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This year marks the 125th anniversary 
of the founding of Jacksonville College. 
Celebration of this milestone started at 
Homecoming on Feb. 16-17. A news article 
of this year’s homecoming will be included 
in the March issue of Baptist Progress . 
Additional events celebrating the anniversary 
will be held later in the year.

Suppor t ed  by  a  g roup  o f  Bap t i s t s , 
Jacksonville College opened in Jacksonville, 
Texas in a rented building in September 
1899.  The first  classes started with 34 
students, although there were 85 students 
by the end of the year. Before Christmas, 
a three-story brick building was completed 
and the college moved to its current location. 

This first building, known as Old Main, 
would be the center of the campus for nearly 
75 years.

Originally organized on the senior college 
level, Jacksonville College was reorganized 
as a junior college in 1918. It has remained 
a junior college since then and is the only 
Christian junior college in the state of Texas.

In 1923 the original charter was amended 
to formalize a relationship with the Baptist 
Missionary Association of Texas. The college 
continues to be supported by BMA churches 
today and is often referred to as Jacksonville 
Baptist College, or JBC.

As an institution dedicated to training not 
just the mind and the soul, but also the body, 

athletics has always formed a significant part 
of the college. The longest running sport is 
basketball, with Jacksonville College teams 
winning championships in the 1930s and the 
1980s. Today the college fields men’s and 
women’s teams in basketball, soccer, golf, 
tennis, cross country and track and field.

Over the years the college has gradually 
expanded to include two women’s dorms, 
two men’s dorms,  a  s tudent  center,  an 
administration building, a library, multiple 
classroom buildings and several athletic 
facilities. The original college building, 
Old Main, was torn down in the 1970s to 
make room for a new chapel building, which 
occupies the center of the campus.

By DAVID ERICKSON, Ph.D.
Jacksonville College President

Jacksonville College celebrates 125 years
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By JERRY FULTON

I am encouraged

▲ Jerry Fulton

As I write this article, I have just returned from Jacksonville 
College, where BMA Texas Missions Director Heith Mitchell, TBHC 
President Jason Curry, Jacksonville College President David Erickson 
and I met for a quarterly department directors meeting. We began 
developing what I believe is a very exciting schedule for the BMA 
of Texas Meeting that will be held in Jacksonville Nov. 18-19, 2024. 
Plans are to hold portions of the meeting at First Baptist Church, 
Cornerstone Baptist Church and Jacksonville College, all located in 
Jacksonville.

While developing the schedule was exciting, that is not what 
encouraged me the most. What encouraged me the most is that I 
joined three other BMA of Texas department directors around a table 
with no hidden agendas who are visionary team-players. As brothers 
in Christ, we cheered each other on as we all seek to lead well the 
ministries the Lord has called us to oversee. 

Heith Mitchell shared that five or six new state missionaries will 
be recommended when the messengers from BMA of Texas churches 
meet in November. Jason Curry is actively attempting to expand the 
ministry of TBHC. David Erickson is contentiously putting systems 
in place and improving others already in place to lead Jacksonville 
College to what he hopes will be a bright future.

I remind you that each department or ministry of the BMA of Texas 
belongs to the local churches of our Association. These ministries 
are an arm of your local church. When each church member gives 
and those offerings are sent to the various ministries of the BMA of 
Texas, churches are planted, children find permanent homes through 
adoption and are ministered to in the meantime through foster care, 
quality Christian education is provided, loans are made available to 
churches that are building and/or remodeling, pastors and church staff 
receive ministry training and the good news of it all is shared through 
the written page and electronically.

I believe that your department directors are a team of men who 
love and respect each other, and that makes our work a lot easier. We 
are partners in ministry for the cause of Christ!

Pastor, if you are not actively leading the church you serve to 

support the ministries of the BMA of 
Texas, I encourage you to do so. If you 
are not connected with other pastors in 
our Association, get connected.

One great opportunity to connect 
with our churches is to attend the Texas 
Pastors Conference at Round Prairie, 
Fairfield Feb. 26-27. There you will 
be encouraged by great preaching and 
breakout sessions. I hope you will attend.

And, although it is months away, 
determine now that you will attend 
the 2024 BMA of Texas Meeting in 
Jacksonville Nov. 18-19. Furthermore, 
plan to attend the BMA of America 
Meeting in Branson, Missouri April 16-17, 2024. When we associate 
with each other and get involved, we can do more to enhance our 
God’s reputation in Texas and around the world!

	

Letter to the Editor
Dear Bro. Jerry,

I could say this to you in person but I want to publicly commend 
you for the Ministry Connection Workshops. You picked up the 
mantle of a department (the Department of Church Ministries), which 
was discontinued and not only kept the ministry going but added 
many more very practical principles to help us along the gospel trail. 
Thanks Bro. Jerry for your vision and leadership.

Paul Gauntt
Pastor of Central, Lancaster
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BMA Texas Missions hosted the second annual Young 
Intern Leadership Retreat in Lindale Jan. 18-20. It was a 
beneficial event. Larry Bickel, Todd West, Jerry Fulton, Brad 
Holcombe and I shared leadership equipping with these 12 
young people. We sang, prayed, spent time in the Word and 
worked on ourselves while building relationships. We took 
a break and escaped a Tyler escape room in the middle of 
the retreat. We thank New Harmony for providing us with 
transportation.

These interns come from four BMA of Texas churches that 
are investing in their young people and equipping them as 
leaders.  Texas Missions is partnering in that equipping. They 
must be out of high school for at least a year with a burden 
to be in ministry leadership. We want to talk to your church 
about partnering in this program. God is faithfully raising and 
calling leaders!

A word from your missionaries
JOSE GIL—
PROYECTO MISIONERO “LIDIA”  
JOSEDARIO.GIL@GMAIL.COM

The apartment for the 
Spring cell caught fire. The 
host family is a very young 
couple, both of them being 
new believers. In addition to 
the apartment fire, they have 
been through tough situations 
lately such as financial, health 
and transportation issues. 
Even through all of this, they told me that their confidence 
and hope remains in God. It was a touching moment and I 
thank God for the testimony of these disciples. 

Prayer Needs:
Gratitude: The host couple in Spring cell got a new place 

to live on the very same day of the fire.
Wisdom: I will lead a workshop on church’s cells for 

eight weeks.

