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BMA TEXAS MISSIONS

Short-term Missions with Long-term Goals
By Angela Rice
Director of Short-term Missions
bmaglobal.org

Have you e Short-term trips are intentional journeys to serve with a 
missionary and provide assistance in a project or ministry, serve the local 
church, share the gospel, build relationships, and foster cross-cultural 

more impacted than the ones they go to serve. God uses short-term trips to open the 

For BMA Global, short-term missions include Volunteer Student Missions, Baptist 
Medical Missions International, a shoebox trip, or a church trip. Short-term missions 

term missions, our goal is to foster a love for missions in every person that visits our 

are learned stay with you, calling you to be a part of long-term missions in some way. We 
pray for long-term missionaries to be called from short term trips, and they are.  Most of 

missionary about how they were 
called into missions, many will tell 
you of a time when they served for 
a couple of weeks, and during that 
time, God began calling them to 
give their life fully to missions. But 
God does not call all of us to go; He 
calls some of us to send.  

Our missionaries in Romania 
are great examples of this. Bryan 
Risner stepped up as a youth pastor 
to serve as a VSM leader so that 
one of his students could go on a 

trip to begin calling his family to 
Romania, and each year as he led 
the VSM trip to Romania, that 
calling became stronger to him and 

moved to Romania accompanied 
by a short-term team.  Bryan and 
Pam have been faithfully serving 
the Lord in Romania now for 

three church plants and are always 
looking for the next thing God has 
for them.  

to send missionaries to share God’s 
story, make disciples, and plant 
churches that multiply among the 
nations. So, short-term missions 
come alongside a missionary as 
a support system. With VSM, we 
usually go and do service projects, 
Vacation Bible Schools, and other 
things that will assist in bringing 
new people to the church to meet 

the pastor and the members serving in a community.  BMMI sets up a medical clinic, just 
for the purpose of making the missionary known in the community.  We want to open 
doors that will help our missionaries get to know more people.

If you would like to be involved in short-term missions, there are many ways to do 
that.

• First, pray. We would love for everyone to be praying over our teams that are
traveling during the summer: we have nine VSM teams, a BMMI team, and
several church teams.

• Second, go. If you would like to go on a short-term trip, reach out to me at
angela@bmaglobal.org and I will talk to you about what type of trip is best for you.
I promise, you will not regret taking time to serve with our missionaries around
the world. We have the very best!

•
can do that at bmaglobal.org. Because of our generous supporters, we are able to
provide short-term mission trips each year.

PAGE 5
mission:world

THE INFORMING AND EQUIPPING MINISTRY OF THE BAPTIST MISSIONARY ASSOCIATION OF TEXAS  | JULY 2024  |  VOL. 111  |  NO. 07

PAGE 9
JACKSONVILLE COLLEGE

SOAR 2024 was held at the Loews Arlington 
Hotel in Arlington with huge crowds, convicting 
worship times, discipleship equipping and a lot of fun 
July 3-5, 2024. This 34th annual edition of SOAR, a 
uniquely BMA student conference, saw over 1,800 
students and adults converge on Arlington for the 
new Loews Hotel first-ever student event. The 
theme for the week was, All In! and the focus was 
on becoming a disciple of Jesus Christ. Souls were 
saved, decisions for Christ were made and almost 
500 students registered to work their way through 
“Follow,” Lifeword’s new discipleship portal. 

Andy Comer, lead pastor at Antioch, Georgetown, 
was speaker for SOAR ’24. His messages were 
challenging and right on target with the students. The 
altar filled after each session with students praying 
and adults counseling. Pastor Andy was used by 
God in an amazing way. One of most memorable 
statements of the night by Andy went, “Stop spending 
time trying to figure out God’s will! Pursue holiness! 
Through holiness God will reveal His will to you.” 

Joe Costa, Lifeword’s broadcast partner in Beirut, 
Lebanon, led as speaker for the annual SOAR 
Mission’s Service. He did a great job in challenging 
the students to go all in as a disciple of Jesus. After 
the invitation, the students were introduced to the 
need for a new studio for Joe and his team in Beirut. 
The students responded by giving an offering of over 
$11,000 for the project. What a blessing! The annual 
Midnight Meeting, led by BMA Global’s Angela 
Rice, saw over 400 students attend to get more details 
about taking a summer mission trip. 

Breakout sessions were divided by gender and 
grade. The SOAR Breakout Team introduced students 
to the characteristics of a true disciple and then took 
them through the process of using the new Follow 
App. Students were taught how to Follow, then use 
the app to disciple other students. Again, over 500 
kids registered to be involved. 

Late night hours were spent in the SOAR Village 
for a time of fun and relationships. Kudo’s to Daniel 
Springs Camp Executive Director Jason Pruitt for 
leading this time of fellowship. It was top shelf. 

God has used SOAR for 34 years to inspire and 
challenge the next generation to commit, serve, 
worship and live for Jesus. It is a uniquely BMA 
event! It is the largest gathering of BMA Baptists in 
the world! Thank you, BMA churches for bringing 
your students. 

SOAR ‘24 Goes “All in!”
By DONNY PARRISH
BMA Conferences Director
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Does your church need a loan?
The Baptist Missionary Loan Association Church provides loans to churches of the Baptist Missionary Association of Texas and the Baptist Missionary Association of 
America for new construction, remodel projects and property purchases (both land and existing building purchases). Answers to frequently asked questions are below:

1. Who are you? The Baptist Missionary Loan Association is a department of the Baptist Missionary Association of Texas that provides loans to churches within the 
Baptist Missionary Association of Texas and the Baptist Missionary Association of America.

2. What types of loans do you make? We make loans for numerous purposes such as land and church building purchases; remodeling and renovation projects; 
construction of a church sanctuary, educational building, children’s building, fellowship hall or family life center. 

