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By EDDIE MARSH
Texas Baptist Home President

WAXAHACHIE, Texas—In 2012 
and 2013, the Texas Baptist Home 
for Children (TBHC) in Waxahachie 
experienced the best response to the 
annual Change for Children Campaign 
since its inception. TBHC exceeded 
its goal of $55,000 both years. Once 
more, the Home anticipates an extremely 
successful campaign in 2014.

Each year, a day is set aside for BMA 
of Texas churches to visit the TBHC 
campus and bring the offerings they have 
received through the Change for Children 
Campaign. As time has evolved, the 
desire of the Home’s staff has been to 
make the events of the special day much 
more than a time of receiving cans and 
checks, although the offerings received 
are vital in providing activities to the 
children who are in the care of TBHC. 

Change for Children Celebration 
Day is a special day in which the 
TBHC campus is opened for a time 
of fellowship with members of BMA 
of Texas churches. Friends of TBHC 
have proven themselves to be faithful 
in supporting our children and staff by 
providing for the needs of the children. 
However, some BMA of Texas church 
members have yet to visit the campus to 
see fi rst-hand how the children live.  

Celebration Day is always a special 
time for the children to mingle with 
visitors, show them the cottages they 
live in and play with other children who 
are visiting. There will be activities for 
children including a petting zoo, bounce 
houses, water slides, and a trackless train, 
as well as face painting, snow cones and 
cotton candy. Please dress your children 
in clothes that you don’t mind getting 
wet or bring clothes with you for them to 
change into for the activities. 

The program will begin at 10 a.m. 
with the introduction of staff, followed 
by testimonies of foster parents. An 
inspirat ional  music program wil l 
conclude the program. Tours of the 
campus, including the cottages where the 
children live, will be available both in 
the morning and afternoon. A picnic style 
lunch will be provided.

You are always welcome on the 
campus. The staff and administration 
are aware that the ministry provided at 
TBHC would not be possible without the 
support of BMA of Texas churches. 

Mark  you r  ca l enda r  t o  be  a t 
Celebration Day at Texas Baptist Home 
for Children Saturday, June 28, 2014. 
Visit www.tbhc.org for more information 
about the ministries of the Home. 

Change for Children Celebration Day and Open House
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Jerry Burnaman is the executive director 
of State Missions and the Baptist 
Missionary Loan Association. Contact 
him at jerryburnaman@yahoo.com or 
972-923-0757.

By JERRY BURNAMAN

I have two prayer requests for you today. First, 
w e ’ v e  b e e n  w o r k i n g  t o  s t a r t  t w o  n e w  p r o j e c t s 
th is  year,  however,  the  r ight  personnel  have not 
developed. Therefore, pray earnestly for God to lead 
us to people whom He is calling to start new churches. 

When Jesus saw the multitudes as sheep having no 
shepherd, He was moved with compassion.  “Then he 
said to His disciples, ‘The harvest truly is plentiful, 
but the laborers are few.  Therefore, pray the Lord of 
the harvest to send out laborers into His harvest’.” 
Matthew 9:37

 My second reques t  i s  asking you to  pray  for 
our church planters who are working diligently to 
make an impact on the communities where they are 
serving. Summer is on the way and people have many 
activities to claim their attention. The attendance at 
new church starts often suffers in the summer months 
more than established churches. 

H o w e v e r,  s u m m e r  i s  a  t i m e  f o r  p r a y i n g  a n d 
planning for the fall months. From September until 
Thanksgiving is  a  great  t ime for  church planters 
t o  add  t o  t he i r  con t ac t  ne twork  and  r each  new 
people. Pray for our church planters to have a great 
harvest. Here is the list:

Gary & Rhonda Southard
18366 Hollow Oaks Circle
Porter, TX 77365
832-231-6506
gary@lifequest47.com

Cecil & Sue Linke
1712 Grand Canyon Way
Allen, TX 75002
972-678-0277
cecil@peopleonajourney.com
 
George & Nicole Martinez      
1693 Nigara Falls Blvd.
Lewisville, TX 75077
254-379-1572
george.martinez1693@yahoo.com

Todd & Tina Cox
Terrell, TX
todd@gototherefuge.com

Darren & Becky Lemons
Terrell, TX
darren@gototherefuge.com

Matthew & Amy  Prather
13332 Missouri Street
Celina, TX 75009
(469) 296-8557
matthew@discoverthebridge.com
 
Arnulfo Maldonado
Houston, TX
 
Arnulfo has seven projects in the greater Houston area and 

has plans for more groups in the future.
These men and their families appreciate your prayers and 

support.  Take the opportunity to visit one of our mission 
projects and personally discover how they are making a 
difference in people’s lives.
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The Liberty Baptist Association held a rally for Baptist Medical Missions International 
at Willow Oak Baptist Church in northern Upshur County where Bro. Anthony Anderson, II 
serves as pastor May 15. 

Pastor Anderson opened the meeting, reading from Psalm 27. Association treasurer Larry 
Lansdale presided over the business session. There were 13 churches represented.

Special guests at the meeting were Dr. John and Mrs. Shirley Ladd of Tyler. Dr. Ladd is 
assistant director of BMMI. He shared the work of this medical missions outreach ministry of 
the BMA of America. His presentation included a PowerPoint slide show of various BMMI 
trips on fi ve continents around the globe. A generous offering for BMMI was received from 
the churches.

A fellowship, with delicious snacks and desserts served by the host church, was enjoyed by 
the messengers after the service. 

The next meeting of Liberty Association will be at Woodland Baptist Church in the 
Glenwood community Aug. 14.  The August rally will be for LifeWord Media Ministries. 

By CHARLES JOHNSON
Pastor of Rosewood, Gilmer

Liberty Association hosts BMMI Rally

Mrs. Adams and I just returned from our sixth visit to the Watchman On The Wall 
conference in Washington D.C., sponsored by the Family Research Council and 
Director Tony Perkins.  It was a delightful and spiritual experience.

I had the opportunity to meet and talk with Dr. Tom Price, 7th District U.S. 
Congressman, South Carolina and U.S. Congressman Mark Meadows of the 11th 
District, North Carolina.  Historian David Barton provided valuable insights of our 
Christian heritage as a nation. 

Among the speakers at the conference was Franklin Graham.  Some of the topics 
presented were: abortion, gay rights, Muslim Influence in America and the anti-
Christian prevalence in America.

Darla and I count it an honor to represent the Baptist Missionary Association 
in the conference.  We must all enter a spirituwal boldness in standing for Jesus. 
The apostle Paul states in Romans 1:16, “For I am not ashamed of the gospel of 
Christ….”

2014 Freedom Offering
The dates of June 29 and July 6, 2014 have been designated as Moral Action 

“Freedom Offering” Sundays.  Every offering, large or small, is truly needed as we 
keep this agency healthy.  I joy in serving as your missionary to Washington, D.C. 
and at our state capitols. Please help in this ministry, we need it.

