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from the president

▲ Clif Johnson 74th Annual BMA of America National Meeting
April 25-27, 2023 • Conway, Ark.

Tuesday Morning, April 25
9:00 a.m. 	BMA Global Ministry Center open for tours 
	 (611 Locust St.)

Tuesday Evening, April 25
6:00 p.m. 	Worship Antioch Baptist Church (150 Amity Rd.)
	 Antioch Worship Band
	 President Dr. Clif Johnson

7:30 p.m. 	 Meet Your Missionaries Fellowship Time 
	 Antioch Baptist Church

8:45 p.m. 	 Close

Wednesday Morning, April 26
7:30 a.m. 	 Breakfast provided by 
	 CBC Central Baptist College (1501 College Ave.)

8:00 a.m. 	New BMA Pastors’ Orientation Central Baptist College

9:00 a.m. 	WMA Meeting Central Baptist College

9:00 a.m. 	Brotherhood Meeting 
	 Antioch Baptist Church (150 Amity Rd.)

9:30 a.m. 	Pastors’ Conference Antioch Baptist Church
	    The Leadership Imperative, Dr. Steve Crawley
	    Preventing Abuse and Protecting Your 
	    Church, Brotherhood Mutual
	    Helping Members with Mental Health Needs, Lee Poe
	    Leading for Growth, Pastor Bill Eliff
	    Spanish Speakers Breakout, Elvis Garcia

10:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m. 	
	 BMA Global Ministry Center Tours (611 Locust St.)

12:00 p.m.	State and Local Leaders Lunch 
	 BMA Global Ministry Center

Wednesday Afternoon, April 26
1:30 p.m. 	 Worship — Pastor David McMurray 
	 Antioch Baptist Church (150 Amity Rd.)

3:00 p.m. 	Legacy Missionary Service 		
	 Antioch Baptist Church (150 Amity Rd.)
	 Introduction of New BMA Missionaries

Wednesday Evening, April 26
6:00 p.m. 	BMA Dinner on the Ground Conway Expo Center 
	 (1505 E. Oak St.)

8:30 p.m. 	Close

Thursday Morning, April 27
8:30 a.m. 	 BMA Department Reports Antioch Baptist Church 
	 (150 Amity Rd.)
12:00 p.m. Close of National Meeting

It’s time to make your room reservations for the 
2023 BMA of America Meeting

Please make your reservations early. Call the local hotel directly or 
click the link to make your reservations. Identify that you are with 
the BMA National Meeting and that you are booking reservations 
in the BMA block of rooms. Discount pricing is only valid for 
reservations made through March 25. 

2023 National Meeting Hotels: 
Holiday Inn Express  

501-205-1315 
$94

Hampton Inn by Hilton 
501-327-0200 

$104
Courtyard Marriott 

501-358-3300 
$114 

Hilton Garden Inn 
501-329-1444 

$119 
Home2 Suites by Hilton 

501-504-2602 
$124

I am overjoyed to invite all of our BMA churches 

to Antioch Baptist Church in Conway, Arkansas, for 

the 74th Annual BMA National Conference April 25-

27 (Tuesday through Thursday). We are an association 

of churches who have banded together to fulfill our 

Lord’s Great Commission. We are churches who GO to 

the WORLD, with THE WORD and we GO TOGETHER. 

With that in mind, on Tuesday night, for our 

opening session, we will be thinking along the theme 

of Go to the Word, and the need to be a strong doctrinal people. On Wednesday 

afternoon, Bro. David McMurray, pastor of Blackwood Baptist Church in New 

Jersey, will be preaching on the theme of Go to the World—our commission as 

churches. That evening will be a special night where Bro. Buddy Johnson will 

address our churches on the theme of Go Together, emphasizing how we fulfill 

the commission as an association. 

These three biblical commands will guide our worship services throughout 

the week, along with breakout sessions addressing real-world problems and the 

Bible’s guidance and answers to them, such as mental health in our membership, 

addressing sexual abuse within the church, and leadership in the church.

One feature that is certain to set this year’s meeting apart will be our Missionary 

Dinner on the Grounds to be held at the Conway Expo Center Wednesday night. 

All are invited to attend this landmark evening where you will be able to meet 

each of our missionaries. You can register for this dinner at https://bmaamerica.

org/nationalmeeting. (All dinner reservations must be made by April 1.) 

Additionally, we will be hosting a new pastor’s orientation, as well as a call-

to-action meeting for all of our state and local associational officers to be held at 

Central Baptist College on Wednesday.

This association of churches is YOUR association. So let us gather together 

with great joy as we celebrate all that God has done through her, and let us also 

come prepared to strengthen our bonds even more as we GO!

Clif Johnson

Baptist Missionary Association of America

President
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By JERRY FULTON

Thank you Liberty and Harmony Associations

▲ Jerry Fulton

One of my goals for 2023 is to visit pastors and local 
associations each month. The first month of the year has 
started off great as I have been privileged to speak at a rally for 
Baptist Progress, hosted by the Liberty Association as well as 
a quarterly meeting of the Harmony Association. I have good 
friends and supporters of our ministry in both associations. The 
shockingly, generous offering presented to Baptist Progress by 
the Liberty Association is very much appreciated. 

If you would like for me to speak or just visit with your 
local association about Baptist Progress, the Baptist Missionary 
Loan Association or the Baptist Missionary Association of 
Texas, please email me at editor@baptistprogress.org or call 
972-923-0756.

EXCITED ABOUT BMAA MEETING IN CONWAY
I am incredibly excited about the 2023 BMAA Meeting in 

Conway this April. Last year’s meeting was the best and most 
encouraging I have attended since I began vocational ministry 
in 1993. I have long thought that the conference ministry staff 
should be placed in charge of planning our national meetings 
and I am so glad to see that has come to fruition. They are 
professionals in this area with a lot more experience than most 
of the rest of us. 

The move toward a more conference-focused than business-
focused type meeting is essential if our association is going 
to attract younger pastors and attendees to our meetings. 
To schedule all BMA missionaries to be present at the 2023 
meeting was an almost impossible task. Think of how great it 
will be to meet them in person instead of just reading about 
them and their work. 

