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By JERRY FULTON
Baptist Progress Director/Editor

The Baptist Missionary Loan Association 
(BMLA), a department of the Baptist Missionary 
Association of Texas (BMA of Texas) has 
provided loans for BMA churches within the 
state since 1953. However, in 2021, upon the 
recommendation of the BMLA trustees, the BMA 
of Texas voted to extend the offer of possible 
loans to any BMA church within the United 
States. Last month, the BMLA provided its first 
loan to a church located outside of Texas. The 
church that acquired the loan was StonePoint 
Church, located in Cumming, Georgia. Cumming 
is a suburban city that is part of the Atlanta 
Metropolitan Area. 

 StonePoint was 
started with a vision 
to  reach  people 
from all walks of 
life, share the life 
changing message 
of Jesus and see 
H i m  t r a n s f o r m 
their lives. In 2015, 
L e a d / F o u n d i n g 
Pastor Todd Cox 
a n d  h i s  f a m i l y 
moved to Forsyth 
County, Georgia, 
b e g a n  m e e t i n g 
people in the community and sharing their 
vision for StonePoint. The vision casting 
meetings turned into small groups called 

LifeGroups. Shortly after, preview services 
began in preparation of weekly services. 
  Cox, a former North American missionary to 
Texas and Georgia, said, “There are so many 
different churches and denominations. Many 
times, people might have a hurt, habit, hangup or 
even a misconception about church based on their 
past or what others have told them. We wanted 
to help break the misconceptions and invite all 
people in to hear about the love, grace and truth 
of Jesus.”

StonePoint officially launched weekly services 
capped off with six baptisms Oct. 9, 2016. On 
March 4, 2018, due to growth, StonePoint began 
meeting in a larger facility which allowed the 
church to have more access, additional meetings 
and greater visibility in the community. On 
September 11, 2022, because of their continued 
growth, StonePoint officially launched two 
services. These two services allowed the church 
to reach more in their new location as they 
pursued an even larger space to move to for future 
growth.

The congregation moved to another location 
that was twice the size of the facility they were 
meeting in  July 2, 2023. With even more growth, 
the congregation has moved to a local school with 
plans to construct permanent facilities on eight 
acres of land in a prime location. 

Having found the land they were looking 
for, the pastor contacted the BMLA about the 
possibility of acquiring a loan to purchase that 

land, and after a thorough application process, the 
BMLA loan review committee recommended that 
the trustees approved the loan, which they did. 

Cox said, “I’m thankful for the BMLA. Our 
church opened an account with the BMLA 
several years ago to support others that would 
use the funds as well as receive a higher interest 
rate on the money we began to raise for our 
Move Fund. Jerry and Cassie [Fulton] made 
the loan process experience very smooth and 
were extremely helpful in communicating and 
explaining everything as we applied for the loan 
for purchasing land. I am grateful that the BMLA 
exists to help churches like ours to be able to 
move forward with God’s plans for our growth 
and future. We gladly recommend the BMLA to 
other churches in and outside of Texas who need 
to purchase land, renovate or build.”

The BMLA makes loans for numerous purposes 
such as land purchases, the purchase of existing 
buildings, remodeling and renovation projects, 
construction of church  sanctuaries, educational 
buildings, children’s buildings, fellowship halls 
and family life centers. As mentioned above, 
the ministry serves the churches of the Baptist 
Missionary Association of Texas and the Baptist 
Missionary Association of America.

Should any BMA church in the United States 
need a loan for such purchases, an application can 
be found and completed at BMLA.org. For more 
information, church representatives may call the 
BMLA at 972-923-0758.

Baptist Missionary Loan Association 
provides first out of state loan

▲ Pastor Todd and Tina Cox

▲ Concept rendering of future church building
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WWW.BMATEXAS.ORG By JERRY FULTON
Department directors of the Baptist Missionary Association of 

Texas (BMA of Texas) are thankful to churches across the state 
who contributed to the 2024 United Thanksgiving Offering. All 
contributions will be published in the February issue of Baptist 
Progress. Even if your church did not participate in the United 
Thanksgiving Offering in November, it is not too late for your 
congregation to give. Send offerings to BMA of Texas, P.O. Box 73, 
Waxahachie, Texas 75168, and be sure to mark your check “United 
Thanksgiving Offering” or simply “UTO.”

The United Thanksgiving Offering is shared by each department 

of the BMA of Texas and is distributed 
on a percentage basis.  Ministries 
benefiting from the United Thanksgiving 
Offering are BMA Texas Missions, 
Baptist Missionary Loan Association, 
Baptist Progress, Jacksonville College 
and the Texas Baptist Home for Children 
(TBHC).

The goal of the 2024 United Thanksgiving Offering is $1,500 per 
church with a $125,000 overall goal. 