3. Who do you serve?  We serve the churches of the Baptist Missionary Association of Texas and the churches of the Baptist Missionary Association of America.
4. How much can our church borrow?  The only way to get a true borrowing capacity amount for your church is to complete and send a church loan application to 

our office. 
5. Do you take collateral on church loans? Yes. We take the first lien on all church property and improvements.
6. How does our church start the process?  Someone authorized by the church simply completes an application and emails or mails it to the Baptist Missionary 

Loan Association. 
7. How long does it take to get a response?  When we receive your church’s completed loan application, we will contact your church either by email or phone 

within two to three days. 
8. What are your current rates?  Please call for interest rates. 
9. Do you make personal loans or auto loans?  No. We only make loans to incorporated churches for real-estate purposes.

For more information, contact us today by emailing me at jerry@bmatexas.org or calling 972-923-0756.

THE PREACHING LAB: THE THEORY AND 
PRACTICE OF ILLUSTRATIONS AND APPLICATION 

The Preaching Lab will be presented by Clif Johnson, host of The Preaching Lab Podcast and pastor of Garrett Memorial Baptist Church 
in Hope, Arkansas. We all know that telling stories is not preaching, but sometimes preaching includes telling stories. And we also know that 
application grounded in a grammatical, redemptive-historical understanding of the meaning of the text is unhealthy preaching. In this seminar 
we will seek to sharpen these two tools that help build a biblical sermon. 
When: August 13, 2024 
Where: Heritage Baptist Church Fellowship Hall, 1000 Butcher Road, Waxahachie, Texas 
Time: 10am - 3pm 

BECOMING A MISSIONARY IN YOUR ZIP CODE 
Becoming a Missionary in Your Zip Code will be presented by Todd West, pastor connections coordinator for the BMA of Texas. Churches 

will naturally become inwardly focused without a biblical plan to focus outwardly, resulting in the focus being on budgets, buildings and 
ministries designed for our current members and ministry to those in other countries. Certainly, all of these are important, but not to the neglect 
of those who need Jesus in our own zip code. In this workshop, you will see how New Testament principles can come alive in the communities 
where God has placed our churches in this present day. This workshop is designed to place practical tools in your hands to implement in the 
church where you serve. At the end of the day, everyone will leave a customized plan for your zip code and the next steps for engaging your 
church family. 

When: October 15, 2024 
Where: BMA of Texas Office Building, located at 632 Farley Street, Waxahachie, Texas 
Time: 10am - 3pm 

REGISTER FOR THESE WORKSHOPS AT BAPTISTPROGRESS.ORG. 
CLICK THE “RESOURCES” TAB AND THEN “UPCOMING WORKSHOPS.”
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By HEITH MITCHELL

A word from your Missions Office

BMA TX MISSIONS continued on p. 9

▲ Jaime Garcia

▲ Brad Cauley

Your BMA of Texas Missions held their annual missionary 
retreat for the missionaries and their families June 16-19, 
2024.  Over 100 gathered this year in San Marcos. It was an 
encouraging three days for your missionaries along with their 
wives and children. This is the only time missionary children 
are together in our schedule.

This year, we celebrated Fuente de Vida Eterna Church in 
Tomball with Pastor Jaime Henriquez. This church has just 
come off of mission support. They have purchased a building 
in Tomball that formerly housed Carrell Street Baptist 
Church. Bro. Jaime shared an encouraging message and the 
testimony of the church with the other missionary families.  

We had times of singing, encouragement from the Word, 
prayer, sharing and challenge.  There was a lot of fellowship! 
Thank you for supporting your Texas missionaries like you 
do.  Also, thank you First, Blooming Grove College Ministry 
for providing children’s ministry for the retreat. Here are 
some pictures:

A word from your missionaries
JAIME GARCIA—
IGLESIA BAUTISTA NUEVA VIDA MISSION IN GILMER 
JAIME.GARCIA2911@GMAIL.COM

It was a very active month for everyone in the church. We 

had Vacation Bible School. 
Although we are few, we are 
well organized. I am very 
happy to have the support of 
my brothers. I believe that 
without their collaboration 
this and other activities would 
not be possible. I thank the 
churches  and especia l ly 
Antioch, Gilmer, where Michael Pool is the pastor, who 
support us a lot.

CHRIS DRIVER– 
WEST TEXAS MULTIPLICATION NETWORK/
TEXAS MISSIONARY  CARE 
CJDRIVER316@GMAIL.COM

Howdy from west Texas! 
WOW! WOW! WOW! What 
an amazing month we've had! 
It started with a wonderful 
time at our BMA West Texas 
Camp,  s ta ffed  by  Jason 
Prewitt, and the travel team 
from Daniel Springs Camp 
where two of our teens gave 
their lives to Christ. It ended with us hosting a mission 
team from O'Quinn, Pollok,  where we put on two one-day 
Vacation Bible Schools in two separate communities and a 
family fun night in a community hit hard by recent storms. 
We made many new contacts and officially emerged into 
our community, even being featured in the local newspaper. 
God blessed the efforts with 13 visitors this past Sunday. 
The O'Quinn mission team blessed our church more than 
they could ever know. It was such an amazing week that 
encouraged and lifted this planter's heart and spirit. Church 
planting is awesome! As always, I can't help but say thank 
you to the churches of the BMA of Texas for letting us be 
able to reach west Texas for Christ. We are so blessed!

Prayer Needs:
Please pray that God will provide a church van for us, 

provide open doors for the gospel in Levelland and its 
surrounding communities and help us to make connections at 
South Plains College.

   
MARVIN MIRENA—
MISSION FULLY RESTORING HEARTS 
MIRENAMARVIN7@GMAIL.COM

This month has been a blessing. We are meeting in my 
house. It is a challenge, but every week we see the hand 
of God. We have 20 frequent people attending. The space 
is small, but we have managed to accommodate those who 
attend. We have to be very discreet since they do not allow 
this type of meeting in the apartments. We are already 
organizing the baptisms this month.

Prayer Needs:
Please pray for my wife, 

who has been i l l ,  God’s 
continued guidance on this 
path of planting a church, our 
children, Ezekiel and Joshua, 
a house that will better serve 
us in holding meetings and 
my finances, as we need a car. 

