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JACKSONVILLE COLLEGE WINS FIGHT
AGAINST EDUCATION DEPARTMENT

By JOHN DAVID SMITH, DMiss
BMA Global Missions President

Did you know that the vast majority of
church planting around the world is being
led by local leaders rather than American
missionaries? BMA Global currently partners
with over 400 individuals worldwide in this
mission. Astonishingly, fewer than 50 of these
partners are American missionaries. The rest
are ChangeMakers—men and women who were
often reached, discipled and trained by BMA
missionaries or fellow ChangeMakers. These
local leaders now continue the ministry in their
own countries, embodying the model of “go,
disciple, plant and repeat.”

This incredible global movement of faith
is made possible by the support of BMA’s
family of churches. Through generous giving,
particularly to the Jerry Kidd Missions Offering,
these churches enable BMA Global to partner
with and support missionaries, ChangeMakers
and church plants worldwide.

To strengthen this ongoing effort, BMA
Global is inviting churches to participate in
World Missions Day—an annual opportunity to
celebrate and support the transformative work
being done across the globe. Churches are
encouraged to:

* Pick a Sunday to celebrate World Missions

Day (February 23 is the official day).

* Register their church and order free
promotional materials.

e Set a giving goal to support global
missions.

* Dedicate part of their Sunday service to
pray for missionaries and take up a special
offering.

This year’s World Missions Day coincides
with BMA Global’s 75th anniversary, making
it an especially meaningful occasion. To
commemorate this milestone, the organization is
offering several exciting resources to churches:

* Free promotional materials, including

posters and bulletin inserts.

» Special 75th-anniversary edition of the
Gleaner magazine.

* A World Missions Day video, showcasing
how God is working around the world.

» A free BMA Global polo for every pastor.

* Specially designed T-shirts available for
purchase.

= Send Me: ChangeMakers

Churches can visit bmaglobal.org/
worldmissionsday to learn more, access resources,
and join this global celebration.

By participating in World Missions Day,
churches have a unique opportunity to amplify
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their impact, pray for missionaries and support the
movement of ChangeMakers who are transforming
lives and communities around the globe. Together,
we can continue to spread the Gospel and celebrate
75 years of faith-filled service.

WORLD MISSIONS DAY 2025
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MINISTRY «¢»* CONNECTION
W O R K S H O P S

Baptist Progress has scheduled Ministry Connection Workshops for 2025. Please see a list below, and register at
baptistprogress.org. See the Ministry Connection Workshop links on the home page.

FEBRUARY 25—MAKING CHURCH ESSENTIAL AGAIN CANCELED
Facilitator: Larry Barker, BMA of America director of church planting and church health
Where: BMA of Texas Building, 632 Farley Street, Waxahachie

Time: 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.

The role of the local church is to be the mobilizing home base. This empowers all disciples to discover their personal calling and
then deploy them to express the fullness of Jesus into every corner of culture and into every sphere of society. In the Making Church
Essential Again workshop, based on Ephesians 3:10, why and how the church is essential in its outreach, spiritual growth, ministries,
worship and leadership will be discussed.

MAY 6—EVERY MEMBER “IN” MINISTRY

Facilitator: Todd West, BMA of Texas Pastor Connections Coordinator
Where: BMA of Texas Building, 632 Farley Street, Waxahachie

Time: 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.

As ministry leaders, we focus on making disciples of Jesus Christ. Have you considered that discipleship doesn’t just happen
in the context of learning but also serving? We have all seen the radical change in the believer who “finds their lane” of service.
What if | told you that you could potentially double the number of people serving? How would this impact the effectiveness of the
church where God has placed you as a leader? The Every Member “In” Ministry workshop will give you practical, biblical ideas
implemented in your church, regardless of location. The workshop will also foster relationships with other ministry leaders facing
similar challenges and leave you feeling encouraged to join God on “mission” where you live.

JULY 8—INTERIM PASTOR TRAINING
Facilitator: Jerry Fulton, Baptist Progress Director/Editor
Where: BMA of Texas Building, 632 Farley Street, Waxahachie
Time: 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.
This workshop will answer for potential interim pastors the questions below:
«What is an interim pastor?
«What should be expected of the interim pastor?
«How does the interim pastor make things ready for the next pastor?
«How can the interim pastor connect the church to the Baptist Missionary Association of Texas?
«How much should the interim pastor be paid?
During the training, potential interim pastors will be provided with an assessment survey to use in the church they serve as well as
other helpful tools. Those who complete the training will be certified as an interim pastor for the BMA of Texas. All potential interim
pastors must have pastoral experience in order to attend the training.

SEPTEMBER 9—MD5 DISCIPLESHIP

Facilitator: Dr. Steve Crawley, BMA Financial Services Executive Director/MD5 Co-founder
Where: BMA of Texas Building, 632 Farley Street, Waxahachie

Time: 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.

The MD5 workshop will introduce a practical discipleship resource designed to encourage and enable men to identify and fulfill
God’s will for their lives. The three-phase process will involve a series of assessments to identify the “man | am today,” the writing
of a eulogy to prescribe the “man God would have me be,” and the development of a formal Life Plan with spiritual disciplines and
habits designed to bridge the gap between these two versions of one’s self.
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Your Church’s Mission Movement in Texas

A word from your Missions Office

By HEITH MITCHELL

The highlight of January in your BMA of Texas Missions
is our annual Intern Retreat. The Lord has faithfully made
this a very special and productive retreat for young interns
from our churches. This year was no exception. We
fellowshipped in Christ, sang, shared testimonies, prayed,
cooked, ate, and played together. All were encouraged and
equipped in leadership, perseverance, and personal walk with
Christ. Brad Holcomb and Morgan Standifer planned and led
the conference this year. Brad Holcomb, Brad Cauley, Kyle
Cheathum, Morgan Standifer, and I invested in the equipping.
Here are some photos.

Your Texas Missions is honored to do our part to equip
future leaders of the BMA. We are committed to investing in
12 young interns per year in partnership with BMA churches.
God is raising wonderful young people who will impact the
Kingdom through the BMA.