I appreciate Donny Parrish and his staff as well as the 
officers of the BMA of America for the efforts they have 
put forth in making our national meetings more relevant and 
encouraging for those who attend. 

Plans are also in the works to bring some much-needed 
changes to our BMA of Texas Meetings as well. Change comes 

eas ier  for  some than others ,  but 
change is sometimes needed, and I 
believe change is needed where our 
meetings are concerned.

Le t ’s  be  hones t !  We Bap t i s t s 
have  “commit teed”  ourse lves  to 
near death and placed way too much 
emphasis on policies, procedures and 
Robert’s Rules of Order than has 
been necessary over the years. By the 
way, who is “Robert” anyway? Does 
anyone really care? 

What we have done reminds me of 
a story I came across years ago about 
a fishing club. The fishing club met 
regularly to discuss fishing, the best boats, lures, rods and reels 
for fishing, elected all of their “necessary” officers and by all 
means did everything according to parliamentary procedure. 
The problem is, they never got around to fishing. 

We were not created to conduct business, but to worship 
our God and carry out the Great Commission of our Lord 
Jesus Christ. While conducting some business along the way 
is necessary, business should never be our primary focus 
as churches of the Lord Jesus Christ, even if we sometimes 
disguise it as “the Lord’s business,” when it is most often 
simply the traditions of man.

I’m also reminded of the time when I pastored a church in 
east Texas. Less people showed up for the church’s business 
meetings than they did for worship. One member made a 
derogatory comment that it was sad that more people didn’t 
show up for business meetings. I quickly told him that I’d 
rather people show up for worship than business any day.

Thanks to Donny and his staff and to the BMAA officers for 
the great lineup you have planned for our meeting in Conway!  
Great job!

I hope to see everyone there!
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By CHARLES JOHNSON
Pastor of Rosewood, Gilmer

The BMA of Texas is hosting the 2023 BMA of Texas 
Pastors Conference at Round Prairie, Fairfield Feb. 27-28. 
See the complete schedule below:

MONDAY, FEB. 27:
5:30 p.m. Dinner onsite
6:30 p.m. Worship
7:00 p.m. Message - Donny Parrish
7:35 p.m. Worship
7:45 p.m. Message - Bryan Atwood
8:30 p.m. Dismiss

TUESDAY, FEB. 28:
8:30 a.m. Coffee and Fellowship
9:30 a.m. Worship
10:00 a.m. Message - Grady Cashion
10:45 a.m. Worship
11:00 a.m. Message - Chris George
11:45 a.m. Lunch offsite
1:30 p.m. Worship
2:00 p.m. Message - Elvis Garcia
2:45 p.m. Dismiss
5:30 p.m. Dinner onsite
6:30 p.m. Worship
7:00 p.m. Bryan Atwood
7:35 p.m. Worship
7:45 p.m. Message - Todd West
8:30 p.m. Dismiss

BMA of Texas Pastors Conference

Liberty BMA held a rally for Baptist Progress at 
Concord, Gilmer Jan. 12. There were 13 churches 
represented and a total attendance of 52. Concord’s 
pastor, Clay Potter, welcomed the messengers and 
guests and read from Psalm 26.

Liberty moderator Billy Byrd presided over the 
business session.  The association approved a “March 
Missions Madness” conference to be held at Rosewood 
Baptis t  Church March 4,  2023.  The meeting wil l 
highlight Hispanic state missions and will feature 
four of the BMA of Texas Hispanic church planters. 
Following the morning service, a lunch will be served. 
All are invited to attend.

The special guest speaker for the service was Baptist 

Liberty Association hosts first rally for Baptist Progress

Progress  Director/Editor Jerry Fulton. He reported 
on the minis t ry  of  “ the informing and equipping 
ministry of the BMA of Texas.” He announced Ministry 
Connection workshops will be sponsored this year 
by Baptist Progress on the subjects of discipleship, 
interim pastoral ministry and sermon development for 
preachers.

Bro. Fulton brought an inspiring message from 
God’s Word. A generous offering was received from the 
churches for the ministry of Baptist Progress. Baptist 
Progress  trustee Thomas Ayres extended a hand of 
appreciation to Bro. Fulton for his message and report. 
Other trustees at the meeting were Eddie Ballard and 
Wayne McKay.

Following the service, the host church served a 
delicious buffet meal in the fellowship hall. The next 
Liberty Association meeting will be at Cross Roads, 
Pittsburg at 7 p.m. March 16. This will be a rally for 
Texas Baptist Home for Children with TBHC President 
Jason Curry as the featured speaker.



4 | February 2023

T h e  t r u s t e e s  o f 
Jacksonvi l le  Col lege wish 
to communicate our plans in 
regards to the vacancy of a 
permanent replacement for 
our college president. Dr. Joe 
Lightner gave his resignation 
Oct. 28, 2022. The trustees 
met in emergency session and 
unanimously elevated college 
vice president Dr. John Mann 
as interim president, and he 
continues to serve faithfully 
in this position.

D r .  M a n n  r e m a i n s 
committed to openly and transparently expressing the 
status of our college. He has done this with timely 
articles in Baptist Progress, visiting several of our 
churches and local associations and providing full 
disclosure of pertinent information to the trustees in 
both pre and post-trustee meeting times.

Our last trustee meeting was Jan. 19, 2023. We 
received some encouraging information as follows: full-
time equivalent students are near the same as a year ago 
(411); there has been a $28,000+ surplus of income over 
expenses through the first eleven months of 2022; the 
chapel building repairs have been performed to make 
it possible to host the 2023 homecoming; a renewed 
spiritual emphasis of sharing the gospel especially with 
international students is being experienced; and other 
signs of a positive educational atmosphere among both 
students and college staff are a reality.

The trustees have established a search committee 
for filling the presidential vacancy. This group consists 
of  Dwayne Orr,  chairman;  Robert  Fannet te ,  v ice 
chairman; David Parrish, board secretary; Wes Pratt, 
assistant secretary and Charles Johnson, BMA of Texas 
representative. Ronnie Yarber, SBTC representative, 
also serves on this subcommittee in an advisory (but 
non-voting) role.

