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ANNUAL MISSIONARY RETREATAs a warm culture here in Southeast Asia, time is of little consequence. 

Quality time and friendships are prioritized over the scheduled, fast-
paced culture we are controlled by in the West. Personally, I generally 
prefer this slow, easy-going culture. The day is not determined by every 

task you must accomplish or by planning far ahead but by steadily gliding through each day 
wherever it may take you. Yet what good is this when we are pressed under the imminent 
return of Christ? As Mark 1:15 states, “The time has come,” he said. “The kingdom of God 
has come near. Repent and believe the good news!” This is an urgent call. Man should not 
take his time responding to this kind of call. 

In our predominantly Hindu country, every household awakens early to begin the 
daily religious rituals. They light candles, burn incense, ring bells, and blow into their 
shelled horns to awaken their millions of gods and ask them to bless their homes. How can 
one convince a nation of people that believes all gods are one, that only one God exists? 

How can we convince them that they must repent of their sin? How can we explain to them 
that they are indeed a sinner in need of repentance? Our prayer is that this nation would 
awaken to the urgency of their spiritual condition and ensure their futures are settled in 
Christ. A task only the Holy Spirit can do. 

However, as the hands and feet of Christ, we are honored with the job to arise each day, 
go out into the streets, go out into the mountains, and seek people to share the truth and 
free gift of grace the Lord has for them. Graven images of wood and stone have no power 
to save. The demons hiding behind these masks are the true puppeteers and have used the 
impressionable minds of the people to enslave an entire country to idolatry. Our command 
is simple, but the execution is difficult. 

A man was recently asked, “Do you know what sin is?”
“Sin is the bad things we do,” he replied confidently, something not everyone in this 

country often has an answer to. 
Once more, he was asked, “And where do you 

go if you sin or do bad things?” 
“Sinful people go to hell and perfect people go 

to heaven,” he retorted. 
“But is this not bad news for you and I? I am 

a sinner and you are a sinner. I am certainly not 
perfect. I don’t know anyone who is . . . !” 

This man’s replies were very much the same 
as everyone else we have asked. They understand 
the concept of sin and doing wrong but not how it 
applies to them or how it applies to the eternally 
Holy God they have sinned against. What rings as 
truth in their ears falls dead before it reaches their 
hearts.

Please pray for our ministry, pray for the lost, 
pray that Jesus would intercede on behalf of our 
friends and draw them into the Father’s fold of 
grace. 

Pray that we might not be harmed by the dark 
and evil forces of the devil in this country. 

Pray that we might equip ourselves each day 
for battle and remain victorious in Christ.

Pray that the people of this country would not 
tarry in making the choice to repent. 

Pray that they would hastily take hold of this 
offer of salvation and cleave to it earnestly until 
the second coming of our Lord. 

A Warm Divide, A Slow Answer
By Miriam
Creative Access Missionary in the Himalayas
bmaglobal.org
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The trustee board of Jacksonville College 
met on campus July 7 and named Dr. David 
Erickson as the new president of the college. 
He was the unanimous nomination of the 
executive search team.

Erickson is a native of Missouri and 
his family has been in the BMA since its 
founding. His great-grandmother was a 
graduate of Missionary Baptist College in 
Sheridan, Arkansas (which closed in the 
Great Depression). His great-grandfather, 
Lester Venable, was a longtime BMA pastor 
in northwest Louisiana. 

The new president told Baptist Progress, 
“As a young woman, my grandmother was 
present at the 1950 organizational meeting of what is now the BMAA.” 

He continued, “I grew up in a small Baptist church in Missouri. It's 
where I learned to love Jesus and love God's people. I've spent nearly my 
whole life working and serving in typically-sized Baptist churches.”

Erickson is a graduate of Central Baptist College in Conway, has 
a Master of Divinity degree from BMA Theological Seminary in 
Jacksonville, and received a PhD in Baptist Studies from Southwestern 
Baptist Theological Seminary in Fort Worth. For the last 14 years, he 
has served as a professor of Theological-Historical Studies at BMA 
Theological Seminary. Erickson also served the seminary for eight 
years as associate dean of the seminary as is completing his eighth year 
as a trustee of Texas Baptist Home for Children, including four as the 
chairman of the board. He was ordained to the Gospel Ministry by Craft 
Baptist Church in Jacksonville and is a former pastor of Blackjack Baptist 
Church in Troup.

Erickson first met his wife, Amanda, on the campus of Jacksonville 
College while he was attending seminary and she was an admissions 
counselor for the college. They have been married for 18 years and have 
two sons: Ezra and Elijah. The Ericksons are the founders of Flourishing 
Homes & Families, a teaching ministry to assist parents in living a 
Jesus-centered faith as a family. They are members of Cornerstone 
Baptist Church in Jacksonville and reside in rural Cherokee County near 
Jacksonville.

When asked what his vision was for Jacksonville College, Erickson 
shared, “My vision is for Jacksonville College to serve God's kingdom 
and Christ's churches with Christ-centered teaching and training that 
prepares the next generation of leaders and servants who will live and 
proclaim the gospel across Texas and around the world.”

He said that he would be looking to do a few things in the immediate 
term including connecting with the college’s alumni. Erickson 
acknowledged that there are so many supportive and dedicated alumni 
who value Jacksonville College and want it to succeed.

The new president mentioned that another goal is to revitalize the 

college’s relationship with the churches. He said, “For 124 years the 
churches of the BMA of Texas have supported Jacksonville College and 
their ongoing support is essential to securing its future.”

Erickson also aims to build deeper relationships with the Jacksonville 
community, area churches, businesses and families. He noted that many 
have invested greatly in the college and their continued investment will 
help the college move forward.

Finding new partners in God's kingdom that will move the college 
forward is also on the president’s list of things to do. “Whether renewing 
existing partnerships or creating new partnerships, I believe the path 
forward will be working together in the Kingdom,” Erickson said.

Finally, he said that he wants to encourage the faculty, staff and 
students. He stated, “I am joining a faithful and dedicated team at 
Jacksonville College and my goal is to support and encourage them in the 
great work they are already doing.”

Erickson will officially assume his duties as president of Jacksonville 
College July 31. The college will be celebrating its 125th anniversary next 
year.

Note: Charles Johnson, Jacksonville College trustee, contributed to this 
article.

Erickson elected as Jacksonville College president

▲ Dr. David Erickson

▲ David and Amanda Erickson
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It’s Anniversary Offering Month

Clif Johnson

Led by Dr. Clif Johnson, pastor of Garrett Memorial Baptist Church in Hope, Arkansas

The Preaching Lab workshop will cover tips on how to uncover the structure, context and theme of a 
scripture passage, along with necessary ingredients for building a sermon. This workshop will help you 
become a better expository preacher of God’s Word.

DATE & TIME: August 10, 2023, 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. with lunch included 
PLACE: BMA of Texas Building, 632 Farley Street, Waxahachie 
REGISTRATION FEE: Free

The Preaching Lab

Register at baptistprogress.org>Resource>Ministry Connection Workshops

Thank you to the churches, groups and individuals who have 
mailed in contributions for our Anniversary Offering. We still have a 
way to go to reach our goal of $10,000. Each year, Baptist Progress 
requests contributions from churches, groups and individuals for our 
Anniversary Offering that helps our ministry meet our budgetary 
needs. The request is $1 in recognition and celebration of each year 

of ministry Baptist Progress has provided. This year, churches, 
groups and individuals were asked to give $111 each. Thus far, we 
have received a little over $6,000, so we have about $4,000 to go. If 
your church or group has not yet mailed in $111 for our Anniversary 
Offering, please send contributions to: Baptist Progress, P.O. Box 
2085, Waxahachie, TX 75168.

