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By Adam Thomas
Pastor of Wyatt Baptist Church
El Dorado, Arkansas

One Local Church’s Heart for the Nations

I wish I could say that as a pastor I always expect God to do the impossible. 
But if I am honest I find myself constantly surprised by a God who does so 
much more than I ever expect him to do. Wyatt Baptist Church is an average-
sized church tucked away in South Arkansas, an hour away from the nearest 

interstate. And yet over the last couple of decades, I’ve seen God privilege our church 
time and time again with a global reach for his kingdom. This all started and is sustained 
by our short-term mission efforts. I want to take a few moments to talk about how our 
church has embraced short-term missions, which has led to a long-term impact globally.  

First, we teach our people to go. Over the years we have provided our people with 
opportunities to learn about missions. We have had mission conferences that promote 
God’s heart for the nations. We try to work missionaries and our mission directors 
into our Sunday services frequently. In preparation for mission trips, we require team 
members to attend a missions boot camp where they learn how to travel as well as why 
they are going. We also take frequent opportunities to preach on missions. We have 
made Urgency in Global Gospel Missions one of the core values of our church, and it is 
important to help our people understand why we value it like we do.

Second, we plan for our people to go. Our church has a long history of financially 
supporting missions. We also have a long history of being a friend to missionaries. 
However, it was always easy for our people to feel a little distant from the missionary 
efforts we supported. But in 2005 something happened that would change that. In 2005 
our church planned our first short-term mission trip to put our people’s boots on the 
ground in another culture in Nicaragua. Then in 2006, we added a trip to Ukraine, 
and then in 2007 we added interstate trips. This emphasis on short-term missions has 
continued until today. If your church lacks the resources to plan such trips you can 
contact BMA Global and promote their medical and VSM trips to your people. 

Third, we help our people to afford to go. We have established a scholarship called 
the Go! Scholarship which exists to help people afford to go. Travel can be expensive and 
we want to remove as many obstacles as possible for people to get on the mission field. 
Our goal every year for the Go! Scholarship is for anyone going on their first trip to have 
their plane ticket fully paid for. We know that if we can get someone on their first trip 
the chances are likely that it will awaken a missionary heart within them that will last a 
lifetime. Others who apply for the scholarship will usually have half of their trip paid for. 
This scholarship serves a twofold purpose. Those that go have help in getting there and 
those who don’t go have the opportunity to send someone. This allows more people to 
participate in our short-term mission efforts. 

Fourth, we encourage long-term mission endeavors. Early on in our short-term 
missionary endeavors, we had John David Smith speak at one of our boot camps. A 
phrase he shared was one that has governed our efforts in short-term missions. He 
told us to make sure that our short-term efforts had a long-term goal. We tend to go 
to the same places over and over again. Why? Because our goal isn’t to provide new 
and exciting places for our people to travel to, but rather to present to them long-term 
partnerships that have long-term impacts. Our financial and prayer support goes far 
beyond our week-long trips. When it comes to these partnerships our people step up to 
support time and time again.

After almost 20 years of short-term missions, I can say without a doubt that the 
places we go have had more of an impact on us than we have had on them. Something 
happens to your church when a majority of your church puts their boots on the ground 
to take the gospel to another culture. Missions has always been a part of our church, but 
over the last 20 years, it has become the heartbeat of our church. Our short-term mission 
trips have led to all kinds of mission ministries. We have had people on these trips go 
on the field long term. We have seen our church welcome internationals from the college down the 
road which led to their conversion. One man on one of our first trips came home and set out to learn 
Spanish so he could establish a Spanish ministry here in our church. Most recently we have had one 
member launch a ministry of missionary care. 

If you encourage your people to go and participate and see for themselves what God is doing 
globally, you will see God do through your church what you never thought possible.
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CONFERENCE

Sunday, Feb. 25 is the Jerry Kidd Missions 
Offering celebrating World Missions Day. With 
400+ ChangeMakers planting over 400 new 
churches in 65 countries, you can be part of 
funding new churches worldwide!

Celebrate BMA Global’s growing church 
planting ministry and God's global mission. 
Register your church at bmaglobal.org to order 
promotional materials, and receive a free pastor 
polo. 

O n  S u n d a y,  F e b .  2 5 ,  p r a y  f o r  o u r 
missionaries and lead your church in giving to 
the Jerry Kidd Missions Offering. 

Many pastors have requested guest speakers 
for their church well before Christmas, so 
our leaders will be on the road speaking 
in churches, giving updates, and helping 
congregations understand more about our 
missionaries. But it is not too late to request a 
speaker for your church!

Our theme this year is SENT to the Nations. 
We are sent to love, serve, make disciples 
and plant churches, a mission given to every 
follower of Jesus and every local church... your 
local church. We invite our BMA family of 
churches to celebrate world missions and give 

to the annual Jerry Kidd Missions Offering 
that provides funds to partner with church 
planters all over the world—450 of them in 65 
countries! 

BMA Global’s busy season is an opportunity 
for your church to invest in our ChangeMakers, 
church planters around the world you will 
likely never see. 

Register at bmaglobal.org to receive free 
resources, request a speaker, download our 
promo video, and receive a free BMA Global 
polo. 

We value your partnership!

By HOLLY MERIWEATHER
BMA Global Missions

Register your church for World Missions Day
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WWW.BMATEXAS.ORG By JERRY FULTON

Twenty years and counting

▲ Jerry Fulton

They say that time flies when you’re having fun. This 
year—2024—marks  my twent ie th  anniversary  as  edi tor 
of Baptist Progress. When I became editor in 2004, I was 
welcomed by some and resisted by others, while there were 
those who held me at arm’s length with great skepticism when 
the trustees selected me, such a young man of only 33 years, 
as editor of the official publication of the BMA of Texas. 

Serving as your editor has been a learning experience and 
no doubt, I have made mistakes along the way. I have made 
some changes that were popular with most, but unpopular 
with a few. In those times, it seemed that the few were much 
louder than the majority, but when one seeks the Lord’s will 
and is confident that he has found it, he has peace, as I did. 

As it is with anything, there have been highs and lows. 
My first week in the office was perhaps the lowest point, as 
I was hospitalized that week and remained in the hospital for 
three weeks coming very near death. I was diagnosed with 
Crohn’s Disease during my hospitalization, but the Lord led 
a great gastroenterologist to me who fixed me right up. She 
told me how to manage the disease, and 20 years later, I have 
almost no issues with it. When I do have issues, I know how 
to quickly resolve them. 

Also,  I  suffered a  lengthy bout  of  severe depression 
following the death of my parents within one month and three 
days of each other in 2015. But God is our healer, and I am 
glad that He is. He walks with us through our valleys and 
returns us to the mountaintops.

About the time I became editor, the Internet was the latest 
and greatest thing to be introduced into our everyday lives 
and with its advent, the number of newspaper subscriptions 
plummeted across the industry market. I have witnessed how 
the local newspaper in Waxahachie that once occupied a huge 
building and did their own printing sold that building, moved 
their offices into a small storefront and outsourced all their 
printing. Also, the United Methodist Reporter, the longtime 
printer for Baptist Progress, went out business, so we had to 
find a smaller printer in north Texas to do our printing. 

