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BMA TEXAS MISSIONS

The mission of Christ is the focal point of the New Testament. It 
is interesting to watch as a group of unknown tax collectors and 
fishermen “turn the world upside down” in obedience to the 
mission of Christ. The book of Acts covers thirty-three years, 

and in that timeframe the gospel advanced from Jerusalem to Rome, Paul 
and his missionary teams started over twenty churches, and those churches 
started other churches. Almost every New Testament epistle is a letter back 
to a brand new church or to someone who was leading a brand new church.  
Hence, the opening line of this paragraph would be better stated as follows: 
The mission of Christ, in and through the church, is the focal point of the 
New Testament. 

Mission: To fulfill God’s mission by sending and partnering to share God’s 
story, make disciple makers, and start churches that multiply among the 
nations.

The word commission has a few synonyms such as assignment, duty, 
responsibility, mandate, etc. Before we analyze the meaning of being 
CO:MISSIONED, perhaps the first step is to come to grips with the fact that, 
as followers of Christ, we have been “missioned.” A God of mission could 
only produce and expect a people of mission.  We have a God-given mission!

Looking in the familiar passage that we refer to as the Great Commission 
in Matthew 28:18-20, we gain more insight to the importance of being 
CO:MISSIONED with emphasis on the fact that this commission is not of 
our origins, desires, or abilities. It is indeed a CO:MISSION with the colon 
communicating that this is from another and not our own invention.

Vision: To see every partner church around the world engaged in the 
process of starting a church.

In verse 18, Christ affirms that “all authority” has been given to him in 
heaven and on earth. The eternal God/resurrected Savior has inherent (it 
belongs to him by nature) authority because he is God. In verse 19, he then 
commands us to go and make disciples of all nations, and our authority is 
inherited from Christ–it is not our own. What a great encouragement! We are 
CO:MISSIONED and our authority is from the God who has ALL authority.

Another aspect of our CO:MISSION is that we have been commanded to 
make disciples of all peoples by Christ himself. Christ came in fulfillment of a 
mission; we go in fulfillment of a mission. 

The last truth about our CO:MISSION is that we go with Christ.  He is 
always with us, and we do not advance in our own power, but in his.

CO:MISSIONED is indeed to be “missioned” but not by ourselves. We are 
on a continuing journey with Christ to fulfill his mission. We do that with 
his authority (from), according to his mandate (by), and through his power 
(with).  

The BMA worldwide family now includes close to 2,000 churches. BMA 
Global Missions has planted almost 800 churches and is currently planting 
450 more! We are church planters! We do believe that “the mission of Christ, 
in and through the church, is the focal point of the New Testament.”

We are excited about 2023 to see more of the synergistic effect continue in 
worldwide church planting. Many faithful servants have sown and cultivated 
over many years in dozens of countries and now God is giving the increase 
through the multiplication of disciples and churches. 

BMA Global Missions mobilizes churches and people to the mission field 
(send), helps plant churches that plant churches (start), and provides care and 
support for healthy leaders and churches (support). We are so grateful for 
the opportunity to partner with your church. Please continue to be faithful 
as you renew and refresh your church’s commitment to the basics of our 
CO:MISSION: pray, give, send, and go.

Please pray as BMA Global Missions reaches for new goals in 2023 and 
beyond. Some of these goals include a significant increase in the number of 
missionaries we send from our churches over the next ten years, specifically 
targeting urban areas of the United States for multiple church plants, 
increasing the number of language groups with church plants from seven to 
fifteen inside the United States, and assisting churches around the world to 
achieve maturity and multiplication. 

Thank you all again for being faithful in our God-given CO:MISSION that 
is fulfilled from, by, and with the Lord Jesus Christ.  

BY: Dr. John David Smith
BMA Missions
bmamissions.org

CO:MISSIONED: IN AND THROUGH THE CHURCH
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By JERRY FULTON

Welcome to 2023
When years in school passed by so slowly and high school graduation 

seemed as if it would never come, no one warned me that after graduation 
time would pass by at an incredible rate. What happened to 2022? It came 
and went! Now, here we are at the beginning of a brand new year—2023.

Here is what we have planned for the new year!

LOCAL ASSOCIATION/PASTOR VISITS
This year, my goal is to visit pastors and local associations on a monthly 

basis to keep you informed of what the Lord is doing through the Baptist 
Missionary Association of Texas. If your local association meets monthly 
or quarterly for lunch or has other meetings, please give me a call. I 
would love to visit with you, provide you with information about our state 
association and answer any questions you might have. You may contact me 
at editor@baptistprogress.org or 972-923-0756.

This month, I will be traveling to Concord, Gilmer to speak at a rally 
for Baptist Progress, hosted by the Liberty Association. I appreciate the 
invitation.

MINISTRY CONNECTION WORKSHOPS
Baptist Progress has some exciting Ministry Connection Workshops 

scheduled for 2023. These include the following:

SMALLCIRCLE
Led by Steve McCoy, pastor of 360 

Church in Sarasota, Florida
Smallcircle is a free, reproducible, 

discipleship method that includes a heavy 
emphasis on reaching in-depth relationships 
beyond what is typical in church culture. 
Smallcircle not only focuses on making 
disciples, but on producing disciple-makers. 
Smallcircle was developed by Steve 
McCoy, pastor of 360 Church in Sarasota, 
Florida. Steve’s passion is to see biblical, 
relational, reproducible discipleship in 
action around the globe and he has devoted 
his life to this cause. For more info go to: 
https://www.smallcircle.com.

 
DATE & TIME: March 30, 2023 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
with lunch included
PLACE: BMA of Texas Building, 
632 Farley Street, Waxahachie
REGISTRATION FEE: Free 

INTERIM PASTOR TRAINING
Led by Jerry Fulton, who has served 

numerous churches as an interim pastor
The need for trained interim pastors 

is great. In this workshop, the following 
questions will be answered: 1) What is 
an interim pastor? 2) What should be 
expected of the interim pastor? 3) How 
does the interim pastor make things ready 
for the next pastor? 4) How can the interim 
pastor connect the church to the Baptist 
Missionary Association of Texas? 5) 
How much should the interim pastor be 
paid? Additionally, a “To Do List”, The 
Interim Pastor’s Manual, and The Pastor 
Search Team Manual will be provided for 
everyone who attends. Those who complete the training will be certified as 
an interim pastor for the BMA of Texas. All potential interim pastors must 
have pastoral experience.

DATE & TIME: May 11, 2023, 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
with lunch included
PLACE: BMA of Texas Building, 
632 Farley Street, Waxahachie
REGISTRATION FEE: Free

THE PREACHING LAB
Led by Dr. Clif Johnson, pastor of 

Garrett Memorial Baptist Church in Hope, 
Arkansas

The Preaching Lab workshop will cover 
tips on how to uncover the structure, context 
and theme of a scripture passage, along 
with necessary ingredients for building 
a sermon. This workshop will help you 
become a better expository preacher of 
God’s Word.

 
DATE & TIME: August 10, 2023, 10 
a.m. to 2 p.m. with lunch included
PLACE: BMA of Texas Building, 
632 Farley Street, Waxahachie
REGISTRATION FEE: Free

Register at baptistprogress.org > Resources > Ministry Connection 
Workshops or call 972-923-0756.

▲ Steve McCoy

▲ Jerry Fulton

▲ Clif Johnson
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By HEITH MITCHELL

A word from your Missions Office

▲ Kingsley Nduka

▲ Haitao He

BMA TEXAS MISSION continued on p. 4

In your Texas Missions, we began 2023 with a celebration. 
Crossworks Church in Tahoka completed their five years 
of support with Texas Missions. This young church is at an 
exciting place. They anticipate buying their first building this 
year. Before that purchase, a large part of their membership 
will be heading to South Africa on a mission trip.  

Crossworks is a mission minded church that is a faithful 
participant in BMA life. Mike Watt and Treavor Cowan began 
this church together.  Jamie Henojosa, who was a founding 
member, was ordained later and is the third pastor. These men 
have been faithful and obedient. They have really sacrificed 
to plant this bivocational church in a small west Texas town. 
Will you join me in congratulating them and praying for 
them? Let’s praise the Lord for His work in this sister church.

