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Ryan Burchett is the pastor of Walnut
Street, Winnsboro, and has served the Lord
and His church in both youth and pastoral
ministry for 13 years. Burchett trusted
Jesus as his Lord and Savior at the age
of 12 at Ferris Avenue Baptist Church in
Waxahachie. He served as the youth minister
at Lake Ridge, Lubbock; pastored both
Sunset Avenue, Littlefield and Northside,
Garland. Burchett is also on the writing team
for the Baptist Publishing House.
He has sensed a calling to serve in the
military for quite some time, but only recently
has the Lord opened the door of opportunity
for service as a chaplain. With his pastoral

duties, his work with the Baptist Publishing
House and providing focused care for his
disabled wife, Lindsie, Burchett thought there
was no possibility of serving in the military.
However, he contacted Dr. Scott Carson, the
BMAA Endorsing Agent, and after receiving
information about the State Guard, he learned
there was a place for him in this unique
organization while representing the Baptist
Missionary Association of America.
The Texas State Guard is the State Defense
Force of Texas, and it falls under the Texas
Military Department, along with the Texas
Army National Guard and the Air National
Guard. The State Guard is trained to respond

to natural and man-made emergencies and
to augment the National Guard as needed.
The State Guard is made up of volunteers
from around the State—doctors, lawyers,
chaplains, police officers, firemen and
others—coming together to serve their state
and communities. The State Guard is nondeployable outside the boarders of the United
States.
Burchett was sworn into the Texas State
Guard as a Chaplain June 26. His duties
include serving a company of soldiers as
a pastor and counselor while also training
for, and when called upon, supporting
humanitarian efforts throughout the state.
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What can be done to reverse a decline
in church attendance?
By JERRY FULTON
In his recent article, titled Church Attendance is Dying.
What’s Next, Carey Nieuwhof, a best-selling author, leadership
expert, podcaster, attorney and non-profit leader, wrote, “As
you know, long before COVID, it was already difficult to get
people to attend weekend church services.”
He noted that sports, weekends away, the death of cultural
Christianity, a growing indifference and increased mobility
has contributed to the decline of church attendance. For most
churches, post-COVID is even worse.
Nieuwhof stated, “Ironically, at the time when the world
needs the gospel the most, [the church] appears to be the
least interested.”
One encouraging thing he mentioned is that with all the
bad news in the world, the good news is blazed by leaders
who keep moving through all the bad news.
He added, “If you engage the tough news deeply enough,
you’ll be able to move into the future stronger and with a
much better approach that can help you advance the mission.”
Nieuwhof said that weekly church attendance findings
from Barna, released pre-COVID, showed in each age
category, weekly church attendance has dropped over the last
20 years. Then, months into the pandemic, people began to
develop new habits: Participating from home, or, sometimes,
not participating at all in church.
He pointed out that the pandemic probably only accelerated
church attendance to what it would have looked like 10 years
from now. So, churches have to accept where they are, and
when they do, they will be better able to prepare for the
future.
Nieuwhof argues that while in-person gatherings will
not go away, the reality is online connections can help
churches reach more people now than ever. The fact is,
almost everyone a church wants to reach now has an online
connection. So, instead of pastors and churches making the
decision to stop sharing worship services on Facebook and
YouTube in order to try to get their members to come back
to church, they should continue sharing worship services via
social media and find new ways to expand its ministry and
teaching efforts online.
Nieuwhof proposed that churches should prioritize
engagement over attendance. His proposal did not mean that
he thinks church attendance is unimportant. After all, God
commands in scripture that His people gather regularly to
encourage one another. Nieuwhof was simply saying that if
you want your church to grow, stop trying to attract people
and start trying to engage people.
Nieuwhof ’s suggestions to engage people online included

getting them to follow you,
following them back, engaging
in online chats, messaging with
them, giving them a way to share
their story with you, helping them
answer their spiritual questions or
addressing their needs, capturing
their email address and other
information so you can have a more
direct conversation, getting them
to take a spiritual step and getting
them involved.
H e w r o t e , “ Yo u c a n t h i n k o f
church online as having three doors. ▲ Jerry Fulton
The front door (for new people).
The side door (for people who have connected with you in
person but are away). And the back door (people who used to
be associated with you but left).”
Nieuwhof added, “Many church leaders who refused to
embrace online church prior to COVID were afraid of the
back door and of losing in-person attendance as a result of
offering their ministry online. Here’s the reality: the mass
backdoor exit happened 3-8 years ago. Almost everyone who
wanted to leave is gone. And if they hadn’t left pre-COVID,
they’re pretty much gone now.”
He noted that because the mass backdoor exit has occurred,
churches are now free to focus on the front door (reaching
new people) and the side door (serving the people who love
your church but can’t be there in person right now because of
COVID or things as simple as a weekend away).
Nieuwhof went on to say that in addition to the church
building, churches should embrace homes and other places in
the community as new hubs of ministry. He also encouraged
churches to re-staff for the future, noting that many church
leaders are realizing their current staffing is geared toward
facility-based ministry.
He wrote, “That can become a real problem when you
don’t have access to your facility or when a fraction of the
people who used to attend still attend.”
Nieuwhof concluded, “Position yourself and your church
to change quickly.”
As we say often, the message must always be the same, but
to reach an ever-changing culture, our methods must change
or we will find what we are doing to be ineffective and even
obsolete. May the Holy Spirit lead us all to spread the gospel
and preach God’s truth, and may we be open and obedient to
His direction.

