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By CHRIS DRIVER
Baptist Progress Editor

Baptist Progress has a new home

The executive committee meeting, which 
had been publicized for the last two months, 
met at Pathway, Waxahachie, on April 20. 
During the meeting, representatives from BMA 
of Texas churches unanimously approved 
making the Baptist Progress an agency of 
the BMA of Texas Missions Department. The 
representatives also approved changes to the 
Baptist Progress and Missions Department 
constitutions necessary to ensure the long-
term viability and future health of the beloved 
informing and equipping ministry of the BMA 
of Texas.

The meeting was moderated by BMAT 
president, Michael Poole, who opened in 
prayer and reintroduced the purpose of the 
meeting to those in attendance. Jerry Fulton 
took the podium to summarize the process 
by which he and the Baptist Progress board 
of trustees came to their recommendation 
that the Department of the Baptist Progress 
be dissolved and placed under the care and 
support of the missions department of the 
BMA of Texas. Fulton emphasized that his 
departure is not a “retirement”. He shared a 
passionate explanation of his desire to dedicate 
more time and attention to his role as director 
of the Baptist Missionary Loan Association 
as well as his role as pastor of a vibrant and 
growing congregation at First Baptist Church 
in Rice. Fulton outlined the struggling financial 
status of the department and its need for a 
fresh vision to carry it forward into the future 
as primary reasons he and the board felt it was 
necessary to take action to secure the future of 
the Baptist Progress and the mission critical 
ministry it provides to the churches of the 
BMA of Texas. 

He said, “This decision will almost certainly 
ensure, enhance, and expand the ministry of 
the Baptist Progress for years to come…I 
believe the ministry of the Baptist Progress 
is important; perhaps, even vital to the BMA 
of Texas, but I believe it is time for someone 
with a fresh vision for the ministry to take the 
reigns.”  Fulton went on to say “The overall 
goal of the Baptist Progress Board of Trustees 

▲ Director Heith Mitchell introduces Chris Driver as new editor/team leader 

▲ Jerry Fulton and Chris Driver
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By CHRIS DRIVER
Baptist Progress Editor

Informing.  Equipping.  Connecting.

Over the last few years, the mission of the Baptist Progress 
has been summed up in two words: informing and equipping. 
We believe we have been commissioned to be the informing and 
equipping arm of the BMA of Texas. Our job is to ensure that the 
churches of the BMAT are kept informed of what is happening in 
BMA life across the state, nation, and globe. We have also taken 
on the responsibility of helping to equip the pastors, leaders, 
and people of the BMAT through relevant and timely trainings 
and workshops centered on critical aspects of church life and 
leadership.

As I sit here and dream about what’s next, I am convinced 
that I can help continue the progress made by the men who have 
gone before me by helping the Baptist Progress also become the 
connecting arm for the BMA of Texas. My giftedness lies in a 
passion for telling stories. I’m a gifted storyteller. Which makes 
me a very good fit for the call to connect the BMAT because I 
believe that the best way to connect us will be to tell our stories.  
I love the BMA!  I mean it.  I’m so proud and so thankful to be 
part of the BMA of Texas. I love the BMA because it has given me 
a chance to be a part of the mission of God in ways I could never 
have imagined. And I believe that’s true of many of the people 
across the BMA of Texas. But I’m not just talking about pastors or 
missionaries.  I’m talking about the people in the pews. I believe 
there are amazing stories of God’s faithfulness and goodness to 
God’s people that need to be told. And I want to tell them!

So, moving forward I want to tell your God stories. I want to 
tell the stories of how God is using your life and your testimony 
and your talents. I want to tell the stories of your special ministries 
and your special talents. I want to tell your stories so that the rest 
of us can be encouraged and challenged and connected.

But to do that, I’m going to need 
your help. We’ll be rolling out several 
new sections to the Progress that will 
include special interest stories about 
the people of the BMAT and a picture 
page featuring YOUR pictures from 
special events and special challenges 
we’ll give you. If we’re going to get 
connected, we need to see one another 
and we need to hear from one another.  
And that’s what we’re going to try to 
do.   

My friend, Jerry Fulton, recently 
gave me a framed quote by former 
Baptist Progress editor Lynn Stephens 
to put in my office.  In large bold letters he speaks the heart of the 
past editors, “Our goal is progress, not perfection.” The picture 
now hangs there above my desk as a poignant and comforting 
reminder and continual challenge as I step into my new role as 
editor and team lead for the Baptist Progress. As I look up, I am 
reminded that my goal must be to earnestly seek to make progress 
in not only fulfilling but advancing the vision and mission that has 
been built by the great men who have gone before me.

The Baptist Progress isn’t going away.  I believe it’s going to 
get better.  I believe that it’s going to continue to move forward.  I 
believe it’s going to continue to make progress (pun intended. lol) 
just like it’s done from editor to editor to editor for the last 113 
years. Not because of me but because of you.  Because you’ve all 
got a God story to tell and it’s worth telling.

