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to the churches of the BMA of America
By DR. JASON AULTMAN
BMA of America President
I hope 2016 has gotten off to a wonderful start and proves
to be a year that overﬂows with God’s abundant blessings
on you and your church family. I wanted to remind you
that April 25 – 27, we will gather in beautiful Gatlinburg,
Tennessee for the annual meeting of our national association.
I hope you will make plans to be there for what I believe will
be an enjoyable and exciting few days together.
As an added feature at last year ’s meeting some
opportunities were offered to attend workshops on various
topics. The hope was that this would provide attendees a time
to receive practical instruction and help, allowing us all to
return to our fields of ministry better equipped to serve and
lead effectively. The response was overwhelmingly positive
and we look forward to offering additional workshops at the
upcoming meeting. Of course, these are provided in addition
to the times of conducting business and opportunities to
gather for worship.
A preliminary schedule for the meeting is included on
page 5 of this issue. I trust this overview will be helpful to
you in planning your schedule and travel.
If the Lord returns before April 25 I will see you in Heaven.
Otherwise, I look forward to seeing you in Gatlinburg!
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Jealousy in the ministry
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Whenever I have moved from one ministry to the next, I
have always prayed and desired that my successor would find
more success and blessing than I did while serving in the
same position. But the truth of the matter is, not everyone
shares my sentiments. In fact, there is much jealousy in
ministry. My brethren, these things ought not to be so!
The apostle Paul dealt with jealousy in his day. He wrote
to the Philippian Church in Philippians 1:15-17, “Some
indeed preach Christ even of envy and strife; and some
also of good will: The one preach Christ of contention, not
sincerely, supposing to add affliction to my bonds: But the
other of love, knowing that I am set for the defence of the
gospel.”
Moses blessed Joshua, and Elijah passed his mantle to
Elisha in hopes that the Lord would surely bless the efforts
of the men who came behind them. Paul trained young men
to do well in ministry, encouraging them along the way.
Moses, Elijah and Paul were not interested in leaving selfish
legacies for which they would receive glory. Instead, as they
departed from the scene, they sought to honor their Lord.
Over the years, I have heard former pastors speak unkindly
about the men who succeeded them. I have heard them offer
theories as to why the churches they once led were now
experiencing more professions of faith and higher attendance.
In their minds, the Lord couldn’t possibly have been blessing
their successors; they must have been compromising in some
area. After all, the former pastor never met with the same
success as the current pastor. Jealousy!
I also know of former pastors who have tried to undermine
men who have been called to their former positions by
staying in close contact with church members, medaling in
church affairs and offering “free” advice. Why wouldn’t they
want their successors to do well? Again, jealousy!
Also, in recent years, in at least two prominent American
churches, the widows of former pastors led mass exoduses of
members away from the churches their husbands once served
as pastors. They didn’t like how their husbands’ successors
had changed things from the way their beloveds had done
them. They saw the new pastors as a threat to their husbands’
legacies. Again, jealousy!
My attitude has always been that if the Lord wanted things
to stay as they had been, then the former pastor would still
be the pastor. The simple truth is, if things are going to grow,
they must change. There are new seasons that come our way,
and we should welcome those seasons as opportunities to
serve the Lord in greater ways.
Neither should a minister of the gospel be envious of another
who holds what appears to be a more glamourous position.
Often, the bigger the ministry, the bigger the obstacles with
which one must contend. It’s like the old saying, “The grass
is always greener on the other side.” Comparing where the
Lord has us with where another is serving will only result in
disappointment and discouragement. The songwriter penned

well the words, “Little is much, if
God is in it.” We should be honored
to serve the Lord wherever He has
placed us because He has counted
us worthy in Him.
Perhaps I am a bit of a maverick,
but I have never cared much about
what others think of me as long as
I know that I am in the center of
God’s will. It really does not matter
to me if my name is mentioned
in history books or if my name is
emblazoned on a building or some
memorial. Why? Because life is not
▲ Jerry Fulton
about me; it’s all about Him!
When people think of Baptist Progress, I do not want them
to think of me, but instead the ministry we offer in the name
of Jesus. When I pastored churches, I did not want others to
say, “That’s Jerry Fulton’s church,” because no church ever
has or will belong to me. True churches belong to the Savior!
In conclusion, my challenge to every minister is this:
Live for the glory of God and allow Christ to be your focus.
When the task the Lord has called you to is completed, be
your successor ’s biggest cheerleader. Encourage him, pray
for him and guard against interfering in any way. Ask the
Lord to bless him abundantly as he serves the Most High!
Remember, it’s not about you; it’s all about Him!

Correction concerning
Administrative Committee
meeting location
An incorrect meeting place for the next Administrative
Committee meeting was published in the last issue of Baptist
Progress. The meeting will take place in the chapel of Texas
Baptist Home for Children, instead of Jacksonville College, at
10 a.m. Monday, Feb. 1, 2016.

Help somebody – Please
By LARRY BARKER
The book of James is all about doing and taking action.
The reality is that before we go any further talking about
doing we must first address the issue of our attitude. God
has always been into motives and while what we do is
very important He also looks at why we do what we do. If
we serve without the right attitude, we submit to legalistic
guidelines. It becomes all about a list of “dos” and “do nots.”
All you hear is you “must do that” and you “can’t do that.”
James focuses on having the right attitude and having the
right actions. Obedience in both areas is required. Legalism
produces the wrong motives while a lack of service produces
the wrong actions. It can become easy to criticize what others
are doing because it is different, but we must remember that
different is not necessarily wrong, it is just different. Many
of the tried and true methods we are comfortable with today
were radical, outside the box, innovations at one time.
First, we must have the right attitude! This places the
focus on who I am. James 1:2-3 says, “My brethren, count
it all joy when ye fall into divers temptations; Knowing this,
that the trying of your faith worketh patience.” Attitude
is everything because if we serve with the wrong attitude
we become easily frustrated and eventually will burn-out
emotionally. Here is what you need to consider in having the
right attitude:
1. Guard your heart! Proverbs 4:23 says, “Guard your
heart above all else, for it is the source of life.” You
must be careful not to allow bitterness, envy, jealousy,
or pride to control your heart. A great way to test your
heart condition is to listen to yourself. How do you
sound? Are you more positive or negative? Do you talk
more about your needs or the needs of others?
2. Change your thinking! Proverbs 23:7 says, “For as
he thinketh in his heart, so is he:” Once again, listen to
yourself. Do you gripe and complain more than you tell
others how wonderful a God you serve? Todd Wilson
said it this way, “You can’t always change your context
or the hand you are dealt, but you can change your
thinking.” What and who does your mind dwell upon?
3. Adjust your focus! Philemon 2:3 makes this clear,
“Do nothing out of rivalry or conceit, but in humility
consider others as more important than yourselves.”
How do we take the necessary steps to no longer be
consumers of the goods our church offers to becoming
contributers for the cause of Christ? The truth is that
there is more joy found in serving others than in serving
yourself.

4. Know the real treasure of Christianity! It is not that
we get to do good, or that we are blessed when we help
others, nor is it even that we get to go to heaven one
day. The real treasure of Christianity is that we get to
know God intimately and personally. I John 3:1 says,
“Look at how great a love the Father has given us that
we should be called God’s children. And we are!”
Second, we must have the right actions! Now the
focus is on what I will do for Christ because I have the right
attitude. James 1:27 says, “Pure and undefiled religion before
our God and Father is this: to look after orphans and widows
in their distress and to keep oneself unstained by the world.”
This is a challenge to focus on those who need our help the
most. God has blessed us so that we can be a blessing to
others. Who is it, in your circle of inﬂuence, that needs your
help?
1. Have a servant’s heart! It starts with leaders who
have a love and concern for others. When we send
church planters to their communities we challenge
them to go serve their city and then God will build His
church. Remember leaders, if you want people in your
church to have a servant’s heart they must see it in you.
Speed of the leader, speed of the team.
2. Love your city! When Jesus saw the multitudes, He
was moved with compassion and as He looked over
Jerusalem, He wept. Daniel Im puts it this way, “Too
many times we have a vision for our church but not for
our city. Develop a vision for your city.” If your church
closed its doors would anyone in your community even
notice?