$109 for 109 years of ministry
By JERRY FULTON

Baptist Progress Director/Editor
Each year, during the month of June, Baptist Progress
requests an anniversary offering from churches, classes and
groups in order to help meet this ministry’s budget for the
year. This year, Baptist Progress has requested an offering
of $109 for 109 years of ministry.
As of 2020, with the approval of messengers at the
Annual Meeting of the Baptist Missionary Association
of Texas, Baptist Progress became the informing and
equipping ministry of the state association. As such, in
addition to being the official publication of the Baptist
Missionary Association of Texas, Baptist Progress now
offers numerous resources including Ministry Connection
Workshops, interim pastor training, website design and
management, a bulletin service, church insurance and more.
As the ministry grows, obviously, our budgetary needs will
increase. So, we are thankful to those churches who have
included us in your budget in addition to what you already
pay for your Church Plan subscriptions. And, we are very
appreciative to those who have given and will give to this
year’s anniversary offering.
Those who have given to the 2021 Baptist Progress
Anniversary Offering are listed in the order in which the
offerings were received below:

First, Rice					
Little Mound, Big Sandy				
Calvary, Trinidad					
Olde Tyme, Longview				
Calvary, Arlington					
Lakeridge, Lubbock				
First, Crandall					
Sunset, Lamesa					
First, Blooming Grove				
Suburban Wood, Humble				
Mt. Calvary, Carthage				
Friendship, Mesquite				
New Hope, Streetman				
First, Glenn Heights				
Emmanuel, San Antonio				
Holly Grove, Livingston				
Enon, Gilmer					
First, Bardwell					
Pecan, Robert Lee					
Rosewood, Gilmer					
Sheppard Drive, Euless				
New Hope, New Waverly				
Round Prairie, Fairfield				

109.00
109.00
109.00
109.00
109.00
109.00
109.00
109.00
109.00
109.00
109.00
109.00
109.00
109.00
109.00
109.00
109.00
218.00
109.00
218.00
109.00
109.00
220.00

Red Springs, Tyler					 109.00
Anthony Drive, Ennis				
109.00
Old Bethel, Canton					 109.00
New Hope, Mineola				
109.00
First, Palmer					 109.00
South Jefferson, Mt Pleasant				
109.00
Fairmont, ???					 109.00
Camille Acres, Longview				
109.00
Macune, San Augustine				
109.00
Simmons Hill, Diana				
109.00
Kent and Karla Massingill, Hurst			
125.00
Antioch, Palestine					 209.00
Calvary, Arlington					 109.00
NSK Energy, Palestine				
150.00
Larry and Elizabeth Morgan, Fate			
109.00
Oak Hill, Gilmer					 109.00
Calvary, Fairfield (Friendship Sunday School Class)
109.00
Cornerstone, Jacksonville				 109.00
Jackson, Joaquin					 109.00
Wesley and Kelly Allen, Grand Saline			
109.00
Farley Street, Waxahachie				
500.00
5,673.00

Thus far, we have fallen well short of our goal of $12,000. If your church has not yet given, please consider doing so. Mail
your offering to Baptist Progress, P.O. Box 2085, Waxahachie, TX 75168.

Frequently asked questions of the Baptist Missionary Loan Association
By JERRY FULTON
Baptist Progress Editor

From time to time, we with Baptist Missionary Loan
Association (BMLA) are asked questions. Often, the questions
we are asked are the same ones we have been asked before.
The purpose of this article, if you do not already know, is to
introduce the BMLA to you, and answer the questions that
you might have when seeking a loan for property purchases,
constructing a new building or remodeling an existing building.
BMLA exists to promote harmony and concert of
action among churches cooperating with the Baptist
Missionary Association of Texas, and to assist churches
by making loans for the purpose of purchasing property,
erecting and equipping new buildings for said purposes.
This corporation is operated only for religious, missionary
and benevolent purposes, and on a non-profit basis.
The questions we are frequently asked and the answers to
them are provided below.
Who are you? BMLA is a department of the

Baptist Missionary Association of Texas that provides loans to
churches within the Association.
What types of loans do you make? We make loans
for numerous purposes such as land and church building
purchases; remodeling and renovation projects; construction of
a church sanctuary, educational building, children’s building,
fellowship hall or family life center.
Who do you serve? We serve the churches of the Baptist
Missionary Association of Texas, and we hope to soon expand
our services to any Baptist Missionary Association church
within the United States.
How much can our church borrow? The only way to
get a true borrowing capacity amount for your church is to
download a loan application from bmla.org, complete it and
email or mail it to our office.
Do you take collateral on church loans? Yes. We take first
lien on all church property and improvements.

How does our church start the process? Someone
authorized by the church simply completes an application and
emails or mails it to BMLA.
How long does it take to get a response? When we receive
your church’s completed loan application, we will contact your
church either by email or phone within two to three days.
What are your current rates? Please call 972-923-0758
for interest rates.
Do you make personal loans or auto loans? No. We only
make loans to incorporated churches for real-estate purposes.
When seeking a loan for your building project or property
purchase, keep in mind that your church will not be charged
closing costs by BMLA. Therefore, a loan from BMLA could
save your church thousands of dollars. Please call us, if we may
assist your church. I am available to meet with your church
staff, leadership team or building committee. I may be reached
at jerry@bmatexas.org or 972-923-0758.
July 2021
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A word from your Missions Office
By HEITH MITCHELL
It has been a big month in your BMA of Texas Missions
movement!
In June of 2016, BMA of Texas Missions Trustees
approved two new mission works. The first two missions
to walk out our new funding, training and accountability
structures. This month, we are celebrating these two churches
stepping out of BMAT funding support. We are celebrating
with them. They are both ready for this moment. Will you
join me in congratulating and praising God for this moment
in the lives of The Bridge Church, Waxahachie, with Bro.
Matthew Prather, pastor, and Redeemer’s Love Church with
Bro. Spencer Simpson, pastor? These churches need our
prayers and deserve our congratulations. Will you or your
church send them a letter?
The Bridge Church, PO Box 635, Midlothian, TX 76065
Redeemer’s Love Houston, 7801 Nairn St., Houston, TX
77074
We have already been able to celebrate with the Redeemer’s
Love Church Family. Here are some pictures:

Through our experience in the
ICU last week, the Lord impressed
Psalm 23 on our hearts. We are
asking the Spirit to help us not only
know this psalm cognitively but
experientially.