Heith Mitchell and Chris Driver presenting a plaque 
and check to Mike, Trevor and Jamie, the three elders of 
Crosswork Church, during their Sunday Worship Service

Crosswork Church
P.O. Box 88
Tahoka, TX 79373
mike.watt@crossworkchurch.org
trevor.cowan@crossworkchurch.org
 

A word from your missionaries
TIM ALBA—
THE BRIDGE IN SEAGOVILLE  
TIMALBA1986@GMAIL.COM

I pray that each of us get 
energized for the new year. 
I think all of us can say that 
planting is challenging. It’s 
takes great faith to step out 
and trust God. Regardless of 
my talents and gifts I know 
that trusting God is key to 
planting a church. It is not by 
my power or strength that makes this possible. It is by God’s 
power that our churches will be built. We as a church have 
grown because God has made it possible. We as a church 
have focused on what God has done and where He is taking 
us. We are looking forward to see what God is going to do in 
2023.

ISAIAS MARTINEZ—
CONROE MISSION  
ISAIASMJ1966@GMAIL.COM

Merry Christmas and Blessed 
New Year 2023 to all my brothers 
and sisters of the great BMA family 
of Texas.

CESAR LEAL—
NEW MISSION IN SAN ANTONIO 
CESARLEAL2002@YAHOO.COM

December is a very different 
month from the rest of the year. We 
are more involved in the work but 
at the same time families are more 
involved in their personal activities 
and are absent. We take stock of the 
year that is ending and think about 
the new challenges for the coming 
year. There are new challenges, new 
goals and enthusiasm is growing. I still believe that the best 
times are yet to come and that 2023 comes loaded with many 
blessings for you and for us!

KINGSLEY NDUKA / 
ADEREMI BADRU—
LIGHT HOUSE MISSION 
IN HOUSTON 
KINGEDU700@GMAIL.COM / 
REMIBADRU44HOPE@YAHOO.
COM

Moses cried out to God in Exodus 
33:15, for God’s presence to go with 

him and his team. May we in this month of January 2023 ask 
the Lord to go with us and show us His glory in all that we 
do.

Prayer Needs:
My family reunion was delayed, pray that God will 

intervene for us quickly.

HAITAO HE—
CORPUS CHRISTI MISSION  
HAITAO.HE@BMATS.EDU

At the beginning of this year, we 
see more and more chaotic situations 
happening in the world. We believe 
the gospel of peace is the only 
solution and we are grateful that 
we can participate in the mission of 
spreading the gospel.

Prayer Needs:
Pray that we can be the channel of the gospel to our 

families and friends in China who are currently experiencing 
the surge of COVID-19 and their uncertainties towards the 
future. Pray the people will respond to the gospel and receive 
Jesus as their Savior.

JAIME HENRIQUEZ—
FUENTE DE VIDA ETERNA MISSION, HOUSTON 
DAIRYJENY@YAHOO.COM

We always thank all the 
churches of the BMA of 
Texas family for their prayers 
and support. It is always a 
pleasure to greet you and 
tell you that the work is 
moving forward. What we are 
evangelizing by discipling and 
accommodating members, 
training leaders, touching lives that God is transforming. We 

▲ Timothy Alba 

▲ Isaias Martinez  

▲ Cesar Leal

▲ Jamie Henriquez
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BMA Texas Missions cont.
have five cells in different homes functioning, Bible institute 
on Fridays and the youth group that has its weekly meeting.

Prayer Needs:
Pray for the brethren of our church who have recently lost 

loved ones. Sister Maricela Villatoro who lost her father this 
year’s end Mr. Juan Espinoza and for the Ortega family in the 
loss of brother Ezequiel Ortega.

FIDEL TORRES—
PLANTING IN DENTON  
FIDTOL@MSN.COM

At the moment, God has 
granted us three persons for 
His Kingdom. Thank Him 
Lord of the harvest for His 
Goodness .  Now we  a re 
becoming more famil iar 
with the city and we are also 
adapting more to living here, 
which is a challenge. 

CHRIS DRIVER—
WEST TEXAS MULTIPLICATION NETWORK/
TEXAS MISSIONARY CARE 
CJDRIVER316@GMAIL.COM

Howdy from west Texas! Can 
you believe it’s 2023? Wow! The last 
year went by so fast and so much 
happened that it’s really difficult 
to take it all in. We started practice 
services on Sunday mornings and 
had a wonderful Christmas Eve 
service with 32 people as we are 
putting the finishing touches on the 
remodel. God is going to really use this building. It’s going 
to be a place full of life and hope for many years to come 
in many ways. Thank you for your prayers and support in 
getting it done. The plan is to begin opening the building this 
semester for college students to come and hang out. We will 
be offering free coffee via Keurig Coffee stations. If your 
church is looking for a small way to impact the Kingdom, 
we’d love to invite you to sponsor a machine and/or cases of 
K-cups so we can keep this free to the students. Thank you 
again for all you do for all your BMAT missionaries! It’s 
definitely a great time to be BMA. 

Prayer Needs:
Life group multiplication
Upcoming public launch
SPC spring semester contacts
Open doors for the gospel in Levelland, the college, 

Whitharral, Sundown, Smyer and Whiteface
Possible next church plant in Lamesa

ROBERT LEE—
HARMONY BAPTIST CHURCH IN 
NORMANGEE REPLANT 
BRO.ROBERT.F.LEE@GMAIL.COM

While December was a 
difficult month for our family, 
I am thankful to see that God 
has continued to provide for 
us here in Normangee. I pray 
that 2023 will be a wonderful 
year and that we will see 
Harmony become a church 
with a more significant impact 
in our community as the year progresses.

Prayer Needs:
Pray for the Gospel to be spread even more in Normangee 

in 2023, and for continued opportunities to show the love of 
Christ to our community.

RONNIE MILLS—
KINGDOM CHAPEL IN FT. WORTH 
RONNIE84@GMAIL.COM

Brothers and sisters, it’s a 
New Year, but we still have 
the same mission. I told our 
people this past Sunday, 
on New Years Day as we 
observed Lord’s Supper, what 
a blessing it is that we can 
look back at 2022, at all the 
failings and shortcomings of 
our sin and know that our Lord Jesus paid in full all of that 
debt with His blood.

And yet, with tremendous joy, in the same way on day one 
of the New Year, we can look forward into 2023 knowing that 
the same blood that cleansed all of 2022’s sin has cleansed all 
of the sin from our lives in 2023 as well.

Once and for all Christ died for us, and here at KC, we’re 
proclaiming that same Good News to those around us. New 
year, same gospel! I truly hope you’ve had a wonderful 
holiday season, and thank you so much for your continued 
prayers and support for Kingdom Chapel.

Prayer Needs:
This is my last year as a missionary with the BMA of 

Texas in regards to being on support, so with that said, I want 
to thank you for all of the support over the past 4 years for me 
and my family.

Also with that said, I want to appeal to you that you would 
pray and consider how you might be able to partner with 

this work financially through this final year, and maybe even 
beyond.

I desire that you would struggle in prayer with me and our 
mission that the Lord would grow us in number here to be 
able to reach a point of self-sustainability by the end of this 
year.

Our people here at Kingdom Chapel are faithful. They 
are committed, they love one another, and they love you. We 
need to grow, and we’re asking the Lord for that this year, 
would you join us?

RUDY VILLAREAL—
HOMETOWN CHURCH IN SAN ANTONIO  
ROBLESGUADALUPE51@GMAIL.COM

We were able to share 
the Gospel with many of our 
neighbors in a very easy and 
relatable way through home 
baked cookies as well as 
carols. Let me share one story 
in particular, we caroled on 
many nights, but one evening 
we did not have as many 
people show, with the exception of a few. For a brief moment 
I felt a sense of disappointment, but this was alleviated when 
an Indian family showed up. They were so excited to join 
us and sing Christian Christmas hymns. Throughout the 
evening they prayed with us and sang loudly, “Joyful all ye 
nations rise...” and it hit me, Christ has sent the nations to us 
this evening. This is an appointment that was set before all 
eternity that we would have this opportunity sent to them to 
declare, “Hark the hearld angels sing, glory to the newborn 
King.” They believe in multiple gods and that Jesus is just 
one way, and I gathered them all and shared that their is 
only one way. I shared that we were here doing this not out 
of tradition, but conviction as witnesses to the Truth of the 
Gospel. I shared the Good News with them and there need to 
respond with repentance and faith. We had a good discussion, 
and I pressed them because I told them that Christ is not 
just among a pantheon of gods, but He is God, creator of 
the universe sent as the second person of the Trinity to save 
sinners. Pray that they will take our dinner offer with them to 
discuss with them further. Please pray for the other occasions 
we were able to share the Gospel as well. Thank You!