TIME IS RUNNING OUT TO REGISTER FOR 
OUR NEXT MINISTRY CONNECTION WORKSHOP

LOCAL ASSOCIATION MEETINGS 
INFORMATION NEEDED

Baptist Progress requests the meeting place, date and 
time of every local association meeting. Please email the 

information to editor@baptistprogress.org.
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3…2…1…
As the countdown ended, the doors opened and 1,500 

students rushed in to grab a seat for the first session of 
SOAR ’23. This year’s conference hosted five speakers, 
Chris Vines, Stephen Castleberry, Nathan Brewer, Jeremy 
Hambrice and Drew Cline, all with messages centered on the 
theme “Devoted.” With 72 churches represented, these young 
people learned about what it means to be devoted to God’s 
Word, God’s Church, God’s Mission, to Jesus Himself, and 
what it looks like when that devotion is derailed. 

But what happens when they walk out of those doors? 
The impact this conference has on students is why it 

just celebrated it’s 33rd year. Many people I spoke with 
(missionaries, church planters, speakers, youth pastors, 
SOAR staffers) live in various states, have different jobs, but 
they have a common bond with one another: SOAR changed 
their life and it continues today. God moves in the midst of 
this conference. We saw students eager to sign up for short-
term mission trips, others coming to the altar because they 
felt God calling them to be in ministry full-time, and even 
more recognizing their need to be more devoted to Christ.

SOAR is a spark that ignites a fire within these students. 
For three days, they are surrounded by their peers and see 
something different than what they see back home—hundreds 
of kids their age having a great time, laughing, singing, hands 
raised in praise, arms around one another praying and all for 
the glory of God. The world speaks lies into their life every 
day about what is normal or cool, but at SOAR, they see, 
hear, and live out the truth of God’s Word. When it is all said 
and done, they load the buses, the vans, make a stop at Buc-
ee’s and head home. 

And that is where we come in. 

These students are on fire to share about Jesus, to learn, 
to tell others and to get involved. It is our job in the local 
church to fan the flame. What do I mean? Come alongside 
that student and disciple them. Teach them about the Word of 
God, how to follow Christ, and how to share it with others. 

As Jeremy Hambrice shared in Session 4, “You cannot 
be devoted to the person of Jesus without being devoted to 
the purpose of Jesus.” He gave the Great Commission in 
Matthew 28:18-20, “And Jesus came and spake unto them, 
saying, “All power is given unto me in heaven and in earth. 
Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the 
name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: 
Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have 
commanded you: and, lo, I am with you always, even unto 
the end of the world. Amen.”

Go and make disciples. Ready or not, here they come.

Ready or not, here they come!
By YALANDA MERRELL
Lifeword

There are plenty of factors that go into choosing the building for your 
needs. A list of items to consider before building are below:

1.	ELECT A BUILDING COMMITTEE
The building committee ensures that the goals of the new church 
construction align with the church’s vision and mission statements. 
The church building committee takes responsibility for establishing the 
budget, and hiring of the architect, contractor, builder or design-build 
team. It is imperative that the committee regularly communicate the 
progress of the new church construction to the congregation. A monthly 
update from the committee would probably be best.

2.	DETERMINE THE GOALS FOR YOUR NEW CHURCH 
BUILDING
The success of a church building project requires the congregation to 
identify the specific goals for the new building. Polling church members 
as to what they feel the current church space lacks is a good idea. 
Understanding what is missing in the existing building space helps the 
building committee establish the goals for the new facility.

3.	SETTING THE BUDGET FOR YOUR CHURCH BUILDING 
PROJECT
The church building committee must establish a realistic total budget for 
a church building project. The cost of future operations and maintenance 
should also be considered.

4.	NEW CHURCH BUILDING DESIGN IDEAS
Many new churches are smaller buildings that serve the immediate 
neighborhood and community. Also, new church designs include more 
indoor and outdoor community spaces where people can connect 
between services; connections that encourage people to take part in the 
church community.

5.	SECURITY CONCERNS WITH NEW CHURCH 
CONSTRUCTION
In light of recent church shootings and other attacks, including security 
considerations in your new construction design is essential. The church 
building design should include defensive strategies to protect the church 
members, pastor, church staff, and worship teams, in the event of an 
attack.

6.	CHOOSING WHERE YOUR BUILDING WILL BE ERECTED
Church leaders can often get overwhelmed when searching for the 
perfect site for their new church. Several principles for evaluating and 
comparing potential locations include location, adaptability, parking and 
price are important things to consider.

7.	RESEARCH BUILDING AND ZONING CODES FOR THE 
NEW CHURCH BUILDING SITE
Before selecting a building site for your new church construction project, 
always check the zoning codes, building codes and street and utility 
requirements. If your church is ready to secure a loan with the Baptist 
Missionary Loan Association, download an application from our website 
(bmla.org) and email it to jerry@bmatexas.org or mail it to BMLA, P.O. Box 
425, Waxahachie, Texas 75168. More information about the loan process 
can be found on our website, or you are always welcome to give us a call 
at 972-923-0758.

By JERRY FULTON

Facts for your church to 
consider before building

Jerry Fulton is the director of the Baptist Missionary Loan 
Association. Contact him P.O. Box 425, Waxahachie, 
Texas 75168, 972-923-0758 or jerry@bmatexas.org. For 
more information, visit www.bmla.org.
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By JASON CURRY

Jason Curry is the president of the Texas Baptist 
Home for Children. Contact him at 629 Farley St, 
Waxahachie, Texas 75165, 972-937-1321 or jcurry@
tbhc.org. For more information, visit www.tbhc.org.

I’m just sayin’

An expression of everlasting love
Many of our friends choose to honor or remember a 
family member, a friend, or an associate with a gift for 
the children of the Baptist Home. Texas Baptist Home for 
Children, in turn, notifies the appropriate person. Listed 
in capital letters are those honored or remembered from 
June 1-30, 2023.

ENDOWMENTS
E. ANN PACE: Martha & Karl Pace 

MYRA STOKES: Bill Stokes

HONORARIUMS
BRANDON CURRY: Donna & Peter Rossa 

REGINALD BROCKWELL: Jennifer Brockwell 

MEMORIALS
AGNES ALEXANDER: Arnold Alexander 

BETTY BERRY: Charles & Charlotte Johnson; Rosewood 
Baptist Church, Gilmer 

BILLY W. KEELING: Billy O. Keeling

CHARLES MITCHELL: Gay Mitchell

CHARLES THOMPSON: Timothy & Rhonda Thompson

CLAYTON HENSON: Jed & Glenice Whitaker

DORIS TUEL: Charles & Charlotte Johnson; James 
Murphy

EDDIE BYRD: Darinda Medcalf 

EDDIE DUGGER: Jed & Glenice Whitaker

JAYKOB DODD: Charles & Charlotte Johnson

JOHN WOLCOTT: Gay Mitchell

KAY WOLCOTT: Gay Mitchell

KEETA LYBRAND: William & Linda Dennis

LANELLE DAVIS: Jed & Glenice Whitaker

LINDA WATTS: Timothy & Rhonda Thompson

LOVITA OUIMET: James Ouimet

MARGARET FITTS: Temple Baptist Church, Mexia

MARY ROSE CAMPBELL: Charles & Charlotte Johnson

MISS VIVIAN BRASHEAR: Audra Easter 

MOODY POOL: Jed & Glenice Whitaker 

MORRIS " DOC" BRINKLEY: Charles & Charlotte Johnson

NINA WILSON: Westside Baptist Church, Nacogdoches 

TOMMY O. BLAKELY: Betty Blakely

TROY STOUT: Jed & Glenice Whitaker

VIRGINIA DEAN: Jed & Glenice Whitaker

Many days at TBHC are captured by the overarching need 
of caring for kids and ensuring their daily needs are met. 
My specific job is to work diligently to ensure that provision 
is never interrupted no matter how the world around us is 
changing. I am reminded of Jesus' Sermon on the Mount 
when we are taught how to pray simple words to ask of God 
for the provisions of the day. To say simply, "Give us this day 
our daily bread" (Matthew 6:11). It is so simple and for me at 
times so easily forgotten. 