PRAYER NEEDS:

Please pray for our family, that ▲ Brad Holcombe
we would grow in our love for one another and adjust well
to all of the changes in our life. Also, pray for the people of
Redemption Hill that we would be bold in our evangelism
with the neighbors the Lord has placed around us.

TIMOTHY ALBA—NEW MISSION IN SEAGOVILLE
TIMALBA1986@GMAIL.COM

God has been doing some amazing
things in our city this past month. It
has been amazing to see God work in
the lives of people. While it’s been
awesome seeing people grow, I have
also seen conflict between others.
No matter what we do in ministry,
there will always be conflict. It’s how
▲ Timothy Alba
we handle each case with love and
patience. This can be hard at times,
but it is necessary when things get tough. I have found the
best response is not in how fast we respond to conflict, but
patience through the circumstances and waiting to see some
things play out before responding. I pray that God continues
to give us wisdom through these challenging times.

ROBERTO MARCELLETTI—
ANTHONY DRIVE MISSION, ENNIS
ROBBYYPATTY@HOTMAIL.COM

We s e e t h e g r e a t n e e d o u r
community has to listen to the good
news. People are suffering and in
need of the message of the gospel
that is the power of God to save.

▲ Roberto Marcelletti

CESAR LEAL—NEW MISSION IN SAN ANTONIO
CESARLEAL2002@YAHOO.COM

Perseverance, worship, and
obedience to God is the key to
keeping your work active and moving
towards the goal that is this time the
planting of new churches. We cannot
allow the external world to weaken
us, much less to stop us. We are
more than conquerors through Christ
▲ Cesar Leal
Jesus!!

Will you join me in praying for these and the 34 other
Mission Points you are supporting? Let’s pray for souls
saved, disciples made, leaders equipped and churches started
for King Jesus and His Kingdom!

A word from your missionaries
BRAD HOLCOMBE—
REDEMPTION HILL MISSION IN FORT WORTH
BRAD@REDEMPTIONHILLFW.COM
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BMA Texas Missions cont.
MIKE WATT & TREVOR COWAN—
CROSS-WORK MISSION, TAHOKA
MIKE.WATT@
CROSSWORKCHURCH.ORG

Our church has been putting out
a ton of effort into our community
through outreach and knocking on
doors. Please pray that we see fruit
▲ Mike Watt
from those efforts. We have had a ton
of positive conversations and even
general interest in attending, but no
new visits from these efforts yet.
Please pray Jesus grows His church.

ROBERT LEE—
HARMONY BAPTIST CHURCH IN
NORMANGEE REPLANT
▲ Trevor Cowan
BRO.ROBERT.F.LEE@GMAIL.COM

God is continuing to work here in
Normangee. Although the summer
months are always a tough season
of ministry, I am encouraged by the
impact that our church is beginning to
have in our community. Involvement
in community events, like our town’s
Juneteenth barbecue cookoff, have ▲ Robert Lee
given us the opportunity to show
the love of Christ to others around us and to be a light in our
community.

PRAYER NEEDS:

Pray that as the summer months wind down, we would be
prepared for the ministry opportunities on the horizon in the
coming months.

PRAYER NEEDS:

Pray that we will steadfast in our witnessing opportunities as
a body. We have many!

CHRIS DRIVER—
WEST TEXAS
MULTIPLICATION NETWORK/
TEXAS MISSIONARY CARE
CJDRIVER316@GMAIL.COM

It has been a very exciting and
encouraging month here in west Texas.
After starting at our first Oasis Life
Group last month, we were able to
meet every week, even on Father’s
Day! The group just loves one another
and loves being together. It’s so
awesome to see them growing and
learning and truly engaging the Word ▲ Chris Driver
together. We had several opportunities to serve one another in
needs that came up. We each developed our own oikos map
(names of people in our spheres of influence that need to know
the Lord) and have begun praying for opportunities to share
Jesus with them. We are developing skills in the area of how to
properly study the Bible with a focus on obedience to what we
learn and not just gathering knowledge. We are also learning to
share our story and share God’s story. This group is meeting in
our house in Whitharral and it’s going great. So our next step
will be to start a new group in Levelland and/or one of the other
surrounding communities. Thank you for your prayers and your
support of BMA Texas Missions! We are so proud to serve you
and with you and to be counted among you!

PRAYER NEEDS:

Please be in prayer for the start of our next group. Please
pray for the names on our oikos lists that need to know the Lord.
You may not know all their names but God does and I know He
wants them to be saved more than we do! And please continue to
pray for the towns of Levelland, Whitharral, Smyer, Sundown,
Whiteface and Morton.

NEPTALY MOLINA—
IGLESIA BAUTISTA MISSION, NACOGDOCHES
NRMOLINA23@GMAIL.COM

WESLEY BURKE & BLAKE MOORE—
REDEMPTION BAPTIST MISSION, NACOGDOCHES
WESLEYDAVIDBURKE@GMAIL.COM

Our church has begun preaching
through the Book of Ecclesiastes this
month, and I have grown so much
already in the Lord because of its
dangerous doctrine. My challenge
to readers is that if you haven’t
spent time with the wise Preacher
Qoheleth in that book, you should do
▲ Wesley Burke
so. It is helpful in these days we find
ourselves in.

Recently, I visited my son, Josue,
who was celebrating his birthday and
is at the house of some Venezuelan
friends in Utah. We worshipped with
the BMA mission in the city of Morgan
where the missionaries are Gavin
Roberts and Chase Twin. It was a great
blessing. The time of worship was
beautiful and we enjoyed the preaching ▲ Neptaly Molina
and fellowship.  