JAIME GARCIA—
IGLESIA BAUTISTA NUEVA VIDA MISSION IN GILMER
JAIME.GARCIA2911@GMAIL.COM

This month a woman with 
many burdens told me about 
her problems and I led her to 
the feet of Christ. We have 
also been working with the 
annual agenda and with the 
different ministries where 
there is a lack of participation. 
We had our f irst  church 
meeting and it was very good. 

Prayer Needs:
Please pray with me, for the leaders who I believe will be 

the future successors of ministry here at Gilmer.

ISAIAS MARTINEZ—
CONROE MISSION  
ISAIASMJ1966@GMAIL.COM

The church has moved 
forward. We have three new 
families. One of them started 
a new discipleship cell and 
that is our reason for being.

Prayer Needs:
Pray for new converts who 

are in discipleship.

HAITAO HE—
FREE SALVATION BIBLE MISSION IN CORPUS CHRISTI  
HAITAO.HE@BMATS.EDU

We had a great evening 
this  month for  a  prayer 
meeting. A total of 17 people 
came and shared, laughed and 
prayed together. I loved to see 
people’s faces filled with joy 
and happiness as we finished 
the night and took a group 
picture. We got to know each 
other better by listening to each others’ stories, including the 
children. I sensed a pure affection for the collective life, as 
people go through life as believers and we have a connection 
with each other.

Prayer Needs:
Pray that we will have more people respond to our event 

in the coming months.

OMAR PINA, SR.—
MISSIONS IN WAXAHACHIE/DALLAS 
DUAL SUPPORT WITH BMA OF AMERICA
OMARPINA2005@GMAIL.COM

This month was focused 
on equipping members for 
evangelism and reaching more 
souls. It is a big challenge 
to get the church members 
involved in doing the work of 
the ministry. We won’t move 
to another stage until every 
attendee is involved in the 
ministry of reaching souls.

Prayer Needs:
Pray for more workers willing to serve unconditionally 

and funds to find a place to which we can move.

JAIME HENRIQUEZ—
FUENTE DE VIDA ETERNA MISSION IN TOMBALL 
DAIRYJENY@YAHOO.COM

We continue to advance in the work that God has placed 

▲ Omar Pina, Sr.

By HEITH MITCHELL

A word from your Missions Office

BMA TX MISSIONS continued on p. 11

▲ Haitao He

▲ Jose Gil

▲ Jaime Garcia

▲ Isaias Martinez
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Join hands in giving love
By JASON CURRY

Jason Curry is the president of the Texas Baptist 
Home for Children. Contact him at 629 Farley St, 
Waxahachie, Texas 75165, 972-937-1321 or jcurry@
tbhc.org. For more information, visit www.tbhc.org.

The month of February is typically the time we 
commemorate love and there can be no greater display of that 
love than to have compassion for others. This month, I want 
to encourage you to give a gift of love by compassionately 
supporting our organization’s mission, giving children a 
brighter future that are coming from vulnerable places is the 
greatest desire of my heart. In Texas, countless children face 
unimaginable challenges, leaving them without the stability, 
self-worth and true healing that they so desperately need. 
As Christians, our duty is to protect and provide a nurturing 
environment where they can grow, flourish and experience 
genuine love.

TBHC is working tirelessly to expand its reach so children 
can be cared for in their neck of the woods. Throughout 
its existence, our agency has facilitated safe placements, 
advocated for the rights of children and offered vital 
resources to foster parents and children in need. However, our 
efforts alone cannot bring about the transformative change 
that these children deserve. Partnerships and supporters of the 
mission are vital to our present and future. 

Together, we can create a powerful network of love, care 
and support for our community’s most vulnerable members. 
Let us heed the biblical call to action that states, “Religion 
that God our Father accepts as pure and faultless is this: to 

look after orphans and widows in their distress” (James 1:27). 
By embracing this mission, we truly reflect the love of Christ 
in our lives and inspire others to do the same.

If you would like to explore ways to partner with our foster 
care agency or have any questions, please do not hesitate 
to reach out to us. We would be delighted to discuss any 
opportunities for collaboration, provide further information, 
or assist in engaging your church’s community. Together, let 
us ensure that no child faces the world alone and that they 
receive the love and care they truly deserve.

May God continue to bless you and guide us in our 
mission of creating a brighter future for vulnerable children. 
I’m just sayin’.

An expression of everlasting love
Many of our friends choose to honor or remember a 
family member, a friend, or an associate with a gift 
for the children of the Baptist Home. Texas Baptist 
Home for Children, in turn, notifies the appropriate 
person. Listed in capital letters are those honored 
or remembered from Jan. 1-31, 2024.

ENDOWMENTS

E. ANN PACE: Martha & Karl Pace 

MYRA STOKES: Bill Stokes

HONORARIUMS

BRO. MICHAEL & KIRBY POOL: Larry & Linda Stout

MARGARET ROBERTSON: Charles & Charlotte 
Johnson

MEMORIALS

ALICE NULL: Larry & Linda Stout

BENNY CALDWELL: James & Debbie Murphy

BUDDY & LULU HAZELL: Cheryl Briscoe

DOROTHY SEXTON: Thomas Jeter

EDDIE BYRD: Darinda Medcalf

FOY OWENS: James Owens

FRANK SMITH: Charles & Charlotte Johnson

JACK EDWARDS: Weldon & Lana Sparks

LOVITA OUIMET: James Ouimet

MARGARET AGA: Charles & Charlotte Johnson; 
Jimmy & Carla Shipp; Travis & Audrey Shipp

MARSHALL LYNN BISHOP: Jimmy & Carla Shipp

ROSE MOORE: Laverne Senter & Susan Persons

RUSS NOGGLE: Robin W Corbeil

STANLEY ALLEN: Jimmy & Carla Shipp; Rosewood 
Baptist Church, Gilmer; Joe & Laura Donaho; Dale & 
Trina Tillery; Charles & Charlotte Johnson; Robert & 
Melinda Winn; J. L. & Reba Smith; Brian Mauk; James 
& Debbie Murphy
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By DAVID ERICKSON, PhD
Following are a few bullet points on the finances of 

Jacksonville College:

•	 Giving from BMA churches and associations 
significantly increased in the second half of 2023. 
Based on giving from January-June we projected 
$278,194 in BMA giving for the year. Instead, 
BMA churches and associations gave $352,546 
to Jacksonville College last year. We are very 
grateful for their dedicated support.

•	 The projected deficit for 2024 has decreased. In 
October 2023, we projected a loss of $433,780 
in 2024. By the time the budget was finalized 
in December, the projected loss was reduced to 
$147,650. This was due to months of hard work 
by the vice presidents, deans’ and athletic director 
to comb through the college’s expenses and find 
every possible savings to put the college on the 
path toward financial stability.

