 1972, under the pastorate of Bro. 
Jack McDaniel, additional educational space was added to 
the rear of the building. In the 1980s, the church purchased 

acreage on Butcher Road, north of the city, for further mission 
endeavors. Heritage Baptist Church, a joint effort of Farley 
Street and State Missions was begun in Waxahachie. In the 
1990s, Farley Street purchased 15 acres on Brown Street, 
and due to the Farley Street property being sold faster than 
expected, the church had to scramble to find a meeting place.  
Faithful church member, Michael Brown, who was the CEO 
of Skillsnet Corporation, made his 70,000 square feet facility 
available to the church. The church added over 150 new 
members during the 2 1/2 years they were located there, and 
in 2008, the first phase of the new church plant was ready for 
occupancy on Brown Street. In 2013, the new worship center/
educational building was completed.  

Bro. Kirk Shelton was pastor of the church from 1989-
1993. Some past staff members are Paul Bearfield, Raymond 
Caldwell, Buddy Aultman, and for 26 years, Eddie Ballard 
was music-education director. Steve Colburn was worship 
leader in the late 1990s. 

In addition to Smith, church staff today includes, Jeremy 
Franklin, executive pastor, Nathan D’Avila, worship pastor; 
and Seth Raymond, student pastor.

Today, the church is poised to reach the masses that 
are moving into Waxahachie, and to be the “pathway” to 
Christ.

By PAUL GAUNTT
Baptist Progress Correspondent

A New Name — Pathway Baptist Church, Waxahachie
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Jacksonville College held its 2023 homecoming 
celebration February 17-18, 2023. To gear up for the big 
weekend, campus activities and themed dress up days were 
held for students throughout the week. The theme for the 
year, to coincide with Valentine’s Day, was “We LOVE the 
Jags!” Alumni were welcomed to campus on Friday with 
a lunch and surprise visit from the campus mascot, Jaxon 
Jaguar. 

On Friday evening, alumni and other friends of the 
college gathered at First Baptist Church for the annual 
alumni meeting. The evening ended with the traditional 
bonfire at East Campus. Special thanks to Sonshine 
Lighthouse Ministries’ coffee truck for providing hot 
beverages and Arrington Lumber for donating wooden 
pallets.

Saturday kicked off with a breakfast for the alumni that 
was hosted by the men’s and women’s basketball teams. The 
alumni then gathered in Buckner Chapel. Interim President 
Dr. John Mann addressed the alumni and expressed 
gratitude for their faithful service to the college. 

Special music was provided by members of the classes 
that graduated in years that end with ‘3.’ Jacksonville 
Mayor Randy Gorham was honored as the Distinguished 
Alumni recipient for 2023 and Mike and Shirley Patrick 
were named as Coming Home Royalty. 

Gerald Orr, who passed away in December, was honored 
posthumously for over 50 years of service to the music 
department. Jacksonville College alumni donated a bench 
that will be mounted outside the building that bears his 
name. Orr’s family shared special memories and videos of 
his time at Jacksonville College. The crowd concluded the 
service by singing the Hallelujah Chorus, the Lord Bless 
You and Keep You, and the Alma Mater in honor of Orr. 

After the service, attendees were invited to take a coffee 
mug from Orr’s personal collection of over 1,000 mugs. 
Copies of his handwritten music were also made available. 
It was a special time for the former students of Orr as they 
remembered their beloved music instructor. 

The day continued with individual alumni chapter 
luncheons throughout town. The Kellar-Laird-Carroll 
chapter (attended JC 1935-1965) met at First Baptist Church, 
the Bearden-Bonner-Gaylor chapter (attended 1966-79) met 
at Craft Baptist Church, the Anderson-Orr-Small chapter 
(attended 1980-99) met at Central Baptist Church, and the 
Crank-Ross chapter (attended 2000-present) met at The 
Patio. The BBG chapter had over 100 in attendance at their 
luncheon.

Through their generous donations, alumni funded a 
privacy fence for one of our women’s residences and 
gave toward ongoing improvements for one of our men’s 
residences. 

Jacksonville College students, staff, alumni, and fans 
gathered at Curtis Carroll Fieldhouse at 2 PM as the Lady 
Jags took on the Coastal Bend Cougars. The Lady Jags 
came out on top, defeating the Cougars, 67-53. At 4 PM the 
Jaguars men’s team faced Strength N Motion, a college prep 
basketball academy from San Antonio. The game kicked off 
with the national anthem being sung by the alumni. 