Prayer Needs:
Pray that our first vision night comes together and that 

we are able to gather more people to start a Sunday evening 
Bible study.

JOSE TORRES—
TYLER HISPANIC MISSION  

T h a n k  y o u  f o r 
accompanying me and my 
family throughout 2022. It 
was a great blessing and 
we know that 2023 holds 
something even more special. 
God is good. Thank you for 
showing that kindness to us. 
God bless the Texas BMA 
churches!

▲ Fidel Torres

▲ Chris Driver

▲ Robert Lee

▲ Ronnie Mills  

▲ Rudy Villareal

▲ Jose Torres  

BMA TEXAS MISSION continued on p. 11



January 2023 | 5

By JASON CURRY

Jason Curry is the president of the Texas Baptist 
Home for Children. Contact him 629 Farley St, 
Waxahachie, Texas 75165, 972-937-1321 or jcurry@
tbhc.org. For more information, visit www.tbhc.org.

Happy New Year! I hope each of you had a time of remembrance 
and joy. When reflecting on the year, I can tell you that many 
challenges spring to my mind the most. But TBHC has had so much 
joy happen throughout the year, and the challenges are always with 
us. With January being Sanctity of Life Month, I can’t help but be 
reminded about one of our past adoptions, a moment when joy and 
sorrow collided. 

I had the privilege to sit in as a witness for one of our private 
adoptions. I signed documents and observed the process. My heart 
hurt and swelled for all those in the room. Let me set the scene for 
you.

Our staff was on one side of the table, and the birth mother, as 
well as the adoptive parents, sat on the other. Each was feeling their 
own set of emotions. Our adoption staff went through everything 
methodically. She spoke to the birthmother and expressed in detail 
the meaning of each document. The birthmother heard every word 
and knew what she was doing, but you could see the hurt in her 
heart. 

Sometimes choosing to do what is best for those you love does 
not always mean doing what feels good. She signed document after 
document and hesitated from time to time along the way. She chose 
not to parent, and with that choice comes loss, even if it is a good 
choice. 

In Psalms, it says that God will bring healing to people who are 
brokenhearted. Psalm 147:3 “He heals the brokenhearted And binds 
up their wounds.” 

Let me ask each of you to pray for birth moms, not that they 

would choose to no longer parent, but that they would choose what 
is best for their child. Pray for the heartbreak that inevitably follows 
and that they will seek God, not things of the world. Pray for the 
short-term and long-term grief they will experience. Pray for the 
child to see that choice for what it is: a chance for a future! When 
you support TBHC, that is what you are supporting. Giving every 
child touched a chance for hope! 

Thank you all for helping TBHC accomplish our Purpose of 
Glorifying God by Caring for Children. Your support makes our 
mission something we can accomplish. “Caring for children and 
family by offering stability, discovering self-worth, and achieving 
true healing in Christ.” 

If you want more information on how you can help accomplish 
our mission, check out our website TBHC.org. Don’t forget we may 
be opening an office in your area, and we need additional help to 
do it. We will continue to be good stewards along the road we are 
taking. Thanks for giving kids a chance for hope! I’m just sayin’.

I’m just sayin’

An expression of everlasting love
Many of our friends choose to honor or remember a family 
member, a friend, or an associate with a gift for the children 
of the Baptist Home. Texas Baptist Home for Children, in 
turn, notifies the appropriate person. Listed in capital letters 
are those honored or remembered from Dec. 1-31, 2022. 

ENDOWMENT
E ANN PACE: Karl & Martha Pace
MYRA STOKES: Bill Stokes

HONORARIUMS
AL SPRINGER: Johnnie & Leon Ross
BROTHER & MRS. DANNY HAILEY: Johnnie & Leon Ross
BROTHER CHARLES & CHARLOTTE JOHNSON: Elizabeth Stokes; Rosewood 
Baptist Church
BROTHER MICHAEL & LISA PHILLIPS: Elizabeth Stokes
CARL ROSS: Johnnie & Leon Ross
COLLIN JONES FAMILY: Jerry Null
DONALD CHARLES HARTLEY: Dickey & Kathy Hartley Duane & Charlotte 
Turner: Ricky Thompson Eddie Booth: John Theile II
GARY WAYNE FRANKLIN: Kirk & Emma Burleson
GRAESON KEIFER: Johnnie & Leon Ross
JOHNNIE ROSS: Leon Ross
KELLY LAMINACK: Rosewood Baptist Church
LEON ROSS: Johnnie Ross
LEROY ROSS: Johnnie & Leon Ross
LIBBY KEIFER: Johnnie & Leon Ross
MARY DUNAVANT: Michale & Cindy Dooly
MR & MRS. MICHAEL HARRELL: Johnnie & Leon Ross Mr. & MRS. MATT 
KEIFER: Johnnie & Leon Ross Robert & Connie MURPHY: John Henderson 
ROSEWOOD BAPTIST CHURCH: The Ashley Family 
TAMMY SWANNER: Charles & Charlotte Johnson

MEMORIALS
ADAM LANDRUM: Gary Landrum
ANN MAXWELL: Marilyn Simpson
BARBARA KRAUSKOPF: James & Micah Krauskopf
BARTEK FAMILY: Leonard Haag
BETH FRAZIER: John & Phyllis Howell
BILL TRAYWICK: Sondra Moore & Mamie & Chuck Henry
BILLIE SUE MARTIN: Terry & Sharon Martin 
BOBBY DUKE: Temple Baptist Church 
BOBBY VAN NESS JR.: Carol Brock
BROTHER JAMES SPEAR: Kirk & Emma Burleson; Janet Shoffner
BUBBA & JOAN TREADWELL: Pat & Robin McCown
BUDDY & LULU HAZELL: Cheryl Briscoe
BUSTER DUNN: Betty Dunn
CAROL HOWELL SMITH: Margaret Wolf 
CECIL DOWNEY: Carlie Downey 
CHARLES MITCHELL: Gay Mitchell
CLAYTON WHITE: Douglas & Lisa Maddux 
CYNTHIA "SAM" KAY: Jimmy & Carla Shipp 
DAN SUTHERLAND: Margaret Wolf
DAVID JUNKIN: Patti Junkin
DAVID LOFTIS: Johnnie & Leon Ross
DAWN KEARBY MASON: Leon & Priscilla McCauley
DOROTHY SEXTON: Thomas Jeter 
EDDIE BYRD: Darinda Medcalf 
EVELYN BURR: Charles & Holly Yount 
FLO GILCHRIST: Margaret Wolf
HAAG FAMILY: Leonard Haag
HAROLD KELLER: Jed & Glenice Whitaker
J.P. ALSBROOKS: L.C. & Jennetta Whitehead
JACLYN LANDRUM: Gary Landrum
JEANE THOMAS: Charles & Charlotte Johnson
JIMMY SIMONS: Helen Burgin
JIMMY TANKERSLEY: Margaret Tankersley
JOHN WOLCOTT: Gay Mitchell
KAY WOLCOTT: Gay Mitchell
KENNY THOMPSON: Jimmy & Carla Shipp; Charles & Charlotte Johnson
LACI ADA STONE: Northside Baptist Church 
LARRY & ROSELEN BOBO: James Bobo 
LARRY MCKNIGHT: Janet Shoffner
LEWIS CRONE: Charles & Charlotte Johnson
LORI TURNER: Rosewood Baptist Church; Charles & Charlotte Johnson
LOUIS WAYNE HEATH: June Taylor 
LOVITA LOU OUIMET: James Ouimet 
NANCY KRYWALSKI: Margaret Wolf
PAULETTE SPRINGER: Johnnie & Lean Ross
RANDY TOMPKINS: Barry & Rosemary Herrera
REV. WILLIAM FRANK & DORIS DILL: Barbara Brown
ROY MERRILL: Johnnie & Leon Ross
RYDER B. CHANEY: Glen & Carolyn Saxon 
SCOTT BAXTER: L.C. & Jennetta Whitehead 
SHIRLEY WHITE: Douglas & Lisa Maddux 
TERRY GOODMAN: John & Phyllis Howell 
TOM WATKINS: The Stewart Family 
TOMMY O. BLAKELY: Betty Blakely 
VALERIE GLADNEY: Marilyn Simpson
VIOLET DAVIS: Charles & Charlotte Johnson
VIRGINIA "GINGER" STILL: Charles & Charlotte Johnson
W V RAY: Brenda Ray
WILMA JO HACKLER: Audrey Waller
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Dr. John Mann is the interim president of Jacksonville 
College. Contact him at 105 B. J. Albritton Drive, 
Jacksonville, Texas 75766, 903-586-2518 or 
president@jacksonville-college.edu. For more 
information, visit www.jacksonvillecollege.edu.