JAIME HENRIQUEZ—
FUENTE DE VIDA ETERNA
MISSION, HOUSTON
DAIRYJENY@YAHOO.COM

We continue to experience the work
of the Lord among our community
and the church. We have started to see
things return to a sense of normality.
We have had some new visitors ▲ Jamie Henriquez

coming to the services and more people willing to talk to us as
we share the gospel with them.

PRAYER NEEDS:

Please pray for the salvation of the lost among our community
and that our mission will grow spiritually and numerically.

ISAIAS ROJAS OSECHAS-CHURCH PLANT IN SPRING
ISAIAS.ROJA5299@GMAIL.COM
Thank you for your support in this
new area of The Woodlands. I pray that
God will have new opportunities in
several more families with whom we
are in touch. Please pray for my health.

RONNIE MILLS—KINGDOM CHAPEL
MISSION, SAGINAW/NORTH FORT
▲ Isaias Rojas Osechas
WORTH
RONNIE@KCHAPEL.ORG
“Let brotherly love continue” (
Hebrews 13:1). I am reminded of our
love for one another. The same love that
our Lord showed us. Let us continue to
be faithful to one another in the love of
Christ.

PRAYER NEEDS:

Please pray for our mission, that ▲ Ronnie Mills
we will continue to see the Lord’s hand upon us and Him going
before us.

CHRIS MINDI/JESSE HALES—
ANCHOR AUSTIN
MISSION IN LEANDER
C H R I S . M I N D I @ B M AT S . E D U |
HALESJESSE@GMAIL.COM

Thank you for your support through
prayers and supporting the BMA Texas
Missions. We need you! Thank you for
▲ Jesse Hales
being the backbone of missions through
your generosity. We at Anchor, Austin
believe and commit our lives to doing
God’s Work, and you are collaborating
with us in His mission on this earth.

PRAYER NEEDS:

Continue to pray for our summer
outreach projects and reaching out to
those pockets of people who have never ▲ Chris Mindi
tasted God’s love or never knew who Jesus Christ is.
July 2021
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Missionaries Jimmy and Julie Walker
coming home from the Philippines
By HOLLY MERIWEATHER
BMA Missions Center

THEIR CALL

What began as a conversation at the Flying Burger in
Magnolia, Arkansas, became a ministry call for Jimmy and
Julie Walker. In August of 2016, Stan and Donna Scroggins
asked Jimmy about moving to the Philippines to serve at the
BMA Bible College (BMABC). He had been on five shortterm trips there and agreed to pray about it.
After six months of doing so, he still couldn’t get the
Philippines off his mind. As it turned out, Julie, who had been
on three trips to the Philippines, had prayed about the same
possibility for two years. Clearly, this was confirmation for
the Walker family to move to the Philippines for missionary
service.

THEIR PRIMARY GOAL?

To take the gospel to the 648,000,000 unreached people
of Southeast Asia. So, in July of 2018, the Walkers and their
children Judd, Adley, Nolan, Emory and Silas arrived in
Talisay on the Philippine island of Negros.

THEIR PLAN

In the months before his departure, Jimmy developed
a three-fold plan for what he would be doing at the Bible
college and for what he would do to help in church planting:
#1 Evangelize – Take the gospel to the unreached.
#2 Equip -Train and equip pastors/church planters with
God’s Word and the skills needed to plant new churches.           
#3 Engage – Partner with graduates (of BMABC) to plant
churches and help them in evangelism, discipleship, and
multiplication.
Because students at the BMABC are equipped and sent
out as missionaries and church planters—many of them
back to their own countries—the college is the epicenter
of the BMA’s Southeast Asia church planting efforts. With
his school administration and teaching background, Jimmy
was excited to be part of equipping the next group of God’s
laborers to reach the lost.
In addition to a vision for their ministry, the Walkers also
had an exit strategy and were praying for when to hand off
ministry responsibilities to ChangeMakers in the Philippines.
There were four things they wanted to see implemented
before leaving the mission field: setting up a discipleship
model, establishing a first through twelfth grade school,
helping BMA Bible College be financially self-supporting,
and planting new churches.
By God’s grace, they were able to either achieve or make
strides toward all four goals:
In a thirteenth-month process of weekly meetings, Jimmy
and Julie discipled around 65 future pastors and church
planters, teaching them how to walk with Jesus daily and
disciple others. Many are already making disciples.
In August of 2019 the Darlene Carey Academy’s first
grade began on the campus of the Bible College, then in
the following year, second grade was added. The plan is
to continue adding one grade per year until grade twelve,
and the Bible College’s staff are now in full control of the
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▲ The Jimmy Walker Family
academy’s daily operations.
BMABC is not completely self-supported, but plans have
been made for the academy to underwrite 40 percent of the
college’s operating budget, then 40 percent to come from the
US, and 20 percent taken on by Filipino churches. (Philippine
churches recently gave over $1,000, the largest gift they have
ever given.)
Although the Walkers helped and partnered with other
new church plants, they worked directly with two pastors:
Pastor Genesis and Pastor J.R. are effective church planters
who love their community and accomplished a lot, even
during the pandemic.
In addition to working in those four main areas, Jimmy
also visited and conducted outreach and evangelism among
mountain tribes; taught evangelism, church growth, and
discipleship classes at the Bible college; and encouraged
Filipinos to implement the Mission 2:10 initiative, which is
to plant 200 churches in 10 southeast Asian countries in 10
years.

