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FOR COLLEGE
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500 ChangeMakers. 90 miles a day. One purpose.

Beginning in Bilbao, Spain, the Tour de France will take place this
summer amid stunning views that include the Pyrenees mountains and the
Alps. In 23 days, these first-class athletes will wind their way through the
French countryside 100 miles a day to the bikers’ final goal—the Champs-
Elysées and its victory laps. At the end, one man will hoist a trophy and
be declared champion of the most famous bike ride in the world at the Arc
de Triomphe in Paris.

It is estimated that 12 to 15 million people will line the route to cheer
them on.

On May 5 of this year, BMA Global President Dr. John David Smith
began the first of five 90-mile legs of a 444-mile bike ride beginning in
his home state of Mississippi where the Natchez Trace Trail begins. At the
end of the ride, he crossed the finish line to receive fist bumps from BMA
Global Vice President John Meriweather and Lifeword Director of Digital
Strategy Jon Dodson, who chronicled the sometimes-painful journey he
had trained for.

There is no way Dr. Smith could have guessed that so many people
would follow his journey that ended without ceremony in Nashville,
Tennessee.

John Meriweather said, “Before the ride, we knew we wanted to create
a mini-documentary, posting at checkpoints along the way and stopping
at milestone markers. As we were loading up the van in the morning, we
noticed people engaging, and there were already 200 likes by the time we
got to the hotel that night before the first leg. We could tell that people
were engaging, then they began asking questions about his nutrition, the
weather, the exact location, so we began taking questions and answering
them to make it an interactive experience. People told us they were
waiting on those posts.

“In every single video, John David gave attention to the ride’s
purpose—raising funds for ChangeMakers around the world who work
tirelessly for God‘s mission. It was his main message even though the
physical challenge was what they were curious about. We intended to
tell the story but weren’t sure how people would react. The hundreds of
interactions clarified what we needed to do: Bring people on the journey
and let them follow along. Honestly, John David would have done the ride
even if no one was following.”

According to Jon Dodson, “During the week of Changemaker
Challenge, the videos, pictures and posts created a large amount of
interest and engagement online for BMA Global. The BMA Global
website realized a 502 percent increase in traffic with 3,407 visits. BMA
Global’s Facebook page reached 382,000 Facebook accounts (5,900
percent increase in reach). There were 39,400 minutes of Changemaker
Challenge videos posted on the BMA Global Facebook during the week
of the ride, with 32,125 engagements on the BMA Global Facebook page
during the ride.”

As far as the funds raised, donations continue to come in, and there
have been promises of matching funds and other commitments. On-line
giving continues at https://app.securegive.com/BMAMissions/main/
donate/category.

Middle East Coordinator Charlie Costa says, “Recently we saw
leadership at its finest from the president of BMA Global. It was not
leading from behind or by proxy but from the front and by design. Weeks

of preparations went into the lengthy bike ride Dr. John David Smith took
along the Natchez Trail to raise funds and awareness for our work.

“I wonder how many will respond to such faithfulness and commitment.
Never in the history of the BMA have we seen such selflessness. What 1
love about it is that the funds raised will go to an endowment that will
fund church planters (ChangeMakers) for years to come. That is forward-
thinking leadership. That is a leader I want to take our churches and
pastors to.”

Small but mighty. That is our association. ChangeMaker Challenge
did not have millions of excited, fanatic people encouraging their favorite
riders along the route. There was no fame or fortune for the winner. No
declaration of victory over the other riders. Just one man’s obedience to
the cause of Christ.

What an honor for all of us to be part of a “family” that desires to give
God the glory through both prayer and financial support.
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t’s Anniversary Offering Month

By JERRY FULTON

Each June churches, classes, auxiliaries and individuals are encouraged to give $1 for every year Baptist Progress has provided ministry to
BMA of Texas churches. This year, churches, groups, and individuals are asked to give $111 each for 111 years of ministry. Offerings may be
mailed to: Baptist Progress, P.O. Box 2085, Waxahachie, TX 75168. Help us reach our goal of $10,000!

MINISTRY *¢$* CONNECTION

W O R K S H O P S
The Preaching Lab

Led by Dr. Clif Johnson, pastor of Garrett Memorial Baptist Church in Hope, Arkansas

The Preaching Lab workshop will cover tips on how to uncover the structure, context and theme of a
scripture passage, along with necessary ingredients for building a sermon. This workshop will help you
become a better expository preacher of God’s Word.

DATE & TIME: August 10, 2023, 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. with lunch included
PLACE: BMA of Texas Building, 632 Farley Street, Waxahachie
REGISTRATION FEE: Free

Clif Johnson

Register at baptistprogress.org>Resource>Ministry Connection Workshops

EVery sunaay Bullefin Service

To order bulletins from Baptist Progress, contact us at

972-923-0756 or visit www.baptistprogress.org.

You may also email editor@baptistprogress.org
for more information.
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Opportunity for pastors
to part of a Barnabas
Touch Team

By MICHAEL GOODWIN
Evangelistic International Ministries President

What is Barnabas Touch? Barnabas Touch is the teaching and
training ministry of Evangelistic International Ministries. It began
over 20 years ago and was led by the late Larry Markum. Brother
Larry, who had served as a BMAA interstate missionary, had a
heart to help international church planters and pastors have a better
understanding of Baptist doctrine, sermon preparation and study,
and church policy, as well. After Bro. Larry’s passing, Barnabas
Touch was then led by Danny Bullock.

Beginning in 2014, and under the leadership of Bullock, EIM
focused on the country of Tanzania. EIM began leading three teams
a year to Tabora, Tanzania and partnered with the BMA Seminary to
train and teach 22 Tanzanian pastors. As president of the seminary,
Dr. Charley Holmes traveled several times to help in teaching
Baptist doctrine, evangelism and what it means to be associational
in practice.

Phil Knott, who was serving at the time as the Aftica coordinator
for BMA Global Missions, as well as 17 other BMA pastors, taught
classes such as church planting, Old and New Testament survey,
a study of the Pauline Epistles, the BMA of America Doctrinal
Statement, sermon preparation and how to study the Bible.

In the Spring of 2018, we completed our training with each
student having received 150 hours of biblical study. At the end of
our 3 year and six-months teaching and training, the BMA Seminary
gave each pastor a certificate of completion. The certificate has been
recognized by the Tanzanian government as a certification of a
higher education.