Informing. Equipping. Connecting.  Let’s do it!

▲ Chris Driver
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By HEITH MITCHELL

A word from your Missions Office

▲ Eric Jordan

▲ Brad Holcomb 

▲ Isaias Martinez

BMA TX MISSIONS continued on p. 9

GOD IS FAITHFUL!
God is faithful to His mission, and we have really seen 

that this month. Your missionaries reported 31 saved and 
23 baptized in April. This is a record for baptisms. We 
praise the Lord and remember that He is with us when we 
are faithful to the great commission. The Lord also blessed 
the annual Hombre a Hombre Hispanic Men's Conference 
with two saved and 11 surrendering to ministry this month. 
The conference grew from 80 last year to 160 this year.  

BMAT STAFFING CHANGES
We are working through some role shifts in your Texas 

Missions this month.
Todd West has stepped down as the Pastor's Connection 

Coordinator. He continues on as lead for missionary 
training. Todd has made this change in order to be a 
planting pastor with a new mission in Celina, Texas. He 
will be working with Travis Sellers, the lead missionary 
in Celina.

Chris Driver will be taking on the role of Pastor 
Connection Coordinator, along with team lead for the 
Baptist Progress. We wanted to move the Progress to more 
of a team development approach with its lead primarily in 
the field among the churches. Chris and the team will host 
conferences and trainings and Chris will meet with pastors 
and leaders. The result should be stories from our churches 
and ministries. He will be supported by a team of Morgan 
Standifer, Lisa Maynard, Abby Clark and Elvis Garcia. 

Chris will also continue to lead Oasis Church, Levelland. 
This ministry is committed and, by design, bivocational.

Elvis Garcia takes on the role of Missionary Care 
Coordinator for all our missionaries.  He has been in this 
role as Hispanic Missionary Coordinator while Chris 
Driver has been the coordinator  for English-speaking 
missionaries since 2019.  Elvis will continue to work with 
all Hispanic churches in BMAT as well.

A word from your missionaries
ERIC JORDAN—
BREATH OF PRAISE—BROWNWOOD  
ERICABOPCC@AOL.COM

Our church had a financial 
hardship with church repairs 
and the leadership team came 
together  and  commit ted 
to give more to the repair 
project without me asking. 
Hallelujah!

Prayer Needs:
Pray for a God-sent associate pastor.

ISAIAS MARTINEZ—CONROE MISSION     
ISAIASMJ1966@GMAIL.COM

I t  w a s  a  b l e s s i n g  t o 
participate in the Hombre a 
Hombre retreat and to be able 
to take six men, four of whom 
are new to the Evenagelio. 
It was also a blessing to see 
how a cell group led by a 
young person who has just 
been discipled and baptized 
can advance and strengthen, demonstrating that it is possible 
to make disciples who make disciples. To God be the glory!

Prayer Needs:
Pray for the strengthening of the ministry, Churches at 

Home, that our church develops.

MIGUEL RAMOS—
HURST MISSION   
RAMOSMIANGEL@GMAIL.COM

This month was a great 
blessing as our mission is 
bearing fruit. We have three 
couples that we are equipping 
as they are also discipling 
family members in their home 
country.

Prayer Needs:
Pray that each church and 

mission will continue to be strengthened and not cease to 
share the gospel and continue to do so with passion to reach 
more souls.

BRAD HOLCOMB—
REDEMPTION HILL FT. WORTH        
BRAD@REDEMPTIONHILLFW.ORG

We are seeing more non-
Christians involved in the life 
of our church and some of 
those moving closer to Jesus 
as He draws them.

Prayer Needs:
We are praying for the Lord 

to grow us, both spiritually 
among our members and 
numerically among those not yet in the church this summer. 
We would love it if you’d join us in that.

JOSE GIL—
PROYECTO MISIONERO "LIDIA"—SPRING  
JOSEDARIO.GIL@GMAIL.COM

Eight of our friends in the 
cell groups are struggling 
with changing work schedules 
and therefore we are having 
some difficulties gathering all 
at once. For the time being, 
we are taking one additional 
night every week to share 
with all, but our own schedule 
is tight. We pray and hope about this.

Prayer Needs:
Our friends in Spring are facing an increasing number of 

robberies. Two weeks ago, the four tires of their car were 
stolen from the parking lot. They are considering moving. 
Please join us in prayer because they are the host of the cell 
group.

 

▲ Miguel Ramos

▲ Jose Gil
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By JASON CURRY

Jason Curry is the president of the Texas Baptist 
Home for Children. Contact him at 629 Farley St, 
Waxahachie, Texas 75165, 972-937-1321 or jcurry@
tbhc.org. For more information, visit www.tbhc.org.

An Expression of Everlasting Love
Many of our friends choose to honor or remember a 
family member, a friend, or an associate with a gift for 
the children of the Baptist Home. Texas Baptist Home for 
Children, in turn, notifies the appropriate person. Listed in 
capital letters are those honored or remembered from May 
1-31, 2025.