Mail your 2014 Freedom Offering to Moral Action, P.O. Box 305, Mantachie, 
Miss. 38855.

Watchman on the Wall
By DR. JOHN ADAMS
Moral Action Executive Director

Nineteen individuals received a degree 
from the Baptist Missionary Association 
Theological Seminary of Jacksonville, Texas 
during commencement exercises conducted 
Saturday, May 17, 2014. The seminary hosted 
the event in its Dorman  Memorial Chapel.

Curtis Durham, Sr. of Tyler, Texas and Nina 
Smith of Atlanta, Texas received the Associate 
of Divinity degree. John Cook of Jacksonville, 
Texas; Matthew Dean of Ft. Worth, Texas; 
Dalton Tew of Karnack, Texas; Mary Tew 
of Jacksonville, Texas; Phillip Waddell of 
Fruitvale, Texas; Ancel Ware of Nikiski, 
Alaska; and Sandra Williams of Tyler, Texas 
received the Bachelor of Arts in Religion 
degree.

The Master of Arts (Religion) degree was 
awarded to Aaron Barnes, Sr. of Pine Bluff, 
Arkansas; Darian Jones of Ben Wheeler, 

Texas; and Philip Parks of Carson City, 
Nevada.

Recipients of the Master of Arts in Church 
Ministries degree included Fuzhen Li of Xi’an, 
China; Christopher Proctor of Whitney, Texas; 
and Siripong Yaebeang of Chiangrai, Thailand.  

The Master of Divinity degree was awarded 
to Patrick Anderson of Conway, Arkansas; 
Douglas Durham of Wells, Texas; Thomas 
Kwabena of Gambaga, West Africa; and 
Odette Woods of Little Rock, Arkansas.  

Dr. Scott Attebery, Executive Director 
of DiscipleGuide Church Resources for the 
Baptist Missionary Association of America, 
delivered the commencement address. 
Attebery, originally from Jacksonville, 
Texas, earned a Bachelor of Science in Bible 
from Central Baptist College of Conway, 
Arkansas; a Master of Divinity from the 

Baptist Missionary Association Theological 
Seminary of Jacksonville, Texas; and a Doctor 
of Ministry from Gordon-Conwell Theological 
Seminary of Roxbury, Massachusetts. He 
completed a doctoral project entitled, Disciples 
for life: Maximizing explicit discipleship 
training to create life-long learners of Christ.

BMA Seminary provides accredited 

theological education to qualifi ed individuals 
by seeking to equip them for Christian service 
and leadership roles.  The seminary supports 
the educational needs of the Baptist Missionary 
Association of America and other groups who 
share a like commitment to the authority of 
Scripture by offering certificates, associate, 
bachelor and master degrees. 

By DR. PHILIP ATTEBERY
BMA Seminary Dean

BMA Seminary’s Fifty-seventh Commencement
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include: S.H. Slaughter (1912-1916), Morris A. Roberts and Edgar 
Parker (1916-1918), P.C. Scott (1918-1921), D.C. Dove (1921-
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To subscribe, visit http://www.bmatexas.org/subscribe.html, or 
mail payment to Baptist Progress, P.O. Box 2085, Waxahachie, 
Texas 75168.

As we will celebrate 102 years of ministry later this year, we ask 
now that your church, class, auxiliary, group or any individual send 
an offering to Baptist Progress of $102 for 102 years of ministry. 
Mark your check, “Anniversary Offering.” Mail offerings to Baptist 
Progress, P.O. Box 2085, Waxahachie, Texas 75168. 

$102 for 102 Years

OBITUARY
Janie McSwain Johnson (January 10, 1921 - May 25, 2014)  
Funeral services for Janie McSwain Johnson, of Cleveland, were 
May 29, 2014, in the chapel of Watson & Sons Funeral Home 
in Center, with Rev. Buddy Johnson and Dr. Gene Edwards 
offi ciating. Interment followed in Old Salem Cemetery. Mrs. 
Johnson passed away Sunday, May 25, 2014, surrounded by 
her family, at her home in Cleveland. She was born Jan. 10, 
1921, in Shelby County to Lee and Ethel McSwain, and was a 
member of Northside, Conroe. Mrs. Johnson is survived by her 
son, Rev. Buddy Johnson and wife, Taffy of Waxahachie; two 
daughters, Jane Edwards and husband, Gene of Ft. Worth and 
Jean Anderson of Cleveland; nine loving grandchildren; 23 great grandchildren and three 
great great grandchildren. She is also survived by two sisters, Maxine Jernigan and Christine 
Mahan of Center; one brother, Bobby McSwain and wife, Connie of Irving, and many nieces 
and nephews. She was preceded in death by her parents; her husband, Rev. Grady Johnson; 
one sister, Luna Waller and one brother, Earl McSwain. In lieu of fl owers, it was Janie's desire 
that memorial donations be made to Baptist Missionary Association of America, Mexico 
Missions, PO Box 30910, Little Rock, Arkansas 72260.

New Mailing Address for DiscipleGuide
In April, messengers from the BMA of 

America voted to relocate DiscipleGuide’s 
Texarkana offi  ces to the BMA 

Headquarters building in Conway, AR. 
Please take note of the 
new mailing address:

PO Box 1749, Conway, AR 72033.

▲ Jerry Fulton



June 4, 2014 | 5

Church SS Worship Additions

Anthony Drive, Ennis 78 106 1 by baptism

Cedar Creek, Teague 12 26

Farley Street, Waxahachie 411 577

First, New Summerfield 33 40

Glade Creek, Gilmer 17 31

Harvest, Lufkin 25 30

Little Flock, Lufkin 12

Little Mound, Big Sandy 34 48

Long Creek, Sunnyvale 72 80

New Harmony, Tyler 281 328 1 by letter,           
1 by baptism

New Haven, Dallas 19 33

New Hope, Mineola 72 116

Pilgrim Rest #2, Golden 45 53

Pine Brook, Tyler 33 87

Rosewood, Gilmer 108 152

Security Calvary, Cleveland 17 28

Temple, Mexia 42 50

Woodland, Splendora 41 57

Church SS Worship Additions

Anthony Drive, Ennis 82 115 1 by statement

Cedar Creek, Teague 8 12

Ebenezer Friendship, Pittsburg 29 43

First, Palmer 36 54

Glade Creek, Gilmer 23 42

Jackson, Joaquin 63 91 3 by letter

New Haven, Dallas 24 55 2 by letter

Pilgrim Rest #2, Golden 46 56

Pine Brook, Tyler 26 67

Rosewood, Gilmer 88 138

Security Calvary, Cleveland 19 31

Temple, Mexia 35 42 2 by baptism

Tundra, Canton 108 130

Woodland, Splendora 37 73

EVENTS PERSONNEL & POSITIONS CHURCHES IN REVIEW
MAY 18, 2014

HALL 
FURNITURE LTD.