There is nothing like relearning the same lesson from God 
again and again. That lesson is that God is the provider in life 
not me, not you. In my life, some of the great lessons I have 
learned have been during pain, uncertainty and loss. Many 
times, those experiences are what is growing my character for 
my Father's work He has prepared for me to do.  

Early on in my marriage one such lesson was taught. "I 
was providing" for my wife and I by working several jobs. 
One day God slowed me down with an illness. He showed me 
then and there that He provided for us, not me. Unfortunately, 
that lesson has been taught to me again and again. In the 
work for TBHC that lesson is relearned often as well. 

"Meet our needs Lord, our daily needs." As I said, He 
shows us His provision in the moment. I believe He chooses 

to provide for TBHC's needs by His people. He uses my 
gifts certainly, but as you know He uses your gifts to provide 
for TBHC's daily needs. He prompts you to know that the 
ministry is going to be in need. Many of our gifts have been 
sent in advance of the day that they are needed the most. As 
we close our fiscal year, we know that it is God using His 
people to provide for us not our own effort. Thank you all for 
your special gifts, plans to leave a legacy gift, your allotment 
in budget, and response at the Lord's prompting.  

I'm just sayin' Lord "Give us this day our daily bread"! 
Don't forget about our work in East TX. We still need to 

know if our churches are going to step up to care for children 
who need it the most! Follow the link for more information!

Don't forget about our podcast! 
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By HEITH MITCHELL

A word from your Missions Office
We are excited about three new missionaries starting this 

month.  All three of them have been equipped and sent out 
of BMA Churches.  

Brad Cauley is preparing to make disciples in Cedar 
Park. Brad is an elder at Antioch, Georgetown and is being 
sent out by them.

Lisandro Barrueta is making disciples in San Antonio. He 
was discipled in the ministry of Iglesia Bautista Misionera 
de San Antonio and pastor Cesar Leal. He has completed an 
internship there with the church.

 Shane Carter is preparing to make disciples in Lamesa. 
He has been discipled and has finished an internship at 
Oasis, Levelland.

I want to thank you for your care of your missionaries.  
They were able to enjoy the annual missionary retreat this 
month because of your continued faithfulness.  

We celebrated the organization and release of Mensajeros 
De La Verdad Iglesia Bautista in Bardwell. Pathway Baptist 
Church in Waxahachie has prepared and supported this 
church well. It was a wonderful day.

        

A word from your missionaries
JAIME GARCIA— 
IGLESIA BAUTISTA NUEVA VIDA MISSION IN GILMER 
JAIME.GARCIA2911@GMAIL.COM

Thank you for your prayers 
and for your collaboration in 
missionary work. Together 
we are doing this for love of 
the precious name of Jesus 
Christ. Blessings to all my 
beloved brethren.

Prayer Needs:
Praye r,  f o r  my  wi fe , 

Gloria, and my son, Isaac, that they always have the 
availability of workers, so that they see with their hearts.

CHRIS DRIVER— 
WEST TEXAS MULTIPLICATION NETWORK/
TEXAS MISSIONARY CARE  
CJDRIVER316@GMAIL.COM

Howdy from west Texas! 
Summer is crazy busy here 
on the South Plains but we 
are continuing to stay steady 
and strong here at Oasis. 
God continues to grow and 
challenge our people. We 
have had many conversations 
about baptism and will be 
having our third baptism celebration next month. It is 
awesome to see God calling our people to obedience. We 
will be gearing up for the start of our college ministry 
soon. Please pray about helping with supplying K-cups for 

our free coffee and Wi-Fi ministry to the college students 
starting in late August. Thank you again for all you do and 
for all your support. We love our BMAT family!

Prayer Needs:
Start up for college ministry
Open doors for the gospel
New connections in community and college

ISAIAS MARTINEZ—
CONROE MISSION   
ISAIASMJ1966@GMAIL.COM

Thank you BMA for all the 
love and care you have for 
your missionaries, allowing 
us to enjoy some time of 
fellowship and family rest at 
the church planter retreat.

Prayer Needs:
We pray that we may have 

a place of our own. 

HAITAO HE– 
FREE SALVATION BIBLE MISSION IN CORPUS CHRISTI   
HAITAO.HE@BMATS.EDU

Mission work is to share a 
word from God with people 
who do not know Him. Their 
gods or the things they value 
most are more important to 
them until they realize that 
they are sinners who need 
salvation. 

Prayer Needs:
Pray that the Holy Spirit will convict people of their 

sinful nature and Christ's forgiveness of sin can be 
witnessed by our thoughts and actions.

JAIME HENRIQUEZ– 
FUENTE DE VIDA ETERNA MISSION IN TOMBALL  
DAIRYJENY@YAHOO.COM

We are always grateful for 
all the spiritual and economic 
support that each church 
gives us. Thanks to you, we 
can carry out the work of God 
in this church. God continues 
to work in our midst. There 
are several recent converts 
being discipled and new 
visitors in whom the Word of the Lord has been sown. 
Young people and adults have sought reconciliation with 
God and are about to be part of the membership of the 
church. Yoao is a young man who has been visiting the 
church all this month. He is struggling to make the decision 
to give his life to Jesus and there are many things that need 
to be corrected. Pray for him, as well as for Jonaiquel and 

Victoria, who have begun their discipleship process.
Prayer Needs:
Pray for the salvation of Yoao and the spiritual growth of 

Jonaiquel and Victoria, a young woman who has just given 
her life to Jesus and has many serious personal problems. 

   
RUDY VILLAREAL– 
HOMETOWN CHURCH MISSION IN HELOTES   
RVILLARREAL1@GMAIL.COM

Please pray as we move 
forward to meeting regularly 
on Sundays and that the 
people involved will commit 
to our church.

Prayer Needs:
I have a tooth abscess that 

needs to be removed and have 
been on medication. Please 
pray that this goes well and that the bridge they put on stays. 
Pray that I get fully recovered quickly.

FIDEL TORRES– 
CRISTO VIVE MISSION IN DENTON   
FIDTOL@MSN.COM

The book of the Prophet 
Ezekiel gives us a different 
picture of what life was like 
for a slave. Ezekiel gives 
us his perspective on exile 
and he shows us that even in 
extremely difficult situations, 
he did not stop serving God. 
He always looked for a way 
for the slave people to remember God and depend on Him. 
Dependence on God is what allows us to do the unthinkable 
in situations impossible for us.

Prayer Needs:
Thank you for your many prayers in our move. God 

provided a lot. May God give us grace with our new 
neighbors and may we be able to contact many Hispanic 
neighbors who live in the area.

TIM ALBA– 
THE BRIDGE MISSION IN SEAGOVILLE   
TIMALBA1986@GMAIL.COM

It is interesting how during 
the toughest times you see 
God work through certain 
individuals. This has been 
the toughest month so far as 
we have had to encourage 
our members about their 
commitment to our church. 
We understand that people 
get busy but we encourage them to make God a priority, 

BMA TX MISSIONS continued on p. 14

▲ Jaime Garcia

▲ Chris Driver

▲ Isaias Martinez

▲ Haito He

▲ Jamie Henriquez

▲ Rudy Villareal

▲ Fidel Torres

▲ Timothy Alba 
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Five years ago, six church planting couples gathered at 
the BMA Texas Missions office for what was intended to be 
the first couples’ retreat and conference. We gave it the name 
“2gether” and our prayer was that it would not only bring 
the couples closer “2gether”, but that it might also bring us 
“2gether” as the missional arm of the BMA of Texas. Little 
did we know that a few days spent laughing, praying, playing 
games and diving into God’s Word “2gether” would become 
all that it has.