  
BRAD CAULEY—
CEDAR PARK MISSION 
BWCAULEY@GMAIL.COM

We are meeting many 
m e m b e r s  o f  o u r  n e w 
community and seeing leaders 
grow in their excitement and 
eagerness for God's work 
through our church. We began 
meeting for church services 
in our home, sharing a meal, 
worshiping in the living room 
and walking through the Bible together before praying 
and being released on mission for the week. One Sunday, 
an unbeliever joined us and was caught up in the depths 
and beauty of God's Word as we walked through Cain and 
Abel as they represent "works" and "faith." She was really 
wrestling with this concept, and since English was her second 
language, we got to hear her brother explain things to her in 
her first language. It was beautiful to know the same truth we 
had just been moved by ourselves was now being explained 
in her language by a church member who was now practicing 
explaining the beautiful depths of the Bible to other people 
in other languages! May God continue to let the beauty and 
power of His gospel of grace be proclaimed by our people 
and savored by all who believe and receive it.

Prayer Needs:
Please pray that our leaders will continue to grow and that 

more people to be hungry to live lives completely given to 
Christ and His purposes.

ADEREMI BADRU—  
LIGHT HOUSE MISSION IN HOUSTON 
REMIBADRU44HOPE@YAHOO.COM

Praise God we are making 
progress  in  empowering 
leaders as we eagerly look 
forward to our launch. We are 
praying that God will raise 
help and resources for us to 
be able to rent a new space for 
worship for the church which 
can enable us to have a proper 

▲ Chris Driver

▲ Marvin Mirena

▲ Aderemi Badru
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By JASON CURRY

Jason Curry is the president of the Texas Baptist 
Home for Children. Contact him at 629 Farley St, 
Waxahachie, Texas 75165, 972-937-1321 or jcurry@
tbhc.org. For more information, visit www.tbhc.org.

An Expression of Everlasting Love  
Many of our friends choose to honor or remember a 
family member, a friend, or an associate with a gift for 
the children of the Baptist Home. Texas Baptist Home for 
Children, in turn, notifies the appropriate person. Listed 
in capital letters are those honored or remembered from 
Jun. 1-30, 2024.

ENDOWMENTS
E. ANN PACE: Karl Pace 

MYRA STOKES: Bill Stokes

HONORARIUMS
BRO. CHARLES & CHARLOTTE JOHNSON: Stanley Allen

DICKY & BOBBIE MAUK’S 50TH WEDDING ANNIVERSARY: 
Charles & Charlotte Johnson

HOLLIN ANDERSON: James Anderson

PALMER ANDERSON: James Anderson

PAULINE SHIRLEY: Charles Sebring 

STANLEY ALLEN’S 80TH BIRTHDAY: Stanley Allen

MEMORIALS
BARBARA WYATT: Jed & Glenice Whitaker

BETTY LOU WILSON: Emily & Bobby Oliver 

BILL PLATT: Barbara Brown

BUDDY & LULU HAZELL: Cheryl Briscoe

D’LORA DAWN 'DEE  DEE’ SHANNON: Rosewood Baptist 
Church, Harmony High School Class of 1979

FAY ROGERS: Berenda Mewborn

HOWARD WEEMPE: Jed & Glenice Whitaker

JERRY SAMFORD: Temple Baptist Church, Mexia 

JOHNITA WINTTERS: Carol Cline

LOVITA OUIMET: James Ouimet

NELL JORDAN: Rosewood Baptist Church

OPAL H: Ann Rose

PAMELA DIANE LONG: Carolyn & Robert Greener 

PETE & IDA MAE PATTERSON: Andy McCuistion

RAY THOMPSON: Jed & Glenice Whitaker 

TED & FRIEDA STANLEY: Neva McLaughlin

I don't know how many are aware, but TBHC has an 
adoption celebration each year for our families who have 
adopted children. It has become a wonderful time together. 
This past year was a little different. We took a moment to 
celebrate and remember a collective day—Adoption Day. 
Adoption Day is a day when two families go into court and 
only one family walks out. Each one of TBHC’s families said 
a courageous “Yes!” to God when he called them. Saying 
“Yes” leads to powerful transformation. 

During our celebration, we again shared the proclamations 
we received from a few government officials locally and 
statewide who celebrated our 500th adoption! This day 
was fantastic, and our staff did an amazing job creating the 
environment to celebrate. Check out the QR code below. It 
will take you to a video of that day, and I want you to get a 
glimpse of it.

	 Whenever people come to the TBHC campus, it 
is a reminder of our heritage. Had it not been for this place 
being an orphanage and the people who served, it would not 
have become what it is today—a blessing. As many of you 
have been blessed by TBHC, I hope you will seek ways to 
continue blessing families. What TBHC needs most of all are 
families willing to care for kids.

If you want to be an ambassador for us and help bring 
families into our ministry, please reach out to TBHC. With 
us having offices in Bedford, Lufkin, Odessa, Tyler and 
Waxahachie, we are ready to serve families in several areas of 
the state and we need your help to get out the word. 

Let me describe one of our adoption ceremonies. You 
would walk into our chapel and see chairs in rows and have 
a seat. The kids are bursting with enthusiasm. They have 
been sitting for way too long in court, but no one cares 
because joy is permeating the room. You look around and 
see a little history. You see a table with candles and then you 
see our Trees of Love almost from one side of the room to 
the other. Many times, our ceremony starts with a video of 
the family’s journey to adoption. We move to a candlelight 
ceremony, where we remember the biological family, all the 
workers and people that helped make this day possible, and 
always last, but not least, we light a candle for all the children 
waiting for adoption. Many times, I get to share my part. I 
end by asking two important questions. We then present a leaf 
that each child or parent places on the Trees of Love. People 
still come to the chapel today and find their leaves. A leaf is a 
simple memento, but it represents so much. After its all said 
and done we give a gift and that ends our ceremony inside. 

Next, we head outside to our bell tower and we tell the 
neighborhood that a family has increased. This has become a 
beautiful part of our tradition and a remnant of our heritage. 