Fine Church Furniture 
since 1939

P.O. Box 157
(1321 Industrial Dr.)

Henderson, TX 75653
903-657-4501

MAY 25, 2014

For publication, statistics for Churches in Review must be received by 
Monday at 5 p.m. on Monday.

JUNE 8-11, 2014
Revival
@ Rocky Hill, Huntington 
June 8: 11 a.m. & 5 p.m.
June 9-11: 7 p.m.
Malcom Ellis, evangelist

JUNE 17-20, 2014
National GMA Retreat
@ Daniel Springs Camp
Gary, Texas

JULY 6-9 2014 
Revival 
@ Little Flock, Jewett 
Sunday, July 6 through Monday, July 7 
Jerry Fulton, evangelist
Tuesday, July 8 through Wednesday, July 9 
 Dr. Charley Holmes, evangelist 
Music led by: Phil Koster 
Tad Traylor, pastor
7 p.m.

JULY 22, 2014  
Smith County District  
Brotherhood & WMA Meeting  
@ Omen, Arp  
Jerry Fulton, editor of Baptist Progress, 
guest singer & speaker 
Meal @ 6 p.m. 
Meeting @ 7 p.m. 
 
JULY 29-AUGUST 2, 2014
Revival
@ Calvary, Ennis
Tuesday, July 29 through Thursday, July 31
Tommy Oglesby, evangelist
Friday, Aug. 2 through Saturday, Aug. 2
Grady Cashion, evangelist
Ken Cashion, pastor
7 p.m.

AUGUST 3, 2014
Homecoming
@ Calvary, Ennis
James Patterson, speaker
Worship @ 10 a.m.
Lunch, following worship

AUGUST 14, 2014  
Lifeword Media Ministries Rally  
@ Woodland, Gilmer  
 
APRIL 27, 2014
100 Year Anniversary
@ First, Maydelle
11 a.m.

OCTOBER 13-14, 2014  
Annual Liberty Baptist Association 
@ Little Mound, Big Sandy  
 
NOVEMBER 4-5, 2014  
Annual Meeting of the BMA of Texas  
@ Keltys First, Lufkin

AVAILABLE POSITIONS
Pastor—South Main, Malvern, Ark. is seeking a full-time pastor. Send 
resume to South Main Missionary Baptist Church, Attn: Gene Clements, 
2027 South Main Street, Malvern, Ark. 72104 or marjo774@yahoo.com. For 
information, call 501-844-5822.

House Parents— Texas Baptist Home for Children is looking for a married 
Christian couple who are interested in making a difference in the lives of 
foster children. Our relief house parents provide loving care for boys and 
girls ages 8-18. Relief house parents work with the primary house parents 
to supervise each child’s personal care, positive emotional development, 
general health and safety, educational progress and work with other 
members of the child care team. This position requires a high school diploma 
or equivalency. Applicants must be at least 21 years of age. Full benefits and 
housing are provided. Please apply if you have a willing, ministry outlook. 
We are a Christian ministry and not simply a child care agency. Please send 
resume or questions to ksaunders@tbhc.org.

Youth—Calvary, Jacksonville is seeking a bivocational youth pastor. Contact 
Michael Mathis at mathi1314@gmail.com or call 903-625-0776. 

Pastor—First, Beckville is seeking a bivocational pastor. Send resume 
to Mike Johnson, P.O. Box 329, Beckville, Texas 75631 or pycno1@
windstream.net, or call 903-265-2338.

Pastor—Grace Missionary, Tacoma, Wash. is seeking a pastor. Contact 
Deacon Terry Holcombe at 253-973-7526 for information or send resume to 
Grace MBC, 7615 A Street, Tacoma, WA 98408.

Interim Pastor—New Salem, Centerville, Texas (Centerview Community) 
at 8097 FM 811, is seeking an interim pastor.  Contact Bro. AC Hoyt at 903-
536-2616 for information.

Youth— Farley Street, Waxahachie is receiving resumes for the position of 
full-time student ministry pastor. Send resume to resume@farleystreet.com.   

Music—Pilgrim Rest #2, Golden is seeking a bivocational music minister. 
Send resume to Attn: Pastor Craig Kearby, P.O. Box 99, Golden, Texas 
75444 or pilgrimresttwo@gmail.com or call 903-768-2653.

Music or Music & Youth—First, New Caney is seeking a bivocational music 
or music & youth minister. Send resume to Pastor Jonathan Fitzgerald, P.O. 
Box 1027, New Caney, Texas 77357 or to fbcnewcaney@att.net, or call 281-
399-9930.

Pastor—Piney Creek, Kennard, located at 7015 Farm Market Road 2781 
in Kennard is seeking a bivocational pastor. Contact Billy Don Davis at 
936-655-2938 or send resume to Billy Don Davis at 822 County Road 4615 
Kennard, Texas 75847.

ORDINATION
Bro. Tommy Spurlock to the office of deacon
Pastor James Granberry and the members of Old Center, Tenaha, ordained 
Bro. Tommy Spurlock to the office of deacon May 10, 2014. Bro. Spurlock 
and his wife, Virginia were observed over a six month period, after which 
an assembled presbytery presented him as a candidate for the office. The 
charge was preached by Bro. Granberry. Bro. Spurlock was presented with 
a memorial Bible at the conclusion of the service.



6 | June 4, 2014

The Science Department of Jacksonville College has 
the responsibility to impart the knowledge of the natural 
sciences to students in an informative and engaging way. 
We believe the truth set forth by Romans 1:20, “For 
since the creation of the world, His invisible attributes 
are clearly seen, being understood by the things that 
are made. . . .”   The department believes that science 
and faith are in perfect harmony and one may better 
understand God by observing His creation.

T h e  C h a i r m a n  o f  t h e  S c i e n c e  D e p a r t m e n t  a t 
Jacksonville College is Dr. Darrell Kirchner.  Darrell 
grew up in  the southern I l l inois  town of  Alton.  He 
received his  Bachelor of  Science in chemistry from 
the Southern Illinois University, Edwardsville Campus 
and his Ph.D. in organic/polymer chemistry at  West 
Virginia University, Morgantown.  Darrell worked in 
industry, specializing in plastics chemistry, until joining 
Jacksonville College.  When he left Teknor Color to 
join Jacksonville College faculty in July 2008, he was 
the corporate technical advisor for plastic resins and 
additives for the entire company. 