At halftime, the family of Herbert “Chief” Johnson 

By MICHELLE KEARNEY
Jacksonville College Dean of Enrollment

Jacksonville College Celebrates 2023 Homecoming

presented a proclamation to Interim President, Dr. John 
Mann. Chief Johnson came to Jacksonville College on a 
basketball scholarship in 1963. He went on to be an All-
American player for the college and once held the all time 
national record when he scored 67 points in a single game. 

Johnson was a member of the Alabama-Coushatta Indian 
tribe and was serving as Principal Chief at the time of his 
death. Johnson passed away in 2021. 

Jacksonville College’s 2023 Homecoming Court was 
also presented during halftime. Members of the court for 
2023 were Jesse Adams, Hanna Ceballos, Sabina Croft, 
Mitchell Hackstedt, Salaya Holmes, Alexia Tapia Onate, 
and Tyler Webb. Sabina Croft and Mitchell Hackstredt were 
crowned the 2023 Jacksonville College Homecoming Queen 
and King. Sabina is the daughter of Scott and Wanda Croft 
and is from San Antonio, Texas. Sabina plans to transfer to 
Stephen F. Austin State University and major in agriculture 
to operate her family farm. She currently works at Chick-

fil-A as part of their leadership team. Sabina is a member of 
Phi Theta Kappa and a Dean's List honoree. She also enjoys 
the privilege of serving her home church whenever she is 
back in San Antonio. 

Mitchell is the son of Marc and Janet Hackstedt and is 
from Needville, Texas. After Jacksonville College, Mitchell 
plans to attend Texas A&M University and major in 
nutritional science. His dream is to become a dietitian for a 
collegiate athletic program. Mitchell is a student athlete on 
our track and field team, a member of Phi Theta Kappa, and 
a President's List honoree. Dr. Mann and his wife, Sandy, 
crowned the winners and were assisted by Liam Moore and 
Emily Hultberg. The Jaguars ended the weekend on a high 
note defeating Strength N Motion, 94-80.

Jacksonville College is a private, junior college located 
at 105 B.J. Albritton Drive in Jacksonville, Texas. For 
more information on Jacksonville College, visit www.
jacksonvillecollege.edu.

▲ L to R: Interim President Dr. John Mann, Homecoming King Mitchell Hackstedt, Homecoming Queen Sabina Croft, and Sandy 
Mann
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By JASON CURRY

Jason Curry is the president of the Texas Baptist 
Home for Children. Contact him 629 Farley St, 
Waxahachie, Texas 75165, 972-937-1321 or jcurry@
tbhc.org. For more information, visit www.tbhc.org.

What you can do
I was reflecting on the work happening in Odessa recently. 

TBHC’s efforts are ongoing, and Dana Holt is doing great work. 
We are preparing for children to enter care, and it is exciting. The 
challenges have been consistent and are part of a long-term plan to 
build the capacity to care for children in the Permian Basin. 

Thinking back to my trips to Odessa with Dana, she and I spoke 
at a church on one occasion, and a young man approached her. He 
told her, “I don’t want any child to feel unloved or unwanted. 
What can I do?” Hearing this from Dana was testimony that God 
was and is moving people’s hearts to care for the vulnerable. 

We are ready for an answer. We need willing, able, caring 
parents! We need willing, able, caring donors! In that order. What 
about you? Would you say, “I don’t want any child to feel unloved 
or unwanted? What can I do?”

Romans 15:1 We then who are strong ought to bear with the 
scruples of the weak, and not to please ourselves. God has given 
all of us resources to care for the weak, and He makes it clear it is 

up to us to steward caring for those who can’t. For about a year, 
God has been whispering to me, “Jason, if not you, then who?.” 

You can be a part of what God is doing. TBHC’s mission is 
to care for children and families by offering stability, discovering 
self-worth, and achieving true healing in Christ. How can you 
help care for the weak today? You can help offer stability to our 
children. 

Go to our website and see how you can give kids a chance for 
hope!

An expression of everlasting love
Many of our friends choose to honor or remember a 
family member, a friend, or an associate with a gift for 
the children of the Baptist Home. Texas Baptist Home for 
Children, in turn, notifies the appropriate person. Listed 
in capital letters are those honored or remembered from 
Feb. 1-28, 2023. 