United Thanksgiving Offering contributions 
to be included in February issue

▲ Jerry Fulton

Baptist Progress has scheduled Ministry Connection Workshops for 2025. Please see a list below, and register at baptistprogress.org. See the 
Ministry Connection Workshop links on the home page. 

FEBRUARY 25—MAKING CHURCH ESSENTIAL AGAIN
Facilitator: Larry Barker, BMA of America director of church planting and church health
Where: BMA of Texas Building, 632 Farley Street, Waxahachie
Time: 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.

The role of the local church is to be the mobilizing home base. This empowers all disciples to discover their personal calling and then deploy them to 
express the fullness of Jesus into every corner of culture and into every sphere of society. In the Making Church Essential Again workshop, based on Ephesians 
3:10, why and how the church is essential in its outreach, spiritual growth, ministries, worship and leadership will be discussed.

MAY 6—EVERY MEMBER “IN” MINISTRY
Facilitator: Todd West, BMA of Texas Pastor Connections Coordinator
Where: BMA of Texas Building, 632 Farley Street, Waxahachie
Time: 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.

As ministry leaders, we focus on making disciples of Jesus Christ. Have you considered that discipleship doesn’t just happen in the context of learning 
but also serving? We have all seen the radical change in the believer who “finds their lane” of service. What if I told you that you could potentially double the 
number of people serving? How would this impact the effectiveness of the church where God has placed you as a leader? The Every Member “In” Ministry 
workshop will give you practical, biblical ideas implemented in your church, regardless of location. The workshop will also foster relationships with other 
ministry leaders facing similar challenges and leave you feeling encouraged to join God on “mission” where you live.

JULY 8—INTERIM PASTOR TRAINING
Facilitator: Jerry Fulton, Baptist Progress Director/Editor
Where: BMA of Texas Building, 632 Farley Street, Waxahachie
Time: 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.

This workshop will answer for potential interim pastors the questions below:
•	What is an interim pastor?
•	What should be expected of the interim pastor?
•	How does the interim pastor make things ready for the next pastor?
•	How can the interim pastor connect the church to the Baptist Missionary Association of Texas?
•	How much should the interim pastor be paid?

During the training, potential interim pastors will be provided with an assessment survey to use in the church they serve as well as other helpful tools. Those 
who complete the training will be certified as an interim pastor for the BMA of Texas. All potential interim pastors must have pastoral experience in order to 
attend the training. 

SEPTEMBER 9—MD5 DISCIPLESHIP
Facilitator: Dr. Steve Crawley, BMA Financial Services Executive Director/MD5 Co-founder
Where: BMA of Texas Building, 632 Farley Street, Waxahachie
Time: 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.

The MD5 workshop will introduce a practical discipleship resource designed to encourage and enable men to identify and fulfill God’s will for their lives. 
The three-phase process will involve a series of assessments to identify the “man I am today,” the writing of a eulogy to prescribe the “man God would have 
me be,” and the development of a formal Life Plan with spiritual disciplines and habits designed to bridge the gap between these two versions of one’s self.
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By HEITH MITCHELL

A word from your Missions Office

You and I find ourselves a quarter of the way into 
the 21st century! It is hard to believe that it is 2025! 
The world changes rapidly. Technology is advancing 
while sin is stubbornly ever-present. Evil is boldly not 
hiding today. In the face of all of this, God is patient 
and longsuffering. He delays the end of the church age 
according to His plan. 

His light shines bright in this dark world. He is 
faithfully Kingdom-building in this world through his 
church. Lives transformed by the gospel stand out in 
sharp contrast. Disciples are effective counter-cultural 
ambassadors today. Churches made up of true disciples 
exemplify real love and family in a way that does not 
seem possible to the world around us. Sadly, this is not 
true today of most organized “churches” with an active 
EIN and a building. It is true of most of us. I love the 
BMA!

I am encouraged each month as I receive reports 
from your Texas Missionaries. God is bringing glory to 
Himself by changing lives through your missionaries. 
He is redeeming and disciples are being made. Leaders 
are developing and churches are forming. God is making 
himself known in unreached pockets of this state. The 
gospel advances.  

I look at this and enter 2025 with excited expectation. 
God is good, faithful and about His mission to redeem 
through the church a special people for Himself. Let’s 
fully align with the Mission of God.  May the gospel be 
where you focus your energy and rest in 2025!

A word from your missionar-
ies
ERIC JORDAN—
BREATH OF PRAISE—BROWNWOOD  
ERICABOPCC@AOL.COM

S o m e  o f  t h e  b i g g e s t 
b r e a k t h r o u g h s  a r e 
w i t n e s s i n g  t h o s e  w i t h 
significant struggles in their 
lives learn to take authority 
over their  si tuations and 
circumstances and not be a 
victim but an overcomer; to 
trust in Jesus when He says, 
"My grace is sufficient, and His power is made perfect 
in our weakness.” It is an amazing thing seeing people 
learn how to endure through the struggles rather than fall 
under their struggles. They are maturing in their spiritual 
walk with Christ. Another exciting thing to see; they are 
learning how to no longer identify with their old nature 
but their new nature in Christ; and this has given them 
renewed strength and confidence in sharing their personal 
experience with Jesus.