THEIR RETURN HOME

In March of 2020 COVID and resulting government
restrictions in the Philippines forced the Walkers to return
to the States on the assumption that they would return
to the Philippines in August, just in time for classes
to begin. However, the pandemic worsened, causing
additional lockdowns. So, Jimmy continued teaching his
classes virtually for the next two semesters, all the while
communicating with pastors, church planters, students and
Bible college staff members.
As it turned out, the Filipinos they served at BMABC and
in their other ministry areas were handling things just fine

without them.
Jimmy said, “Along with meeting goals, we had been
praying and seeking the Lord’s direction for the right time to
leave but assumed we would be on the field one or two more
years. Since we planned to hand off ministry to the Filipinos,
we know God closed the door on a return to the Philippines.
We did not anticipate that when we returned home in March
(of 2020), but we are confident that this was the Lord’s plan
and we trust that He is working all things out.”
In June of 2020, Jimmy finished teaching his classes
remotely at the Bible college and officially came off the field.

THEIR FUTURE PLANS

With 20 years of experience in school administration,
Jimmy was hired as assistant superintendent at Columbia
Christian School in Magnolia, Arkansas in May 2021. He
will work alongside the current superintendent until Jimmy
assumes the superintendent role in the 2022 fall semester.
He and his family plan on returning to the Philippines,
taking family and students there on short-term trips, and
continuing to raise funds for the Darlene Carey Academy,
which now has first graders and second graders and will add
a grade each year.
John David Smith says, “Jimmy and Julie Walker went
to the Philippines with a clear objective and a working exit
strategy in relation to the schools there. In conjunction with
other missionaries, they have accomplished their goals and
have seen fit to not return to the Philippines.
“We are thankful for the ministry the Walkers enjoyed
there, and we pray that God will use them mightily in their
next ministry opportunity. Jimmy, Julie and family, thank you
for your service to the Lord and to our association.”

52 Days, Rebuilding For Fall From Jacksonville College
By JOE LIGHTNER, D.Min.
Jacksonville College is in the midst of a summer campaign
called 52 Days, Rebuilding For Fall. Rebuilding for fall is what
summers have always been about at the College. This summer’s
campaign is designed to prepare space for beds, classrooms, and
offices needed to accommodate fall enrollment.
In the Old Testament, Nehemiah and God’s people
miraculously rebuilt the Jerusalem wall in 52 days. In much the
same way, God has used this campaign to rally the Jacksonville
College family to ready our campus for students He is sending
us. There are still many opportunities for volunteers to
participate with this campaign.
If you would like to participate, more information can be
found at www.jacksonville-college.edu.

Dr. Joe Lightner is the president of Jacksonville
College. Contact him at 105 B.J. Albritton Drive,
Jacksonville, Texas 75766, 903-586-2518 or
jlightner@jacksonville-college.edu

The Master’s Builders return to Jacksonville College to help with renovations
By NELDA MALONE

The Master’s Builders Reporter
Jacksonville College called on The Master’s Builders to
help with some renovations as they begin a new era under
the institution’s new resident, Dr Joe Lightner. It had been
five years since The Master’s Builders last worked at the
college and they were happy to return. The recent project in
Jacksonville was the 172nd for The Master’s Builders, which
began their ministry in 1991.
Our two weeks of work began on June 7, with 11 men
dividing into small groups to work on different projects on
campus. These projects included:
• Building 12 shower stalls in the Meadows Building
• Building a wall in the biology lab
• Installing doors in the president’s office
• Building walls in the former elementary school, not the
East Campus of the college
• Removing a platform in the biology lab
Much work was done in Collins Hall, the girl’s dorm,
including preparing all walls for painting, cleaning, installing
lights, and raising the banister on the second floor.
Also, a group of men went to Craft, Jacksonville, and
framed a new awning at the entrance of the church’s family
life center.
The fellowship The Master’s Builders experienced with
First, Jacksonville and Craft, Jacksonville was sweet.
There are many people to thank for seeing to all our needs
and wants including Darlene Burnitte, Mirtha Eckles and
the ladies who work in the cafeteria at Jacksonville College;
Eric Johnson, pastor of First, Jacksonville, who worked with
the men one day, fulfilling a wish he has had for years and
the groups of ladies who fed The Master’s Builders special
meals.
Like The Master’s Builders on Facebook at “The Master’s
Builders.”

▲ The Master’s Builders at Jacksonville College

▲ Awning installation by The Master’s Builders at Craft, Jacksonville

▲ The Master’s Builders building walls at Jacksonville College

July 2021

|7

An expression of everlasting love

Many of our friends choose to honor or remember a
family member, a friend, or an associate with a gift for the
children of the Baptist Home. Texas Baptist Home, in turn,
notifies the appropriate person. Listed in capital letters
are those honored or remembered from Jun. 1 to Jun. 30,
2021.

ENDOWMENTS
MYRA STOKES: BILL STOKES

The current, yet timeless imperatives of TBHC
By JASON CURRY

Imagine, if you would, a circuit riding preacher traveling
across the state of Texas, challenging everyone everywhere
he went, to live boldly for Jesus Christ. Stopping at numerous
places, he traveled by train, wagon and in one of the first
automobiles through snow, rain and sweltering heat. He found
himself stuck in the mud, removing fences and traveling on
unknown roads. But he was a preacher and a beggar of the
best kind. Faithful and determined, he called on every church
to give to an orphanage that was at times desperate, just to
feed their kids.
Just like the commitment of this preacher, there is a
commitment from people all over Texas, to care for our
TBHC kids in need. Abused and neglected children find
themselves in a place that is unfamiliar, yet they are safe.
Our hope is that each child would experience the safety of a
home, the nurturing of parents, and good news of the gospel.