Since the college climate has stabilized under the 
current interim administration, the trustees feel there 
is no immediate rush to fill the vacancy. Plans are for 
the search committee to make a recommendation to the 
trustees at our next meeting on May 4, 2023 as to the 
next steps to take in filling the office of president. We 
plan to bathe this task in immense prayer for the Lord 
to lead our decisions with divine guidance. We earnestly 
desire the prayers of our churches and supporters for 
godly wisdom and discernment in this strategic matter.  

Jacksonville College 
trustees form search 
committee for new 
president
By CHARLES JOHNSON
Jacksonville College Trustee and Representative 
for BMA of Texas Coordinating Committee

▲ Charles Johnson
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By JASON CURRY

Jason Curry is the president of the Texas Baptist 
Home for Children. Contact him 629 Farley St, 
Waxahachie, Texas 75165, 972-937-1321 or jcurry@
tbhc.org. For more information, visit www.tbhc.org.

I’m just sayin’

An expression of everlasting love
Many of our friends choose to honor or remember a 
family member, a friend, or an associate with a gift for 
the children of the Baptist Home. Texas Baptist Home for 
Children, in turn, notifies the appropriate person. Listed 
in capital letters are those honored or remembered from 
Jan 1-31, 2023. 

ENDOWMENTS

MYRA STOKES: Bill Stokes 

HONORARIUMS

RICKY & CANDY THOMPSON: Duane & Charlotte Turner

MARGIE MCVAY: Mr. & Mrs. Pat Patterson

KATI GARRETT: Shanon Atchenson

MEMORIALS

CLYDE E. KING: Thomas & Denise Turner 

BETTY JONES: Temple Baptist Church

BRENDA SHINN: Andy & Nell McCuistion

BUDDY & LULU HAZELL: Cheryl Briscoe

DARON LOWE: Weldon & Lana Sparks

DOROTHY SEXTON: Thomas Jeter 

ED & LOIS BRUMMETT: Mr. & Mrs. Pat Patterson

GERALD ORR: Andy & Nell McCuistion

JEAN WARNER: Harmony Baptist Church; Wes & Tiffany 

Chandler; Terry & Susan Chandler; Nash & Melissa 

Chandler; Bob & Joann Barton

LARRY & ROSELEN BOBO: James Bobo

LONNIE & TENNIE KING: Thomas & Denise Turner 

MR. &B MRS. ALVY COLLINS: Tom & Sharon Tolar 

SCOTTY HOLMES: First Baptist Church Friendship 

Sunday School Class, Carthage 

VIOLET DAVIS: Jimmy & Carla Shipp; Leon & Priscilla 

McCauley 

PATRICIA JONES WILSON: Victoria Wilson; La Tessa 

Rogers

JEAN KANE: Jo Dodson, Linda Dodson, Brenda Davidson, 

& Lainey West 

LOVITA OUIMET: James Ouimet 

EDDIE S BYRD: Darinda Medcalf 

MARILYN BUCKLEY: Tina McKnight 

Compassion is a word rich in meaning. I would define 
compassion as an expression of an inward conviction that 
manifests (another great word) into actions taken. Many 
things can create feelings of pity for the needs around you. I 
have shared that I feel pity for animals when they are shown 
on television, but I am not moved to act on their behalf. 
Because I know that there are significant needs that require 
my resources and help more. But we can get locked into that 
mindset to the point that we convince ourselves to fail to act 
at all. 

Knowing we should do something does not always mean 
we will do it. Case in point, James reminds us that “Pure and 
undefiled religion before God and the Father is this: to visit 
orphans and widows in their trouble, and to keep oneself 
unspotted from the world” (James 1:27 NKJV). Yet not all 
believers will do or have done much to create transformation 
and obey this simple statement of what God sees as true 
religion. One of our newest ministries is giving compassion a 
name and place. 

TBHC Compassionate Hope is now a part of our ministry. 
An international ministry started by Mrs. Joanna Noggle and 

her late husband, Russ, serving kids on the other side of the 
world. Our impact on continuing this ministry and growing 
its impact will depend on the continued support and added 
support of others to give. You can read one of Ms. Joanna's 
blogs by following the QR code below. This incredible part 
of our ministry will require courage to change in the future. 

TBHC has incredible plans to reach more kids worldwide 
and here at home. When we look backward, there are so 
many times that the actions of those in the past were needed 
to make our present possible. C.B. Stanley took leadership 
of an orphanage and transformed it into group housing. 
The needs of the children served dictated the changes made 
then. Changes will happen as we continue to walk into the 
future, because TBHC will stay committed to moving in 
compassion. Compassion to do whatever it takes to help kids 
heal after trauma today. 

You can join us in our mission of accomplishing 
compassionate work today. By helping offer stability that 
can impact until Jesus comes. What are you giving toward 
today? Do they reflect your values? Do they move you? God 
moves us to compassion and is the only one who dictates our 
giving in life. Let me ask you to consider that if giving is a 
part of your passion today, should it also be part of your final 
testimony?

Contact us if you have any 
questions about giving until 
Jesus comes, and we can help 
you make TBHC a part of 
your final testimony. Thanks 
for giving kids a chance for 
hope! I’m just sayin’.
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By HEITH MITCHELL

A word from your Missions Office

BMA TEXAS MISSION continued on p.9

Your Texas Missions just came through our annual audits. 
They reveal several exciting truths.

•	 You are providing more missionary care than ever before. 
You are also financially caring for more missionaries 
than ever before. God continues to bless and grow the 
BMA of Texas through Texas Missions.

•	 You are faithful and generous to missionaries. You 
faithfully provide for the salaries and care of your 
missionaries by giving to the general fund of your Texas 
Missions. Their salaries continue to be provided from 
general fund giving.  You also give generously to the 
work of each mission through designated resource funds.

•	 God continues to bless and provide for the stewardship 
of your Texas Missions. This year 91 percent of your 
giving went to missionary care and only 9 percent to 
general and administrative expenses. This is a very good 
percentage for a non-profit.

•	 God continues to provide for church planting by 
churches leaving property as an investment in disciple 
making through new churches.  

We are thankful for you and grateful to serve you, BMA 
of Texas Family.