Prayer Needs:
Pray that we will clearly hear God's voice as to what 

He would have our church to do in 2025.

KEVIN WILLIAMS—
PORT ARTHUR MISSION    
MR.WILLIAMSP121@GMAIL.COM

A s  w e  w e l c o m e  a 
new year, we are excited 
to serve the Lord in the 
cal l ing He has  given us 
here in Port  Arthur.  One 
of the biggest things that 
God has impressed upon 
me is a greater focus on 
simply sharing the gospel 
with others. We can come up with all kinds of methods, 
plans and excuses, but the bottom line is that we have a 
message to share and only it, “is the power of God for 
salvation...”

Prayer Needs:
Pray for  Trey,  a  teenage boy that  l ives  in  our 

neighborhood with whom I've had an opportunity to 
share the gospel.

Pray for continued protection for our family, both 
physical and spiritual.

Pray for me as I have begun working on getting my 
teaching certification.

Pray for  boldness  to  share  the  gospel  wi thout 
hesitation.

HAITAO HE—
FREE SALVATION BIBLE MISSION—CORPUS CHRISTI   
HAITAO.HE@BMATS.EDU

T h i s  m o n t h ,  d e s p i t e 
everyone’s  busy hol iday 
schedules,  we have been 
intentional about coming 
together as a community. 
New people have joined 
our meetings. It has been 
uplifting to hear the new 
people  share  thei r  great 
appreciation for the meeting.

Prayer Needs:
Pray for meaningful connections with our local 

community and opportunities to meet spiritual and 
physical needs.

JAIME GARCIA—
IGLESIA BAUTISTA NUEVA VIDA—GILMER 
JAIME.GARCIA2911@GMAIL.COM

This  month ,  we  were 
very active with Christmas 
and New Year's services. 
T h e  y o u n g  p e o p l e  a n d 
ladies of the praise group 
sang together and were very 
happy for their participation. 
I want to intentionally make 
t ime to evangelize more 
people in the community.

Prayer Request: 
First thank you for your prayers. God has answered 

your prayers! Maria, my wife's daughter, is fine. There 
was no need for chemotherapy. I also ask you to pray for 
other people to disciple. 

 
JOSE GIL—
PROYECTO MISIONERO "LIDIA"—SPRING  
JOSEDARIO.GIL@GMAIL.COM

I  have  g rea t  news  to 
s h a r e !  T h e  h u s b a n d  o f 
Raidemar Escobar, whom 
I  b a p t i z e d  i n  J u l y,  h a s 
reconciled with God and 
asked me to baptize him. 
We are also so excited for 
the opportunity of moving 
t o  a  p l a c e  w i t h  b i g g e r 
opportunities to share Jesus. We plan to invite our 
Hispanic neighbors for a first meeting the last week of 
January. Depending on the response, we are considering 
extending an invitation to English speaking neighbors in 
February.

Prayer Needs:
May God open the hearts of those who are to be saved 

at Ridgewood Apartments.
 

LUIS H. PEREZ—
IGELSIA BAUTISTA GRACIA SOBERANA—KYLE  
LUISPEREZ6162@GMAIL.COM

We started working with 
a new family last month and 
we will be opening another 
home by mid-January. I am 
visiting a nursing home and 
hope that opens doors for 
me to be able to carry out 
the Bible studies. 

▲ Eric Jordan

▲ Kevin Williams

▲ Haitao He

▲ Jaime Garcia

▲ Jose Gil

▲ Luis Perez

BMA TX MISSIONS continued on p. 10
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By JASON CURRY

An Expression of Everlasting Love
Many of our friends choose to honor or remember a family 
member, a friend, or an associate with a gift for the children 
of the Baptist Home. Texas Baptist Home for Children, in turn, 
notifies the appropriate person. Listed in capital letters are 
those honored or remembered from Dec. 1-31, 2024.

ENDOWMENTS
E. ANN PACE: Karl Pace 
MYRA STOKES: Bill Stokes

HONORARIUMS
BETTY HENSLEY: Leon Ross
CANDY THOMPSON: Ricky Thompson
CARL ROSS: Leon Ross
CHARLENE FRANKUM’S BIRTHDAY: Charles & Charlotte 
Johnson
CHARLOTTE JOHNSON: Rosewood Baptist Church
ELAINE HERRING: Weldon & Lana Sparks
GRAESON KEIFER: Leon Ross
HANNAH LOW: Darryl Low
HOLLIN ANDERSON: James & Susan Anderson
JOANNA NOGGLE: MiKayla Parmentier
JOHNNIE ROSS: Leon Ross
KELLY LAMINACK: Rosewood Baptist Church, Gilmer
LeON & JOHNNIE ROSS: Darryl Low
LEROY ROSS: Leon Ross
LIBBY KEIFER: Leon Ross
LINDA RICHARDSON: Weldon & Lana Sparks 
MATTHEW LOW: Darryl Low
MR. & MRS. CARL ROSS: Leon Ross
MR. & MRS. J.T. JONES: Leon Ross
MR. & MRS. JAMES JONES: Leon Ross
PALMER ANDERSON: James & Susan Anderson
RANDY & VICKIE ODOM: Fred Morrow
REBEKAH LOW: Darryl Low
RON & WANDA ALSBROOKS: L&J Whitehead
SUE EFURD: Weldon & Lana Sparks

