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(Left to Right) First Vice President Eric Johnson, President Michael Pool, Second Vice President Mike McEuen stand behind a celebratory cake labeled

“Happy 125th Anniversary”

125th Annual Meeting of the BMA of Texas

By EMILY SIMPSON
Baptist Progress Editor

Our God orchestrates the timing of things
in a precise, orderly, and sometimes surprising
way. One such example, next year the United
States of America will celebrate its 250th
birthday and for half that time the BMA of
Texas has existed. This year, the BMA of Texas
celebrated its 125th anniversary as messengers
gathered to conduct business in an association
half as old as the United States of America.
Beginning on Nov.17 and concluding on Nov.
18. The mission and theme for this year; One
Heart was inspired by Acts 4:32.

Seventy churches were represented by
messengers and 23 churches by letters. A total
of 157 messengers were present and 72 visitors.
Six petitioning churches were accepted into
the association; Iglesia Bautista Misionera
Antioquia, Gilmer; Arise and Shine Fellowship
Teluga, Irving; Lively, Scurry; New Hope,

Bloomburg; Iglesia Bautista Misionera, San
Antonio; Bethlehem, Cut N Shoot; Iglesia
Bautista Emanuel, Conroe.

The meeting began at Pathway, Waxahachie
with a call to order from President Michael
Pool, moderator. Pool’s Presidential Message
challenged the association to be unified in
one heart. Pointing out that it’s easy to like
the idea, but when it comes to act as one how
are we truly responding? Pool believes the
4:32 passage in the book of Acts “shows what
happens when people are rooted in the Holy
Spirit.” Even though they came from different
backgrounds, they acted together. They grew
in unity, generosity, boldness, kindness and
continually shared the gospel. “The same
God these people loved and worshiped is the
same God we love and worship today,” Pool
concluded. Everything accomplished by the

church in Acts and everything accomplished by
the BMA of today, all the credit goes to God.

A rearranged and new slate of officers was
elected as President Pool’s term ended. First,
Jacksonville Pastor Eric Johnson, president;
New Beginnings, Ferris pastor Mike McEuen,
first vice president; Beacon, Bryan pastor Nick
Kerry, second vice president; Dale Patterson,
clerk; Congregational Care at Sovereign Life,
Longview Pastor Wayne McKay, clerk. The
annual speaker elected for next year Northside,
Conroe Pastor Wes Pratt; alternate speaker
Baptist Publishing House Executive Director
Jordan Tew.

Short but impactful constitutional
amendments were made from TBHC and
Jacksonville College. Jason Curry, president of
TBHC proposed a change that has been on his
heart for quite some time; changing the name

125TH ANNUAL MEETING continued on p. 7
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Welcome to the team

By MORGAN STANDIFER

Baptist Progress Team Lead

We are excited to announce that Emily Simpson is our new Baptist Progress editor. Emily
will be in charge of piecing together the paper that you love. She has a few degrees that make
her more than qualified for this position. She has an associate degree in journalism from
Tyler Junior College, a bachelor’s degree in video production from Stephen F. Austin State
University and finally a master’s degree in marketing from East Texas A&M, formally known
as Texas A&M Commerce.

Emily is also deeply rooted in the BMA. She grew up attending many BMA churches,
including New Harmony, Tyler. She and her husband, Spencer, have faithfully served BMA
ministries for years. Emily has served many summers at Daniel Springs Baptist Camp, where
she worked as a summer missionary. She currently serves as a trustee for the Baptist Publishing
House and serves alongside her husband, Spencer Simpson, at Redeemer’s Love in Houston, a
BMA church he helped plant and currently serves as pastor.

Emily brings experience, creativity and genuine love for the BMA churches. She brings a  Emily Simpson
fresh perspective and we are excited to welcome her as a part of the Baptist Progress team. Baptist Progress Editor

Historically significant BMAT item
discovered at TBHC

By EMILY SIMPSON
Baptist Progress Editor

Treasure has a habit of being lost to time. Stories tell us that
buried gold, silver and jewels require a pirate map to be found. Rev. J.M. Newburn—
Lost art requires a curator to assess its worth. To quote master President of the BMA and editor
storyteller J.R.R. Tolkien, “some things that should not have of the Baptist Progress 1926
been forgotten were lost.” As was the case for a small wooden
artifact, found in a box, in a closet, at Texas Baptist Hope for
Children.

On an average day just like any other, TBHC President Jason
Curry was digging through a closet when he unearthed an aged,
musty, walnut colored gavel. “I found it in a box, and it had a piece
of paper that said original gravel,” Curry described. In detail, the note
read “The original gavel used by the Baptist Missionary Association of
Texas. 1900 — 1957. Retired from active service November 12, 1957.”