By JOHN B. MANN, PhD
“We demolish arguments and every proud thing that 

is raised up against the knowledge of God and we take 
every thought captive to Christ,” (2 Corinthians 10:4b-
5, CSB). 

Jacksonville College is not only fulfilling the task of 
education, but we are engaging in a battle for the minds 
of our students. 

The Bible makes clear that the primary tactics that 
Christians use to battle for the soul of a generation are 
not carnal, but are “powerful through God,” (2 Cor. 
10:4, CSB).

The powerful weapons that God gives to us are so 
that we might “demolish arguments and every proud 
thing that is raised up against the knowledge of God,” 
(2 Cor. 10:5). 

We engage a culture that is entrenched in self-
promotion, self-exaltation, and self-protection through 
“taking every thought captive to obey Christ.” 

In other words, the primary means through which 
Jacksonville College is destroying the arguments which 
are raising themselves against God is through seeking to 
captivate the minds of students with the truth of Jesus 
Christ. 

There are many people who have predicted the demise 
of Christian education in recent years. The best remedy 
against the fulfillment of these predictions is through 
demonstrating that Christianity is both emotionally 
satisfying and intellectually challenging. 

Elizabeth Hall writes, “While the larger academy 
continues largely antagonist ic  to or  dis interested 
in Christian contributions to scholarship, there are 
some disciplines, such as philosophy, where Christian 
perspectives are increasingly being taken seriously…. 
Christian education is flourishing.” 

For Christian colleges to captivate the minds of 
students, we must intentionally seek to accomplish the 
following things: 

First, we must teach how Jesus Christ stands at 
the center of all knowledge. This thought is counter-
cultural to the current approach to education taken by 
secular universities. 

At the secular university, the hedonistic values of 
contemporary culture are championed as the “be-all, 
end-all” of academic preparation. Paul Gould writes in 
Cultural Apologetics, 

“Our whole education system trains us to fix our 
minds upon the material world. We become fixated 
on the here and now, with little thought of the there 
and then. The collective mind of our culture is largely 
anti-intellectual and shallow, lacking the intellectual 

categories or ability to think deeply about things that 
matter most. Many are guided more by feeling and 
desire than by reason.”

When Christian education presents knowledge from a 
Christ-centered perspective, we are claiming that Jesus 
Christ stands at the center of all human existence. He 
is both the source of history since He was present in 
creation and the center of history in His work on the 
Cross for our salvation.

He is the present reality of all human meaning since 
He is able to transform the heart of the individual and 
thereby the values of a culture. 

He is our future hope since His promise is that He 
will return to gather all of those who believe in Him 
and have yielded their lives to Him. Philosophically, life 
apart from Christ has no ultimate and final meaning. 

Second, Christian colleges must model Christian 
faithfulness. The first point is academic while this 
point is pragmatic. That is to say, a Christian college 
that effectively captivates the minds of the students for 
Jesus Christ recognizes the responsibility they have to 
demonstrate true faith in Christ. 

Jacksonville College intentionally places our staff 
into positions where they can do that very thing. We do 
this by not only expecting a certain conduct from our 
staff, but also through positioning our staff to disciple 
our students in what it means to live with faith in Jesus 
Christ on a daily basis.

T h i r d ,  a  C h r i s t i a n  c o l l e g e  m u s t  p r o v i d e 
opportunities to l ive out what it  means to be a 
Christian. Currently, we offer training for our students 
to know how to lead someone to know Christ as their 
Savior. 

We also provide community-service opportunities. 
Most recently, we have joined an initiative called 
America Reads/America Counts where our students 
can go into local elementary schools and help provide 
instructional opportunities to young students. 

This initiative is intended to increase the literacy 
rates and the mathematical skills of local elementary 
students. We are excited about the opportunity to partner 
with our community in this program. It demonstrates 
that serving others is a core principle of the Christian 
faith. 

Fourth, we must not shy away from challenging 
questions that are posed by the culture. Christianity 
provides a robust intellectual response to those who 
question the meaning of their existence. 

Evolutionary thought has permeated our culture for 
over one-hundred years. If a generation has been taught 

that they are merely the consequence of an evolutionary 
accident, then we should not be surprised when they do 
not have a sense of the value of life. 

In the Introduction to Christian Ethics course I teach, 
I have heard first-hand how some students cannot give 
an answer to the meaning of their lives. A culture that is 
largely based on the assumption of the non-existence of 
God should expect nothing less. If there is no God, then 
there is no meaning. 

A Christian college must be prepared to hear the 
questions of this generation and respond to them in a 
thoughtful and Christ-centered mindset. Doing so will 
help each person to see that their life has value because 
they bear the image of the Creator. 

F i n a l l y,  C h r i s t i a n  c o l l e g e s  m u s t  s u r ro u n d 
themselves with partners who will pray for and 
give to the work of Christian education. Jacksonville 
College cannot do the task of Christian education alone. 
We need for our partners to pray for our effectiveness 
and to give toward our mission.

Being a vibrant Christian college in the twenty-first 
century requires that we place Jesus at the center of 
all knowledge, model what it means to be a Christian, 
provide opportunities for students to serve others, give 
thoughtful responses to students’ questions, and work 
with others toward the goal of fulfilling the Great 
Commission. 

Jacksonville College does not exist to the do the 
work of the local church. Rather, we exist to support 
the work of the local church. We desire to assist local 
churches by doing the hard work of academics in a way 
that supports the work of churches who are seeking to 
make disciples of Jesus Christ.

Thank you to the churches of the Baptist Missionary 
Association of Texas which are allowing us to partner 
with them as we seek to captivate the minds of students 
for the glory of Jesus Christ.

Captivating Minds
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The mission of Christ is the focal point of the New Testament. It 
is interesting to watch as a group of unknown tax collectors and 
fishermen “turn the world upside down” in obedience to the 
mission of Christ. The book of Acts covers thirty-three years, 

and in that timeframe the gospel advanced from Jerusalem to Rome, Paul 
and his missionary teams started over twenty churches, and those churches 
started other churches. Almost every New Testament epistle is a letter back 
to a brand new church or to someone who was leading a brand new church.  
Hence, the opening line of this paragraph would be better stated as follows: 
The mission of Christ, in and through the church, is the focal point of the 
New Testament. 

Mission: To fulfill God’s mission by sending and partnering to share God’s 
story, make disciple makers, and start churches that multiply among the 
nations.

The word commission has a few synonyms such as assignment, duty, 
responsibility, mandate, etc. Before we analyze the meaning of being 
CO:MISSIONED, perhaps the first step is to come to grips with the fact that, 
as followers of Christ, we have been “missioned.” A God of mission could 
only produce and expect a people of mission.  We have a God-given mission!

Looking in the familiar passage that we refer to as the Great Commission 
in Matthew 28:18-20, we gain more insight to the importance of being 
CO:MISSIONED with emphasis on the fact that this commission is not of 
our origins, desires, or abilities. It is indeed a CO:MISSION with the colon 
communicating that this is from another and not our own invention.

Vision: To see every partner church around the world engaged in the 
process of starting a church.

In verse 18, Christ affirms that “all authority” has been given to him in 
heaven and on earth. The eternal God/resurrected Savior has inherent (it 
belongs to him by nature) authority because he is God. In verse 19, he then 
commands us to go and make disciples of all nations, and our authority is 
inherited from Christ–it is not our own. What a great encouragement! We are 
CO:MISSIONED and our authority is from the God who has ALL authority.

Another aspect of our CO:MISSION is that we have been commanded to 
make disciples of all peoples by Christ himself. Christ came in fulfillment of a 
mission; we go in fulfillment of a mission. 

The last truth about our CO:MISSION is that we go with Christ.  He is 
always with us, and we do not advance in our own power, but in his.

CO:MISSIONED is indeed to be “missioned” but not by ourselves. We are 
on a continuing journey with Christ to fulfill his mission. We do that with 
his authority (from), according to his mandate (by), and through his power 
(with).  

The BMA worldwide family now includes close to 2,000 churches. BMA 
Global Missions has planted almost 800 churches and is currently planting 
450 more! We are church planters! We do believe that “the mission of Christ, 
in and through the church, is the focal point of the New Testament.”