EIM has been asked by BMA Global Missions to replicate in
Ghana, Africa what we had done in Tanzania. Our Barnabas Touch
team to Ghana will be led by Jason Goodwin. We want to begin
in September of 2023. Pastors, we need you to join us and help in
teaching other men.

The cost of each trip will range from $2,750 to $3,000 based
on airfare at the time. The cost will cover airfare, lodging, food
and transportation. If you are unable to travel, would you consider
giving $50 monthly to help with the cost of feeding and travel for
the international pastors and church planters attending the Barnabas
Touch training and teaching?

If you would like additional information, you may contact us at
Mike Goodwin - 870-904-2091 or Jason Goodwin - 601-323-6185.
Email us at: mgoodwin@eimworldwide.org or goodhousel9@)
gmail.com.

Visit our website at www.eimworldwide.org for more details
concerning our Barnabas Touch ministry, as well as other ministries
that EIM is currently doing.

EIM’s Shepherd’s Bag Ministry™
Current Update for 2023 and a Little History

By FONDA NORRIS
EIM’s Shepherd’s Bag Ministry Coordinator

Evangelistic International Ministries (EIM) is
celebrating our 25th Anniversary this year. What started
out as a full-time calling to go to the unharvested fields
of the world to preach the Gospel in 1998 grew in more
ways than EIM Founder and Director Rocky Goodwin
could have imagined. Never did he dream God had a
tool just already planned to bring glory to Himself and
to touch children. As Brother Rocky began to go to some
of the poorest regions of the world to preach Jesus, he
became burdened by all the children he saw that were
malnourished and lacking life’s necessities. His heart
longed to minister to these precious children in a special
way. It was through the Holy Spirit leading that our
Shepherd’s Bag Ministry™ was born.

After praying for direction God brought to his mind
the story of David and Goliath. As a shepherd boy,
David relied on the contents of his “shepherd’s bag.”
This became the concept behind the Shepherd’s Bags.
Using a one-gallon zip bag, we can bless precious
children around the world. This simple gift has opened
more doors to the Gospel than we ever dreamed as a
ministry.

As EIM began to grow larger and God was blessing
the Shepherd’s Bag Ministry™ we slowly changed how
the bags were assembled and adopted a generic bag
with the same items in each bag that could be given
to any child regardless of age or gender. Many times,
needed change comes due to trying to simplify a process,
organize better, eliminate recurring problems and
become better stewards of the limited funds you have on
hand. Such was the case with this ministry.

By adopting the generic bags, it allowed EIM to put
appropriate and safe toys in the bags, assures all children
receives the exact same quality of bags helping them
not desire someone else’s much nicer bag, organization
both here and overseas was greatly improved and most
importantly the Gospel is placed in each bag. Each
Shepherd’s Bag contains a high-quality 7-inch Frisbee
with John 3:16 printed on the front along with a Gospel
storybook that children can color as well as read the
story of creation through the resurrection of Christ. The
front and back cover of the Gospel storybook contains
the plan of salvation.

To date both the book and the Frisbee have been
translated into seven different languages to insure
children can read the Gospel in their own tongue.
Before each bag is placed in the hands of children the
Gospel is always preached. Over the years the Lord has
shown Himself mighty in opening the eyes of children
and adults to their need of a Savior through receiving a
simple, small bag.

We give God all the glory for using a tool such as the
Shepherd’s Bag to open hearts to the Savior. A gift of
any kind will never save anyone, but the Holy Spirit can
use that gift as a tool to reach them with The Eternal Gift
of salvation that will never wear out or be used up.

As funding becomes available EIM’s Shepherd’s

Bag Ministry™ goal each year is to work to fill 20 ft.
shipping containers. Since our bags are uniform in size,
we can fit 16,000 Shepherd’s Bag on each container. EIM
does not do a yearly campaign but instead we operate all
year long as funding permits to assemble bags and ship
them. The most effective stewardship method to date has
been to use Shepherd’s Bags offerings to buy supplies in
large bulk quantities and allowing work groups to come
to the Warren office to assemble bags.

In the past approximately $7 per bag would cover the
cost of one bag from purchase of supplies to placing it in
the hands of a child overseas but in the past year alone
shipment and supply costs have risen 20-40 percent. I
know every person and ministry understands the pain
of inflation these days. So, if you think of us, please
whisper a prayer for us that we will remain faithful
to the call to keep ministering and just keep working
trusting God to open the doors that He wants EIM to
walk through.

GOALS AND PLANS FOR 2023

EIM has been given an invitation to come to Nicaragua
and bring 16,000 Spanish Shepherd’s Bags. We are
excited as this is our first year to be able to ship to
Nicaragua. We hope to be able to bring EIM Shepherd’s
Bags Ministry™ mission teams and work with our BMA
of Nicaragua pastors and church planters to take the
Shepherd’s Bags into unreached places and open the
door for God to work in the hearts of people. Please pray
with us for this new field of ministry.

If you ever have questions regarding EIM’s Shepherd’s
Bag Ministry™ we would love to talk to you. Stop by
and see us in Warren or contact us at 870-226-3626 or
email me at fnorris@eimworldwide.org and do not forget
to check out our webpage at www.eimworldwide.org

A Rocky Goodwin with a Shepherd Bags Mission Team -
Honduras

June 202313



A word from your Missions Office

By HEITH MITCHELL

On May 12 and 13, your BMA of Texas Missions had
the pleasure of sponsoring the Hispanic Men’s Conference
at Daniel Springs. This year’s conference was called
Desarrollando una nueva Generacion de Lideres - Hombre
a Hombre 2023. This conference has been held many years
at Daniel Springs. I think it was first coordinated by Buddy
Johnson. This year, Elvis Garcia did a great job bringing the
conference together.

Around 90 men attended the conference. It began with a lot
of soccer and fellowship. The worship team from Caminando
con Jesus in Humble did an amazing job of leading worship.

Speakers this year were Jaime Lengua, Luis Ortega, David
Dickson and me. The Lord blessed with a salvation, a baptism
in the Daniel Springs pond, and nine who surrendered to the
Gospel Ministry! Daniel Springs were wonderful hosts as
always. Here are some pictures from the conference.