MEMORIALS
ALFRED SPRINGER: Leon Ross; Charles & Charlotte Johnson
BARBARA KRAUSKOPF: JEK Management
BEN ALFORD: Jery Null
BETTY PHILLIPS: Charles & Charlotte Johnson
BILLIE SUE MARTIN: Terry & Sherry Martin
BUDDY & LULU HAZELL: Cheryl Briscoe
CAROL SUE MILLER: Charles & Charlotte Johnson
DANIEL BAKER: Fay Baker
DUANE & CHARLOTTE TURNER: Shawn & Susan Tobin
GEORGE CONN: Oma Conn
JAMES MURPHY: Rosewood Baptist Church, Gilmer; Mary 
Mauk
JETT MICHAEL HERNANDEZ: Tiphany Hood, Barbara & Abby 
Clark; Gerald Ward & Family; Roy Ward & Family; Michael & Amy 
Duckett
JIM ALVEY: Charles & Charlotte Johnson
JO ANN ROMINE: Charles & Charlotte Johnson
JP ALSBROOKS: L&J Whitehead
JUANITA ELLIS: Rosewood Baptist Church; Gilmer 
LARRY ANGLIN: Karen Anglin
MELVIN & DARLENE HARRELL: Charles & Charlotte Johnson
MR. & MRS. ALVY COLLINS: Mr. & Mrs. Tolar
MURRY PERRY: Clyde & Ann McCall
NORMA JEAN AGA: Rosewood Baptist Church, Gilmer; Leon & 
Priscilla McCauley
OMEGA WOOD: Lexa Adams
OPAL H.: Ann Rose
PATRICIA EMMERT: Wallace & June Emmert
PATSY HARRELL: Charles & Charlotte Johnson; Rosewood 
Baptist Church, Gilmer; Mary Mauk; Leon & Priscilla McCauley
PAULINE SHIRLEY: Charles Sebring
RANDY RHEA: Charles & Charlotte Johnson
ROBERT FUDGE: Richard Toal
RYDER BLAZE CHANEY: Glen Saxon
SCOTT BAXTER: L&J Whitehead
SOPHIA JOHNSON: Tiphany Hood; Barbara & Abby Clark; 
Gerald Ward & Family; Roy Ward & Family; Michael & Amy 
Duckett
TED & FRIEDA STANLEY: Neva McLaughlin
VERN BRANCH: Larry & Carol Brock
WILLIE FLOWERS: Charles & Charlotte Johnson

As you know, TBHC is committed to glorifying God 
by caring for children. Part of that care involves working 
alongside incredible organizations that diligently protect the 
sanctity of human life in the womb. We are also dedicated 
to caring for children outside the womb. Did you know that, 
according to the Children’s Bureau, “There are over 365,000 
children and youth in foster care, and approximately 18,500 
youth are emancipated from foster care without a permanent 
family”?

The sanctity of human life starts before birth and is 
urgently needed throughout life. A teen expressed his heart 
at a recent adoption ceremony through poetry, stating that 
once he had nothing, but now, because of people who love 
him, he has the chance for everything. You can all be a part of 
shaping stories. This month, as we work together with moms 
seeking resources for their unborn babies, let us also help 
provide resources to the babies outside the womb.

It may be hard to understand, but many hopeless moms 
want the best for their babies, looking for a chance to give 
them a better life and not be completely removed from 
memory. “Research shows that birth mothers who received 
letters and/or pictures reported higher levels of relief and 
significantly lower levels of worry compared to birth mothers 
who did not.” (10 Surprising Adoptee Statistics & Facts | 
Adopted.com)

All I am trying to 
point out is that many 
b i r th  moms want 
to know they made 
the  r igh t  cho ice . 
One of my favorite 
m e m o r i e s  a t  a n 
adoption ceremony 
was when the birth 
mom showed up to 
participate. She was, 
and continues to, deal 
with a heartbreaking 
terminal illness. She 
spoke of her gratitude 
that her baby would 
have  a  fami ly  to 

care  for  them 
no matter what 
h a p p e n e d  t o 
her. The family, 
before knowing 
anything about 
her condit ion, 
w e l c o m e d 
her  in to  the i r 
extended sphere 
of  love.  What 
a responsibility 
and  p r iv i l ege 
to  he lp  ca r ry 
peop le ’s  j oys 
and burdens to 
the Lord and see 
Him work!