•	 Meet ing our  2024 budget  expecta t ions  s t i l l 
requires a significant investment from BMA 
c h u r c h e s .  W h i l e  w e  t r a n s i t i o n  t o  a  m o r e 
sustainable  f inancial  model  that  focuses  on 
covering operational and maintenance costs from 
tuition revenue, we need BMA churches to stand 
with us as we move the college toward a brighter 
future.

•	 Yo u  c a n  s u p p o r t  J a c k s o n v i l l e  C o l l e g e  a t 
jacksonvillecollege.edu/give. You can set up 
monthly giving of any amount, give a one-time 
gift or honor someone else with your gift.

•	 Toge the r  the  co l l ege  and  the  Jacksonv i l l e 
College Alumni Association have already raised 
$120,000 to Restore the Heart of Jacksonville 
College. A roofing company has been contracted 
and is currently working through engineering 
assessments with our insurer. We are eagerly 
waiting for this process to be completed so we can 
begin the first steps to restore Buckner Chapel.

Financial Update for 
Jacksonville College

By TONY CLEAVER, D.Min.

Removing the Candlestick 
Revelation 2:5

Tony Cleaver is the director of distance learning 
and a professor of Biblical studies at Baptist 
Missionary Association Theological Seminary in 
Jacksonville, Texas. He is an author and writer 
of the popular newspaper column, Leave It to 
Cleaver. He may be contacted at tony.cleaver@bmats.edu.

Do Churches die? 
Yes, Churches die! In speaking to the church at 

Ephesus,  Jesus says He can and wil l  remove the 
candlestick (lampstand) from His local church. Jesus 
tells the church to remember, repent, and rework or 
He will remove the lampstand. The Risen Lord walks 
among all His churches, not just a few. He is well 
acquainted with what is going on in the congregation. 
In my time in ministry, I have seen the candlestick 
removed f rom severa l  churches .  They no  longer 
exist. Some right now are very close to going out of 
existence, and it is not because they are in the wrong 
zip code.

What causes this to happen? 
Is i t  a loss of memory? The church at  Ephesus 

could not and willfully did not remember their first 
love of Jesus. He must be the central focus in any 
congregation. Other focal points might be nice to have, 
but nothing can take the place of Jesus. 

Is it love of a denomination? Being fully aligned 
with a denomination (even if  i t  is  “ours”) can be 
a positive experience. Being a Baptist,  Methodist, 
Catholic or any other denomination generally means 
the congregation holds to traditional practices. The 
way of worship, the kind of Bible translation, the type 
of music and other accoutrements are mostly cultural 
and sadly have little to do with the first love of Jesus.

Is  i t  a  lack  of  wi l l?  Obvious ly,  the  church  a t 
Ephesus had no energy to follow the Lord’s direction. 

It had been a glorious congregation. Yet it became a 
dead congregation. They had ceased to hold the Lord 
Jesus as their first love!

Yes, Dear Brother and Sister, your church has a 
nice building, central heating and air, is located well, 
yet it is slowly dying. The light on the candlestick is 
flickering dimly, dimly, almost out.

What can be done?  
It is not too late. Return to that first love—the love 

for the Risen Lord and Savior!
“But I have this against you: You have abandoned 

the love you had at first.   Remember then how far 
you have fallen; repent, and do the works you did 
at first.  Otherwise, I will come to you and remove 
your lampstand from its place, unless you repent” 
(Revelation 2:4-5).
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BMA SEMINARY (Jacksonville)—Dr. Tony Cleaver, 
professor of biblical studies and director of distance 
education, retired from the Baptist Missionary Association 
Theological Seminary at the end of 2023 following more than 
13 years of faithful service to the seminary.  

Cleaver’s contribution to the seminary is difficult to 
overstate. According to Dr. Charley Holmes, BMA Seminary 
president, “Dr. and Mrs. Cleaver have been incredibly 
supportive of the seminary’s ministry both professionally and 
financially during my time as seminary president.” 

Vice President and Dean Philip Attebery emphasized, 
“Dr. Cleaver was essential to the formation and initiation of 
BMATS online distance education and critical to the ongoing 
quality and maintenance of BMATS distance education. 
Students have repeatedly expressed their appreciation and 
admiration for Dr. Cleaver’s skill and encouragement as a 
professor. The Lord used Dr. Cleaver to put BMA Seminary 
on the cutting edge of theological distance education.”   

Holmes added, “We are all grateful that Dr. Cleaver 
remains available for consultation when needed.”  

In response to news of Cleaver’s retirement, the board of 
trustees’ academic committee expressed its appreciation for 
Dr. Cleaver’s unique and extraordinary contribution to BMA 
Seminary during his time, especially as it pertains to distance 
education.

Cleaver began his employment with BMA Seminary 
following years of serving in the pastorate and as a chaplain 
in the U.S. Army. Cleaver’s higher education includes the 
B.A. and M.S. Ed. degrees from Baylor University, the 
M.Div. from BMA Seminary, and the D.Min. from Luther 
Rice Seminary. 

Cleaver has authored numerous books and is well-known 
for his articles titled Leave it to Cleaver that appear in several 
newspapers associated with the BMA.

BMA Seminary provides accredited theological education 
to qualified individuals by seeking to equip them for 
Christian service and leadership roles. The seminary supports 
the educational needs of the Baptist Missionary Association 
of America and other groups who share a like commitment to 
the authority of scripture.  

▲ Tony and Jerrie Sue Cleaver

Dr. Tony Cleaver retires from 
BMA Seminary

Liberty Baptist Missionary Association met at Glade 
Creek, Gilmer Jan. 18, 2024.  This meeting was a rally 
for Baptist Publishing House (BPH).

Glade Creek Pastor Wayne Norvell welcomed the 
association and shared scripture from Psalm 119:12-
16. Liberty moderator Bro. Potter presided over the 
business session. There were 11 churches represented 
by messengers at the meeting. 

BPH Executive Director Jordan Tew, of Jacksonville, 
presented an informative discourse of the ministry of 
BPH. He has worked at BPH for four years with the 
last three serving as director.

Bro. Tew reported all  writers of BPH literature 
are members of BMA churches and have signed an 
agreement with the doctrinal statement and principles 
of cooperation of the BMA. He presented samples of 
the Kidz (children’s) literature. He also shared about 
a recent missions trip to Mexico where he helped train 
some 80 individuals in discipleship.