A word from your missionaries
ISAIAS MARTINEZ—
CONROE MISSION   
ISAIASMJ1966@GMAIL.COM

Many thanks to the churches of 
the BMA for having us as part of this 
great family and for preparing us in 
the multiplication workshops to be 
more effective in our work.

Prayer Needs: Pray for four men 
who have accepted Christ and are in 
discipleship.

   

TIM ALBA—
THE BRIDGE IN SEAGOVILLE   
TIMALBA1986@GMAIL.COM

This month has been crazy. I know God is at work when 
you see God turn two proud souls to Himself. We saw two 
gentlemen come to Christ this month. They were both a 
miracle. A husband and a long term addict changed their 

lives over the past week. It is 
amazing when you see God 
do amazing things.

Prayer Needs:
Pray that God fulfills the 

plans we have this year. If 
not our plan, then His plan 
that will bring growth to 
our people and leaders. God 
bless!!!

PETER OYENIRAN—
PLANTING IN MISSION BEND 
PETEROYENIRAN11@GMAIL.COM

Jesus the same yesterday, today and forever more.
Prayer Needs: Lord Jesus, pour out your Spirit on all 

flesh for the salvation of souls.

CESAR LEAL—
NEW MISSION IN SAN ANTONIO  
CESARLEAL2002@YAHOO.COM

A l t h o u g h  w e  h a v e  m a n y 
expectations for the new year, I 
believe that God will do great things 
in each of us and the ministry He 
has placed in our hands. It is an 
opportunity to make known the great 
and powerful God Who is full of 
love and mercy. His purpose will be 
fulfilled in those who seek Him from 
the heart.

Prayer Needs: I continue to ask for prayer for my children 
and grandchildren in this process of entering this country.

  
JAIME HENRIQUEZ—
FUENTE DE VIDA ETERNA 
MISSION, HOUSTON  
DA I R YJ E N Y @ YA H O O.
COM

G r e e t i n g s  t o  a l l  t h e 
churches of the BMA of 
Texas. Thank you for your 
prayers and support towards 
this church. The state of our 

church is strong. We continue to strive to magnify the 
Kingdom of God everywhere and take the   opportunity the 
Lord gives us to share the good news with the lost. Our 5 cell 
groups are strong and are being equipped to witness,  win 
souls and be discipled.

Prayer Needs: May God open doors for us so that the 
gospel may be received into fruitful hearts.

CHRIS DRIVER— 
WEST TEXAS MULTIPLICATION NETWORK/
TEXAS MISSIONARY CARE  
CJDRIVER316@GMAIL.COM

Howdy from West Texas! We 
started this journey with a heart to 
reach the lost and those far from 
God. As I looked out at the 27 people 
gathered to worship a few weeks 
ago, almost all of them had been 
out of church or had never been to 
church at all before being invited 
into our fellowship by someone 
from Oasis. To add to the excitement, among the few that 
had been in church before were my friend, Shane, and his 
wife, Davina. They had traveled in from a neighboring town 
of Lamesa. Why? We are working with them to plant Safe 
Harbor Fellowship in Lamesa. Thank you for supporting us 
as we follow Christ into the lives of the people of Levelland 
and west Texas! God is moving and I stand amazed!

Prayer Needs:
Shane and Davina Carter in Lamesa
Connection with SPC
Open doors for the gospel
Leadership development
New groups forming

FIDEL TORRES—
PLANTING IN DENTON   
FIDTOL@MSN.COM

God continues to bless us 
and God has granted us one 
more person for His Kingdom. 
We already feel more adapted 
to this great city.

JOSE TORRES—
TYLER HISPANIC MISSION   

We are so happy to have 
had yet another baptism this 
month and are very thankful 
to Pine Brook, Tyler for loving 
on us by celebrating with 
us this very special moment 
and allowing us to use their 
facilities for the baptism and 
fellowship afterwards.

▲ Isaias Martinez  

▲ Timothy Alba 

▲ Cesar Leal

▲ Jamie Henriquez

▲ Chris Driver

▲ Fidel Torres

▲ Jose Torres  
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By PAUL GAUNTT
Baptist Progress Correspondent

Once considered a rather rural area where the First Baptist 
Church of New Caney built in 1953, is now a high traffic, urban 
area on what is now the corner of Farm-to-Market 1485 and the 
new 69 Corridor, on the northern edge of Houston. 

Today, the church is overwhelmingly landlocked on about three 
acres of property with only one entrance drive, making it difficult 
to enter and virtually impossible to adequately plan for the future.

P a s t o r  J o n a t h a n 
Fitzgerald and wife, 
Donna, have ministered 
to the church for the past 
23 years, and are making 
plans for a relocation. 

“When two floods 
hit in 2019, we decided 
we needed to go in a 
new direction,” said 
Fitzgerald. “A committee 
was formed to study 
whether it was feasible 
to invest some $2 million 
for a plan to prevent 
flooding here as opposed 
to the cost of relocating, so we decided it was more feasible 
financially to just relocate because there was no sure method to 
prevent flooding here (in the old location).” 

The church then formed a committee to look into relocation. 
Of course, the price of land was exorbitant, with land going for a 
million dollars an acre. 

But the pastor said the church found a great opportunity to 
relocate to Porter’s Mill, a new subdivision located about five 
miles west of the original church and a subdivision, which had no 
church within five miles in any direction.  

“The Lord opened up the opportunity at Porter’s Mill on a 
corner lot in the second entrance of the subdivision for nearly five 
acres, and the seller agreed to sell it to us for $800,000 — so it was 
definitely a God thing!”  

Fitzgerald said First Baptist would close on the property Feb. 
15, and the buyer of the old church facilities would lease the 
property back to them for $10 a month, which he acknowledged 
was “another God thing.”  

In the meantime, the congregation will have to find a temporary 
place to meet because it will take at least another year to get the 
new facility completed. The church presently is sandwiched 
between businesses, and there are hardly any homes there, so the 
church has focused all her outreach efforts at Porter’s Mill.  

“Our church will be located right on the edge of New Caney, 
but since we will still be in New Caney, we will be able to keep the 
same name,” the pastor said, noting that the church has been doing 
major events in the Porter’s Mill area including Easter events, a 
back-to-school bash, and a big fall festival.”  