Your Church’s Mission Movement in Texos

A word from your missionaries

KYLE CHEATHAM—PLANTING IN JARRELL
KYLE@GRACEJARRELL.COM

We celebrated our first
baptism this month! Around
40 of our people came
back together on a Sunday
evening at the home and
pool of a church member to
celebrate the baptism of one
of our young adults and the
graduation of one of our high A Kyle Cheatham
schoolers. It was a great time for each of them to share with
our church and our people praying over them.

We continue to love being in the BMA family, from the
essential coaching and the cohort to the upcoming Galveston
gathering for planters.

Prayer Needs: Please pray for our people to continue to
proactively engage others during the week with what we call
S.U.N.L.I.G.H.T. interactions.

|

FIDEL TORRES-
PLANTING IN DENTON
FIDTOL@MSN.COM

In the book of Jeremiah,
God tells us about the
consequences of not aligning
our lives with the will of God.
The people of Israel suffered
the consequences of their bad
decisions. Jeremiah's message
was to return to God and
allow Him to discipline them. A FidelTorres
But they instead sought shelter in other nations and with other
gods. No belief, god, or religion deserves that we put our trust
in them. Only the True God, Jesus Christ, deserves it. If we
do not manage to see this truth, we will pay the consequences
like the entire nation of Israel.

Prayer Needs: May God protect us as we change houses
this month. May God give us grace with our new neighbors
that we may be able to contact many Hispanic neighbors who
live in the area.

JAIME HENRIQUEZ—
FUENTE DE VIDA ETERNA
MISSION, HOUSTON
DAIRYJENY@YAHOO.COM
First, I want to thank the
entire BMA of Texas family
of churches for their prayers
and financial support. Here at

BMA TX MISSIONS continued on p. 12

A Jamie Henriquez

June 2023 1 4



An expression of everlasting love

Many of our friends choose to honor or remember a
family member, a friend, or an associate with a gift for
the children of the Baptist Home. Texas Baptist Home for
Children, in turn, notifies the appropriate person. Listed
in capital letters are those honored or remembered from
May 1-31, 2023.

ENDOWMENTS

E. ANN PACE: Martha & Karl Pace

MYRA STOKES: Bill Stokes

HONORARIUMS

BROTHER DUANE TURNER: Kip & Kaye Derrick

CARL KRUGER: Twin City Dental, Port Arthur

MEMORIALS
BETTY HOLMES: Joseph "Joey" Holmes
BUDDY & LULU HAZELL: Cheryl Briscoe

CHARLOTTE TURNER: Michael & Kirby Pool; Kip & Kaye
Derrick

DICK & BIRTIE NULL: Jerry Null

DOROTHY SEXTON: Thomas Jeter

EDDIE BYRD: Darinda Medcalf

EDDIE JOE DUGGER: Charles & Charlotte Johnson

FERRIEL GREGSTON: Westside Baptist Church,
Nacogdoches

JANIE DUNAVANT: Margaret Wolf

LINDA MARSHA WATTS: Tony & Kelly Laminack; Leon &
Priscilla McCauley

LOVITA OUIMET: James Ouimet

MELVIN FULLER: Charles & Charlotte Johnson

MOODY POOL: Jimmy & Carla Shipp

MRS. MAX (JEAN) WOOD: Joanna Noggle

MYRTLE JANE LANGFORD: Charles & Charlotte Johnson

NINA WILSON: Larry & Donna Epps; Rodney Fox;
Rosemarie ( Rose) Stroud

PATSY BULLARD GEIER: Charles & Charlotte Johnson
THELMA WOLF: Margaret Wolf

THOMAS JAY: Deborah Jay

TITO REYES: Emma & Kirk Burleson

VIRGINIA DEAN: Charles & Charlotte Johnson

YEVON PILCHER: Leon & Priscilla McCauley

TBHC

FOSTER CARE & ADOPTION

History Month at TBHC

By JASON CURRY

June is TBHC’s
History Month! We are
celebrating the legacy
of those who have
gone before us. I was
reading a few reports
of TBHC’s former
president Ted Johnson
recently and was struck
by how similar his call
on God’s people then
rings true today. In fack ik
1994, in Lufkin, Brother Ted said, “T feel the more I read his
work the more we may have expressed things similar.” He and I
both cared for kids in our home!

“Changes are rapidly occurring in our society, and these
changes put tremendous stress on children and families. We
cannot ignore these changes. For the sake of children, we must
make our services and care relevant in these changing times.
More than ever before, our staff must make a diligent effort to
integrate our faith and Christian values into all our childcare
practices. Christ is the only stabilizing force in turbulent times.”
(Lufkin, 1994)

How much this truth speaks to me! The times are different,

PO OO0 Pt Tt bt

Region 4 Counties | »

but the needs of a new generation remain. The burden of one B

generation to the next is remarkable in contrast. The stresses on « Lamar ) 8 Tua g |
children and families was no less great then as they are today. « Delta RS
Clothing has changed and technology is different, but the risk to +« Hopkins Finrs oy iarcn |
children and the heartbreak in their lives remains. = Rains g P vamsen |
We would love for you to check out our website (www. « Van Zandt r a U l
tbhc.org) and learn more. TBHC’s legacy is that we care for * Hendersen Pusi | Parcia
kids, teach them about Jesus, and help them experience the = Anderson -
redemption that only God provides in this life and life eternal. —
I hope you enjoy our history month! See our Facebook page
and our storytelling! Thanks for giving kids a chance for hope! % E;J"""i_"-'
= MOrris
+ Red River ' GQSTS
) . Ff:nkli: R
Jason Curty Is the president of the Texas Baptist | 48 “‘ m « Titus : ;‘:;;;U"
Home for Children. Contact him at 629 Farley St, -~ : iﬂo:‘f « Rusk
Waxahachie, Texas 75165, 972-937-1321 or jcurry@ e B
+ Smith

tbhc.org. For more information, visit www.tbhc.org. Er
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The Master’s Builders back at camp

By NELDA MALONE
The Master’s Builders Reporter

With 2023 well on its way, it was time for The Master's Builders
to get back to work. The Builders began two weeks of work at
Daniel Springs Encampment on March 6. As per our usual, our first
job of the year is at the camp in Gary. This was job number 180 for
our group and our thirteenth time to have the privilege of helping
at the camp since The Master's Builders ministry began in 1991.
Our first visit to the camp was in 1995 with James Speer as camp
director. As always, our plan was to complete whatever tasks that
Jason Prewitt, camp director, had planned for us to do.