He is an elder at his church in Tyler, Texas, and he 
leads small group studies.  Statistics of young people 
leaving the church never to return alarm Darrell.  He 
feels  that  this  exodus is  because students are being 
immersed in a college atmosphere of unbelief that is 
bolstered by a perceived incompatibility between science 
and faith.  He says, “Being led by the Holy Spirit,  I 
joined the facul ty at  Jacksonvil le  College to dispel 
this perceived notion of incompatibility and to provide 
students with the knowledge to combat the onslaught 
of propaganda they might encounter when they move 
on to a four year institution. I use my spiritual gift of 
teaching and my affinity for young people to make less 
intimidating a subject that many feel is difficult. I am 
proud to serve in an institution where the exchange of 
free ideas still holds sway and where I may place Christ 
in the high position He deserves.”

Science Department

Dr. Mike Smith is the president of 
Jacksonville College. Contact him at 
msmith@jacksonville-college.edu or 
903-589-7106. You may also visit the 
Jacksonville College website, www.
jacksonville-college.edu

By DR. MIKE SMITH

▲ Dr. Darrell Kirchner, Chair of the JC Science Department

▲ A JC praise band visits after Chapel. In the background Bro. Mike meets with the leaders of the J.D. Welch 
Ministerial Alliance to plan Spiritual Emphasis Week.
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UPCOMING EVENTS
Ongoing Registration for Summer and Fall 2014

Online registration is available 

2014 Class Sessions
Summer II: July 7 - August 7

Fall: August 20 – December 11
Full course schedules are available on our website at 

www.jacksonville-college.edu.

New Student Registration Days for Fall 2014
June 20-21, July 18-19, August 8-9

New applicants must fi rst contact Admissions: 
(903) 589-7110, admissions@jacksonville-college.edu.

For more information and to sign up to attend, 
visit www.jacksonville-college.edu/nsr.htm

Stars On Stage
Theater camp for students who have completed grades 2 through 12

June 23-28, 2014
Contact Mary Lewis at (903) 589-7132 or mlewis@jacksonville-college.edu

▲ President Mike Smith presented the 2014 C.R. Meadows Award to Richard Berry, youth minister at Afton 
Grove Baptist Church in Jacksonville.

▲ During Awards Evening, Dr. Kirchner presented preacher Eric Rivera with the Curtis Carroll Award. 
Rivera received a standing ovation.

▲ Bro. Mike is pleased with the progress of the beginning stage of construction of new student housing at 
Jacksonville College.
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Anthony Drive, Ennis
Sara Dorety

Bethel, Livingston
Cassity Edwards
Coy Placker
Scott Youngblood

Bethel, Springtown
Tyler Chenault

Bethel, Port Arthur
Lauren Escareno

Brookeland, Brookeland
Shelbi Dial 
Isabella Gonzalez
Faith Johnson
Collin Randolph  
Alton West, Jr.

Buena Vista, Timpson
Taylor Flournoy

Calvary, Arlington
Samille Mason

Camille Acres, Longview
Payton Ferguson

Calvary First, Mesquite
Corey Clements
Taylor Eastep
Bryce Garner
Cheyenne Kratz
Katlynne Pettway
Chaney Lee
Haley Stewart

Center Hill, Oakhurst
Morgan Kay Nettuno
Keith Zaniel Smith
A.J. Young

Clover Hill, Quitman
Destiny Bradberry

Emmanuel, Garland
Chelsey Toungate 

Enterprise, Jacksonville
Christopher Shoemaker

Farley Street, Waxahachie
Celi Bruce
Tyler Harper
Blake Holiman
Christian Milliorn
James Sanchez

Fellowship, Pittsburg
Blanca Arellano
Justin Mejia

First, Italy
Taylor Turner
Bailey Walton
Justin Wood

First, Jacksonville 
Kara Phillips

First, New Caney
Alex Eppinette

First, Palmer
Hayley Maynard
Natalie Oates

First of Providence, Livingston
Melanie Moore

Friendship, Mesquite
Kendall Wayne Prewitt
Cheslea Nichole Roton
 
Grace Temple, San Angelo 
Jonathan Carter
Laura Dooley
Megan Fauley
Michael Fauley
Matthew Johnson
Heather Scalise
Haylee Ward
 
Jackson, Joaquin
Rachel Jones
Justin Kennedy
Dusty Langley
Fidel Perez

Keltys First, Lufkin
Mason Busbee
Ethan Landrum
Justin Largent
Aaron Loggins
Paige McBride
Megan McLeod
Wesley Metts
Sharon Sullivan

LakeRidge, Lubbock
Angelic “Angel” Samantha Jimenez

Landmark, Cushing
Clay Beavers
Cody Beavers

Little Mound, Big Sandy
Andi Burris
Bryce Carty (Mauk)
Kylie Corbin
Kasey Martin
Morgan Myers
Chris Walsh

Long Creek, Sunnyvale
Robert Pate III

Macune, San Augustine
Trevor Woods

Myrtle Springs, Quitman
Courtney Clark

New Beginnings Bible, Ferris
Eric Fagan
Brandon Masterson
Lee Rios
Johnny Rios

New Harmony, Tyler
Emily Attebury
Sara Barron
Kyle Bennett
Brittany Brandenburg
Nolan Devenport
Danae Huerta
Bailey Herman
Devon Jordan
Madison Malone
Sam Sitton
Morgan White

Old Bethel, Canton
Constance Makaye Key

Pecan, Robert Lee
Ashlie Michelle Tennison

Pilgrims Rest, Emory
Lexi Carson
Matthew Edwards
Clayton Smith

Pilgrim Rest # 2, Golden
Savannah Stanbery

Pineview, Winnsboro
Savannah Pool

Piney Creek, Kennard
Cindy Davis

Red Springs, Tyler
Giovanna Macias

Rocky Hill, Huntington
Kyle Etheridge
August Riley

Rosewood, Gilmer
Kylie Corbin
Jacob Fielden
Riley Henson
Levi Thompson
Alana Tillery

Sand Flat, Grand Saline
Cody Neal
Wesley Wood
Arthur Sirmons
Savanna Moore
Josh Mims

Sand Springs, Mineola
Courtney Bolt
Melissa Caruso
Nick Gonzalez
Anna-Lee Hewitt
Joseph Hewitt
Philip Howell
Michael Mahoney
Rachael Pierce
Lindsay Spann

Sheppard Drive, Euless
Lisa Graves

South Park, Fort Worth 
Samantha Bryant 
Katelynn Gooden
Hayley Gregory
Nicole McDonald
Daisy McMurry
Marcus Preuninger
Misty Ruff ner
Julie Taylor
Corri Weidner

Tundra, Canton
Kyle Denney
Ashton Fortner
Gavin Powers
Bre Rose
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Workplace evangelismWorkplace evangelismWorkplace evangelismWorkplace evangelism
The Apostle Paul gives us some great guidelines for 

sharing Jesus in the workplace. 
But it’s not a plan that you might expect. 