ENDOWMENTS
MYRA STOKES: Bill Stokes

HONORARIUMS
DARRYL LOW: Leon & Johnnie Ross

LILLIE PRESSLEY: Leon & Johnnie Ross

MR. & MRS. KEN PRESSLEY: Leon & Johnnie Ross

OUR HEAVENLY FATHER: Karen Anglin

SAMANTHA & HEITH WILKERSON: Leon & Johnnie Ross

MEMORIALS
ALVIS & THEDA ADAMS: Mary Adams

BILLIE MERRIL: Mardi Bagan; Leon Ross; Liz Hebert; Nita 
Parker 

BILLY & IDA KEELING: Billy Keeling & Donna Perry

BRENDA BATEMAN: West Bateman

BUDDY & LULU HAZELL: Cheryl Briscoe

CECIL DOWNEY: Carlie Downey

CLAY IRVIN: Charles & Charlotte Johnson

CLIFTON BATTON: Jeanette Morris

DANNY PHILLIPS: Jed & Glenice Whitaker

DANNY RAY PHILLIPS: Charles & Charlotte Johnson

DAVID STANLEY: Sue Stanley

DENZEL HOLMES: Joseph Holmes

DON HOGAN: Emma Burleson

ELIZABETH GARMON: Charlotte & Charles Johnson

ELLA PHILLIP: Virginia Hopkins

HILDA FULLER: Jed & Glenice Whitaker

JACKIE HORN: Over-The-Wheels Sunday School Class, 
First Baptist Church, Red Oak

JOEL CONROY: Sally Conroy

JOYCE SCHOENROCK MORGAN: Charles & Charlotte 
Johnson

JUDY BAUMAN: Charles & Charlotte Johnson

LOVITA OUIMET: James Ouimet 

NADINE JOHNSON: Jed & Glenice Whitaker

OLEN BRITTON: Mary Adams

PAULINE SHIRLEY: Charles Sebring 

REX MORRIS: Jed & Glenice Whitaker

ROB KEITH: Jed & Glenice Whitaker

RONNIE DAVIDSON: Jed & Glenice Whitaker

ROYCE RAY JOHNSON: Melissa Hort Overton; Mark 
Ayers; Maxine Hort & The Hort Family

SYLVIA DANNELLEY: Emma Burleson

In 1910, a small orphanage was founded in Waxahachie, 
Texas—what would eventually become Texas Baptist 
Home for Children (TBHC). Over the decades, TBHC has 
transformed from a traditional orphanage into a dynamic 
foster and adoption agency, adapting to meet the ever-
changing needs of children and families across Texas.

One of the pivotal figures in this transformation was Ted 
Stanley, one of TBHC’s directors. With courage and vision, 
he led the organization through the complex process of 
partnering with the State of Texas.  Don't misunderstand, he 
laid the groundwork. He did not sign the final contract that 
would later be signed by Ted Johnson. This shift required 
major changes in policy and practice, but it opened the door 
for TBHC to enter the world of foster care—a mission field 
that continues to define our work today.

As the needs of children have grown more complex, 
TBHC has remained committed to evolving with compassion 
and purpose. We now serve families across the state, 
including in some of your own communities. And we need 
imperfect families—real people with open hearts—willing to 
step into the challenges of today and offer children the love 
and stability they deserve.

One of the most cherished symbols of our heritage is the 

bell tower on our campus. In the early days, the bell rang to 
call children back to the orphanage—to bring them home. 
Today, it rings for a new reason: to celebrate when a child 
finds a forever family. Its joyful sound echoes through the 
neighborhood, proclaiming that a child has a home.

As we reflect during this historical month, we are 
reminded of the words from Psalm 100:1–2:

“Shout for joy to the Lord, all the earth. Worship the Lord 
with gladness; come before him with joyful songs.”

Like the bell, may our voices ring out with the goodness 
of God and the hope He brings through every adoption, every 
foster placement and every life changed. I would love to hear 
your memories of TBHC. You can reach me at Jcurry@tbhc.
org. 

Thanks for giving kids a chance for hope.

A Legacy of Love at TBHC
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By DAVID ERICKSON, Ph.D.
Work is underway as we restore the heart of Jacksonville 

College. Buckner Chapel, standing faithfully for nearly 50 
years on the very spot where Jacksonville College began in 
1899, is being transformed this summer. Worn seats have 
been removed and tired carpet pulled up. Painting and 
refinishing to update the appearance will begin next week, 
while electrical and lighting work is already started and 
a revamped sound system is being prepared for years of 
powerful worship. New flooring and new seats will welcome 
students at the end of the summer. A contract to replace the 
roof has been signed and we expect that vital work will be 
done in the next couple months as well. As this more than 
$750,000 project nears completion, we only need $30,000 to 
have our goal completely fulfilled.