3. Redefine church membership! The true definition
of membership is not attendance, but rather, service. I
Corinthians 12 tells us that if a member of the body is
not functioning then it is not fulfilling its role properly.
Do not allow atrophy to set in where there is a gradual
decline in your effectiveness and vigor due to underuse
or neglect. Make sure you are exercising your serving
muscles.
4. Glorify God and spread His fame! Be a church where
the glory of your church takes a back seat to the glory
of God. All of us need to talk more about the gospel of
Jesus Christ than we talk about our church. Hopefully,
you are excited about your church, enjoy your church,
and want to invite others to come to your church.
However, make sure you tell them about Jesus. Tell
them how wonderful a savior you have and that you
would much rather talk about Him because He is what
it is really all about!
Healthy Christians and healthy churches are helping others
spiritually and physically. Find someone to serve. Look for
ways that your church can be a blessing to your community.
Help somebody - Please!

Larry Barker is the pastor of Cornerstone,
Jacksonville. He also serves as the
operations director for North American
Missions. For more information or to
contact him, visit www.bmamissions.org.
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Meet your state missionaries
By HEITH MITCHELL
THE CHURCH AT VALLEY RANCH, PORTER;
GARY SOUTHARD, LEAD PASTOR

Having served in
ministry for 29 years
and pastored five
churches, I became a
church planter in 2009
when I began to assist
in planting LIFEQuest
Community Church
in Porter. My wife
of 37 years, Rhonda,
and I are currently
planting a new church
in New Caney, called
The Church at Valley
▲ Gary and Rhonda Southard
Ranch. Valley Ranch
is located just 30 minutes from Downtown Houston. It offers
homes from the $140s to the $230s. The master plan calls for
over 2,000 homes. Valley Ranch Elementary and New Caney
Middle School are located inside the community.
Valley Ranch also offers a multitude of retail, business and
medical opportunities through the Valley Ranch Town Center
that is in development. This is a regional retail development,
offering retail shopping, dining and entertainment venues in
excess of 1 million square feet. It will be strategically located
at the intersection of the Grand Parkway and Hwy 59, making
way for the expected growth of Exxon Mobil employees.
Valley Ranch will also satisfy the current medical needs
with a 100 acre campus with a 150 bed hospital. The campus
will develop with a wide range of diagnostics and health
providers to serve the region.
The mission project began with one family, the Hearnes,
from LIFEQuest Community Church. We are discipling a core
group of six families. We met in homes until June of 2015
when we began to meet at Valley Ranch Elementary School.
We are conducting a series of “Practice Services” with the
timeline of having a preview service April 3. We have plans for
a targeted launch service Sept. 4.
The vision of The Church at Valley Ranch is Where
Everything Is Made Better: Better faith, better families and a
better future. This vision is based on Hebrews 11:40, “God had
planned something better for us so that only together with us
would they be made perfect.”
Visit our website at www.churchvalleyranch.com, like us on
Facebook “Church Valley Ranch,” or find us on YouTube “The
Church at Valley Ranch.”

JOURNEY COMMUNITY CHURCH, ALLEN;
CECIL LINKE, LEAD PASTOR

Journey Community Church was birthed out of a heart
to see people turn to Jesus and honestly wrestle with the
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THE BRIDGE CHURCH; MATTHEW PRATER, LEAD PASTOR

▲ Cecil and Sue Linke & Family
messiness of life in the “burbs.” The story behind the story is
that life is not as glamorous in the suburbs as our momentary
snapshots make it appear on Facebook.
At Journey, we desire to extend grace and love to people
who are far from God in order that they may discover faith
in God, connect to a loving community and serve others by
offering them hope in dark and desperate times.
We like to say that we don’t “go” to church – we “are”
the church! This means we take as many opportunities as
possible to serve our surrounding community. You can get
an idea of one of the ways we serve our community by going
to www.peopleonajourney.com/specialevents and clicking on
the link. Currently, Journey is portable and meeting at Green
Elementary School in Allen.

THE REFUGE, TERRELL; DARREN LEMONS, LEAD PASTOR

My name is Darren
Lemons, and I have
been married to my
amazing wife, Becky,
for 12 years. We have
two boys, Daylen
(6) and Jase (2). We
serve at The Refuge
Church in Terrell. God
has taken us through a
journey that has been
tough, exciting, and
rewarding.
In August, we were
▲ Darren and Becky Lemons & Family
able to move out of
the movie theater where we had been meeting, and into a
rented church building. This change has opened many doors
for us as we can use the building at various times for many
events. We had our first ever night service with 89 people in
attendance Dec 23.
The biggest thing is God has been changing lives. We are
seeing people fall in love with Christ, serve Him, and seeing
our city transformed by the gospel of Christ. Please pray as
we start this new year that it will be the best year of ministry
our church has ever had.

The Bridge Church
was planted in order
to see life change in
north Texas. North
Texas is a growing
area where people
from all different parts
of the United States
are moving. As you
drive through town,
you see new houses,
new businesses and
new roads being built.
E v e r y t h i n g l o o k s ▲ Matthew and Amy Prather & Family
“nice.” But the truth
is the people in the new houses are hurting and searching
for something. Their life is not as nice and perfect as they
may appear. At The Bridge we desire to lead people from
where they are to where God wants them to be. We do this by
teaching them to love God, connect to others and serve our
community.
As with any church, this means that we have to go to
where people are and spend time in our community reaching
those that are far from God. You can learn more about The
Bridge at discoverthebridge.com. The Bridge currently meets
at Celina Elementary in Celina, Texas.

RESONATE COMMUNITY CHURCH, HUTTO;
WILL HUTCHINSON, PASTOR

Hutto is a growing
community for young
families. People are
moving here from
all over the world,
but mostly from
California right
now. We have new
people move in town
every week. Most
people I meet have
vastly differing views
of religion. Some hate
it, and some love it.
▲ Will and Kelly Hutchison & Family
Most are apathetic to
anything religious.
We have spent the last two years building relationships
and meeting needs in our community, and we are now
launching into a public worship service on Valentine’s Day.
We have been working hard to reach this point and covet your
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Meet your state missionaries cont.
prayers as we move forward.
There are several ways we are asking for you to pray for
us. Pray that we will meet people where they are and make
an impact on their lives. Pray for our teen meetings at the
YMCA in Hutto. If you have questions or would like more
information please contact us, or visit our website, www.
resonatecommunity.com.