This year, from June 19-21, 30 church planting families 
converged on Galveston for the BMA Texas Missons Annual 
Church Planter Retreat. Thirty church plants, represented 
by 105 planters, wives and children from seven different 
countries came together from across the state of Texas to 
connect and to celebrate what God is doing in our great state.  

During the retreat, there was English and Spanish preaching, 
worship and prayer. There were times for fellowship and 
relationship building on the beach and by the pool. There 
was a time of deep connection over a group meal at Golden 
Corral. Heith Mitchell, director of BMA Texas Missions, gave 
great encouragement and challenge from God’s Word and an 
update on the state of the missions department and what God 
has done in and through the missionaries over the past year. 

But the highlight of the retreat was being able to close with 
a ceremony honoring and celebrating two of our churches 
who completed the church planting process this past year: 
Kingdom Chapel in Saginaw and Cross-Work Church in 
Tahoka. During the ceremony, Todd West, BMA Pastor 
Connections coordinator, brought all the planters forward and 
reminded them of all the markers that must be reached on the 
church planting journey and how every one of the planters 
was on that road somewhere, even the two planters who were 
coming off support but continuing the journey by beginning 
the process all over as a sending church.  

It is easy to see that God is blessing and working in and 
through our church planters. God is using all the blessings, 
all the victories, all the sacrifices, all the struggles and all 
the work to create a church planting movement here in the 
BMA of Texas. It is a movement that is being defined by three 
simple words: One. Mission. Family. We are one, united and 
focused. We are on mission, committed to planting churches 
by making disciples. And we are a family, connected to Christ 
and to one another by all that we go through.  

Those three words are the very reason we have the retreat 
every year. But the retreat itself has become a critical part of 
making sure those three words remain true of the movement.  
When asked about the retreat, Chris Mindi, your Indian 
church planter in the greater Austin area, said, “Sarah and I 
loved the retreat! It was invaluable for our health. It gave us 
a brief time off from regular ministry. Thank you for thinking 
about that aspect of church planting. It was relaxing and 
refreshing for our spirit.” Mike Watt, your church planter in 
the west Texas town of Tahoka, said something similar. “This 
year, as I stood in the ocean, I looked around and almost every 
one of us was there playing and talking together. And then at 
dinner at Golden Corral, I had a moment of thinking this is 
what Heaven will be like—loved ones close with all nations 
and languages. Super cool!” Omar Pina, your Hispanic church 

planter in Dallas said, “We felt incredibly loved and served. 
Our hearts were full of joy for this amazing opportunity to be 
with such thriving teams advancing the Kingdom of God.”  

It is easy to see that this annual retreat is more than a 
vacation for your church planters. It is a yearly answer to the 
prayer we prayed five years ago that God would create more 
than a missional team. It is that answer to our prayer that 
God would create a missional family as we continue to come 
“2gether” to celebrate Him and His faithfulness!

So, on behalf of your BMAT missionaries, let me say 
“Thank you!” Thank you for the gift of your generosity. 
Thank you for the gift of your prayers. Thank you for the gift 
of your love. Thank you for the gift of a few days to relax, 
reconnect, recharge and refocus. And thank you for the gift of 
this yearly retreat where we can continue to come “2gether” 
and remember who we are: One. Mission. Family.

One. Misson. Family.
BMA Texas Missions family enjoy annual retreat
By CHRIS DRIVER
Baptist Progress Correspondent
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As a warm culture here in Southeast Asia, time is of little consequence. 
Quality time and friendships are prioritized over the scheduled, fast-
paced culture we are controlled by in the West. Personally, I generally 
prefer this slow, easy-going culture. The day is not determined by every 

task you must accomplish or by planning far ahead but by steadily gliding through each day 
wherever it may take you. Yet what good is this when we are pressed under the imminent 
return of Christ? As Mark 1:15 states, “The time has come,” he said. “The kingdom of God 
has come near. Repent and believe the good news!” This is an urgent call. Man should not 
take his time responding to this kind of call. 

In our predominantly Hindu country, every household awakens early to begin the 
daily religious rituals. They light candles, burn incense, ring bells, and blow into their 
shelled horns to awaken their millions of gods and ask them to bless their homes. How can 
one convince a nation of people that believes all gods are one, that only one God exists? 

How can we convince them that they must repent of their sin? How can we explain to them 
that they are indeed a sinner in need of repentance? Our prayer is that this nation would 
awaken to the urgency of their spiritual condition and ensure their futures are settled in 
Christ. A task only the Holy Spirit can do. 

However, as the hands and feet of Christ, we are honored with the job to arise each day, 
go out into the streets, go out into the mountains, and seek people to share the truth and 
free gift of grace the Lord has for them. Graven images of wood and stone have no power 
to save. The demons hiding behind these masks are the true puppeteers and have used the 
impressionable minds of the people to enslave an entire country to idolatry. Our command 
is simple, but the execution is difficult. 

A man was recently asked, “Do you know what sin is?”
“Sin is the bad things we do,” he replied confidently, something not everyone in this 

country often has an answer to. 
Once more, he was asked, “And where do you 

go if you sin or do bad things?” 
“Sinful people go to hell and perfect people go 

to heaven,” he retorted. 
“But is this not bad news for you and I? I am 

a sinner and you are a sinner. I am certainly not 
perfect. I don’t know anyone who is . . . !” 

This man’s replies were very much the same 
as everyone else we have asked. They understand 
the concept of sin and doing wrong but not how it 
applies to them or how it applies to the eternally 
Holy God they have sinned against. What rings as 
truth in their ears falls dead before it reaches their 
hearts.

Please pray for our ministry, pray for the lost, 
pray that Jesus would intercede on behalf of our 
friends and draw them into the Father’s fold of 
grace. 

Pray that we might not be harmed by the dark 
and evil forces of the devil in this country. 

Pray that we might equip ourselves each day 
for battle and remain victorious in Christ.

Pray that the people of this country would not 
tarry in making the choice to repent. 

Pray that they would hastily take hold of this 
offer of salvation and cleave to it earnestly until 
the second coming of our Lord. 

A Warm Divide, A Slow Answer
By Miriam
Creative Access Missionary in the Himalayas
bmaglobal.org
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Every international missionary’s first priority should be a committed effort 
towards learning the language of the country they’re going to, so it’s no sur-
prise that for the better part of our two years in France, it has consumed my 
every waking moment. As a non-missionary you might not have attended 

a dedicated language school or have a 1000-day streak on Duolingo, but every Christian 
has had to learn a new language. (And no, I’m not talking about Hebrew and Greek … 
although you should!) 

American Christians have developed a peculiar vernacular that I like to call “Chris-
tianese” – a Bible-based adjacent dialect that combines Bible references with folksy wisdom. 
For example: “In this season of life I’m feeling ‘convicted’ to ‘spread the love of Jesus’ to ‘the 
nations.” Have your Google Translate app give that one a try. 

But while “Christianese” really is only a set of cute expressions that have developed 
around our shared culture, there can be a danger in using this language. Will anyone 
outside of your particular church culture circle understand what you’re saying when you’re 
speaking about the most important subject in the world? If you were to share the gospel 
with a neighbor, would he or she understand what you mean when you tell them they 
need to ”invite Jesus into their heart”? 

When speaking about eternal things, we should instead use language that the 
Bible gives us and be able to define it succinctly.