ENDOWMENTS
E. ANN PACE: Martha & Karl Pace 

MYRA STOKES: Bill Stokes

HONORARIUMS
IRENE CAUDLE: Dan & LaMarsha Wimberly

MEMORIALS
ALMEDA DEAN: Central Hill Baptist Church, Oakhurst 

ANTHONY BUTLER: Laurie Robertstad

BUDDY & LULU HAZELL: Cheryl Briscoe

CAROL PAULOWSKY: Temple Baptist Church, Mexia

DARLENE CARMODY: Jeanette Morris

DOROTHY SEXTON: Thomas Jeter 

EDDIE BYRD: Darinda Medcalf 

GAIL DODD: Rosewood Baptist Church, Gilmer; Charles & 
Charlotte Johnson

GARNETT DAMEWOOD: Charles & Charlotte Johnson

GLADYS MCLAUGHLIN: Andy & Nell McCuistion; Neva 
McLaughlin and family

GLENDA DAVIS: Mt. Pisgah Baptist Church, Mineola 

HELEN MURPHY: South Park Baptist Church, Ft. Worth

LARRY & ROSELEN BOBO: James Bobo

LOVITA OUIMET: James Ouimet

ODESSA WALLS: Glade Creek WMA, Gilmer 

PATRICIA WILSON:  Wests ide  Bapt i s t  Church , 
Nacogdoches 

PAUL KOLB: Harmony Missionary Baptist Church, 
Nacogdoches 

RUBY AMASON: Westiside Baptist Church, Nacogdoches

SUSAN MERRITT:  Charles & Charlotte Johnson; 
Rosewood Baptist Church, Gilmer

SUZANNE MAYFIELD: Charles & Charlotte Johnson

THOMAS JAY: Deborah Jay

VONITA PHILLIPS: Charles & Charlotte Johnson

W.J. “DUB” CAUDLE: Dan & LaMarsha Wimberly

WANDA LIMBAUGH: Jeanette Morris

Dear Editor,
As a past president of the board of Jacksonville College, I 

feel compelled to write concerning the impending hire of a new 
president. I have heard of the importance of hiring someone 
from the BMA. I agree that if we have a qualified candidate 
from the BMA, lets hire him. But, if the best candidate is not 
from the BMA, then he should be hired. In the end, I want what 
I believe everyone wants, for Jacksonville College to flourish!

This brings me to my main point. If the BMA was really 
concerned about “our” college they would support it. I will focus 
three ways the BMA could support Jacksonville. By sending 
BMA kids there for their education, by church financial support 
and by alumni/individual financial support. Our churches are not 
supporting the school by sending them their kids. Less than one 
in 10 of our students has BMA roots.

Less than half the BMA churches in Texas support the 

college. If you discuss regular contributors, it is less than 20 
percent. I have been told that a number of BMA churches 
struggle to keep their doors open, much less contribute to the 
college. I am sure that is true. Individual contributions are also 
sorely lacking. So, how about this crazy thought? There has to 
be 1,000 people and/or churches that could contribute at least 
$25 every month. That amount each month will revolutionize 
the college.

For the eight years I was on the board, it was always a 
financial struggle. The sacrifices that Mike Smith, his staff and 
teachers made was humbling. What an amazing group of people.

So, my BMA brothers and sisters, I am going to be blunt. The 
ball is in your court.

In Health,
Dr. Kenneth M. Perkins

Conroe, Texas

Letter to the editor concerning 
support for Jacksonville College
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In  December  2022 ,  the  Sou thern  Assoc ia t ion 
of Colleges and Schools Commission on Colleges 
(SACSCOC) reaffirmed its accreditation of the BMA 
Seminary’s associate,  bachelor,  and master levels 
of study. The commission reaffirmed the seminary’s 
accreditation for the maximum ten years. Although 
SACSCOC requires a customary fifth-year interim 
report, which will be completed in 2028, the seminary is 
accredited until 2032. 

This follows several years of institutional self-
reflection and reporting. It also follows a similar process 
through which the seminary sought reaffirmation of its 
accreditation with the Commission on Accrediting of 
the Association of Theological Schools (COAATS). In 
2021, that commission reaffirmed its accreditation of the 
seminary’s master’s degree programs until 2031.

Both of the seminary’s accrediting entities are peer 
organizations that seek to help member institutions 
maintain quality and integrity regarding agreed upon 
standards of higher education. Standards pertain to areas 
such as: institutional mission, planning and evaluation, 
faculty credentials, governance and administration, 
student achievement, learning resources, and physical 
and financial resources.

