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Just the crumbs deploys to Texas

By LAVON HADEN
Just the Crumbs President

The United States tornado season
is staying extremely active across
the midwestern and southern states,
causing destruction or damage to
houses, loss of life and flooding from

the accompanying rains. As of May

21, Just the Crumbs (JTC) is set up
in Plum Grove, which suffered severe
flooding. People are living in their
cars and/or wading through knee-deep
water to get to their houses. We will
be feeding here as long as needed.
Your prayers are greatly appreciated.

Another JTC team has been serving
in the flooded area of Cleveland,
Texas, since May 10. March 19
through April 2, Just the Crumbs
fed residents and volunteers in and
around Lewis—ton, Ohio, following
devastating tornadoes there.

JTC then went to Slidell, Louisiana.
after very destructive tornadoes there.
They worked from Crossways Church
from April 15-23, when the electricity
was restored and residents chose to
fend for themselves. A JTC team
headed to Marietta, Oklahoma to serve

there April 30. Needs were met, and |
JTC moved on to Sulphur, Oklahoma, |

where we could continue filling a [ e = -

need.

We enjoyed serving with several
BMA pastors and churches who
got involved in the efforts in both
locations. Of the lives lost, one was a
BMA pastor’s sister. Praise the Lord,
we know of six people who professed
faith in Christ.

Financial donations may be made
through PayPal at justthecrumbs21@
gmail.com; Venmo @justthecrumbs;
emailed to 10 Wagon Trail, Sumrall,
Miss. 39482; or BMAA Missions,
P.O. Box 878, Conway, Arkansas
72033 and designated to Just the
Crumbs Disaster Relief Ministry.
Every donation is humbly appreciated.
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REMEMBER: We need your help

By JERRY FULTON

Churches are asked to receive an Anniversary Offering for Baptist
Progress this month. Instead of asking each church to give $1 for every
year of ministry we are celebrating, we are asking churches to receive a
special plate offering this year to help us meet our budget, as our regular
donations have been lower than expected. Typically, our Anniversary
Offering totals around $10,000. But we have set a loftier goal of $20,000
for this year’s offering. Will you help us meet this goal by receiving
a special offering for Baptist Progress during the month of June?

Please mail offerings to:
Baptist Progress

PO Box 2085
Waxahachie, Texas 75168

FAREWELL TO A SPECIAL LADY

There are a few
people in life and
ministry who mean a
little or a lot more to
us than others. Mrs.
Wilma Schoenrock was
one of those people to
this editor. In 2004, I
resigned as pastor of
Sheppard Drive, Euless
to become editor of
Baptist Progress. It
was not long until Bro.
James Schoenrock was elected by the Euless congregation to be their
new pastor. My wife, Cassie, was still studying for her masters degree
in the area, so instead of immediately moving to Waxahachie, we
continued to reside in Euless for another year until she finished and
received her degree.

We had no idea where we would attend church, as Sheppard Drive
is the only BMA church in Euless, and as the immediate former
pastor, I did not want to hang around. It was my desire to give Bro.
Schoenrock the freedom he needed to get his feet on the ground as the
new pastor. But one afternoon, Bro. Schoenrock called me and asked
that Cassie and I stay in the church. He assured me that he would not be

A James and Wilma Schoenrock

intimidated to have the former pastor as a
member and that he was confident that I
would support him and do him no harm.
So, after praying, Cassie and I decided
to stay.

Until then, I knew who the
Schoenrocks were, but I did not really
know them on a personal level. However,
that quickly changed. Cassie and I fell in
love with Bro. and Mrs. Schoenrock. In
fact, when my wife sees Bro. Schoenrock,
she still calls him “Pastor.” And each
Sunday, I would walk up to Ms. Wilma,
as [ affectionately called her, and ask,
“How is my favorite pastor’s wife this
morning?”

When we finally moved to Waxahachie and joined another church,
every time Ms. Wilma saw me, she would ask, “Am I still your
favorite?”” | would assure her that she was.

Ms. Wilma was a beautiful lady, inside and out, full of grace and
love for her husband and the people he led as pastor. Knowing that she
suffered from Alzheimer’s Disease, I was thrilled that she recognized
me at the BMA of America Meeting in Branson this year. For a
moment, she was aware of who I was, and of course, I asked her one
last time, as that was the last time I would see her this side of Glory,
“How is my favorite pastor’s wife?”

I am thankful to our Lord that the twinkle in her eye and her sweet
smile remained until the end. Even when she could not remember
names, Ms. Wilma would still tell those of us with familiar faces, “I
love you.” Indeed, she did, and we loved her.

It is good to know that her smile is shining brighter than ever before
in the presence of Jesus. I know our Savior loved it when Ms. Wilma
held His nail-scarred hands, looked upon His face and said to Him,
“I love you.” But sweeter still must have been the moment when she
heard those words from Him.

Please be in prayer for Bro. Schoenrock, his family and the
Sheppard Drive church family as they grieve and adjust to a new
normal. Thank you Father, for allowing such a precious lady to touch
my life. Goodnight, Ms. Wilma. We will meet you in the morning!

A Jerry Fulton
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Your Church’s Mission Movement in Texas

A word from your Missions Office

By HEITH MITCHELL

Like so many BMA of Texas churches, your Texas
Missions is trying to navigate liability and property insurance
coverage. Our provider notified us of their decision not
to renew us this month. The pool of possible providers
continues to shrink due to the weather that has caused claims
at churches across Texas these last few years to increase.
Pray for Texas Missions as we navigate this. We have heard
from many of you that you are dealing with rising costs or
cancelations. Pray that we can find help and resources that we
can share with all BMA of Texas churches.

I encourage you to pray for our annual missionary retreat
for Texas missionaries and their families. Pray that this retreat
is the encouragement your missionaries and their wives need.
The retreat is in San Marcos June 17-19. Missionaries need
this break and opportunity to recharge. They are under attack
as they share Jesus and make disciples in their communities.

A word from your missionaries

JOSE GIL—PROYECTO MISIONERO "LIDIA"
JOSEDARIO.GIL@GMAIL.COM

We are teaching the
relevance of baptism as a
testimony of being a Jesus
follower in one of the cells.
Hopefully, a few will be
baptized early this summer.
The house owner for the
other cell received Jesus last —
weekend. We are sharing life A JoseGil
and time with new contacts since we teach and share the
insight of church not as a place to gather but as the family of
God.

Prayer Needs:

Resources to dedicate more time to the people in cells

JAIME GARCIA—
IGLESIA BAUTISTA NUEVA VIDA MISSION IN GILMER
JAIME.GARCIA2911@GMAIL.COM

First, I want to share with joy what God is doing in His
work. I am happy to participate in the youth ministry. I want

to prepare a ministry that has
vision and a commitment
to God of integrity. Young
people are the future servants
of God and in them I am
investing my strength so that
God's work continues. A new
family has arrived and we are
helping them settle down with A Jaime Garda

work and a home. I think it is part of the ministry to help
the community and the brothers and sisters in the mission.
They start attending church and are happy to change their
lives. Kennia, one of these people, has prayed the prayer of
faith and agreed to follow Jesus. All in our church rejoiced
to hear of her decision. On Sunday mornings we will have a
discipleship follow-up.