Because newspaper subscriptions decreased and printing 
costs increased, we were forced to reduce our publication 
schedule from a weekly to a twice monthly and finally to 
a monthly schedule. With the Worldwide Web becoming all 
the rage, we introduced email subscriptions and made the 
presence of Baptist Progress known on the Internet. We have 
also developed an app for Baptist Progress so that our readers 
can have news at their fingertips and publish news between 
issues via email through the e-News Update.

Years  ago,  i t  i s  my personal  bel ief  that  the  BMA of 
Texas made a huge mistake in closing the doors on our 
s t a t e  a s soc i a t i on ’s  Depa r tmen t  o f  Church  Min i s t r i e s . 
The depar tment  was  led  wel l  by  Bro.  Paul  Gaunt t  and 
offered conferences and training opportunities for pastors, 

church staff, church members and 
youth.  As a young pastor,  I  took 
advantage of  those opportunit ies 
and missed them when they were 
gone.  Realizing with the closing 
o f  tha t  depar tment  and  tha t  the 
v i ta l  resources  i t  provided were 
no longer readily available to our 
churches, the Lord gave me a vision 
to revitalize aspects of the former 
department’s ministries. 

Therefore ,  a  few years  ago,  I 
approached the trustees of Baptist 
Progress and asked that in addition 
to our department’s tasks being news and information, we 
pick up the mantle of equipping our pastors, church staff 
and churches. With that, the trustees recommended and the 
churches of the BMA of Texas approved that Baptist Progress 
become the informing and equipping ministry of the BMA 
of Texas. Since that time, Baptist Progress has presented 
numerous Ministry Connection Workshops in Waxahachie as 
well as other locations. 

Also, we recognized that BMA of Texas churches often 
needed direction when their  pastors resigned, retired or 
were called home to be with the Lord. So, we developed 
our Pastor Search Team Manual to provide churches with 
a step-by-by guideline for what to do when they suddenly 
find themselves without a pastor. In addition to the Pastor 
Search Team Manual, having experience as an interim pastor 
and receiving intense training for interim pastor ministry, I 
wrote the Interim Pastor’s Manual and began training and 
officially certifying interim pastors that I could comfortably 
recommend to BMA churches. 

Another thing I  wanted to do was encourage pastors, 
church staff, messengers and guests each year at our  BMA of 
Texas meetings. So, with the approval of our trustees, Baptist 
Progress now presents a concert at each annual state meeting. 
The 2024 BMA of Texas Meeting will be held in Jacksonville 
Nov. 18-19 and will feature a concert by Southern Gospel 
recording group Karen Peck and New River. 

Other resources we provide include recommendations 
for church insurance and website and app development and 
maintenance. We hope to provide even more resources for our 
churches in the future.

If we can help you with any of the things mentioned above, 
email me at editor@baptistprogress.org.

Thank you for allowing me to serve the Lord by serving 
you for these past 20 years. I look forward to serving you 
until He comes again or until He tells me it is time to pass the 
torch to someone else. I love the BMA of Texas, and I love 
each of you.



January 2024 | 3

▲ Timothy Alba 

By HEITH MITCHELL

A word from your Missions Office

BMA TX MISSIONS continued on p. 11

Happy New Year! We enter 2024 with anticipation that 
rests squarely on the goodness and faithfulness of God. It 
is a joy to serve God, our missionaries and each of you. We 
are fellow laborers in seeing the great commission carried 
out and God’s Kingdom advanced.  Let me know how Texas 
Missions can serve your church.

A word from your missionaries
BRAD CAULEY—CEDAR PARK MISSION
BWCAULEY@GMAIL.COM

Rob has opened his home 
for our weekly Bible study 
bringing many new believers 
and some interested in the 
faith, including a childhood 
friend he’s known for over 30 
years. In early December the 
three of us had lunch where 
his friend shared both his 
respect for Rob’s faith and his own concerns and problems 
with faith for the past 30 years. Those concerns began to 
break down as he watched his friend, Rob, walk through the 
death of Rob’s son, leading his family through the suffering 
and shining Christ through the darkest of valleys. As we 
three reflected on Christ’s faithfulness with not a dry eye 
at the table, this friend shared how amazing it was to think 
that “Someone like Him, could actually want someone like 
me.” This was the first time Rob heard clearly his friend’s 
faith in Christ, repentance of sin and surrender to the loving 
forgiveness of Christ. We are now walking through baptism 
scriptures leading to the day that Rob will have the privilege 
of baptizing the friend he’s ministered to for 30 years. How 
faithful is our God!

Prayer Needs:
Pray for the Lord to open doors for the gospel to touch 

lives in Cedar Park, for our family’s move to the community 
and for God to continue to pour out His Spirit on the new 
believers and leaders in our church.

HAITAO HE– 
FREE SALVATION BIBLE MISSION IN CORPUS CHRISTI  
HAITAO.HE@BMATS.EDU

Thanksgiving is always a 
great time for me to celebrate 
G o d ’s  p r o v i s i o n .  T h i s 
year, with all the ongoing 
events in between, we are 
uncertain about what we can 
celebrate. Many things come 
with a concern. We had a 
breakthrough on one project, 
and I have to say that God is faithful and He never delays. I 
am of little faith, yet still loved by God!

Prayer Needs:

Pray that God will increase the number of this ministry in 
the coming year of 2024 and that we will have a great start 
for the new year.

 
JOSE GIL–PROYECTO MISIONERO “LIDIA”  
JOSEDARIO.GIL@GMAIL.COM

A group of immigrants, 
mostly Venezuelans, asked 
to ignite biblical teaching. 
T h e y  l i v e  i n  t h e  s a m e 
neighborhood and just heard 
about Christ as Savior and 
Lord. I volunteered myself 
to help with this, having the 
vision of farming a cell in that 
community (Spring, a few minutes drive from the cell in The 
Woodlands). For the time being, we have had three meetings 
and I found this is a promising group to become a strong cell. 
The momentum of our ministry and the feedback from the 
contacted people lead us to foresee a cell-mode church.

Prayer Needs:
Please pray that we will have the faith to keep our minds 

free of fears and be enthusiastic about reaching new people.

TIM ALBA–THE BRIDGE MISSION IN SEAGOVILLE  
TIMALBA1986@GMAIL.COM

Our church so far has been on  track. We do have struggles 
like any church but we also have amazing stories to tell 

when it comes to God doing 
powerful things through our 
congregation and leadership. 
F o r  o n e ,  o u r  s t r o n g e s t 
ministry currently is our 
women’s ministry. We have 
seen multiple salvations and 
baptisms come through that 
ministry. These ladies have 
done an amazing job sharing Christ and promoting our plant 
through events and outreach. We have also been successful in 
going out on the streets and sharing the gospel in the summers 
at parks and street corners where there is a lot of traffic. The 
amount of people we have prayed for and shared the gospel 
with has been astounding. We have taken opportunities to 
share the gospel with people walking in front of our building 
and seen them receive Christ. We have also been successful 
at giving to our community and also involving ourselves in 
city-wide events so we can promote our church. God has 
done amazing things this year. We are hoping to engage more 
people and challenge our congregation to new heights in their 
walk with Jesus.