A word from your missionaries:

ISRAEL MARTINEZ—
REDEEMER IRVING
IMARTINEZ@REDEEMERIEVING.ORG

We see people growing in
faithfulness. Some hear God’s
Word and are struggling with
submitting to God’s Word
and seeing the connection
between the love of God and
the love of people. However,
overall there is a sense of
unity and desire to really love
each other as a church family!

Prayer Needs:

Pray for our finances specifically for some reserves to

A Israel Martinez

come in for cash flow management. Pray for no division
and unity and that new people will come and mesh with the
members!

HAITAO HE—
FREE SALVATION BIBLE MISSION—CORPUS CHRISTI
HAITAO.HE@BMATS.EDU

We have a member that
encounter a career crisis
recently, in the middle of
waiting and confusing time.
We support each other
through prayer meeting,
seeking God’s wisdom, and
helping each other understand
the deeper meaning behind A Haitao He
challenges like this. A career crisis and financial stress
can feel overwhelming, but walking through it with faith
and community can bring clarity and hope. We have some
updates with good news and we are praying without ceasing.

Prayer Needs:

Pray that we will get close to God and find comfort and
strength in facing life crisis.

ISAIAS MARTINEZ—
CONROE MISSION
ISAIASMJ1966@GMAIL.COM

The Mission is progressing [
normally for the Glory of
God. A new family joined
the church, and we received
a new member of the church.

Prayer Needs:

Pray for the progress of |
the work in this place. Pray
for our Hispanic brothers and A lsaias Martinez
sisters who are fearful to the constant anti-immigrant raids.

JOSE GIL—
PROYECTO MISIONERO “LIDIA”—SPRING
JOSEDARIO.GIL@GMAIL.COM

We are deepening
our fellowship time with
attendees in the two cells we
serve (Spring and Conroe).
Fear of deportation is in the
heart of a couple in the latter.
Nevertheless, they keep open
their house for evangelism
and discipleship. As they have
expressed a sort of resentment with the new government
regulations, I have counseled and asked to keep focused in
the faith on Jesus and not on political affairs, looking for
legal advice to do what they must do, and sharing a good
testimony for others.

A Jose Gil

Prayer Needs:
For my friends in Conroe who fear deportation, they are
looking for legal advise at this time.

JOSE TORRES—
IGLESIA NUEVA VIDE EN CRISTO—TYLER
JOSETORRES@GMAIL.COM

We’re happy to inform
the churches of the BMA of
Texas that our church plant
has had several visitors at our
worship services this month
most of them have been
through the relationships of
our people. We have also had
a great response adding more
members serving during our services. We are pleased to see
fruit coming from those we’ve all invested in. Thank you for
your continued support!

Prayer Needs:

Please help me pray for the people we are ministering to
so that they can continue to draw closer to the Lord.

A Jose Torres

JAIME GARCIA—
IGLESIA BAUTISTA NUEVA VIDA—GILMER
JAIME.GARCIA2911@GMAIL.COM

I am concerned about
young people and their
passions. It is very natural that
they have misunderstandings
and I would not want them to
be carnal but to bear things
spiritually. There is also a
couple who are about to
divorce and we have wanted
to give them talks or counseling using us as an example but
the woman is already firm in her decision. The brother directs
the order of service on Sundays and is faithfully involved in
the ministry, if we can count on anything we can count on
him, but after this situation his self-esteem has dropped. Pray
that they will not divorce and that he will not be discouraged.

Prayer Request:

Thank you for including me in your prayers and I ask you
to help me with prayer for my family and for the families
of the church who have some fear because of immigration
raids, we have had to encourage them with the Word of God
to remain firm and increase their faith even in difficult times.

A Jaime Garcia

BMA TX MISSIONS continued on p. 10
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An Expression of Everlasting Love

Many of our friends choose to honor or remember a
family member, a friend, or an associate with a gift for
the children of the Baptist Home. Texas Baptist Home for
Children, in turn, notifies the appropriate person. Listed
in capital letters are those honored or remembered from
Jan. 1-31, 2025.

ENDOWMENTS
E. ANN PACE: Karl Pace

MYRA STOKES: Bill Stokes

HONORARIUMS

CHARLES & CHARLOTTE JOHNSON: Elizabeth Stokes
DAMEN DAVIS: Sue Efurd

DARRYL LOW: Leon Ross

FRED SPRINGER: Leon Ross

JAMES & MARY SMITH: Gregory N Smith

JEAN SUSANNE ESHELMAN: Teri Luke

JOHN DENSON: Leon Ross

JOSHUA ROSS: Leon Ross

SARAH LOW: Leon Ross

MEMORIALS

BUDDY & LULU HAZELL: Cheryl Briscoe
CECIL DOWNEY: Carlie Downey

DONALD CHARLES HARTLEY: Dickey Hartley

KARL MILLICAN: Donna Lucas; Gayla Streck; Mona
Garrison; Vickie Chambers; Jennifer & Jack Davis; Sandra
& Rickey Steen; James Davis; Judy Millican; Lou Ann
Witter; Robert L Mullin

LARRY ANGLIN: Karen Anglin

LOVITA OUIMET: James Ouimet

M.T. PORIER: Sue Efurd

MARIE BIRMINGHAM: Jeannette Morris
OPAL H.: Ann Rose

PAULINE SHIRLEY: Charles Sebring

RAY NELL CORVILLE: Worker's Sunday School Class,
Jacksonville

TED & FRIEDA STANLEY: Neva McLaughlin

VICKI EFURD: Sue Efurd

TBHG

FOSTER CARE & ADOPTION

TBHC begins year strong

By JASON CURRY

How quickly the first month of the year has come to
an end! Let me share that January has been a month of
significant moments for TBHC. We have our new officers
for the organization, and I am excited about the impact our
trustees will have.