BE A HARD WORKER BECAUSE SCRIPTURE MANDATES IT
You are not to go around the offi ce distributing copies of the 

Roman road or the Four Spiritual Laws; you don’t tuck your 
Bible under your arm and go from desk to desk preaching.  
And for goodness sake don’t tell a supervisor who walks into 
the offi ce, belting out expletives —with  liquor on his breath,  
that he’s going to “bust hell wide open”—which very well 
might be the case.  Paul says in Ephesians 6:5, “Servants be 
obedient to them that are your masters according to the fl esh, 
with fear and trembling. . .”  

DON’T USE YOUR CHRISTIANITY AS AN EXCUSE TO BE SLOTHFUL
Even if your boss is a believer in Christ, you are not to 

use your spiritual relationship with him as a pass to shirk 
your responsibility to the fi rm—because he is your master 
“according to the fl esh.”  

LET YOUR DILIGENT WORK POINT OTHERS TO CHRIST
If the boss is a lost man, and if you ever hope to reach 

him for Christ, you’ll do so by giving him an honest, hard 
day’s work. You’ll be willing to go over and above the 
call of duty— you’ll always be on time—you’ll be a great 
contributor to the overall operation of the fi rm, and you’ll do 
it with a happy heart.  Perhaps one day he’ll ask you what 
motivates you.  Even at that, keep your Christian witness very 

concise—reply with, “Perhaps someday, during off hours, 
we can discuss that.”  Because as they say in show business, 
“leave him wanting more.”  Of course, if he’s weeping bitter 
tears of conviction,   grabs you by the collar and says, “I’ve 
got to talk now,”—well, go ahead—count it as a golden 
opportunity.

DON’T WAIT TO BE TOLD WHAT TO DO—BE A SELF-STARTER
An effective worker won’t have to be constantly told what 

to do—he or she will look around and fi nd something to do.
Solomon affi rms this in Ecclesiastes 9:10, “Whatsoever thy 

hand fi ndeth to do, do it with thy might. . .”  I believe Solomon 
is referring to what the military places a lot of emphasis on, 
especially when it’s time for quarterly performance reports to 
be handed out.  The report might say, “Soldier/sailor works 
well with limited supervision.”  or even better, the report 
might reveal that the  “Soldier/sailor is a self-starter with great 
leadership skills, needing no supervision.”  The latter is the 
most desirable.

REMEMBER, YOUR DILIGENT WORK IS AS UNTO CHRIST, NOT 
MAN

Paul also said, in Ephesians 6:6 “Not with eyeservice, as 
menpleasers, but as the servant of Christ, doing the will of 
God from the heart. . .”

Some workers will “goof off” when the boss man isn’t 
near. Then when they hear his footsteps approaching, they rise 
up, “get in gear” and try to do “eye service.” A wise boss can 
see through such a charade. 

But if you are doing the work to glorify Christ, you’ll apply 
yourself to the work, seeking to excel. You won’t even notice 
if the boss man is in the room or out of town—because your 
true motives for work are to please Christ—and He’s always 
watching.

DON’T FRET IF YOU DON’T RECEIVE ACCOLADES FROM THE BOSS 
Sometimes an employee who works diligently and 

effectively, may not receive the pat on the back, or the 
“employee of the month” trophy he or she may deserve from 
the boss man, but Ephesians 6:8 says, “. . .whatsoever good 
thing any man doeth, the same shall he receive of the Lord, 
whether he be bond or free.”  Christ’s approval is all you 
need. 

If you give an honest, hard day’s labor to the boss man, 
“with good will doing service, as to the Lord, and not to 
men,” then you can lie down at night, with a clear conscience, 
and get good, peaceful, restful sleep - and coming to work the 
next day will be a pleasure. 

By PAUL GAUNTT

Paul Gauntt is the former BMA of Texas 
Department of Church Ministries director. 
He has served several churches as pastor, 
and is a correspondent and featured 
article writer for Baptist Progress. Contact 
him at paul.gauntt@att.net.

HOTEL/MOTEL INFORMATION
FOR BAPTIST MISSIONARY ASSOCIATION OF TEXAS MEETING

WITH KELTYS FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH OF LUFKIN
NOVEMBER 4-5, 2014

• BEST WESTERN PLUS Crown Colony Inn and Suites
3211 S. 1st St., Lufkin, TX 75901
936 634-3481
Special association rate: $89.00 (includes breakfast)
Rooms have interior entrances.
• LAQUINTA INN AND SUITES
2119 S. 1ST St. Lufkin, TX 75901
936 634-3351
Special association rate: $67.50 (includes breakfast)
Rooms have exterior entrances.
• COURTYARD BY MARRIOTT
2130 S. 1st St.
Lufkin, Texas 75901
936 632-0777
Special association rate: $112.00 (breakfast NOT included)
Rooms are interior entrances.
Reservations should be made directly with the above facilities. Cutoff date is three weeks before the 

association or Oct. 14. Be sure to mention you are with the BMA of Texas to receive the reduced rate. These 
hotels are approximately fi ve miles from First Baptist Church of Keltys where the association meets. There are 
other inns in Lufkin, however, these are the three recommended by our hosts and the ones willing to give us a 
discounted rate.

Pastor Mark Livingston of Keltys First Baptist Church has expressed they have adequate parking lot space to 
accommodate several RVs for parking. These are not hookups for the RVs, only parking sites.
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By JACKIE RICKS
National WMA Editor

Sharon Cole is the editor for the 
Texas WMA. Contact her at S9Co@
a o l. c o m .  Fo r  m o r e  i n f o r m a t i o n 
o n  t h e  Te x a s  W M A ,  v i s i t  w w w.
texaswma.com.

By SHARON COLE

Trust in Jesus: Walk by faith
Excitement is building with approximately two weeks left before 

National GMA Retreat, June 17-20. The camp pastor will be Bro. 
Scott Attebery, executive director of DiscipleGuide. New at Retreat 
this year is early morning wake up activities that will begin 15 
minutes before regular start time Wednesday and Thursday mornings. 
Be sure to come to the tabernacle immediately after breakfast so 
you don’t miss the fun! Girls will be able to earn a small prize for 
participating such events at Retreat.

Look for the “feet” markers in the program booklet for 
opportunities starting with the scavenger hunt Tuesday afternoon. 
Information will be available at registration time. During canteen time 
on Thursday girls will want to change into shorts and T-shirts, bring a 
towel and wear swimsuits underneath for game time. 

To raise more money for this year’s project, a GMA photo booth 
will be available for individual or group pictures. Special prizes will 
be awarded to the individual or group who goes above and beyond 
to raise money for the national project this year. If you or your group 
has raised a signifi cant amount of money, please inform the GMA 
promoter. 

Many extra activities and opportunities will be available for you to 
give to the project: silent auction, offi cer competition, candy grams, 
grab bags and buttons. Katie Hicks, 1st vice president, has challenged 
each girl or group to decorate a “road-related” item, such as: a car, 
truck, traffi c sign, traffi c cone, shoe or walk-related item, etc. and fi ll 
it with money. Be creative! Enlist your church to help fi ll it with loose 
change for the national project. These will be judged at Retreat. 