Wo u l d  y o u 
pray for women 
facing this life-
changing decision? Would you advocate for people adopting 
to see the need to open their arms to the birth mother? Would 
you pray that babies would receive God’s blessing by being 
born to hear the gospel and live life to bring glory to His 
name? We will always need financial resources to do our 
ministry. If you are blessing TBHC, thank you. If not, the 
gospel is being shown and testified here! Thanks for Giving 
Kids a Chance for Hope!

I’m just sayin’.
Jason
https://tbhc.org/presidential-giving/

TBHC committed to glorifying God 
by caring for children

Jason Curry is the president of the Texas Baptist 
Home for Children. Contact him at 629 Farley St, 
Waxahachie, Texas 75165, 972-937-1321 or jcurry@
tbhc.org. For more information, visit www.tbhc.org.
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David Erickson is the president of Jacksonville 
College. Contact him at 105 B.J. Albritton Drive, 
Jacksonville, Texas 75766, 903-586-2518 or 
president@jacksonvillecollege.edu

By DAVID ERICKSON, Ph.D.
A CHAIR AND A SQUARE

When Buckner Chapel was built 50 years ago, 93 families 
gave generously to purchase the chairs for the new chapel. 
Their names are commemorated on a plaque that hangs in 
the foyer. Thanks to their generosity, countless students have 
worshipped together and been spiritually transformed in those 
seats.

Now it is time for a new generation to take on the 
challenge of purchasing new chairs for the chapel that 
will serve students for decades to come. To that end, we 
are kicking off the A Chair and A Square campaign. For 
every $100 donated, a new chair for the chapel and a new 
carpet square can be purchased. With more than 400 seats 
in the chapel, there’s plenty of opportunity for chairs to be 
purchased in honor or memory of others. Donations for A 
Chair and A Square can be given at jacksonvillecollege.
edu/give or by mailing a check to the college. As the Lord 
provides through His people, we are anticipating installing 
the new chairs this summer.

INFRASTRUCTURE IMPROVEMENTS
Meanwhile we have continued with the infrastructure 

work that is largely invisible but so very important. In our 
original plans, we budgeted $150,000 for air conditioners, 
replacing six rooftop units that were broken and unrepairable. 
The final new units were installed right after Christmas and 
are now in operation. We no longer have broken down air 
conditioners on the college buildings. 

God had His hand in the air conditioning work and we 
were connected with a company that was able to install all 
the units for less than $110,000. We are thankful we could 
save $40,000 on this phase of the project and look forward to 
what God will do next as we continue restoring the heart of 
Jacksonville College.

One step at a time: Restoring the 
heart of Jacksonville College

▲ Temporary portable AC units and space heaters have been 
used to keep some classrooms comfortable, such as this 
classroom in the Orr Annex of Buckner Chapel. With the new 
AC units installed, all classrooms are now properly climate 
controlled.

▲ Hand-lettered plaque that commemorates those who gave 
to purchase the chairs in Buckner Chapel.

Jacksonville College is thrilled to announce an exciting 
line-up of events for our 2025 Homecoming! This year, we 
have something for everyone—alumni, current students 
and potential students. We cannot wait to bring the entire 
Jacksonville College community together for a weekend of 
fun and fellowship.

We will kick off homecoming weekend with lunch in the 
Little Cafeteria followed by the annual Gathering of the Jags 
in the Curtis Carroll Fieldhouse at 6 p.m. Feb. 28. After that 
gathering is the much-anticipated return of the Jaguar Talent 
Show! We will round out the evening with s’mores and hot 
cocoa at the SUB before we meet back Saturday, March 1 
for the Annual Alumni Meeting at 9 a.m. in Buckner Chapel. 
After lunch, the traditional chapter meetings will be held 
followed at 1:45 p.m. with the dedication of Anderson Hall in 
honor of Barnwell and Annabelle Anderson. Capping off the 
weekend is the first annual Jag Family Fun Fest where alumni 
and their families are invited to participate in fellowship, 
food trucks, inflatables and more.

We are also excited to host our Student Preview Day 
alongside our traditional homecoming festivities. Potential 
students and their families are invited to campus on Friday, 
February 28 where they can participate in a meet and greet, 
informational sessions, campus tours and lunch. Guests 
are welcome to attend our Jaguar Talent Show and stay 
for s’mores and hot cocoa as well. For more information 
and to register, please visit https://jacksonvillecollege.edu/
previewday. 

A new addition to our festivities this year will be Family 
Day! We encourage the families of our current students 
to join us on campus Saturday, March 1. The day will 
begin with registration and activities in the Curtis Carroll 
Fieldhouse at 9 a.m. After campus tours and a student teams 
showcase, lunch will be held at 12:30 p.m. Everyone is then 
invited to the Jag Family Fun Fest at 2 p.m. More information 
about registration will be coming soon!