The chairman of our board is Ricky Thompson. He is
married to Candy, who is the daughter of the late Duane
and Charlotte Turner, who continue to mean so much to our
ministry. I am optimistic about the year to come being a
strong year. If you ever have questions, please do not hesitate
to reach out to Ricky about our board and how things are
progressing. As always, reach out to me as well. We want
all of you to be engaged and aware of how the ministry is
progressing.

Pray for our board of trustees. Each of these dedicated
individuals brings a wealth of experience and a heart for our
mission. Whatever God has in store for TBHC, I believe He
will use our board to do it.

We are overjoyed to announce that we have placed our
first children in one of our East Texas offices. This marks a
significant step in our vision to care for children in new areas
of the state. We ask for your prayers for the new family and
the children in their care as they embark on this new chapter
together.

Lastly, I want to say how overwhelmed we are by the
generosity of our supporters. Galatians 6:9 states: "And let us
not grow weary while doing good, for in due season we shall
reap if we do not lose heart." (NKJV)

In December, we received wonderful contributions that
have helped us start this year strong. Your overwhelming
support has not gone unnoticed. That month alone helped us
reach 13 percent of our donation needs for the year.

Jason Curty Is the president of the Texas Baptist | 48 ‘
Home for Children. Contact him at 629 Farley St,
Waxahachie, Texas 75165, 972-937-1321 or jcurry@

tbhc.org. For more information, visit www.tbhc.org.
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2024 United Thanksgiving Offering

By JERRY FULTON
Baptist Progress Director/Editor

Each November, churches of the Baptist Missionary Association of Texas receive the United Thanksgiving Offering which
benefits BMA Texas Missions, Baptist Missionary Loan Association, Baptist Progress, Jacksonville College and TBHC. While
all donations are greatly appreciated, the goal of $125,000 was not met, as only $65,298.74 was received for the 2024 United
Thanksgiving Offering.

Because there are nearly 400 churches in the BMA of Texas, the goal of $125,000 is not an unrealistic goal. If only 83
churches had given $1,500 each, the goal would have been surpassed. Or, if 391 churches had given $320 each, the goal would
have been surpassed.

This editor urges churches to set high goals, promote and participate in the 2025 United Thanksgiving Offering later this
year. The offering is vital to some BMA of Texas ministries to meet their budgets. Thank those churches who participated in
the special offering, and to those who contribute monthly to BMA of Texas departments. You help to further the Kingdom of
God.

The following churches gave to the 2024 United Thanksgiving Offering:

NAME AMOUNT NAME AMOUNT

Antioch, Gilmer 795.00 First, Glenn Heights 295.00
Bauman Road, Houston 190.00 First, New Summerfield 212.00
Beacon Hill, Waco 1,000.00 First, Rice 1,000.00
Beard, Bryon 60.00 Forest Hill, Amarillo 750.00
Bethel, Orange 1M.00 Forest Hill, Quitman 1,608.00
Buena Vista, Tenaha 50.00 Friendship, Jacksonville 513.50
Calvary, Fairfield 741.00 Friendship, Mesquite 710.00
Calvary, Fairfield 759.00 Glade Creek, Gilmer 1,500.00
Calvary, Mineola 100.00 Grace Church Jarrell, Salado 2,000.00
Calvary, Trinidad 125.00 Greenpond, Como 1,000.00
Central, Aspermont 1,800.00 Harmony ODell, Huntington 1,500.00
Central, Bronte 100.00 Holly Grove, Livingston 1,500.00
Central, Mineola 100.00 JENNIFER JONES 75.00
China Grove, Eustace 180.00 Leggett, Leggett 350.00
East Foothills, Lindale 1,500.00 Liberty, Henderson 500.00
Ebenezer Friendship, Pittsburg 250.00 Macedonia, Etoile 400.00
Ebenezer Friendship, Pittsburg 185.00 Macune, San Augustine 5,130.00
Ebenezer, Huntsville 342.00 Magnolia Springs, Magnolia Springs 500.00
Ebenezer, Huntsville 458.00 Mahl, Nacogdoches 685.00
Eighth Avenue, Teague 405.00 Mahl, Nacogdoches 100.00
Enon, Gilmer 1,500.00 Mt. Calvary, Carthage 1,500.00
Fifth Street, Levelland 135.00 Mt. Pisgah, Mineola 4,622.00
First Missionary, Cleburne 500.00 Mt. Selman, Bullard 460.00
First Missionary, Terrell 535.00 Myrtle Springs, Quitman 570.00

NAME

New Beginnings, Ferris
New Harmony, Tyler
New Hope, Mineola
New Hope, New Waverly
New Salem, Centerville
Northside, Conroe

Oak Hill, Gilmer

Pathway Baptist Church
Pathway Baptist Church
Pecan, Robert Lee
Pilgrims Rest, Emory
Red Springs, Tyler
Rosewood, Gilmer
Round Prairie, Fairfield
Sand Flat, Grand Saline
Sardis, Henderson
Shady Grove, Purdon
Sheridan Terrace, Palestine
Smith County Assn
South Park, Ft. Worth
Walnut Street, Winnsboro

Weeks Chapel, Jasper

TOTAL

AMOUNT
445.00
1,705.00
1,500.00
390.00

1,500.00
4,084.00
1,000.00
1,259.74
1,000.00
1,589.00
500.00
102.50
3,500.00
1,500.00
710.00
182.00
250.00
85.00
1,000.00
250.00
1,8620.00
1,525.00

$65,298.74
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The Master’s Builders enjoy annual retreat at Daniel Springs Camp

By NELDA MALONE
The Master’s Builders Reporter

The Master’s Builders met for our annual retreat at Daniel
Springs Camp in Gary Jan. 28-31. We always enjoy this time
of fellowship, food, fun and relaxation. It is a great time to
catch up and visit with each other. We had 34 at the retreat
this year and really missed those who were unable to attend.
Most of us stayed in the Daniel Dorm and used the kitchen
and other areas for our time there. Two couples brought
their recreational vehicles and were able to connect to the
outlets, which the Master’s Builders put in at the end of the
building during a previous project at the camp. Thank you to
Jason Prewitt, camp director, for our accommodations.