LIFE CHANGE CHURCH, TYLER; DEWEY DAVIDSON AND RICK
SYDNOR, PASTORS

During the
Thanksgiving and
Christmas holidays
Life Change Church
o f Ty l e r h e l d t w o
outreach/evangelism
events. The first
event was held the
Saturday before
Thanksgiving at Pecan
Wood Apartments in
Whitehouse, and the
second event was held
the Saturday before
▲ Dewey and Denise Davidson
Christmas Day at Sage
Meadow Apartments in Lindale. A lot of prayers went up to
our Lord and Savior prior to the events for a great harvest and
good weather. The weather forecast for both days was calling
for rain and high winds.
Dr.
Dewey
Davidson, Rick
Sydnor and the Life
Change Team started
e a c h e v e n t a t 11
a.m. and concluded
at 2 p.m. They set
up bouncy jumps
for the children and
family to enjoy and
around 11:45 a.m.
they gathered all the
children for fun and
games—girls’ versus ▲ Rick and Glenda Sydnor
boys’ competition.
Leslie Dudley and her husband, Elvin, coordinated the
games, and during the games, she was talking about making
good decisions and choices. The purpose for the talking
points was to set up the gospel presentation. After the games
Dr. Davidson presented the gospel using the evangel-cube for
the children. After the children’s presentation, we cooked
hotdogs and fed a lot of families. After everyone was fed, Dr.
Davidson preached the gospel to the adults attending prior to
the turkey giveaway for the adults. Every adult had to come
to hear the Good News before they received their turkey.

Both events yielded a lot of decisions for Jesus, children
and adults. More than 80 plus turkeys were given away
at both events. Bible studies have begun, and we had the
wonderful opportunity to move a handicap female named
Jackie from Pecan Wood Apartments in Whitehouse to
another apartment complex in Tyler June 2. Wow! Another
wonderful opportunity to evangelize an apartment community
for the glory of Jesus. Turkey, hotdogs and bouncy jumps, in
the name of Jesus, can reach a lot of souls.

COMMUNIT Y LIFE CHURCH, LE WISVILLE; GEORGE
MARTINEZ, PASTOR

Community
Life Church is a
multicultural church
that strives to glorify
God by leading
others to a personal,
growing relationship
with Jesus Christ.
Community outreach
ministries include
Celebrate Recovery
(CR), Opportunity for
Personal Development
(OPD) and Pathways.
▲ George and Nicole Martinez
CR guides the person
with hurts, habits and hang-ups through a Christ-centered
recovery process. OPD is a language bridge program where
participants learn English or Spanish and Pathways is an
immigration program that facilitates US citizenship.
We also have CLC en Espanol, a small group Bible study,
as well as Cine-Max-Cena, a Spanish movie ministry that is
the evangelistic thrust for the upcoming launch of a Spanish
worship service.
Community Life Cupboard is a pantry that helps relieve
food insecurities within the church and community. Crown
Financial Ministries are offered twice a year and provide
sound biblical strategies for financial management. We offer
contemporary praise and worship, energized children’s/
youth ministries, and small group Bible studies that focus on
relationship development.
Pastor George Martinez and his family have served in
BMA churches for over 20 years, including 6 years at this
work.

Heith Mitchell is the director of BMA
of Texas Missions. Contact him at
hmitchell@bmatexas.org or 972-9230757.

MONDAY, APRIL 25
7:00 p.m. - Worship Service / President’s Message
(Dr. Jason Aultman)
TUESDAY, APRIL 26
8:00 a.m. - WMA, Brotherhood
9:30 a.m. - Committee Meetings
11:00 a.m. - Elective Session
12:00 p.m. - Lunch
12:15 p.m. - Minister’s Wives & Widows Lunch (Hosted by WMA)
2:00 p.m. - General Session
3:30 p.m. - Elective Session
4:30 p.m. - Dinner
7:00 p.m. - Worship Service / Annual Message by Jeﬀ Swart,
senior pastor, First Baptist Church, Galena, Kansas
WEDNESDAY, APRIL 27
9:00 a.m. - General Session
11:00 a.m. - Elective Session
12:00 p.m. - Lunch
2:00 p.m. - General Session
5:00 p.m. - Dinner
7:00 p.m. - General Session (Mission’s Report)
Commissioning Service

BMA of America

Hotel Accommodations
The 2016 session of the Baptist Missionary Association of
America will meet April 25-27 at the Gatlinburg Convention
Center in Gatlinburg, Tennessee.
The Committee on Arrangements has made its review and
plans for the 2016 annual Association meeting. The facilities
and hotels are looking forward to our meeting there. There is
plenty of space for all of our meetings and lodging. We hope
that you will make your reservations early. Most of the hotels
can make your reservations either by phone or online, but you
must identify that you are with the Baptist Missionary Association of America.
• Glenstone (Headquarters Hotel): $85 (800-362-9522) Group
code: BMA 16; 2 block walk
• Edgewater: $95 (800-423-9582); 2 1/2 block walk
• Graystone: $95 (800-451-9202); 5 block walk
• Gillette: $95 (865-436-5601); across from convention center
• Bearskin: $90 (865-430-4330); 4 block walk
• Old Creek: $90 (865-430-7200; 3 block walk
• Clarion: $114 (865-436-5656); 2 block walk
• CourtYard (Marriott): $129 & $139
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A new place to call home
By JERRY FULTON

Baptist Progress Editor
Calvary, Ennis celebrated newly acquired facilities with a
building dedication service Jan. 10, 2016. Pastor Ken Cashion
welcomed members and guests, and charter member, Leon Lee,
read a brief history of the church that has been in existence for 35
years. Jerry Fulton, editor of Baptist Progress, sang two songs,
and Associate Pastor James Patterson read the names of church
members who have gone to be with the Lord.
In dedicating the building, Pastor Cashion said, “It’s a good
day when a new structure is finished.”
The structure to which the pastor referred is the newly
renovated facilities of what was First Christian Church in Ennis.
For several years, the members of Calvary met just off Interstate
45. The building in which they met was aging and badly in need
of repair. Having purchased nine acres of land within the city
limits, the congregation had planned to relocate and construct a
new building, but all of that changed when First Christian Church
decided to disband.
Calvary, Ennis was able to purchase the former Christian
church’s facilities for a discounted price, refurbished the building
and moved into their new home. Following the sale of their former
building and additional nine acres, the church will be able to make
more improvements to their new campus. Already, the church
building is gorgeous on the inside and beautifully decorated.
Cashion said, “We should take advantage of every opportunity
we have to make our church loom large in our community.”
Plans are underway to canvass the surrounding neighborhood,
and reach Ennis with the gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ.
The new address for Calvary, Ennis is 805 W Baldridge Street
in Ennis.

▲ Exterior of Calvary Baptist Church

▲ Pastor Ken Cashion

▲ Members and guests worshiping in sanctuary

2016 Missions
Prayer Calendars
Missions Prayer Calendars for 2016 have arrived
at the Global Ministry Center and are available to be
shipped to you or your church. They feature 68 BMA
missionaries and their families and include contact
information (except for those in closed access
nations), prayer requests and praises.
Your global partnership is vital to our ministry, so
we ask that you not only pray for our missionaries
and indigenous pastors but also subscribe to
mission:world magazine (missionworldmag.com) for
updates from them. In addition, visit our website
(bmamissions.org) and Facebook page for videos
and worldwide reports from missionaries. Personally
corresponding with our missionaries will give you
an even better insight into their ministries and can
offer much needed encouragement.
Order calendars and the missions video
a t t h e f o l l o w i n g w e b s i t e : w w w. b m a m i s s i o n s .
o rg / wo rl d m i s s i o n s T h i s s i t e a l s o p r o v i d e s t h e
opportunity to make a donation to world missions.
Yo u m a y a l s o p l a c e y o u r o r d e r b y c a l l i n g t h e
missions office at 501-455-4977.
Thank you so much for your global partnership
and don’t forget about World Missions Sunday on
Feb. 28!
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Liberia, Abraham Cheyee and Ebola
By HOLLY MERIWEATHER