The discovery prompted curiosity and research from the Baptist Progress.
What was this gavel’s story? Fortunately for us, we were not the only ones concerned
with preserving this piece of history. More than a hundred years ago, the officers of
the 1922 BMA of Texas thought the very same.

Minutes from the 1922 state meeting contained another part of the treasure: a
letter from the gavel giver himself. A Mr. J.W. Cariker from Cushing presented the gavel to
the moderator of the BMAT meeting that year Nov. 14, 1922. This note alone proved that the
dates listed on the paper found at TBHC were incorrect, however those details do not disrupt
the story. What Cariker described in his letter was nothing short of inspirational. Religious
freedom, patriotism, brotherhood were all elegantly described topics of interest. Yet on top of
them all was Cariker’s claim of the historical events that occurred under the tree the gavel was
crafted from. According to Cariker, the gavel’s origins were found in an old elm tree planted
on “the limits of Nacogdoches”, affectionately known as the “Liberty Elm.” Tradition tells us
that under this tree grand Texas heroes stood like Sam Houston and General Thomas J. Rusk
who in 1836 “delivered addresses to the people urging them to throw off the yoke of Mexican
tyranny” during the thick of the Texas Revolution. In 1860 tradition also claims Robert E.
Lee (who was with the US Army at the time) addressed crowds who gathered, and the first
gospel sermon ever preached “upon the sacred and loved soil of Texas was delivered by a
Presbyterian minister beneath this old elm”. And with figures such as those, our own BMAT
ministers of the 1800-1900s would have preached under the same tree.

Cariker went on to explain that the tree fell due to disease in 1908. In 1922, Cariker
described how honored he was “in presenting this gavel to you [Brother Moderator] and

Newburn-Rawlinson
House at Jacksonville
College. J.M. Newburn
still contributes to the
BMA as his home is
the library for students
attending today.

President Michael Pool holds the Liberty EIm gavel
at the 125th celebration of the BMA of Texas State
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A word from your Missions Office

By HEITH MITCHELL

I can’t believe we are coming to the conclusion of another
year already. November marked 10 years that I have had
the privilege of serving you and the Lord in the missions
department. Time is flying. So many of your missionaries are
finishing up their five-year plans right now. This month, The
Bridge Church in Seagoville is coming to the end of support.
They had three saved and three baptized this month. Time is
flying, and God is faithful!

Would you encourage and pray for The Bridge Church as
they step into the exciting and scary season of independence?
They are ready, and God has them, but it is scary. Pray for
Brother Tim.

I and the staff of your BMA of Texas Missions pray that you
have a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year. Our Savior
being born, dwelling among us, dying for our sins, and rising
from the dead changes everything! In Christ, we can look into
2026 with anticipation and say, “Your Kingdom come, your will
be done.” We can look to eternity with excitement knowing this
journey ends with “home.”

Merry Christmas!

A word from your missionaries:

JORDAN EDWARDS
edwardsjor@gmail.com

We have packed multiple
Samaritan Purse boxes together,
as well as collected toys for
a Christmas event where we
get to give toys to 67 different
families and share the gospel
with them.

Jordan Edwards

MIGUEL RAMOS—
HURST MISSION
ramosmiangel@gmail.com
The mission is facing some
absences this month, but there
are also two couples becoming
more established in the faith.
Brother Marco and his wife
asked us to meet at their house
on some Wednesdays to share
the gospel with their friends
and family from Nepdalia who
live in the area.
Prayer Needs:
Pray for the mission and for my business so that I may have the
wisdom to guide them with God's favor.

Miguel Ramos

ERIC JORDAN—
BREATH OF PRAISE, BROWNWOOD
ericabopcc@aol.com

Church membership has
grown by 15 new people. Youth
has increased from two to eight.
God answered our prayer with
a soon to be associate pastor.
Prayer Needs:
Pray for a youth leader.

Eric Jordan

HAITAO HE—
FREE SALVATION BIBLE MISSION, CORPUS CHRISTI
haitao.he@bmats.edu

This month we have
seen God at work in some
really encouraging ways. We
were connecting with some
friends who didn’t show up
for a while. We had good
conversations and prayed
together in small, meaningful
moments. It’s been a steady
reminder that God uses unexpected ways to strengthen
friendships and open hearts. As the spirit of Thanksgiving,
we’re grateful for the friendships growing, the prayers
answered, and the sense that God is quietly guiding us
forward.
Prayer Needs:
Pray for spiritual growth for all people we encountered and
ministered to for the past year and give all thanks to God.

Haitao He

RUDY VILLAREAL—
HOMETOWN CHURCH MISSION, HELOTES
rvillarreali@gmail.com

This month, we are going to
go to different neighborhoods
to carol, where we will sing
songs and give out gift bags.
Please pray that we connect
with many new families.
Prayer Needs:
Please pray for our caroling.