In its final action letter to the BMA Seminary, the 
Commission on Accrediting recognized certain distinctive 
strengths of the institution. First, “Consistent with its 
mission statement, the school embodies the confessional 
stance of the Baptist Missionary Association, guided by a 
high view of the inspiration and authority of Scripture.” 
Second, “The school embodies a relational community 
of faith and learning.” Third, “The faculty and staff 
are deeply committed to the mission of the institution, 
manifested by their personal and vocational engagement 
in the student 's intellectual,  human, spiritual,  and 
ministerial formation.”

According to BMA Seminary President Charley 
Holmes, “Accreditation is a challenging process that 
requires the attention of administrators, faculty, staff, and 
trustees. It is a blessing to see their efforts recognized 
and rewarded by our peers. It is also a blessing to know 
that our students will continue to earn accredited degrees 
as they prepare to serve in various ministries of Christ’s 
kingdom.”

By PHILIP ATTEBERY, D.Min, Ph.D.
Baptist Missionary Association Theological Seminary Dean

BMA Seminary 
Accreditation 
Reaffirmed

on carrying out the Great Commission of making disciples, 
baptizing them and teaching them. The five cell groups 
continue to do their work. Every week on Wednesday there 
are five small groups that gather in the city and through them 
we are reaching souls for the Lord. Young people have their 
meetings on Fridays and we are discipling one person right 
now.

Prayer Needs: Please pray that we can start two new cell 
groups and that God will call a brother to plant a new church 
this year.

FIDEL TORRES—
PLANTING IN DENTON   
FIDTOL@MSN.COM

We continue to adapt to 
this great city. Already, we 
are making better contacts 
with people. God granted us 
three more people for His 
Kingdom.

Prayer Needs: May God 
grant us to be healthy so as 
not to interrupt the steps we have already achieved. May God 
give us grace with the people He puts in our path. Wisdom 
with the people we are disciplining.

KYLE CHEATHAM—
PLANTING IN JARRELL  
KYLE@GRACEJARRELL.COM

Remember  to  re ly  on 
Christ for the strength to 
fulfill our calling. As Paul 
clarifies in Colossians 1:28-
29, our work of ministry and 
disciple making is one where 
we toil and we struggle, but 
we are do so with His energy 
and His power. Grace-enabled 
effort!

Prayer Needs: Please pray for our church and me to 
engage unchurched people even more. Pray for God to raise 
up or bring in a worship leader. Pray for wisdom on our space 
as we grow.

JOSE TORRES—
TYLER HISPANIC MISSION   
EMAILJOSETORRES@GMAIL.COM

It is a blessing to be in co-
mission with BMA Churches!

Prayer Needs: Please pray 
for our children, Diego and 
Sofia, as they make decisions 
r e g a r d i n g  t h e i r  f u t u r e , 
specifically their education. 
Pray that God may develop 
our church plant leaders.

  

CHRIS MINDI—
ANCHOR AUSTIN IN LEANDER  
CHRISZION@OUTLOOK.COM

Pers i s ten t  p rayer  was 
the key for early church 
growth in Acts when we 
r e a d  t h e  B i b l e .  G o d  i s 
listening to all our prayers 
and He will answer in His 
timing. At Anchor, Austin, 
our desire is to be known 
as a church that prays. We 
are seeing God move in miraculous ways. 

Prayer Needs: Pray for Anchor, Austin as we gain 
momentum, prepare ourselves towards starting worship 
services in Fall 2023. Even though we have not met 
with all the BMA churches, the fact that you support 
the vision of a church plant to see God move Indian 
Christians here and to see other Indians know Christ 
and put faith in Him is a great encouragement. Pray 
for us as leaders of this movement to be full of wisdom 
and humble in spirit and to continually see God work 
in and through us.

BMA TX Missions cont.

▲ Fidel Torres

▲ Kyle Cheatham

▲ Jose Torres  

▲ Chris Mindi

Heith Mitchell is the director of BMA of Texas Missions. 
Contact him at P.O. Box 73, Waxahachie, Texas 75168, 
972-923-0757 or hmitchell@bmatexas.org. For more 
information, visit www.bmatexasmissions.org.
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The Coordinating Council of the BMA of America invites 
everyone attending the BMA National Meeting that serves in the 
role of a state director or state officer to join them for lunch at 
the BMA Global Missions Center April 26. Your Coordinating 
Council has a burden and a heart to help our churches maximize 
the opportunities that having thriving local associations afford 
our association. They not only want to enjoy fellowship around 
lunch with you, but they want to dialogue about how to make 
your local associations count for the Kingdom! So, leaders, 
make plans to share a meal with your Coordinating Council at 
the National Meeting and spend time dreaming about what your 
local associations can accomplish for Christ! 