On Wednesday night, our dear friend Randy Decker, came
over from Canton and led us in a time of singing before Bro.
Charles Bobo led Bible Study. On Thursday afternoon, we
had our annual business meeting where we learned of the
upcoming jobs for the year. While we have a full schedule
for 2025, it may be adjusted as we progress through the year.
Changes will be posted on our Facebook page. The jobs
scheduled, as of now, are the following:

* March 3-14: Stoneridge Baptist Camp, Smithville,

Arkansas

* March 31-April 11: Camp Garwood, Van Buren,
Missouri

« April 28-May 9: Go Forth Baptist Church, Kilgore,
Texas

* May 28-June 13: Round Prairie Baptist Church,
Fairfield, Texas
* September 8-19: Daniel Springs Camp, Gary, Texas
* October 6-17: Beckham Baptist Church, Sulphur
Springs, Texas
If you are in the area or near any of these jobs, please
come by and visit. We would love to meet you! The Master’s
Builders completed Job #191 this past September at Ramsey

&
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Heights, South Batesville, AR, and by 2026 we should be
very close to job #200, if the Lord allows.

Thursday evening, we were privileged to have a guest
speaker come and share his ministry with us. Missionary
Maylon Foshee from Agape for Haiti, spoke about his work
with the children in Haiti. Please pray for this ministry
and connect with him online on Instagram or Facebook, @
maylonfoshee, if you are interested in learning more about
this ministry.

Thank you to all of you who pray for us and for the camp
here at Daniel Springs. Pray for Jason as he strives to serve
the Lord here. I was saved because of the ministry of this
church camp, so it has a special place in my heart.

The Master’s Builders biggest prayer need is for workers.
We are losing our men, who have been so faithful to come
and work, because of age and health concerns. Our average
age of active workers is 79. There is a great need for this
ministry work and our prayer is that God will call men and
women to come alongside us and help.

If you have questions about the Master’s Builders ministry,
or if your church has building needs, please contact
Mike Green at 972-935-3877, David Axe at 903-918-0702 or
Eddie Sikes at 479-462-1675.

Follow us on Facebook and see where we are and what
we’re doing- “Like us” at “The Master’s Builders” (arbor
logo).

What about Accreditation?

By PHILIP ATTEBERY, PhD, DMin
BMA Seminary President

Not long after realizing that I needed to gain a seminary
education, I began to consider which school to attend. Since
my home church affiliated with the Baptist Missionary
Association, the BMA Seminary seemed like an obvious
choice. So, I leaned heavily toward attending the BMA
Seminary. However, before making the final commitment, I
wanted to know the answer to one more question, “Is BMA
Seminary accredited?” I felt like an accredited school would
help ensure that I received a quality education that would be
accepted by those who knew the difference between a genuine
degree and a degree in name only.

I called the BMA Seminary and spoke with the school’s
chief academic officer, Dr. Wilbur Benningfield. During the
conversation, Dr. Benningfield affirmed that BMA Seminary
was indeed accredited by the Southern Association of
Colleges and Schools (now called the Southern Association of
Colleges and Schools Commission on Colleges).

Although that set my mind at ease, I honestly did not
know what it meant. After serving nearly 25 years as BMA
Seminary’s chief academic officer, I learned that not all

accreditors are “recognized” accreditors. Many accrediting
entities exist but not all are recognized. Perhaps the easiest
way to determine if an accrediting agency is recognized is
to consult the Council for Higher Education Accreditation’s
website (www.chea.org). Recognized accreditors will appear
in the Directory of Recognized Accrediting Organizations.
These include BMA Seminary’s accreditors: SACSCOC
and the Commission on Accrediting of the Association of
Theological Schools.

Is an accredited seminary education all that important?
It can be. Some employers, including churches, expect
those they hire to hold earned accredited degrees. Also,
most graduate and post-graduate degree programs require
accredited degrees as prerequisites to further study at their
schools. For example, an accredited master’s degree is usually
required as a prerequisite for admission into an accredited
doctoral program.

The purpose of accreditation is not for accreditors to tell
schools what they can or cannot teach. Instead, the primary
purposes are to ensure that a school provides a quality

BMA SEMINARY

Christ-centered since 1955

AL

education, handles finances with
integrity, and communicates
accurately with its constituents.
Having an accredited degree
tells others that you have earned
a degree that has met expected
standards of quality.

There is benefit from studying
God’s Word and work at any
level, if done correctly. BMA
Seminary offers certificates and
accredited associate, bachelors,
and master’s degrees. These
degrees are taught by highly
credentialed professors and focus
upon equipping individuals for Christ-centered service and
leadership roles in various church-related ministries. BMA
Seminary holds an unwavering commitment to the authority
of Scripture and teaches so as to nurture the historical and
doctrinal character of churches in the BMA of America.

A Dr. Philip Attebery
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New Hope, Jacksonville celebrates
157th Anniversary with historical marker
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JACKSONVILLE, Texas—New Hope, Jacksonville
celebrated its 157" Anniversary Aug. 4, 2024. For
several years, the church worked with the Cherokee
County Historical Commission and the Texas Historical
Commission to acquire a historical marker to honor the
history of the church, and finally has the privilege of
publishing the blessing of the acquisition of the marker.
Therefore, the church invites all former pastors and
members, fellow Christians and public officials to a
special time of honoring the history of the Lord’s blessings
on the congregation.

This year carries a very special blessing for the church
as The State of Texas Historical Commission has granted
a historical marker for the important part that New Hope
Baptist Church (founded as Gum Creek Baptist Church in
the Old City of Jacksonville) has played in the community.
The congregation expects to have the special dedication
unveiling March 2, 2025. Everyone is welcome to attend.

Last year, Pastor James Morris presented a history

of the church, from its founding in the Old City of
Jacksonville in August 1867, and its following years, in
a bound booklet. Several copies are still available. Any
pertinent historical photos or documents that would add
to the church’s special day would be appreciated. Please
contact the pastor as soon as possible with these items.