His list included the following:

* Build a 100 ft retaining wall.

* Build a storage building for the camp store.

» Remove the old canteen serving counter while preserving all

the camp staff names inscribed over the years.

* Install a door in the camp store and office.

* Build three carpet ball tables and one new GaGa pit.

* Repair 50 chairs.

* Install side rail boards on the new camp dump trailer.

 Replace metal posts with wood posts on the dining hall.

* Remove the cinderblock room from the canteen area.

* Prepare the kitchen and canteen for spray foam insulation.

* Remove and replace windows in the canteen for the new

serving bar.

All the projects listed were completed.

We had eight recreational vehicles parked at the Daniel Dorm
and we were excited to be able to hook directly to the electricity and
water outlets that were installed by our men last year. They are so
nice! These are available to anyone with a recreational vehicle when
they use the event facilities at the Daniel Dorm. We also had two
couples and two men who stayed in the camp worker's dorms near
the cafeteria. We welcomed two new members, Billy and Dawanna
Keys, from De Valls Bluff, Arkansas. What a blessing they are to
our Master's Builders family already!

Each moming, at 7 am., our men begin their workday with a
devotion, prayer requests and "circle up" prayer. This year, they
have started a new tradition of singing "The Family of God" before
they break up to begin their workday. The Spirit was truly moving
in this time together each morning. What a way to start your day!

We want to thank Jason and Jessica Prewitt, and Morgan
Sandifer, who work tirelessly at Daniel Springs. They are the best
and took great care of us while we were there. Jason can even cook!
Who knew a smoker could be so valuable? We were able to enjoy
several group meals of smoked meats and even had a wiener roast
one evening on the camp fire pit. Such wonderful fellowship was
enjoyed!

Thank you to our dear friend, and Jacksonville College alumni,
Randy Decker. He came and worked with our men several days and
brought the devotional on the first Wednesday night. Randy also led
group singing two evenings in a row! On the second Wednesday
night, Leo Sketo, from Midway Baptist Church in Mississippi,
brought the devotional and Wayne Wimberly, from Old Center
Baptist Church in Texas, led us in group singing once again. We
certainly made a "joyful noise"! Those old Heavenly Highway
hymnals that were donated to us were sure put to good use this trip!

Our ladies enjoyed our Bible study time each day. We had daily
devotions and continued our study from the book and video series,
"More Women of the Bible." On Tuesdays, we enjoyed "Game
Day" with our sisters from Bethel, Clayton.

There is no way we can report all that is done on our jobs, but our
Facebook page is a great resource. Rose Bittner does not miss much
in updating the work done each day on our page. Like and follow us
on Facebook as we try to continue serving the Lord. Please pray for
our men and pray for more workers to be brought to us.

If you have questions about The Master's Builders Ministry,
contact Mike Green at 972-935-3877 or David Axe at 903-918-
0720 or Eddie Sikes at 479-462-1675.

he Master’s Builders

Raising Roots for Christ
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Fair Park, Tyler transitions from English-speaking to Spanish-speaking church

By KEITH BROWN

Former Pastor of Fair Park, Tyler

The last English-speaking service at Fair Park, Tyler
was May 5, 2023. However, Fair Park will continue as a
church.

The neighborhood in which the church campus is
located is predominately Hispanic. Over the years, the
congregation sought to reach the community with the
gospel. However, as the membership decreased, the
church asked that the Lord would bring a pastor that
spoke Spanish. A little over a year ago He brought Jose
Ramirez.

Brother Jose agrees with the doctrine and structure
of the Baptist Missionary Association of America. More
importantly, he has a heart for God and is a faithful
servant in the Gospel Ministry. He has a congregation of
around 30-40 people.

God brought the two groups together in His goodness
and timing. Brother Jose’s was a flock without a home,
and Fair Park was nearing having to disband. On May 5,
2023, a motion was made and passed that Brother Jose
Ramirez be elected as the new pastor of Fair Park Baptist
Church and that this congregation (those saved and
baptized) be accepted as members of Fair Park Baptist
Church. The motion passed unanimously.

So, while May 5, 2023 was the last English-speaking
service, it was not the last service. Fair Park will continue
on a strong footing to reach the community in which the
Lord placed it. Praise be to God!

A Fair Park, Tyler

Chaplain Guthrie retires from U.S. Army

By SCOTT CARSON
BMA Chaplaincy Director

After serving 37 years in uniform, Chaplain (Colonel)
Kevin Guthrie has retired from the U.S. Army. A ceremony
was held at Redstone Arsenal, Alabama celebrating this
milestone in Kevin and Karol’s lives May 5 2023. Guthrie
served 16 years as a commissioned officer in the Arkansas and
Louisiana Army National Guards, and while in the Guard, he
earned his Master of Divinity degree at the Baptist Missionary
Association Theological Seminary. He then entered the active
Army as a chaplain endorsed by the BMA of America.

Kevin wrote about his military experience, “I've witnessed
amazing things in my journey. I traipsed in the tops of
mountains with heroes, tread where my guardians had wings
and weapons, ran with friends who are as close as family, and
prayed with warriors whose ferocity in battle is unmatched.
I've been immersed in a culture of loyalty and professionalism
with companions whose courage is legendary, and whose
commitment to freedom extends to all Americans. I've seen
great heroes fall in combat like giant redwoods because they
cared for a cause far greater than themselves, loving not for
their lives as they spat in the very face of danger.”

Kevin and Karol have served all over the world, and their
children, Kaylee and Kimberlee grew up knowing only the
Army family way of life. Kevin completed his ministry in the
military serving at the highest levels of the Army. He worked
for the Army’s Chief of Chaplains in the Pentagon for seven
years before finishing as the senior chaplain for the four-star
headquarters of the U.S. Army Materiel Command located on

Redstone Arsenal in Huntsville, Alabama.

During the ceremony, Chaplain Guthrie received the
Legion of Merit for his life long career and Karol receive the
Distinguished Spouse Award for her civilian service in support
of soldiers and their families throughout the years.

Kevin said, “I'm proud to serve with the best this nation has
to offer... amazing heroes, all of them. You're blessed beyond
measure to have them at the ready. God bless America. Thanks
be to Christ Jesus for the opportunity to serve.”