Lifeword Media Ministries
I t ’s h a r d t o b e l i e v e i t w a s o n e
year ago that the Ebola outbreak was
causing worldwide hysteria. Beginning
in December of 2013 when the first
case was reported, Liberia was the
hardest hit country in West Africa. There
were 28,000 people diagnosed with the
disease which eventually claimed more
than 11,000 lives, mainly in Liberia
(with 4,800 of those deaths), Guinea and
Sierra Leone.
BMA missionaries and pastors
were on the front lines of the battle
against the disease and its rapid spread.
Abraham Cheyee was the pastor of Bible
Baptist Church in Monrovia (capital of
Liberia) and Lifeword’s Western-Krahn
speaker. His home and his church were
across the road from the main treatment
centers during the outbreak, so he and
his congregation were greatly affected
by the shutdown of stores, the pile-up
of bodies, and the anguished cries of
victims and family members.
Liberia was twice declared Ebolafree by the World Health Organization
(WHO), on May 3rd and September
9th of 2015. During the aftermath of
that declaration, Bro. Abraham Cheyee
sent the following email (with attached
pictures) to the offices of the BMA:
Dear Brethren,
The BMA of Africa Liberia, Inc. and
the Bible Baptist Church families in
Liberia and the neighboring countries
greet you in the blessed name of our
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ who
redeemed us from the bondage of sin
and united us in His mutual service and
fellowship.
We first thank the Almighty God for
His protection and guidance upon our
lives as we minister in post war and
Ebola affected countries. We extend
many thanks and appreciation for your
prayers, care, concern and Mission’s
supports that enable us in fulfilling
the command of Christ to reach the
unreached cities, towns and villages in
our places of ministries according to
Acts 1:8 “But ye shall receive power,
after that the Holy Ghost is come upon
you, and that ye shall be witnesses unto
me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judea,
and in Samaria and unto the uttermost
part of the earth.”
Thanks also for standing by us
through prayers and support during the
Ebola outbreak in our countries Liberia,
Guinea and Sierra Leone. In Liberia
there are no more new cases and, we are

now free to carry out our ministries and
church activities.
Pray for the many Ivorian refugees in
various camps in Liberia. Their places are
not safe for their return, and due to their
long stay in exile, the UNHCR (United
Nations High Commissioner for Refugees)
is cutting down their rations. Pray for
Andrew and Attila, the two Hungarians
that I converted and baptized in 2011
and they are now our local missionaries
working with our churches in Liberia.
Thanks for the national Pastors
and church planter support. We pray
that the Lord will open doors for us
to have some help to acquire land to
build churches in some cities where
we presently have the mission’s works
and also to get some revolving funds
to help some of our needed pastors,
and church planters that are carrying
o u t e v a n g e l i s m . M a n y, m a n y t h a n k s
to the Lifeword family for supporting
the Western Krahn broadcast (called
Kahowulu) over the past years to reach
the many native Krahn-speaking people
in both Liberia and the Western Ivory
Coast that speak the same language. Also,
thank you for the establishment of the
community radio stations that will greatly
fuel the promotion and expedition of the
gospel message.
May the Lord richly bless you in your
worldwide ministries.
In Christ’s service,
Pastor Abraham J. Cheyee

▲ Pastor Abraham Cheyee and church members

▲Members of Bible Baptist Church

Since Bro. Abraham’s email, God has
called him to establish another church
in the eastern part of Liberia near the
border of Cote d’Ivoire where his ministry
continues to West Africans (especially the
refugees he mentioned in his letter) who
are affected by war and disease, who are
suspicious of government officials and
who are enduring unimaginable living
conditions.
Although the WHO has declared the
Ebola crisis over, West Africans continue
in crisis situations. Please join us as we
pray for the requests mentioned in Bro.
Abraham’s letter and the establishment of
churches to reach them with the gospel. To
donate to the purchase of land, Community
Radio and the revolving fund mentioned
by Abraham Cheyee, please click on the
following link: http://lifeword.org/donate/
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An expression of everlasting love
Many of our friends choose to honor or remember a family member, a friend or an
associate with a gift for the children of the Baptist Home. Texas Baptist Home, in turn,
notifies the appropriate person. Listed in capital letters are those honored or remembered
from Dec. 1, 2015 – Dec. 31, 2015.
ENDOWMENTS
DUSTIN COE: Ronald & Lourita Coe
E ANN PACE: Mr. & Mrs. Karl Pace, Jean &
Roberts Houston
MYRA STOKES: Mr. Bill Stokes
HONORARIUMS
ALL FOSTER PARENTS: Earlene
Crenshaw
WINNIE MAE LOWE BARNUM: Gail
Parsons
EDDIE BOOTH: John & Belinda Thiele
MARTHA NELL CANNON: HJ & Bertha
Cannon
MARY DUNAVANT: David Horton
BRO. EDDIE & STAFF: Harold & Jocie
Lewis
BABY HORNBECK: Donna & Ryley
Waldrop
BLAKE & SHARON HORNBECK: Donna
& Ryley Waldrop
CHARLES & CHARLOTTE JOHNSON:
Judy Lambert
BERTHA & MACK MCCOOL: Judy
Lambert
MARGIE MCVAY: Pat & Marilyn Patterson
LUCY MORRIS: Bob & Lilla Benefield
JIMMIE NEECE: Beverly Kymes
DOOD SPECK: Donna & Ryley Waldrop
MY SPECIAL CHILD: Dixie Barziza
JACLYN WALDROP: Donna & Ryley
Waldrop
MEMORIALS
MARCELLA BARBEE: New Hope Baptist
Church
MR. & MRS. JAMES SEABORN BASS:
Charlotte & Craig Morgan
WALTER BECKER: Dennis & Iola Myrice
CHARLIE BENNETT: George & Marilyn
McClintock
SAM DONALD BLACKWELL: Sara Howell,
Allye Fuller
TOMMY O. BLAKLEY: Betty Blakley
NATHAN LOYD BLAIR: Peggy Blair
ROBERT BOUDREAUX: Mrs. Frances
Boudreaux
DAL BOUNDS: Galen Ray & Joyce Ann
Williams
DENNIS M. BRADFORD: Portia Gordon
BUDDY & MABEL BRAGG: Jerry & Helen
West
LOIS & ED BRUMMETT: Pat & Marilyn
Patterson
LORENE BURNS: Jan Holcomb
JYNELLE CAFFEY: Joe & Linda Dodson
DOYLE CARTER: Andy & Nell McCuistion
EDWIN CARTER: Billi Jean McKelvey
ROD COOPER: Kent & Doyce Cooper
LENA CHAMBERLAIN: Charles & Charlotte
Johnson
MR. EDITH DAWSON: Audry Baldwin
JANIE DUNAVANT: Mary Dunavant
W.C. (SONNY) DUNAVANT: Mary Dunavant
PAULINE & AUBREY GANDY: Jerry &
Virginia Gandy
CLIFTON GARNER: Charles & Charlotte
Johnson
H.T. GILMER: Marjorie Gilmer
SHIRLEY GUINN: Winnifred Palmer
LEROY GULLET: Shay Grove Baptist
Church
ROY & ELDIWEASE GRAHAM: Marilyn
Farah
JAMES HARDY: Sara Howell, Duane
& Charlotte Turner, Allye Fuller, Phillip &
Deborah Howell
MELVIN & DARLENE HARRELL: Charles
& Charlotte Johnson
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MARY C. HARTSFIELD: Carol Hartsfield
HEATH: Jimmy Ray & Cynthia Green
FREDDIE ANN HORNSBY: Charles &
Charlotte Johnson, Charles & Pat Harrell
L.D. HURT, JR.: Bertha McCool, Charles &
Charlotte Johnson
ROBERT JACKS: Jean Jacks
C.W. JOHNSON: Bess Johnson
J.R. & FLORENCE JOHNSON: Charles &
Charlotte Johnson
TED & THERESA JOHNSON: Eddie &
Lynda Marsh
THERESA JOHNSON: Deanie Gray, Jimmy
& Syble Glasscock, Joanna Noggle, Mr.
& Mrs. Reed Pierce, ADS-CO INC, Karl &
Martha Pace
SCARLETT JOLLEY: Galen Ray & Joyce
Ann Williams
MILLARD JORDAN: Joseph & Norma
Martin
DAVID JUNKIN: Doyle & Patti Junkin
MY FATHER DOYL KING: Katrina King
MY GRANDPARENTS LEFTON KING &
TENNY KING: Katrina King
JIMMIE LOU KRECEK: Bertha McCool,
Charles & Charlotte Johnson
ELVIN LAWSON: Alva Stinson
GAIL MARLOW: Sheppard Drive Baptist
Church
BILLIE SUE MARTIN: Terry & Sharon
Martin
MR. & MRS. G.B. MASON: Travis &
Tommie Mason
BRO. ELMER MATHEWS: Noble &
Elizabeth Midkiff
IAN MATTINGLY: Delta Mattingly
STUART MATTINGLY: Delta Mattingly
T.B. & GERTRUDE MATTINGLY: Linda
Hipp
SHERRY CORBELL MEEKS: R.A. Corbell
CONNIE MELTON: Travis & Brenda Floyd
JOHN T. MORRIS: Bob & Lilla Benefield
KYLIE & KENNEDY MICHENER: Twyla &
Joe Card
DON NABORS: Norma Limmer
BONNIE MYRLE MOORE NOGEL: John &
Pamela Moore Nogel
BILL PEARMAN: Doyle & Patti Junkin
TOD REED: Karla Reed
JAMES RODNEY RICHEY: Charmel Richey
LARAINA ROBERTS: Carolyn Polasek
JEAN SANDERS, MY WIFE: Billy Sanders
CHRISTINA WOOLEY SHANE: Temple
Baptist Church
STEPHANIE SCOGIN SHIRLEY: Hoyt &
Linda Scogin
LEE SHORT: Florence Short
BILLY JOE & GWENDOLYN SPECK:
Donna & Ryley Waldrop
BRUCE STANLEY: Valera & Charles Green
WANDA STANLEY: Valera & Charles Green
DOROTHY SWIFT: Robert Swift, RBRC
LLC
OMAR & MELLIE THOMAS: Charles &
Linda Thomas
BOBBY E. THOMPSON: Charles &
Charlotte Johnson
MOZELL VESTAL: Temple Baptist Church
GLEN & MARIE WALDROP: Donna &
Ryley Waldrop
MARCUS WALKER: Leon & Linda Lee
LONELL & EVELYN WILSON: Charley &
Iris Wilson
MICHAEL WOODRUM: Dallrell & Sue
Hasten
MR. & MRS. W.E. WITCTOR: Travis &
Tommie Mason
BRO. JAMES YOUNG, SR.: Mr. & Mrs.
Charles Johnson