The home owners’ association in the Porter’s Mill area does 
not allow outside people to come in and do events and ministries 
but Fitzgerald said God has also worked that issue out. 

“Because we have built a relationship with one of the builders 
and he’s given us permission to have events in a vacant lot beside 
his sales office, we are able to do our functions, since we’re really 
not on the subdivision’s property but on the builder’s property,” 
Fitzgerald said. 

The congregation has been very well received in the 

When God relocates a church — First Baptist Church of New Caney

▲ Pastor Jonathan and Donna 
Fitzgerald 

subdivision. The church’s property, being connected to the 
subdivision, has allowed them to tie into the water and sewer for a 
fee, without having to pay an enormous price — yet another God 
thing. 

“It just seems like God just put everything together and said 
‘This is where I want the church, so this is what we’re working 
toward,” Fitzgerald said. 

FBC, New Caney has discovered more “God things” in their 
quest to relocate. Two more subdivisions are being constructed, 
giving the church even more area to reach for Christ, and there is 
no other group really reaching out to them. 

The projected building will be rather small — seating around 
200 and they are praying for, and are confident the Lord will 
provide them with the $2.2 million necessary to build.  

The pastor is elated at how the relocation plans have affected 
the spirit of the church. Although they have not actually pulled 
people out of Porter’s Mill as of yet, they have made many 
connections with the community, and the demographics of the 
church have totally shifted in the past year.  

“Last year, we were mainly senior adults, and how it has 
shifted to where we now have a well-blended congregation (of all 
ages),” he said.

Another great “shot in the arm” for First Baptist was the 
merging of The Church at Valley Ranch, which was a church plant 
of BMA of Texas Missions, started by missionary Gary Southard.  

“They merged with us back in October, 2022. They couldn’t 

find a pastor, and things just didn’t seem to be working out for 
them,” said Fitzgerald. “And that worked out with perfect timing 
because we just lost our worship leader, so their worship man just 
came right in and basically took the music ministry.”

FBC had always sung hymns, but began about a year and a 
half ago working into a blended service. Although changing music 
styles creates a little conflict, the church had many senior adults 
who felt strongly that a blended service would help reach younger 
people.

The pastor noted the great excitement in the church largely due 
to the eminent move to a new location. 

“When we go out on Saturdays for an event, we pass out flyers 
and reach out to the people,” Fitzgerald said. “We have people 
in their 80’s who are helping. We’ve had 8 to 10 people who 
have been saved in the past six months, and we have had many 
more to join, as well as many other people we’ve picked up. A 
couple started coming because their daughter and son-in-law got 
baptized. So, we’ve picked up many just like that.”  

The church is trusting God for the funding for the new 
building. In December, the church received a $25,000 donation, 
and at other times, they have received lump sums in the amounts 
of $50,000, $25,000 and $10,000.

The church is retaining a part of their history by mounting the 
old bell in a tower at the new location.

“We’re hoping God will just open the windows of Heaven,” 
the pastor said.

▲ Plans for interior of new church building

▲ Plans for exterior of new church building
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Chaplain (Colonel) Kevin Guthrie, a BMA chaplain, 
former BMA of Texas pastor and 2003 graduate of the 
BMA Seminary, was recently awarded “The Order of 
Martin of Tours” medal, a prestigious U.S. Army Chaplain 
Corps regimental award during the 2022 Religious Leader 
Symposium in Southbridge, Massachusetts.  Chaplain Guthrie 
was awarded for “Demonstrating the highest standards of 
integrity and moral character, displayed an outstanding 
degree of professional competence, selflessly served soldiers 
and families, and contributed to the promotion of the Army 
Chaplaincy.”  

“I’ve learned from my service in the Army, that the 
success of individuals is due to the many team members who 
support them,” stated Chaplain Guthrie. “I’ve been incredibly 
blessed through the years to have served on so many great 
teams that were singularly focused on the mission as well as 
taking care of their people, along with the great support of 
chaplain assistants who serve with absolute commitment to 
the Army. It has been my honor to be able to influence the 
shaping of the Army to become more receptive to religious 
freedoms and religious expression among our military service 
members.”

Chaplain Guthrie went on to say, “Chaplains represent 
two professions, the profession of arms as a military officer 
and the profession of the clergy. While chaplains minister 
to the chapel congregants, they also minister to people at 
their job sites, whether on post or on a patrol in combat. The 
responsibility of advisement to our commanders regarding 
religious matters, is part of our professional duties, as well as 
the mentorship of many young chaplains. Lastly, our acumen 
is tested daily as we navigate the bureaucracy of the largest 
employer in the world.”

Chaplain Guthrie is scheduled to retire from active duty 
on Nov. 1, 2023 after serving over 36 years in the Army, 
with the last 20 years as a military chaplain representing the 
Baptist Missionary Association of America. Guthrie noted, 
“A chaplain’s primary job is to nurture the living, care for the 
wounded, and honor the fallen. Our day-to-day jobs insert us 
directly into the lives of soldiers and army civilians who are 
giving everything they have to ensure the United States stays 
protected from our enemies.”  He continued, “As chaplains, 
we are honored and privileged to be able to serve the best our 
nation has to honor…our soldiers and their families. We meet 
people where they live and work, when they are at their best 
or at their worst during life’s most important events.” 

Chaplain Guthrie is now assigned to the United States 
Army Materiel Command as the Command Chaplain. The 
Army Materiel Command consists of 190,000 soldiers and 

army civilians who ensure materiel readiness for a globally 
dominant land force. The Army Materiel Command oversees 
10 major subordinate commands across the global Army 
footprint, including city management-like services of 73 
Army garrisons, contracting services for the Army, financial 
management for the Army, foreign military sales, supply for 
all soldiers, aviation and missile maintenance and resupply, 
electronics and communication across the U.S. Armed 
Forces, bomb and ammunition production and storage for 
all U.S. Armed Forces, global distribution service over land 
and by sea implementing more ships than the Navy, and 
production and maintenance of ground combat systems for 
the U.S. Army.