The new project for next year will be chosen from nominations 
received by 1:30 p.m. Wednesday afternoon, June 18. Each 
nomination must be signed by a counselor and should include 
the name of the church and the cabin number. Be sure to visit the 
evangelism table in the tabernacle hosted by Mrs. Valarie Fish and 
Mrs. Carolyn Meade. They will have tips and activities to help 
counselors and girls in witnessing. There will be a meeting Tuesday at 
6:30 p.m. for those ladies who feel led to serve as counselors during 
the invitation. 

Program booklets will increase to $2 this year. The size of the 
booklet will increase to include all the information that is usually 
in the counselor’s packet and will be available for counselor’s to 
purchase at the hospitality center at the time of registration. GMA 
counselor workshops will be held from 9 to 10:30 a.m. and from 11 
a.m. to 12 p.m. on Wednesday. The Sunbeam counselor workshops 

will be in the west room of the tabernacle Wednesday and Thursday 
morning. 

For everyone’s safety and enjoyment, certain rules must be 
followed: The camp does not permit fi reworks, fi rearms, water pistols, 
balloons, alcoholic drinks, drugs for abuse, or tobacco in any form. 
No electronic devices are allowed. No one is allowed to remain in the 
cabins during services or class time. Anyone who is too sick to attend 
will go to the hospital/fi rst-aid building. A counselor must go with any 
girl who must leave the tabernacle during a service. Medical release 
forms for each person should be turned in with registration. 

Campers are required to remain in the cabins after lights out. It is 
mandatory that a counselor be at the pool with her girls during their 
swimming session. The dress codes must be followed by counselors 
and girls alike. Clean, neat pants or knee length shorts may be worn 
until after supper. Appropriate shirts should be modest with at least 
one inch straps, showing no cleavage and with no inappropriate 
messages. Appropriate skirt and short length is measured by the 
girl’s palm width above her knee. Skirt slits should be no higher than 
the knee when seated. Dresses are to be worn for all night services, 
unless otherwise announced by the advisor council. On Tuesday 
night, T-shirts and jeans may be worn, but no shorts. Swim suits are 
to be modest, one-pieced suits or a two piece covered by a T-shirt. 
A cover-up for swim suits is to be worn when going to and from 
the pool. Spaghetti-strap sundresses must be worn with some type 
of cover-up. Remember the theme verse: “Trust in the Lord with all 
your heart, and lean not on your own understanding; in all your ways 
acknowledge Him, and He shall direct your paths.” Proverbs 3:5, 6

“On the Tightrope but not in the Spotlight,” by Taffy Johnson, is 
a must-read. Walking a tightrope several feet in the air requires focus 
and balance. Do you ever feel like you are walking a tightrope and 
you are about to fall? As Christians we must focus on the Savior and 
His calling for each of our lives. There needs to be a balance in your 
daily walk with the Lord. Praying and daily Bible study are a must in 
our busy lives. Taffy wrote the book as a lette r to women who seek 
God in all their roles as single women, wives, mothers, grandmothers, 
teachers, working women and servants of the Lord. 

The title: “On the Tightrope, (because life is a balance), but not 
in the Spotlight (because it is not about us, but Him),” is illustrated 
throughout the book. At the end of each chapter there are questions 
for thought, tying into the source and also a list of printed and online 
resources called, In the Loop, for further study. We will experience 

trials in life and get knocked off our ropes sometimes, but you can 
fi nd the balance you need if you will apply the Word of God to your 
life and remember His promises: “Ye are of God, little children, and 
have overcome them: because greater is He that is in you, than he that 
is in the world.” I John 4:4 

Throughout the book, Taffy shows us ways to balance our roles 
in life. Whatever we are called to do, may it not be for the spotlight, 
but the honor of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. You may purchase 
this book for $10 including shipping from author, Taffy Johnson, 
210 LaVista, Waxahachie, Texas, 75165; 903-278-0902; email—
abudjohn@att.net. 

“How Shall They Hear” by Maeva Thompson, is another benefi cial 
book to read for GMA, WMA, Galilean or other church groups. 
Maeva has written this book in an easy reading format that our youth 
may enjoy reading to complete a requirement for a GMA or Galilean 
step. This book tells about the call of God to tell others the greatest 
story ever told. It is a story of how much Jesus loves them and how 
they may have eternal life through believing in Him. Maeva shares 
stories of real people from the   mission fi elds from all over the world. 
She also challenges the reader to realize as Christians we all have the 
responsibility to tell others about the love of Jesus. After each lesson, 
Maeva gives the reader a place to refl ect, discuss and apply what they 
have received from each chapter. We know through God’s love, His 
promises, His faithfulness, grace and mercy, protection and through 
our surrender to His service, we can know He will protect us when we 
follow in obedience to His will for our lives. One of the greatest needs 
for a missionary is prayer warriors. Missionaries persevere because of 
their love for their Lord, His church, lost souls, and their calling. This 
book can be obtained from Mrs. Thompson by mail free of charge: 
Contact her at email—jrayt@tex.net, or 903-725-5366, or 11231 FM 
852, Gilmer, Texas 75644. 

In recent times, I’ve heard many people question whether Jeff 
and Coleen Franks were still in Ukraine or if they were coming 
“home” to the United States. I even wondered myself. As most of 
you know, the political situation in Ukraine and the surrounding 
areas is in a state of upheaval. However, after corresponding with 
Coleen, checking their website, and reading their blogs, I have to 
say that only God knows what their future plans may be.

As with most of us, it took the Franks some time to realize 
what the center of God’s will was for them. However, since that 
time, they have tried to follow Him completely. As such, they 

were elected as missionaries to Ukraine in 1994. God had already 
prepared Jeff by giving him the ability to speak Russian and go 
on mission trips to Ukraine and Moscow. God also uses Coleen’s 
artistic abilities and love of children to help in the work with 
Bible-related crafts.

The Franks welcome your prayers and ask that you check their 
information either on their websites (htt ps://sites.google.com/
site/jeff fran/home), Facebook page (Coleen Franks Ukraine), or 
blogs (www.franksukraine.blogspot.com or www.vintageterrace2.
blogspot.com). In today’s high-tech world, you do not have to 

wonder what’s going on with many of our missionaries. Bro. 
Franks also updates about the political situations as well. You will 
fi nd that sometimes not even our American media give the correct 
facts.

Just as the Franks themselves mentioned a few months ago 
in one of the blogs, they are doing what God has for them to do 
until He changes and moves them. I’m sure they will let us know 
through technology if that time comes. Until then, continue to 
follow their ministry throughout the beautiful country of Ukraine 
as they remain in the center of God’s will.