Deadline for submitting
church letter forms nears
By LINDA CARY

DiscipleGuide Information Services
Pastors and church clerks are reminded
that the deadline for submitting completed
annual church letter forms for the BMAA
Directory and Handbook is Feb. 15, 2016.
If your church has not submitted your 201516 DiscipleGuide Church Letter form and
offering between July 1, 2015, and the
present, please do so quickly. If you already
have sent your report and offering, we are
most grateful.
You may complete and submit the form
online at www.BMALife.org until Feb. 15.
The church letter form also can be found in
the back of the 2015-16 BMAA Directory
and Handbook.
The church letter form must be submitted

to Information Services to be included in the
next BMAA Directory and Handbook. (As in
the past, the national association clerk will
mail the one-page Letter of Representation
form to churches prior to the BMAA annual
meeting in April.)
This annual church letter form is our
principal source of information to keep
your church listings correct and accurate in
the Directory and Handbook. If you need
to contact Information Services, you may
reach Linda Cary, Assistant Editor at lcary@
discipleguide.org, Office: 501-358-4007 or
Toll Free: 800-333-1442. Thank you for
supporting this ministry of the BMA of
America.

DiscipleGuide
By SCOTT ATTEBERY
Sunday, Dec. 20, 2015, was set aside
as DiscipleGuide’s Kingdom Investment
Sunday. Churches across the BMA took
a special offering of which half went to a
local ministry of their choice and half to
DiscipleGuide. Thank you to the churches
that invested in their communities and
in DiscipleGuide. With your offering,
DiscipleGuide will be able to continue
investing in and helping churches as
they maximize their Great Commission
potential.
Yo u r p r a y e r s a n d s u p p o r t h e l p
DiscipleGuide invest in churches
through Conferences, Church Solutions,
Curriculum, and Camps. Here is just a
glimpse of what your support enables us
to do:
CONFERENCES
Throughout the year, DiscipleGuide
offers conferences to reach the variety of
people and age groups in our churches.
Each conference is designed with the Great
Commission in mind. The Great Escape and
Pastors Oasis provide leaders and pastors

an opportunity to connect with other leaders
and pastors. Students at SOAR connect
with God in a high-energy atmosphere
through teaching and worship. At the
National Senior Adult Conference, senior
adults have the opportunity to worship and
learn with fellow believers. If you have
never attended a DiscipleGuide conference,
do not miss an opportunity in 2016:
J a n u a r y - G r e a t E s c a p e C h i l d r e n ’s
Ministers and Youth Leaders Cruise (Jan.
16-21)
• July- SOAR Youth Conference (July
6-8)
• October- Pastors Oasis (Oct. 3-5)
• October/November- Senior Adult
Conference (Nov. 7-9)
For more information on conferences,
visit www.discipleguide.org or e-mail
conferences@discipleguide.org.

CHURCH SOLUTIONS
DiscipleGuide cares for our churches
and our pastors, and we show this by
offering the following solutions:
• Activate is a church revitalization

DISCIPLEGUIDE continued on p. 11

King of My Heart
Texas GMA Houseparty, March 18-19, 2016
By SHARON COLE
We are looking forward to seeing your girls at
the 2016 Texas GMA Houseparty at Daniel Springs
Baptist Encampment in Gary. Our theme this year will
be “King of My Heart” with the theme verse, Psalm
45:1. Stacie Bostic will be our special speaker.
The tabernacle will be decorated in red with words
spelled out using the backs of playing cards. The stage
area will display a cross draped in purple signifying
that Jesus is the King of our hearts. Each church can
participate by decorating a poster-size card box and
displaying your GMA girls’ pictures in the cards.
There will be other entertaining activities in which
the girls may participate at the Houseparty. There will
be a dress-up area with props and a photo booth for
a small fee. Other “surprise” activities are planned,
with proceeds going toward our project: Chris and
Holly Huson, missionaries to Ecuador.
Friday night, the girls may wear their new
Houseparty T-shirts and jeans, and dress will be casual
Saturday morning (jeans or capris). Camp dress code
applies to all other areas. Dresses or skirts cannot be
shorter than four inches above the knee. There should
also be no spaghetti straps or bare shoulders.
Registration with the camp is due March 4. Upon
arrival Friday afternoon, registration begins at 4
p.m. and the fee is $40 this year. We have T-shirts
available for order for $15. If you do not have the
required order forms, contact State GMA Promoter
Kristi Key.
All money and orders are due by March 1. Project
money to be VIPs and any accomplishments by the
girls that you would like to recognize are also due by
March 1. For every $20 each individual girl brings to
registration for the project, she will receive a chance
to win a variety of awesome prizes. Girls must turn
their money in to Mrs. Kendra Verhelle.
Even if you do not have the GMA program

currently at your church and have girls between 4th
and 12th grade, give them the opportunity to come
and have fun, meet new people, and most importantly,
worship the Lord with girls their own ages. The
following items: T-shirt money and order forms and
Texas GMA Officer Survey need to be sent to: Kristi
Key, 17304 CR 2854, Eustace, TX 75124, 903-4511929 (home) 903-340-0845 (cell), outnumberdad@
aol.com. The following items: VIP Project money/
Project money need to be sent to: Jeannie Walker,
13 Timber Creek Dr. Conroe, TX. 936-537-3794,
leonawalker@consolidated.net. The following items:
t h e c o m p l e t e d M i s s / J r. M i s s G M A p a c k e t s f o r
participants representing your church need to be sent
to: Cheryl Hughes, 1435 VZCR 2434, Canton, TX.
75103, 903-340-5457, hugheskc26@yahoo.com.
We are going to have an awesome time worshipping
the Lord at our Houseparty this year. We can’t wait
to see you there! If you have any questions, please
contact Kristi Key at the above address.