All former pastors are asked to participate in sharing
in the presentation and message. Former pastors of the
church include Hubert Ekstrum, C.D. Walker, Robert
Hornaday, Thom Layfield and Dennis Taylor.

Morris said, “We have a comparatively small church
with limited resources, but have a large heart for our Lord
and His people. I am sure that you share that spirit, and
would welcome the opportunity to share memories and the
Lord’s love with each other.”

Anyone who can attend should notify the pastor as soon
as possible at 903-721-1599. A luncheon will be provided
following the morning service in honor of all present and
former members, pastors and guests.

Send Me
2025 BMA of
America Meeting

By DONNY PARRISH

BMA of America Conference Director

The churches of the Baptist Missionary Association
of America will gather for their annual associational
meeting on the campus of Pathway, Waxahachie April
22-23, 2025. This will mark 75 years of BMA churches
cooperating to fulfill the Great Commission around the
world. The theme for the meeting is “Send Me!” In
addition to conducting the business of the association,
those attending will give thanks to our great God
and celebrate the work that He has done through His
churches for 75 years.

Highlights for the meeting will include an opening
celebration for 75 years of World Missions through
the work of BMA Global. BMA missionaries will be
featured during this service, former missionaries will
be recognized and prayer will be offered for future
missionaries. This promises to be a time of worship
that will be uplifting and God-honoring. Charles
Johnson, president of the BMA of America, will bring
the annual president’s message that same evening.

The 2025 National WMA Conference will be held
on the campus of Heritage, Waxahachie April 23.
Registration for this event begins at 8:30 a.m.

The Annual BMA Pastors Conference, sponsored by
Healthy Church Solutions, will begin at 9 a.m. in the
worship center of Pathway. The speaker for this event is
Dr. Wayne Whiteside, pastor of Crestview, Farmerville,
Louisiana. In addition, there will be breakout sessions
on various ministry topics following Dr. Whiteside.

BMA Global will honor two new Legacy Missionary
families at 3:30 p.m. April 23. This is always one of the
highlights of any BMA National Meeting. This service
will be held in the Pathway’s worship center.

Dr. Gary O’Neal, senior pastor of Oak Park, Little
Rock, Arkansas, was selected by the churches at the
2024 BMA of America Meeting to bring this year’s
annual message. The service will begin at 6:30 p.m.
April 23.

To register your church messengers for the 2025
BMA National Meeting, secure hotel accommodations
or a display table and to send your churches annual
funding for the meeting visit https://bmaamerica.org/
nationalmeeting/. The schedule for the meeting can also
be found on that page.

For other questions about the meeting call Conference
Director Donny Parrish at 972-571-0357.
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Jacksonville College’s fight against
the Education Department

By DAVID ERICKSON, Ph.D.

Two years ago, an investigator from the Education
Department arrived unannounced at Jacksonville College.
They had come to review the college’s use of Covid grants.
Someone, most likely a disgruntled former employee, had
alleged that the college had misspent Covid grants.

The investigation that followed assumed that the college
was guilty until proven innocent. Endless hours were
spent turning over financial records, being interviewed and
answering follow-up questions. Investigators seemed to come
on a whim. Nothing would be heard for weeks or months,
and then they would reappear demanding that reams of
information be turned over in just a few days.

By the end of 2023, the investigation seemed to be
winding down. We felt confident that we had answered
every question and refuted every allegation. Then in April
2024 a letter arrived. It was a bombshell. The Education
Department had determined that Jacksonville College had
misspent $993,000 in Covid grants and now must repay the
government that money.

The college was already in a challenging financial
situation and this seemed like a deathblow. At the very sober
trustee meeting held shortly afterwards, a decision was
made—we would fight. We knew we had spent the money
correctly, we just couldn’t convince the government. It felt
like David facing the Goliath of bureaucracy.

The college hired Jonathan Whitehead, an attorney

with extensive experience litigating on behalf of Christian
nonprofits. We filed an appeal and began negotiating with
the Education Department. It quickly became clear that the
college and the department understood the college’s financial
records in vastly different ways. After further negotiation
it was agreed to have a third-party auditor help break the
impasse.

Gollob Morgan Peddy, a firm with extensive experience
auditing colleges and universities, was hired to audit every
dime of the college’s Covid grant spending. They combed
through the financial records, verified the transactions and
questioned every part of the college’s Covid response. In the
end, they were able to prove what we already knew to be true,
not one cent of the government’s money had been misspent.

It took some more negotiating after the audit was
complete, but last month the Education Department finally
agreed to withdraw their finding and dismiss the case against
Jacksonville College.

One of the most significant threats the college has ever
faced is now over. It’s no small thing to go up against the
government and win. We thank God for bringing it to an end.
We also appreciate our supporters who have sustained us
through this time. Your prayers and words of encouragement
have bolstered us while facing challenges we couldn’t speak
about publicly. Now we look to the future of Jacksonville
College and the story God will write in the years to come.

Honoring the Andersons

By DAVID ERICKSON, Ph.D.

You are invited to honor Bro. Barnwell Anderson and Mrs.
Annabelle Anderson at Jacksonville College’s Homecoming
this year! The college’s dormitory on Kickapoo St is being
dedicated as the C. Barnwell and Annabelle Anderson Hall.
A dedication ceremony featuring Mrs. Anderson, former
President Edwin Crank, and others will be at 2:00 pm
on Saturday, March 1. The ceremony will be held on the
front lawn of the Anderson’s home (next to Curtis Carroll
Fieldhouse) so that Mrs. Anderson can join in the ceremony.

Barnwell Anderson taught history and government at
Jacksonville College from 1963 to 1998 and Annabelle
Anderson was Librarian at the college from 1959 to 1998.
They made a deep impression on generations of students and
are beloved by the JBC community. We are excited to honor
their legacy by naming a building after them as a permanent
landmark of the influence they had at Jacksonville College.