Prayer Needs:
Keep Larry Alba in your prayers. He just started treatment 

for his cancer. Thank you.
 

CHRIS DRIVER– 
WEST TEXAS MULTIPLICATION NETWORK/
TEXAS MISSIONARY CARE 
CJDRIVER316@GMAIL.COM

Howdy from west Texas! 
What an amazing holiday 
season we had here at Oasis! 
F rom Thanksg iv ing  fo r 
college students to Advent 
se rv ices  to  an  amaz ing 
Christmas Eve Communion 
service, it was a truly special 
time for our church. And now 
we turn our attention to 2024 and the theme of “Refresh” 
where we will refocus on the basics of our faith and mission 
that God used to get us this far and trust He is going to use it 
to spur us to reach out even farther for His kingdom. We are 

▲ Brad Cauley

▲ Haitao He

▲ Jose Gil

▲ Chris Driver
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A great year for TBHC
By JASON CURRY

Jason Curry is the president of the Texas Baptist 
Home for Children. Contact him at 629 Farley St, 
Waxahachie, Texas 75165, 972-937-1321 or jcurry@
tbhc.org. For more information, visit www.tbhc.org.

An expression of everlasting love
Many of our friends choose to honor or remember a 
family member, a friend, or an associate with a gift for 
the children of the Baptist Home. Texas Baptist Home for 
Children, in turn, notifies the appropriate person. Listed 
in capital letters are those honored or remembered from 
Dec. 1-31, 2023.

ENDOWMENTS
E. ANN PACE: Martha & Karl Pace 
MYRA STOKES: Bill Stokes

HONORARIUMS
BRIAN & MARY ANN MAUK: Stanley & Doris Ann Allen
BRO. CHARLES & CHARLOTTE JOHNSON: Stanley & 
Doris Ann Allen
CHUCK: Mr & Mrs Hallonquist
EDDIE BOOTH: John W Thiele II 
HOLLIN ANDERSON: James & Susan Anderson
HUCKALA: Jean Eshelman
IDA KEELING: Liberty Baptist Cheurch, Henderson
MR. & MRS. ESHELMAN: Jean Eshelman
PALMER ANDERSON: James & Susan Anderson
RETA: Mr & Mrs Hallonquist
ROSEWOOD BAPTIST CHURCH, GILMER: Michael & 
Reggenia Ashley
SUSIE ESHLEMAN: Teri & Robert Luke

MEMORIALS
ALTHA HALL HABA: Charles & Charlotte Johnson
BARBARA KRAUSKOPF: James & Micah Krauskopf; JFK 
Management, Nacogdoches 
BLANCHE HOLMES: Joseph Holmes
BOBBIE BUCK: Rosewood Baptist Church, Gilmer 
CECIL DOWNEY: Carlie Downey
CLARENCE WILSON: Charley & Iris Wilson
DAVID DUNKIN: Doyle & Patti Dunkin
DAVID STANLEY: Sue Stanley
DONALD CHARLES HARTLEY: Dickey Hartley
DONIS JOHNSON: Wayne & Linda Beason
DOROTHY ROGERS: Robert & Pamela Lane
DUSTIN COE: L & P Kearby; Morris & Maggie Ferrell
ERNIE LUNA: Temple Baptist Church, Mexia
FRANK & DORIS DILL: Andy & Sylvia Dill
FREDDA SANSOM: Charles & Charlotte Johnson; Jimmy 
& Carla Shipp
HELEN & BONNIE RAY: Ky Lynn Evans & Pamela Coulter 
Evans
HERBERT HOLMES: Joseph Holmes 
JEAN KENNARD PAGE: American Bank; Hayes Hill Farm; 
Mr. & Mrs. Adris Almond; Teri Fontenot
JOE R JOHNSON: Mrs. Joe R Johnson
JOSEPH TILMON GOEBEL: Judy Goebel
JP ALSBROOKS: L & J Whitehead
JR & FLORENCE HYMER JOHNSON: Charles & Charlotte 
Johnson
LARRY ANGLIN: Karen Anglin
LEE & VIRGIL BROWN: Barbara Ann Brown
LONELL WILSON: Charley & Iris Wilson
MATASLIA GOEBEL: Judy Goebel
MELVIN & DARLENE HARRELL: Charles & Charlotte 
Johnson
MICK MORGAN: Nora Atchley
RICKI MARIE JOHNSTON: Weldon & Lana Sparks
ROBERT CLINE: Jerry Null
SCOTT BAXTER: L & J Whitehead
TAMMY PENDARRIS: Simmons Hill Baptist Church, Diana
VALERA STANLEY GREEN: Andrew & Nell McCuistion
WAYNE KEELING: Billy Keeling & Donna Perry
WENDY POOL SHELL: Jimmy & Carla Shipp

As we bid farewell to another year, take a moment to reflect with 
us on all the incredible milestones achieved in the lives of children 
in care, our dedicated families and our staff! The past year has been 
an incredible chapter, filled with hope, resilience and countless 
stories of love and triumph.

Within the challenges that the world faced, we are proud to say 
that together, we continued to make a real difference in the lives of 
children longing for a future of hope and stability. Because of you, 
we successfully placed children in loving foster and forever homes, 
giving them the chance to experience the love of Jesus. 

Throughout this challenging year, our staff have worked 
tirelessly, overcoming every obstacle that came our way. We 
adjusted and adapted, ensuring that the needs of our children and 
families remained our top priority. I am grateful for each of them 
investing their lives into the ministry! 

In celebrating the new year, we renew our commitment to 
changing lives, one child at a time. Our Future 500 is ongoing and 
we are committed to the possibilities it brings to helping us establish 
a future for even more children. We remain steadfast to Glorifying 
God by caring for children and families, by offering stability to 
them; to help kids discover self-worth, and achieve true healing in 
Christ. 

I want to express our heartfelt gratitude to our donors, supporters, 
and partners who have stood by us throughout this year. It is through 

your generosity and belief in our mission that we are able to keep 
making positive changes in the lives of children. Your contributions, 
whether big or small, have an immeasurable impact on our ability to 
provide a brighter future for these children.

With your help we have raised about one-fifth of our needs 
for the fiscal year to date. Needless to say, we continue to need 
your help. As we embark upon the new year, we look forward to 
expanding our outreach to east Texas with the opportunities to open 
two more offices, reaching even more families to fulfill the gospel 
and serving children in need. 

As we embrace the possibilities that the new year brings, we 
remain committed to the belief that every child deserves a loving 
and stable home. Together, let us continue to make a difference, 
breaking down barriers and building bridges of hope for those who 
need it most.

On behalf of all of us at TBHC, we wish you a happy New Year!