Prayer Needs:

I am very grateful for
your participation and your
support both spiritually and
financially, God is the one
who takes care of His creation
and especially of His church.
Please pray for the activities
we will have and that we
all continue in unity doing
what has been entrusted to us
directing souls to Christ. Pray
that God will be glorified.

ISAIAS MARTINEZ - CONROE MISSION
ISAIASMJ1966@GMAIL.COM

The status of the mission
for the month is favorable.
We received a new family as
members and leaders. The
OIKOS continues working.
We continue to disciple.

Prayer Needs:

Pray for us as we strive to
have a place of our own.
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HAITAO HE-
FREE SALVATION BIBLE MISSION IN CORPUS CHRISTI
HAITAO.HE@BMATS.EDU

One member of our group
plans to share her testimony in
her workplace. The setting is
that there is a time for people
in the workplace to share their
life experiences. The reason is
another coworker just shared
her bad experience about her
previous church life and that
she had not gone to church for a few years. The member of
our group had a burden to share her testimony about God's
grace in her life and she talked with us to have more peace
and courage to tell her story. We are happily surprised and
feel the Holy Spirit is working in people's hearts to make
them want to be a witness to God.

Prayer Needs:

Some of our group members are facing uncertainty about
their jobs. Please pray for God's best arrangement for their
future.

A Haitao He

JAIME HENRIQUEZ—
FUENTE DE VIDA ETERNA MISSION IN TOMBALL
DAIRYJENY@YAHOO.COM

We always greet all the
churches in this great BMA
of Texas family and give
thanks for your prayers and
financial support. We are
always praying for each of the
churches and the missionaries.
We are happy to share good
news for God's kingdom. This
month we witnessed the salvation of one more soul. Our 5
cell groups are still strong and growing in the Lord. Two more
people are being discipled and we will soon be celebrating
baptisms. Keep praying for us that God will open doors and
that the gospel message will reach the hearts of more people.

Prayer Needs:

I ask for your prayers for my mom as she has been

A Jamie Henriquez
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An Expression of Everlasting Love

Many of our friends choose to honor or remember a
family member, a friend, or an associate with a gift for
the children of the Baptist Home. Texas Baptist Home for
Children, in turn, notifies the appropriate person. Listed
in capital letters are those honored or remembered from
May 1-31, 2024.

ENDOWMENTS
E. ANN PACE: Karl Pace

MYRA STOKES: Bill Stokes

HONORARIUMS
PAULINE SHIRLEY: Charles Sebring

PERRY JONES: Charles & Charlotte Johnson

RANDY ODOM'S RETIREMENT: Charles & Charlotte
Johnson

TERRY JONES: Charles & Charlotte Johnson

MEMORIALS

BETTY LOU WILSON: Carol Henley; Charles Wilson Jr &
Annette Wilson; Charley & Iris Wilson

CALLIE DEAN WHITE ANDERSON: Laura Navarro
CECIL DOWNEY: Carlie Downey

DICK & BERTIE NULL: Alice & Jerry Null
DOROTHY BOORE: Beverly & Don Ferrell

DUANE & CHARLOTTE TURNER: Sue Efurd; Keith & Rena
Graham

EDDIE BYRD: Darinda Medcalf

FOY OWENS: James & Lynda Owens
GLYNN HYMER HORTON: Charles & Charlotte Johnson
JAMES EDWARD SMITH: Norma Dibella
JIM SMITH: Sue Efurd

JOY CRABTREE: Gay Mitchell

LARRY ANGLIN: Karen Anglin

LOVITA OUIMET: James Ouimet
MARSHALL WHITE: Berenda Mewborn
NATASHA GOEBEL: Judy Goebel

OLEN & LULA MAE BRITTON: Mary Adams

RAY THOMPSON: Jimmy & Carla Shipp; Charles &
Charlotte Johnson

SONNY GEORGE: Rosewood Baptist Church, Gilmer;
Charles & Charlotte Johnson

STEPHEN HUTCHINSON: Charles & Charlotte Johnson
TILMON GOEBEL: Judy Goebel

WAYNE DODSON: Jeanette Morris

WHITNEY STARKEY: Sue Stanley

WINONA WOOTEN FOLEY: Harold & Jean Jacobs; Jackie
& Dwight Davis

g TBHC

FOSTER CARE & ADOPTION

Introducing new TBHC program administrator

I'm excited to introduce you to Philip Johnson TBHC's Program Administrator. He comes from Lufkin in East Texas- my
neck of the woods. As he talks about the need for kids across the state. I hope you will consider how you/your church can take

steps to bring change in your community.

By PHILIP JOHNSON
TBHC Program Administrator

The need across the state for foster care placements
remains dire. There are currently over 10,000 children in
Texas placed in foster care. Sixty eight percent of these
children are placed outside of their county. What does this
mean? Not only are these kids adjusting to a new home
with new people, but they are in new schools and a new
community. All semblance of stability is shaken.

There is a great need for the church to care for the children
in their counties who find themselves in this situation. A
home in the same county makes visitation with siblings,
family and the court much more manageable. It also reminds
me of the call from Jeremiah 29:7 as the Lord told Israel fo
“seek the welfare of the city where I have sent you into exile,
and pray to the Lord on its behalf, for in its welfare you will
find your welfare.”

Seeking the welfare in today’s time may very well mean
opening your home towards the oppressed and fatherless.
What might this look like? A number of these placements
occur in the middle of the night with tired and confused kids.

I remember a placement not too long ago at one of our
homes with a young 4 to 5-year-old boy who was just taken
out of his home earlier that day. I met the caseworker at our
foster home around 3 a.m. The caseworker brought the boy
into this home, and the young boy briefly woke up to see our
kind foster mom, Mrs. Lia, holding out her arms to him—
gently saying his name inviting him to come to her arms. He
reached out to her embrace and immediately laid his head on
her shoulders and went back to sleep while she held him.

The young boy did not stay there for more than a few
weeks. He received what he needed: love, care and most
importantly, and perhaps for the first time, he gained a
foster family who would take him to the throne of Christ
to intercede for him and for his family. This is how Christ

- Jason Curry

provides for these kids, through
the arms and prayers of His
people who can pray for their
souls so that they may one day
receive the grace, healing and
forgiveness that they need.

Pray for kids like this and
their families. Pray that the
church would faithfully proclaim
the gospel of Christ and that
we would see transformation
in these families and in our
communities. May TBHC remain faithful to God’s calling on
us in His great mission!

A Philip Johnso
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2024 Jacksonville College Graduation

By DAVID ERICKSON, Ph.D.

In May Jacksonville College held its annual commencement ceremonies. Fifty-nine students were included in this year’s
graduating class. Of those, 41 were from Texas while 17 were international students. All but one graduated with an Associate
of Science. One student, Caelan Soultanov, graduated from Jacksonville College having completed all of his classes as a dual-
credit high school student. He graduated from Jacksonville High School the next week. We are very proud of all these young
people’s accomplishments and wish them well in their future studies and careers.