We are excited about 2023 to see more of the synergistic effect continue in 
worldwide church planting. Many faithful servants have sown and cultivated 
over many years in dozens of countries and now God is giving the increase 
through the multiplication of disciples and churches. 

BMA Global Missions mobilizes churches and people to the mission field 
(send), helps plant churches that plant churches (start), and provides care and 
support for healthy leaders and churches (support). We are so grateful for 
the opportunity to partner with your church. Please continue to be faithful 
as you renew and refresh your church’s commitment to the basics of our 
CO:MISSION: pray, give, send, and go.

Please pray as BMA Global Missions reaches for new goals in 2023 and 
beyond. Some of these goals include a significant increase in the number of 
missionaries we send from our churches over the next ten years, specifically 
targeting urban areas of the United States for multiple church plants, 
increasing the number of language groups with church plants from seven to 
fifteen inside the United States, and assisting churches around the world to 
achieve maturity and multiplication. 

Thank you all again for being faithful in our God-given CO:MISSION that 
is fulfilled from, by, and with the Lord Jesus Christ.  

BY: Dr. John David Smith
BMA Missions
bmamissions.org

CO:MISSIONED: IN AND THROUGH THE CHURCH
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The churches and missions of Central America and the Caribbean 
face unique challenges as they labor to be effective in their 
evangelistic efforts, church planting, and discipleship of 
new believers. The region is known for its extreme weather, 

repressive governments, and poverty level. The BMAA has had a missions 
presence in this area for an entire generation, but in almost every country 
American missionaries have handed off leadership responsibilities to 
national pastors and leaders. As a result, each country has developed its own 
personalized method to conduct missions efforts in partnership with our 
association of churches in the United States.  

In Nicaragua, churches and missions are prospering in cities and towns 
scattered around the country, but there is also a renewed effort to reach 
the more isolated areas of the Atlantic side of the country. Traveling on 
horseback or in boats down the jungle rivers, people are sharing the gospel 
and planting new works. Leadership training and Bible instruction is 
regularly conducted even in the most isolated areas of the country. A recent 
hurricane dealt a serious blow to the economy, especially on the Atlantic 
side of the country where crops and homes were devastated. But these 
strong folks are recovering and forging ahead with efforts to share the Word 
even in difficult circumstances.

The tiny country of El Salvador is considered one of the most violent 
countries in Latin America with street gangs holding enormous sway over 
everyday life and even local government. In spite of that, with strong local 
leadership, new missions are being planted and established churches are 
growing. BMAA medical missions has been a positive influence here, as has 
the shoebox ministry.  

The churches and missions among the Garifuna populations in Honduras 
continue to reach out to other communities of their ethnic group, and a 
Garifuna language mission was recently established in the Bronx, New York.  

In Guatemala, our churches that are concentrated in the capital area are 
expanding their facilities to accommodate growing congregations.  

Costa Rica continues with a well-developed plan to train and send out 
new missionaries around the country.  

In the Caribbean, Puerto Rico is still recovering from yet another 
hurricane but recently ordained a missionary/pastor and continues to plant 
new missions on the island.  

In each of these countries, the absence of an American missionary has 
not slowed efforts to fulfill the Great Commission. While it is true that 
American missionaries have had a significant impact on those efforts–in 
many cases by pioneering the first works in the country–national leaders 
have successfully stepped into leadership roles and assumed responsibilities  

previously held by American missionaries.  And since the primary goal of 
cross-cultural missionaries is to “work yourself out of a job,” it all adds up to 
a missions success story!  

The role of BMAA Missions has rapidly evolved over the last several years 
in this region.  In the absence of American missionaries, national leaders 
have accepted the challenge to take ownership of their own missionary 
vision for their countries. As that vision is clarified, the BMAA has stepped 
in to encourage and facilitate the realization of each country’s particular 
vision. We have participated in joint efforts to fund missionaries from 
their countries that are sent out both locally and internationally.  Medical 
teams have made visits to several areas to address health needs of the least 
fortunate and raise the profile of our local churches.  Periodically, training 
sessions and Bible classes are conducted throughout the region. Through 
Lifeword the gospel is being preached in difficult-to-reach areas.  

American missionaries are no longer “in charge” in Central America and 
the Caribbean, but as an association of churches we are providing resources 
to the men who are “leading the charge” in their respective countries. Many 
serve in areas where they walk a virtual tightrope to avoid being targeted by 
the government or violent gangs. All work with extremely limited budgets. 
They all have asked for our prayers.  We should honor that request.

CO:MISSIONED IN LATIN AMERICA–CONTINUING 
THE LEGACY

BY: David Dickson
BMA Missions
bmamissions.org
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What develops culturally, even spiritually, in Europe 
eventually makes its way to North America. In the United 
States nearly half of adults (48%) describe themselves as 
both religious and spiritual. That number has grown at an 

alarming rate from 19% to 27% of those who now say they are spiritual but 
not religious. Comparing that to Western Europe, 53% of adults say they are 
neither religious nor spiritual, and that philosophy is growing and spreading 
at an unprecedented speed.

Yes, the opportunities are plentiful, but the soil is very hard and requires 
a lot of cultivating because of the post-Christian culture that permeates. 
One country is the poster child for this sad lack of spirituality: Czech 
Republic, where missionaries Larry and Tammy Wood work  alongside our 
ChangeMaker Milan Bulak. Almost 90% of Czechs aged 16-29 say they have 
no religion. Over 70% of the same age group say they never pray and only 
attend services on very special occasions. 

Pray for Czech Republic.
Missions in France (Sean and Kendall Pasley) is very similar, and the 

reality of living in a secular culture is evident everywhere they look. Because 
the church has existed on European soil for 2,000 years, we might assume 
all is well, but the exact opposite is true. The terms that fit France and much 
of Western Europe are post-Christian culture, post-Christian society, post-
Christian ethics, and post-Christian values. This is why our missionaries 
and ChangeMakers are so important to spread the gospel. 

Pray for France.
Portugal’s percentages are not as bad as France’s or Czech Republic’s, 

but in talking with ChangeMaker Marco Gaspar and other pastors, it is a 
difficult field where most men feel that going to church is not manly and is 
for women and children only. The churches there are small but determined 
to remain faithful to sound doctrine and to their calling no matter how 
difficult it might become. We recently held a leaders’ retreat in Portugal 
focused on encouragement, and God moved mightily. 

Pray for Portugal.
God is moving in both Western and Eastern European countries through 

the efforts of Larry and Tammy Wood and our ChangeMakers. Please pray 
for the people there. We hear reports that even though there are severe 
hardships, they remain resolved and encouraged that the Lord will be with 
them no matter what happens. We talk about persecution here, but in our 
much easier lives we really do not understand nor can we relate to the 
hardships of those living in a war zone. 

Pray for Ukraine.
Portugal, France, Czech Republic, Ukraine, and Romania comprise my 

region. Romania has a very dear place in my heart, after having lived there 
in 2000 and 2001. With the exception of the COVID year, we have been 
making trips there since 1997. Our ChangeMakers are Dani Bagosi and 
Bogdan Bilav. We have American missionaries, Bryan and Pam Risner 
and Cristian and Vanessa Martinez (He grew up in Mexico and she is 

Romanian).  We also have two single ladies working in-country: Candra 
Barnett with the Risners and Sara Filimon (Vanessa Martinez’s sister) 
working with the Martinezes. 

Romania’s population is decreasing. A country of 22 million not too long 
ago, it has decreased to 18 million. In a 98% Orthodox nation the Romanian 
Baptist Union recently reported that in the last ten years the number 
of Baptists has decreased from 120,000 members to 90,000. Obviously, 
Baptists are losing ground in their ability to effectively reach Romania with 
the gospel. Western Europe is challenged with secularism while Eastern 
Europeans (Ukraine and Romania) believe they do not need the gospel 
because they are “Christian” nations. However,  their religion is works-
based, very ritualistic, and ceremonial. 

Pray for Romania.
Yes, the fields are white unto harvest, but they are difficult because people 

believe, from different perspectives, that they are okay and do not need to 
change. Pray for our workers there that God will raise up laborers (Luke 
10:2), provide their needs (Phil. 4:19), open doors of opportunity (Col. 4:3), 
and produce fruit that will remain (John 15). Please commit to praying for  
them and their families that they will remain encouraged and focused on 
the task God has called them to and placed before them. 

Pray for Europe!  