The Order of Martin of Tours medal that Chaplain 
Guthrie was recently awarded, is titled in honor of a soldier’s 
religious experience. Martin of Tours was the Roman soldier 
who served in the fourth century and was stationed in Gaul, 
now modern day France. One winter, he encountered a 
beggar outside of the city gates and although Martin did not 
have coins to give him, he cut his wool cape in half and gave 
it to the beggar. That night in a dream, Jesus, wrapped in the 
same cloak, appeared to Martin. 

Today, the remaining half of Martin’s cape is enshrined for 
protection in memory of that selfless act. In Latin, the word 
for cape is ‘capella’ and from it is where the military chaplain 
derives their title and where we also get the word for our 
military chapels.

Chaplain Guthrie awarded 
“The Order of Martin of Tours” medal
By BMA OF AMERICA CHAPLAINCY

Hello friends! I am excited to announce that you can now 
order curriculum for the spring Sunday school quarter. The 
quarter begins Sunday, March 5 and ends Sunday, May 28. 

This edition of the Baptist Expositor will provide a verse-
by-verse study of 2 Peter. Dr. Philip Attebery and Dr. David 
Hellwig wrote the study. Dr. Attebery serves as the dean of 
BMA Seminary and is currently serving as interim pastor 
of Calvary, Fairfield. Dr. Hellwig is the New Testament and 
Greek professor for BMA Seminary and serves as pastor of 
First, New Summerfield.

The aim of this study is to stir learners to remember their 
need to grow in grace and knowledge and to have confidence 
in the Word of God when faced with false teaching and 
scoffing in the last days.

We have made improvements to our Student Notes 
curriculum pack for 7th-12th grade students. This is a 
download and print file designed to be used alongside the 
Baptist Expositor leader book. It is on sale for only $5. Once 
purchased, you can print as many copies as needed. 

Finally, all of our children’s curriculum (age 2 through 6th 
grade) is available. We offer all of our children’s books in 
printed, physical books. No longer do churches have to worry 
about downloading and printing  children’s curriculum.

To order: Visit baptistpublishinghouse.com or call 800-
333-1442.

By JORDAN M. TEW
Baptist Publishing House Executive Director

Spring Sunday School 
Preview

▲ Pictured are the U.S. Army Chief of Chaplains, Major General 
Solhjem presenting the Order of Martin of Tours award to 
BMAA endorsed chaplain, Colonel Kevin Guthrie
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Christian problems in America in the 21st Century are: 1) 
Humanism, 2) Political correctness, 3) Atheism, 4) Darwinism, 
5) W.O.K.E., 6) Critical Race C.R.T., 7) Black Lives Matter, 8) 
Gay Rights, 9) Open Drug Use, etc.

We believe America stands at a moral crossroad—a juncture 
that will define the future of this country.  Christians are openly 
scorned and ridiculed by the media. When was the last time 
you saw a believer in Jesus Christ favorably portrayed by the 
entertainment industry?

Do you recall a single recent occasion when Christian 
virtues such as abstinence or marital faithfulness were treated 
respectfully by any major media outlet?

A past cover article of Newsweek featured the image of 
the Bible, with this headline: “The Religious Case for Gay 
Marriage.” It denied the plain teaching of scripture that 
homosexuality is sin, and termed the authoritative truth of 
the scripture (and we who adhere to it) as the “worst kind of 
fundamentalism.” 

On the judicial front, our courts continue to grow increasingly 
hostile to any public expression of Christian faith. Public 
schools, funded with the tax dollars of millions of Christians, 
make it difficult for Christian students to exercise their freedom 
of religion while accommodating and openly tolerating the 
belief system of other religions.

1. We begin with prayer and repentance. We first examine 
ourselves and come to the Lord in true humility. “If My people 
who are called by My name will humble themselves, and pray 
and seek My face, and turn from their wicked ways, then I will 
hear from heaven, and will forgive their sin and heal their land” 
(2 Chronicles 7:14).  “We are God’s people, and since He is holy 
we are to be holy as well” (Franklin Graham).

2. We must respectfully engage those in our circles of 
influence with the truth of the Gospel.  “But in your hearts 
set apart Christ as Lord. Always be prepared to give an answer 
to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope that 
you have. But do this with gentleness and respect, keeping a 
clear conscience, so that those who speak maliciously against 
your good behavior in Christ may be ashamed of their slander” 
(1 Peter 3:15-16).  Christians should never resort to the divisive, 
hostile behavior often employed by those who demean our faith. 
We speak the truth in love.

3. While respectful, we nevertheless must be bold in our 
faith. This is not the time to be ashamed of our faith, but to 
boldly confess Jesus Christ as Lord. That’s why, with every 
opportunity we are given, we clearly articulate the Gospel 
message. I will never shrink back from proclaiming Jesus Christ 
as the only Name by which men can be saved (Acts 4:12), and 
I will stand by those who are courageously standing up for their 
faith in Christ in their neighborhoods, in their schools and in the 
halls of political power. I believe the Bible stories of bold men 
and women will challenge and inspire us to take a strong stand 
for Christ in your world.

With God’s help, we can make a difference. We must make 
a difference!

America 2023

Dr. John M. Adams is the executive director of 
BMAA Moral Action. Contact him at Moral Action 
-BMA of America, P.O. Box  305, Mantachie, 
Mississippi 38855 or visit  www.macbma.net for 
more information.

By JOHN M. ADAMS, D.MIN.

The Master's Builders met for their annual retreat 
at Daniel Springs Camp in Gary Jan.17. Three days of 
fellowship, fun, food and rest were enjoyed. There were 13 
couples and 1 single guy who were able to attend this year. 
Thank you to Jason Prewitt and Morgan Standifer for making 
sure everyone had all that was needed. 

While there, the group’s annual business meeting was 

conducted and possible upcoming jobs for 2023 were 
discussed. There are plans to start work around the first week 
of March.

Any questions about The Master's Builders ministry or 
inquiries if a church has building needs, may be directed to 
Mike Green at 972-935-3877, David Axe at 903-918-0720 or 
Eddie Sikes at 479-462-1675.

By NELDA MALONE
The Master’s Builders Reporter

The Master’s Builders go to camp

Prayer Needs:
Please continue to pray for those in our groups who 

have not been baptized. We have a handful who need to be 
baptized.