GUIDE GRADUATE HONORS:

Cum Laude = With Honor

Magna Cum Laude = With High Honor

Summa Cum Laude = With Highest Honor

Phi Theta Kappa = Honor fraternity

Webb = Walter Prescott Webb Historical Society

ASSOCIATE OF ARTS:

Nicolas Tovar, Villavicencio, Colombia

ASSOCIATE OF SCIENCE:

Joel Aihia, Arlington, TX

Litzy Alvarado, Springfield, VA (Cum Laude, Phi Theta Kappa)
Andres Ayala Saenz, Morelia, Mexico

Jackson Bisungu, Nottingham, England

Edan Benitez Carrasco, Santiago, Chile

Angelica Camacho, Jacksonville, TX

Kaan Celebi, Nuremberg, Germany

Christian Cobb, Dallas, TX

Ronald Davis, Waxahachie, TX

Brock Dawson, Bremer Bay, Australia (Cum Laude)
Samantha Doyle, Huntsville, TX

Shania English, Trinity, TX (Cum Laude)

Liliana Esquivel Fuentes, Houston, TX (Phi Theta Kappa)
Chidera Ezeilo, Festac Town, Lagos, Nigeria (Summa Cum Laude, Phi
Theta Kappa)

Erika Garcia, Jacksonville, TX (Cum Laude)

Mateus Garcia Pinto, Sao Paulo, Brazil

Aderian Gee, Dallas, TX

Diana Godines Pena, Houston, TX (Phi Theta Kappa)

Ximena Gonzalez, El Paso, TX (Phi Theta Kappa)

Tyler Greensage, Bryan, TX (Cum Laude, Phi Theta Kappa)
Taylor Gutierrez, Jacksonville, TX (Cum Laude)

Jason Gwillim, Rusk, TX (Webb)

Salaya Holmes, La Marque, TX

Xiadani Islas, Spring, TX (Webb)

Brandon Jimenez, Quitman, TX (Summa Cum Laude, Phi Theta

Kappa, Webb)

Carson Kemp, Schulenburg, TX

Jayden King, Gun Barrel City, TX (Cum Laude)

Viktoriya Korniychuk, Rivne, Ukraine (Magna Cum Laude, Phi Theta
Kappa)

Kira Lehner, Konigsbruck, Germany (Summa Cum Laude, Phi Theta
Kappa)

Bupe Malamula, Livingstone, Zambia

Latavion Mays, Beaumont, TX

Kathleen Mbatchou, Sugar Land, TX

Michelle Medellin, Jacksonville, TX

Massimo Moretti, Naples, Italy (Phi Theta Kappa)

Karim Nasir, Fort Worth, TX (Magna Cum Laude, Honors Graduate)
Grace Okih, Ajegunle, Lagos, Nigeria (Magna Cum Laude, Phi Theta
Kappa)

Felipe Osorio, Santiago, Chile

Madilyn Powers, Henderson, TX (Cum Laude)

Chilton Price, College Station, TX

Keion Redd, Jacksonville, TX

Anthony Riggans, Carthage, TX

Keilee Riley, Mineola, TX (Cum Laude)

Elizabeth Rios, Jacksonville, TX

Keasia Robinson, Houston, TX

Kimberly Rodriguez, Bridgeport, TX

Karla Rodriguez, Houston, TX

Olivia Sanchez, Jacksonville, TX

Jorge Sanchez Ramirez, Bogota, Colombia (Cum Laude)

Cecilia Sanchez Tavera, Jacksonville, TX (Phi Theta Kappa)

Josch Schuck, Koln, Germany (Cum Laude, Phi Theta Kappa)

Jaxson Shaddox, Bryan, TX

Caelan Soultanov, Jacksonville TX (High School dual credit graduate)
Filippo Spagnesi, Lucca, ltaly (Cum Laude, Phi Theta Kappa)

Alexia Tapia Onate, Lufkin, TX

Blake Turner, Kingsland, TX

Gisel Uriostegui, Houston, TX

Jordan Williamson, Hillsboro, TX (Cum Laude)

Hannah Zoch, Winnsboro, TX

Church Sells Bus to Jacksonville College

Like many churches sprinkled throughout Texas, Purley
Baptist Church sits at the crossroads of a small, rural community.
Led by Pastor Pablo Guzman, they are faithfully seeking to reach
their community for Christ. On Sunday nights you can find the
members at Purley practicing evangelism so they can better share
the Gospel with friends and neighbors.

In years past, the church used its bus as a great ministry tool.
But ministry in Purley has been changing and since 2020 the bus
has largely sat unused. Music Minister Tim Evans, a Jacksonville
College alumnus and former trustee of the college, knew where
the bus could find its next ministry. Recently the church voted to
sell it to the college for a deeply discounted price.

The bus expands the college’s ability to move large groups
of students like the new choir while allowing a well-worn bus
to be retired. This fall, the new-to-us bus will be taking choir
members and athletes to represent Jacksonville College. If

you look closely, you just might see the outline of the words,
Purley Baptist Church.

If your church has a vehicle that is surplus to your current
ministry, get in touch with Jacksonville College. Right now
we are particularly looking for better 15 passenger vans.
We’re not looking for new and fancy, just reliable workhorses
with miles of ministry left to go.

David Erickson is the president of Jacksonville
College. Contact him at 105 B.J. Albritton Drive,
Jacksonville, Texas 75766, 903-586-2518 or

president@jacksonvillecollege.edu
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When God Doesn’t
Guide

By TONY CLEAVER, D.Min.

Artificial Intelligence (Al) is today’s buzzword. Al refers
to the ability of computers to perform tasks that would normally
require human intelligence to recognize patterns and make
predictions. Although Al is somewhat new, Artificial Religion
(AR) is not. AR is a man-made attempt (with great effort)
to imitate, pretend and suggest what is true, what is best for
humanity; and most importantly it is from some “higher power.”
Al might be able to assist humanity with math, art, and literature,
but AR cannot provide humankind peace with God, harmony with
neighbor and self, or the way to heaven. AR has its foundation in
the human spirit and has the appearance of being true. AR serves
an egocentric end, and it is in opposition to the Word of God.
*AR usually takes one of the following forms or combinations of
philosophies the world has known for centuries - and they are still
inaccurate and unreliable.

1. Stoicism—All is beyond my control and left up to fate
or chance. Human beings must create their own path
with a moral code that changes behavior. This is in direct
opposition to the personal God who cares deeply for His
children. He is a God who controls His creation and is at
work in history even today through Jesus Christ our Lord.

2. Cynicism—All standards are ridiculous, and humans have
unlimited personal freedom to rebel against the accepted
norms. However, the Scriptures teach us a positive and
productive way of life that shows us the model of Jesus.

3. Skepticism—All truth is my own truth and personal
experience alone is valid for existence. But in fact, truth is
rooted in Jesus and His disclosure of God — not simply in
self alone.

From the Christian perspective, the antidote, remedy, and cure

for AR is found in the New Testament:

¢ 1 Corinthians 15:3 “For I passed on to you as most
important what I also received: that Christ died for our sins
according to the Scriptures, that he was buried, that he was
raised on the third day according to the Scriptures. ..

¢ Matthew 11:28-29 “Come to me, all of you who are weary
and burdened, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon
you and learn from me, because I am lowly and humble in
heart, and you will find rest for your souls.”

e Acts 16:30-31 “Sirs, what must I do to be saved?” They
said, “Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved—
you and your household.”

¢ Ephesians 2:8-10 “For you are saved by grace through
faith, and this is not from yourselves; it is God’s gift— not
from works, so that no one can boast. For we are his
workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which
God prepared ahead of time for us to do.”

*Some comments integrated from Gerald Kellar /n His Service

published on Amazon.