ADD TO YOUR FAITH

“Add To Your Faith” is a new Bible Study written
by Jackie Ricks based on the WMA motto, 2 Peter
1:5-7. You may order the book: “Add To Your Faith,”
from Jackie Ricks by phone, text, or email at 903245-5715 (cell) or 903-569-5548 (home) or jdbricks@
att.net and the price is $10 with tax included. The
price from Amazon.com or createspace.com is $9.99
plus tax, shipping and handling. Of course the digital
version is only $2.99 plus tax.
In “Add To Your Faith,” Mrs. Ricks examines each
characteristic mentioned in the passage similar to the
way she treated the qualities in the virtuous woman
p a s s a g e i n h e r B i b l e s t u d y, “ P r o f i l e s o f Vi r t u e . ”
I n t h i s b o o k , s h e l o o k s a t a B i b l e w o m a n ’s l i f e ,
discussing that particular virtue. Some of the women
are Rahab, Anna, Deborah, and Mary of Bethany.
Finally, Mrs. Ricks discusses a modern woman she
has known who exemplifies the same characteristic.
There will also be a worksheet packet for those who
prefer not to write in their books or for those without
their own book when studying in a group. Another
good book Jackie has written is “People Are People,”
a biography of the personal life of missionaries, John
and Shirley Ladd, formerly of Mexico. It tells of their
journey through struggles, of learning a new language,
reaching unchurched people in a foreign country and
reaping many blessings from serving the Lord. The
price of this book is $5. Please take advantage of
these study books that will help you grow spiritually.

DISTRICT NEWS

Liberty WMA met with Fellowship, Pittsburg, Jan.
9, 2016. Calling the meeting to order, President Glenda
Chamberlain read from John 13:9-11. Jessica Hoffpauir
led in an acappella version of Amazing Grace. After
Shirley Hoffpauir spoke about the Sunbeam program,
Jessica sang a beautiful rendition of “The Cares
Chorus.”
Mrs. Johnnie Ross introduced the special speaker,
Dr. Mike Smith, president of Jacksonville College. He
presented a slide show on the history of the college,
noting that it began with contributions of only $23.
He further stated that it wasn’t nearly enough then and
today the college is still in need of funds. Jacksonville
College is the only faith-based two-year college still in
existence west of the Mississippi.
He concluded his presentation by showing the areas
of the college that were particularly in need, ending
with a special need of a tractor with a front-end loader
and a mower, which is the Texas State WMA project
this year.
After a break, we began our Missions Workshop.
Shirley Hoffpauir led the first session, Jerusalem-being
a local missionary. Elizabeth Midkiff led the second
session, Judea-State and North American missionaries.
She encouraged everyone to use the missionary prayer
calendar. Bettye Wilson led the third session, Samariamissionaries to the end of the earth. She said that we
are senders of these missionaries around the world.
A gift bag was given to each church represented
at the October meeting and was challenged to see
how they could use the bag to raise funds for the new
project. The first quarter totaled $1,056. The tractor is
started, now let’s put it in gear! Each church received a
picture of a tractor and a puzzle to use as a fundraiser
suggesting that each member donate $1 for each light
bulb in their home. After door prizes were given,
prayer circles were formed. A delicious hot soup lunch
was enjoyed, served by the host church.
Liberty WMA will meet at Little Mound Baptist
Church, Big Sandy April 9, 2016.

Sharon Cole is the editor for the Texas
WMA. Contact her at S9Co@aol.com.
For more information on the Texas
WMA, visit www.texaswma.com.
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EVENTS
JANUARY 21, 2016

Baptist Progress Ministry Connection
Workshop, Conﬂict: Causes & Cures
with facilitator, Dr. Mike Smith,
Jacksonville College president
BMA of Texas Building, 632 Farley Street,
Waxahachie, Texas
10 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
No cost -- RSVP editor@baptistprogress.org
or 972-923-0756.

JANUARY 24, 2016

Baptist Progress Editor Jerry Fulton
sings & preaches
New Harmony Baptist Church,
10251 FM 724, Tyler, Texas
8:30 a.m. & 11 a.m.

JANUARY 24, 2016

The Talleys in Concert
First Baptist Church,
208 N. Kerr Street,
Blooming Grove, Texas
6 p.m. | Love Offering

PERSONNEL & POSITIONS

FEBRUARY 1, 2016

BMA of Texas
Administrative Committee Meeting
Texas Baptist Home for Children,
Waxahachie, Texas
10 a.m.

FEBRUARY 14, 2016

Resonate Community Church
Launch Service
YMCA 200 Alliance Blvd.,
Hutto, Texas
10 a.m.

FEBRUARY 19-20, 2016

Jacksonville College
Homecoming 2016
Jacksonville College,
105 B.J. Albritton Dr,
Jacksonville, Texas
Friday, Feb. 19, 2015, 12 p.m.
& Saturday, Feb. 20, 2015, 10 a.m.

MARCH 17, 2016

Liberty Association
rally for Texas Baptist Home
Fellowship Baptist Church, Pittsburg

YOUTH— Lake Highlands, Sulphur Springs is seeking a fulltime youth
minister. Send resume to Lake Highlands Baptist Church, P.O. Box 441,
Sulphur Springs, Texas 75483-0441. 1/20/16

Church

SS

Worship

Anthony Drive, Ennis

41

84

Antioch, Gilmer

40

83

Cedar Creek, Teague

10

19

Farley Street, Waxahachie

508

598

PASTOR—First Missionary, Morton is seeking a fulltime pastor. Send
resume to the church at P.O. Box 981, Morton, Texas 79346 or to
jimmysealy@aol.com. TFN

First, Crandall

72

99

First, Omen

34

68

MUSIC—First, Crandall is seeking a bivocational music leader. Salary
negotiable. Mix of contemporary and traditional. Call Bro. Mike Waits for
more details: 214-697-7998 or mbwaitssr@att.net. Visit church website at
firstbaptistcrandall.org. TFN

First, Palmer

56

87

Glade Creek, Gilmer

18

38

Harvest, Lufkin

57

67

YOUTH— Antioch, Gilmer is seeking a bivocational youth/student minister.
Send resume to the church at P.O. Box 688 Gilmer, Texas 75644; Contact
person—Michael Pool, pool-michael@hotmail.com. 903-315-6822. TFN