Jordan told of plans to reprint this year some classic 
BMA legacy books including Dr.  D N.  Jackson’s 
Bapt i s t  Churches  and  Assoc ia t ions  and  Dr.  Joe 
Pendleton’s The Joy of Bible Study.

Bro.  Tew s t ressed  the  need  of  evangel i sm for 
churches to grow.

BPH’s next four quarters for The Baptist Expositor 
will be Mark 5-10, I Corinthians 12-14, Mark 11-16, 
and Exodus, Part 1.

BPH has been able to assist several foreign mission 
f ie lds  wi th  the i r  pr in t ing  needs .  He thanked the 
churches  fo r  the i r  pas t  suppor t  and  encouraged 
churches to include BPH in their regular budgeted 
giving.

He shared 2 Timothy 3:16: “All Scripture is given 
by the inspiration of God,” and closed in prayer. Bro. 
Michael Pool extended the right hand of appreciation 
to Bro. Tew for his sharing the Word and the ministry 
of BPH.   

The  hos t  church  se rved  a  de l i c ious  mea l  and 
homemade desserts to the messengers and guests after 
the service.  The next meeting of Liberty BMA a rally 
for Texas Baptist Home for Children at Latch Baptist 
Church March 14, 2024.

By CHARLES JOHNSON
Pastor of Rosewood, Gilmer

Liberty Association 
hosts rally for Baptist 
Publishing House

ROUND PRAIRIE BAPTIST CHURCH
FAIRFIELD, TEXAS

TEXAS PASTORS CONFERENCE
FEBRUARY 26-27, 2024

REGISTER AT EVENTBRITE.COM
SEARCH TEXAS PASTORS CONFERENCE 

FAIRFIELD, TEXAS
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Are you looking for gospel-centered Vacation Bible School 
literature for 2024? We believe we have something in which 
you might be interested. Evangelistic International Ministries 
(EIM) has been conducting children’s Bible schools around 
the world for the past 15 years. With a desire for something 
that was completely gospel centered, our volunteers began 
writing and developing our own curriculum.  

EIM has now formatted all our material so that it can be 
used here in the U.S. by local churches.

This summer, take your students on a Gospel Cruise. Your 
students will enjoy sailing aboard the S.S. Gospel Voyage. 
Each day, the S.S. Gospel Voyage will make a port of call at 
a very important place. 

On the first day, your port of call is the Garden of Eden. 
In the Garden, you will discover God’s creation and man’s 
fall. The second day, your port of call will be Bethlehem. 
At Bethlehem, you will discover God’s plan to bring sinful 
man back into fellowship with Himself. The port of call on 
the third day will be Galilee. It’s at Galilee that you will hear 
Jesus teaching about who He is by looking at the seven “I 
AM” statements that He made. The last day’s port of call will 
be Gethsemane. It is here at the cross your student will see 
God’s incredible love and grace. It is here that they will see 
the wrath of God poured out on His own Son.

In our VBS package, you will have everything necessary 
to conduct a 4-day VBS. The package will include a teacher 
guide and a student guide for each age group. Also included 
are crafts, games, skits and posters to go along with each 
day’s lesson. All of this was done by EIM’s volunteer staff of 
mothers who are passionate about God’s word, the gospel and 
children. Each lesson is intentional in pointing students to the 
fact that they are sinners in need of a Savior.

I have seen these lessons taught by seasoned teachers as 
well as those who are teaching for the first time.  In each case, 
I have seen hundreds, if not thousands, of boys, girls, and yes, 
even adults come to faith in Jesus Christ.  As a missionary/
pastor, I have found no better curriculum as gospel focused 
and gospel centered.

All of this material will be available to download and 
print. We will have this available to view on our website at 
www.eimworldwide.org.  If you would like more information 
about our VBS literature, please contact me, Mike Goodwin, 
at mgoodwin@eimworldwide.org or text me at 870-904-
2091. All the materials that we are offering are completely 
free for any church. We will be available to have all-weather 
banners made for purchase, if so desired. We would ask that 
you consider making a donation of any size to EIM after you 
have printed and used our material.

Evangelistic International Ministries offers 
Vacation Bible School curriculum
By MICHAEL GOODWIN
Evangelistic International Ministries President/Program Director

The Master’s Builders gathered at Daniel Springs Baptist 
Camp in Gary for their annual Retreat Jan. 23-26. It was a 
wonderful time for fellowship, food, fun and relaxation.  In 
attendance were 29 Builders. Because of extreme cold and 
dangerous driving conditions the week before, the date was 
moved from Jan. 16-23 which caused several couples to 
miss the retreat. First time “retreaters” included Billy and 
Dawanna Keys, from DeValls Bluff, Arkansas.  This sweet 
couple joined the group last year and were formerly working 
in the Nail Benders Ministry.

While at retreat, an annual business meeting was conducted 
and Builders were informed of possible opportunities to serve 
this year. These will be updated on The Master’s Builders 
Facebook page. The Lord has blessed the group with a full 
calendar for 2024 with several new buildings to build, as well 
as additions and repairs to others.

A special thank you to each of you that pray for the 
ministry. You are invited to join the Builders if they are in 
your area. The first job of 2024 will be at Stoneridge Baptist 
Camp in Smithville, Arkansas March 4-15. The Builders 
would love to have anyone come help or just pop in to visit 
and see what this ministry is about.

A big “Thank you” to Jason Prewitt, Daniel Springs camp 
director, for hosting our group. The Builders ask you to pray 

for the camp. Also, please pray for The Master’s Builders as 
they strive to serve the Lord and further His Kingdom and 
new workers to come help with this ministry.

If you have any questions about The Master’s Builders 
or if your church has building needs, contact Mike Green at 

972-935-3877, David Axe at 903-918-0720 or Eddie Sikes at 
479-462-1675.

Follow The Master’s Builders on Facebook to see 
where they are and what they’re doing. Like “The Master’s 
Builders” on Facebook. Look for the arbor logo.

The Master’s Builders hold annual retreat
By NELDA MALONE
The Master’s Builders Reporter

▲ The Master’s Builders at Daniel Springs Camp, Gary
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BMA OF AMERICA (Conway, Arkansas)—Pastors and 
messengers attending the 2024 BMA National Meeting in 
Branson, Missouri, will have the opportunity this year to 
register and pay their minute/conference donation online 
and book hotel reservations from the same site, www.
bmaamerica.org/nationalmeeting. There is also an on-line 
registration form for ministries wanting to secure their spot to 
display at the National Meeting. 