The lunch will be provided by BMA Global Missions and 
Lifeword but we need to know if you are coming so that we can 
prepare! Please email Jennifer Harrell at jennifer@lifeword.org 
and simply say “I’m coming to lunch!” 

By DONNY PARRISH
Lifeword Executive Director

State and local directors 
and officers! You’re invited 
for lunch!

Tuesday Morning, April 25
9:00 a.m. 	BMA Global Ministry Center open for tours 
	 (611 Locust St.)

Tuesday Evening, April 25
6:00 p.m. 	Worship Antioch Baptist Church (150 Amity Rd.)
	 Antioch Worship Band
	 President Dr. Clif Johnson

7:30 p.m. 	 Meet Your Missionaries Fellowship Time 
	 Antioch Baptist Church

8:45 p.m. 	 Close

Wednesday Morning, April 26
7:30 a.m. 	 Breakfast provided by 
	 CBC Central Baptist College (1501 College Ave.)

8:00 a.m. 	New BMA Pastors’ Orientation Central Baptist College

9:00 a.m. 	WMA Meeting Central Baptist College

9:00 a.m. 	Brotherhood Meeting 
	 Antioch Baptist Church (150 Amity Rd.)

9:30 a.m. 	Pastors’ Conference Antioch Baptist Church
	    The Leadership Imperative, Dr. Steve Crawley
	    Preventing Abuse and Protecting Your 
	    Church, Brotherhood Mutual
	    Helping Members with Mental Health Needs, Lee Poe
	    Leading for Growth, Pastor Bill Eliff
	    Spanish Speakers Breakout, Elvis Garcia

10:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m. 	
	 BMA Global Ministry Center Tours (611 Locust St.)

12:00 p.m.	State and Local Leaders Lunch 
	 BMA Global Ministry Center

Wednesday Afternoon, April 26
1:30 p.m. 	 Worship — Pastor David McMurray 
	 Antioch Baptist Church (150 Amity Rd.)

3:00 p.m. 	Legacy Missionary Service 		
	 Antioch Baptist Church (150 Amity Rd.)
	 Introduction of New BMA Missionaries

Wednesday Evening, April 26
6:00 p.m. 	BMA Dinner on the Ground Conway Expo Center 
	 (1505 E. Oak St.)

8:30 p.m. 	Close

Thursday Morning, April 27
8:30 a.m. 	 BMA Department Reports Antioch Baptist Church 
	 (150 Amity Rd.)
12:00 p.m. Close of National Meeting

It’s time to make your room reservations for the 
2023 BMA of America Meeting

Please make your reservations early. Call the local hotel directly or click the 
link to make your reservations. Identify that you are with the BMA National 
Meeting and that you are booking reservations in the BMA block of rooms. 
Discount pricing is only valid for reservations made through March 25. 

2023 National Meeting Hotels: 
Holiday Inn Express  

501-205-1315 
$94

Hampton Inn by Hilton 
501-327-0200 

$104
Courtyard Marriott 

501-358-3300 
$114 

Hilton Garden Inn 
501-329-1444 

$119 
Home2 Suites by Hilton 

501-504-2602 
$124

74th Annual BMA of America National Meeting
April 25-27, 2023 • Conway, Ark.

Diane Spriggs will be the guest speaker and she will speak 
on “Loving the “Unlovable.” Mrs. Spriggs is a writer for 
Lifeword and speaks at various women’s meetings. Lunch 
will be across the street in Mabee Student Service Building. 

If you would like to eat, please send $15 to Janet Widger, 
P.O. Box 23, Salem, Mo. 65560. You must register by April 
1, 2023. Minister’s wives and widows are to be our guest but 
you do need to register with Janet Widger if you plan to eat. 

There are breakout sessions after lunch that you may also 
attend. The breakout sessions are: Lauren Crawley, “Loving 
Young Mamas;” Jessica Willems. “Splish Splash;” Sidney 
Wines, “Loving Missionaries Well;” Cindy Allen, “Prayer”. 
Breakout session: Belinda Caudle for Hispanic Women.

This conference is for ALL women of the BMA.