In the center of God’s will—the safest place
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By GARY HOUSE

Gary House is the writer of the Sunday 
school lessons for Baptist Progress. He 
serves as pastor of Tundra Baptist Church 
in Canton. Contact him at Tundraparson@
aol.com.

Bending Without Breaking
DATE: June 8, 2014
TEXT: Acts 20: 1-16
OVERVIEW OF QUARTER: The fi nal nine chapters of the Book 
of Acts detail the trials and travels of the Apostle Paul 
that eventually led him to Rome. Luke, the writer of 
Acts, reminds us of how faithful Paul was in his service 
to God, no matter where he was or what he endured. 
As Paul was a faithful servant, ANY TIME AND 
ANYWHERE, so should we be.
LESSON IN BRIEF: Paul’s life was full of   variety and change. 
Be willing to adjust your plans and procedures to be 
faithful to Christ anytime, anywhere.

One of the things we dread most in life is change. 
Most pastors and their families are  familiar with 
change. It is inevitable. Change should be expected and 
welcomed as an opportunity to demonstrate faithfulness 
to Christ no matter what the situation.

The Apostle Paul was no stranger to change. He 
changed the world as few other men have ever done. He 
lived in a day before planes, or cars and paved highways. 
He had to go everywhere by foot, on donkeys, or by 
sailing vessel, none of which were very speedy. He did 
not have a telephone to call and talk with the leaders of 
churches that he had founded around the Roman Empire. 
If he wanted to see the person, he had to walk across 
town and hope to find him at home. He didn’t have 
computers, email, copy machines, or other modern tools 
that make communication easier. He spent many years of 

his ministry in prison, unable to move about freely. He 
contended with fi erce opposition both from outside and 
inside the church. And yet, after 25-30 years of ministry, 
he left a lasting impact on the world, not only in his time, 
but for all times to come.  

Acts 20:1-16 shows us the value of adapting to our 
circumstances. Paul provides an ideal example of how 
to remain faithful no matter what may happen.  How 
did he do it? Much of it can be explained through God’s 
sovereign working through him. God has also given to 
us various gifts and measures of faith, even if we’re all 
faithful to the Lord, we will experience differing results 
in our ministries.  

Paul changed the world through his commitment 
to establish and strengthen local churches. Paul 
traveled about preaching the gospel and helping the new 
converts begin to meet as local churches. The text names 
more than a dozen geographical sites. Those churches in 
turn could evangelize their own areas, as well as train and 
send out new missionaries to evangelize and plant new 
churches in other areas, so that the process is multiplied 
many times over. He did this in Ephesus, so that after two 
years, all of Asia (western Turkey) heard the word of the 
Lord (19:10).

Paul was committed to establish and strengthen 
local churches that meet on Sundays for worship 
and instruction in God’s Word (Acts 20:7,11). The 
church met to be instructed from God’s Word. Preaching 

the Word of God was unrelenting in Paul’s ministry. 
It was that commitment that was at the heart of how 
God used Pau l to change the world for Jesus Christ. No 
matter what our individual gifts or calling, we need to be 
committed to the church of Jesus Christ if we want to see 
God use us to change our world for Him. Our text reveals 
four aspects of Paul’s commitment to the church:

The main task of a shepherd is to feed the flock 
(Ezek. 34:2). The trend in our day of “user-friendly” 
churches is to shorten the sermon into 15-minute sound-
bytes, since the younger generation has been reared on 
TV and can’t handle a longer discourse.

But as J. Vernon McGee used to say, “Sermonettes 
produce Christian ettes.” The church needs solid food 
from the Word to be healthy.

Paul was committed to train godly men for 
leadership in the local churches. Luke lists the names 
of the men who traveled with Paul (Acts 20:4). They 
were representatives of the various churches, entrusted 
with carrying their collection (which Paul had raised) to 
Jerusalem to help the poor believers there. We encounter 
some of these men in other Scriptures. Paul refers to 
Tychicus, for example, as “the beloved brother and 
faithful minister in the Lord” (Eph. 6:21; Col. 4:7). Many 
of these men were Gentiles whom Paul had seen come to 
Christ through his preaching. He spent time with them, 
teaching them and grounding them in the Scriptures. His 
strategy, as he explains to Timothy, was to entrust the 

things of God to faithful men who will be able to teach 
others also (2 Tim. 2:2).

Paul was committed to strengthen the local 
church through encouragement (Acts 20:2). Paul 
was not only an evangelist spreading the gospel, but an 
edifi er, building up and strengthening the converts.   He 
encouraged them through his fellowship with them. He 
used his own experiences to strongly encourage fellow 
believers to remain strong. He offered them comfort ( 
verse 12).  Will you comfort those who hurt?

Both evangelism of the world and edifi cation of the 
church are ministries of great importance, and each as 
important as the other. Yet, another ministry of Paul was 
writing. Two of the New Testament books were placed  
in the context of Acts 20. The ministry of benevolence 
was also high on Paul’s agenda, in this case the collection 
for the saints in Jerusalem (2 Cor. 9:1-15).

Paul was accustomed to change. His plans were 
changed, (verse 2), the places he intended to go were 
change, the people to whom he ministered kept changing. 
The one thing that remained constant was Paul’s trust in 
God no matter where he was or what he did.  

Application to us:
• Be devoted to your individual calling.
• Be  fl exible but stick with your purpose.     
When circumstances change, we should like 

Paul, simply remain faithful and allow God to handle 
everything else. We must learn to bend without breaking.

DATE: June 15, 2014
TEXT: Acts 20:17-38
LESSON IN BRIEF: The servants of Jesus must give their 
unreserved devotion to Him and then build their 
lives around that commitment.  

How would you defi ne the word “commitment?”  
The Apostle Paul, speaking from Miletus to 
the elders (pastors or leaders) of the church he 
established at Ephesus, offers both a defi nition and 
example of commitment.  

Any True Ministry Involves a Commitment to 
Serving God’s People (Acts 20:18-19)  “You know, 
from the fi rst day that I came to Asia, in what manner 
I always lived among you, (19) serving the Lord …”   
Paul was totally committed to his fellow believers, 
he was determined to seek their best at all times. His 
commitment to them was fueled by the conviction 
that in serving people he was serving God  

Three traits of this commitment were:   
Humility (v. 19). Humility is putting the interests 

of others above your own, of sacrifi cing self-interest 
for the good of others. Paul fi rst calls attention to 
himself as an example, not an example instead of 
Jesus, but an example as he follows Jesus.  Paul 
didn’t act like a “religious celebrity” and expect 
people to serve and honor him; he just wanted to be 
serving the Lord with all humility.

Compassion (v. 19b). Tears of joy and tears 
of sorrow. Total commitment must include an 
emotional tie to what you do.  