Annabelle Anderson

Librarian

Barnwell Anderson
History, Government

o~ JACKSONVILLE

PREVIEW DAY SCHEDULE

Visit jacksonvillecollege.edu/previewday/ to register.
FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 28

9:30 AM: Registration and Welcome

9:45 AM: President’s Introduction

10:00 AM: Department Presentations

11:00 AM: Student Testimonials

11:30 AM: Tour

12:00 PM: Lunch

1:15 PM: Q&A Session

HOMECOMING SCHEDULE

Visit jacksonvillecollege.edu/homecoming/ to register.
FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 28

12:00 PM: Lunch (cafeteria)

5:00 PM: Registration (Gym)

6:00 PM: Gathering of the Jags (Gym)

7:30 PM: Jaguar Talent Show (Chapel)

9:00 PM: S’more & Cocoa

SATURDAY, MARCH 1
8:30 AM: Registration (Chapel)
9:00 AM: Alumni Meeting (Chapel)
11:00 AM: Alumni Chapter Lunches
- Cafeteria, Craft Baptist
12:30 PM: Chapter Meetings
+ Keller-Laird-Carroll — Watson Room (Norman Building)
» Bearden-Bonner-Gaylor — Craft Baptist Church
« Anderson-Orr-Small — Choir Room (Orr Annex)
« Crank-Ross — Old Library (Weatherby)
2:00 PM: Anderson Hall Dedication (Anderson Home)
2:00 PM: Jag Family FunFest (Gym)
3:00 PM—6:00 PM Food Trucks available (including JW’s BBQ!)

David Erickson is the president of Jacksonville &
College. Contact him at 105 B.J. Albritton Drive,
Jacksonville, Texas 75766, 903-586-2518 or @
president@jacksonvillecollege.edu
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By JOHNNIE ROSS

The Texas Girl’s Missionary Auxiliary (GMA) is excited
to announce that registration is now open for the Texas Girls
Retreat, a weekend designed specifically for girls to grow in
faith, build lasting friendships and experience God’s love in a
fun, encouraging environment.

This year’s retreat theme is Taking the Plunge, a beach-
inspired theme that symbolizes taking bold steps of faith
and diving deeper into a relationship with Christ. Through
engaging activities, worship, breakout sessions, and inspiring
speakers, the hope is that every girl will be inspired to take
the plunge into deeper devotion to Christ!

Event details:
Friday-Saturday, March 7-8, 2025
Daniel Springs Baptist Camp in Gary, Texas
$45/person
(includes lodging, t-shirt, breakfast, and lunch)
Girls in 4th-12th grade

Even if your church does not currently have a GMA
program, girls between 4th and 12th grade still have the
opportunity to go to the retreat, have fun, meet new people
and most importantly, worship the Lord with girls their own
ages.

Any questions you may have can be answered at the Texas
GMA website www.texasgma.org. (click on the Retreat link
at the top right of the page) or by using the Contact Us form
on the website. Also, join in praying that this retreat will
bring glory to God and change girls’ lives!

TEXAS WMA DISTRICT NEWS

The Cherokee District Women’s Missionary Auxiliary
met at First, Jacksonville Jan. 14, 2025. A soup supper was
served. The meeting was soon called to order by President
Cindy Allen and Nancy Washburn read the theme scripture
for the year, “Be still and know that I am God” from Psalm
46:10.

After prayer, Sarah Spunaugle, of FBC, welcomed the
group, then Loretta Stephens, pianist, provided special
music: “Great is Thy Faithfulness” and “Love Lifted Me.”

President Allen introduced the speaker for the evening,
Miss Matty Johnson. Matty is a member of FBC,
Jacksonville, the local GMA president and the National
GMA 2nd vice-president. She grew up on the mission field
in Mexico with her parents, Bro. Eric and Kelly Johnson.
This past year, she went on a mission trip to Costa Rica.
The trip included 13 Texans and Arkansans, two sponsors
and eleven students, with Matty being the youngest.

During the flight, the team was able to share their
testimonies with each other. The purpose of the trip
was “Saba” (to be fulfilled) and to teach the story of
the salvation of Jesus Christ. Upon arriving at their
destination, the team walked through town inviting
children to the approaching Vacation Bible School. Over

20 children attended, and the parents received the gospel
from the missionaries. Matty’s next mission trip will be to
Mexico with the Girls Missionary Auxiliary group in June
2025.

During the business session, the Cherokee District
ladies decided their quarterly outreach will be a soup lunch
for the BMA Seminary Feb. 11. Also, the ladies will stuff
70 goody bags for Jacksonville College faculty and staff
with candy and/or small items.

Does your Local or District WMA have news to share?
Send it to johnnie.gma.ross@gmail.com.

LOCAL WMA NEWS

Beacon Hill, Waco has resumed WMA meetings after
having stopped meetings during COVID. They are having
monthly ladies’ Bible studies and are having their WMA
meetings on the first Sunday night of each month.
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BMA Texas Missions cont.

KEVIN WILLIAMS—
PORT ARTHUR MISSION
MR.WILLIAMSP121@GMAIL.COM

We have a name for
our church! We are planting
Redeemer Baptist Church/
Iglesia Bautista Redentor here
in Port Arthur. As I’ve been
praying and thinking of a name
one of the things that has struck
me about PA is that there really
is a sense of hopelessness in
this city. There is a stigma that hovers over the area that things
are bad and that’s just the way they’ll stay because change is
impossible. Thankfully, we know a God whose expertise includes
the impossible! Our God is a redeeming God. That’s the core of
the Gospel!

We are energized to spread the Gospel message throughout
Port Arthur in any way we can and see the Lord grow the scattered
seed! Will you pray with us that God would redeem a harvest of
souls in our city?

Prayer Needs:

For opportunities to share the Gospel.

Endurance to press on in difficulty.

Physical and spiritual protection for me and my family.

Growth of our discipleship group (in number and spiritual).