A helpful example of this would be Dr. Clif Johnson’s first message at the 2023 
BMA National Meeting. While encouraging every pastor and missionary present that 
teaching “good doctrine” is not optional, Dr. Johnson blessedly defines what “doctrine” 
actually means! Doctrine, or “the faith,” in the context of Paul’s epistles to Timothy, 
is the sound, biblical teaching that has been handed down throughout the ages–the 
entirety of God’s revelation to man (1 Tim. 1:1-7, 4:6-16, 6:20, 2 Tim. 1:13-14, 3:10, 14-
17). If we were to incorrectly define “doctrine” or worse yet, avoid the term altogether 
for the sake of our Christianese, we would in fact not be teaching what accords with 
sound doctrine and would be disobeying the command of the Lord. My encourage-
ment to every Christian is to learn the language the Bible uses and to use it regularly 
yourself. 

Unfortunately, there is even a danger in using the right words! 
With the ever-looming presence of the Roman Catholic Church here in France, I 

have spent many hours researching their teachings in order to better understand what 
the traditionally majority religion of this country believes. Some evangelical scholars 
will tell you that we have more in common with Rome than we have differences, but 
that opinion is generally based upon the language we both use.  In his book Same 
Words, Different Worlds Leonardo de Chirico warns that Protestants (this includes us 
BMA Baptists) must be careful not to fall into the trap of joining with Rome as if we 
worshiped the same God. 

While the language might sound the same, the meanings of key terms could not 
be more different. A Roman Catholic and a Baptist could both say that we pray to God, 
but who is this God? How do we pray? Must we pray through an intercessor? Who 
is it that intercedes for us? All these questions will be answered differently, and the 
definitions of each of these terms varies wildly depending on who is responding, the 
Catholic or the Protestant. So as with the world’s languages, there can be false friends 
(i.e., embarrassed and the Spanish embarazada, which means “pregnant”) and we must 

work hard not just to agree on the sounds of the language as if we could just pantomime 
our way through a conversation, but to get the underlying meaning correct in order to 
actually engage in this new tongue. 

That being said, it is every Christian’s responsibility to be a good language learner, 
not just those in a foreign field. As Baptists, one of our defining characteristics is that 
we believe the Bible, God’s very Word, to be our sole guide for faith and practice. We let 
the Bible speak for itself and define its own terms. This is one of the reasons expositional 
sermons where the point of the text is the point of the message are so vital for developing 
good Christian doctrine. God has his own language, he defines his own words; and instead 
of modifying it into a mangled creole, we not only learn the original language but speak it 
ourselves. 

So as a final encouragement, with those who are in your care, whether your children or 
your church, teach them what words like conviction and repentance, and phrases like penal 
substitutionary atonement, mean according to the source book, because this is the language 
that will change their lives and set them on the path to real fluency with the Word of God.

By Sean Pasley
Missionary to France
bmaglobal.org

Learning a New Language
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Right now, as you read this newsletter, Lifeword team members around 
the world are sharing the gospel through various forms of media and 
creatively adapting their methods to reach as many people as possible with 
the gospel. Their deepest desire is that many would hear about Jesus Christ 

and the hope found only in Him. Allow us to “take you on a trip” across the Atlantic Ocean 
to see some of what God is doing in Europe. 

In Romania, Bodgan Bilav and his wife Daniela’s ministry is two-fold: church planting 
and producing internet and radio programs to share about God and his Word. They 
each produce Lifeword shows in Romanian: His show is called Spiritual Impulse and 
Daniela’s is called Daily Devotionals. They also produce programs in the Romanian, Gypsy, 
Hungarian, and French languages. Their main work is with the Gypsy people, who are 
considered outcasts in Romania. The radio programs they produce for the Gypsy people 
include sharing the gospel along with a lot of music. Bogdan says, “They are a very musical 
and expressive people.” They have 
found that music is an effective way 
to reach the Gypsies since the literacy 
rate among them is very low. They also 
have after school programs to help 
the children with homework, which 
have been well-received due to the low 
literacy rate.

With the war raging on in 
Ukraine, ministry has gotten 
increasingly difficult. In a recent 
email, Lifeword partner Pasha shared, 
“We’ve experienced more in one 
year than many experiences in their 
entire lives.” Yet he acknowledges 
how God continues to work in these 
dire circumstances: “We are thankful 
for seeing the greatness of the Lord 
and His work in the midst of this 
difficult time.” Having to adjust to a 
new reality, they have had their own 
intense struggles and also been able to 
help others in significant ways: After 
having to move from Kyiv for three 
months and live with friends far away 
from their home, they have also helped 
those running away from active battles 
in their native towns and villages 
and others who lost their homes and 
relatives. Currently, Pasha is producing 
a series titled Word of Life in Every 
Book of the Bible, which shares God’s 
hope in every book of the Bible and 

how to apply scripture. 
Sean Pasley and his family are BMA Global missionaries and Lifeword team members 

living in France. Sean is producing a new podcast, Saine Doctrine. Saine is a word which 
means “healthy” or “sound.” What a great name for a podcast that shares Christ and 
teaches doctrine. In his monthly newsletter, Sean says, “The purpose of the podcast is to 
briefly survey core Christian doctrines and concepts that are mostly unfamiliar to the 
secular French.” Episodes are in French and are released bi-weekly.  

Whether the struggle is war, resistance to the message, financial issues, or relational 
burdens, our Lifeword partners in Europe continue to face difficulties in their lives and 
ministries. But God is doing a mighty work in the midst of it all. Thank you for your 
partnership with Lifeword; your support is resulting in the strengthening and equipping 
of these hardworking missionaries and in countless people hearing the truth and hope of 
Jesus Christ.

Take a “Trip” Through Europe
By Heather Harrison
Lifeword
lifeword.org
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One of the most important things believers and local 
churches should do is share the Gospel. I am excited to share 
with you that Baptist Publishing House is now producing 
Gospel tracts! These tracts are built upon the question, “What 
is the Gospel?,” and provide a clear and biblical Gospel 
presentation.

We have worked hard to provide a comprehensive 
evangelism resource. Each Gospel tract includes a QR code 
to our new Gospel website (knowthegospel.net). The website 
provides a fuller explanation of the Gospel, a downloadable 
Bible study for new believers, and a way to request help 
finding a local church. We have partnered with BMA of 
America Missions to help new believers get connected with 
a BMA church in their area. These efforts will help prevent 
new believers from “slipping through the cracks.”

The BMA now has a great evangelism tool ready to be 
used by local churches and individuals everywhere. It is my 
earnest desire that BMA churches are stirred to proclaim 
the Gospel in their communities and that we will see many 
people come to faith through this effort. 

Remember what Jesus said, “The harvest truly is plenteous, 
but the labourers are few; Pray ye therefore the Lord of the 
harvest, that he will send forth labourers into his harvest.” 
Let’s get to work!

You can order online at baptistpublishinghouse.com or via 
phone at 800-333-1442.

Baptist Publishing 
begins printing 
Gospel tracts

By JORDAN M. TEW
Baptist Publishing House Executive Director

School was out and Memorial Day was behind us, so it 
was time for the Master’s Builders to head to Jacksonville 
College for our annual visit starting work June 5. This would 
be our eighth time to work at JBC since 2012, and job #183 
for the Master’s Builders.

During our stay, we had six campers parked in the Collins 
Dorm parking lot and six men and one couple staying in the 
SBTC Girl’s Dorm. This made it very convenient for the 
Builders as some of the folks came and went at different 
times during the two-week job. We so appreciate having the 
flexibility for some to use the dorms while we work, as it 
allows for several to come who do not have campers.

The Master’s Builders were asked to come and help 
with constructing additional boys dorm spaces. In 2021, the 
Builders helped by converting a few classrooms and offices 
into rooms for living, showering and laundry. This year, the 
Builders were asked to help convert six large open classrooms 
into four to six single bedrooms each totaling 25 new living 
spaces for young men. We also constructed 20 wardrobes to 
make sure each student would have closet space. 