Tony Cleaver, prior to his retirement, served as
the director of distance learning and professor of
Biblical studies at Baptist Missionary Association

Theological Seminary in Jacksonville, Texas. He

is an author and writer of the popular newspaper column, Leave
It to Cleaver. He may be contacted at tony.cleaver@bmats.edu.

CHURCH HERLTH

God Speaking to You

By LARRY BARKER

Paul writes the book of Titus to a young man who was left on
the island of Crete to lead and organize the new churches that had
been started there. Paul had a dual focus of starting new churches
and strengthening the churches that had been established. Paul
left Timothy in Ephesus primarily with the same calling as Titus
then accompanied Titus to the island where they evangelized and
discipled new believers. Most likely the gospel had first come to the
island of Crete through those who repented and received Christ on
the Day of Pentecost in Acts 2. Now Paul was encouraging Titus in
this work.

Paul and Titus had an ongoing relationship that included Titus
joining him on his third missionary journey. He referred to him as
“my true son in our common faith.” In Titus 2:1, Paul admonishes
this young man to “proclaim things consistent with sound doctrine.”
Charles Swindoll states, “How seriously do you consider your
beliefs about God in the overall scheme of your life? The book of
Titus reminds us that our beliefs about God impact every decision
we make.” This story on the island of Crete and the book of Titus
became a reality because God clearly spoke to Paul about what He
had called him to do.

Paul heard from the Lord on the road to Damascus, and then
in Acts 13, the Holy Spirit told the church in Antioch to “set apart
Barnabas and Saul for the work to which I have called them.” In
Acts 16, Paul had a strategy for the next phase of this calling, but we
are given a great illustration of how all church planting and church
strengthening journeys should begin and continue from God’s
mind and heart to you. Jim Carpenter states, “As Paul and his team
traveled in Asia revisiting churches that had been established in a
previous journey, the Holy Spirit would not allow them to continue
preaching the gospel in Southern Asia.”

Jim continues, “Then they tried to travel north, but again the
Holy Spirit prevented them. Perhaps a bit confused by the Spirit’s
restrictions, they headed for the seacoast town of Troas, and during
the night God communicated with Paul through an amazing vision.
Paul saw a man of Macedonia ‘standing and begging him to come
over to Macedonia and help us.” This is how the gospel was carried
into Europe: Paul listened to the voice of the Lord.” What was Paul’s
response? Acts 16:10 says, “After Paul had seen the vision, we got
ready at once to leave for Macedonia, concluding that God had
called us to preach the gospel to them.”

Vision comes from God’s Word and God the Holy Spirit.
When Paul listened and obeyed, the gospel jumped continents and
came to Europe. Churches were planted, and people became has
dreams that include an extraordinary plan for you and your church
(Ephesians 3:20-21). God’s better future for us and His church is
meant to be discovered and expressed. This future-oriented, vision-
driven direction of God is seen in Titus 1:1-2 by giving Titus this
progression: faith in Christ, knowledge of truth, and the hope of
eternal life.

Vision is a part of being human and how God designed us.
Are you planning a vacation? Are you thinking about building or
buying a home? Are you completing school soon? Are you preparing
for a job change or carecer move? Are you considering how you
build up those in your church and strengthen them in discipleship
and multiplication. The reality is that God designed you to be

future oriented, and even though you live in the present, you think
about time, plans, and the dreams in front of you. With very few
exceptions, you have things you look forward to in the here and now,
not only in eternity.

Vision is essential to life and ministry. It is not optional but is
a gift from a gracious God to be able to look forward to something.
There are a couple of things to notice about vision. First, vision
serves your spiritual walk. It enables you to look forward to what
God wants to happen. In our trainings, we teach principles based
on the Word of God. The Nehemiah Principle teaches that God’s
vision must lead to prayerful planning, the result of which should be
a comprehensive task list set out upon a timeline. What needs to be
done, when does it need to be completed, and who is responsible for
making sure it happens?

Vision is for all of us, every believer and every church
striving to hear His voice, follow His direction, and obey His
every command. Vision does not require some super gifting or
special skill set. God has a vision for you and your church. Paul was
committed to finding and following God’s vision. Your role is not
to forge your own vision but to wait upon God for His. Psalm 32:8
says, “I will instruct thee and teach thee in the way which thou shalt
go: I will guide thee with mine eye.” This emphasizes that vision is
not only for everyone but also for every day. Just as we breathe, eat,
and sleep, you also pray, seek Him, hope, and dream.

Vision also brings joy and makes the journey exciting. It
enables you to look forward to something with a smile on your face
knowing God has a better plan and a better way. Knowing that all
things work together for good enables us to endure the more difficult
and most challenging seasons of life and ministry. Hebrews 12:2
says Jesus endured the cross “for the joy that was set before him.”
He had a vision of what His death, burial, and resurrection would
accomplish. Vision makes you a better servant of the Lord. When
you imagine things better, it makes you better because you have faith
and hope.

Lastly, vision is ongoing, and it connects you to God in
a mysterious, supernatural way. Vision is always moving,
progressing, evaluating, and recalculating. Vision is a never-ending,
ongoing conversation between you and the Holy Spirit. God’s vision
is intimately connected to the needs of real people. The vision Paul
saw was of a man begging for help. His purposes and ways are often
mysterious, but it’s clear His heartbeat is for wayward people living
in the darkness of their sin. He wants you reach them, and He has a
plan for you to help. What is your vision to reach the people in your
neighborhood and your zip code?

The Lord communicates His vision to His leader. Whether it’s
through a startling vision or through a quiet inner voice or through a
gradual, settled sense of conviction, the Lord wants to communicate
His vision for your church, and He wants to communicate it to you.

Larry Barker is the pastor of Cornerstone, Jacksonville.
He also serves as the operations director for North
American Missions. For more information or to
contact him, visit www.bmamissions.org.
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Dr. Philip R. Bryan: A Man in the Gap

By PHILIP ATTEBERY

BMA Seminary Interim President

The entire Baptist Missionary Association Theological
Seminary family of administrators, alumni, faculty, staff,
students and trustees was saddened to learn about the passing
of Dr. Philip R. Bryan, our institution’s fourth president and
current president emeritus.

BMA Seminary’s relationship with Philip Bryan began
more than 60 years ago. Bryan, who passed away on May 20,
2024, attended the seminary as a student and completed the
Bachelor of Divinity degree in 1962. Bryan also served as a
part-time instructor before accepting full-time responsibilities
in1963. Bryan twice served as the seminary’s dean-registrar
(1967-75; 1979-83) before accepting the president’s position
in 1983. In 1999, Bryan retired from the presidency and
returned to the classroom where he continued to serve as
a Professor of Theological-Historical studies until his full
retirement.

Bryan’s academic accomplishments included earning
several degrees in higher education. These included the
A.A. from Jacksonville College, 1956; B.A., University
of Oklahoma, 1958; B.D., BMA Seminary, 1962; M.A.,
Ph.D., Baylor University, 1966, 1973. His doctoral research
concluded with a dissertation titled An Analysis of the
Ecclesiology of Associational Baptists, 1900-1950.

According to Dr. Charley Holmes, the seminary’s fifth
president, Dr. Bryan was a true Missionary Baptist. “Dr.
Bryan’s commitment to Landmark principles, such as
local church autonomy and associational practices, were
unmatched. He held strongly to the doctrine of eternal
security of the believer and provided a much-needed source of

wisdom and support
for my time as
president.”