A Kevin Williams

BRAD CAULEY—
CEDAR PARK MISSION
BRAD@RT-CHURCH.ORG

God continues to bless our
group as members go deeper
in their personal devotion to
Christ, encourage one another as
a family, and practice spiritual
conversations with neighbors
and coworkers. Each week we
celebrate how members have s
“spoken Jesus’ name” with A BradCauley
those in their lives. Several people will share while the rest listen
and encourage each other and pray for those we share with.
When a business lady entered our group, she was hesitation to
even mention God, or prayer, or any spiritual topics outside of
Christian circles. After a few weeks she began bringing up God in
conversations, then mentioning Jesus’ name until she began with
confidence to boldly seek out opportunities to share His name,
His story, and how He’s changed her life. What a joy to see her
confidence and boldness grow. Now Candice is helping her train
her daughter-in-law to share her faith with friends and coworkers!
We are praying the Lord would build an army of servants who
love Him and love sharing His story.

Prayer Needs:

Please pray for more hearts open to the gospel, for our people
to continue to grow in their courage to share His name, and for
blessing to reach more people.

CHRIS DRIVER—
WEST TEXAS MULTIPLICATION NETWORK/
TEXAS MISSIONARY CARE
CJDRIVER316@GMAIL.COM

Howdy from West Texas! Well, the new year has started
out with a BANG! We had our first baptism service in our
building (we usually throw a big party at my house and use the

pool but it’s a little too cold in
January). The candidates all
shared their testimonies and
even had the chance to baptize
a husband who then baptized
his wife! God is so awesome!
We have almost doubled our
regular attendance over the last
3-4 months. Obviously that’s
an awesome thing, but it’s also started us having to consider next
steps if we continue to grow at this rate! What’s so fun about this
is that it’s coming from our people being faithful to be the church
and reach out to their friends and family! God is really moving
here at Oasis and I can’t wait to see what the rest of the year
holds!!

Prayer Needs:

Need a Ministry Van

New remodel possibilities in light of new growth

Possibility of coffee shop ministry

Open doors for the gospel in Levelland, Sundown, and SPC

A Chris Driver

TIM ALBA—
THE BRIDGE MISSION IN SEAGOVILLE
TIMALBA1986@GMAIL.COM

We are doing great and
holding strong. We have seen
much growth both spiritually
and in numbers in our services.
More people are wanting to be
discipled and many others are
wanting to give and serve more
in the church. I think 2025 is :
going to be a strong year for our A Timothy Alba
Church. God is doing great things through our little Church and
we are excited to be a part of it.

Prayer Needs:

Just continue to pray for our Church and the mission God has
given us here in the Seagoville area.

CHRIS MINDI—
ANCHOR AUSTIN MISSION IN LEANDER
CHRIS.MINDI@BMATS.EDU

God is continuing to bless
us in 2025 with renewed
enthusiasm and inspiring every
day to pursue HIM and serve
others around us sincerely.
leaders are being developed for
HIS glory, and new families are |
being touched. Many gospel L .
conversations are being held. A Chris Mindi
Please continue to pray for Anchor Austin Church as we lead and
put our efforts in reaching more younger generations of American
Indians and win them for Christ.

Prayer Needs:

For the Leadership and leaders being mentored.

For new families, to call Anchor Austin ‘home’.

For renewed passion in our people to follow God and delight
in him every day.

KYLE CHEATHAM—
GRACE CHURCH JARRELL MISSION
KYLE@GRACEJARRELL.COM

A woman in our church was asked by her nail technician about

the Bible, asking if it would be
an appropriate gift for her 11
year old who had expressed
interest. The mom is a cultural
Buddhist and specifically
wanted to know if it was “safe
for her son”. The woman from
our church shared about the
Bible, talked about Jesus and A Kyle Cheatham

shared the Gospel in a nutshell, following up later by giving her a
Bible and a pamphlet on why we trust the Bible. The woman was

blown away.

A man in our church was executive coaching a Muslim
surgeon, and was able to talk for hours over four meetings about
Christianity and Islam, the Trinity, the cross. Although it led to
the Muslim firing the man as his coach, our man was faithful and
gospel seeds were planted!

Prayer Needs:

1. Pray for those with whom our members have been sharing
the gospel—that they will repent and believe in Jesus.

2. Pray for our Discipleship strategy to come together.

3. Pray for our family as we soon will grieve the loss of the
patriarch of our family.

LUIS H. PEREZ—
IGELSIA BAUTISTA GRACIA SOBERANA—KYLE
LUISPEREZ6162@GMAIL.COM

Thank God we have a
young couple attending our
congregation, and there are two ;
more who come at least twice a .r
month. Problems are nothing out -l &=
of the ordinary, and the struggles
are the same as every day. Thank
God, nothing serious!

Prayer Needs:

Just that you continue to pray for Sovereign Grace Baptist
Church. And that you pray for me and my wife since I am going
to bring my dad first to live with me and then my mom. Pray for
my mom her name is Virginia Pérez she is in somewhat delicate
in health.

A Luis Perez

MARVIN MEDINA—
PLANO MISSION
MIRENAMARVIN7@GMAIL.COM

This month has been quite
busy, the lack of work, the news
has filled the networks, thank
God the meetings have been
fulfilled, we have had economic
problems but God has been
our sustenance, this year we
want to strengthen ourselves in
discipleship.

Prayer Needs:

My Family, Ministry, and Economic Situation

A Marvin Mirena

Heith Mitchell is the director of BMA of Texas Missions.
Contact him at PO. Box 73, Waxahachie, Texas 75168,
972-923-0757 or hmitchell@bmatexas.org. For more

information, Visit www.bmatexasmissions.org.
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GVEITS

2025 TEXAS PASTORS CONFERENCE
WHEN: March 3-4, 2025
WHERE: Round Prairie Baptist Church, Fairfield

2025 BMA OF AMERICA MEETING
WHEN: April 22-24, 2025
WHERE: Pathway Baptist Church, Waxahachie

2025 SOAR STUDENT CONFERENCE
WHEN: July 2-4, 2025
WHERE: Loews Arlington Hotel, Arlington, Texas

2025 BMA OF TEXAS MEETING
WHEN: Nov. 17-18, 2025
WHERE: Pathway Baptist Church, Waxahachie

In
Loving Clemory

— 13\94

DErsonnel
Lpositions

AVAILABLE MINISTRY POSITIONS

PASTOR—First, Flynn is seeking a full-time pastor. For information,
email embry936@gmail.com. The church's address is P.O. Box 13,
Normangee, Texas. 77871.