Homecoming 2025

By DAVID ERICKSON, Ph.D.
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BMA Texas Missions cont.

Heith Mitchell is the director of BMA of Texas Missions. 
Contact him at P.O. Box 73, Waxahachie, Texas 75168, 
972-923-0757 or hmitchell@bmatexas.org. For more 
information, visit www.bmatexasmissions.org.

▲ Marvin Mirena

▲ Jose Torres

▲ Kyle Cheatham

▲ Chris Mindi

Prayer Needs:
Pray for Sovereign Grace Baptist Church. Also, pray 

for wife and I as I bring my dad first to live with us and 
then my mom. Pray for my mom. Her name is Virginia 
Pérez. She has health issues. 

JOSE TORRES—
IGLESIA NUEVA 
VIDE EN CRISTO—TYLER    
JOSETORRES@GMAIL.COM

 We  a r e  v e r y  h a p p y 
to  inform you tha t  Jose 
G u e v a r a  M a c i a s  w a s 
baptized Dec. 22. It was a 
day of great joy because 
we also had our Christmas 
dinner with visitors. It was 
a great culmination of our 
mini-Christmas campaign 
that we titled Tell the Story, by studying the first two 
chapters of Luke and his account of the Lord's birth. 
We were able to conclude by saying that baptism also 
tells the story. Please continue to pray because we have 
several prospects for baptism. We hope in God that they 
make decisions soon. We want to take the opportunity 
to commit them to discipleship and join or form new 
groups. Thank you for participating with us in the Lord's 
work. Happy New Year to the pastors and churches of the 
BMA of Texas from New Life in Christ Church, Tyler.

Prayer Needs:
Pray with us as we want to move to a slightly larger 

house. 

MARVIN MEDINA—
PLANO MISSION  
MIRENAMARVIN7@GMAIL.COM

The mission continues 
t o  s e e  n e w  p e o p l e  i n 
attendance. It is beautiful 
to  see the hand of  God. 
We have had struggles on 
a personal level, but God 
has been greater than those 
struggles. There are people 
with a lot of needs including 
work opportunities. My wife's health has been very 
unstable, but we continue doing what God commanded 
us.

Prayer Needs:
Please pray for my wife, our children, our economic 

situation, a new job, my wife's health and my family in 
Spain. 

KYLE CHEATHAM—
GRACE CHURCH JARRELL MISSION    
KYLE@GRACEJARRELL.COM

We welcomed seven new members this month for a 
current total of 73. Months ago, God brought a man to 
our church who is strong in God’s Word. He got plugged 
into a fellowship group and our weekly men’s study 
and soon became highly valued for his biblical insights. 
After joining the church, he continued to be faithful 

and I eventually asked him 
to co-lead the men’s study 
with me. After Christmas, 
he preached for me twice 
which not only provided 
an opportunity to use his 
teaching gift, but also gave 
me a wonderful break. He 
has been very teachable and 
submissive to our elders. I am so thankful to God for how 
He has strengthened our church.

Prayer Needs:
Please pray for us to find the right person to oversee 

our preschool ministry and children’s ministry.

CHRIS MIND—
ANCHOR, AUSTIN MISSION IN LEANDER  
CHRIS.MINDI@BMATS.EDU

The mission is going as 
God planned. We are healthy 
and stable. Thank you for 
supporting Anchor, Austin. 
Continue to follow us on 
social  media for updates 
and see how God is moving 
in the central Texas region. 
Pray for God to open doors 
for us to have more conversations and new people. 

Prayer Needs:
Pray for our leadership going into 2025 that we will 

lead with wisdom.
Pray for  our members to continue learning the 

importance of what it means to be committed to serving 
Jesus in a local church body.

Pray for continued boldness to be proactive in having 
more gospel conversations.

 

HEAVEN IS A FREE GIFT!
It is not earned or deserved. No amount of effort or good works can 
earn a place for you in heaven. Why?
Because . . .

MAN IS A SINNER.
“For all have sinned . . .” (Rom. 3:23) Because of this, man cannot save 
himself.

GOD.
On the one hand, God is merciful and does not want to punish us. Yet 
God is just and must punish sin. God solved this problem for us in the 
Person of . . .

JESUS CHRIST.
He died on the cross to pay the penalty for our sins and rose from the 
grave to purchase a place for us in heaven—“the Lord has laid on Him 
(Jesus) the iniquity of us all” (Isa. 53:6).

THE GIFT IS RECEIVED BY FAITH.
Saving faith is trusting in Jesus Christ alone for eternal life. It means 
resting on Christ alone and what He has done, rather than what you or 
I have done to get us into heaven. “Believe on (or trust in) the Lord Jesus 
Christ and you will be saved” (Acts 16:31).