BY: Larry Barker
BMA Missions
bmamissions.org

CO:MISSIONED in Europe–Harvesting 
the White but Difficult Fields
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2023 holds much promise for the ministry Lifeword. Poised to make more 
global impact through the proclamation of God’s Word and the making of 
disciples than in any time in Lifeword’s history, we are setting ambitious 
ministry goals for the coming year. 

These are not academic goals; they are a track on which to run. Our goal 
is not that Lifeword or the BMA of America can be made famous, but that 
the name of Jesus might be made known to the world. With those thoughts 
in mind we offer the following ministry targets for 2023.

Broadcasting
In 2023 Lifeword will seek to increase the number of languages in which 

we broadcast to 160. Currently, Lifeword offers a gospel presentation in 
145 languages around the world. In the past we have measured our success 
by counting the number of countries impacted by our programming. 
However, with the advent of internet broadcasting, that matrix is no longer 
useful. Modern travel and world-wide immigration have allowed countries 
around the world to become much more diverse in languages spoken by 
their population. We will broaden our outreach through digital technology 
and through traditional radio where needed. Our goal will be to speak in 
the heart language of people around the world through whatever broadcast 
medium best suits that culture. The addition of 15 new languages will not 
only increase the number of languages in which we share the gospel, but it 
will exponentially increase the number of people who can hear and spread 
the gospel.

 Programming
Creating new programming that taps into the interest and draws those 

who do not know God or are far away from God will be one of Lifeword’s 
top goals for 2023. We will use our expanded television production studios 
to produce more internet shows to speak the heart language of the viewer. 
We will use our new podcasting studios to produce new and exciting 
podcast formats. The goal for every Lifeword production is to take the 
viewer or listener to the cross of Christ. Using media to cast a wide net 
through interesting and experiential programming will allow us to speak 
into different cultures and share with them the Good News of Jesus. 

Discipleship
Lifeword will use 2023 to refine and test our new discipleship portal called 

“Follow.” This exciting project invites and equips those who engage with 
Lifeword programming to become fully-devoted followers of Christ and 
to connect with a local church. We will also refine our digital discipleship 
process so BMA church members can use “Follow” as a personal 
discipleship tool. 

Print
Lifeword will continue to expand our efforts to introduce and challenge 

readers through blog content. We will seek out gifted writers who are 
faithful to God’s Word and compelling in their writing style. Our goal will 
continue to be to use digital media to ask pertinent life questions and offer 
answers through the truth of God’s Word. 

Financial
The best estimates from missiologists are that nearly 3 billion people on 

earth have never heard the Good News of Jesus Christ. This gives you and 
us and the ministry of Lifeword a daunting, but exciting task.  We will need 
to increase our financial base to meet this global challenge, but may we 
never forget: God will fund His ministry. 

Lifeword sits in a strategic location at this pivotal point in history to tell 
the world the story of Jesus. What a joy to take part in this work! Thank you 
for joining us. 

A Digital Impact: Proclaiming God’s Word and Making Disciples
BY: Donny Parrish
Lifeword
lifeword.org
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Heith Mitchell is the director of BMA of Texas Missions. 
Contact him at P.O. Box 73, Waxahachie, Texas 75168, 
972-923-0757 or hmitchell@bmatexas.org. For more 
information, visit www.bmatexasmissions.org.

CHRIS MINDI—
ANCHOR AUSTIN  
CHRISZION@OUTLOOK.COM

Looking forward into 
2023, God gave a word for 
us this year at Anchor Austin, 
‘invest’. Investing as leader in 
our people’s lives, taking time 
to ruthlessly slow down from 
daily hustle and spend more 
time with God to hear from 
Him, training our people to 
do the same.

It is really important for us to realize every step of the 
way in our everyday lifestyle, we have got into the habit 
of getting things done quickly, if something is done early, 
start something else. But the principle of slowing down and 
getting before God is a skill to be developed, which is very 
rare and if we think, is essential for our spiritual well-being. 
to listen to our Father in heaven and hear Him respond.

Prayer Needs:
Pray continually for this new year and season where we 

as leaders go forward with a challenge asking our people 
to step up in their commitment of ‘invest’ through Anchor 
Austin with time talents and treasure. Specifically investing 
in making disciples actively and adopting this lifestyle. Pray 
for us as leaders to have the boldness and spiritual courage 
to put this in front of the believers God gave us. Pray for our 
people to see this opportunity as a step towards maturity of 
being a believer and seeking God’s guidance how they can 
invest through Anchor Austin.

BRAD HOLCOMB—
REDEMPTION BAPTIST IN FT. WORTH  

We have been dwelling 
on the word, “patient” as a 
leadership team. Very few 
decisions need to happen right 
now… if that is demanded, 
o u t s i d e  o f  e x t e n u a t i n g 
circumstances, usually for us 
the answer is “no.”

Prayer Needs:
Please pray for wisdom. Thank you! 

▲ Chris Mindi

▲ Brad Holcomb

BMA Texas Missions cont.

By LARRY BARKER

Larry Barker is the pastor of Cornerstone, Jacksonville. 
He also serves as the operations director for North 
American Missions. For more information or to 
contact him, visit www.bmamissions.org.

Removing Barriers and Obstructions
Mobilizing the church requires removing barriers in the way of 

advancement. This will require, with great care, confronting and even 
removing toxic people. Dealing with difficult people automatically 
comes with church leadership and it should not surprise you. 

Conflict is inevitable. Take a look at the people who the apostle 
Paul confronted, called out and corrected. Paul faced opposition 
from church members that hurt him deeply and forced him to defend 
himself. All churches have conflict and you must be prepared to 
address it correctly. 

After 40 plus years of full-time ministry, it is easy to remember 
names and faces of people who were very difficult to pastor. In full 
disclosure, I am fully aware that there were times I was part of the 
problem because I did not handle conflict resolution well. Sometimes 
I was just too thin skinned and other times too hard-headed. Conflict 
resolution is exhausting because it takes a lot of time and emotional 
energy. However, you cannot afford to look the other way and 
jeopardize your church’s health and stability. You must fulfill your 
duty as a shepherd of God’s flock by addressing conflicts (Acts 
20:28-29). 

Sometimes there is nothing you can do to resolve the problem. 
You will never be able to make everyone happy nor should you 
try. Romans 12:18 says, “If it be possible, as much as lieth in you, 
live peaceably with all men.” Even if it cannot be resolved our 
goal should always be that when we can look in the mirror we can 
honestly say, “I did my best by the grace of God to resolve it.” How 
well you deal with conflict and difficult people will have a major 
effect on the health and growth of your church. Do not ignore the 
conflict and before you give up in any situation, do the right things 
to resolve it. 

Conflict is not sinful, but it can easily become sinful. Recently 
on a podcast Sam Rainer said this, “Your church members will not 
always agree with you. Just because someone disagrees with you or 
has a different opinion, that does not mean they are toxic.” Our DCPI 
training states, “Expect, and welcome, differences of opinion. 

Conflict does not present trouble in itself. Often, conflict can 
bring creative solutions to problems. Trouble comes when people 
act sinfully in their conflicts.” There is a huge difference between 
constructive criticism and someone with a critical heart. You must do 
what is right and handle it the right way. 

You will not always be able to avoid conflict and be prepared to 
handle it in a biblical manner. In Galatians 2:11 we have an example 
of Paul, confronting another leader, “But when Peter was come to 
Antioch, I withstood him to the face, because he was to be blamed.” 

Usually, the best approach is the direct approach because all too 
often we think it will work itself out if given enough time. More 
often than not it gets worse if left to itself. You will struggle with 
confronting conflict if you are a people pleaser who desires to be 
liked but you must love them enough to speak the truth in love.

Your first step in confronting toxic difficult people is prayer. 
You should pray for them and about them. God is still able to do 
exceedingly and abundantly above all we ask or think. Maybe this is 
the perfect time for God to deal with their hearts and for a miraculous 
transformation to occur. Pray for God to give you the right heart to 

minister to them the best you can. Pray for them to receive the rebuke 
as a divine moment for spiritual growth and biblical resolution to 
occur. Pray that God would give you the right things to say and the 
right time to say them. Prayer enables you to stay in tune with the 
Holy Spirit.