RUDY VILLAREAL—
HOMETOWN CHURCH IN SAN ANTONIO   
ROBLESGUADALUPE51@GMAIL.COM

We are so grateful  to 
you as you partner with us 
to share the gospel with our 
community. Real discipleship 
is going on in our midst. We 
started a Bible study for the 
military community this last 
month and we met a gentleman 
named Maxwell. He said after 
our Bible study that he felt challenged to evaluate his life and 
follow Jesus' call to make disciples. Micah who is a linguist 
for the Air Force is already attempting to make real attempts 
to disciple others. In our Thursday morning coffee shop time, 
we had an opportunity to share the gospel with a group of 
ladies. One was curious about the topic of "Atonement," that 
I had mentioned. I explained the doctrine of substitutionary 

atonement and how we can be secure in our salvation, 
because we have a great Savior who secured our salvation at 
the cross and is our risen Lord. She was excited about hearing 
this and so were the other ladies, but the other huge moment 
for us was that the group got to see me model evangelism in 
real time. This is real discipleship, it is not just having a Bible 
study or an accountability partner, but seeing someone model 
sharing the Gospel and minister to others. This is what Jesus 
did, and our prayer is to make disciples according to the way 
of Christ. Thank You for your faithfulness!

RONNIE MILLS—
KINGDOM CHAPEL IN FT. WORTH  
RONNIE84@GMAIL.COM

Brothers and sisters of the 
BMA, we continue to advance 
the Kingdom here in Saginaw. 
We are so thankful for all of 
your love and support for us 
here.

Prayer Needs:
Please continue to pray for 

us as we faithfully walk out 
what the Lord has called us to. We need your love in this way.

▲ Ronnie Mills  

▲ Rudy Villareal

Heith Mitchell is the director of BMA of Texas Missions. 
Contact him at P.O. Box 73, Waxahachie, Texas 75168, 
972-923-0757 or hmitchell@bmatexas.org. For more 
information, visit www.bmatexasmissions.org.

BMA Texas Missions cont.
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Upcoming Events

Sarah Low is the Texas Women’s Missionary 
Auxi l iary  (WMA)  edi tor.  Contact  her  at 
sarahbethlow@gmail.com. For more information 
about the Texas WMA, visit www.texaswma.com.

By SARAH LOW
GMA HOUSEPARTY

March 10-11 
Daniel Springs Baptist Camp
Theme: GO! Matthew 28:19-20

Bro. Gavin Roberts and family serve at Morgan Grace 
Fellowship in Morgan County, Utah. The Texas GMA hope to 
raise $1,500 to helps support their mission work. 

Pray for our young ladies as they spend time in study 
and discipleship. Attendees will take a trip back to the 
1920s, when newspapers, bicycles, and paper routes were 
an essential means of spreading the Word. The theme will 
remind girls to spread the good news of Christ. 

The state GMA project is to support Bro. Gavin Roberts 
at Morgan Grace Fellowship in Morgan County, Utah. The 
project goal is $1,500. 

WMA SPRING RETREAT
March 31-April 1
LakeRidge Baptist Church, Lubbock, Texas
Theme: Created to Worship, Psalm 95:6
Special guest speaker will be Babbie Mason, who will also 

be performing in concert. Pray for our ladies and the speakers 
as they prepare for 14 different breakout sessions for the 
upcoming conference. 

Springretreat2023@mylakeridgebaptist.org for more 
information.

WMA FALL RETREAT
August 25-26 
Cornerstone Baptist Church, Jacksonville, Texas. 

NEWS
Your state WMA officers met to discuss plans for the 

upcoming year Jan. 21. We are excited about our project, 
raising funds to purchase Bibles and Bible study literature 
in the native languages of our Texas missionaries. Fifteen 
dollars will purchase a Bible and our goal is $15,000. Our 
state project promoter, Jeannie Walker, is challenging our 
WMA ladies to donate $20 each to the project. 

TASTE AND SEE
Psalm 34:8
“Taste and see that the Lord is good; blessed is the man 

who takes refuge in Him.”
The theme this year encourages and challenges us to taste 

and see that the Lord is good. Did your mother ever say, “you 
are what you eat”? 

A bit of everything that we take in becomes incorporated 
into our bodies – vitamins, nutrients, proteins, fats. This is 
also true of what we take in with our eyes and our ears – what 
we watch on television, see on social media, read during our 
leisure time, and listen to on the radio or podcasts. 

Peter tells us in 1 Peter 2:2-3, “Like newborn babies, crave 
pure spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow up in your 
salvation, now that you have tasted that the Lord is good.” 
We should have a diet that includes regular consumption of 
the Word through personal Bible study and meditation on the 
scriptures. But we should also make it a point to limit our 
intake of spiritual junk food. 

Paul encouraged the church to focus their thoughts on 
uplifting and encouraging things. God wants our hearts 
turned toward what is true, noble, right, pure, lovely, and 
admirable (Philippians 4:8). 

We can taste God through His Word. David said, “how 
sweet are your words to my taste, sweeter than honey to my 
mouth” Psalm 119:103. The Bible, the written and inspired 

Word of God, can come into us and change us. It can convict 
us (Hebrews 4:12).

To taste can also mean to become acquainted with by 
experience, according to Merriam-Webster’s Dictionary.

When we experience the goodness of God, we can be 
confident that God works things out for our good (Romans 
8:28). 

When we remember where we were, and how God has 
provided for us, we can be reassured that He is in control. The 
psalmist said, “I will remember the deeds of the Lord, yes, I 
will remember your miracles of long ago. I will meditate on 
all your works and consider all your mighty deeds,” Psalm 
77:11. Remembering how God has provided for us in the 
past, sharing with others how He has answered prayers, and 
comforted us in times of trials, can strengthen our faith, 
growing us in our salvation.

When we experience God through His Word and His 
working in our lives, we will truly see that “the Lord is good.” 
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2023 BMA OF AMERICA ANNUAL MEETING
DATE: April 25-27, 2023
PLACE: Antioch Baptist Church, Conway, Arkansas

2023 SOAR
DATE: July 3-5, 2023
PLACE: Gaylord Texan, Grapevine, Texas

2023 BMA OF TEXAS ANNUAL MEETING
DATE: Nov. 6-7, 2022
PLACE: Crossroads Church, Rowlett, Texas

HEAVEN IS A FREE GIFT!
It is not earned or deserved. No amount of e ort or good works can earn 
a place for you in heaven. Why?
Because . . .