SO MAY WE ASK . . .
Have you received God’s free gift of eternal life? The Bible assures us in 
1 John 5:13 that we can know we have eternal life.
Do you know for sure that you are going to heaven when you die? The 
Bible says, “Whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved.” 
If you are willing to repent (turn away from your sin and to the Lord Jesus) you 
can receive the free gift of eternal life by simply praying: Lord Jesus, I know I 
am a sinner and do not deserve eternal life. But, I believe You died and rose 
from the grave to purchase a place in heaven for me.  Jesus, come into my 
life, take control of my life, forgive my sins, and save me. I am now placing my 
trust in You alone for my salvation, and I accept your free gift of eternal life.
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By JOHNNIE ROSS

WMA Plan of Work

Liberty District WMA is one of many wonderful groups 
of women around the state that meet regularly for the 
purpose of glorifying God through worship, and the WMA 
Plan of Work. If that is a term you have not recently heard, 
it includes missions, Bible study, evangelism, benevolence, 
youth auxiliaries and Christian education. The 2024-2025 
theme for the district is Testify. The ladies attending were 
blessed by three ladies who testified, including Mrs. Bettye 
White Wilson.  Following is a transcript of her testimony as 
a Legacy Member of WMA, but really an excellent history 
of WMA and what this organization can accomplish. Read 
prayerfully, considering how you may serve through your 
current ladies’ group.

I have been a member of both local and district WMA 
for 75 years. I have attended most of the Texas State WMA 
and BMAA National WMA meetings from 1970 to 2020. 
WMA activities have taken me to 10 states and three foreign 
countries. Since 2020, we have been unable to attend all of 
the annual meetings. Hopefully, we will be able to attend this 
year. My involvement began at the Friendship Missionary 
Baptist Church, in the Farmers Academy Community, near 
Mount Pleasant. I was the youngest member among precious 
older ladies who were faithful, dedicated servants of the Lord. 
They elected me president early on. I felt so unworthy to 
serve, as there were such qualified ladies in our group. They 
helped me grow spiritually, helped train me to lead and to love 
the associational work of the BMAA. Although our group 
was already mission minded, my interest in foreign missions 
became very real when Dale and Barbara Thornton resigned 
from our church (he had been our Pastor) to go to Taiwan. 

I love WMA because it a great avenue for women’s 
Christian service. Meeting needs and providing resources 
is the basis for our work. Service is so important, and the 
focus of the WMA. The Plan of Work involves: missions, 
Bible study, evangelism, benevolence, youth auxiliaries and 
Christian education. Wonderful friends and sweet fellowship 
are a bonus for serving. I was intrigued by the WMA because 
I saw ladies doing so much for the Lord in the churches. 
Ladies could do ministry with a special touch. I saw ladies 
who filled the shoes of Mary, Martha, Dorcas, Lydia, Joanna, 
Lois, Eunice and Anna. The lives of these Bible ladies were 
very important in their day. 

The work goes on, and WMA is a great place to serve. 
Meeting the best Christian people in the world, goes with 
the ministry. Missionary friends are a special blessing. WMA 
activities have been a very important part of my life and area 
of Christian service. The Lord has allowed me to serve in 
many offices, local, district, state and national WMA. A firm 

foundation was laid by great ladies in the past. My motto has 
been: I want to leave tracks for others to follow, so those who 
come after me do not have to start at the beginning, but can 
build on the foundation already laid. Some of those tracks 
are: The Manual and Guidebook which has been updated 
for National WMA, and is available on the National WMA 
website. Also on the website is a list of the national presidents, 
program chairwomen and themes, and projects list. 

For a number of years an Officer’s Handbook was provided 
for national WMA and Texas State WMA. Many articles and 
programs have been written. I was privileged to be appointed 
to write the first study book, Unto the Uttermost, in 1977. The 
WMA grew in outreach and contributions every year. Ladies 
supported the national meeting in good numbers in the ‘80’s. 
The high attendance came in 1987 when 706 registered in 
Biloxi, Mississippi. New auxiliaries were added each year 
as well. The greatest addition came in 1986 when eighteen 
auxiliaries petitioned for membership. At the present in some 
areas there has been a decline in the number of ladies who 
are involved in the “meetings” of the auxiliaries. However, 
our support of missions and other important projects has 
increased. 

A very exciting event (never before, and not since that 
day), happened at the national meeting in 1987, Mrs. Loy 
Westbrook, the National WMA president at that time, invited 
the ladies to participate in a linen shower for the Honduras 
Hospital. Ladies responded by bringing their gifts to the 
National Meeting. She then spent her lunch hour counting 437 
sheets, 412 pillow cases, 436 bath towels, 179 hand towels, 
65 bath cloths, five sheet towels, three blankets and six quilts. 
That proved my belief that BMAA people will act when they 
know the need and are informed on how they can fill that 
need. 