Jackson, Joaquin

77

183

Little Flock, Lufkin

5

10

New Harmony, Tyler

316

380

Pilgrim Rest #2, Golden

34

43

Piney Creek, Kennard

17

24

Rosewood, Gilmer

140

246

Round Prairie, Fairfield

85

135

Security Calvary, Cleveland

13

37

PASTOR—Round Prairie, Fairfield is seeking a fulltime pastor. Send
resume to Round Prairie Baptist Church, 932 E. Main Street, Fairfield, Texas
75840 or rmcadam1@luminant.com. 1/20/16
PASTOR—Myrtle Springs, Quitman is seeking a pastor. Send resume to
Myrtle Springs Baptist Church, 2185 FM 2225, Quitman, Texas 75783. TFN

OBITUARY
CHARLES W. MCKAMY, age 92, of Morrilton,
Arkansas, passed away Jan. 6, 2016. He was born
March 12, 1923 in Searcy, Arkansas, a son of Elmer
Neal McKamy and Josie Harrison McKamy. He was
a pastor for over 60 years, and a member of Mt.
Pleasant Baptist Church in Hill Creek, Arkansas. He
is survived by his daughters, Leah (James) Sears
of North Little Rock and Wanda (Ramon) Martar of
Conway; daughter-in-law, Linda McKamy of Conway;
eight grandchildren; four great grandchildren. He was preceded in death
by his wife of 70 years, Viola McKamy; daughter, Joyce Harmon Bivens;
son, Walter McKamy; and two brothers, James McKamy and Neal McKamy.
Funeral services were Jan. 9, 2016.

Comer named
Bridge City Citizen
of the Year

HALL
FURNITURE LTD.
Fine Church Furniture
since 1939
P.O. Box 157
(1321 Industrial Dr.)
Henderson, TX 75653
903-657-4501
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JANUARY 3, 2016

AVAILABLE POSITIONS

JANUARY 28, 2016

Liberty Association rally for
Jacksonville College
Enon Baptist Church, Gilmer

CHURCHES IN REVIEW

Congratulations to Bro. Jack Comer, Jr., pastor of Circle
Drive, Bridge City, on being named the Bridge City
Chamber of Commerce Citizen of the Year.

Additions

2 By Letter

2 By Baptism

JANUARY 10, 2016
Church

SS

Worship

Anthony Drive, Ennis

55

95

Antioch, Gilmer

49

88

Cedar Creek, Teague

14

20

Farley Street, Waxahachie

522

628

First, Blooming Grove

205

First, Palmer

58

101

Glade Creek, Gilmer

13

36

Jackson, Joaquin

74

153

Merriman Hills, Sherman

16

16

New Harmony, Tyler

334

388

Pilgrim Rest #2, Golden

28

36

Pine Acres, Gilmer

28

48

Pine Brook, Tyler

18

24

Rosewood, Gilmer

133

254

Round Prairie, Fairfield

75

134

Security Calvary, Cleveland

13

37

Yellowpine Macedonia, Hemphill

15

25

Additions

1 By Letter

1 By Letter

For publication, statistics for Churches in Review must be received by
Monday at 5 p.m. on Monday.

Song of Solomon—Union

Isaiah—Sovereignty

By PAUL GAUNTT

By PAUL GAUNTT

DATE: January 31, 2016
TEXT: Song of Solomon 1:1-4; 2:1-4, 14; 7:10;
8:5-7
The Holy Spirit-breathed book, Song of
Solomon, was written by King Solomon in
the prime of his life. Although heeventually
had hundreds of wives and concubines,
there is every indication that this obviously
beautiful, dark-skinned Shulammite girl was
his one true love.
Probably because of the tender, intimate
nature of the book, many preachers have
difficulty preaching through it, or else, they
spend most of the sermon time emphasizing
the relationship as a metaphor for God’s love
and devotion to Israel, and Christ’s love to
His body, the New Testament Church.
In the Song of Solomon, God simply
reveals His plan to a husband and wife as to
how to court, how to enjoy intimacy, and be
totally devoted to one another.
In chapters 1-3, Solomon writes of his
courtship and engagement to his beloved
and models to a man how to communicate
with his intended. “Tell me, O thou whom
my soul loveth. . .” 1:7; “Behold, thou art
fair, my love; behold, thou art fair; thou hast
doves’ eyes.” 1:15 Men, how long has it been
since you bestowed tender “love talk” to your
wife?

She too, expresses her tender love—“Let
him kiss me with the kisses of his mouth:
for thy love is better than wine.” Such
expressions earmark the courtship years.
In chapters 3-4, we observe the marriage
ceremony of the bride to the bridegroom. “Go
forth, O ye daughters of Zion, and behold
King Solomon with the crown wherewith
his mother crowned him in the day of his
espousals, and in the day of the gladness of
his heart.”
In chapters 5-8, we read of the power
of devoted love between a husband and a
wife—“Many waters cannot quench love,
neither can the ﬂoods down it: if a man would
give all the substance of his house for love, it
would utterly be condemned.” (scorned)
In other words, a man cannot buy true,
intimate love which a godly marriage affords.
Most assuredly, God, in His omniscience,
foresaw how fallen man would abuse the
sweetness and sacredness of the gift of
marriage and turn it into something filthy and
cheap. God has set forth a template in this
blessed book to help us to understand how
to nurture our spouses—and our marriages
and to fulfill God’s command to Adam and
Eve to “be ye fruitful, and multiply; bring
forth abundantly in the earth, and multiply
therein.”

DATE: February 7, 2016
TEXT: Isaiah 2:1-5, 10-12, 17-19
Isaiah (The Lord is salvation) the son
of Amoz, was in Jerusalem as a prophet to
Judah from 739-686 B.C. He prophesied,
aiming much of his messages to the
southern kingdom (Judah). He foresaw
the coming Babylonian captivity of Judah,
which is also mentioned in Psalm 137.
His ministry spanned the reigns of five
kings of the southern kingdom; Uzziah,
Jotham, Ahaz, Hezekiah and Manasseh

death of Christ on the cross. This was the
book the Ethiopian eunuch was trying to
read when he was confronted by Phillip in
Acts 8:30. Verse 35 says Phillip “opened
his mouth and began at the same scripture
and preached unto him, Jesus.”
THE DEVIL MENTIONED IN ISAIAH
Chapter 14
mentions the
excommunication of Lucifer from Heaven
because as Isaiah pointed out, the pride of
Satan in seeking to ascend to the throne
of God, saying, “I will be be like the most
high God.”
In chapters 1-39, Isaiah points out
the sins of both Northern and Southern
Kingdoms;
Chapters 40-55, he speaks of the return
and restoration after the Babylonian
captivity.
Chapters 56-66 deal with the new
Heavens and Earth.

PROPHECY
Isaiah is declaring the future Kingdom of
Christ, (2:1-5) Who, one day, shall rule over
the “House of Jacob” Luke 1:32-33. At the
end of the seven-year tribulation period on
earth, Revelation 20:2-7 also reinforces
that truth. “And he seized the dragon, that
ancient serpent, who is the devil and Satan,
and bound him for a thousand years, and
threw him into the pit, and
shut it and sealed it over him
Paul Gauntt is the pastor of First, Palmer.
so that he might not deceive
He served for a number of years as the BMA
the nations any longer. . .”
of Texas Department of Church Ministries
director. He has served several churches as
pastor, and is a correspondent and featured
JESUS IN ISAIAH:
article writer for Baptist Progress. Contact him
Chapter 53 reveals a most
at pop.gauntt@gmail.com.
gruesome account of the the