Interim Pastor Training
Interim Pastor Training by Jerry Fulton, editor of 
Baptist Progress, who has served multiple churches 
as an interim pastor and pastor will provide tips, a 
“To Do” list and answer the following questions: 
1.) What is an interim pastor? 2.) What should be 
expected of the interim pastor? 3.) How does 
the interim pastor make things ready for the next 
pastor? 4.)How can the interim pastor connect 
the church to the Baptist Missionary Association 
of Texas? 5.) How much should the interim pastor 
be paid? Each participant who is a member of a 
BMA church and has previous pastoral experience 
will be certified as an interim pastor by the Baptist 
Progress for recommendation to churches. Those 
without pastoral experience will not be certified, but 
are welcome to attend.

When: February 6, 2024
Where: BMA of Texas Office Building, 
located at 632 Farley Street, Waxahachie, TX 75165
Time: 10am - 3pm 

ReFresh
ReFresh will be presented by Larry Barker, vice 
president of church strategy and training for the 
BMA of America. Topics will include the following:

1. Personal Revitalization
2. Traps To Avoid
3. Maintaining Your Passion
4. Leading Revitalization
5. Time Management

When: May 7, 2024
Where: BMA of Texas Office Building, 
located at 632 Farley Street, Waxahachie, TX 75165
Time: 10am - 3pm 

The Preaching Lab: The 
Theory and Practice of 
Illustrations and Application
The Preaching Lab will be presented by Clif 
Johnson, host of The Preaching Lab Podcast and 
pastor of Garrett Memorial Baptist Church in Hope, 
Arkansas. We all know that telling stories is not 
preaching, but sometimes preaching includes 
telling stories. And we also know that application 
grounded in a grammatical, redemptive-historical 
understanding of the meaning of the text is 
unhealthy preaching. In this seminar we will 
seek to sharpen these two tools that help build a 
biblical sermon. 

When: August 13, 2024
Where: TBD
Time: 10am - 3pm

Register for these workshops at baptistprogress.org. 
Click the “Resources” tab and then “Upcoming Workshops.”
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By Adam Thomas
Pastor of Wyatt Baptist Church
El Dorado, Arkansas

One Local Church’s Heart for the Nations

I wish I could say that as a pastor I always expect God to do the impossible. 
But if I am honest I find myself constantly surprised by a God who does so 
much more than I ever expect him to do. Wyatt Baptist Church is an average-
sized church tucked away in South Arkansas, an hour away from the nearest 

interstate. And yet over the last couple of decades, I’ve seen God privilege our church 
time and time again with a global reach for his kingdom. This all started and is sustained 
by our short-term mission efforts. I want to take a few moments to talk about how our 
church has embraced short-term missions, which has led to a long-term impact globally.  

First, we teach our people to go. Over the years we have provided our people with 
opportunities to learn about missions. We have had mission conferences that promote 
God’s heart for the nations. We try to work missionaries and our mission directors 
into our Sunday services frequently. In preparation for mission trips, we require team 
members to attend a missions boot camp where they learn how to travel as well as why 
they are going. We also take frequent opportunities to preach on missions. We have 
made Urgency in Global Gospel Missions one of the core values of our church, and it is 
important to help our people understand why we value it like we do.

Second, we plan for our people to go. Our church has a long history of financially 
supporting missions. We also have a long history of being a friend to missionaries. 
However, it was always easy for our people to feel a little distant from the missionary 
efforts we supported. But in 2005 something happened that would change that. In 2005 
our church planned our first short-term mission trip to put our people’s boots on the 
ground in another culture in Nicaragua. Then in 2006, we added a trip to Ukraine, 
and then in 2007 we added interstate trips. This emphasis on short-term missions has 
continued until today. If your church lacks the resources to plan such trips you can 
contact BMA Global and promote their medical and VSM trips to your people. 

Third, we help our people to afford to go. We have established a scholarship called 
the Go! Scholarship which exists to help people afford to go. Travel can be expensive and 
we want to remove as many obstacles as possible for people to get on the mission field. 
Our goal every year for the Go! Scholarship is for anyone going on their first trip to have 
their plane ticket fully paid for. We know that if we can get someone on their first trip 
the chances are likely that it will awaken a missionary heart within them that will last a 
lifetime. Others who apply for the scholarship will usually have half of their trip paid for. 
This scholarship serves a twofold purpose. Those that go have help in getting there and 
those who don’t go have the opportunity to send someone. This allows more people to 
participate in our short-term mission efforts. 

Fourth, we encourage long-term mission endeavors. Early on in our short-term 
missionary endeavors, we had John David Smith speak at one of our boot camps. A 
phrase he shared was one that has governed our efforts in short-term missions. He 
told us to make sure that our short-term efforts had a long-term goal. We tend to go 
to the same places over and over again. Why? Because our goal isn’t to provide new 
and exciting places for our people to travel to, but rather to present to them long-term 
partnerships that have long-term impacts. Our financial and prayer support goes far 
beyond our week-long trips. When it comes to these partnerships our people step up to 
support time and time again.

After almost 20 years of short-term missions, I can say without a doubt that the 
places we go have had more of an impact on us than we have had on them. Something 
happens to your church when a majority of your church puts their boots on the ground 
to take the gospel to another culture. Missions has always been a part of our church, but 
over the last 20 years, it has become the heartbeat of our church. Our short-term mission 
trips have led to all kinds of mission ministries. We have had people on these trips go 
on the field long term. We have seen our church welcome internationals from the college down the 
road which led to their conversion. One man on one of our first trips came home and set out to learn 
Spanish so he could establish a Spanish ministry here in our church. Most recently we have had one 
member launch a ministry of missionary care. 

If you encourage your people to go and participate and see for themselves what God is doing 
globally, you will see God do through your church what you never thought possible.
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Least Likely
By Danny Ballard
BMA Missionary to the Philippines
bmaglobal.org

Scripture is filled with examples of how the Lord will use the weak, the 
unlikely, and those whom you would never foresee Him using to accom-
plish His will and purpose in the world. I would like to begin my story 
by saying I am one of those examples. 

As a young teenager my dream was to become an archeologist. I love history 
and trying to understand things from the past. I pursued that dream until one day I 
found out that part of the requirements of being an archeologist was to be a teacher. 
My dreams were crushed at the time for one simple reason: I was afraid to speak in 
front of anyone. I had a fear of public speaking. That fear literally gripped me to the 
point that I would stutter, lose all train of thought, and shake all over. 

Little did I know at that time that God had a special plan for me and my life that 
would bring me to do the one thing I feared the most. The lesson to be learned was 
that I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me.  

My family attended Vardaman Street Baptist Church in Wiggins, MS. I loved 
helping with the youth and was always volunteering to help, never leading, always 
just a helper. One day our youth director came to me and asked me if I would be 
willing to be the Awana Commander at our church because we were implementing 
the program for the first time. She told me that I would just be the figurehead and 
she would take care of everything. I thought about it and prayed about it for several 
weeks and again was reassured that I would basically be the figurehead as command-
er, so I said yes. Little did I know that was the beginning of God’s plan for my minis-
try and the beginning of my story that led me to be a missionary to the Philippines. 

You already can imagine that I was not just the figurehead but actually I was the 
leader, the commander of the Awana program. Mrs. Robbie later told me that she saw 
something in me that no one else had seen and how the Lord laid it on her heart to 
ask me and convince me to be the commander. During my seven years as the Awana 
commander I worked with several youth pastors. I always loved working with the 
youth and helped in any way that I could. The current youth pastor had resigned and 
the church had been searching for a replacement for months. Each candidate would 
come in view of a call, preach before the church, and one by one the church always voted not to call 
them. 