Randy Decker was the Alumni representative on this 
project and coordinated all the materials and plans for us.  
Randy also worked right alongside us each day and it was 
such a blessing. Materials and supplies were provided with 
funds raised by the Alumni Association of Jacksonville 
College. The love they showed for the college during this 
work was both amazing and inspiring. The Builders were also 
asked to build an office inside the Golf Facility for the golf 
coach. It was certainly hard to keep the men on track with all 
that golf equipment calling their names.

The Master’s Builders were blessed to have extra help 
on these campus projects with three additional men coming 
in at different times during our two week stay. We were 
so glad they gave of their time, talents, backs and knees to 
help us.  Roger Adams from Waxahachie, Farrell Pollard of 
Jacksonville and Ed Shelby of Mansfield. Ed came to help 
and then decided he would like to join our Master’s Builders 
family.

Thank you and praise the Lord for him and his wife, Cindy. 
We are thanking God for these men who are willing to serve 
the Lord and help with this ministry. Additional thanks to 
George Baker, head of maintenance for Jacksonville College, 
who is always ready to see that we have all we need and lend 
a hand to help when he can. Also, thanks to Chef Kevin and 
the cafeteria staff, who cooked and served our lunch and 
evening meal every workday. What a blessing it was not to 
have to worry about cooking. We thank First, Jacksonville for 
providing a wonderful meal one Friday evening along with 
some sweet fellowship. Also, many thanks to the church’s 
“M & Ms” ladies’ group, who always invite us to join 
them for their June meeting. This meeting always includes 
games, a wonderful devotional, lots of delicious flavors of 
M & Ms, and a delicious meal. They always make our ladies 
feel so welcome. And finally, a big shout out to the city of 
Jacksonville who always seem to provide a festival for us to 
enjoy while we are there.

    	 We always look forward to our time at Jacksonville 
College each year. We ask you to join us in praying for the 

college and its new president. This college needs our prayers 
and support more than ever. We also ask you to pray for 
God to send workers for our group to come along side us as 
we continue to work for His glory. I encourage each of you 
to “Follow” and “Like” us on Facebook. You can see what 
we do each day and pray for us. Just type in “The Master’s 
Builders” on Facebook (the one with the arbor logo) and 
follow us.

If you have questions about this ministry, please contact 
Mike Green at 972-935-3877, David Axe at 903-918-0729 or 
Eddie Sikes at 479-462-1675.

The Master’s Builders work at 
Jacksonville College
By NELDA MALONE
The Master’s Builders Reporter
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Dear churches of the BMA,

We greet you in the name of our Lord and Savior 
Jesus Christ. We pray that God is blessing you and using 
you to exalt His Son. It is our prayer that God is using 
you mightily in His mission to make disciples of all 
nations.

We are writing this letter to inform you of an issue 
that has come to our attention. Several pastors from 
Africa, some connected to the BMA and others with 
no connection at all to the BMA, have been contacting 
churches, pastors and individuals directly asking for 
financial help.

We would like to ask you to please refrain from 
supporting any of these individuals directly. We are 
asking this so we may be good stewards of God's 
money. For instance, one of these individuals asked for 
money for Bibles, but $10,000 has already been given 
for Bibles in this region.

Others are asking for money for building projects. 
We have a program in place to help with these projects: 
it is called the principle of the thirds. We ask the church 
to raise one-third of the project, and then we will loan 
them one-third interest free. Afterward we will gift 
them one-third from donations from generous church 
members like yourselves. If funds are given directly to 
individuals, the program of the thirds will fall apart.

The motivation of the principle of the thirds is 
twofold. First, we want the churches to take ownership 
of their own building projects. Second, we hope they 
will learn that we want to work with them and not for 
them.

There have been many other requests for funds, 
ranging from help with medical bills to buying vehicles. 
Some of these requests may be legitimate, but there is 
no way to know when they do not come through the 
proper channels. We already have channels in place for 
these countries to make their needs known in the United 
States.

If you have any questions, please contact Johnmichael 
Poulin, BMA Global regional coordinator for Africa and 
South America, at johnmichael@bmaam.com. If you 
have any questions about other regions, please contact 
Dr. John David Smith at 501-455-4977.

God bless,
John David Smith, 

BMA Global Missions President
Johnmichael Poulin, 

Regional Coordinator for Africa and South America
Michael Goodwin, 

Evangelistic International Ministries President
Tim Tyler, 

Water for Christ Founder

Letter to the 
churches from BMA 
Global Missions

First Lieutenant Ryan Burchett, a chaplain in the Texas State 
Guard, pastor of Walnut Street, Winnsboro and president of the 
Baptist Missionary Association of Texas, recently received an 
award of recognition for completing the Direct Commission 
Officer Orientation Course. This course spans a period of three 
months, with one month dedicated to online educational training, 
followed by in-person training at Camp Swift located in Bastrop.

The course prepares all officers of a variety of specialties 
with the tools needed to lead their troops well. It is anticipated 
that Burchett will be soon be promoted to the rank of captain. 
Please keep Chaplain Burchett in your prayers as he prepares 
for a possible deployment to the Texas border in the near future. 

Burchett awarded for completion of officer 
orientation course
By SCOTT CARSON
BMA of America Chaplaincy Director

▲ Chaplain Burchett receiving his certificate of course completion ▲ Chaplain (First Lieutenant) Ryan Burchett and spouse, Lindsie 

The numbers are in! BMA churches gave close to 
$400,000 to the Jerry Kidd Missions Fund during World 
Missions Day 2023. Your faithful giving is responsible for 
the ongoing partnership with ChangeMaker missionaries and 
the planting of churches around the globe. 

Thank you for your continued commitment to God’s 
global mission. As always, if there is any way that we can 
serve, please let us know. 

Offerings for World Missions Day 
total near $400,000

By SIDNEY VINES
BMA Global Relationship Manager
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Our purpose in life is to pursue a closer, more intimate 
relationship with Christ under the leadership and power of the 
Holy Spirit through the development of spiritual disciplines set 
forth in the acronym CLOSER.

It was a long engagement — one year and two months to be 
exact. Tommy was in Bald Knob farming, and I was finishing 
my senior year of college by student teaching in Fort Smith. It 
was hard to stay connected, but we certainly made the effort.

There were no cell phones, and to call long distance cost 
extra. So instead, we wrote letters. The letters were not just 
occasional, they were daily! We “talked” on paper and shared 
our daily activities. I would often beat the mailman to the 
mailbox to receive the precious writing straight into my hand. 
Immediately, I opened each letter, knowing it was from the one 
who loved me deeply and wanted me to spend the rest of my 
life with him. It was how we stayed “CLOSER” while apart.

This year, the Inspirational Resource Committee wants 
to share this series of articles for the purpose of helping you 
draw CLOSER to our God. Our responsibility, as a group, is 
to recommend godly resources that help you grow, mature 
and continue to pursue a more intimate relationship with Jesus 

Christ. What better resource for this than the Bible! It is God’s 
precious letter to us. It is from the One who loves us deeply 
and wants us to spend the rest of our lives with Him! It is the 
source and foundation of many disciplines we need to pursue.

This year, we will be using the acronym CLOSER to 
guide our writings and more importantly, to encourage you in 
incorporating these spiritual endeavors into your daily lives. 
This is what the acronym reminds us to do:

•	C — Communicate with God through prayer
•	L — Learn to study and understand God’s Word
•	O — Obey
•	S — Store God’s Word in your heart through memorization 	
        and meditation

•	E — Evangelize
•	R — Renew daily
The writers for this series will be the Inspirational Resource 

Committee members — Valarie Fish, Susie Edgar, Jackie 
Ricks and me.

Join us weekly. Pray for us daily. Incorporate these 
disciplines regularly. It is what He has called us to do!