When TBHC was an orphanage, our bell was used to call 
children home—come home from playing, come home from 
working or come home for watermelon. But always to come 
home. Now it is used to remind children that they have a 
home to which they can go.

 Every child wants to come home to a family. You can join 
us for the Future 500! Go to our website or 
follow the QR code below to give online. 
We have a special section for this campaign 
so you can give and be a part of giving 
500 more kids a place to call home. Be 
generous. Saying “yes” can lead to powerful 
transformation.

As I conclude, I want to return to the adoption ceremony. 
One of the important questions I ask the parents are: “Today 
are you willing to make a covenant to love and care for one 
another?” They each have said “yes” and that yes has meant 
that a child was given the chance to experience love again, 
was willing to let hope in again and willing to be in a family 
again. That “yes” had powerful transformation. Would you 
also say “yes” so one more child can know they also can go 
home? 

Thanks for giving kids a chance for hope!

Help a child go home
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By John Meriweather
VP of Global Operations
bmaglobal.org

One Mission – Many Parts

The Christian journey was never intended to be an isolated one. The call to 
make disciples gives clarity to our need for one another. In a similar fashion, 
scripture tells us the church is one body made up of many parts. One body 
represents the unity of MISSION. Many parts represent the MEANS.  God’s 

plan and design is that we work together, using our God given gifts, talents, and ability to 
further his mission. 

This is true of the church. This is true of the missionary endeavor. This is true of BMA 
Global. 

It takes many parts working together to fulfill one mission. 
When you pull back the curtains at BMA Global you will find we are blessed with a 

talented and skilled team – each using their unique gifts and abilities to serve the overall 
mission. Ask any missionary and they will tell you these faithful team members are the 
trellis that allows the vine to grow and produce fruit. They are the backbone of BMA 
Global.

Our missionaries are SENT with the support and backing they need to sustain 
long-term ministry impact. Finance and accounting, technology and information 
management, marketing and communication, insurance and benefit planning and support 
are fundamental 
and required. 
But did you 
know that our 
missionaries also 
receive soul care 
and counseling 
services, crisis 
management 
training, pre-
field ministry 
and cultural 
orientation 
training, 
ongoing ministry 
resources and 
training, furlough 
support including 
housing and auto, 
and so much 
more.

Though most 
of these activities 
are not visible, 
they are essential 
for the long-
term viability of 
the missionary 
endeavor. They 
create a system 
of accountability 
and sustainability. 
Without them 
the trellis would 
collapse under 

the weight of the vine. 
There is yet another essential member of the missionary team – YOU!
• You - the local church that gives generously to support our global missionary 

endeavor.

• You - the family that supports and prays for that missionary that visited your 
church last year.

• You - the prayer warrior that seeks the Lord’s favor and blessing on His work in 
difficult places.

• You are a vital and integral part of the missionary team. 

There is no greater Mission than God’s Mission. God in his infinite wisdom designed 
us to work together, in the unity of mission and the uniqueness of talents. We are grateful 
and thankful for the team that God has assembled that each serves in their unique way, 
giving, praying, and supporting God’s Mission – TOGETHER!
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Self-Assessment of Priorities
By Sean Richards
Director of Mobilization
bmaglobal.org

Every so often, my wife and I sit 
down and assess our budget. We 
ask important questions like, 
“Are we disciplined and faithful 

with our current budget?” and, “Do we need 
to make some changes to address current 
realities?” But the most important question 
we ask is this: “Does our budget reflect our 
overall goals and purposes?”

As believers, it is imperative that we as-
sess our own lives, churches, and ministries 
from time to time. When we look at our 
spiritual and ministry goals and strategies, are 
we being disciplined and faithful to reach or 
adhere to them? Do we need to adjust how 
we prioritize our time and resources based on 
current realities? The most important question 
we need to ask ourselves is this: Do our goals 
and strategies reflect God’s overall purpose for 
the Church?

That last question requires us to ground 
ourselves to God’s overall plan. That ground-
ing refocuses us on the big picture and allows 
us to be more effective when developing our 
spiritual and ministry strategies and goals. So, 
what is the overall plan?

In God’s story, we are living in the part 
when God is reconciling his image-bearers 
back to himself. God chose to use those 
already reconciled to be the message-bearers 
to those still separated from Him. Jesus 
specifically gave believers the task to take this 
message to all peoples throughout the world. This lines up with Jesus’s answer when asked 
which of the commandments was the greatest: love God and love others. God is glorified by 
his image-bearers being reconciled to Him. Trying to bring God glory shows our love for 
Him. When people are reconciled to God, they are set free from sin and death. Sharing the 
Good News with others also shows our love for them. The Great Commission Jesus gave to 
believers is in line with the Great Commandment He also gave.

Now, when we assess our goals, strategies, and current direction, do they align with the 
specific task Jesus gave to Christians, the Great Commission? If we looked at our budgets, 
schedules, and goals for life and ministry, would the findings clearly reflect the priorities 
of loving God, loving others, and taking the Gospel to all peoples? If not, it’s high time to 
make some changes.

One challenge that may arise in prioritizing the Great Commission is figuring out a 
strategy or direction to go based on where things currently stand. You may be wondering if 
there is someone or something out there to help. That’s where mobilization comes in.

As the Director of Mobilization for BMA Global, I am a resource that exists to help you 
personally and organizationally to be more intentional and involved in the Great Commis-
sion. “Mobilization” is the act of assisting and facilitating a collective movement toward a 
common cause. In mobilization there are three ways to increase impact of a movement; fo-
cusing the efforts and resources, increasing overall involvement, and coordinating smaller 
groups with a similar focus to work together as a larger movement.

I’ve been an Arkansan for 20 years now, but I was raised in northern Iowa. That being 

said, I grew up with snow being a regular part of life so I’ll explain how mobilization can 
increase the impact of a movement using snowfall as a metaphor.