Everything changes, and we must change our methods 
of doing the work but not the principles that have been 
important. We need to keep alive the fervor of the ladies 
who started the Women’s Missionary Auxiliary of the 
BMAA. Some of the challenges that were faced in the 
early years were finances, travel, and communication, 
with the greatest being communication. Today we have 
email, texting, the Internet, etc. 
Travel is much easier, now. How 
wonderful that we can stay in 
touch with one another. The speed 
of the Internet communications 
is phenomenal. There is much to 
do. Let’s get going. giving, and 
growing.

SANDRA CRANK
A f u n e r a l  s e r v i c e  f o r 

Sandra Odom Crank, 84, was 
held at Autry Funeral Home in 
Jacksonville Dec. 27, 2024. Mrs. 
Crank was born on September 
25, 1940 and passed away 
on December 23,  2024, in 
Jacksonville. She was a member 
of Cornerstone Baptist Church in 
Jacksonville. In her early years, she worked in the insurance 
industry in Dallas. She began her career at BMA Seminary in 
Jacksonville in 1975, where she worked as a library assistant 
and as the secretary to the academic dean. Mrs. Crank also 
worked as a secretary to the president of Jacksonville College. 
Sandra was a beloved wife, mother and grandmother whose 
memory will live on forever. Left to cherish her memory are her 
loving husband of 65 years, Edwin, children, Tammy Lyn Wood 
and husband, Larry, of Holly Lake Ranch, Cheri Caye Suarez 
and Raul, of Houston, Teri Renae Nolley and husband, Steven, 
of Flint, Kelli Mathis and Tim Brandon, of Santa Fe, New 
Mexico; and her brother, Freddie Odom of Clifton. She is also 
survived by her 10 grandchildren and 16 great-grandchildren. 
Rather than customary condolences, memorials may be made 
to Jacksonville College at 105 B.J. Albritton Dr. Jacksonville, 
Texas 75766.

Get a FREE EMAIL subscription 
with your paid mail subscription

Don’t miss any more news from Baptist Progress!

If you subscribe by mail, you have no idea how much 
news you are missing from your informing and 
equipping ministry, Baptist Progress.

Because we care that you get all the news, we are 
now o� ering a free email subscription with every 
mail subscription to Baptist Progress. 

In addition to the e-News Update, on the weeks 
a newspaper is not published, you will receive 
late-breaking news from BMA departments, 
conference and workshop information, 
death announcements and more via email 
with this free subscription.

To take advantage of this opportunity 
to add a free email subscription to 
your mail subscription, contact Lisa 

Maynard at lisa@bmatexas.org or 
call 972-923-0756 today. 

There is no reason to ever 
miss any BMA news again. 
Contact her today!
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WES WRIGHT is the new pastor of Weeks Chapel, Jasper. 

2025 BMA OF AMERICA MEETING
WHEN: April 22-25, 2025
WHERE: Pathway Baptist Church, Waxahachie

2025 SOAR STUDENT CONFERENCE
WHEN: July 2-4, 2025
WHERE: Loews Arlington Hotel, Arlington, Texas

2025 BMA OF TEXAS MEETING
WHEN: Nov. 17-18, 2025
WHERE: Pathway Baptist Church, Waxahachie

AVAILABLE MINISTRY POSITIONS
MUSIC—New Harmony, Tyler is seeking a full- time minister of music. 
Send resume to NHBC, 10251 FM 724, Tyler, Texas 75704 or call the 
church at 903-593-5811 for more information. 2/25

PASTOR—Calvary, Arlington is seeking a bivocational pastor.  Send 
resume to psc@calvarybaptistarlington.org. 1/25

YOUTH MINISTRY LEADER—First, Palmer is seeking a full-time youth 
ministry leader. For more information, email Pastor Gary Southard at 
pastor@fbcpalmer.org. TFN

PASTOR—Mt. Olive Baptist Church of Scurry is seeking a bivocational 
pastor. For information call 972-935-2428 or email rebecca.
upchuch59@gmail.com. TFN

PASTOR—Old Bethel, Canton is seeking a bivocational pastor. Email 
resumes to OBBCResume@proton.me. TFN

PASTOR—Bethel, Clayton is seeking a pastor. Send resume to Joe 
Ogden, 563 CR183, Carthage, Texas 75633 or call 903-692-0000. A 
parsonage is available for the pastor. The church is located at 160 
CR1521, Clayton. Jerry Phillips is currently serving as interim pastor. TFN

MaRk YoUr CaLeNdAr!
CoMiNg SoOn

The Texas Pastors Conference will be at Round Prairie, Fairfi eld March 
3-4, 2025. This year, there will be sermons, worship and breakout 
sessions led by BMA of Texas pastors and ministry leaders. As usual, 
pastors’ wives, other ministry leaders and spouses are encouraged 
to attend. There is no fee for the conference, and one meal will be 
provided by the church.