Here are some scriptures to read to get started — James 4:8, 

Isaiah 26:3, Psalm 119:10 and Matt. 5:6.
Prayer — Father, You are our Rock, our Shield, our 

Redeemer, Savior and Friend. You are Lord of all, our Creator, 
our Shepherd and Your presence is always with us. Even Your 
names bring peace into our lives. Plus, there is the wonder 
that You loved us enough to send Your Son to die for us, as 
unworthy as we are. How is it that You invite us into Your 
presence? That You long to fellowship with us? That You want 
us close to Your heart and partakers of Your Spirit’s power? 
How is it that we would dare refuse Your invitation to draw 
closer; to take time to study Your word, hide it in our hearts 
and minds and seek Your face as a daily True North to follow? 
We cannot follow Your words unless we know them, so help 
us on this journey to draw CLOSER each day to You and Your 
path for our lives. Help us love You more so that we may obey 
You fully. In Christ’s precious name, Amen.

Respond to God with your own prayer from what you have 
read today.

Note: CLOSER was developed by Rob Gallaty in his 
discipleship series Growing Up, Firmly Planted, Bearing 
Fruit.

Drawing Closer to God (Part 1): CLOSER
By JUDY WALLACE

The Girls Discipleship Retreat, sponsored by the 
National Girls Missionary Auxiliary has concluded. A 
wonderful time was had by all in attendance. This year, 
184 people were in attendance. As of the end of the retreat, 
approximately $14,000 has been raised for the 2022 
project. A report of two professions of faith was made at 
the completion of the retreat. 

This year the retreat was open to all  girls,  not 
exclusively to GMA groups. The camp pastor was Todd 
West. The retreat provided numerous breakout sessions for 
the girls and ladies. The project for 2023-2024 will be the 
Pasley family in France. The goal is to raise $20,000 for 
this project. Retreat next year will be June 11-14. A goal 
has be set to have 300 in attendance.  

By LANE FLYNT
Youth Auxiliary Director

Girls Discipleship Retreat held

▲ 2023-2024 Officers
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BMA TX Missions cont.
especially during this evil age in which we live. With 
that being said, we had three salvations and are baptizing 
five to 10 people at the end of this month again. We 
have seen some growth but the work is burdensome and 
inconvenient. However, it is all worth it when we celebrate 
with Heaven as we rejoice to see new souls saved. Keep 
fighting the good fight. It's worth it, even when we can't 
see it.

Prayer Needs:
Please continue to pray for Frank Martinez. He is 

about to be put in the hospital for two months due to bone 
marrow surgery. 

OMAR PINA, SR.– 
MISSIONS IN WAXAHACHIE/DALLAS/
DUAL SUPPORT WITH BMA OF AMERICA
OMARPINA2005@GMAIL.COM

T h a n k s  f o r  t h e 
opportunity to be part of the 
retreat a few weeks ago.

Prayer Needs:
Please pray for wisdom 

as I continue to train leaders 
and model faithfulness in the 
ministry and calling.

  
CESAR LEAL– 
IGLESIA BAUTISTA MISIONERA DE SAN ANTONIO & 
IGLESIA BAUTISTA EMANUEL IN SEGUIN
CESARCHACIN@HOTMAIL.COM

This month, we have dedicated 
more time to worship with songs 
and to invite using social networks. 
We have seen how new people 
have arrived and this has us very 
motivated to such an extent that 
a worship group has already been 
formed that we are using every 
weekend. Praise the Lord!

Prayer Needs:
Pray for a church location to become available in San 

Antonio. 
   

KYLE CHEATHAM– 
GRACE CHURCH JARRELL MISSION    
KYLE@GRACEJARRELL.COM

My fami ly  l oved  the 
church planter getaway in 
Galveston! In early June, 
our people gathered for a 
m e a n i n g f u l  e v e n i n g  o f 
prayer  and worship that 
served as the beginning of 
our transition to live music 
on  Sundays  as  God has 
provided just the right family to help. We had our highest 
attendance yet at the end of June and continue to meet and 
draw in new people as we study through the Book of Acts 
on Sunday mornings and our men study the attributes of 
God on Tuesdays.

Prayer Needs:
Please pray for peace and reconciliation as our church 

continues to work through a situation that negatively 
affected some. However, our people are responding 

graciously and I believe God is strengthening us. Pray that 
the enemy is unsuccessful in dividing us and that all walk 
in grace and repentance toward reconciliation.

SHANE CARTER– 
LAMESA MISSION  
STUMPOFNAVY@GMAIL.COM 

Lamesa is fertile soil and 
ready for a church of unity 
and disciple-makers. We are 
ready to bring the BMA back 
to Lamesa. Please keep us in 
your prayers.

Prayer Needs:
Keep every missionary 

in your prayers as we are 
taking back people for God's kingdom one person at a 
time.

BRAD CAULEY– 
CEDAR PARK MISSION 
BWCAULEY@GMAIL.COM

The Lord reminded me 
this month that all our walk 
and all our work is a response 
to what He initiates. He is the 
God who calls, He is the God 
with the plan and He is the 
God who chooses the man 
(people) for the mission. In 
the Book of Joshua, just as 
He did with Moses in Exodus 3, God calls Joshua to Himself 
and to His plan. The famous "be strong and courageous" 
passage only comes after God has clearly stated what He 
plans to do that He then invites Joshua to enter. What an 
incredible comfort and what a powerful source of boldness, 
confidence and strength for the mission ahead. And when 
we follow God's faithful plan to call people to His mission 
from Noah, to Abraham, through Moses, Joshua, David and 
all the way to us, we hear His say again, "I will build My 
church." Who are we that the Lord would invite us into this 
greatest of all missions with Himself? I am 30 years into 
walking with the Lord and I still am blown away by His 
tender love, His faithfulness and His ever closer presence as 
He accomplishes His purpose in this world, in the hearts of 
His people and through their lives into the lives of others. 
May God's grace and mercy and peace fuel our hearts with 
boldness, courage and renewed energy to join Him as He 
works His will through us.

Thank you for your prayers and your support of God's 
mission!

Prayer Needs:
Please ask the Lord to confirm where in our specific area 

He would have us plant. Please pray for wisdom about who 
to bring with us as well as for open hearts on the harvest.

Heith Mitchell is the director of BMA of Texas Missions. 
Contact him at P.O. Box 73, Waxahachie, Texas 75168, 
972-923-0757 or hmitchell@bmatexas.org. For more 
information, visit www.bmatexasmissions.org.

▲ Omar Pina, Sr.

▲ Cesar Leal

▲ Kyle Cheatham

▲ Shane Carter

▲ Brad Cauley

The Churches of Ukraine express sincere thanks 
for the gift boxes you sent for the children. They were 
delighted and had a wonderful evangelistic program 
with the gifts. The children are all from disadvantaged 
and low-income families. Classes are held for them 
each week at the church, but this time, thanks to the 
unexpected gifts, they were very excited and many 
came to the church. We are also planning to take the 
boxes to children orphaned in the war in different parts 
of Ukraine. This is a great blessing and encouragement 
to us all during this difficult wartime. God bless you 
for thinking of us.

Pavlo Myronyuk, BMA Changemaker Missionary

Friends, we need your help! Your church is invited 
to  par tner  wi th  us  to  provide  Ever las t ing  Smi le 
Christmas Shoeboxes to three locations. 

This  year,  God has  opened the  door  for  us  to 
send shoeboxes to Cape Verde and Honduras. After 
making that decision, I began to get stories of how our 
shoeboxes were a great tool to help our missionaries 
meet and build relationships with people from Ukraine. 
The Lord began dealing with me to add a 3rd container 
and send supplies again to Ukraine.  I  gave many 
excuses at first, but finally, we are stepping out on 
faith to provide shoeboxes to 3 countries. 