If a storm drops an inch of snow along its path, there would be no impact for folks 
where I grew up. However, if somehow all of that snow funneled down to fall on one small 
town, there would be a substantial loss of life and property. Or, if instead of an inch of 
snow, the accumulated snow along the path increased to two feet, there would collectively 
be a similar loss of life and property as the previous example, but the impact would be 
spread out over the path of the storm. A storm’s impact can be increased if the same volume 
of snow is focused on a small target. It can also increase the impact by simply increasing 
the amount of snow on its current path. Either of those scenarios combined with multiple 
snow storms coming through and hitting the same area within a week would compound 
the impact with each additional storm that comes through.

Mobilization can increase our Great Commission impact in those same ways: focus-
ing our efforts, increasing our involvement, and coordinating with others who have similar 
strategies. I desire to be a helpful resource for people, churches, and ministries in the 
BMAA by assisting them in those three ways to maximize their impact in the Great Com-
mission as they Send, Go, Sustain, and Welcome.

Is it time to make some changes to better reflect God’s purposes? Do you want to level 
up your involvement, focus, or collaboration? I’m here to help, so contact me today at 
sean@bmaglobal.org.
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Short-term Missions with Long-term Goals
By Angela Rice
Director of Short-term Missions
bmaglobal.org

Have you e Short-term trips are intentional journeys to serve with a 
missionary and provide assistance in a project or ministry, serve the local 
church, share the gospel, build relationships, and foster cross-cultural 

more impacted than the ones they go to serve. God uses short-term trips to open the 

For BMA Global, short-term missions include Volunteer Student Missions, Baptist 
Medical Missions International, a shoebox trip, or a church trip. Short-term missions 

term missions, our goal is to foster a love for missions in every person that visits our 

are learned stay with you, calling you to be a part of long-term missions in some way. We 
pray for long-term missionaries to be called from short term trips, and they are.  Most of 

missionary about how they were 
called into missions, many will tell 
you of a time when they served for 
a couple of weeks, and during that 
time, God began calling them to 
give their life fully to missions. But 
God does not call all of us to go; He 
calls some of us to send.  

Our missionaries in Romania 
are great examples of this. Bryan 
Risner stepped up as a youth pastor 
to serve as a VSM leader so that 
one of his students could go on a 

trip to begin calling his family to 
Romania, and each year as he led 
the VSM trip to Romania, that 
calling became stronger to him and 

moved to Romania accompanied 
by a short-term team.  Bryan and 
Pam have been faithfully serving 
the Lord in Romania now for 

three church plants and are always 
looking for the next thing God has 
for them.  

to send missionaries to share God’s 
story, make disciples, and plant 
churches that multiply among the 
nations. So, short-term missions 
come alongside a missionary as 
a support system. With VSM, we 
usually go and do service projects, 
Vacation Bible Schools, and other 
things that will assist in bringing 
new people to the church to meet 

the pastor and the members serving in a community.  BMMI sets up a medical clinic, just 
for the purpose of making the missionary known in the community.  We want to open 
doors that will help our missionaries get to know more people.

If you would like to be involved in short-term missions, there are many ways to do 
that.

• First, pray. We would love for everyone to be praying over our teams that are
traveling during the summer: we have nine VSM teams, a BMMI team, and
several church teams.

• Second, go. If you would like to go on a short-term trip, reach out to me at
angela@bmaglobal.org and I will talk to you about what type of trip is best for you.
I promise, you will not regret taking time to serve with our missionaries around
the world. We have the very best!

•
can do that at bmaglobal.org. Because of our generous supporters, we are able to
provide short-term mission trips each year.
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By Emily Brantley
Lifeword
lifeword.org

Lifeword Ministries Around the World

Africa: Amidst political unrest, economic instability, and health crises that 
are found in various countries in Africa, Lifeword’s partners are working 
diligently to spread the gospel and hope of Jesus. Our partners in Burkina 
Faso, Ghana, Liberia, Nigeria, and Zambia are regularly reporting the 

salvation of souls and the growth of their churches through Lifeword’s partnership and 
broadcasting efforts in their countries. In a continent where there are over 3,000 languages 
spoken, it is vital that we have partners who are seeking to present the gospel in as many of 
these languages as they can. We currently have Lifeword broadcasts in 161 languages, and 
over half of those are languages spoken in Africa.

Americas: In North America, Lifeword is working on the development of an app 
for FOLLOW, our new online discipleship portal. In addition, we have begun the process 
of translating FOLLOW into Spanish. With Spanish being the second most common 
language spoken in the world, we know that FOLLOW will make an impact in these 
communities around the world. We are also preparing for this year’s Lifeword Sunday on 
October 20th. We are praying that the Lord will provide the resources we need to continue 
carrying out His mission around the world. In Central and South America, our Lifeword 
partners are preparing for a new online-streaming TV station to go live this summer 
with 100% Lifeword video programming. There is also a new theology program being 
produced for Central and South America and steps are being taken to produce content in 5 
languages in Bolivia (Chimán, Sirionó, Mojeño, Yucares, and Yukises). 

Asia: In Asia Pacific, Lifeword Regional Coordinator Pete Etabag reports that team 
members are being trained in using streaming services, like Streamyard, to do live shows 
and more online programming. Our Asia Pacific Lifeword Team Member in Myanmar 
regularly reports positive engagements on his video programming from Muslim and 
Buddhist listeners in his area. In the Middle East, our Lifeword Regional Coordinator Joe 
Costa asks for prayers as their team is working to update their studio in the hopes of being 
able to produce more content and reach more lost individuals in their area. 

Europe: Lifeword Regional Coordinator Bogdon Bilav reports new initiatives being 
started on TikTok to reach the German speaking community. They are continuing their 
efforts to reach the Gypsy community, the Romanian speaking community, the Hungarian 
speaking community, and the French speaking community in Europe. 