One particular Sunday evening another candidate had just come in view of a call and that night 
the church voted; again it was a no. I was up in the balcony of the church, at that time kneeling down 
on the floor leaning against the rail and was praying asking “Lord, why won’t you give us a youth pas-
tor?” At that moment as I prayed, something happened that would alter my life forever. It felt like the 
Lord had placed His hand on my shoulder, leaned over and spoke into my ear, “because I want you to 
do it.” 

At that moment I turned around to see who was behind me and no one was there. I remember 
it just like it was yesterday. I said, “Lord, you know I can’t do that. You know I can’t speak in front of 
people. You know I am not smart enough to be the youth pastor.” I was scared to death to be honest 
but I began to pray about it for many weeks and then asked our pastor to pray as well. I knew the 
Lord was calling me but I was afraid to say yes. Then I finally prayed, “Lord, you know I can’t speak 
in front of a crowd. You know I am a very shy person at heart but I am willing to surrender. It is You 
who will have to do the work in me and give me the ability to speak in front of people.” 

As I began my journey as the youth/missions pastor, my idea of missions was to give money. 
But all that was soon to change. I volunteered to lead a VSM mission team one year. I was assigned to 
co-lead a team to China. The trip to China was the beginning of the Lord calling me to full-time mis-
sion work. I knew at that time while I was in China that one day, I would be back in Asia somewhere 
doing some kind of mission work. Over the next several years I would lead teams from our church on 
mission trips in the states and globally. Year after year God was working on my heart, but at that time, 
I was not sure if it was to continue doing what I was doing or to surrender to be a full-time mission-
ary, but I would soon find out.

One day our pastor, Bro Eugene Anderson, was going to the missions office for some training 
they were offering. There were several missionaries going through the same training at that time. He 
asked me if I would come along to help with the driving and keep him company. I agreed to go and 
asked if I could go through the training also. God was busily working all along in all of this to get me 

there to the training. At the training there was a missionary to the Philippines, Bro Robert Murphy. 
This was the first time I had met him and it was like our spirits were drawn together. We would sit 
up until 2-3 am just talking about the ministry and people of the Philippines. I was a sponge and his 
words were a vast amount of water that I was soaking up and could not get enough of. The burden 
continually grew and grew.

The following summer I had planned three different mission trips. One was to Trinidad and To-
bago, one was to Nicaragua, and the last one was to the Philippines. I begin to pray to the Lord, “God, 
please give me an answer to the question: do I stay where I am and keep doing what I am doing or do 
I surrender to full-time missions? Please give me an answer before the Nicaragua mission trip is over.” 
The first trip came and went. It was a great trip and God blessed very much but no answer. Then came 
the trip to Nicaragua. God again was working and blessing in so many ways. There were just two days 
left of our two-week trip and still no answer from the Lord. I was laying in my bed that night begging 
for the Lord to give me an answer before that trip was finished because I already felt like if He was 
calling me to the mission field full time that it would be to the Philippines. 

When I woke up the next morning, I began my daily devotions. I used the Charles Stanley Life 
Principles Daily Bible for my devotional. It breaks the Bible down to where you read the Old Testa-
ment, Psalms/Proverbs, and the New Testament every day. Normally on a mission trips things are so 
hectic that it is easy to fall behind on your reading, but this particular morning I was actually ahead 
by two days. As I sat down, I prayed again, “Lord, please speak to me and answer my prayer about 
the direction You have for me.” Keep in mind I was ahead two days as I began to read. When I got to 
the New Testament scripture for that day it was Romans 10:13-15: “For whosoever shall call upon the 
name of the Lord shall be saved. How then shall they call on him in whom they have not believed? 
And how shall they believe in him of whom they have not heard? And how shall they hear without a 
preacher? And how shall they preach, except they be sent? As it is written, How beautiful are the feet 
of them that preach the gospel of peace, and bring glad tidings of good things!”

At that moment I knew the answer to my prayer. I began to weep tears of joy, but at the same 
time I was scared. This was something totally new for me. I prayed and thanked the Lord for His 

continued on next page
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answer and told Him, “Ok Lord, I am willing to go but like I prayed when you called me into the min-
istry as the youth/missions pastor it is You that has to lead me, guide me, and give me the strength to 
do what You have called me to do.

My wife, Rita, had been praying with me the entire time for God to give me an answer. I shared 
with her how the Lord had answered our prayers and it was one of the happiest moments in her life. 
Rita had felt a call to the mission field when she was a teenager but she had to wait until the Lord 
trained me and brought me through everything He did to get me to the place that I would be ready 
also. 

People often say that others can see things about people that the person can’t see themselves. 
When we returned from the trip I spoke with our pastor and told him that the Lord had called me to 
be a full-time missionary and his words to me, as well as the entire church were, “I know! I have seen 
it coming for a long time.” Others saw what God was doing but it just took me a little longer to catch 
up. 

My family and friends would ask me, “Are you crazy? You are moving to the other side of the 
globe away from all your family and friends. Are you not worried that something will happen to 
you?” My reply was simple. I told them, “I am more afraid to stay here out of God’s will than to go to 
the other side of the globe and be in God’s perfect will.” 

God worked in so many ways, with so many small things and using so many people to accom-
plish His task of calling a man who gave up on his dream of being an archeologist because he was 
afraid to speak in front of people, to become a missionary to the Philippines. Rita and I are going on 
eleven years of ministry here in the Philippines. We should never doubt what the Lord can do with 
someone who has a willing heart. 

Let me end by saying if you have never been on a mission trip, go! It will open your eyes to this 
vast world we live in and the great need to reach the masses for the Lord. Allow the Holy Spirit to 
work in your life and the Lord to use you to do great and mighty things for His kingdom.

He takes the least likely to do His work and ministry. The Lord can do this for you, when you 
surrender to His calling! 

“Also I heard the voice of the Lord, saying, Whom shall I send, and who will go for us? Then said 
I, Here am I; send me” (Isaiah 6:8).

Least Likely continued

By John Meriweather
VP of Global Operations
bmaglobal.org

Saved People are Sent People

In a world inundated with noise and distractions, the profound truth that those saved by 
Christ are also sent to share his message often gets lost in the shuffle of daily life. The es-
sence of Christianity lies not merely in personal salvation but in the transformative journey 
from redemption to responsibility, from being rescued to becoming a rescuer.  Consider 

the words of Jesus to his disciple after his resurrection and before he ascended to heaven:

• John 20:21 “…As the Father has sent me, I AM SENDING YOU.”

• Matthew 28:19 “Therefore, GO AND MAKE DISCIPLES…”

• Acts 1:8 “…YOU WILL BE MY WITNESSES in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Sa-
maria, and to the ends of the earth.”

Jesus has not only saved us but he has sent us to serve his mission by proclaiming his glory and 
salvation to all people! 

God’s mission is not a suggestion to consider but a command to obey.