We were established to meet needs of children. I hope that
this article and others will communicate where we have been
as an orphanage, where we are as a foster care and adoption
agency and where we are going as a ministry to children.
Join me as we explore TBHC’s current, yet timeless,
imperatives that have been molded by our wonderful heritage

HONORARIUMS
NELSON AND FLOW DOWNING: JERRY NELL
KARL PACE: KELLY PENICK
IONE SCOVEL: JOE HOLMES
JENNIFER THOMAS: EDWINA WALKER
LOIS TUCKER: DAN AND LAMARSHA WIMBERLY
LINDA WATTS: CHARLES AND CHARLOTTE JOHNSON

MEMORIALS
WALTER BECKER: DENNIS AND ILONA MYRICE

Jason Curry is the president of the Texas Baptist

THELMA BOLTON: TEMPLE BAPTIST CHURCH CODY

Home for Children. Contact him 629 Farley St,

BUTLER: PATSY BISHOP

Waxahachie, Texas 75165, 972-937-1321 or jcurry@

LARRY AND ROSELEN BOBO: JAMES BOBO

tbhc.org. For more information, visit www.tbhc.org.

PATRICIA CHEVALIER: JED AND GLENICE WHITAKER
CHARLIE CRAIN: WELDON AND LANA SPARKS

Letter to the Editor—
Mission Field in East Texas

JOE COX: CALEB AND JAMI DAVIDSON, JED AND GLENICE

Has there been a place that has been special in your life as
a kid? A place where you were able to find God in your life?
Did you attend a church camp and realize that you needed to
surrender to a call from the Lord? If that place was Daniel
Springs Baptist Encampment, then I have a request for you?
Daniel Springs needs your support. The Camp is not a part
of a department of the BMA and it has to raise all its money
from donations and camps. Due to the COVID-19 pandemic,
there were no camps last year. There are repairs that must be
made to the Camp. The lake dam is leaking and will soon
break if it is not repaired. The swimming pool has issues and
it is going to have to be replaced. These are things that the
Camp needs for its activities.
It is so hard, if not impossible, to run a summer camp
without water games and sports. Kids love water in the
100-degree summers we have in east Texas.

AND JAMI DAVIDSON, JED AND GLENICE WHITAKER

So, here is my question for you: Will you become a part of
the solution to the problems at the Camp? Could you donate
$25, $50, $100 or more to help get these repairs done at the
camp? If you have been blessed with some extra finances,
then we pray that you will share with the Camp. It is a
mission field where kids learn about God and His love for
them.
What about you guys that are in the construction business?
Do you have resources that you could donate to improve the
Camp? I pray that God will burden your heart for this mission
field right here in your own state.
Giving is easy. All you have to do is go online to https://
danielspringscamp.com.
Charlotte Johnson
Gilmer, Texas
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CHARLES DENTON: BRENDA RAY
GLENDA EARL: TINA MCKNIGHT
TIM FIELD: CHARLES AND CHARLOTTE JOHNSON, CALEB
DAVID FORTNER: VIRGINIA HOPKINS
WAYNE HERRING: WELDON AND LANA SPARKS
JEANETTE HUX: CHARLES AND CARLOTTE JOHNSON
JOHNNIE JACKSON: CALEB AND JAMI DAVIDSON
RUSS JACKSON: STEPHANNIE FRANKLIN
RICKI JOHNSTON: ROMMY & BRENDA SHULTLOSWORTH
JOHN KAYLOR: LAUREN CARTER
CARTER MAYES: TAYLOR MOBLEY
TEENA MUMPHREY: RED SPRINGS MBC
JESSICA ODOM: TOMMY & BRENDA SH
LOVITA LOU OUIMET: JAMES OUIMET

Local association meeting dates, times and
places needed
It won't be long until local associations will conduct
annual meetings. Please provide Baptist Progress with the
meeting date, place and time of your local association, if you

WHITAKER,

have that information. Email the meeting date, place and time
of your local association meeting to editor@baptistprogress.
org.

RUBY REID: WELDON & LANA SPARKS
IONE SCOVEL: JOE HOLMES
JAN SKINNER: JOHN AND CYNTHIA HENDERSON
DON SUSTAIRE: PATSY BISHOP
EDWARD TALBOT: ROY AND ELIZABETH TALBOT
GRAYLON WALTON: WELDON & LANA SPARKS
DOROTHY WRIGHT: THOMAS JETER