At the end of 1 Thessalonians 5, Paul challenges the church to do 
three things. In verse 25 he says, “Pray for us.” All churches should 
pray for their leaders and the leaders should be praying for those they 
lead. Pray for wisdom, discernment, endurance and unity. In verse 26 
he says, “Greet with a holy kiss.” We are told multiple times in the 
scriptures to love one another. How we treat others shows what our 
relationship is really like with Christ. Our love should be shown but 
it should not be showy. If we love Him like we should then we love 
others as we should. The two go hand in hand. 

In verse 27 Paul tells them to read the letter he wrote to one 
another out loud. He gives a command, “I charge you”, to submit 
to the Word of God and to bind it as an oath. If I love you, I 
will confront you with the truth about unhealthy behavior that is 
detrimental to you and damaging to the body of Christ. If I love you, 
I want you to be able to approach me and talk with me about your 
concerns and challenges in following my leadership. Sam Rainer also 
said, “Usually a toxic person does not care or they do not realize that 
they are toxic.” He stated that he has never met a toxic person who 
was truly aware of their toxicity. 

Could it be that they are partially unaware because we have 
never had the courage to confront them? You must confront the toxic 
individual with a specific plan for them to correct their unacceptable 
behavior. Proverbs 6 reminds us that “he that sows discord among 
the brethren” is an abomination. We must pray that we are never 
guilty of loveless truth where we handle conflict only from the pulpit 
or in a public setting. We must also not be guilty of truthless love 
where we are unwilling to confront any toxicity that is evident in the 
body of Christ. More to come on this topic! 
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By SIDNEY VINES
BMAA Relationship Manager

2023 World Missions Day on February 26
CO:MISSIONED—A shared mission—A shared responsibility

God’s mission to make disciples in every nation, tribe 
and tongue has united BMA churches for over 70 years. We 
believe this mission was given to local churches and that 
those local churches are both the source and goal of God’s 
mission. 

Together we partner to send missionaries that make 
disciples and train leaders to plant churches among their 
own people. Your ongoing support of BMA Global Missions 
allows us to partner with over 500 missionaries in 60 
countries around the world. 

Last year, you collectively gave $500,000. The goal 
for 2023 is $600,000! I encourage you to challenge your 
congregations to prayerfully give big and give sacrificially. 

Register to participate in World Missions Day and find 
promotional resources at bmamissions.org/worldmissionsday. 
In addition to a link for ordering World Missions Day T-shirts, 
you will find downloadable prayer cards and graphics.

If you’d like someone to speak at your church during 
World Missions Day season, contact Sidney Vines at 
sidney@bmaam.com.

The 2023 BMA National Meeting (April 25-27 in 
Conway, Arkansas) will offer several exciting schedule 
changes for those who attend. One of those “firsts” is 
the chance to visit and share a meal with our American 
missionary personnel from around the world. 

On Wednesday night, April 26, the meeting location 
will shift from Antioch Baptist Church in Conway to 
the Conway Expo Center located on Highway 64, east 
of Conway. This “Dinner on the Grounds” missions 
celebration includes a catfish/chicken dinner, night of 
worship, and an inspiring message by BMA Missionary 
Buddy Johnson. What an opportunity to meet, celebrate 
and find out more about your missionaries! 

This Wednesday evening event will be a special time 
for the association to come together and celebrate our 
missionary God and encourage our missionaries. At 
the conclusion of the national meeting our missionary 
families will depart for a conference sponsored by 
Missionary Care.

The cost for the dinner is $25/person for food and 
event setup. Registration and payment are required 
for  “Dinner  on the Grounds” at  bmaamerica.org/
nationalmeeting. Make plans now to be a part of this 
exciting evening of worship and fellowship!

By HOLLY MERIWEATHER
BMA Global Missions Center

2023 National 
Meeting features 
Missions Dinner

Liberty Baptist Missionary Association held a rally for 
Baptist Missionary Association Theological Seminary at 
Coffeeville, Ore City Dec. 15, 2022.  Pastor Jack Hoffpauir 
welcomed the 14 churches and their messengers represented 
at the meeting.

Liberty moderator Billy Byrd presided over the business 
session. Bro. John Stone of Old Tyme, White Oak was 
recognized as a new pastor in Liberty association. New 
minute books for church year 2021-22 were distributed to the 
churches.

Moderator Byrd introduced Dr. Charley Holmes, president 
of BMA Seminary in Jacksonville, who brought devotional 
thoughts from Matthew 9:35-38 and encouraged the audience 
to “pray for the Lord of the harvest to send forth laborers to 
the fields white unto harvest.”

President Holmes introduced a current seminary student, 
Cameron Loe, who shared a stirring testimony of his 
conversion and call to the ministry. He moved from southwest 
Arkansas to Jacksonville to attend seminary. He is also 
employed as a dialysis nurse.

Pastor John Gradberg of Go Forth, Kilgore extended 
a hand of appreciation on behalf of the association to the 
brethren for their words and work at the seminary. A generous 
offering for the seminary was received from the churches. A 
delicious buffet meal was provided by the host church after 
the service.

The next meeting of Liberty Association will be at 
Concord, Gilmer, at 7 p.m. Jan. 12, 2023. This will be a rally 
for Baptist Progress. Baptist Progress editor Bro. Jerry Fulton 
is the scheduled speaker.

By CHARLES JOHNSON
Pastor of Rosewood, Gilmer

Liberty Association hosts BMA Seminary Rally
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By TONY CLEAVER, D.Min.

Juxtaposition Again

Juxtaposition is the act of placing two objects side by side. 
In the case of this article, it has to do with two advertisements 
placed side by side on one billboard. This duo of billboard 
advertisements is on the highway I travel when I go to our 
town. I saw the dueling messages yesterday morning. I 
almost stopped but rather quickly took the next turn-around 
to get back to take another look.

One side of the billboard reads: “Got a dog that needs 
training?” It is in very large letters with a nice picture of an 
obedient hound at the feet of his master. The other part of 
the sign right next to it reads “Trust Jesus.” It is in large red 
letters with some Scripture verse mentioned in small print at 
the bottom. So, glancing at the sign at highway speed (that is 
about 70 mph on this highway-most of the time it is more) the 
message reads: “if your dog needs training, trust Jesus.” That 
may be true in some cases with some dogs that only a miracle 

from the Lord will get this dog trained!
It seems our nation is in the juxtaposition business with 

Christian virtues and honor, reverence, and obedience due 
God placed alongside the world’s standards that emphasize 
promotion of self, accumulation of wealth, and self-
satisfaction. Even we as Christians place disparate things 
side by side in our lives. Seeing this mix of positioning at 
break-neck speed, the media, social perception, and opinion 
see only a blur. The message is confused. What do we as 
Christians really need to demonstrate in our lives? The truth 
of the matter is there is only one message when it comes to 
what the Lord of Armies requires of us. The prophet Micah 
(6.8) has that simple word: “Mankind, he has told each of 
you what is good and what it is the Lord requires of you: to 
act justly, to love faithfulness, and to walk humbly with your 
God.”

J u x t a p o s i t i o n  i n v o l v e s  t w o  t h i n g s  n o r m a l l y 
placed side by side. “For my people have committed 
a double evil: They have abandoned me, the fountain 
of living water, and dug cisterns for themselves— 
cracked cisterns that cannot hold water (Jeremiah 2.13).

Tony Cleaver is the director of distance learning 
and a professor of Biblical studies at Baptist 
Missionary Association Theological Seminary in 
Jacksonville, Texas. He is an author and writer 
of the popular newspaper column, Leave It to 
Cleaver. He may be contacted at tony.cleaver@bmats.edu.
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WMA District News

Sarah Low is the Texas Women’s Missionary 
Auxi l iary  (WMA)  edi tor.  Contact  her  at 
sarahbethlow@gmail.com. For more information 
about the Texas WMA, visit www.texaswma.com.

By SARAH LOW
Cherokee District WMA met at First, Maydelle Oct. 9, 

2022. President Cindy Allen called the meeting to order and 
asked all members to recite the WMA motto. Nancy Washburn, 
vice president, read the year’s scripture from John 12:26. Alicia 
Johnson opened the meeting with prayer, and Connie Sherman 
welcomed everyone. All were asked to sing with Janet Roach a 
song titled, “The Servant” with Norma Greenlee at the piano. 
Karan Bingham passed the offering plates among the attendees. 

To begin the program, Janet Roach sang, “The Longer I 
Serve Him,” then Alicia Johnson introduced the guest speaker, 
Rose. Rose is a missionary to Cambodia, who is originally from 
Vietnam. Her calling is to provide Christian education, nursing 
and vocational training for stateless children in Cambodia who 
are living along the Mekong River. Statelessness is the term used 
to describe children with no birth registration, no education, 
no hope or future and who are not considered citizens of any 
country. 