Meanwhile, Memorial Hall (boys dorm) is being 
significantly remodeled, Collins Hall (girls dorm) is receiving 
a new roof, the Weatherby Building is being transformed with 
a new roof and a new science lab and the Newburn Library is 
receiving a new roof.

At Jacksonville College we are in a season of renewal 
and rebuilding. But it’s not just about better facilities, we are 
welcoming new faculty members who are just as passionate 
about investing in the spiritual transformation of young 
people as they are about teaching the subject matter they love.

This has all been possible by God’s grace and through 
your generous hearts. We are trusting that through you, God 
will not only complete the Restoring the Heart of Jacksonville 
College but also build it up for a brighter future.

Chapel remodel started, your heart still needed

▲ Work has begun on Buckner Chapel auditorium  ▲  Buckner Chapel foyer being prepped for new lighting

David Erickson is the president of Jacksonville 
College. Contact him at 105 B.J. Albritton Drive, 
Jacksonville, Texas 75766, 903-586-2518 or 
president@jacksonvillecollege.edu
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The annual Hombre a Hombre (Man-to-Man) ministry 
conference was held at Daniel Springs Camp on May 16-17. 
This event has become a tradition for Hispanic men from 
BMAT churches around the state. The event is centered 
around the purpose of calling men into deeper service in 
their churches, families and ultimately, into gospel ministry.  
Each year, guest speakers and missionaries are brought in to 
share and challenge attendees from God’s Word. There are 
also round-table discussions, workshops, games and deep 
discussions around such topics as leadership, church planting, 
family development, church ministry and more. There are 
also special times of eating and fellowshipping highlighted 
by an evening tradition of quesadillas cooked by the men 
from the Walking with Jesus Church of Houston with some 
soccer played after it starts cooling off.

This year’s theme was “Hands on the Plow” focusing 
on the call of Jesus from Luke 9:62, hosted by pastors 
Luis Ortega and Jaime Lengua with guest speakers Larry 
Barker, Cherry Gamboa, Juan Fernandez and Adixon 
Pina. The Grand Prairie Life Center Church led the 
worship for the event.  In total, there were 21 churches 
from across the state represented by almost 140 men 
in attendance. That is double the attendance from last 
year.  During the conference, two men surrendered their 
lives to Christ along with 15 men who surrendered to 
ministry or rededicated their lives to Christ.

The main goal for the conference is for men to 
surrender to the ministry. It is not a retreat in the 
sense of rest and sharing, although those things happen 
naturally for the men throughout their t ime there. 

Activities are organized to expose men to the need to 
serve in their local churches, their communities, and if 
God calls them, to serve as missionaries or pastors. 

Surrender is  just  the f irst  s tep,  however.  So,  a 
one-year residency was developed to provide decision-
makers  wi th  a  bas ic  miss ionary  and  theologica l 
development process. The brothers who enroll in this 
residency, whether through the Man-to-Man conference 
or other means, will have develop the necessary skills 
to help them get started in ministry as they continue to 
prepare. 

This year ’s conference was an amazing success. 
Souls were saved. Hearts were challenged. Lives were 
changed. Men were strengthened. And Christ  was 
magnified. Yes. It was definitely an amazing success.

By ELVIS GARCIA
BMAT Hispanic Missionary Care Coordinator

Hombre a Hombre: From man to man 

▲ The men of the Hombre a Hombre men’s conference 2025

▲ Training and teaching at the Man-to-Man conference 

▲ Men of God responding to His Word ▲ Men of the conference praying for one another 

▲ Men of the conference praying for one another 

▲ The annual evening 
cookout and fellowship 

▲ Building teamwork skills 
through games
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After severely damaging tornados swept through the 
Mid-West on May 16 -17, Just the Crumbs Disaster 
Relief sought God’s guidance as to where we were to 
set up a kitchen. A good location at Victory Baptist 
Church, London, Kentucky, was found for us.  We 
arrived and set up to feed a meal to the volunteers 
on-site that evening on May 22. We are continuing to 
serve three meals a day for the on-site volunteers and a 
good hot meal about midday for community members. 
Another Just the Crumbs team is feeding volunteers 
from Georgia and doing skid steer and chainsaw work 
in Morganfield, Kentucky.

Just the Crumbs has served in North Carolina since 
late September 2024.  As this report is typed, we still 
have work to do in the Lake Lure, North Carolina area 
during the month of June. After that, we will step back 
and seek God’s guidance for our next move.

After tornadoes did damage across our country 
on  March  15-16 ,  Jus t  the  Crumbs  dep loyed  one 
team to serve the community and volunteers in the 
Jefferson Davis/Covington County Baptist Association 
building at the intersection of highways 35 and 84 in 
Mississippi. Another team was deployed to Des Arc, 
Missouri and served until the immediate needs were 
met.