Kevin and Karol are retiring to Royal, Arkansas where they
will be close to family and friends.

Thank you, Kevin and Karol, for your “good and faithful”
service to God and country!

#w _ .

A Chaplain (Colonel) Kevin, Karol, Kaylee, and Kimberlee
Guthrie

Liberty Association hosts
Daniel Springs
Camp Rally

Est. 1965

DANIELSPRINGS

By CHARLES JOHNSON
Pastor of Rosewood, Gilmer

Liberty Baptist Missionary Association held a rally for
Daniel Springs Camp Ministry at Ebenezer Friendship,
Pittsburg May 18. After a welcome and scripture reading
by Pastor Keith Graham, association vice moderator John
Gradberg, pastor of Go Forth, Kilgore, presided over the
business meeting.

Jason Prewitt, director of Daniel Springs Camp,
reported on the various ministries involved with the camp.
In addition to the traditional summer camps for church
groups, the Daniel Center on the campus hosts various
family and other groups throughout the year. Prewitt also
shared Bible references related to the work of the camp
ministry.

The Liberty churches gave a generous offering for the
camp, which is located on a scenic 54-acre site in southern
Panola County near Gary. After the service, the host
church served the messengers and guests a delicious buffet
meal in the church fellowship hall.

The next meeting of Liberty Association will be at
Enon, Gilmer Aug. 17. This will be a rally for Lifeword
Media Ministries, the radio/television/Internet department
of the BMA of America.
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New Option for Master of
Divinity Degree

By PHILIP ATTEBERY, Ph.D, D.Min.
BMA Seminary Dean

The Baptist Missionary Association Theological Seminary
is pleased to announce the opportunity for prospective
students to enroll in a Master of Divinity degree program that
does not require biblical languages.

The seminary’s traditional MDIV requires students to
complete hours in both biblical Greek and Hebrew. The
traditional option remains available for MDIV students. The
new option, that becomes available during the Fall 2023
semester, allows students to take either Greek or Hebrew. The
new option also allows students to take neither language but
to replace them with robust courses in biblical hermeneutics,
use of digital language tools, and exposition of books from
the Old and New Testaments.

The new degree option may be ideal for those interested
in beginning an MDIV, transferring from another seminary,
or returning even after a substantial absence from seminary
studies. BMA Seminary is willing to consider requests for
extensions to the time limit that could allow former students
to complete a degree even after a significant delay in their
studies. Contact us and let us consider what we might do for
you.

Input and suggestions
requested concerning
BMA of America Meeting

@ BAPTIST MISSIONARY ASSOCIATION ANBRICA.

The conference director of the BMA of America, Donny
Parrish, would like to have the input and suggestions of those
who attended the 2023 National Meeting held in Conway,
Arkansas. Planning for the 2024 National Meeting in
Branson, Missouri, scheduled for April 16-18, 2024, is now
underway. Please direct your thoughts by email to donny@
lifeword.org.

BMA Seminary’s

=9

Sixty-Sixth Commencement

By PHILIP ATTEBERY, Ph.D, D.Min.
BMA Seminary Dean

Nineteen received a degree from the Baptist Missionary
Association Theological Seminary of Jacksonville, Texas
during commencement exercises conducted Saturday, May
13, 2023. The event occurred in the seminary’s Dorman
Memorial Chapel.

Blake Moore of Marietta, Oklahoma; Eudo Rodrigues of
Mindelo, Cape Verde; and Billy Jack Smith of Lufkin, Texas
received the Bachelor of Arts in Religion degree.

Ricardo Gicana, Jr. of Bago City, Philippines; Jason
Goodwin of Laurel, Mississippi; Monico Gomez of San
Joaguin, Philippines; Joemel Samson of Talisay, Philippines;
and Michael Strong of Little Rock, Arkansas received the
Master of Arts (Religion).

Steve Abalos of Bacolod, Philippines; John Aderogba of
Houston, Texas; Randal Beals of Milan, Tennessee; Jarrod
Hill of Springfield, Illinois; Hei ill Kim of Seoul, South
Korea; Ollie Fay Oliver of Tyler, Texas; and Matthew Taylor

S

A BMA Seminary Class of 2023

of Fulton, Mississippi received the Master of Arts (Pastoral
Theology) degree.

Wesley Burke of Lufkin, Texas received the Master of
Arts in Church Ministries.

Jonathan Attebery of Tyler, Texas; Brian Castle of White
Hall, Arkansas; and Kun Chen of Guang Zhou, China
received the Master of Divinity degree.

Dr. Josh Buice, founder and president of G3 Ministries
and pastor of the Pray’s Mill Baptist Church near Atlanta,
Georgia presented the commencement address.

BMA Seminary provides accredited theological education
to qualified individuals by seeking to equip them for
Christian service and leadership roles. The seminary supports
the educational needs of the Baptist Missionary Association
of America and other groups who share a like commitment to
the authority of Scripture by offering certificates, associate,
bachelor and masters’ degrees.

BMA Si-‘.au.\’AR;xj

Christ-centered since 195:
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Serving the Servants: 2023 Global Care Conference

By MARGARET ANDERSON
BMA Global Missions

At the end of April, a decades-old dream came to fruition—
our BMA missionaries and church planters came together in the
same location at the same time for the same purpose. The 2023
Global Care Conference in Hot Springs, Arkansas, was a time
of spiritual renewal and fellowship for all who attended.

Stan Scroggins, who retired from missionary status in
April but still serves as regional coordinator for Asia Pacific,
described the conference as “masterful in every way! It
was obviously spirit-led by the entire missionary care team,
especially Jonathan Montgomery and Drew Cline.”

Jonathan Montgomery, director of missionary care, planned
and executed the event, and South City Church of Little Rock
provided the sessions and worship and kids’ ministry each day.

Jonathan says, “The focus of our Missionary Care ministry is
to come alongside our missionaries with the aid, encouragement,
and support they need to better allow them to carry out the
Great Commission. The Global Care Conference was a special
blessing for our care team to encourage our missionaries,
church planters, and their families while allowing them to meet
and encourage each other as well.”

Our overall goal for the conference was to encourage our
people who are so faithfully serving on the mission field, but
we also wanted to give our missionaries an opportunity for
mutual encouragement as they fellowshipped with one another.
Most of them had never met in person, so it was an excellent
opportunity for them to make connections that will continue to
grow as they return to the field.