The BMA National Meeting will be held at the Chateau 
On the Lake Hotel and Convention Center in Branson, 

Missouri, April 16-18. In addition to taking care of vital 
business of the Association, there will be inspiring worship 
services and ministry investment opportunities designed to 
help your church. Two of the highlights of the event will 
be a gospel concert by Point of Grace and teaching by Mac 
Lake. Messages will be presented by BMA President Dr. Clif 
Johnson, Bro. James Schoenrock and Bro. Kirk Shelton. 

Once registered, attendees will simply proceed to the 
registration table located in the lobby of the hotel to receive 
their ballots for voting. 	

On-line Registration Available for 
BMA National Meeting

TUESDAY, APRIL 16
9:00 a.m.		 Display Area Setup
1:00 p.m. 		 Registration Open
3:00 p.m.		 BMA Theological Seminary Board Meeting— 
		  Salzburg Room
		  BMA Global Advisory Committee—Munich Room
5:00 p.m.		 Registration Open 
6:00 p.m.	
6:00 p.m.		 Concert & Worship with  
		  Point of Grace
6:45 p.m.		  President’s Address –  
 		  Clif Johnson
7:30 p.m.		  Opening Business
		  Registration Open 30 minutes 
		  following opening business
8:00 p.m.		 Fellowship

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 17
7:00 a.m.		 New Pastors Breakfast and Orientation 
8:15 a.m.		  Publishing House Board of Directors Meeting—  
		  Salzburg Room
		  Daniel Springs Baptist Camp Board of Directors 	
		  Meeting—Munich Room 
8:30 a.m. 		 Registration Open 
9:30 a.m.	
9:00 a.m.		 WMA Meeting
                        	 Brotherhood Meeting
9:00 a.m. 	 Pastors Conference 
11:00 a.m.	
12:00 p.m.  	 WMA Sponsored Ladies  
 		  Luncheon
1:30 p.m.		  Service with Pastor Kirk Shelton
2:30 p.m.		 Break
2:30 p.m. 	 Registration Open 
3:30 p.m.	
3:00 p.m. 	 Legacy Missionary Service &  
		  Missionary Commissioning

4:00 p.m.		 Business Session 
5:00 p.m.	
5:00 p.m.		 BMA Theological Seminary  
      		  Dinner
6:30 p.m.		 Registration Open 
7:30 p.m.	
7:30 p.m.		  Evening Worship and Annual Message—
		  James Schoenrock 
		  Registration Open 30 minutes 
		  following evening worship        
8:45 p.m.		  Business

THURSDAY, APRIL 18
8:00 a.m.		 Registration Open 
8:30 a.m.	
8:30 a.m.		 BMA Department Reports
12:00 p.m.	 Close of National Meeting

2024 BMA of America 
Meeting Schedule

The National WMA will meet at the Chateau on the 
Lake in Branson, Missouri, April 17. We are working 
to plan an amazing day for the ladies of the BMA. 
Judy Wallace will be the keynote speaker during the 
morning. After lunch, we will have several breakout 
sessions from which you can choose two to attend. 
Registrat ion begins at  8:30 a.m. and the program 
begins at 9:00 am. We will end the day by 2:45 p.m. 

so that the ladies can attend the BMA meeting that 
begins at 3:00 p.m.  

Lunch at the Chateau during the meeting will be 
served at noon. The cost for lunch is $25. If you plan 
to stay for lunch, please send $25 to Janet Widger, 
P.O. Box 23, Salem, Missouri 65560.  Make your 
checks payable to National WMA.  

We look forward to seeing you all there!

National WMA to meet in 
Branson, Missouri 
April 17, 2024
By KELLY WILLIAMS
National WMA 2nd Vice President
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In my quiet time recently, God led me to thoughts of 
the potter and clay. Isaiah speaks of this metaphor several 
times: 26:16, 45:9, and 64:8. The first two references speak 
of the clay not questioning the potter. The clay does not 
have the right to question the potter about design, beauty, 
or usefulness. The clay just accepts the potter’s purpose, the 
potter’s redesign, the potter’s control.

But it was Isaiah 64:8 that got me to thinking. “Yet Lord, 
you are our Father, we are the clay, and you are our potter, 
we all are the work of your hands.” I am not an artist and 
have never tried to craft anything out of clay, but I have done 
a Playdoh sculpture or two in my life. So that is what I am 
basing my knowledge of clay on.

For the clay to be useful, it has to be pliable. While the 
potter is creating a work of art (just like God is creating you) 
he sprinkles water on the clay. The water makes the clay 
useable. God does the same things for us. He splashes a good 
sermon over us on Sunday, during our quiet time a scripture 
jumps off the page and speaks right into our situation, a 
friend sends a text of encouragement at just the right time. 
God uses these splashes to help us be useful in His Kingdom, 
to help us be created into the image He has for us. 

If the potter’s clay sits out in the air for too long, it 
becomes dry and is not useful for the potter. If he tries to 
use this dry clay it will just shatter. We, as God’s clay, do 
the same thing if we are left drying in the world too long. 
We can let the cares of the world suck all the goodness out 
of us. We get weary in well-doing, our energy is drained by 
situations and circumstances. Just as there is proper storage 
for the clay, there is proper storage for our hearts, minds, and 
souls. Romans 12:2 “Do not be conformed to this age, but be 
transformed by the renewing of your mind, so that you may 
discern what is the good, pleasing, and perfect will of God.” 
Our minds need to be placed in the container of God’s word, 
prayer, Bible reading, and communion with fellow believers. 
Being filled with these things will make us pliable for his 
use.

 But it takes effort. I am sure after a long day of molding 
and sculpting the tired potter would rather just walk away 
from the shop, but if he doesn’t put things in their proper 
place, tomorrow will not go well. If we do not allow God to 
pour into us, if we do not make our time with Him a priority, 
church attendance a priority, fellowship with other believers 
a priority, we will find ourselves useless to Him. We have to 
put forth the effort. 

The good news is there is hope for old, dried out clay. 
Remember the water the potter sprinkled on the clay. In 
copious amounts, water can restore the clay to a useable 
form. The same works with us. If we return to the Word, to 

church, to prayer, to fellowship, our clay becomes malleable 
again. Useful in the hands of our great Potter. As Veggie 
Tales taught our boys a long time ago, “Our God is a God 
of second chances.” Psalms 51 clearly shows this. We can 
never become too dry or too brittle for God not to restore us 
and use us, for His honor and His glory. 