As always, it takes funds to keep the feeding, debris 
removal, clean-outs and rebuilds going. There are not 
words to express our appreciation to every person, 
group and church who has given of your time and 
finances to support these disaster relief operations. 
There continues to be total devastation in some of the 
tornado hit communities. We are thankful that there are 
still groups coming in to offer the help that is needed. 
Recovery is a slow process because so much has to be 
rebuilt from ground level and even below. Many have 
no insurance and no funds to rebuild. People of all 
ages are still trying to find a way to begin again. We 
need to extend hope in Christ wherever, however and 
whenever we can.  

Volunteers for every phase of our work are always 
needed. To schedule a time to serve, you may call 
Lavon Haden at 601-522-6055 or Brandy Haden at 
601-441-4586. Please leave a text and/or call again 
if your call is not immediately answered or returned. 
Cell service in these areas is not always dependable. If 
you will follow our Facebook page, you can learn a lot 
about our activities and our needs.

Financial donations may be made through PayPal 
at justthecrumbs21@gmail.com; through Venmo @
justthecrumbs; mailed to 10 Wagon Trail, Sumrall, 
MS 39482; mailed to  BMA of MS Missions, 4226 
Highway 15 N, Laurel, MS 39443; or mailed to BMAA 
Missions, P.O. Box 878, Conway, AR 72033. Every 
donat ion is  humbly and deeply  apprecia ted .  Our 
website is www.justthecrumbsministries.com.

By LAVON HADEN 
Just the Crumbs CEO

Just the Crumbs 
Ministry Update

is to ensure that the informing and equipping ministry of the 
BMA of Texas remains and expands.  But should the Baptist 
Progress continue as a standalone department, that simply 
would not be possible in the long-term.”

After answering several questions that had been posed 
to him about various aspects of the transition, Fulton called 
for Lisa Maynard, clerk for the trustees, and the official 
recommendations were read.  Proposed changes to the 
Baptist Progress constitution and to the constitution of the 
BMA of Texas Missions Department were also read.  All 
received a motion and second from the floor and opened 
for discussion.  There were several pertinent questions that 
came from the floor and each was answered by Fulton and  
Heith Mitchell, BMA of Texas Director of Missions.  After 

the required break, representatives returned and the vote 
was taken to approve the recommendations and changes.  
All motions were unanimously approved.

During the meeting, Jerry Fulton, along with his wife 
Cassie, were honored for his 20 years of faithful service 
to the churches of the BMA of Texas as the editor/director 
of the Baptist Progress.  Heith Mitchell also took time to 
recognize Chris Driver as the mission department’s choice 
as the editor and team lead for the new Baptist Progress 
team.  Driver shared his passion and vision for the Baptist 
Progress moving forward.  

The meeting closed with prayer for the future of the 
Baptist Progress and for the churches of the BMA of Texas 
as they move forward in pursuit of God’s mission.

▲ Baptist Progress board president Gary Southard honors Jerry and Cassie Fulton

The Baptist Progress has a new home cont.

The Baptist Missionary Association Theological Seminary 
of Jacksonville, Texas will celebrate the 60th Anniversary of 
its Kellar Library at 10:00 am on Tuesday, July 22, 2025. The 
Seminary is located at 1530 E. Pine Street in Jacksonville. 

A collection of manuscripts, a Sefer Torah scroll and other 
rare books will be displayed at the event. A dedication of new 
projects and items will be made and speakers will briefly 
discuss the history and importance of Kellar Library. All are 
welcome to come and discover what Kellar Library has to 
offer. Refreshments will be provided. We particularly ask 
pastors and church leaders to consider attending this event, 
as we have a special gift for you. Attendees will also enjoy 
book giveaways. For more information contact the library at 
903-586-2501.

Kellar Library is celebrating 
its 60th Anniversary
By PHILLIP WADDELL
Keller Library Director
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“Train up a child in the way he should go, and when 
he is old, he will not depart from it.” That familiar verse 
in Proverbs is one that many of us heard growing up—but 
looking back now, its meaning has grown so much deeper.

I was truly blessed with a mother whose focus was on 
raising her children to not only love God, but to hide His 
Word in our hearts. From the time we were old enough to 
listen, she was teaching us about Scripture. Some of my 
earliest memories are from Sunbeams—learning about 
missionaries, other cultures, and most importantly, God’s 
love. Those experiences laid a strong foundation for my 
faith and sense of purpose.

The truths I learned in the Sunbeam program prepared 
me for the next steps in my spiritual journey through the 
GMA program as a girl and the WMA as a young woman. 
Even today, I often face situations where a Bible verse 
comes to mind—verses I memorized and tucked away in my 
heart as a Sunbeam.

I carry the motto verse, “Ye are the light of the world” 
with me daily and pray for God to use me to help lead 
others to Him. I may not have become a missionary in a far-
off land, but I am still letting my light shine – right where I 
am – for His glory.