The first sermon
that I remember
hearing Dr. Bryan
preach focused
upon the text of
Ezekiel 22:30
where the prophet
pronounced the
absence of someone
to “stand in the gap”
and prevent the
Lord’s destruction
of Jerusalem. I
heard this message
about the time I was
deciding to attend
seminary. Dr. Bryan’s emphasis upon the need for equipped
men to stand in the gap further assured my decision to enroll
at BMA Seminary.

Dr. Bryan’s years of faithful service and earnest contention
for the faith should encourage others to prepare themselves as
laborers for the Lord’s harvest. Dr. Bryan was a brilliant,
humble and encouraging leader for both our school and the
Baptist Missionary Association. Although he will be sorely
missed, the BMA Seminary family remains grateful for the
time we knew and served with him while he stood in the gap.

A Dr. Philip R. Bryan

The purpose of Moral Action

By JOHN ADAMS, D.MIN.

Moral Action Executive Director

The Old Testament prophet Joel declared that
multitudes are in “the valley of decision, for the day
of the Lord is near in the valley of decision.” The
United States is in that “Valley of Decision.” Christians
recognize the desire by Satanic forces, progressives of
our day, by the liberal press and media as they aim to
silence the voice of Christians and His Church. There is
an on-going effort to demean the name of Jesus Christ
and to remove it from the lips of Americans.

But we who believe in that Holy Name of Jesus
Christ, cannot sit idly by; our Christian voice must be
heard. We know that we cannot be timid anymore, but
our collective voices must be bold for the Kingdom’s
cause. Our wonderful churches still believe in
this Christ, the Bible, the Church, morality and the
greatness of the work before us. We are in that valley
of decision, and God’s people are making the RIGHT
decisions! May we morally stand up and speak with
distinction!

THE BATTLE THAT CHRISTIANS ARE FIGHTING
Our main battle is for our children. It is true that
whoever controls the children controls our future.

There is a war agenda today to guide the children in the
United States away from God via television, movies,
books, public school mandates, the internet, etc. Such
organizations as the ACLU (American Civil Liberties
Union) and the American Atheists are leading the battle
in our courts to remove God, and especially the name
of Jesus, from our children in schools and colleges.

Baptist Missionary Association

Moral Action

7Y
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Liberty Association
hosts rally for
Baptist Medical
Missions
International

By CHARLES JOHNSON
Pastor of Rosewood, Gilmer

Liberty Baptist Association sponsored a rally for
Baptist Medical Missions International (BMMI) at Little
Mound, Big Sandy May 16. A total of 11 churches were
represented by messengers. Host pastor Michael Phillips
welcomed the group. Moderator Clay Potter presided
over the business session.

Stan Scroggins represented BMMI at the meeting. He
brought a message titled, “Our Missionary God,” from
Genesis 3:8-10. Scroggins is a former BMA missionary
in The Philippines. He now serves as the coordinator of
Asia-Pacific Missions for the BMA Global Missions.

Scroggins shared his experiences of many medical
mission trips with emphasis on the Philippines. He
also shared a PowerPoint presentation of several trips
including distribution of Christmas shoeboxes received
by children as part of “Operation Everlasting Smiles”
which is overseen by BMMI. He showed sample
shoeboxes and urged the churches to participate in the
project.

At the conclusion of the service, Potter called for
a moment of silence in memory of longtime Liberty
Association pastors Duane Turner and Ray Thompson
who have passed away this year. The church served
refreshments to the messengers and guests after the
meeting.

The next meeting of Liberty Association will be at
Macedonia Baptist Church, Pittsburg at 7 p.m., Aug. 15.
This will be a rally for Jacksonville College.

Rose Hill, Mineola
to celebrate
90 years

Mark your calendars for July 21, 2024, as Rose Hill
Baptist Church in Mineola, will be commemorating 90
years of service. The upcoming event will be a special
occasion to acknowledge the church's longstanding
dedication to its community. Further information
regarding the celebration will be provided in the July
publication. Join us in honoring this significant milestone
in the history of Rose Hill Baptist Church.
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Broken Crayons Still Color

By SARAH LOW

“He heals the brokenhearted and binds up their
wounds” (Psalm 147:3).

Kintsugi is a Japanese art form in which broken
pottery is repaired with gold or other metals. The
broken place is highlighted, the flaws decorated and
made beautiful. A normal bowl or cup is joined with
a line of gold. Our weak places can be places of
beauty as well.

Paul wrote to the Corinthian church that he
“will boast of the things that show my weakness”
(2 Corinthians 11:30). He also said, “I will not boast
about myself, except about my weaknesses” (2
Corinthians 12:5).

The repair of the pottery is stronger than the
pottery itself. The place where it was broken and
weak is now the strongest part of the piece.

Our weaknesses are places where we rely on God,
where we experience Him and His grace and His
strength. When we live in our own strength, we fail.
When we depend on God’s strength, He can use us.

Jesus told Paul that “My grace is sufficient for
you, for my power is made perfect in weakness”
(2 Corinthians 12:9). Paul responded, “I delight in
weaknesses, in difficulties. For when I am weak, then
[ am strong” (1 Corinthians 12:10).

God loves us when we are broken. He wants us
to come to Him in our brokenness, and He does not
expect us to clean up and fix ourselves before we
seek Him out.

“The Lord is close to the brokenhearted and
saves those who are crushed in spirit” (Psalm 34:18).

Life can be crushing. We fail and fall. We are hurt
by our friends and family, by life circumstances, by
our own mistakes and pride. We can feel broken and
worthless, and so far away from the God who made
and loves us. When we are so far away, so blinded by
life and despair, we don’t feel that we can be of any
use. What purpose could we possibly serve in our
current state?

“He has sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, to
proclaim freedom for the captives and release from
darkness the prisoners” (Isaiah 61:1).

Our failures and brokenness feel like a prison, as
though we are trapped without an escape. We feel
dirty, unlovable. But God loves us. God can clean us
up and free us from the darkness. We cannot rescue
ourselves from this prison, but God can.

“He lifted me out of the slimy pit, out of the mud
and mire; he set my feet on a rock and gave me a firm
place to stand” (Psalm 40:2).

Only God can lift us out of our place of darkness
and despair. He may use any number of methods:
your pastor, church, sisters in Christ, counseling, or
medication. He can restore us to the life we were
designed to have — a life of joy and fulfillment in
Him.

God has a habit of using flawed and broken
people.

* He used Jonah even though he ran from God.

* He used Moses even though he was a murderer.

* He used Sarah even though she thought she

knew better than God.

* He used Job even though, in his loss and grief,

he wished he hadn’t been born.
+ He used Peter even though he denied knowing
Jesus.
* He used Paul even though he had persecuted
the church.
* He can use you even though you are broken,
even in your hopelessness.
* You have value, and you can be made
beautiful.
There’s still time to register for our summer
retreat in Conroe. Come learn how God can use you
in your brokenness.

FROM YOUR PROJECT PROMOTER, VONDA
GRUN:

JBC Buckner Chapel needs a new AC and roof.
Our goal is $25,000.

Fundraising idea: Did you know mini M&M
tubes hold $10 in quarters?

Challenge: Fill one M&M tube a month and
donate $120 a year; Bonus — you get to eatthe
M&Ms!