National WMA
Wednesday, April 26, 2023 8:00-3:00p.m.
Where: Central Baptist College-
Cooper Complex
Conway, Arkansas
Program: Let Love Overflow
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We are happy to announce that, having endured 
COVID, which interrupted it for the last couple of 
years, the R & R Retreat is back and better than ever. 
Years ago, God laid it on my heart to have a retreat for 
preachers where they could have fun and enjoy some 
wonderful worship times. It is called R & R (Relax & 
Refresh) because we want those who attend to go home 
rested, relaxed, refreshed and ready.   

Churches or individuals, this is an opportunity for 
you to give your pastors and preachers of all ages a 
break. Pay their expenses, and you will be glad you did. 
Preachers need to be on the receiving end sometimes. 

This time is designed to give ministers an opportunity 
to be themselves while enjoying great food, good 
facilities and wonderful times of music and worship. 
Your time is your time—there will be a schedule, but 
attend all or none, it’s up to you. But I will warn you, 
you are not going to want to miss a single service. 

The facilities are good and the beds are not too 
bad, but the food is delicious! Not only do we worship 
in the truest sense of the word, but we actually have 
fun between times. Activities during break times will 
consist of pistol and rifle marksmanship, axe throwing, 
horseshoes, bean bag toss, basketball free throws and 
hammer throwing, just to name a few. Equipment and 
ammunition will be provided. 

There are no pre-set speakers for the few days we 
are there. When you arrive to check in, you are invited 
to drop your name in the bucket and names are drawn 
after everyone arrives to see who preaches. Who knows, 
you may be on the program! That is why we say, “Bring 
your best sermon and leave your tie at home.” Singers 
and musicians are needed as well. 

This is a very laid-back, come-as-you-are event. The 
Jonesboro Association of Missionary Baptist Churches 
underwrites this camp. That way we can keep the cost as 
low as possible. The cost per guest is $80 and includes 
snacks, drinks, five hot meals and two nights of lodging. 
(I know it is hard to believe!) If you would like to 
attend and cannot afford it, contact me or Ken Beaver 
for special scholarships. 

All preachers really ought to make the effort to come. 
You will be glad you did, and your people will be glad, 
too. We even have a guarantee—if you don’t enjoy it, 
you don’t have to come back! 

The R & R Retreat begins at noon on Tuesday, March 
28, and will wrap up after breakfast on Thursday, March 
30. It will be held at StoneRidge Baptist Camp in 
Smithville. 

For more information, including a tentative schedule, 
and to register, visit  BaptistTrumpet.com/RR2023. You 
can also contact me or Ken Beaver if you have any 
questions. Everyone who registers will be given the 
chance to win a new Heritage single-action .22 pistol. 

We only have room for 300, so register soon! See you 
there. 

R & R 
Retreat is back
By PAUL WHITE
BMA of Arkansas Missions Executive Director

Liberty Baptist Missionary Association held their 
second annual “March Missions Madness” conference on 
March 4 at Rosewood Baptist Church, near Gilmer. After 
a welcome by the host pastor and association moderator 
Billy Byrd, BMA Texas Missions Director Heith Mitchell 
introduced four BMA Hispanic church planters. Hispanic 
missions was the theme of this year’s event.

The speakers included the following: Jose Torres of 
Tyler, Omar Pina of Duncanville/Waxahachie, Elvis 
Garcia of Little Rock and Jaime Garcia of Gilmer. 
Elvis is the regional coordinator for over 50 Hispanic 
congregations in the BMA of America. The church 
p lanters  gave  PowerPoin t  presenta t ions  of  the i r 

biographies, families and established works in their 
locations. Three of the missionaries are from Guatemala, 
Venezuela and Mexico while Bro. Torres is a native of 
Crockett.

During the missions’ presentations,  the Liberty 
Association WMA ladies prepared a special program for 
the wives of the missionaries. Each of the ladies was 
presented a large gift basket from Liberty District WMA.

A generous offering was received by the Liberty 
Association churches for state missions and the four 
church planters .  Fol lowing the  service ,  those  in 
attendance were treated to a delicious buffet barbecue 
meal in the fellowship hall.

By CHARLES JOHNSON
Pastor of Rosewood, Gilmer

Liberty Association hosts March Missions 
Madness for second year in a row
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From your officers and project selection committee
By SARAH LOW
FROM YOUR FIRST VICE PRESIDENT

Enlistment is the action of joining someone into a group. 
All the WMA groups I know wish they had more ladies and 
wonder how to get those ladies involved. 