REGISTER NOW FOR THE SUNBEAM EVENT IN JULY.
The Texas State  Sunbeams invite  al l  chi ldren, 

Kindergarten through 3rd grade—whether you’re a Sunbeam 
or not—for a “sweet” day filled with fun, food and fabulous 
fellowship!

Join us for an exciting event at the Jacksonville College 
Student Union Building (SUB):  An Excursion to European 
B.M.A. Mission Points.  The special event will run from 
10:00 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. on Saturday, July 19, 2025.  This 
year’s theme is “’Tis So Sweet”—a celebration of God’s 
goodness as we explore His work in the mission fields 
of Europe. We are honored to support Bro. Larry Woods’ 
ministry in Ukraine through our project offerings.

Children will enjoy delicious meals and snacks, creative 
crafts, uplifting songs, engaging Bible lessons, fun activities 
and plenty of sweet surprises. While the day promises lots 
of fun, our greater goal is to help each child experience the 
sweetness of God’s love, salvation, and blessings in their 
lives.

This is a free event. Register now on the Texas WMA 
website under the Sunbeams tab. For more information, 
please contact: Vera Koonce at 281-642-5356 or Dera Moy 
at 281-630-6090. We can hardly wait to share this sweet day 
with you.

REGISTER NOW FOR THE WMA RETREAT IN JULY
The Texas WMA Retreat will be held at Rosewood, 

Gilmer on Friday and Saturday, July 25–26. The cut-off 
for early registration pricing is June 23, so send in your 
registration now.

Shirley Hoffpauir will be the keynote speaker with four 
breakout sessions available pertaining to making contacts 
and developing friendships with the purpose of evangelism in 
mind. Belinda Caudle and Wendy Garcia will be conducting 
breakout sessions for the Hispanic ladies.

The registration fee is $60 ($70 after June 23). More 
information on the retreat and how to register on the Texas 
WMA website under the Events tab, or you may call 
Charlotte Johnson at 903-790-1385.  

WMA PROJECT TOTALS UPDATE
As of the Baptist Progress May deadline, the state WMA 

has received $13,781 of our $30,000 goal for Texas Baptist 
Home for Children.

WMA PROJECT RELATED PRAYER REQUEST
Pray that the Texas WMA continues to bring in funds for 

our project, signage for the Texas Baptist Home for Children.  
The goal is $30,000.

IMPORTANT AUXILIARY DATES AND INFORMATION:
June 23: Cut-off date for early registration pricing for TX 

WMA Retreat
July 8: Cherokee District WMA, Afton Grove, 6 p.m.
July 11: Wood County WMA, Rose Hill, 10 a.m.
July 12: Liberty District WMA, Rosewood, 10 a.m.
July 19: State Sunbeams, Jacksonville College, 9 a.m. – 3 

p.m.
July 25–26: TX WMA Retreat, Rosewood, Gilmer
Sept 13: Houston-Anderson District WMA, First Baptist 

Church of Slocum
Be sure to check the WMA website, www.texaswma.com 

for complete details on events.

Sunbeam Impact
By DERA MOY

2025 SOAR STUDENT CONFERENCE
WHEN: July 2-4, 2025
WHERE: Loews Arlington Hotel, Arlington, Texas

2025 BMA OF TEXAS MEETING
WHEN: Nov. 17-18, 2025
WHERE: Pathway Baptist Church, Waxahachie

2026 BMA OF AMERICA MEETING
WHEN: April 21-22, 2026
WHERE: Antioch Baptist Church, Conway

JAMES SCHOENROCK has resigned as pastor of Sheppard Drive, 
Euless.  He has moved to Little Rock, Arkansas to be near his family.

JERRY PHILLIPS is the new pastor of Bethel, Clayton.

PASTOR—First Missionary, Terrell is seeking a bivocational pastor. 
contact Bro. Buddy Sadler at 469- 410-0468. TFN

PASTOR—First, Flynn is seeking a full-time pastor. For information, 
email embry936@gmail.com. The church's address is P.O. Box 13, 
Flynn, Texas 77871. 6/25

YOUTH MINISTRY LEADER—First, Palmer is seeking a full-time 
youth ministry leader. For more information, email Pastor Gary 
Southard at pastor@fbcpalmer.org. TFN



June 2025 | 9

BMA Texas Missions cont.

BMA TX MISSIONS continued on p. 10

CHRIS DRIVER—
OASIS CHURCH, LEVALLAND    
PASTOR CONNECTION/BAPTIST PROGRESS 
CJDRIVER316@GMAIL.COM

Howdy from west Texas! 
All is well here in the flatlands. 
We finished up school, so 
summer has officially arrived. 
We had such a great month 
with several special services 
that came right on the heels 
of Easter (Mother's Day and 
Graduates Day). We also had 
a couple start up a new "foodies" group that meets in Lubbock 
and tries out new and strange foods. The food was good for 
our first night out but the conversation and fellowship was 
everything I've been trying to develop here at Oasis. We 
shared stories and connected in ways you just can't in a larger 
group. Bonds were built and I believe it's going to have a 
major impact on us as a church moving forward. What I love 
the most is that it is an example of how someone's personal 
passions and hobbies are Kingdom-valuable. I am praying 
that others will see that God can use the things we like and 
love to build His kingdom and strengthen His people. As 
always, thank you so much for giving us the opportunity to be 
a part of God's work out here in west Texas. I am so thankful 
to be part of the BMAT family!