No one can. You may not be the dry piece of clay, it may 
be someone in your life: a child who has strayed, a friend 
who has become hardened with circumstances, a loved one 
who is allowing another potter to shape their destiny. Don’t 
give up on them or God. He is the potter; we are the clay. 

Lord, help us to accept Your molding of our lives, our 
thoughts, our desires. Help us to allow You to create a 
beautiful thing out of our lives. The creation You envisioned 
from the very beginning. And let us fulfil Your purpose in 
our lives. If we begin the new year not being moldable, 
splash us with Your resources, renew a right spirit in us, and 
shape us for Your Kingdom’s work. In Jesus’ name, Amen.

BROKEN CRAYONS STILL COLOR
Theme verse: He healeth the broken in heart, and bindeth 

up their wounds. Psalm 147:3
You are loved. 
One thing broken people feel the most is unwanted, 

unloved, and uncared for. But God loves you, with all of His 
heart and more than you could ever comprehend. No matter 
how forgotten you think you are, God is wrapping His loving 
arms around you. Jeremiah 31:3 reiterates this, saying “I 
have loved you with an everlasting love.” The brokenness in 
your heart may be blinding you from this fact, so clear your 
head, and tell yourself the truth: you are loved by God.

You can choose to find joy.
When you are broken and feeling down, you might not 

see any silver linings (or feel guilty for looking for one). 
God wants to remind you that it’s perfectly alright to be 
happy, or to try to create happiness. The word “joy” is in 
the Bible 165 times, and that’s no mistake. God wants you 
to feel joy in your heart and tells us this in Galatians 5:22 
which reads: “But the fruit of the Spirit is joy.”

You can pray to God.
When you are feeling broken and faced with hardships, 

God wants you to turn to Him in prayer. Jeremiah 29:12 says 
“Then shall you call upon me, and you shall go and pray 
unto me, and I will hear you. And you shall seek me, and 
find me, when you shall search for me with all your heart.” 
When you feel there is no one to chat with, even your closest 
girlfriends, you can turn to God for a friend. He will not only 
listen, but give your heart the advice it truly needs.

Don’t put off registering for the summer retreat. 

FROM YOUR PROJECT PROMOTER, VONDA GRUN
JBC Buckner Chapel needs a new AC and roof. Our goal 

is $25,000 and we’ve raised $6,405 so far. 
Fundraising idea: Did you know mini M&M tubes hold 

$10 in quarters?
Challenge: Fill one M&M tube a month and donate $120 a 

year; Bonus – you get to eat the M&Ms!
Send funds to Texas WMA, 413 Junell, Sulphur Springs, 

TX 75482

BOOK/BIBLE STUDY RECOMMENDATIONS FROM 
KRISTI KEY, 3RD VP:

She Belongs by Katy McCown
Daughters of Grace by The Daily Grace Company
Take Back Your Temple by Kimberly Taylor

IMPORTANT DATES
March 22-23: Texas Girls Retreat—Facing the Giants, 

Daniel Springs Baptist Camp, Gary. Register by February 23 
at texasgma.org/houseparty.html. Late registrations will be 
accepted but may not receive a T-shirt.

June 28-29: Texas State Sunbeam House Party—Tis so 
Sweet! Jacksonville College, Jacksonville, Texas. Register 
through the WMA website. Join our next Counselors’ Zoom 
meeting on Saturday, Feb. 24th at 5 pm. Text your phone 
number to Dera Moy (281-630-6090) for an invite. We need 
all our Counselors’ input. 

July 19-20: Texas Ladies’ Retreat—Broken Crayons 
Still Color, Northside Baptist Church, Conroe, Texas. 
Register by May 31 to guarantee a t-shirt. 

September 1: Deadline for nominations for state project. 
Find submission forms on the Texas WMA website. 

FOR MORE INFORMATION
Visit our website at TexasWMA.

com or follow us on Facebook: Texas 
WMA. Scan the QR code to link 
directly to the website to access forms 
or for more information.

SUPPORT OUR PROJECTS
National WMA: Jeevan Prakash School in Gulbarga, 

India. Goal $75,000. Deadline for funds February 28.
State WMA: Jacksonville College chapel – new AC and 

roof. Goal $25,000. 
State GMA: Rose Nguyen’s Missionary Fund. Goal 

$1,500.
State Sunbeams: Larry and Tammy Wood. Goal $2,024. 

From the Texas WMA President
By CINDY ALLEN
Texas WMA President
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Larry Barker is the pastor of Cornerstone, Jacksonville. 
He also serves as the operations director for North 
American Missions. For more information or to 
contact him, visit www.bmamissions.org.

By LARRY BARKER

Seasons of Life and Ministry2024
BMA OF AMERICA ANNUAL MEETING
DATE: Apr. 16-18, 2024
PLACE: The Chateau on the Lake, Branson, Missouri

SOAR (STUDENT CONFERENCE)
DATE: July 3-5, 2024
PLACE: Loews Arlington Hotel, Arlington, Texas
 
RE:CHARGE (CONFERENCE FOR PASTORS AND CHURCH STAFF)
DATE: October 1-3, 2024
PLACE: Northwest Arkansas (specific location TBA)

CELEBRATION (CONFERENCE FOR ADULTS)
DATE: November 12-14, 2024
PLACE: Chateau on the Lake, Branson, Missouri
 
BMA OF TEXAS ANNUAL MEETING
DATE: Nov. 18-19, 2024
PLACE: Jacksonville, Texas

AVAILABLE MINISTRY POSITIONS
PASTOR—Bethel, Clayton is seeking a pastor. Send resume to Joe 
Ogden, 563 CR183, Carthage, Texas 75633 or call 903-692-0000. A 
parsonage is available for the pastor. The church is located at  160 
CR1521, Clayton. Jerry Phillips is currently serving as interim pastor. 
TFN

PASTOR—Mt. Pisgah, Mineola is seeking a full-time biblically 
qualified pastor to shepherd our congregation. Mt. Pisgah was 
founded in 1853 with a strong biblical foundation, a heart for 
missions and to grow. Please send resumes to 5848 S. State 
Highway 37, Mineola, Texas 75773. TFN

PASTOR—Lakeridge, Lubbock is seeking a full-time, biblically 
qualified pastor. Send resume or inquiries to pastorsearchcommittee@
mylakeridgebaptist.org. TFN

MUSIC MINISTER—Henderson, Perry, Georgia is seeking a 
man with high view of God who has a passion for leading the 
church in reverent and doctrinally sound worship. This is a full-
time position. Please email Matt Loafman with a resume at matt.
hendersonbaptist@gmail.com. 2/24

God has given us the seasons of spring, summer, fall, and 
winter. There are also seasons of life that have been addressed in 
books such as Halftime by Bob Buford that says, “Your midlife 
doesn’t have to be a crisis. In fact, the second half of your life can 
be better than the first.” Some have even divided spans of time into 
quarters such as birth to 20 (growth) being the first quarter, 20’s 
and 30’s is the second quarter (achievement), 40 ‘s and 50’s is the 
third quarter (become), and the 60’s and 70’s is the fourth quarter 
(harvest). When you reach 80 years old and above it is referred to 
as overtime. Remember, redeem the time. 