Send funds to Texas WMA, 413 Junell, Sulphur
Springs, TX 75482

IMPORTANT DATES:

June 28-29: Texas State Sunbeam house party —
Tis so Sweet! Jacksonville College,

Jacksonville, Texas. Register through the WMA
website.

July 19-20: Texas Ladies’ Retreat — Broken
Crayons Still Color, Northside Baptist

Church, Conroe, Texas. Register by May 31 to
guarantee a t-shirt.

September 1: Deadline for nominations for state
project. Find submission forms on the Texas WMA
website.

FOR MORE INFORMATION:

Visit our website at .
TexasWMA..com or follow us E :'tﬁ' E
on Facebook: Texas WMA. i T

Scan the QR code to
link directly to the website
to access forms or for more
information.

SUPPORT OUR PROJECTS:

State WMA: Jacksonville College chapel — new
AC and roof. Goal $25,000.

State GMA: Repair of Daniel Springs tabernacles.

State Sunbeams: Larry and Tammy Wood. Goal
$2,024.

Sarah Low is the Texas
Women’s Missionary Auxiliary
(WMA) editor. Contact her at

sarahbethlow@gmail.com. For

more information about the Texas WMA, visit

www.texaswma.com.

@
Jacksonville College

June 28-29, 2024

Matthew 5:14

Join us for an adventure through our Candyland
while learning more about God’s word
For more information, contact
Vera Koonce; djkeak55@vyahoo.com: phone 281-642-5356
Or Dera Moy, mrsderamoy@gmail.com, phone 281-630-6090

TBRC School Supplies

| Sturdy backpacks
Crayola Markers (thick and thin)
Crayola Map pencils
Crayola Crayons (24 count)
Ziploc bags (quart and gallon size)
Paper towels
Lysol or Clorox wipes

Composition notebooks (wide ruled)

Bring supplies with

Wide ruled spirals

Elmer's gluesticks

you to the Texas D—
WhA Retreat July

Expo markers (thick and thin and preferably all
black)

Ticonderoga #2 pencils
Play doh

Crayola Construction paper

Elmer's liquid glue
Plastic folders with brads

Lunch boxes

No spill water bottles

***\We do ask that all school supplies be name
brand items so that way our kids in care can be
as normal as possible among their peers.***
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Church Items Available

By MIKE CHISM

As of January 7, 2024, IMPACT @ Bethel
(formerly Bethel Baptist Church of White Rock)
has merged with Calvary First, Mesquite and
is in the process of selling our church property.
Therefore, we are offering BMA churches, until
July 31, 2024, the opportunity to acquire various
church items (i.e., furnishings, equipment,
and educational materials) as listed below.
After that date, we will offer these items to the
public and others. The “Best Offer Items”
are discounted items that will be sold based on
the best reasonable offer. While the “Donation

DONATION ITEMS:

28-Cushion Adult Chairs

Children Chairs (8-Wood & 60-Plastic)
Library Books (Christian & Children)
Educational Videos & Study Kits
Teaching Stands (2-Metal, 8-Wood)
Movie Style Popcorn Machine
80+Metal Chairs & 2-Racks
2-Computer Desks

4-Office Desks

4-Office File Cabinets

2-Overhead Projectors

Items” are available for your church with a Kitchen Pots, Pans, & Utensils

donation of any size. We also have many other Kitchen Mixer

items that are not listed, but available as well. Keurig Coffee Maker

Please call or text Mike Chism at 972-965-4986 Glass Plates, Bowls, Cups & Saucers
to schedule a time to view items or for more Kitchen Supplies

information. We hope these items will help to
further the ministry in your church.

8-Sanctuary Light Fixtures
Decorations & Pictures
2-Christmas Trees & Decorations

BEST OFFER ITEMS: Song Books, Sheet Music & Metal Music
Allen Organ Stands
2-Upright Pianos
Communion Tables

5’ Wooden Cross (Baptistry)
Conference Table & 8 Chairs
Electric Range

Stainless Steel Dishwasher & Sink

BAPTIST MISSIONARY

BMLA

LOAN ASSOCIATION

The Baptist Missionary Loan Association (BMLA), a ministry of the Baptist Missionary Association of Texas,
offers loans to churches for everything from land and building purchases, to additions and renovations.

Secure a loan with BMLA

We specialize in church building projects.
Since 1953, BMLA has provided loans for churches of the Baptist Missionary Association of Texas. No one
understands the needs and goals of BMA congregations and related ministries better than BMLA. Recently,
BMLA was authorized by the churches of the Baptist Missionary Association of Texas to offer loans to any BMA
church in the United States.

We offer competitive rates and terms.
Unlike many commercial lending institutions, BMLA can save your congregation thousands of dollars by
requiring minimal closing costs and offering competitive rates.

Faithful stewardship finances our loans.
The money invested in BMLA by congregations and individuals finance our loans for building projects and
land purchases.

For more information, visit bmla.org.
If you are ready, you may apply for a loan online at bmla.org.

If you have more questions, call us at 972-923-0758.

We look forward to helping you make your dreams come true!

BMLA, P.O. Box 425, Waxahachie, Texas 75168
www.bmla.org

SEMINARY PRESIDENT

BMA SEMINARY

L e L= L]

The Baptist Missionary Association Theological Seminary (BMATS) in Jacksonville announces a vacancy in the
office of president of the seminary. The president is the chief executive officer under the Board of Trustees and
is charged with putting into effect its policies and regulations, keeping the trustees informed and appraised of
the status of the seminary and its program, participating in trustee and committee meetings, and keeping the
Board advised of the fiscal status of the seminary. The president is also tasked with general administration of
the seminary, including the responsibility for developing and maintaining services and programs necessary to
operate the seminary, coordinating internal management for efficiency, quality control, and accountability, as
well as acting as chief personnel administrator.

Qualifications:

1. The next president of BMATS should demonstrate a strong dedication to biblical and doctrinal fidelity in
alignment with the Baptist Missionary Association of America Statement of Faith and historical Associational
Baptist ecclesiology.

2. Upon assuming the duties of the office, the president must be a member of a church affiliated with Baptist
Missionary Association of America.

3. The applicant must have spiritual characteristics and sufficient knowledge of Christian Education to be able
to relate effectively to faculty and students, the churches and pastors of the BMAA, as well as governmental and
other educational entities.

All those who meet the qualifications and would like to be considered for this position are encouraged to send
a letter of interest and complete resume to:

BMATS Presidential Search Committee
c/o Dr. Clif Johnson, Chairman
Garrett Memorial Baptist Church
1 Genesis Dr.

Hope, AR 71801
clif.johnson@bmats.edu

The deadline for submissions is August, 1, 2024.

BMA Research Study

My name is Justin Owens and | am a BMA pastor and
former missionary. | am conducting a research study
among BMA of Texas church members for my PhD
studies at Columbia International University in South
Carolina. This study is focused on how BMA Baptists can
better reach the growing population of religious nones.

If you live or minister in the state of Texas, attend a BMA
of Texas church, and are between the ages of 16-75,
would you please take a moment to fill out my
questionnaire? Your help and participation will greatly
aid in developing an outreach strategy for reaching this
growing population! Everyone who completes the survey
will also earn a $5 Amazon e-gift card. You can scan the
QR code below to find the questionnaire or go to my
website below. Thanks so much for your help!