DiscipleGuide cont.
plan. Under the direction of Todd West, Activate
helps declining churches with the regrowth process.
• Tuesday Talks take place the second Tuesday of
each month. Tuesday Talks is an online training
session designed to help churches maximize their
Great Commission potential. These webcast sessions
are taught by experienced ministry personnel and
target wide-ranging topics.
• Pastors Help Line is an anonymous help line
offered in cooperation with Focus on the Family.
Pastors, staff members, and their spouses can call
1-844-877-4262 and speak with someone about any
struggle they are going through.
For more information on Church Solutions, visit www.
discipleguide.org.
CURRICULUM
Even as more avenues to fulfill the Great Commission
have been added to our ministry, the publication arm

of DiscipleGuide is still a large and vital part of what
DiscipleGuide does. DiscipleGuide offers curriculum
for students in preschool through adulthood. If your
church is not currently using any curriculum produced by
DiscipleGuide, consider one of the following:
• DiscipleKids is for preschool through 6th grade.
• SoarLit and our latest product, Launch Kit, are
designed to teach students in 7th-12th grades how to
make an impact on their schools, families, friends and
churches.
• Compass Adult Study is a quarterly, in-depth Bible
study divided into weekly lessons that help adults
grow in their walk with Christ. To order any of these
publications, visit www.discipleguide.org or call
1-800-333-1442.
CAMPS-DANIEL SPRINGS
Daniel Springs, located in Gary, Texas, in the heart
of the piney woods of East Texas, offers summer camps

starting in June and going through the first part of August.
Daniel Springs has been under the direction of Jason
Prewitt since January 2015. Jason has brought a fresh and
energetic spirit to Daniel Springs. Thousands of campers
come to Daniel Springs each summer and encounter God in
a unique way. Registration is now open for the 2016 camp
season. Visit www.danielspringscamp.com to plan your
camp experience.
For more information on DiscipleGuide and the ways
DiscipleGuide is helping churches maximize their Great
Commission potential, please visit www.discipleguide.
org.
Dr. Scott Attebery is the executive director
of DiscipleGuide Church Resources. Contact
him by email at scott@discipleguide.org,
on Facebook: Scott Attebery or Twitter @
scottattebery. Visit www.DiscipleGuide.org.

January 20, 2016 | 11

Jacksonville College Names New Academic Dean

By DR. MIKE SMITH

Jacksonville College President
Jacksonville College is pleased to announce
that Marolyn Talley Welch has joined the College
leadership team as Academic Dean. An instructor
for almost nine years at the College, Marolyn
brings to her new role a passion for teaching, a
love for students, and a desire to help the College
grow. As part of the JC faculty, she has also
served as President of the Faculty Association and
has worked closely with JC President Dr. Mike
Smith to address faculty concerns and issues.
Marolyn is well loved by the students and
was voted Favorite Instructor of the Year for
two consecutive years. As an instructor, she is
thankful that she has been able to express her faith
▲ Marolyn Welch
in the classroom. She understands the importance
of academic excellence as well as sound biblical doctrine, and she loves to see
students grow academically and spiritually. Marolyn explains, “I say with all
humility that God brings glory to Himself when I teach. Even when I taught
in the public school system, the secular content would lend itself to spiritual
conclusions. The freedom afforded me at Jacksonville College to express my
faith overwhelms me. I have been able to begin each class with a devotional
thought that most often ties into the lesson for the day or some current event
and follow this with a prayer for those students specific to the devotional theme
of the day. In turn, students have frequently come by my office to chat and
often for more personal prayer.”
Outside the classroom, Marolyn has also hosted a College Women’s Bible
Study in her home one evening weekly. The girls who attend enjoy eating
snacks, visiting with each other, and praying for each other. She says, “I’m
sometimes exhausted before we start, but as I watch them crowd together in the
den with coffee and crème soda and smiles and Bibles, refreshing comes.” The
Bible study has recently moved on campus to the Newburn-Rawlins House to
accommodate the growing group.
God began preparing Marolyn for the person she is today when she was just
a child. She explains, “I have been on an amazing spiritual journey since the
age of nine years old, when my mother helped me to place my name in John
3:16: ‘For God so loved [Marolyn] that He gave His only begotten Son that
whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life.’ My child
heart eagerly loved God in return.”
Marolyn attended the same BMA church in New Mexico from the age of
six until she married. She remembers, “My dad was a deacon, and my brother,
Ben A. Talley, graduated with his master’s degree from our BMA Theological
Seminary and pastored Enterprise Baptist Church in Jacksonville while a
student at the seminary. I remember JC Music Department Chair Gerald Orr
bringing the choir to sing at my church, and I thought how nice it would be to
attend Jacksonville College and be in the choir.
However, Marolyn married a young preacher named Lee Welch shortly
after high school, and her teaching experience began in the church her husband
pastored. First, she taught the youth at the church, and by the time she was 19
years old, she was teaching the adults.
Marolyn graduated with a Bachelor of Science in Communications with
a minor in English, and a Master of Arts in Interdisciplinary Studies with an
emphasis on Speech from the University of Texas at Tyler. She became a high
school teacher and taught in public schools for many years before joining the
Jacksonville College faculty in 2007.
In addition to teaching English and speech classes at the College, Marolyn
has also taught Capstone courses for sophomores to help them build a personal
portfolio and to prepare for the transition to a four-year university.
When asked about Marolyn’s new position at Jacksonville College, JC
Director of Admissions Sandra Clay answered, “God has prepared Marolyn for
this new avenue of ministry through experience as pastor's wife, mother, public
school teacher, and college instructor. Her gentle spirit, ability to ask good
questions, wisdom in hearing the voices of other stakeholders, and commitment
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to academic and spiritual excellence will make her an effective leader as the
Academic Dean of Jacksonville College and will bless those of us who are
privileged to work with her."
Jacksonville College Registrar Jodye Herring added, “Marolyn has a fresh
perspective on academic life at Jacksonville College. She is full of energy and
highly motivated to continue to improve student academic achievement.”
As a member of the Southern Association of Colleges and Schools
Commission on Colleges (SACSCOC), one of the toughest accrediting
agencies in the United States, Jacksonville College follows the same academic
requirements as big name institutions like The University of Texas at Austin,
Texas Tech, and A&M at College Station. As Academic Dean, Marolyn’s desire
is to continue to promote academic excellence through a strong curriculum at
Jacksonville College. She also plans to focus on strengthening the College’s
online degree program as well as the Honors Program.
When asked if she had ever considered being the new Academic Dean,
Marolyn replied, “No, but in my quiet time and daily devotional in the Bible,
I kept praying for God to call someone to fill the vacancy at the College, and
I ended up being the one to answer. The book of Hebrews explains that God
‘equips the saints.’ To become the Academic Dean I hope to be, I will need
God’s help. I trust that God will equip me for the role to which I have been
called.”
In addition to teaching, Marolyn’s greatest loves include her pastor husband,
who keeps her laughing, two amazing children and their spouses, and “four
delightfully grand grandchildren.” She also loves journaling, coffee, and good
conversation. Marolyn’s husband of 42 years, Lee Welch, serves as Executive
Director of Missions for the SBC Dogwood Trails Baptist Association.
Jacksonville College is expecting a great Spring 2016. Be sure to visit the
campus and introduce yourself to Academic Dean Marolyn Welch and register
for classes. You can also contact her at 903-589-7112 or mwelch@jacksonvillecollege.edu. Students can register for classes through January 19, the day
classes begin.

▲ After JC ministerial student Joseph Allen preached during the last Chapel of Fall 2015, 29
students came forward committing to be a bold example in proclaiming the Gospel.

HOMECOMING 2016
February 19-20

For a current schedule of Homecoming events, visit
www.jacksonville-college.edu/#!alumni/ctdo.
For additional information, contact
Randy Decker, Director of Alumni Relations,
at rdecker@jacksonville-college.edu,
903-790-1700 (cell) or 903-589-7143 (office).