Think of the reasons you enjoy your WMA group. Is it the 
fellowship? The discipleship? Missions work? Bible study? 
Outreach? Prayer time? Sharing life with these ladies? Look 
around you and find another woman who has a common 
interest in this attribute of WMA and invite her to join your 
group. 

The days are gone when we can issue a general 
announcement and get new ladies to attend our meetings. 
These days, ladies are looking for the personal touch. An no 
matter what size your group, if every lady would pray and 
seek out one new lady, your number would double. 

Cindy Allen
Cindylynn90@gmail.com

FROM YOUR PROJECT SELECTION COMMITTEE
Ladies, be thinking of new project ideas. I know it seems 

like a long while away before it’s time to choose another one, 
it tends to slip away unnoticed. If you have any questions 
about making a nomination for next year’s project, please feel 
free to reach out. 

Lanelle Tees, Chairman of the nominating committee
lynelleljteas@aol.com	

FROM YOUR PROJECT PROMOTER
Please help the WMA provide Bibles and materials for 

Texas church planters to use as they reach the lost for Christ. 
God’s Word is our most valuable tool to reach the lost. Our 
goal is $15,000, and I am challenging each WMA/Women’s 
Ministry member and church member across Texas to donate 
$20 for this project. I truly believe God will bless us over and 
above this goal and with salvations across the state. 

Are you up for the challenge?
Leannie Walker, Project Promoter
leonawalker@consolidated.net 
Send offerings to:
Texas WMA
413 Junell Street
Sulphur Springs, Texas 75482

DISTRICT REPORTS
CHEROKEE DISTRICT WMA

Sheri Lankford served as guest speaker. Sheri is an 
Air Force veteran and a registered nurse first assist to an 
orthopedic surgeon. Her hobbies include gardening, cooking, 
motorcycle riding and traveling. She lives on a small farm 
with her husband of 35 years, and they have 2 grown 
children, Bryan and Brittany. Sheri and her family attend 
Cornerstone, Jacksonville.

Sheri has written a book, “Put a Smile on Your Faith.” 
She had never thought of writing a book, so she petitioned 
God about doing a book. She said He would respond to her 
when she was just about to go to sleep or when driving to 
work. She could feel His encouragement and hope in this 
endeavor. Sheri interviewed a diverse number of people she 
encountered through the years who had all had faced trials 
and tribulations in their lives (prison, death of a child, loose 
lifestyle, emotional/physical issues, defying death, etc.). The 
book contains tragedy, romance, and comedy. The one thing 
everyone sustained in the book was hope which provides the 
journey in their faith. 

LIBERTY DISTRICT WMA
Liberty District hosted a missions rally on March 4 and 

invited four of our Hispanic missionaries to speak. The WMA 
chose to serve the wives of the missionaries a special lunch 
and treated them to a time of fellowship, painting, and lunch.

FROM YOUR NATIONAL WMA EDITOR
Thank you for electing me as editor last year; however, 

I have to admit that I have fallen down on the job and did 
not report as I should. I would like to blame it on having 
two knee replacement surgeries during the year, but that 
shouldn’t have prevented me from writing. When I first had 
this position a few years ago, I was told that the purpose of 
the national editor was to report on mission work. I have done 

this in the past. However, this year, I noticed that the state 
papers began to have many mission reports either directly 
from the missionaries themselves or from the World Mission 
Magazine. Obviously, that is no excuse for my not writing 
myself. All I can do is ask for your forgiveness and pray that 
the next editor does a better job than I have done. Thank you.

Jackie Ricks
 

TEXAS WOMEN’S RETREAT 2023
August 25-26 at Cornerstone Baptist Church, Jacksonville, 

Texas
How can you prepare? 
• Look for items to add to the silent auction
• Idea for breakout sessions
• Raise money for our project
• Book your hotel rooms
Contact Diana Morris, grammydi1013@msn.com for 

breakout sessions or more information.

Sarah Low is the Texas Women’s Missionary 
Auxi l iary  (WMA)  edi tor.  Contact  her  at 
sarahbethlow@gmail.com. For more information 
about the Texas WMA, visit www.texaswma.com.
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2023 BMA OF AMERICA ANNUAL MEETING
DATE: April 25-27, 2023
PLACE: Antioch Baptist Church, Conway, Arkansas
HEADQUARTERS HOTEL: To be decided

2023 SOAR
DATE: July 3-5, 2023
PLACE: Gaylord Texan, Grapevine, Texas

2023 BMA OF TEXAS ANNUAL MEETING
DATE: Nov. 6-7, 2022
PLACE: Crossroads Church, Rowlett, Texas

HEAVEN IS A FREE GIFT!
It is not earned or deserved. No amount of e ort or good works can earn a 
place for you in heaven. Why?
Because . . .