[=]a [=]
: =

www.owensphd.com
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2024
SOAR (STUDENT CONFERENCE)

DATE: July 3-5, 2024
PLACE: Loews Arlington Hotel, Arlington, Texas

RE:CHARGE (CONFERENCE FOR PASTORS AND CHURCH STAFF)
DATE: October 1-3, 2024
PLACE: Calvary Baptist Church, Fayetteville, Arkansas

CELEBRATION (CONFERENCE FOR ADULTS)
DATE: November 12-14, 2024
PLACE: Chateau on the Lake, Branson, Missouri

BMA OF TEXAS ANNUAL MEETING
DATE: Nov. 18-19, 2024
PLACE: Jacksonville, Texas

Dersonnel
nositions

AVAILABLE MINISTRY POSITIONS

STUDENT PASTOR-Union Hill, Brownsboro is seeking a youth/student
minister. Our desire is to find an exemplary full-time student pastor
who will provide visionary oversight and pastoral leadership to the
6th-12th graders of Union Hill Baptist Church. The student pastor will
partner with parents and youth leaders in discipling youth, consistently
engage students with the good news of the gospel and support them
in developing their love for God and others. To be successful in this
position, the student pastor will be present in the lives of students in
their various contexts. He will work to provide a place where students
feel they can belong, believe the good news, and become lifelong
disciples of Christ. For more info & job description visit unionhillbaptist.
net/joinourteam. Resumes may be mailed to Brett Gilpatrick, 15866 FM
3204, Brownsboro, Texas 75756 or brett@unionhillbaptist.net. 624

WORSHIP LEADER—Beacon, Bryan is seeking a part-time worship
leader. This person will work with the pastor and worship team to lead
the congregation in worship on Sunday mornings. Send resume to
jobs@beaconbryan.com. 724

PASTOR—OId Bethel, Canton is seeking a bivocational pastor. Email
resumes to OBBCResume@proton.me. 724

PASTOR—Soda, Livingston is seeking a pastor. Send resume to
Soda Baptist Church, Attn: Pastor Search Committee, 8135 US 190 E,
Livingston, Texas 77351 or sodabaptistpastorcomm.2024@gmail.com.
For more information, call Kevin Harbuck, pastor search committee
chairman at 936-933-6808. 6124

COLLEGE PRESIDENT—The board of trustees of Southeastern Baptist
College, located in Laurel, Mississippi, has organized a presidential
search committee. Persons interested are asked to contact Glen Pace,
chairman of the board, at 601-520-5376 or mrpmg@yahoo.com.

YOUTH/MUSIC MINISTRY LEADER—First, Palmer is seeking a person
to lead their youth and music ministries. If interested, email Pastor Gary
Southard at pastor@fbcpalmer.org.

PASTOR—Bethel, Clayton is seeking a pastor. Send resume to Joe
Ogden, 563 CR183, Carthage, Texas 75633 or call 903-692-0000.
A parsonage is available for the pastor. The church is located at 160
CR1521, Clayton. Jerry Phillips is currently serving as interim pastor. tn

PASTOR—Mt. Pisgah, Mineola is seeking a full-time biblically qualified
pastor to shepherd our congregation. Mt. Pisgah was founded in 1853
with a strong biblical foundation, a heart for missions and to grow.
Please send resumes to 5848 S. State Highway 37, Mineola, Texas
75773, 1en

In
Loving CNlemory
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RONNIE DANIELL

Funeral services for Ronnie Lee Daniell, 76, of |
Canton, were held at Eubank Funeral Home
in Canton May 15, 2024. Daneill passed away
May 13, 2024. He was born in Grand Saline -
Aug. 27, 1947. Daniell was a 1967 graduate |
of Terrell High School, a 1973 graduate

of Dallas Institute of Funeral Service, and

attended the BMA Theological Seminary, Jacksonville. He
pastored churches in Elmo, Myrtle Springs, Paris, Trinidad and
Lawrence Springs, as well as, Sumrall, Mississippi. He served
as youth and music minister in Tundra and Grand Prairie. Daniell
recorded multiple gospel albums throughout the years.

WAYNE BICKLEY

Funeral services for Richard Wayne Bickley,
64, of Lufkin, were held at First Baptist
Church, Livingston May 17, 2024. He was
born in Huntsville April 28, 1960 and passed
away May 13, 2024. Bickley invested the last
30 years of his life in the ministry. He began
as the youth/associate pastor of O’Quinn,
Pollok; then as pastor of Smyrna, Huxley; Opelika, Brownsboro
and for the last 14 years at Soda, Livingston. He went on mission
trips to Romania, Indonesia multiple times, and Zambia, Africa
because his heart was to reach out to people and bring God into
their lives. His loving wife of 45 years, Suzie (Rye) Bickley, among
numerous other relatives are left to cherish his memory.

GLYNN HYMER HORTON

Glynn Hymer Horton, 96, passed away in
Winnsboro May 9, 2024. She was born in
Upshur County May 8, 1928. Throughout
her life, Glynn pursued various hobbies
and interests that brought her immense joy. |
Whether she was traveling to new places
playing the piano with grace and elegance,
attending church services with devotion, spending quality time
with loved ones, or showcasing her talent in sewing intricate
patterns, Glynn’s vibrant spirit touched the lives of many. She
was known for her kind heart, unwavering faith, and love for her
family, and served alongside her late husband, Don Hymer, in
ministry. A graveside service was held at Rosewood Cemetery,
near Gilmer, May 11, 2024.

RAY THOMPSON

Pastor Jackie Ray Thompson, 77, passed
peacefully into the presence of Jesus May
11, 2024. Bro. Ray, as he was affectionately
called, was a loving husband, father,
grandfather, pastor, educator and friend.
He was born in Mineola Oct. 9, 1946.
He accepted Jesus as his Savior in Sand

Springs Baptist Church at the age of 11. Thompson graduated
from Quitman High School in 1965. In July that summer, he felt
the Lord calling him into the ministry, and was ordained by Sand
Springs Baptist Church. Ray married Maeva Poole on March
25, 1972, and they were married for 52 years. For 59 years, he
served as pastor of Coldwater, Winnsboro; Calvary, Gilmer; Enon,
Gilmer and Forest Hill, Quitman. Thompson served as president
of the Baptist Missionary Association of Texas and in many other
leadership roles, including the Board of Trustees of Jacksonville
College. A funeral service was held at Enon, Gilmer May 15.

PHILIP BRYAN

Dr. Philip Ray Bryan, 88, previously of
Jacksonville, passed away in Lebanon, Ohio,
where he resided for the pastor five years,
May 20, 2024. A funeral services was held
at Autry Funeral Home in Jacksonville May
31. He was born November 9, 1935, in Marfa.
Bryan married Ida Janice Finley, his wife of
63 years, at Martin’s Prairie Baptist Church in Keith, where he
served as pastor while attending the North American Theological
Seminary (now Baptist Missionary Association Theological
Seminary). They were married on June 9, 1961.In Jacksonville
they were active members of First Baptist Church for many
years, joining Afton Grove Baptist Church after retirement. Bryan
was best known for his continuing relationship with the BMA
Seminary where he endeavored to pass on his faith through gifts
of teaching and administration. He began to serve as a part-time
instructor before accepting full-time teaching responsibilities in
1963. Twice he served as the seminary's dean-registrar (1967-75,
1979-83) and then as president beginning in 1983. Retiring from
administration duties in 1999, he returned to the classroom as
a professor of theological-historical studies until full retirement,
teaching students in New Testament Greek, theology, church
history, and biblical surveys. Philip was ordained to the gospel
ministry in 1956 by the Missionary Baptist Church at Norman,
Oklahoma, with pastorates in Oklahoma, New York, Texas,
California, and Mississippi. He also served as dean of the
Southeastern Baptist College in Laurel, Mississippi.