This year more than ever, we are excited to send our 
Christmas Shoeboxes to three locations. But we need 
your help in doing that. We need to fill 4,000 more 
boxes than we did last year to reach this goal. Please 
consider stepping out on faith with me and set a faith 
sized goal for your church. I know that together, we 
can do this.

Everlast ing Smiles  Shoeboxes are  packed with 
LOTS of love and many prayers are prayed over them. 
But the most important thing that we can give any 
child is the opportunity to know Jesus. Our prayer is 
that through the ministry of Everlasting Smiles, we 
will open doors for our missionaries to tell families 
about Jesus and that the Bible inside each box will 
bring them closer  to Him. For more information, 
including packing instructions, visit bmamissions.org/
christmas-shoeboxes.

Donations: Want to make a donation for us to pack 
boxes for you? We can do that! The cost of each box 
is $25. This includes the box, wrapping, gifts, Bible, 
and shipping costs.  You can send your donation to 
Everlasting Smiles, PO Box 878, Conway, AR 72033.

The smile that a child finds when opening a shoebox 
is often for a moment, but the love of Jesus that they 
find through this ministry is the Everlasting Smiles.

For  more  in format ion ,  v i s i t  bmamiss ions .org /
christmas-shoeboxes and check out our new Video!!  
Let me know if you need anything.

Christmas Shoebox 
Info 2023
By ANGELA RICE
BMA of America Missions
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RE:CHARGE LEADERS' OASIS
DATE: Oct. 4-6, 2023
PLACE: Southgate Baptist Church, Moore, Oklahoma

2023 BMA OF TEXAS ANNUAL MEETING
DATE: Nov. 6-7, 2023
PLACE: Crossroads Church, Rowlett, Texas

CELEBRATION ADULT CONFERENCE
DATE: Nov. 28-30, 2023
PLACE: Chateau on the Lake, Branson, Missiouri

2024 BMA OF AMERICA ANNUAL MEETING
DATE: April 16-18, 2024
PLACE: The Chateau on the Lake, Branson, Missouri

Baptist Progress
has an app for your 

smartphone or tablet.

 

Download our app in your 
app store and keep up to 

date on news and 
ministry happenings.

AVAILABLE MINISTRY POSITIONS
SENIOR PASTOR—Sand Prairie, Normangee is seeking a 
bivocational pastor. Send resume to Dean Lewis, 13070 Ayers Road, 
Normangee 77871 or deanlewis@shsu.edu.

PASTOR—Calvary, Fairfield is seeking a full-time pastor.  Send 
resume to Marvin Mullen at mullenmarvin@yahoo.com or call/text 
Marvin at 903-644-5828.

HUSBAND/WIFE CHILDREN’S MINISTRY—First, Crandall is 
seeking a husband/wife team to lead their children’s ministry. 
Established church in city growing with strong influx of families 
weekly to the surrounding community. Social media familiarity a 
plus. Must be comfortable with active outreach and rebuilding of 
program that has not fully recovered post COVID. Strong support 
from pastor and loving church. Newly constructed education 
building plus remodeled gymnasium. Close freeway access in center 
of Crandall. Pay negotiable. Send resume to Pastor Mike Waits at 
First Baptist Crandall, P.O. Box 207, Crandall 75114. Call Brother Mike 
at 214-697-7998 with questions. 8/23

MUSIC—First, Crandall is seeking a minister of music. Social media 
familiarity a plus. Send resume to the church at P.O. Box 207, 
Crandall, Texas 75114. Call Pastor Mike with questions at 214-697-
7998. 8/23

PASTOR—Lakeside, Trinidad is seeking a bivocational pastor. If 
interested, contact Bro. Floyd Loven at 903-477-0063. NC

PASTOR—Forest Hill, Quitman is seeking a full-time pastor. If 
interested please send your resume to fhbc@peoplescom.net. 7/23

YOUTH/MUSIC—Heritage, Waxahachie is seeking an associate 
pastor of youth and music ministries.  This is a full-time position.  
Send resume to sam@pursuingchrist.org or the church at 1000 
Butcher Road, Waxahachie, TX 75165.  Call the church at 972-938-
1463 for more information. 7/23

YOUTH/STUDENT MINISTRY—Afton Grove, Jacksonville is seeking 
a biblically qualified candidate. This is a bivocational position. We 
are looking for a minister with a heart for God, a heart for students 
and who is ready to plunge into the work. The candidate will love 
the Lord and love and lead our students in a growing relationship 
with Jesus. Please send your resume to Eddie Richardson at
fasteddie999elr@gmail.m. TFN

AVAILABLE MINISTER
JUSTIN OWENS is available for pulpit supply. He has served as 
a pastor and a BMA of America missionary and is a member of 
Pathway, Waxahachie. Contact him at 469-494-3670.

HEAVEN IS A FREE GIFT!
It is not earned or deserved. No amount of effort or good works can 
earn a place for you in heaven. Why?
Because . . .

MAN IS A SINNER.
“For all have sinned . . .” (Rom. 3:23) Because of this, man cannot save 
himself.

GOD.
On the one hand, God is merciful and does not want to punish us. Yet 
God is just and must punish sin. God solved this problem for us in the 
Person of . . .

JESUS CHRIST.
He died on the cross to pay the penalty for our sins and rose from the 
grave to purchase a place for us in heaven—“the Lord has laid on Him 
(Jesus) the iniquity of us all” (Isa. 53:6).

THE GIFT IS RECEIVED BY FAITH.
Saving faith is trusting in Jesus Christ alone for eternal life. It means 
resting on Christ alone and what He has done, rather than what you or 
I have done to get us into heaven. “Believe on (or trust in) the Lord Jesus 
Christ and you will be saved” (Acts 16:31).

SO MAY WE ASK . . .
Have you received God’s free gift of eternal life? The Bible assures us in 
1 John 5:13 that we can know we have eternal life.
Do you know for sure that you are going to heaven when you die? The 
Bible says, “Whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved.” 
If you are willing to repent (turn away from your sin and to the Lord Jesus) you 
can receive the free gift of eternal life by simply praying: Lord Jesus, I know I 
am a sinner and do not deserve eternal life. But, I believe You died and rose 
from the grave to purchase a place in heaven for me.  Jesus, come into my 
life, take control of my life, forgive my sins, and save me. I am now placing my 
trust in You alone for my salvation, and I accept your free gift of eternal life.

CLASSROOM DIVIDERS NEEDED—First, Palmer is in need 
of classroom dividers. Any ideas are welcomed as well. Call 
832-231-6506 or email pastor@FBCPalmer.org.



16 | July 2023

The Baptist Missionary Loan Association (BMLA), a ministry of the Baptist Missionary Association of Texas, 
offers loans to churches for everything from land and building purchases, to additions and renovations.

Why consider a loan with BMLA?

We specialize in church building projects.
Since 1953, BMLA has provided loans for churches of the Baptist Missionary Association of Texas. No one 
understands the needs and goals of BMA congregations and related ministries better than BMLA. Recently, 
BMLA was authorized by the churches of the Baptist Missionary Association of Texas to offer loans to any BMA 
church in the United States. 

We offer competitive rates and terms.
Unlike many commercial lending institutions, BMLA can save your congregation thousands of dollars by 
requiring minimal closing costs and offering competitive rates.

Faithful stewardship finances our loans.
The money invested in BMLA by congregations and individuals finance our loans for building projects and 
land purchases.

For more information, visit bmla.org.
If you are ready, you may apply for a loan online at bmla.org. 

If you have more questions, call us at 972-923-0758.

We look forward to helping you make your dreams come true!

BMLA, P.O. Box 425, Waxahachie, Texas 75168
www.bmla.org