MAN IS A SINNER.
“For all have sinned . . .” (Rom. 3:23)Because of this, man cannot save himself.

GOD.
On the one hand, God is merciful and does not want to punish us. Yet God 
is just and must punish sin. God solved this problem for us in the Person 
of . . .

JESUS CHRIST.
He died on the cross to pay the penalty for our sins and rose from the grave 
to purchase a place for us in heaven—“the Lord has laid on Him (Jesus) the 
iniquity of us all” (Isa. 53:6).

THE GIFT IS RECEIVED BY FAITH.
Saving faith is trusting in Jesus Christ alone for eternal life. It means resting 
on Christ alone and what He has done, rather than what you or I have done 
to get us into heaven. “Believe on (or trust in) the Lord Jesus Christ and you will 
be saved” (Acts 16:31).

SO MAY WE ASK . . .
Have you received God’s free gift of eternal life?The Bible assures us in 1 
John 5:13 that we can know we have eternal life.
Do you know for sure that you are going to heaven when you die?The Bible 
says, “Whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved.” If you are 
willing to repent (turn away from your sin and to the Lord Jesus) you can receive the 
free gift of eternal life by simply praying:Lord Jesus, I know I am a sinner and do not 
deserve eternal life. But I believe You died and rose from the grave to purchase a 
place in heaven for me. Jesus, come into my life, take control of my life, forgive my 
sins, and save me. I am now placing my trust in You alone for my salvation, and I 
accept your free gift of eternal life.

AVAILABLE MINISTRY POSITIONS
ABS DIRECTOR—The directors of the ABS at Louisiana Tech University 
in Ruston, Louisiana are seeking a director for that ministry.  Resumes and 
inquiries may be sent to Deryl Jones at 24205 Hwy 371, Sarepta, Louisiana  
71071 or deryl54@yahoo.com. He may also be reached by phone at 318-
423-8540. 4/23

MUSIC MINISTER—Antioch, Gilmer is seeking a music minister. We are 
a growing church, located four miles east of Mineola, that currently has 
two services on Sunday mornings ( 8:30 a.m. and 10:50 a.m.) and a 6 
p.m. evening service. The position is bivocational and we prefer someone 
with choir experience and the ability to lead congregational singing in 
the hymns and in some praise and contemporary worship songs. Send 
resume to Pastor Michael Mize at mizem0608@gmail.com. 4/23

PASTOR–East Foothills, Lindale is seeking a bivocational pastor. 
Resumes, including references, may be emailed to Eastfoothillsbc@gmail.
com or mailed to Marilynn May at 13107 CR 431, Tyler, Texas 75706. Call 
Josh Richardson at 903-316-3047, if more information is needed. 4/23

YOUTH/MISSIONS–Keltys First, Lufkin is seeking a pastor of youth and 
missions who will oversee the church's youth and outreach ministries. 
Salary range: No less than $50,000, not to exceed $60,000. Send resume 
with references and a sample of your preaching to dave@keltys.org. For 
complete job description details, visit keltys.org/youthpastor. 3/23

PASTOR–Calvary, Arlington is seeking a full-time pastor. Send resume to 
Calvary Baptist Church, c/o Julian Juarez, 2101 S. Davis, Arlington, Texas 
76013 or resumes@calvarybaptistarlington.org. For more information, call 
or text 214-762-9807. 6/23

YOUTH PASTOR/MINISTER—New Harmony, Tyler is seeking a fulltime 
youth director/minister. Send resume to the church at 10251 FM 724, Tyler, 
Texas 75704 or to Russ Jackson at rgjackson63@yahoo.
com. TFN

YOUTH/STUDENT MINISTRY—Afton Grove, Jacksonville is seeking 
a biblically qualified candidate. This is a bivocational position. We are 
looking for a minister with a heart for God, a heart for students and who is 
ready to plunge into the work. The candidate will love the Lord and love 
and lead our students in a growing relationship with Jesus. Please send 
your resume to Eddie Richardson at fasteddie999elr@gmail.com. TFN

2022 BMA of Texas 
Minute Book 
Available Online

The 2022 BMA of Texas Minute Book has been published 
and is now available at bmatexas.org > Info > BMA of 
Texas Minute Books.  To view the minute book, enter code: 
BMATVault.
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