It’s Time to Make Your Reservations
By BMA OF AMERICA COMMITTEE
ON ARRANGEMENTS
The 2021 session of the Baptist Missionary Association
of America will meet August 2-4 at the Farley Street Baptist
Church in Waxahachie, Texas. The church and hotels are
looking forward to our meeting there. Please make your
reservations early. Call the local hotels directly to make
your reservations. Local telephone numbers are included
below. You must identify that you are with the Baptist
Missionary Association of America. Also, when making
your reservations, be sure to let them know you want rooms
in the block for the BMAA that begins on August 1. Your stay
does not have to include the night of the 1st, but that will make
sure you get the BMA block rate.
The Fairfield Inn and Suites will serve as our headquarters
hotel for the annual meeting in Waxahachie.
Fairfield by Marriott, 2020 Civic Center Lane: (Standard
1 King or Standard 2 Queen: $135.00). Telephone reservations:
972-937-8886. Reservation cutoff date is July 11, 2021.
In addition to the headquarters hotel, additional facilities
are available in the area. Following is a list of properties that
have blocked rooms for the BMA meeting.
• Best Western Plus, 1701 North Highway 77: (Room
Rate: $99.99). Complimentary hot breakfast buffet daily.
Telephone reservations: 972-938-1600. Reservation cutoff
date is July 18, 2021.
• Comfort Suites, 131 RVG Plaza: (2 queen suite,
$109.00; King suite, $109.00; for more than 2 people in the
room, not including children, there will be an additional
$15.00/person charge). Hot breakfast buffet daily. Telephone
reservations: 469-517-1600. Reservation cutoff date is July
18, 2021.
• Hampton Inn, 2010 Civic Center Lane: (Double
Queen: $120.00; King standard, $120.00). Hot breakfast daily.
Telephone reservations: 972-923-0666, EXT 0. Reservation
cutoff date is July 20, 2021.
• Holiday Inn Express & Suites, 984 North US 287
Bypass: (Single King, $139.99; 2 Queen, $139.99; King
Suite, $169.99). Use Group Code: BMAA 2020. Telephone
reservations: 972-938-3300. Reservation cutoff date is July 1,
2021.
• La Quinta Inns & Suites, 311 Stadium Drive: (Standard
room, $104.00). Hot breakfast buffet daily. Telephone
reservations: 972-937-5525. Reservation cutoff date is July 1,
2021.
All room rates quoted above are subject to all local taxes.
July 2021
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Spotlight on National GMA Retreat
By GLENDA CHAMBERLAIN
The National GMA Retreat got off to a great start with over
150 girls and sponsors in attendance from Texas, Arkansas,
Louisiana, Mississippi and Missouri. The retreat was held
at Daniel Springs Baptist Encampment in Gary June 15–18,
2021. As the young ladies arrived to camp and got settled
in their dorms or cabins, they had the opportunity to do a
scavenger hunt. The hunt for clues took the participants all
over the campgrounds collecting tickets they turned in for
prizes. It was a great way to for them to become familiarized
with Daniel Springs.
After dinner, everyone made their way to Daniel’s Dorm,
half of which had been transformed into a smaller version of
the tabernacle, perfect for all the GMA meetings and services.
The National GMA officers were introduced and the retreat
theme Spotlight was announced. The theme verse was 2
Corinthians 3:18, “But we all, with unveiled face beholding as
in a mirror the glory of the Lord, are being transformed into
the same image from glory to glory, just as by the spirit of the
Lord.” The daily themes put the spotlight directly on the Lord
instead of ourselves.
Bro. Eric Johnson, pastor of First, Jacksonville, was the
camp pastor for the week. Bro. Eric shared touching stories
from years of being a missionary’s kid to years he was a
missionary himself. He has worked all over the world doing
the Lord’s work, touching lives and changing hearts. He talked
about how God can do great things through ordinary people.
He said that Jesus is waiting to do something great in
everyone’s life. In one of his sermons, he spoke of Peter
obeying Jesus by casting his fishing net one more time. Peter
said, “Because you said so, I will.” Jesus showed Peter His
glory that evening. Jesus has something to say to each one of
us! Let His glory shine through you to others.
Holly Meriweather with BMA Missions and Lauren Crawley
with Lifeword, shared information on BMA missionaries and
the work being done through Lifeword.
The project for 2020-2021 was the Freeman Publication
renovation project in the Philippines. To raise funds for the
project, the officers had a variety of items for sale, a huge silent
auction and the officer competition boxes.
Wednesday morning, the young ladies working on Queen
Steps met for a special time of fun games with Laura Hazzard.
Cheyenne Collard spoke with the ladies about spotlighting
different struggles they may face every day, and then she
turned the spotlight to biblical verses to turn to when dealing
with those challenges. Kim Cade helped the Queens create fun
TikTok videos.
While the Queens were having their special time, the young
ladies working on Maiden through Princess Steps gathered in
the Tabernacle to learn more about Lifeword, how to study
their Bible, and missions around the world. Afternoon activities
for everyone were swimming, crafts, games and paddle
boating.
Wednesday evening was a special time when Lydia Dunlap,
Miss GMA for 2021, and Madalie Gardner, Junior Miss GMA
for 2021, were recognized. A beautiful coronation was held for
the reigning Queens. Each Queen was individually introduced
and recited scripture.
The Afterglow, is a highly anticipated late-night event, one
you have to see to believe. All the girls are adorned in glowin-the-dark paint and clothing and donning a variety of brightly
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▲ Reigning Queens at the 2021 GMA Retreat
lit glowsticks, headbands, glasses, bracelets, you name it…if
it glows it was there. The group sings, dances and performs
skits to upbeat Christian songs. All in the dark, but glowing
brightly!!
Water games were on the schedule for Thursday afternoon.
Daniel Springs was set for water fun with a platform rising high
above the girls. The camp staff was well prepared with water
cannons, balloons, hoses and buckets all with the intention of
no-one, I mean no-one leaving dry. A variety of games were
played all around the platform. Everyone had a waterlogged,
soaked to the skin, fun time.
A new slate of National GMA officers were elected, For a
complete listing of officers, visit nationalgma.org. Charlotte
Johnson, national WMA 1st vice president, installed the
officers and read Matthew 25:35-40. She spoke about the
Good Samaritan and the need to help others and invite them to
church to hear the Gospel. Mrs. Johnson challenged the new
officers to be the light of Jesus to others throughout the coming
year. Each new officer was given a flashlight as a reminder.
Valerie Fish had a booth at the back of the tabernacle for
everyone one who wanted to know more about Jesus’ saving
grace, plus she helped teach girls how to share the Gospel with
their friends and loved ones. Throughout the week, Valerie
shared the gospel with 38 young ladies, and there were seven
professions of faith during camp. Praise the Lord!
A new project was selected, Morgan Grace Fellowship
church plant in Morgan County, Utah. The church leaders
are brothers Gavin and Chase Roberts, both are former BMA
Galileans.
We are praying for at least 200 National GMA Retreat
attendees for 2022. Please join the GMAs in praying for this
goal to be not only met, but also exceeded. GMA retreat is

a time for scripture to be poured into our young ladies, for
a deeper relationship with Jesus to grow and flourish, and
a chance to establish Christian friendships that may last a
lifetime.

Glenda Chamberlain is the Texas Women’s
Missionary Auxiliary (WMA) editor. Contact her
at gcham33@yahoo.com. For more information
about the Texas WMA, visit www.texaswma.com.