We are reminded of the brevity of life in Psalm 90:10, “The 
days of our years are threescore years and ten; and if by reason 
of strength they be fourscore years, yet is their strength labour 
and sorrow; for it is soon cut off, and we fly away.” Allen Hunt 
and Matthew Kelly say this, “Intentionality is the key to 
successful fourth quarter living. People don’t accidentally age 
gracefully. People don’t accidentally die peacefully. And people 
don’t accidentally leave behind legacies of hope, love, and 
encouragement. These all require intentionality.” Intentionally 
purse Christ in every season.

This ministry journey takes us through different “seasons.” 
Sometimes it is hot and sunny, sometimes it can be rainy, cold, and 
even quite stormy. There are seasons of harvest but there can also 
be dry and difficult seasons as well. Ministry has a linear aspect 
that involves your calendar, a timeline and stages where one event 
follows another. Ministry also functions in cycles of reoccurring 
loops while you are moving forward. Ministry stages are linear 
while ministry seasons are cyclical. Everyone has mentioned at one 
time or another along the way that they are in a difficult “season.”

In your individual life and in the life of your church there can 
be seasons of health and growth but there can also be seasons 
of challenge and discouragement. Both seasons come following 
certain stages of ministry that you walk through of vision, 
intentional planning and implementation, and then the trials can 
begin. The first stage, vision, is one of great excitement and some 
apprehension, as God’s vision for your church begins to take shape 
in your heart and mind. The magnitude of the eternal impact your 
church could make, captures your heart and energizes your mind. 
You desire to move from your present reality to God’s preferred 
future. 

The stage of vision is where you seek to find and discover 
God’s agenda for your ministry and join Him there. Your 
mission (the Great Commission) is why you exist and your 
vision is where you are going. It is how you will fulfill the 
Great Commission in your unique context, with your unique 
congregation, following God’s unique agenda for you. Vision is 
God’s preferred future for your congregation (Ephesians 3:20-21). 
Intentionally seeking Him enables you to discover His unique 
picture of a brighter tomorrow for your church that does not exist 
yet. Vision is painting the dreams God has laid on your heart for 
all to see.

The next stage of ministry, whichever season you or your 
church is in, is prayerful planning. What steps will you be 
leading them to take in order to accomplish the vision God has 
placed upon your heart. You are able to see the challenges and 

the difficulties but more importantly you can see the potential and 
possibilities because of the God you serve. This process enlightens 
your vision and gives detail to what the vision will become. This is 
the time when you really begin to work, where you pray and plan 
and begin the important steps necessary to move toward God’s 
design for your church. 

Do not overlook this prayerful planning process. This is where 
you work “on” the ministry instead of only working “in” the 
ministry. You must fight the tyranny of the urgent and provide 
space for prayer, dreaming, and collaboration. In developing 
strategies and next steps remember how important it is to keep 
following a healthy process and pathway of prayer, assessment/
evaluation, and alignment with core values, mission, and vision. 
Then form your strategy with every step bathed in prayer. This 
pathway can start fresh with an individual person, ministry of the 
church, or the entire church. Quite frankly, without this stage, there 
will be no realization of God’s vision.

While working through this process there are some important 
questions to always be asking your team. What needs to be 
accomplished? Who is responsible? When does it need to be 
done by? If everyone is responsible than nobody is responsible. 
Accountability is key but make sure you also provide training, 
support and encouragement. Strategies can look nice on paper but 
without the right leader in place it probably will never become a 
reality and will continue to only be a dream. Prayerful planning and 
implementation are as much deciding what you will not do as it is 
deciding what you must do. 

The third stage is challenges and trials, they will come 
and you can count on it. How you navigate them can be greatly 
improved if you are mission-directed (what), values-driven (why), 
vision-directed (what), and strategy-accomplished (how). Here 
are four vision dynamics that will help guide you through vision, 
prayerful planning, and the challenges that will come. Make sure it 
is God’s unique vision, through your unique church, in your unique 
community, at this unique time. You can maximize the vitality 
of the Great Commission through spiritual renewal and strategic 
initiative.

Can you recognize which season you are in as an individual and 
as a church? Here are a couple of things to do to help you assess 
and determine your next steps. First, reflect on the season you have 
just come out of whether it is spring, summer, fall or winter. The 
scriptures challenge God’s people to remember where they came 
from. Second, recognize the season you are in right now. Moses 
prayed to recognize the days they were living and to have wisdom 
to know how to live each day intentionally. Last, identify the 
season you are moving towards and plan for that season. Ask for 
God’s grace to live today in order to seize the next season for Him.
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in our hands—evangelizing, 
d i s c ip l i ng  and  s e rv ing . 
This month we gave two 
evangelism presentations 
and two are being discipled. 
Five cells meet in homes 
e v e r y  We d n e s d a y.  T h e 
youth have their  weekly 
meeting on Fridays while 
we adults learn about stewardship. This month’s Sunday 
services challenged us to be better in our priorities, in our 
relationships and in our testimony.

Prayer Needs:
Pray that God opens doors for us so that hearts are 

receptive to the message of the gospel.

RUDY VILLAREAL—
HOMETOWN CHURCH MISSION IN HELOTES  
RVILLARREAL1@GMAIL.COM

W e  a r e  g a i n i n g 
momentum in our church 
plant and are planning a big 
community outreach event 
for St. Patrick’s Day. We 
are going to have bounce 
houses ,  p icklebal l ,  corn 
hole and food. Our goal is 
to reach 50 adults to share 
the gospel and get connected within our community.

Prayer Needs:
Please pray that our church plant continues to gain 

momentum and that we reach people for our event.