Prayer Needs:
New connections in Sundown
Possible partnership with Levelland Christian School
Open doors for the gospel

KYLE CHEATHAM—
GRACE CHURCH JARRELL 
KYLE@GRACEJARRELL.COM

We recently celebrated the 
baptism of an awesome young 
man, Calvin, who wonderfully 
articulated the gospel when 
we met and it was evident 
that God had drawn him to 
salvation. Around 50 people 
gathered at a home with a 
river running behind it. His 
sister wrote an amazing song and sang it for him while 
playing guitar. We all gathered around and prayed over 
Calvin. His dad and I jumped into the cold river and did his 
baptism together. It was a remarkable evening for Calvin, for 
his family and friends and for our church family!

Prayer Needs:
Please pray for our people to love one another so much 

that we will fight for unity by fiercely resisting gossip, quickly 
moving toward one another and reconciling whenever there is 
a fracture in a relationship.

CHRIS MINDI—
ANCHOR, AUSTIN
MISSION IN LEANDER  
CHRIS.MINDI@BMATS.
EDU

P r a i s e  G o d !  We  a r e 
excited that new families and 
individuals are coming to 
Anchor Austin and finding it 
to be their home. Pray that 

they would grow closer to God as they hear God's Word 
preached. Pray that the vision of disciples making disciples 
revives everyone.  Please continue to pray for us at Anchor 
Austin that we would take the gospel and seed the good news 
wherever we go and build more people for God's glory and 
His kingdom.

Prayer Needs:
Pray that we diligently develop leaders faithfully. Pray for 

the annual retreat that is coming up. Pray for the new families 
that are coming and if it is God's will, for them to find Anchor 
Austin to be a home where they belong.

JAIME GARCIA—
IGLESIA BAUTISTA NUEVA VIDA - GILMER 
JAIME.GARCIA2911@GMAIL.COM

At this time, I see God 
doing his work with my 
brothers. I believe that the 
church is beginning to stand 
on its own without me having 
to be so heavily involved. It 
is something that only God 
can do.

Prayer Request: 
Please pray for my family and for more quality time for 

them and for the ministry.

 
ABNER NUNEZ—
SAN ANTONIO MISSION  
ELIAS1951@HOTMAIL.COM

With the  immigrat ion 
c i r c u m s t a n c e s  w e  a r e 
witnessing, we had to suspend 
a meeting in a park on the 
Sunday before Memorial Day. 
We intended to do evangelistic 
work before our monthly 
service there. We have had to 
reconsider how to do ministry 
outside our homes but the Lord is going to give us wisdom to 
face this situation.

Prayer Needs:
Please pray for more planters for San Antonio. This is a 

very sprawling city.

HAITAO HE— 
FREE SALVATION BIBLE MISSION—CORPUS CHRISTI     
HAITAO.HE@BMATS.EDU

We have been walking through the book of James in 
our weekly Bible study, and it has been both challenging 
and refreshing. This series has sparked great discussion 

▲ Celebrating my birthday (May 13th) at home with some of my 
closest ones: my wife, my mother, and part of the Spring cell attendees

▲ Chris Driver

▲ Kyle Cheatham

▲  In the river after baptizing Calvin (assisted by his dad)

▲ Calvin's sister shares her song for her brother at his baptism

▲ Chris Mindi

▲ Me introducing Calvin before he shared at his baptism

▲ Church family and friends watching the baptism from shore

▲ Jaime Garcia

▲ Abner Nunez
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▲ Rudy Villareal

about faith in action. One 
participant shared how the 
teachings helped her get out 
of a period of depression. We 
praise God for the power of 
the Word!

Prayer Needs:
Pray for the two members 

who are  graduat ing and 
relocating. Ask God to guide them in their new season and 
help them find strong Christian communities where they can 
continue to grow and serve.

SAMUEL ARELLANO—
HENDERSON MISSION  
ARELLANOSAMUEL10@GMAIL.COM

A s  a  c h u r c h  w e  a r e 
supporting families who are 
out of work, giving marriage 
counseling and spiritual and 
material support.

Prayer Needs:
Pray for your servant that 

doors will be opened to me 
and that I will preach the 
Word of God.

LUIS H. PEREZ—
IGELSIA BAUTISTA GRACIA SOBERANA - KYLE     
LUISPEREZ6162@GMAIL.COM

D e s p i t e  m y  h e a l t h 
situation, I continue to visit 
two families, and one is new. 
I have three young men who 
can already develop and give 
a Bible study and two of them 
can already preach. We also 
have four sisters who can get 
up and share their testimonies 
with us.