Landon Risner is a high school senior, and he and his family
serve in Romania. He says, “In my opinion it was very uplifting
and a really good way to connect with other missionaries I have
never met.”

Creative Access Missionary A.J. describes the conference as
“such an encouraging and relaxing time.” She says, “It was so

special to spend time with and meet other missionaries across
the globe. It was special to spend time in prayer, worship, and
fellowship with them. One of my favorite parts was getting
to play mini golf with missionaries serving in four different
countries!”

The dream for a global conference is one that has long been
on the hearts Jerry and Sue Kidd. Brother Jerry says, “For many
years, God has placed a desire in my heart to set a time when
those called of God to minister globally could come together for
worship, prayer, and relaxation. I could envision missionaries
sitting around the table sharing their burdens and aspirations
for ministry while praying for one another. I could also see
the missionary wives in a similar setting sharing their burdens
and blessings. At the same time, the missionary children would
be loved on and well attended, learning both socially and
spiritually.

“This dream came true in Hot Springs, AR, when South City
Church of Little Rock led 100 missionaries and church planters
from 17 countries and 10 states on April 27-30 at our first
Global Care Conference. To God be the glory!”

Mrs. Kidd was equally gratified by the conference and said,
“The recent Global Care Conference was a tremendous blessing
to me and, according to their testimonies, to all who attended.
We are immensely grateful to the Lord and to Jonathan
Montgomery and his host of helpers for making it happen.

“What a joy it was to meet with missionaries from around the
world and to observe their interaction with fellow missionaries.
No one can understand a missionary’s struggles and triumphs
better than another missionary.

“I’m confident the missionaries would each join me
in voicing a most heartfelt thank you to all churches and
individuals who contributed to the success of the conference.
God bless you all!”

B
BMA
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Ministers Resource Services
name change

By STEVE CRAWLEY, Ph.D.
BMA Financial Executive Director

Minister's Resource Services’ (MRS) board of directors
is pleased to announce its official name change to BMA
Financial Services, which will do business as BMA
Financial. The new organization comprises the merging
of two national agencies—MRS and BMA Foundation—
and combines existing financial services provided to the
Association into one entity. While the Foundation will
remain a separate legal entity, it will now be under the
auspices and governance of BMA Financial.

This decision, recommended by both the MRS and
BMA Foundation boards, was endorsed by the BMA
Coordinating Council and approved by the churches
at the 2023 national meeting held in April. The new
agency, through its strategic partners, offers our churches
financial services encompassing retirement and benefit
programs for BMA ministers and employees, benevolent
services, risk management insurance, payroll services,
Foundation investment management, charitable gift
annuities, and financial and estate planning assistance.
The new name better reflects the array of services
offered.

This change also eliminates the need for two executive
directors and two separate boards, thus improving overall
efficiency and resulting in better stewardship of the
church’s resources. The measure should reduce costs
while providing economies of scale for the management
of the retirement and endowment funds.

“By incorporating these financial services under
the BMA Financial umbrella, the organization aims to
streamline operations, enhance efficiency, and reduce
overhead expenses,” said Dr. Steve Crawley, the newly
elected Executive Director of BMA Financial. "This
consolidation of resources will allow us to better serve
our constituents by doing more with less."

The branding process of BMA Financial will come
in stages. Plan participants will see gradual changes
starting with digital materials including a new website.
Until the revamping of the site is completed, www.
ministersresourceservices.com will serve as the online
access point for BMA Financial.

B
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Seeking excellence

By SARAH LOW

The WMA Motto is found in 2 Peter 1:5-7, which says,
“And beside this, giving all diligence, add to your faith virtue;
and to virtue knowledge; and to knowledge temperance; and to
temperance patience; and to patience godliness; and to godliness
brotherly kindness; and to brotherly kindness charity.”

The end of May marked the end of a study of 2 Peter in
the Baptist Expositor, and my pastor preached through 2 Peter
starting in January. In both studies, I gleaned information about
our WMA Motto that I thought I had share. The first three words
of our motto are, “and beside this” referring to the previous
Verses.

The Christian life begins with faith. But besides faith, God,
in His divine power has given us all things that pertain to life
and godliness; He has given us exceeding great and precious
promises so that we can assimilate His divine nature; and, we
have escaped the corruption of this world caused by lust. Our
faith in Jesus Christ has saved us completely, and God provides
everything we need to be like Him, and to live a life of godliness
for Him.

Faith should result in spiritual growth, but spiritual growth
is not automatic. It requires cooperation with God and the
application of spiritual diligence and discipline. This leads us
to the next four words of our motto, “giving all diligence, add.”
A believer cannot simply let go and let God, as though spiritual
growth was God’s work alone. Peter tells us that we are to make
every effort in our Christian life. He gives us the tools, but we
are to use them. Our part is to “add” the characteristics of a
godly life, the seven that are listed in 2 Peter 1:5-7 are virtue,
knowledge, temperance, patience, godliness, brotherly kindness
and charity.

Add virtue. Virtue means excellence, or fulfillment. When
something naturally fulfills its purpose, that is virtue, or moral
excellence. When a well-tended garden produces excellent
crops, that would be considered virtue. Therefore, when a
believer lives a life that glorifies God, she is exhibiting virtue,
because that is ultimately her purpose in life. True virtue in
our lives is not polishing human qualities, no matter how good
they may be, but producing divine qualities that show we are
becoming more like Christ.

Add knowledge. Knowledge refers to the ability to
handle life successfully, using both spiritual knowledge and
practical knowledge. This kind of knowledge does not happen
automatically. It develops as we discern what scripture says and
live obediently, actively experiencing our relationship with God.
We must never separate the heart and the mind, or character and
knowledge.

Add temperance. Temperance is one of the fruits of the spirit,
also called self-control. Paul often compared the believer to an
athlete who must exercise and discipline himself if he hopes to
achieve the prize. Excellence in any field requires self-discipline:
leaving what is not good for us behind, and choosing what is
good to help us achieve our goals — namely, glorifying God.

Add patience. Patience is the ability to endure when the

circumstances are difficult; it is often called perseverance. While
temperance has to do with handling the pleasures of life, patience
relates primarily to handling the pressures and problems of life.
God is long-suffering toward the unrepentant and expects us to
be long-suffering toward problem people. Our patience does not
develop automatically; we must work at it. We must learn from,
and through, our trials while asking God for the wisdom and
knowledge we need for decisions to ultimately glorify Him.