CHRIS DRIVER—
WEST TEXAS MULTIPLICATION NETWORK/TEXAS 
MISSIONARY CARE 
CJDRIVER316@GMAIL.COM

Howdy from west Texas! 
This year is off to a great 
start. We officially started 
Oasis Kids on Wednesday 
nights. Our new children’s 
director, Brooke, is doing a 
fabulous job and we had 19 
kiddos this past week. Our 
monthly men’s breakfasts 
continue to grow. We have begun finalizing plans to host 
our first mission team from O’Quinn, Pollok in June. 
We are so excited about what God is doing. It’s going to 
be an amazing year. Thank you for all your support that 
allows us to do what God has called us to do out here in 
west Texas.

Prayer Needs:
New discipleship opportunities in Sundown and 

Whitharral
New connections at SPC
Storage building

PETER OYENIRAN—
PLANTING IN MISSION BEND 
PETEROYENIRAN11@GMAIL.COM

We give God praise for helping us secure a place 
of worship at one of the daycare centers in southwest 

Houston. The team was able 
to gather for worship. Our 
challenge now is that we 
need some materials like 
speakers ,  a  microphone, 
foldable chairs for worship 
and a children’s department. 
Could you help us with any 
of these needs?

TIM ALBA—
THE BRIDGE MISSION IN SEAGOVILLE  
TIMALBA1986@GMAIL.COM

Our church has been on 
track. We do have struggles 
l ike  any  church  bu t  we 
also have amazing stories 
to tel l  when i t  comes to 
God doing powerful things 
through our congregation 
and leadership.  For one, 
o u r  s t r o n g e s t  m i n i s t r y 
currently is our women’s ministry. We have seen multiple 
salvations and baptisms come through that ministry. 
These ladies have done an amazing job sharing Christ 
and promoting our plant through events and outreach. 
We have also been successful in going out on the streets 
and sharing the gospel in the summers at parks and street 
corners where there is a lot of traffic. The amount of 
people we have prayed for and shared the gospel with has 
been astounding. We have taken opportunities to share the 
gospel with people walking in front of our building and 
seen them receive Christ. We have also been successful at 
giving to our community and involving ourselves in city-
wide events so we can promote our church. God has done 
amazing things this year. We are hoping to engage more 
people and challenge our congregation to new heights in 
their walk with Jesus.

Prayer Needs:
Please continue to pray for our plant and that God 

continues to use us in our community.
 

CHRIS MINDI—
ANCHOR AUSTIN MISSION IN LEANDER    
CHRIS.MINDI@BMATS.EDU

A n c h o r ,  A u s t i n  i s 
growing in a sustainable, 
healthy way. These past few 
months have been a great 
blessing to the mission. We 
met new families in town 
who are Indian Christians. 
They share our vision of 
how God is leading Anchor, 
Austin in making disciples who make disciples. We have 
a young man who has been with us for a couple of years 
now, growing in the Lord and maturing in faith. God has 
blessed him in finding a fiance and now they are getting 
married soon. As a church, we are blessed to invest in 
their journey. Another praise is that we were able to 
secure a facility to start our worship services. God is 
blessing us by preparing individuals to see what God is 
doing through Anchor, Austin and supporting it with their 

time, talents and treasure. www.anchoraustin.com
Prayer Needs:
Pray for the start of our Sunday worship services 

beginning this Easter Sunday.
Please pray for laborers, that God would send whom 

he is moving to come and join us in His mission in 
Georgetown.

Please pray for us as leaders in this mission to have 
timely wisdom in making decisions and challenging 
people to be missional.

 
KYLE CHEATHAM—
GRACE CHURCH JARRELL MISSION   
KYLE@GRACEJARRELL.COM

God continues to move 
us forward on this mission! 
Two separate ladies have 
been attending our church 
for several months.. My wife 
and I have been meeting 
with each individually to 
dig into their current place 
spiritually. One is coming 
out of years as a Mormon. Both are hungry for God’s 
Word. One is either very close to saving faith, or else she 
is a baby Christian, and we are seeking to clarify with her 
and move her forward. The other woman is not a believer, 
but clearly seems to be being drawn to Jesus.

Prayer Needs:
Please pray for our church as we cast the vision for 

Oikos groups and events as we lead our people to be more 
intentional evangelistically as they build relationships 
with unchurched people.

ADEREMI BADRU—
LIGHT HOUSE MISSION IN HOUSTON 
REMIBADRU44HOPE@YAHOO.COM

We are grateful to God 
that the Lighthouse of Hope 
For All Nations is growing 
a n d  l e a d e r s  a r e  b e i n g 
trained and identified. We 
are looking forward to our 
public launch March 24, 
but we desperately need to 
rent a bigger space so that 
we can have room for our children’s ministry. We are 
currently trusting God for the provision of funds to rent 
a space and to get some of the equipment that is needed.

Prayer Needs:
Pray for us that God will send us the help needed to 

rent a new space for worship as we look forward to our 
public launch, and also that God will give us wisdom to 
reach the unreached in our community.

Heith Mitchell is the director of BMA of Texas Missions. 
Contact him at P.O. Box 73, Waxahachie, Texas 75168, 
972-923-0757 or hmitchell@bmatexas.org. For more 
information, visit www.bmatexasmissions.org.

▲ Aderemi Badru

▲ Peter Oyeniran

▲ Kyle Cheatham

BMA Texas Missions cont.

▲ Timothy Alba 

▲ Chris Mindi

▲ Chris Driver

▲ Rudy Villareal

▲ Jamie Henriquez
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ReFresh
ReFresh will be presented by Larry Barker, vice president of church strategy and training for the BMA of 
America. Topics will include the following:

1. Personal Revitalization
2. Traps To Avoid
3. Maintaining Your Passion
4. Leading Revitalization
5. Time Management

When: May 7, 2024
Where: BMA of Texas Office Building, 
located at 632 Farley Street, Waxahachie, TX 75165
Time: 10am - 3pm 

The Preaching Lab: 
The Theory and Practice of Illustrations and Application
The Preaching Lab will be presented by Clif Johnson, host of The Preaching Lab Podcast and pastor of Garrett 
Memorial Baptist Church in Hope, Arkansas. We all know that telling stories is not preaching, but sometimes 
preaching includes telling stories. And we also know that application grounded in a grammatical, redemptive-
historical understanding of the meaning of the text is unhealthy preaching. In this seminar we will seek to 
sharpen these two tools that help build a biblical sermon. 

When: August 13, 2024
Where: TBD
Time: 10am - 3pm

Register for these workshops at baptistprogress.org. 
Click the “Resources” tab and then “Upcoming Workshops.”