MAN IS A SINNER.
“For all have sinned . . .” (Rom. 3:23)Because of this, man cannot save 
himself.

GOD.
On the one hand, God is merciful and does not want to punish us. Yet 
God is just and must punish sin. God solved this problem for us in the 
Person of . . .

JESUS CHRIST.
He died on the cross to pay the penalty for our sins and rose from the 
grave to purchase a place for us in heaven—“the Lord has laid on Him 
(Jesus) the iniquity of us all” (Isa. 53:6).

THE GIFT IS RECEIVED BY FAITH.
Saving faith is trusting in Jesus Christ alone for eternal life. It means 
resting on Christ alone and what He has done, rather than what you or 
I have done to get us into heaven. “Believe on (or trust in) the Lord Jesus 
Christ and you will be saved” (Acts 16:31).

SO MAY WE ASK . . .
Have you received God’s free gift of eternal life?The Bible assures us in 
1 John 5:13 that we can know we have eternal life.
Do you know for sure that you are going to heaven when you die?The 
Bible says, “Whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved.” 
If you are willing to repent (turn away from your sin and to the Lord Jesus) you 
can receive the free gift of eternal life by simply praying:Lord Jesus, I know I am 
a sinner and do not deserve eternal life. But I believe You died and rose from 
the grave to purchase a place in heaven for me. Jesus, come into my life, take 
control of my life, forgive my sins, and save me. I am now placing my trust in 
You alone for my salvation, and I accept your free gift of eternal life.

AVAILABLE MINISTRY POSITIONS
WORSHIP/YOUTH–Anthony Drive, Ennis is seeking an amazing person 
whom God has gifted in multiple areas to fill the dual role of worship/youth 
pastor. Must be comfortable with a blended style of worship. Familiarity 
with Multi-Tracks, Song Select and Pro Presenter is a huge plus. Ability 
to lead with an instrument (guitar or piano) is also a plus. Someone who 
embodies the qualifications of an overseer found in 1 Timothy 3. Someone 
who will instill trust and respect in our teens and parents. Someone who 
can physically keep up with our active teens, who will evangelize, disciple 
and encourage our amazing young adults to use their talents for Christ. 
Compensation is $400 per week plus a 3/2 home on church grounds with 
necessary utilities (electric, water, gas) paid for by the church. Please send 
resume to Pastor Matt Walker at mattwalker@adbcennis.org. 

YOUTH/MISSIONS–Keltys First, Lufkin is seeking a pastor of youth and 
missions who will oversee the church's youth and outreach ministries. 
Salary range: No less than $50,000, not to exceed $60,000. Send resume 
with references and a sample of your preaching to dave@keltys.org. For 
complete job description details, visit keltys.org/youthpastor. 3/23

PASTOR–Calvary, Arlington is seeking a full-time pastor. Send resume to 
Calvary Baptist Church, c/o Julian Juarez, 2101 S. Davis, Arlington, Texas 
76013 or resumes@calvarybaptistarlington.org. For more information, call 
or text 214-762-9807. 6/23

YOUTH PASTOR/MINISTER—New Harmony, Tyler is seeking a fulltime 
youth director/minister. Send resume to the church at 10251 FM 724, Tyler, 
Texas 75704 or to Russ Jackson at rgjackson63@yahoo.
com. TFN

YOUTH/STUDENT MINISTRY—Afton Grove, Jacksonville is seeking 
a biblically qualified candidate. This is a bivocational position. We are 
looking for a minister with a heart for God, a heart for students and who is 
ready to plunge into the work. The candidate will love the Lord and love 
and lead our students in a growing relationship with Jesus. Please send 
your resume to Eddie Richardson at fasteddie999elr@gmail.com. TFN

YOUTH/STUDENT MINISTER—Craft, Jacksonville is seeking a 
bivocational youth/student minister with a heart for youth. Our youth are 
hungry to know the Word of God and engage in ministry for the Lord. We 
are looking for a youth director to plan and carry out active Bible study, 
ministry and fellowship opportunities. Send resume to James Dorman, 
205 County Road 3910, Jacksonville, Texas 75766, jamesdtx@outlook.com 
or call 903-752-6610. 3/23

BONITA FAYE BRADSHAW PHILLIPS
Funeral services for Bonita Faye Bradshaw 
Phillips were held at First, Carthage Feb. 
4, 2023. She was born in Mineola June 
22, 1947 and was raised in the Little Hope 
Community of Winnsboro, attending school 
in Winnsboro. Bonita met the love of her life, 
Jerry Cleo Phillips, on the school bus in 1960. 
They were married September 6, 1963. Bonita and Jerry were saved 
and baptized at the same time in August 1972. Jerry surrendered to 
the ministry and together they served with Victory Baptist Church 
and Calvary Baptist Church, both in Sherman. After moving back to 
East Texas, they served in First Baptist Church, Beckville; First Baptist 
Church, Carthage; and Liberty Baptist Church, Henderson. 

Hey, Texas!
The National Women’s Auxiliary has Daniel Springs 

Baptist Encampment as their project. We are aware that 
many lives have been changed by attending the CAMP in the 
summer. There are many kids that come to CAMP that need 
to learn about Jesus.  The CAMP needs a lot of infrastructure 
updates.  The CAMP is creating a welcoming place for 
children to have fun but really have a changed life.

Did the CAMP make a difference in your life? Will you 
give back to the CAMP?

The CAMP is an extension of the local churches. They are 
a place to fellowship and learning about God. The other states 
have challenged Texas women to see who can raise the most 
money for this project.

The deadline for giving to the project is February 28, 
2023.

OK, Texas women let’s win this for the Lord and his work. 
Give today! Send donations to Janet Widger, P.O. Box 23, 
Salem, Missouri 65560.

Charlotte Johnson 
National WMA

President

National WMA 
Project 2023–
Daniel Springs Camp
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