Saved individuals are not mere recipients of a divine rescue mission but are integral participants 
in the ongoing narrative of God’s redemptive plan. In exhorting his followers to take up his mis-
sion, Jesus was not offering suggestions for us to consider but commands for us to obey. God chose, 
equipped, and commanded his followers to fulfill his purpose.

God’s mission is an interwoven theme throughout all scripture.

The entire narrative of scripture, from Genesis to Revelation, is God making himself and his 
mission known to man. 

• As he chose Abraham to establish a new nation through whom “all the people on earth will
be blessed.”

• As he spoke through the Psalmist to “declare his glory among the nations.”
• As we’ve seen through the redemptive work of Jesus who proclaimed his mission to his

followers. 
• As we read in the apostle’s letters to the churches that we “have been given the ministry of

reconciliation.”

• As we see in Revelation 7:9, it culminates when one day “every nation, tribe, people, and
language” will stand before the Lamb!

God’s mission is not just something we do; it is who we are.

In Christ we have a new identity aligned to a new purpose. Our identity is not based on what we 
do, it is based on who we are in Christ. In Christ our identity is tied to our purpose. Therefore, God’s 
mission cannot be relegated to a budget line item, a program, or an event. We are sent to live out our 
purpose every day, in all we do, in whatever way we are called, and wherever we are sent.

God’s mission was not given to a mission’s agency but to local churches and disciples.

I am proud to work for BMA Global where we exist to fulfill God’s mission to all nations. How-
ever, we do not do this in isolation but in partnership and on behalf of local churches. Local churches 
are both the source and goal of missions. It’s from, in, and through local churches that disciples and 
missionaries are sent, supported, prayed for, and served. 

Saved people are sent people–sent to go, sent to give, sent to pray, sent to love, sent to share, sent 
to serve–all people – everywhere. In February 2024 the churches of the BMA will celebrate world 
missions and give to the Jerry Kidd Missions Offering. May God use this time to renew our hearts 
with a passion for his mission to reach every nation, tribe, and tongue. 
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By Heather Harrison
Lifeword
lifeword.org

Reaching the Nations in 
Their Own Cultural Languages

Since its beginning, Lifeword has been committed to sharing the gospel worldwide. 
Telling just one person about Jesus is a privilege; proclaiming the Good News to the 
multitudes is an overwhelming honor… and what an honor we’ve been given, now 
talking to millions via the Lifeword Cloud and social media platforms. 

Whether installing radio transmitters so listeners can hear the gospel in remote areas, sharing 
about Jesus on Facebook, or broadcasting gospel messages via the Lifeword Cloud, Lifeword team 
members constantly seek ways to reach the unreached in every culture.  While the numerical reach 
God has achieved through Lifeword is astounding, our focus is not simply utilizing these methods 
but also working in, within, and through culture and various contexts.

A person’s culture, way of life, characteristics, beliefs, social norms, customs, and religion affect 
how they see the world, themselves, and most importantly, God.  In essence, one’s culture becomes 
the lens through which one sees everything. This is why Lifeword seeks to share Christ in such a way 
that people not only hear but understand and respond. Language is one part of this, but we don’t 
simply share in an understood language; rather, we share in the cultural and heart language of the 
listener—many living or moving into our backyards. 

There are countless cultures, even within a small geographic area, and knowing the surrounding 
culture is important when sharing the message of Christ. The Garifuna living in Honduras have a 
different set of needs than the Garifuna living in New York, but they both need the gospel in their 
cultural language. The Venezuelans living in Arkansas or the Nigerians in Houston, away from their 
native country, face challenges that open doors to sharing the gospel in their context and Lifeword is 
helping with that.

Sociologists classify 
cultures in three ways: 
guilt, shame, and fear. The 
Good News is for all 
cultures, teaching that 
Christ took our guilt 
and shame and erases 
the need to fear. To the 
guilty, He imputes His 
righteousness; to the 
shameful, He restores 
honor; to the fearful, He 
proves faithful. Knowing 
the surrounding culture 
gives the messenger 
insight into the unspoken 
worldviews, motivations, 
and deepest questions. 
Lifeword is poised to 
help local churches reach 
those of different cultures 
around them.

The apostle Paul 
understood cultural 
languages. Lifeword 
is learning from these 
biblical examples. To the 
Jews, he quoted what they 
were familiar with - the 
Old Testament. However, 
to the Gentiles, he met 
them where they were and 
quoted their philosophers 

but pointed them to the creator God and the work of Jesus on the cross and His resurrection.  The 
same truth was presented but in the context of their cultural language.  

Lifeword intends to continue taking the gospel in more languages but focused on doing so in 
the cultural language of the viewer, like the Czechs, Ukrainians, and Spanish speakers in the USA 
from various cultural backgrounds. 

One of the beautiful truths of the gospel is that even though its history was set in a specific time, 
place, and people, its message is for people in all times and places.  While some may think coming 
to Christ includes assimilating into a specific culture, the differences among believers highlight the 
creativity of God in creation and the power of God to unite such diversity. 

We read in Revelation 7:9-10 “After this I looked, and there before me was a great multitude that 
no one could count, from every nation, tribe, people and language, standing before the throne and 
before the Lamb. They were wearing white robes and were holding palm branches in their hands. 
And they cried out in a loud voice: “Salvation belongs to our God, who sits on the throne, and to the 
Lamb.”

Can you imagine it? The beautiful tapestry of His creation–all nations, tribes, people, and 
languages worshiping our God together. What an honor. What a privilege. Lifeword is perfectly 
positioned to partner with your church in reaching everyone in their cultural language and context.
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By SARAH LOW

Sarah Low is the Texas Women’s Missionary 
Auxi l iary  (WMA)  edi tor.  Contact  her  at 
sarahbethlow@gmail.com. For more information 
about the Texas WMA, visit www.texaswma.com.

New year, new you
The new year always brings with it such optimism. This 

will be the year. This year, I will finally stick with my exercise 
program. I will clean out that cluttered closet. I will read more 
books and less Facebook. I will read my Bible every day. The 
possibilities are endless. 

January 1 is a fresh, unmarked notebook and, if you know me, 
office supplies are a weakness. You can keep your lotions and bath 
bombs, give me new pens and sticky notes. 

We all strive to improve ourselves—to do better, to be 
better. We want to be better wives, daughters, sisters, mothers, 
employees, employers. We want to be better versions of ourselves. 
But God can do better; He makes us new. Completely new. 

“Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old 
has gone, the new has come” (2 Corinthians 5:17).

The old things are gone; they’ve passed away. They are dead 
and so is our old self. We are not who we were if we have received 
the Holy Spirit through the surrender of salvation. The Bible tells 
us that we have taken off the old self and put it aside.

“Surely you heard of Him and were taught in Him in 
accordance with the truth. You were taught, with regard to 
your former way of life, to put off your old self, which is being 
corrupted by its deceitful desires; to be made new in the attitude of 
your minds; and to put on the new self, created to be like God in 
true righteousness and holiness” (Ephesians 4:21-24).

“Do not lie to each other, since you have taken off your old 
self with its practices and have put on the new self, which is being 
renewed in knowledge in the image of its Creator” (Colossians 
3:9-10).