WILMA SCHOENROCK

Mrs. Wilma Schoenrock, wife of Pastor
James Schoenrock, was called home to
be with the Lord June 10, 2024. A funeral
service was scheduled to be held at the
New Hope Funeral Home in Sunnyvale at 2
p.m., June 17. Visitation was scheduled for
the same day, beginning at 12:30 p.m. Mrs.
Schoenrock suffered from dementia for a long period of time
and was cared for by Bro. Schoenrock as he continued to lead
Sheppard Drive, Euless as pastor. She was a loving wife and
mother, who served alongside Bro. Schoenrock as he pastored
multiple churches and also served in the past as the executive
director of BMA of America Missions. No further information was
available at press time.
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BMA Texas Missions cont.

diagnosed with Myelitis, a disease that attacks the nervous
system. She is paralyzed from the waist down.

BRAD CAULEY—
CEDAR PARK MISSION
BWCAULEY@GMAIL.COM

The Lord has answered
your prayers and blessed us
with a home whose back
fence opened to the large
community park—the heart
of Cedar Park. We are now _
poised to build relationships ) N H
and share the love and truth T _
of Christ with our city. Our A BradCauley
people continue to grow in their love and understanding of
Christ and are eager to see more and more people know Him.
Thank you for praying with us. We are eager to see Christ
exalted and adored here.

Prayer Needs:

Please pray that the Lord directs us to His lost sheep and
blesses our leaders with the passion and conviction for His
mission. We ask for favor with our city, that we will be able
to connect with the needs the Lord wants us to meet there.

ABNER NUNEZ—
PLANTING IN SAN ANTONIO
ELIAS1951@HOTMAIL.COM
Every church planter needs
the love and fellowship of
his colleagues. At the BMA
I have found these. Brothers
tell me that they are praying

for me. Thank you very much! A Abner Nunez

TIM ALBA—
THE BRIDGE MISSION IN SEAGOVILLE
TIMALBA1986@GMAIL.COM

We are doing great. I |
believe our church is in a
transition. This has been a
tough year for the church.
While we have seen growth
and progress in our people, we
have also seen low attendance
on Sundays. It has been up
and down this year, but I A TimothyAlba
made a personal decision to never stop no matter how hard it
gets and to push forward and share the gospel no matter what
happens. God gave me a project and I am fully committed
to it no matter what happens. Faithfulness is important and
I want to be faithful in what God has given me stewardship
over.

Prayer Needs:

Continue to pray for our church and its future as we push
through our challenges as a plant.

OMAR PINA, SR.—
MISSIONS IN WAXAHACHIE/DALLAS
DUAL SUPPORT WITH BMA OF AMERICA
OMARPINA2005@GMAIL.COM

The mission is mainly suffering of lack of full commitment
to the Great Commission and the activities to fulfill God’s

calling. We will continue
equipping them and pray for
fully committed disciple-
makers of this generation.

Prayer Needs:

For wisdom as I try new
ways of getting our people
fully engaged in the work of
the ministry

A Omar Pina, Sr.

CHRIS MINDI—
ANCHOR AUSTIN MISSION IN LEANDER
CHRIS.MINDI@BMATS.EDU

Anchor Austin Mission
is doing great. Committed
members are growing in their
spiritual journey. New people
are being touched by the
very people that are growing
at Anchor Austin. God is
transforming our communities
one family at a time. Please
continue to pray that God moves supernaturally here in
central Texas especially in our communities and among our
people. The harvest is great, but the laborers are few. We are
praying for more passionate Christians who are inspired and
motivated to be fully obedient and follow God in fulfilling
His mission to bring hope to individuals and families here in
Georgetown and surrounding areas.

Prayer Needs:

Pray for Anchor Austin and its members, as they grow in
their faith, to be outwardly focused church every moment.

Pray for our annual retreat that is coming up. This is a time
when everyone at Anchor Austin slows down and spends
time together as a community and as individuals who delight
in God.

Pray especially for these names below for this month.
Sumesh, Hollie, Nandu, Shreya & Rahul

A Chris Mindi

RUDY VILLAREAL—
HOMETOWN CHURCH MISSION IN HELOTES
RVILLARREAL1@GMAIL.COM

We have started doing
community barbecues once a
month where we invite people
from the community for food,
fellowship and games. In
our first one, we were able
to connect with a couple of
families and are hoping that
we can continue to establish A RudyVillareal
relationships through this avenue.

Prayer Needs:

Pray for us. There are people in our community that do not
want us. They are very aggressively anti-Christian. Pray that
we have an opportunity to love on them.

ADEREMI BADRU—
LIGHT HOUSE MISSION IN HOUSTON
REMIBADRU44HOPE@YAHOO.COM

Praise God! We are making progress in training leaders as
we eagerly look forward to our launch. Nevertheless, we are
praying that God will raise for us help and resources to be able

to rent a new space for worship
for the church. This will enable
us to have a proper children's
church. The hotel we are using
is not convenient for us and the
place we found requires us to
pay for at least one year. We are
grateful for the BMA churches
and are trusting that you can
support us in moving into a new space for our church plant.

Prayer Needs:

Please pray for us that God will send us help and resources to
be able to rent a new space for the use of the church.

A Aderemi Badru

KYLE CHEATHAM—
GRACE CHURCH JARRELL MISSION
KYLE@GRACEJARRELL.COM

We had a wonderful women’s
event called Bible & Brunch,
where 34 ladies gathered at the
church for delicious food and
great teaching. A man in our
church handled all the food
and a couple of our young men
served the ladies as an extra
treat. One woman shared her A Kyle Cheatham
testimony. I taught from scripture on cheerful giving with our
time, talents, treasures, touch and the truth of God’s Word. A very
special part is that we had 10 women each record themselves
reading a verse of scripture from the main passage. Our worship
leader made a terrific video with nature scenes and the ladies
reading for the audio. The church was beautifully decorated with a
sunflower theme and the ladies loved it. Jacklyn headed it with the
help of several ladies. I think it will be an annual event.

Prayer Needs:

Please pray for our new location team as we seek options for
a larger place to gather in Jarrell. Our lease is up at the end of
November.

ROBERT LEE—
HARMONY BAPTIST CHURCH IN NORMANGEE REPLANT
BRO.ROBERT.F.LEE@GMAIL.COM

This past month has been busy. We watched our children
finish Pre-K, first grade and 4th
grade. We also had the added
surprise this month of one of our
buildings suffering some minor
damage from the neighbor's
shed burning down beside it.
We are looking forward to
the summer months and the
opportunities to build new
relationships in our community.

Prayer Needs:

Pray for opportunities for us to build relationships in our
community over the summer months.

Heith Mitchell is the director of BMA of Texas Missions.
Contact him at PO. Box 73, Waxahachie, Texas 75168,
972-923-0757 or hmitchell@bmatexas.org. For more

information, Visit www.bmatexasmissions.org.
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