Among the 100+ partners that Lifeword has around the globe and our US team, 
efforts are being made daily to share the gospel with the world through radio, internet, 
digital print, and various ministries. We are currently broadcasting in 161 languages, 
with a goal to add 4-6 more languages before the end of the year. Over 2 billion people 
in the world have the ability to hear Lifeword broadcasting every day. Would you join us 
in praying for our partners around the world? Please pray that their ministries in their 
various countries and cultures will be blessed and that many will come to know Christ 
because of them and Lifeword Media Ministries.
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A new club is coming to Jacksonville College (JC) next 
month. Focused on gaming, the new Esports Club will allow 
JC students to compete in intercollegiate esports. Playing as 
individuals or on teams as large as five players, members of 
the JC Esports Club will be able to compete with other junior 
colleges in several video games. 

After years of playing esports, JC alumnus Jayden King 
offered to sponsor a new esports club at the college. He 
has been hard at work encouraging students to come to 
the college and play esports. The new club should begin 
competitive play in September. 

Meanwhile the IT Department led by Chris Hultberg 
has been locating great deals on equipment to create a new 
esports lab. Thanks to his efforts, the new gaming facility is 
being established for very little cost. 

Scholarships are available for members of the JC Esports 
Club. Interested individuals can apply at jacksonvillecollege.

edu, call 903-586-2518, or email Jayden King at jking@
jacksonvillecollege.edu

At Jacksonville College one of our goals is to prepare 
future bivocational pastors who have skills to earn a living 
in the marketplace while serving in a church. The college 
has traditionally focused on academic preparation for further 
college study instead of vocational training for specific jobs 
and certifications. We have been looking for ways to bring 
together academic and vocational training to benefit our 
students. 

Beginning this fall, JC alumnus Danny Morris is 
establishing a new course of study that will enable students 
to learn the fundamentals of computer programming while 
also getting the hands-on preparation to pass Information 
Technology (IT) certifications that qualify them for jobs in IT. 
These courses will help several kinds of students: 

•	 This provides the academic fundamentals for those who 
want to pursue bachelor degrees in IT or Computer 
Science while also giving them the skills to begin 
working in IT as they continue their education. 

•	 It enables students pursuing degrees in other fields to 

obtain a good-paying job to help them financially while 
they pursue their ultimate career path. 

•	 For those intending to pursue bivocational ministry, it 
gives them the foundation for a career in IT that they 
can pursue in whatever location God calls them to 
minister. 

•	 For individuals interested in pursuing jobs in IT, it 
prepares them for certification and the opportunity to 
begin working as soon as possible. 

Individuals interested in studying IT at Jacksonville 
College can apply at jacksonvillecollege.edu or call 903-586-
2518.

Esports Club starts at Jacksonville College

David Erickson is the president of Jacksonville 
College. Contact him at 105 B.J. Albritton Drive, 
Jacksonville, Texas 75766, 903-586-2518 or 
president@jacksonvillecollege.edu

By DAVID ERICKSON, Ph.D.

Jacksonville College starting vocational training
By DAVID ERICKSON, Ph.D.

BMA Texas Missions cont.

Heith Mitchell is the director of BMA of Texas Missions. 
Contact him at P.O. Box 73, Waxahachie, Texas 75168, 
972-923-0757 or hmitchell@bmatexas.org. For more 
information, visit www.bmatexasmissions.org.

▲ Timothy Alba 

▲ Kyle Cheatham

children's church. The hotel we are using is not convenient 
for us and the place we found requires us to pay for at least 
one year. We are grateful for the BMA churches and are 
trusting that we will be supported in moving into a new space 
for our church plant.

In addition, I am preparing to visit Nigeria in October 
both to visit family, do campus missions and strengthen 
new church plants in Nigeria. We are calling on churches to 
support the work we do in Nigeria, and support the upcoming 
outreach through giving. We need donations of shoes, 
clothing and other items that we can take to Nigeria on this 
mission. If anyone or any group is interested in joining this 
mission trip to Nigeria, you are welcome.

Prayer Needs:
Please pray for the upcoming mission trip to Nigeria and 

that God will send us help and resources to be able to rent a 
new space for the use of the church.

KYLE CHEATHAM—
GRACE CHURCH JARRELL MISSION    
KYLE@GRACEJARRELL.COM

God recent ly  led  two 
families into our process for 
church membership. While 
having gospel-clarifying 
conversations with each of 
them, one adult needed and 
chose to soon be baptized and 
all four adults are continuing 
forward and will be voted in, 
Lord willing, at our next Member Meeting!

Prayer Needs:
Please pray that God will give me clarity as I seek to 

finalize some discipleship that will help potential elders grow 
into readiness and some that will help disciples grow into 
disciple-makers.

 
TIM ALBA—
THE BRIDGE MISSION IN SEAGOVILLE   
TIMALBA1986@GMAIL.COM

It has been really exciting 
this month so far. We had 
two big events this past 
weekend. Both a men's event 
and a women's event. Each 
event produced salvations and 
new families coming to our 
church. Our men's event was 
bigger this time around. We 
took the men out to Tyler to shoot and fish with a message 
from God's Word and barbecue. We made some amazing 
connections and saw men receive Jesus. We are continuing to 
walk the streets and are fervently sharing the Gospel with the 
lost. It has been amazing!

Prayer Needs:
Pray for me specifically that God continues to give me 

strength. 
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In 2023, over 14,000 Everlasting Smiles Christmas 
shoeboxes were sent to three different countries–this is the 
largest year for shoeboxes since I began working for BMA 
Global! The shoebox ministry strives to bring joy to a child, 
but more than that, we want to share eternal joy through 
knowing Jesus Christ. The small shoebox gift is a way to 
invite and encourage children to come to church and, many 
times, families will also join in the activities centered around 
the giving of a gift from the States. 

At each shoebox event, the gospel is shared, some hearing 
this message for the first time. Each child will also receive 
a Bible in their heart language. This small gift that we 
pack with such ease here in the States will be a treasured 
memory for many years to come, and with that memory, the 
hope of Jesus. This year, our shoeboxes will go to Nigeria 
and Guatemala, the primary language of these countries 
being English and Spanish, respectively. Our goal this year 
is 14,000 shoeboxes, and this will completely fill our two 
containers. 