Our old selves were corrupt, stained, and beyond repair from 
the damage of sin. The old body served itself and its desires 
without regard to others. 

Our new bodies were created “to be like God in true 
righteousness,” according to His perfect design. They were 
created in God’s image. 

We are recreated in God’s image, as Adam and Eve were 
created in God’s image capable of full fellowship with their 
Father. Our old bodies were made in our parents’ images, inherited 
with our sin nature for generations. The old body isn’t fit for this 
relationship. So, we had to change, and we could not do that 
ourselves. God had to. He made a way for us to change so we 
could have full fellowship with Him. 

We change fundamentally. Not only was our sin nature 
removed, but salvation also removed differences from our 
brothers and sisters in Christ. 

“Neither circumcision nor uncircumcision means anything; 
what counts is a new creation” (Galatians 6:15).

“Here there is no Greek or Jew, circumcised or uncircumcised, 
barbarian, Scythian, slave or free, but Christ is all, and is in all” 
(Colossians 3:11).

Having a new body removes barriers of class, race, and 
outward appearance and makes us one family. We have the same 
Spirit living in us as every other Christian in the world. Though 

our outward appearances do not change, our minds, hearts, and 
desires do. “But Christ is all and in all.”

The transformation happens immediately, but the process 
does not stop with salvation.

“Therefore, I urge you, brothers, in view of God’s mercy, 
to offer your bodies as living sacrifices, holy and pleasing to 
God—this is your spiritual act of worship. Do not conform 
any longer to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by 
the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and 
approve what God’s will is—His good, pleasing and perfect 
will” (Romans 12:1-2).

Our minds are to be continually renewed. Just as His 
graces are new every morning, our commitment to make Jesus 
Lord and live differently than before must be renewed every 
morning.

“And we, who with unveiled faces all reflect the Lord’s 
glory, are being transformed into his likeness with ever-
increasing glory, which comes from the Lord, who is the 
Spirit” (2 Corinthians 3:18).

We are to become more and more like Christ every day. We 
are to be ever-changing and ever-growing. We are to bear fruit 
for Christ as evidence of this transformation. We are to share 
the gospel, disciple others, and help them to grow and bear 
fruit. 

We are new. 
You are new. 
You are free. 
Free from the old self, the old body, the old sinful nature. 
“So if the Son sets you free, you will be free indeed” (John 

8:36).
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Larry Barker is the pastor of Cornerstone, Jacksonville. 
He also serves as the operations director for North 
American Missions. For more information or to 
contact him, visit www.bmamissions.org.

By LARRY BARKER

Reaching your neighbors
Is your church—and are you—reaching your neighborhood 

for Christ? Are there any resources for how that might be 
accomplished, and where do you begin? There are multiple 
resources such as Exegeting The Community, Identify My 
Oikos, 25 Ways to live Missional in Your Neighborhood, and 
other excellent materials about reaching the lost. If you would 
like these resources and others, please email us at larry@
bmaam.com or heidi@bmaam.com. The mission has not 
changed, and there are a multitude of creative tools to help 
you develop and carry out a plan of outreach. The following 
content is from an article I wrote 10 years ago:

We desperately need a church multiplication movement 
here in North America, but that is the big picture from the 
macro level. The truth is harsh, but we must face the facts: It 
will never happen without each one of us living like Jesus did. 
It begins with making disciples, and if we are going to do so, 
we must engage the culture around us, striving to be the salt 
and light God has commanded us to be. Are we working, living 
and serving alongside people who are not followers of Jesus so 
we might share the gospel with them?  

     	 Bob Logan writes, “Engaging culture . . . means 
being where the people are, living among them, getting to 
know them, and letting them get to know us . . . When we meet 
people on their turf, allowing them to really know us and our 
spirituality, that’s when we find people who are curious about 
God and open to Him!” 

Tom Clegg puts it this way: “If you don’t have friends 
outside the church there’s something wrong with you and your 
version of Christianity.”  We are to be agents of transformation 
who keep company with sinners, just like Jesus!   

     	 Dave Ferguson in Discover Your Mission Now, a free 
E-book, shares five simple principles to change the world right 
where you live.  He uses the acronym B.L.E.S.S. (Begin with 
Prayer, Listen, Eat, Serve, Story) to get started and give us 
a great track to run on. We are called to live as missionaries 
in our zip code in order to see changed lives, changed 
communities, and changed neighborhoods. I have borrowed 
the B.L.E.S.S. acronym from Dave Ferguson, but the content is 
“borrowed” from many different resources:

B - Begin with Prayer. Are you praying for all the lost 
people in your circle of influence? Elmer Towns talked 
about and coined the phrase “F.R.A.N.gelism” to focus us 
on reaching our friends, relatives, associates, and neighbors. 
Do you pray every day for those you know who do not know 
Christ personally? How could you build a bridge to them in 
order to speak into their lives?  Have you considered doing 
a prayer walk around your neighborhood asking God to open 
doors of opportunity?

L – Listen. What are they saying? What questions do 
they need answered? The best way to show people you value 

them is listening to them.  How can you build a relationship, 
discover their needs and serve them sacrificially? The only 
way to figure out how to best come alongside others in their 
spiritual journey listening carefully and asking the right 
questions. Hopefully, the natural progression will be to listen to 
their story, share your story then tell His story.  

E – Eat. Find ways to get people together and build 
relationships. In our culture a great way to accomplish this is 
to have them over for a meal in your home. You can also invite 
them to go golfing, fishing, hunting or some other hobby where 
you can laugh and do life together. Normally, people do not 
connect with the whole church at once, but their starting point 
is a few individuals they can begin building relationships with. 
People are looking for “authentic” relationships, and people 
are never a means to an end.

S – Serve. We must be willing to serve others sacrificially. 
Who are the people God has placed around you? What are 
their needs? How can you find out what their needs are and 
then meet them? What are you hearing God say you should 
do (remember: Begin in Prayer), and what actions should you 
take. Some people are very good at meeting physical needs 
while others are better at meeting spiritual needs. It takes both! 
Words without actions to back them up are dead, and the good 
news unshared is not good news.

S – Story. There are a lot of nice guys in your neighborhood, 
at work and in your family who will do random acts of 
kindness but are not born again. Bob Logan says, “Living 
incarnationally and missionally as followers of Jesus brings 
something different to the equation: the power of spiritual 
transformation.” Romans 1:16 says, “For I am not ashamed of 
the gospel of Christ: for it is the power of God unto salvation 
to everyone that believeth; to the Jew first, and also to the 
Greek.”

     	 Get going!  Dive in and start blessing others. What 
are you waiting for? There will never be a perfect time, and 
you will make mistakes along the way. The real question is, 
“Do you believe in blessing others enough to take the risk?” 
Give yourself permission to make mistakes and realize that 
your effectiveness in ministering to others will improve with 
practice. Look around and ask God to show you who it is that 
He wants you to B.L.E.S.S.!

Healthy Christians and healthy churches bless others!