Add godliness. Literally, godliness means God-likeness, but
the Greeks of this time understood that it meant showing proper
caution, fear or reverence toward their gods. Godliness means
to worship well, because it describes one who is right in her
relationship with God and with her neighbors, living above the
petty things of life, seeking to do the will of God, and emptying
herself in her service to others. The godly person exhibits
knowledge because she makes the kinds of decisions that are
right and noble. Instead of looking around at others when
making decisions, this person looks into the Word of God. She
shows that she has developed temperance and patience because
she does not take an easy path simply to avoid pain or trials. She
does what is right because it is right and because it is the will of
God.

Add brotherly kindness. This concerns love for our brothers
and sisters in Christ. We have been commanded again and again
to love one another, to let brotherly love continue, and to be
kindly affectioned one to another. But there is more to Christian
growth than all the characteristics Peter listed so far. We must
also have the sacrificial love that Jesus displayed when he went
to the cross.

Add charity. This is agape love, the kind of love God show
toward lost sinners, the kind of love described in 1 Corinthians,
chapter 13. It is the love that the Holy Spirit produces in our
hearts as we walk in the Spirit. When we have brotherly love,
we love because of our likenesses to others. But, when we have
this kind of love, a godly love, we love despite the differences
we have.

Honestly, it is impossible for fallen human nature to
manufacture these seven qualities of Christian character. They
must be produced by the Spirit of God. Because we have
been given faith, and because, “His divine power hath given
unto us all things that pertain unto life and godliness, through
the knowledge of him that hath called us to glory and virtue:
Whereby are given unto us exceeding great and precious
promises: that by these ye might be partakers of the divine
nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the world
through lust," (2 Peter 1:3) we can, and must, give all diligence
to add these qualities of Christian character to our lives. We
seek excellence in glorifying God, our Father.

Sarah Low is the Texas Women’s Missionary
Auxiliary (WMA) editor. Contact her at

sarahbethlow@gmail.com. For more information

about the Texas WMA, visit www.texaswma.com.
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Want your Baptist Progress issues to arrive faster
and save money at the same time?

To receive each issue of Baptist Progress approximately one week
earlier, switch your mail subscription to an email subscription!

In addition to receiving each issue by email,
you will get our e-News Update between issues.
News alerts are also emailed periodically.
The cost of an email subscription is $21
(56 less per year than mail subscriptions).

So...faster delivery, more news, less cost. ..

WHAT ARE YOU WAITING FOR?

Make the switch, email us today at editor@baptistprogress.org!
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2023 SOAR
DATE: July 3-5, 2023
PLACE: Gaylord Texan, Grapevine, Texas

RE:CHARGE LEADERS' 0ASIS
DATE: Oct. 4-6, 2023
PLACE: Southgate Baptist Church, Moore, Oklahoma

2023 BMA OF TEXAS ANNUAL MEETING
DATE: Nov. 6-7, 2023
PLACE: Crossroads Church, Rowlett, Texas

CELEBRATION ADULT CONFERENCE
DATE: Nov. 28-30, 2023
PLACE: Chateau on the Lake, Branson, Missiouri

2024 BMA OF AMERICA ANNUAL MEETING
DATE: April 16-18, 2024
PLACE: The Chateau on the Lake, Branson, Missouri

Baptist Progress
has an app for your
smartphone or tablet.

Download our app in your
app store and keep up to
date on news and
ministry happenings.
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AVAILABLE MINISTRY POSITIONS

PASTOR—Forest Hill, Quitman is seeking a full-time pastor. If

interested please send your resume to fhbc@peoplescom.net. 723

YOUTH/MUSIC—Heritage, Waxahachie is seeking an associate
pastor of youth and music ministries. This is a full-time position.
Send resume to sam@pursuingchrist.org or the church at 1000
Butcher Road, Waxahachie, TX 75165. Call the church at 972-

938-1463 for more information. 723

PASTOR-Calvary, Arlington is seeking a bivocational pastor.
Send resume to Calvary Baptist Church, c¢/o Julian Juarez, 2101 S.
Davis, Arlington, Texas 76013 or resumes@calvarybaptistarlington.

org. For more information, call or text 214-762-9807. 623

YOUTH PASTOR/MINISTER—New Harmony, Tyler is seeking
a fulltime youth director/minister. Send resume to the church
at 10251 FM 724, Tyler, Texas 75704 or to Russ Jackson at

rgjackson63@yahoo.com. e

YOUTH/STUDENT MINISTRY—Afton Grove, Jacksonville is
seeking a biblically qualified candidate. This is a bivocational
position. We are looking for a minister with a heart for God, a
heart for students and who is ready to plunge into the work. The
candidate will love the Lord and love and lead our students in
a growing relationship with Jesus. Please send your resume to

Eddie Richardson at fasteddie999elr@gmail.com. 1

AVAILABLE MINISTER
JUSTIN OWENS is available for pulpit supply. He has served as

a pastor and a BMA of America missionary and is a member of

Pathway, Waxahachie. Contact him at 469-494-3670.

For such a time as this

By RANDY DECKER

Jacksonville College Alumni Association President

My friends, there is a spirit of awakening in the
Alumni Association of Jacksonville College: Your Alumni
Association of Jacksonville College. The challenges to
those who claim the name of Christ are undeniable and
unending, and yet they do not call for a spirit of desperation
among believers. The response of alumni at this past
homecoming was one of generosity without a hint of
desperation.

At the annual alumni business meetings Feb. 10-11,
alumni responded to two funding requests: a request by
the college to provide a much-needed security fence and a
challenge from the executive council to provide building
materials for The Master’s Builders summer campus
upgrade projects. While a positive response was expected,
the speed with which funds came was surprising. After
voting on the requests, during the chapter luncheons the
$3,500 request for a fence was met with a $6,000 response
for a longer more secure fence. In addition, $10,000 was
raised from collections and chapter contributions. Friends,
with another alumni donation to the golf team for a practice
facility, $21,000 was raised and committed over that two-
day period. Glory!!!