HEAVEN IS A FREE GIFT!
It is not earned or deserved. No amount of e ort or good works can earn
a place for you in heaven. Why?

157TH ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION

DATE: Aug. 1, 2021
TIME: Sunday school, 9:45 a.m.;
worship, 10:45 a.m.;
covered dish lunch, 12 p.m.
PLACE: New Hope Baptist Church,
Mineola, Texas
GUEST SPEAKER: Cody Mize
MUSIC: John Beck

2021 BMA OF AMERICA ANNUAL MEETING
DATE: Aug. 2-4, 2021
PLACE: Farley Street Baptist Church,
Waxahachie, Texas

AVAILABLE POSITIONS

PASTOR—Mt. Calvary, Carthage is seeking a pastor. Send resume to Pastor Search
Team, 249 County Road 278, Carthage, Texas 75633 or ritterpd@yahoo.com. TFN
YOUTH/STUDENT MINISTER—Craft, Jacksonville is seeking a bivocational youth/
student minister. Send resume to P.O. Box 1644, Jacksonville, Texas 75766 or james@
craftjacksonville.com or call 903-752-6610. 7/21
PASTOR—First, Palmer is seeking a pastor. Send resume to pastorsearch@
fbcpalmer.org or mail to P.O. Box 70, Palmer, Texas 75152. TFN
PASTOR—First Missionary, Morton is seeking a pastor. Send resume to jimmysealy@
aol.com or to FMBC Box 981, Morton, Texas 79346. TFN

Because . . .
MAN IS A SINNER.
“For all have sinned . . .” (Rom. 3:23)Because of this, man cannot save
himself.GOD.On the one hand, God is merciful and does not want to
punish us. Yet God is just and must punish sin. God solved this problem for us in the Person of . . .
JESUS CHRIST.
He died on the cross to pay the penalty for our sins and rose from the
grave to purchase a place for us in heaven—“the Lord has laid on Him
(Jesus) the iniquity of us all” (Isa. 53:6).

NTERIM PASTOR TRAINING

DATE: Aug. 24, 2021
TIME: 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.
with lunch provided for $10
PLACE: BMA of Texas Office Building,
632 Farley Street, Waxahachie

THE GIFT IS RECEIVED BY FAITH.
Saving faith is trusting in Jesus Christ alone for eternal life. It means
resting on Christ alone and what He has done, rather than what you or
I have done to get us into heaven. “Believe on (or trust in) the Lord Jesus
Christ and you will be saved” (Acts 16:31).

BAPTIST PROGRESS
MINISTRY CONNECTION WORKSHOP:
REACHING PEOPLE THROUGH
SOCIAL MEDIA AND WEBSITES
DATE: Sept. 16, 2021
TIME: 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.
with lunch provided for $10
PLACE: BMA of Texas Building,
632 Farley Street, Waxahachie

2021 BMA OF TEXAS ANNUAL MEETING
DATE: Nov. 4, 2021
PLACE: New Harmony, Tyler

2021 NATIONAL SENIOR ADULT CONFERENCE
DATE: Nov. 15-17, 2021
PLACE: Chateau on the Lakes,
Branson, Missouri

SO MAY WE ASK . . .
Have you received God’s free gift of eternal life?The Bible assures us in
1 John 5:13 that we can know we have eternal life.

CHARLES HOLMES

Private funeral services for Charles Nicholson Holmes, 92, of
Mexia, father of Dr. Charley Holmes, president of Baptist
Missionary Association Theological Seminary, were held at
Sardis, Jewett July 9, 2021. He served in the Texas National
Guard and later established his own insurance agency. Holmes
was a member and deacon of Calvary, Mexia for a number
of years. Memorials may be made to the Baptist Missionary
Association Theological Seminary, P.O. Box 670, Jacksonville, TX 75766.

JOHN GREGSON

Do you know for sure that you are going to heaven when you die?The
Bible says, “Whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved.”
If you are willing to repent (turn away from your sin and to the Lord Jesus) you
can receive the free gift of eternal life by simply praying:Lord Jesus, I know I am
a sinner and do not deserve eternal life. But I believe You died and rose from
the grave to purchase a place in heaven for me. Jesus, come into my life, take
control of my life, forgive my sins, and save me. I am now placing my trust in
You alone for my salvation, and I accept your free gift of eternal life.

Funeral services for Dr. John William Gregson, 97, were held at
Autry Funeral Home in Jacksonville June 29, 2021. He served in the
United States Navy, then made known his call to the gospel ministry
in 1949. Gregson earned degrees from Wayland Baptist University,
Stephen F. Austin State University and Baptist Missionary Theological
Seminary. He served as registrar, professor and president of Baptist
Missionary Association Theological Seminary and as academic dean
at Jacksonville College. Gregson pastored churches in New Mexico and Texas for 32 years,
as well as serving several churches as interim pastor. He wrote Sunday school lessons
published in the Baptist Progress for eight years, and wrote several articles for Baptist
papers in the southwest. Gregson wrote volumes of sermons and lessons on the books of
the New Testament and authored or contributed to numerous books. Memorials may be
made to Jacksonville College and/or BMA Seminary.

CHARLES SULLIVAN, JR.
JED WHITAKER is the new pastor of Enon
Missionary, Gilmer.
* If you are aware of pastor and staff changes,
please let us know at Baptist Progress by
emailing us at editor@baptistprogress.org.

Funeral services for Charles Allan Sullivan, Jr., 81, of Carthage, held
at Jimerson-Lipsey Funeral Home in Carthage June 26. He earned
degrees from Stephen F. Austin State University and Southwestern
Baptist Seminary. Sullivan served the Lord through in music in multiple
churches throughout Arkansas and Texas including First, Carthage,
Texas. Memorial may be made to Central Baptist College’s Music
Department in Conway, Arkansas.
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