It’s not too late to get involved. For more information on 
what to pack, where to drop off, and how to print posters, 
visit bmamissions.org/christmas-shoeboxes.

If you would like to make a donation to Everlasting 
Smiles, send your donation to P.O. Box 878, Conway, AR 
72033, and our team of volunteers will pack your boxes 
for you.  For $20 we can pack a box that includes the box, 
wrapping, supplies, toys, Bible, and shipping. 

If you have any questions, please reach out to me at 
angela@bmaglobal.org or call 214-498-3041.

Everlasting Smiles 2024
By ANGELA RICE
Coordinator of Short-term Missions

Join us to celebrate the 90th Anniversary of Rose Hill 
Baptist Church in Mineola, Texas!   Homecoming Services 
will begin at 10 a.m. (no Sunday school) July 21, 2024. It 
will be a day to “Remember the Past and Look to the Future.” 
Come for a time of praise,  worship and thanksgiving. Stay 
for lunch and fellowship. We are excited to have Adam 
McMahon and the Rose Hill worship team leading the music 
and Pastor Ben Graves bringing the Word  of God. We are 
located at 1420 CR 2460, Mineola. We can’t wait to see you 
on Sunday, July 21!

By JEANETTE CASTLEBERRY
Rose Hill, Mineola

Rose Hill, Mineola 
to celebrate 
homecoming

BMA Financial  and BMA America Information 
Services are partnering on the second BMA Salary and 
Benefits Survey. The purpose of the electronic survey is 
to provide churches with benchmark data to inform and 
assist in the establishment and maintenance of viable 
compensation packages for their pastor and staff. 

The data resulting from the study will be made 
available with respect for the autonomy of each local 
church, but we hope the information will provide an 
objective resource in considering appropriate staff 
compensation. 

The survey is designed to be completed by all church 
staff  personnel and is  completely anonymous.  An 
email was sent to all pastors and staff in our database 
May 30. If you did not receive an email and would 
like to participate, please go to bmafinancial.org and 
complete the survey online. For questions about the 
study call 1-844-262-8637 or email Ryan Johnson, chief 
development officer, ryan@bmaamerica.org. 

2024 BMA Salary 
and Benefits 
Survey
By RYAN JOHNSON
BMA Financial Chief Development Officer

Last October, The Master’s Builders went down to Brookeland 
to help with building inside a 5,000 square feet multipurpose 
building. The Builders returned again this month to continue helping 
this church with finishing the building. The building is a beautiful 
metal building with rooms on one end and an open gym area on 
the other. The open end can be used for basketball, volleyball and 
all kinds of community events. The framing of the rooms on one 
end were done last fall, and The Master’s Builders were needed to 
help. Smart siding was also installed in the restrooms, kitchen, youth 
room, prophet’s chamber and a storage room.

It was such a pleasure to have the painters working alongside us 
painting the siding as we hung it. After the painters finished painting 
the siding, our men put up darker trim boards around the interior 
of the building. It turned out beautifully! This building has been a 
work in progress for a few years and a vision of the church for many 
years. Praise God for answered prayer!

There were seven recreational vehicles and one tent (even in 
the hot weather) at this job site, with eight men and five women in 
attendance. This is job #190 for The Master’s Builders. 

When we arrived in Brookeland,  it was like a family reunion 
as we fellowshipped together and recalled our time together 
last fall. Friendships in Christ were strengthened and some new 
friendships were made. Thank you to Pastor Jerry Gilbert and his 
wife, Tammy, for all the work and love they are putting into this 
church family and this community. It is hard to keep up with them 

as they are always up and on 
the go. The whole body of 
believers at Brookeland are so 
loving and giving. Thank you 
to each one who made our time 
there special. Thank you to all 
the men from the church who 
came to work alongside our 
men, and a special thanks to 
Shane Donahoe, who took his 
precious vacation time to help with this work for a week. Thank you 
to Bro. Don and his wife, who made sure we had ice every day for 
our water and Gatorade. Thank you to Bro. Billy Ross Donahoe, 
and wife, Bulah, for their love of this church family and community. 
Thank you to all the ladies who provided our delicious meals for 
the past two weeks and the extra surprises they blessed us with 
along the way. It is hard to fully describe to others the blessings The 
Master’s Builders receive at these jobs as we try to serve the Lord. 
All we can say is God is so good!

Follow us and like us on Facebook at “The Master’s Builders” 
(arbor logo). Many say they look forward to seeing where we are 
and what we are doing. Thank you for your prayers for us. If you 
have questions or if your church has building needs, please contact 
Mike Green at 972-935-3877, David Axe at 903-918-0729, or 
Eddie Sikes at 479-462-1675.

The Master’s Builders return to Brookeland
By NELDA MALONE
The Master’s Builders Reporter
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It may be because I was a school teacher, and school 
supplies speak to my soul, but new crayons hold a special 
place in my heart. All the paper still wrapped tightly, sharp 
pointy tips, none broken, perfection in the crayon world. 
Recently I needed some crayons for Vacation Bible School. I 
went to my stash and found four boxes, two new and two old. 
I reasoned with myself that after being retired for two years, 
and having no one at home who colors, it would be really 
nice to let the VBS kids use the new crayons. I did it. I took 
them the church, spread them out on the floor and let kids use 
my perfect crayons. I really don’t think it mattered to them, 
but I felt proud of myself for letting go of this crazy hangup.

But I got to thinking about God. He doesn’t want perfect 
crayons (people). He doesn’t stash away the good ones just 
to look at them with admiration. No, God gathers the broken 
crayons of this world and puts them to use. I love these two 
verses in Psalm: 147:3, “He heals the brokenhearted and 
binds up their wounds.” Psalm 34:18 says, “The LORD is 
close to the brokenhearted and saves those who are crushed 
in Spirit.”