Rose gave her testimony of the time in her life when she was 
hopeless and suicidal. She even got to the point of throwing 
herself into a lake only to have her sweater catch on a tree 
branch. She was drawn to a small Baptist church near the lake 
where she encountered a lady who took her inside. Inside the 
church, Rose stood in front of a wooden cross, and, crying out, 
asked Jesus to give her a reason to live. 

Through the ministry of the church, discipling and Bible 
study, Rose found that reason. After salvation, baptism and 
being open to God’s direction, she met some missionaries to 

Cambodia who told her of the stateless people of the Mekong 
River. Rose found her focus for life. 

She was awarded a four-year scholarship to the BMA 
Bible College in the Philippines. After graduating, she came 
to the Baptist Missionary Association Theological Seminary in 
Jacksonville for further education. She acquired her Master’s 
degree, then entered the doctor of education program at Dallas 
Baptist University; she will graduate in 2023. 

After graduation, Rose will return to Cambodia to implement 
her project, “Hope to the Future,” for the people of statelessness. 
She plans to teach the children to read, write, and skills to be 
able to make a living and earn money. Most importantly, to teach 
them about God and be able to give back for what God has done 
for her. The Cherokee District WMA presented her a card of 
appreciation after Glenda Haynes prayed for her. 

We approved our project goal for 2022-2023 of $2,000, 
which will be divided equally between Baptist Missionary 
Association Theological Seminary and Jacksonville College. 

There were 17 members and three visitors in attendance. The 
next district WMA meeting will be at Afton, Jacksonville Jan. 
10, 2023. Their WMA will provide a meal at 6 p.m. followed 
with the meeting at 7 p.m.  

Liberty District WMA met at Latch, Gilmer Jan. 7, 
2023. President Teresa Gipson opened the meeting and read 
1 Chronicles 16:23-25. Jane Jones welcomed the ladies to the 
church and the business of the district was conducted. 

Johnnie Ross introduced the theme for the meeting, “Finding 

True North for My Personal Mission Field.” God has a calling 
for each of us, and it is different for everyone. God can use our 
talents when we are in submission to Him. 

Johnnie spoke about God’s calling to teach at Jacksonville 
College and how her educational journey followed that path as 
to be happy, you’d better say ‘yes’.”

Mary Miles spoke about her calling to raise project money 
through a craft sale, which has been very successful at her 
church, and how her background prepared her for this mission. 
She reminded the ladies of the group that “whatever your 
mission is, never leave the Lord out of it.”

Angie Levendusky spoke about fulfilling the Great 
Commission in her own home by discipling her son through 
home schooling and modeling Christ-like behaviors. She 
referenced Psalm 127, which compares children to arrows. 
Arrows are prepared to hit the mark after they leave our 
possession, so we need to use the opportunities we have in the 
home to prepare them well. 

▲ The WMA of Rosewood Baptist Church celebrate at their 
Christmas party.

▲ The women of LakeRidge Baptist Church went to Grace Campus, a local homeless shelter, and sang carols to the residents. 
They also passed out goodie bags and handmade Christmas ornaments. The congregation was invited to join them.
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2023 BMA OF AMERICA ANNUAL MEETING
DATE: April 25-27, 2023
PLACE: Antioch Baptist Church, Conway, Arkansas
HEADQUARTERS HOTEL: To be decided

2023 SOAR
DATE: July 3-5, 2023
PLACE: Gaylord Texan, Grapevine, Texas

2023 BMA OF TEXAS ANNUAL MEETING
DATE: Nov. 6-7, 2022
PLACE: Crossroads Church, Rowlett, Texas

AVAILABLE MINISTRY POSITIONS
YOUTH PASTOR/MINISTER—New Harmony, Tyler is seeking a 
fulltime youth director/minister. Send resume to the church at 10251 
FM 724, Tyler, Texas 75704 or to Russ Jackson at rgjackson63@
yahoo.com. TFN

YOUTH/STUDENT MINISTRY—Afton Grove, Jacksonville is seeking 
a biblically qualified candidate. This is a bivocational position. We 
are looking for a minister with a heart for God, a heart for students 
and who is ready to plunge into the work. The candidate will love 
the Lord and love and lead our students in a growing relationship 
with Jesus. Please send your resume to Eddie Richardson at
fasteddie999elr@gmail.com. TFN

AVAILABLE MINISTER
STEPHEN WILLIS is available to serve as a bivocational pastor. He 
is a member of Salem Missionary, Huntington. Contact him at 432-
270-5070. 6/23

JO BALLOU
Vera Jo Ballou, 88, of Abilene, TX passed 
away Dec. 24, 2022. A graveside service 
was held at Brad Cemetery in Brad Dec. 
28, 2022. Jo was born in Brad Oct. 26, 
1934. She married the love of her life 
Lawrence Allen Ballou in Mineral Wells on 
Dec. 2, 1950 and had almost 72 years of 
life together. She now joins her beloved after his passing Dec. 1, 
2022. Their main passion was serving the Lord. Mrs. Ballou worked 
for over 20 years for the state of Texas until her retirement. She also 
assisted Lawrence in serving in Baptist churches in El Paso, Cedar 
Hill, Abilene, and Aspermont. Jo adored her family, whom she dearly 
loved. She was a member of Central Baptist Church in Aspermont.

BENNIE LOUIS FRYE HENRY
Funeral services for Bennie Louis Frye 
Henry, 87, of Sulphur Springs, will be 
conducted at West Oaks Funeral Home 
Chapel Dec. 28, 2022. Interment followed 
on Dec. 28, 2022 at SpringHill Cemetery 
in Springhill, Louisiana.  She was born 
in Shongaloo, Louisiana in June 10, 1935 and married Dr. James 
“Jimmy” Henry in Jacksonville April 9, 1954.  Bennie was a church 
secretary for many years and she was a clerk for the Minister’s 
Benefit Department, but most of all she was a wife, mother, 
grandmother, great-grandmother and great-great grandmother. She 
is survived by her husband of 68 years, their children, grandchildren, 
great grandchildren and  great-great grandchildren.  

GERALD ORR
A funeral service for Gerald Orr, 83, was 
held at Autry Funeral Home in Jacksonville 
Dec. 22, 2022. He passed away Dec. 20, 
2022. Orr was born in Oklahoma City, 
Oklahoma May 25, 1939. He graduated 
from the University of Southern Mississippi 
and Oklahoma University. Orr was the head of the music department 
at Jacksonville College for over 49 years and served as music 
minister at various churches. He was a member of Cornerstone, 
Jacksonville. He is survived by his children and grandchildren.

JOHN STONE is the new pastor of Olde Tyme, Longview following 
the retirement of Jim Crump as pastor.

HEAVEN IS A FREE GIFT!
It is not earned or deserved. No amount of e ort or good works can earn 
a place for you in heaven. Why?
Because . . .

MAN IS A SINNER.
“For all have sinned . . .” (Rom. 3:23)Because of this, man cannot save 
himself.

GOD.
On the one hand, God is merciful and does not want to punish us. Yet 
God is just and must punish sin. God solved this problem for us in the 
Person of . . .

JESUS CHRIST.
He died on the cross to pay the penalty for our sins and rose from the 
grave to purchase a place for us in heaven—“the Lord has laid on Him 
(Jesus) the iniquity of us all” (Isa. 53:6).

THE GIFT IS RECEIVED BY FAITH.
Saving faith is trusting in Jesus Christ alone for eternal life. It means 
resting on Christ alone and what He has done, rather than what you or 
I have done to get us into heaven. “Believe on (or trust in) the Lord Jesus 
Christ and you will be saved” (Acts 16:31).

SO MAY WE ASK . . .
Have you received God’s free gift of eternal life?The Bible assures us in 
1 John 5:13 that we can know we have eternal life.
Do you know for sure that you are going to heaven when you die?The 
Bible says, “Whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved.” 
If you are willing to repent (turn away from your sin and to the Lord Jesus) you 
can receive the free gift of eternal life by simply praying:Lord Jesus, I know I am 
a sinner and do not deserve eternal life. But I believe You died and rose from 
the grave to purchase a place in heaven for me. Jesus, come into my life, take 
control of my life, forgive my sins, and save me. I am now placing my trust in 
You alone for my salvation, and I accept your free gift of eternal life.
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