YOUTH/MUSIC MINISTER—Central,Texarkana is seeking a part-
time minister of youth and a part-time minister of music. Inquiries
or resumes may be sent to musicsearch@centraltexarkana.org or
youthsearchcbc@gmail.com. si2s

YOUTH/CHILDREN'S PASTOR—Calvary, Morrilton, Arkansas is
seeking a youth and children’s pastor. Send resume to cbcmorrilton@
gmail.com or call 501-354-2117 for more information. si2s

PASTOR—First, Crandall is seeking a bivocational pastor. Resumes,
including references, may be emailed to diane.guerrab1@gmail.com or
mailed to FBC P.O. Box 207 Crandall, TX 75114. For more information,
call or text 972-839-0410. 525

PASTOR—Calvary, Arlington is seeking a bivocational pastor. Email
resumes to psc@calvarybaptistarlington.org. 425

MUSIC—New Harmony, Tyler is seeking a full- time minister of music.
Send resume to NHBC, 10251 FM 724, Tyler, Texas 75704 or call the
church at 903-593-5811 for more information. 225

YOUTH MINISTRY LEADER—F:irst, Palmer is seeking a full-time youth
ministry leader. For more information, email Pastor Gary Southard at
pastor@fbcpalmer.org. e

PASTOR—Mt. Olive Baptist Church of Scurry is seeking a bivocational
pastor. For information call 972-935-2428 or email rebecca.
upchuch59@gmail.com. en

PASTOR—OId Bethel, Canton is seeking a bivocational pastor. Email
resumes to OBBCResume@proton.me. tn

PASTOR—Bethel, Clayton is seeking a pastor. Send resume to Joe
Ogden, 563 CR183, Carthage, Texas 75633 or call 903-692-0000. A
parsonage is available for the pastor. The church is located at 160
CR1521, Clayton. Jerry Phillips is currently serving as interim pastor.

AVAILABLE MINISTER

TURNER HARPER is available to serve as a pastor or for pulpit supply.
He currently attends First, Rice. Contact him at 972-921-0197.

RICHARD JOEL ELLINGTON

Richard Joel Ellington, 67, born
in Paris, Arkansas, Feb. 20,
1957, was called home to be
with the Lord Jan. 31, 2025. His
family moved to Texas during
his elementary school years.
Ellington graduated from South
Garland High School in 1975.
He attended West Point for two
years. After the Holy Spirit’s leading, he left with an
honorable discharge and then received his Bachelor of
Science in Mathematics from North Texas University. In
1978, he met his wife, Rebekah, and they married in 1980.
He held several jobs as a public and private school teacher.
He worked almost 30 years at Texas Instruments in Dallas
County. Rick was a dedicated and loving servant of our Lord
Jesus his whole adult life. He was a much-studied Bible
student and served in three local churches wherever he was
needed. He received his Master of Arts in Church Ministry
from Mission University (Baptist Bible College) in 20009.
His highest honor was serving his Lord Jesus as pastor of
Hubbard Chapel Baptist Church, in Quitman, for the past
almost 12 years. Funeral services were held at Hubbard
Chapel, Quitman Feb. 6. Donations may be given to the
Hubbard Chapel Baptist Church.

ROBERT EARL KEITH

Robert Earl Keith, known by most
as Bro. Rob, of Royse City, went
home to our Heavenly Father Feb
8, 2025. He was surrounded by
family and made his way from
this life wrapped in prayer by so
many who loved him. Keith was a
longtime pastor of Coffeeville, Ore
City and retired after several years
of service as pastor of First Missionary, Cockrell Hill. Memorial
services were held Feb 15.

VANNETTE HORTON

Vannette Horton, age 81, of
Fairfield, passed away Feb. 5,
2025, in Tyler. Funeral services
were held at Griffin-Roughton
Funeral Home in Fairfield Feb. 10,
2025. Horton was born Dec. 13,
1943 and married her high school
sweetheart, Henry Horton, with
whom she celebrated 54 years
of marriage. She was a devoted pastor’s wife, loving mother,
grandmother and friend. The Hortons also served the Lord and the
BMA of America as missionaries to France.

June 10 -13 Girls Discipleship Retreat

June15-18 Combo PreTeen Camp

July13-16 Ark-La-Tex Camp

WWW.DANIELSPRINGSCAMP.COM
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Protect Your People

In today’s competitive job market, attracting and
retaining top talent is essential - especially when your
workplace features a higher calling. It's time to consider:
Are your current employee benefit plans empowering
your team? Or a lack of options limiting your ministry?

You deserve a better fit. Our team can help you explore
options that could offer significant savings - all do
provide better care for your people and steward
resources back to your ministry.

Contact your local agent about benefit plans designed
to meet the needs of your ministry and your people.

Visit lightwell.com/texas or call 800422 3384,

Lightwell.

NEW HOPE BAPTIST CHURCH
581 FM 416 LOVE OFFERING

2025 PASTOR'S CONFERENCE

March 3-4, 2025

at Round Prairie Baptist Church, Fairfield
MONDAY

10:00 am  RICHARD SMITH . Pathway, Waxahachie

11:00 am MATT WALKER - Anthony Drive, Ennis
1:00 pm CHARLES JOHNSON - Rosewood, Gilmer

6:30 pm DANNY CRAWFORD . Cornerstone, Jacksonville
/:30 pm ERIC JORDAN - Breath of Praise, Brownwood

TU ES DAY | Wes Pratt
10:00 am WES PRATT - Northside, Conroe
11:00 am ROBERT FORREST - O’Quinn, Pollock
1:30 pm ROY PRATHER . Eighth Avenue, Teague
6:30 pm  ADEREMI BADRU - Lighthouse, Houston
730 pm  TODD WEST (Prayer Service)

Richard Smith Robert Forrest Roy Prather Aderemi Badru
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