Think of all the stories we know about Jesus from the 
Gospels. We see him being drawn to the broken: Zaccheaus 
(the sinners), lepers (the outcasts), Mary Magdalene (those 
who seem hopeless), the disciples (uneducated, flawed 
people). If you think you are too broken to be used, just read 
the Bible. You will be hard pressed to find a story where 
God selected the best and the brightest to carry out his work. 
Look at the lives of Abraham, Issac and Jacob. I have often 
wondered, “Is that the best God could do for the founders 
of His people?” But don’t their lives 
serve as a great reminder of the power 
of God? 2 Corinthians 12:9 says, “But 
he said to me, ‘My grace is sufficient 
for you, for my power is made perfect 
in weakness…’” Those words were 
written by Paul, the guy who would 
have thought he was the most broken 
crayon in the box, yet God used him in 
great and mighty ways.

Let’s not limit God’s power because 
of what we see as brokenness. Let’s 
put our crayons on the table and allow 
Him to work. He just might create 
a masterpiece. Even if he uses your 
crayon to create a stick figure drawing 
it is a masterpiece in His eyes, if you 
allow Him to use you for His purpose. 
Phi l ippians  1:6  says ,  “…being 
confident of this, that He who began a 
good work in you will complete it until 
the day of Jesus Christ.”

F R O M  Y O U R  P R O J E C T 
PROMOTER, VONDA GRUN:

JBC Buckner Chapel needs a new 
AC and roof. Our goal is $25,000. 

Fundraising idea: Did you know 
mini M&M tubes hold $10 in quarters?

Challenge: Fill one M&M tube a 
month and donate $120 a year; Bonus 
– you get to eat the M&Ms!

Send funds to Texas WMA, 413 Junell, Sulphur 
Springs, Texas 75482

IMPORTANT DATES:
July 19-20:  Texas Ladies’ Retreat 

– Broken Crayons Still Color, Northside 
Baptist Church, Conroe, Texas. 

September 15: Deadline for nominations 
for state project. Find submission forms on 
the Texas WMA website.

FOR MORE INFORMATION:
Visit our website at TexasWMA.com or follow us on 

Facebook: Texas WMA.
Scan the QR code to link directly to the website to access 

forms or for more information.
Texas WMA has a new e-mail address: txwmainfo@

gmail.com

SUPPORT OUR PROJECTS
State WMA: Jacksonville College chapel – new AC and 

roof. Goal $25,000.
State GMA: Repair of Daniel Springs tabernacles.
State Sunbeams: Larry and Tammy Wood. Goal $2,024.

BOOK RECOMMENDATIONS:
Chance on Love series by Jackie Ricks
Profiles of Virtue by Jackie Ricks

By CINDY ALLEN
Texas WMA President

Broken Crayons
RE:CHARGE (CONFERENCE FOR PASTORS AND CHURCH STAFF)
DATE: October 1-3, 2024
PLACE: Calvary Baptist Church, Fayetteville, Arkansas

CELEBRATION (CONFERENCE FOR ADULTS)
DATE: November 12-14, 2024
PLACE: Chateau on the Lake, Branson, Missouri
 
BMA OF TEXAS ANNUAL MEETING
DATE: Nov. 18-19, 2024
PLACE: Jacksonville, Texas

AVAILABLE MINISTRY POSITIONS
PASTOR—Calvary, Fairfield is seeking a full time pastor. Email 
resume to marvinmullen@yahoo.com or mail to 191 PR 515, Fairfield, 
Texas 75840. For more information contact Marvin Mullen at 903-
644-5828. 8/24

WORSHIP LEADER—Beacon, Bryan is seeking a part-time worship 
leader. This person will work with the pastor and worship team to 
lead the congregation in worship on Sunday mornings. Send resume 
to jobs@beaconbryan.com. 7/24

PASTOR—Old Bethel, Canton is seeking a bivocational pastor. Email 
resumes to OBBCResume@proton.me. TFN

YOUTH/MUSIC MINISTRY LEADER—First, Palmer is seeking a 
person to lead their youth and music ministries. If interested, email 
Pastor Gary Southard at pastor@fbcpalmer.org. TFN

PASTOR—Bethel, Clayton is seeking a pastor. Send resume to Joe 
Ogden, 563 CR183, Carthage, Texas 75633 or call 903-692-0000. A 
parsonage is available for the pastor. The church is located at 160 
CR1521, Clayton. Jerry Phillips is currently serving as interim pastor. 
TFN

TROY RICHARDSON is the new pastor of Mt. Pisgah, Mineola.

We are only 31% of the way to our goal!
Any offerings postmarked by Sept 30 will go toward the 

project.
Send donations to:
Texas WMA
413 Junell Dr
Sulphur Springs, TX 75482
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The Baptist Missionary Association Theological Seminary (BMATS) in Jacksonville announces a vacancy in the 
office of president of the seminary. The president is the chief executive officer under the Board of Trustees and 
is charged with putting into effect its policies and regulations, keeping the trustees informed and appraised of 
the status of the seminary and its program, participating in trustee and committee meetings, and keeping the 
Board advised of the fiscal status of the seminary. The president is also tasked with general administration of 
the seminary, including the responsibility for developing and maintaining services and programs necessary to 
operate the seminary, coordinating internal management for efficiency, quality control, and accountability, as 
well as acting as chief personnel administrator.

Qualifications:
1. The next president of BMATS should demonstrate a strong dedication to biblical and doctrinal fidelity in 
alignment with the Baptist Missionary Association of America Statement of Faith and historical Associational 
Baptist ecclesiology.
2. Upon assuming the duties of the office, the president must be a member of a church affiliated with Baptist 
Missionary Association of America.
3. The applicant must have spiritual characteristics and sufficient knowledge of Christian Education to be able 
to relate effectively to faculty and students, the churches and pastors of the BMAA, as well as governmental and 
other educational entities.
 
All those who meet the qualifications and would like to be considered for this position are encouraged to send 
a letter of interest and complete resume to:

BMATS Presidential Search Committee
c/o Dr. Clif Johnson, Chairman

Garrett Memorial Baptist Church
1 Genesis Dr.

Hope, AR 71801
clif.johnson@bmats.edu

 

The deadline for submissions is August, 1, 2024. 

SEMINARY PRESIDENT