Prayer Needs:
Pray for the brothers and sisters who are already 

developing their gifts and talents and for those who are just 
wanting to take the step.

JOSE TORRES—
IGLESIA NUEVA VIDE EN CRISTO—TYLER      
JOSETORRES@GMAIL.COM

Iglesia Nueva Vida en 
Cristo of Tyler is alive and 
well .  We praise God for 
allowing us to celebrate the 
baptism of brother Natividad 
Fino this month. It was a 
great time of joy and with 
it came some new visitors 
to our worship service. We 
celebrated the Lord's Supper 
that same day since it happened to be the first Sunday of 
the month and we have been celebrating it faithfully that 
day since we launched. Of course, we had a delicious meal 
afterwards. All of this was a wonderful reminder that God is 
at work amongst us and for that we are grateful. We are also 

excited that a praise and worship band could be forming in 
the near future. We will be needing to buy some instruments 
and sound equipment but we trust the Lord will provide 
as He has up until now. We continue to thank God for the 
generous support that all BMA churches give us through the 
mission's office. Thank you for all the training and coaching 
provided for my wife and I by brother Elvis and his wife, 
Wendy. Most of all thank you for the prayers lifted on our 
behalf. May God continue to receive glory through all our 
BMA ministries. Blessings.

Prayer Needs:
Please pray for the formation of a praise and worship 

band and for the resources to purchase instruments and 
sound equipment.

RUDY VILLAREAL—
HOMETOWN CHURCH MISSION IN HELOTES     
RVILLARREAL1@GMAIL.COM

We are going to put on 
our first VBS to reach out 
to families. Please pray that 
the gospel is heard and He is 
glorified.

Prayer Needs:
Pray for our VBS June 20

MARVIN MEDINA—
PLANO MISSION  
MIRENAMARVIN7@GMAIL.COM

Due to the immigration 
situation we have had a little 
discouragement on the part 
of the people who attend but 
God has taken care of us. He 
has provided for us.  He has 
filled us with His peace, and 
we continue in the call.

Prayer Needs:
Please pray for my family, ministry, economic situation, 

and for a job.

BMA Texas Missions cont.

▲ Haitao He

▲ Samuel Arellano

▲ Luis Perez

▲ Jose Torres

▲ Natividad Fino Baptism

▲ Baptism certificate and gift

▲ Mother’s Day

▲ Band Practice

▲ Marvin Mirena

Heith Mitchell is the director of BMA of Texas Missions. 
Contact him at P.O. Box 73, Waxahachie, Texas 75168, 
972-923-0757 or hmitchell@bmatexas.org. For more 
information, visit www.bmatexasmissions.org.
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What’s happening at your church?

Summer 
is camp and VBS time! 

Show us your best VBS or church camp pic.  
Send ONE or TWO of your favorite pics 

along with a short caption for each picture to:          
progress@bmatexas.org

NOTE: This will be a single page so not every 
picture that is received will make it onto the page.

Deadline for July issue is July 9.
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Get a FREE EMAIL subscription 
with your paid mail subscription

Don’t miss any more news from Baptist Progress!

If you subscribe by mail, you have no idea how much 
news you are missing from your informing and 
equipping ministry, Baptist Progress.

Because we care that you get all the news, we are 
now o� ering a free email subscription with every 
mail subscription to Baptist Progress. 

In addition to the e-News Update, on the weeks 
a newspaper is not published, you will receive 
late-breaking news from BMA departments, 
conference and workshop information, 
death announcements and more via email 
with this free subscription.

To take advantage of this opportunity 
to add a free email subscription to 
your mail subscription, contact Lisa 

Maynard at lisa@bmatexas.org or 
call 972-923-0756 today. 

There is no reason to ever 
miss any BMA news again. 
Contact her today!

The Baptist Missionary Loan Association (BMLA), a ministry of the Baptist Missionary Association of Texas, 
offers loans to churches for everything from land and building purchases, to additions and renovations.

Why consider a loan with BMLA?

We specialize in church building projects.
Since 1953, BMLA has provided loans for churches of the Baptist Missionary Association of Texas. No one 
understands the needs and goals of BMA congregations and related ministries better than BMLA. Recently, 
BMLA was authorized by the churches of the Baptist Missionary Association of Texas to offer loans to any BMA 
church in the United States. 

We offer competitive rates and terms.
Unlike many commercial lending institutions, BMLA can save your congregation thousands of dollars by 
requiring minimal closing costs and offering competitive rates.

Faithful stewardship finances our loans.
The money invested in BMLA by congregations and individuals finance our loans for building projects and 
land purchases.

For more information, visit bmla.org.
If you are ready, you may apply for a loan online at bmla.org. 

If you have more questions, call us at 972-923-0758.

We look forward to helping you make your dreams come true!

BMLA, P.O. Box 425, Waxahachie, Texas 75168
www.bmla.org