Fidelity (vv. 19, 20, 27). Paul was totally 
committed to Jesus, and that opened the door 
to everything else he does.  He is committed to 
standing up to the Jews, to teaching the believers of 
every race, and to sharing the gospel of Jesus Christ, 
because he is fi rst totally committed to Jesus (vv. 
20-21). The phrase “kept back nothing” has the idea 
of not drawing back or shrinking back out of fear or 
regard for another. In other words Paul is saying that 
he preached everything, everywhere, to everyone!

Any True Ministry Involves a Commitment 
to Sharing God’s Word (Acts 20:27).  Paul did 
not refrain from preaching the whole counsel of 
God.  He preached the plan, the Man, and warned 
the people without ceasing (verse 31). He did all this 
because he understood the value of God’s Word. 

Many preachers today simply use a Bible text as a 
launching pad, and then go on to say what they want 
- what the people want to hear. Other preachers take 
pride in the fact that they teach selectively. They will 
leave out unpleasant topics like sin, righteousness, 
and judgment, even though these are the realities to 
which the Holy Spirit bears witness.  Hell is a subject 
that will never come up in their preaching, but health 
and wealth will be a constant theme. Paul’s teaching 
centered around “repentance toward God and faith 
in our Lord Jesus Christ.” In other words, the gospel 
was the core of Paul’s teaching. 

Those preachers who deliberately fail to declare 
the whole counsel of God are guilty of the blood 

of all men.  The preacher who preaches what his 
audience wants to hear, and not the whole counsel of 
God, hurts both his audience and himself!

Paul tells them that he has not kept back anything 
but he has attempted to proclaim “the whole counsel 
of God” (v. 27).  He has tried to be balanced in 
his preaching neither compromising or going to 
extremes. 

Paul preached the three R’s of true religion. From 
the fi rst day until the last day his message remained 
the same.

• Repentance toward God (v. 21)
• Reliance upon Christ (v. 21 ; Acts 16:31)
• Resignation to the Holy Spirit (vv. 22-23)
Any true ministry is committed to a life of 

Sacrifi ce (vv. 22-24). Our fl esh loves to be served. 
The fl esh asks questions like, “What’s in it for me? 
Will it make me happy? Will it be to my advantage? 
Will it require too much from me?”

Let’s be honest. We are all selfish and self-
centered by nature. The idea of sacrifi cing ourselves 
for somebody else’s benefi t doesn’t set well with the 
fl esh.  But since Paul had been saved, Christ had 
taught him a different way of living. His attitude 
was no longer, “What’s in it for Paul?” Paul’s fi rst 
and foremost thoughts were, “How will this help the 
cause of Christ? How will it help others?”

Read verses 22-24, and you can catch a glimpse 
into Paul’s heart and mind—his innermost thoughts 
and attitudes. 

• Paul was compelled in his spirit to go to 
Jerusalem despite the fact that it most likely 
meant persecution and affl ictions. Why? Because 
Paul had such a heart for his people to turn to Christ. 
Paul would take a love offering from the Gentile 
churches to the poor saints at Jerusalem, and he truly 
hoped this would help many people to understand 
and receive the gospel of the grace of God.

• Paul’s attitude was that he would gladly 
serve the Lord, despite personal expense. In fact, 
he knew it could even cost him his life. But his 
personal safety was not the paramount issue in his 
mind – Christ and the message of grace was the 
issue.

The servants of Jesus Christ should give 
their total devotion to Him. Be totally committed 
to Jesus in attitude, in effort and in doctrine. Our 
commitment must be to something that is lasting 
and of eternal value. May our devotion result in 
what Paul saw: A life totally committed to Jesus that 
produced holiness ( godliness) in other people’s lives.

Total Commitment
By GARY HOUSE
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CONWAY, Ark.—The 24th edition of SOAR is set 
for the Omni Hotel in Dallas July 1-3, 2014. Thousands 
of students are gearing up for what could be the best 
line up of speakers and artists in the history of the 
conference. The theme for SOAR 2014 is The House 
and will focus on God’s teaching on the important role 
God’s Church plays in the life of a believer. Donny 
Parrish, DiscipleGuide Conference director, said that it 
is time to have an honest discussion about church with 
the students of the BMA. “It’s really kind of cool today 
to say that church doesn’t have to be an important 
thing in the l i fe of  a believer.  She was important 
enough to Jesus that He gave His life for her. The local 
church is God’s plan to reach the world. Church isn’t 
just another option of things to do in our week,” said 
Parrish.

The conference will feature keynote speakers Andy 
Comer ,  pastor  of  Davis  Street ,  Sulpher  Springs, 
and P.J. Noland, one of the pastors at Oasis Church 
in Maumelle,  Ark.  Both of these young men wil l 
challenge students to dig deep to see what God’s Word 
has to say about the priority God places on the local 
church. 

A l o n g  w i t h  g r e a t  w o r s h i p  t h r o u g h  t e a c h i n g , 
SOAR always provides incredible musical worship 
opportunities.  Aaron Williams ,  worship pastor at 
Fellowship Church in Little Rock, Ark., will lead the 

SOAR Band again this year. A SOAR mainstay with 
history in the BMA, Aaron has a national reputation as 
a tremendous artist and worship leader. 

Gues t  a r t i s t s  fo r  SOAR inc lude  for KING & 
COUNTRY & Andy Mineo. These artists are among 
the most exciting and relevant impacting the youth 
today. They boldly communicate God’s love through 
music with authenticity and a heart for people.

In addition, SOAR attendees will enjoy meeting 
new friends during SOAR Village including games 
and cash sales food venders. A new feature this year 
i s  a  one-of-a-k ind  room exper ience  ca l led  “The 
Great Commission Room.” Students will be given 
the opportunity to experience first-hand God’s great 
commandment for the local church… to make disciples 
and make His name known to the nations. 

Final ly,  your  group wi l l  have the  pr iv i lege  to 
participate in SOAR Serves. This is an opportunity 
to leave a mark in the community by serving Mission 
Arlington in a way that will bless them and bless you. 
All the details for SOAR 2014 can be found at www.
gosoar.com. 

Register your group today at www.gosoar.com or 
download the form and mail to the DCM office. SOAR 
group rate reservations can be made with the Omni 
at 214-744-6664. Contact the DCM office with any 
questions at 501-513-3726 or triciak@conwaycorp.net. 

SOAR 2014 @ the Omni in Dallas
Get ready for The House!

BMA of Texas churches, Sunday school classes, groups 
and individuals are asked to give $102 for 102 years of 
ministry to Baptist Progress during the month of June. 
Baptist Progress will celebrate 102 years as the official 
publication of the BMA of Texas, later this year. Please 
send your gift of $102 to Baptist Progress, P.O. Box 2085, 
Waxahachie, Texas 75168. If you wish to give in honor or in 
memory of a loved one or simply wish to give a cash/check 
donation, all offerings will be appreciated. Thank you!

Baptist Progress Anniversary 
Offering $102 for 102 Years 
of Ministry