2024
BMA OF AMERICA ANNUAL MEETING
DATE: Apr. 16-18, 2024
PLACE: The Chateau on the Lake, Branson, Missouri

SOAR
DATE: July 3-5, 2024
PLACE: Loews Arlington Hotel, Arlington, Texas
 
CELEBRATION ADULT CONFERENCE
DATE: November 12-14, 2024
PLACE: Chateau on the Lake, Branson, Missouri
 
BMA OF TEXAS ANNUAL MEETING
DATE: Nov. 18-19, 2024
PLACE: Jacksonville, Texas

AVAILABLE MINISTRY POSITIONS
PASTOR— Bethel, Clayton is seeking a pastor. Send resume to Joe 
Ogden, 563 CR183, Carthage, Texas 75633 or call 903-692-0000. A 
parsonage is available for the pastor. The church is located at  160 
CR1521, Clayton. Jerry Phillips is currently serving as interim pastor.

PASTOR—Elwood, Wills Point is seeking a bivocational pastor. Send 
resume to PO Box 257 Edgewood, Texas 75117, email to billypolege@
yahoo.com or call Billy Polege at 214-536-5795. TFN

PASTOR—Mt. Pisgah, Mineola is seeking a full-time biblically 
qualified pastor to shepherd our congregation. Mt. Pisgah was 
founded in 1853 with a strong biblical foundation, a heart for 
missions and to grow. Please send resumes to 5848 S. State 
Highway 37, Mineola, Texas 75773. TFN

PASTOR–Lakeridge, Lubbock is seeking a full-time, biblically qualified 
pastor. Send resume or inquiries to pastorsearchcommittee@
mylakeridgebaptist.org. TFN

MUSIC MINISTER–Henderson, Perry, Georgia is seeking a 
man with high view of God who has a passion for leading the 
church in reverent and doctrinally sound worship. This is a full-
time position. Please email Matt Loafman with a resume at matt.
hendersonbaptist@gmail.com. 2/24

YOUTH/STUDENT MINISTRY—Afton Grove, Jacksonville is seeking 
a biblically qualified candidate. This is a bivocational position. We 
are looking for a minister with a heart for God, a heart for students 
and who is ready to plunge into the work. The candidate will love 
the Lord and love and lead our students in a growing relationship 
with Jesus. Please send your resume to Eddie Richardson at
fasteddie999elr@gmail.com. TFN
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praying for open doors in Sundown and here at the college 
and we truly believe God’s going to open those doors. As 
always, thank you so much for all your support and prayers 
that make it possible for us to be a part of what God is doing 
out here in west Texas. 2024…HERE WE COME!!

Prayer Needs:
Pray that God will open doors at SPC and Sundown, our 

leadership development, the adoption and implementation of 
new Missional Community rhythms and a storage shed so we 
can finish remodeling.

RUDY VILLAREAL–
HOMETOWN CHURCH MISSION IN HELOTES  
RVILLARREAL1@GMAIL.COM

People who are attending 
are very actively inviting 
other people into their sphere 
of influence. One lady, named 
Marian,  came to  church 
for the first time in years. 
She gave up trying to find a 
church, because they all did 
not teach the Bible, as she has 
a Bible Church background. She was encouraged to know 
that we teach the Bible and take His Word very seriously.

Prayer Needs:
Pray that some of our new visitors over the holiday season 

will plug into our fellowship.

SHANE CARTER–LAMESA MISSION 
STUMPOFNAVY@GMAIL.COM 

We are steadily moving 
forward. We will be starting 
a Sunday morning meeting 
in January and have started 
a  d isc ipleship  group on 
Sunday evenings. We are also 
beginning a discipleship Bible 
study at the police department 
on Tuesdays  a t  noon in 
January.

Please continue to pray for open hearts and doors as God 
does his work in Lamesa.

Prayer Needs:
Pray for continued good health and for opportunities to 

spread the gospel in and around Lamesa.
 
ADEREMI BADRU–
LIGHT HOUSE MISSION IN HOUSTON 
REMIBADRU44HOPE@YAHOO.COM

God has been gracious to 
us by adding to us and helping 
us to train the people we have.

Prayer Needs:
At the moment, we need 

a space for worship that 
will be conducive for us to 
have children’s ministry. We 
currently meet at the hotel 
and our children use the gym for the kid’s church which is 
risky and at the same time difficult to manage because the 
people in the hotel can decide to use the gym at any time. 
In addition, with the growth we are experiencing, we surely 

need a better place. Please pray for the provision of funds and 
for us to be able to get the kind of space that will enable us 
to not just have a ministry for the adults but a place where 
we can have child care and kids ministry. Pray for provision 
for us to be able to get the equipment we need such as 
musical instruments and a public address system. God has 
been so gracious to us in the last year and we are seeing real 
commitments from those joining the church. Please pray that 
they will be established in Christ.

PETER OYENIRAN–
PLANTING IN MISSION BEND 
P E T E R OY E N I R A N 1 1 @
GMAIL.COM

We give God praise for 
helping us have a formidable 
team. We are able to have a 
get-together with a family and 
they will hopefully join us as 
a team.

BICHITRANANDA SATPATHY– 
INTERNATIONAL BAPTIST MISSION, FORT WORTH 
BICHITRANANDA31@GMAIL.COM

I shared the gospel with two 
people during the holiday season. 
They patiently heard the gospel and 
were open to it. However, they are 
yet to surrender to Christ. Please 
pray that the Holy Spirit will move 
on their hearts so they may accept 
Christ as their Savior. Their names 
are Ansul and Jashbir Singh.

Prayer Needs:
Pray for God to bring people to our biweekly gathering, 

for God to raise leaders and for His direction in this year.
 

ISAIAS MARTINEZ—
CONROE MISSION  
ISAIASMJ1966@GMAIL.COM

The condition of the mission is favorable. Five people 

came to Christ during our 
Christmas service. We have 
welcomed two new families. 
We continue the discipleship 
and meetings of the oikos.

Prayer Needs:
Please pray that in the 

future we may have a place of 
our own.

KYLE CHEATHAM—
GRACE CHURCH JARRELL MISSION   
KYLE@GRACEJARRELL.COM

December was a time for our first Christmas Eve gathering 
as well as a successful New Year’s Eve outreach. As we 
approach our one year birthday 
as a church, God continues to 
draw people to Himself and to 
us. We long to see more people 
come to faith in Christ. We 
are seeing genuine worship, 
fellowship and discipleship, 
but not the salvations that we 
hope to see. It may just be 
about God’s timing as we continue to faithfully sow gospel 
seeds in personal conversations and corporate worship.

Prayer Needs:
Please pray over these five goals we have for 2024: 1. To 

see lost people come to lifelong faith in Jesus Christ. 2. To 
expand our worship leader position into a larger position where 
he oversees worship, tech, web, and communications. 3. To go 
from two to four elders. 4. To launch three discipleship groves 
of 3-6 people and complete writing the material by year end as 
we go. 5. To add three more fellowship groups. 6. To relocate 
to a larger space.▲ Bichitrananda Satpathy 

▲ Shane Carter

▲ Rudy Villareal

▲ Aderemi Badru

▲ Peter Oyeniran

▲ Isaias Martinez

▲ Kyle Cheatham

BMA Texas Missions cont.
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