We are not done yet. As a result of further planning
meetings, we are adjusting our goals to increase funding
another $5,000. This increased plea is so that we may fully
cover materials, needed lighting upgrades and paint to
finish this year’s Meadows project. Our goal is to fund the
temporary repurposing of the Meadows Building in such a
way that it is “put together” not just thrown together due
to lack of funding. The student’s home away from home
needs to have some warmth. That is our goal.

Many who are reading this article were unable to attend
and be a part of that glorious event in February. We are
asking that you join us in giving The Master’s Builders
and the college the materials they need to do the best
job possible in providing much needed housing for our
students. All funds given will be used directly in campus
upgrades.

When we exceed the needs of the Meadows upgrade,
we will roll over extra funds to other needed projects and
report the results to you through alumni communications
and Baptist Progress. Time is short, my friends. The
building portion of the project will be concluded by June
16, painting will take place as funds arrive.

We are asking God to direct us to the right thing in
the right way. Praying you are led to join us. Please
make checks payable to Jacksonville College Alumni
Association, 105 B.J. Albritton Drive, Jacksonville, Texas
75766.

There is a 3.5 percent surcharge for credit card donations.
Should you choose that method, you may text me, Randy
Decker, at 903-790-1700 to receive the link.
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BMA TX Missions cont.

Fuente de Vida Eterna Baptist Church, we are doing the
work of the Lord and witnessing how God is touching and
transforming lives. This month, we had the joy of seeing
the salvation of a man from Colombia named Johneiry. He
and his family arrived from Colombia and he gave his life
to Jesus and is starting the discipleship process. Our little
sister, Alison Henriquez, decided to follow Jesus in baptism,
and a new family that has been visiting the church for over
a year applied for membership this month and have begun
membership classes. God is working in this work that is His.
The last Sunday of this month, we had an attendance of 65
people and we give glory to God for it.

Prayer Needs: Pray that God will continue to open doors
and touch hearts and transform lives through this ministry.

ISAIAS MARTINEZ—
CONROE MISSION
ISAIASMJ1966@GMAIL.COM

It was a wonderful
opportunity to participate in
the Man to Man event for
the first time with four of
our leading men. One of our
men surrendered to the call of
ministry upon his life. Please
pray for Brother Urleidy
Centeno.

Prayer Needs: Pray for our next mission trip to Cuba in
the first half of July.

A Isaias Martinez

TIMALBA—
THE BRIDGE IN SEAGOVILLE
TIMALBA1986@GMAIL.COM
This month has been an
eye opener for me. I realize
that many times our churches
can get inwardly focused.
We forget that our mission is
greater than what we find in

A Timothy Alba

the four walls of our church. Our services and home groups
are training grounds to go and participate in God's mission
and that is something we sometimes forget. I pray that God
would continue to grow us all and that the Holy Spirit of God
would bring conviction to His church.

Prayer Needs: Please pray for Frank Martinez. He is in
need of a bone marrow transplant.

CESAR LEAL—
NEW MISSION IN SAN ANTONIO
CESARLEAL2002@YAHOO.COM

I praise God for the changing
of the seasons. The time of spring
and the beginning of summer has
been a wonderful opportunity to
connect with new people. These are
wonderful times that we must take
advantage of to extend the Kingdom
of God by preaching the Word of
God! A Cesar Leal

Prayer Needs: Pray for my children and grandchildren
who have requested immigration to this country.

RONNIE MILLS—
KINGDOM CHAPEL IN FT. WORTH
RONNIE84@GMAIL.COM

BMA Family, thank you
for your love and support
over these years. We are so
grateful for your prayers
for us and your love for our
mission in Saginaw. The Lord
calls each of us to continue
faithfully to the work He has
called each of us to do. I want
to encourage you in that, as you also encourage me. He is
faithful. He will finish what He has begun. Amen.

Prayer Needs: We ask that you would intercede on our
behalf over our students going to camp this summer, along
with our children. For the first time, we are offering a VBS
here at Kingdom Chapel, and we ask that you would seek the
Lord in prayer over us. Ask Him to save, grow and fill these
little ones here with His Spirit and purpose through His Son
Jesus Christ. We love you all. Blessings.

A Ronnie Mills

JOSE TORRES—TYLER HISPANIC MISSION

We are blessed to serve
alongside such a faithful group
of churches such as those of
the BMA of Texas. May God
continue to bless your ministries
as well.

Prayer Needs: Pray for
baptisms in our groups. We
would love to see lots more!

A Jose Torres

CHRIS DRIVER—

WEST TEXAS MULTIPLICATION NETWORK/
TEXAS MISSIONARY CARE
CJDRIVER316@GMAIL.COM

Howdy from west Texas! Summer P,
is in full swing out here but it has felt [&%
like fall. We have had a lot of rain
and storms, so now we are battling
weeds and mosquitos. However, Oasis
continues to grow and we are really
finding our sweet spot as far as how we
do life and ministry together. This may
be the most exciting and fun time I have
ever had in ministry! To see our people learning, growing, serving
and hungry for God and His word is so awesome! We have big
plans for the summer and for the start of college this fall. In
looking forward to the college ministry particularly, if you would
like to sponsor some K-cups for our weekly Free Wi-Fi and coffee
days, please let me know. I cannot wait to see our building full of
students this fall! Thanks again for all you do for us as BMA of
Texas Missionaries and for all your love and prayers.

Prayer Needs: Summer events; Fall college ministry start up;
New relationships/connections in community and college; Open
doors for the gospel; New relationships within the community and
the college

A Chris Driver

RUDY VILLAREAL—
HOMETOWN CHURCH MISSION IN SAN ANTONIO
RVILLARREAL1@GMAIL.COM

We have seen some growth
as we are continuing to reach
our community, and believe
we have found a building for
Sunday mornings. We have
been growing together and
sharing as a growing church ; \
plant. Many are eager to share i M
the Gospel. Please pray that A RudyVillareal
God, continues to open doors for the Word to be shared.

Prayer Needs: We need prayer for our families that are
connected with us, that the Holy Spirit works in their hearts
and they submit themselves to the Word of God. We have an
overwhelming majority of people who are unchurched folks
or never have been a member of a Church and they are being
challenged in discipleship.

Heith Mitchell is the director of BMA of Texas Missions.
Contact him at PO. Box 73, Waxahachie, Texas 75168,
972-923-0757 or hmitchell@bmatexas.org. For more

information, Visit www.bmatexasmissions.org.
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