Rudy Villareal
JOSE TORRES—
IGLESIA NUEVA VIDE EN CRISTO, TYLER
Jjosetorres@gmail.com

Nueva Vida en Cristo of
Tyler is extremely grateful to
all our churches of the BMA
of Texas for continuing your
support of our ministry. We
felt loved and embraced at the
state meeting. It was great to
see many of you there. Our
ministry continues to proclaim
the Word of God individually
and collectively. We continue
to pass out gospel tracts and
receive family and friends
of those attending regularly,
with the commitment of
allowing the Holy Spirit to do
His work in those that come
to our groups and worship
services, so that they can
come to the knowledge of
the gospel of Christ and give
them that new life in Christ
that we are experiencing.
We have a young man who's
been coming to our worship

Jose Torres

Trip with Garcia-Zarate family

Marisol giving thanks

services on a regular basis this month. We hope he will
make a decision for Christ soon. There's also a handful in
our groups that need to be baptized. Help us pray for their
obedience to the gospel. Thank you again, and may God
bless your ministries as well.
Prayer Needs:

Please continue to pray for a
praise and worship band.

Diego, Natvidad, and Carmen

Thanksgiving meal with Colonial
Hills Baptist Church

Service with Colonial Hills
Baptist Church

BRAD CAULEY—
CEDAR PARK MISSION
brad@rt-church.org

God continues to bless
our little church as we
took our first evening of
discovering spiritual gifts
and personalities together as
a church. It was powerful to
see both the confirmation that
the community of believers
was able to provide each
member and the joy and confidence that came to each
believer as their gifts and personalities were affirmed by
the community. There's an excitement to now cooperate
with how God has gifted us to make a deeper impact in the
kingdom and in this community for his glory.

We also hosted a neighborhood Friendsgiving where
we invited unbelieving neighbors to join us for a grilled
homemade pizza night. Our church members joined us and
connected with our neighbors in meaningful ways. The
whole evening we had very little contact with our church
members, as they were networking, building relationships
and sharing Christ with our neighbors.

Prayer Needs:

Please continue to pray for the Lord to bless our evangelism.
God has been so faithful to build a strong sense of family
within the body of Christ, and now we're asking that He
would add to our number daily those who are being saved.

Brad Cauley

CHRIS DRIVER—
OASIS CHURCH, LEVELLAND
PASTOR CONNECTION/BAPTIST PROGRESS
¢jidriver316@gmail.com

Howdy from west Texas! God continues to move
and grow our church. So much so that we are actively
looking for possible new spaces for the next phase of

BMA TX MISSIONS continued on p. 11
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An Expression of Everlasting Love
Many of our friends choose to honor or remember
a family member, friend, or an associate with a
gift for the children of the Baptist Home. Texas
Baptist Hope for Children, in turn, notifies the
appropriate person. Listed in bold letters are those
honored or remembered from November 1, 2025, to
November 30,2025.

ENDOWMENTS
Bill Stokes

HONORARIUMS
GOD ALMIGHTY: Karen Anglin

RON & WANDA ALSBROOKS & FAMILY: L.C. &
Jenetta Whitehead

SCOTT BALKE & CASEY BALKE: Lisa Balke-Akin

BILLY BYRD’S SERVICE AS UPSHUR COUNTY D.A.:
Charles & Charlotte Johnson

CHARLES & CHARLOTTE JOHNSON: FBI
Class-Rosewood Baptist Church-Gilmer

EARLON LEE: Charles & Charlotte Johnson
MARGIE MCVAY: P.B. & M.K. Patterson

MEMORIALS

EVALYN BELL: Carlie Downey

CANDICE BOYD: Temple Baptist Church-Mexia
LOIS BRUMMETT: P.B. & M. K. Patterson

RYDER BLAZE CHANEY: Carolyn Saxon

ORA CROCKETT: Marilyn Simpson

REV. FRANK & MRS. DORIS DILL: Ellen Dill

CECIL DOWNEY: Carlie Downey

GLYNDA STILL DUKE: Charles & Charlotte Johnson
KENNETH DUKE: Charles & Charlotte Johnson
BILLY GLOVER: Reba Smith, Leon & Priscilla McCauley

MELVIN & DARLENE HARRELL: Charles &
Charlotte Johnson

THOMAS JAY: Deborah Jay
SOPHIA & JETT: Tiphany Hood
JEANNE JOHNSON: Charles & Charlotte Johnson

J.R. & FLORENCE JOHNSON: Charles &
Charlotte Johnson

JOHN KING: Charles & Charlotte Johnson
MARGARET ANN LAIR: Jimmy Shipp

ANN MAXWELL: Marilyn Simpson

CHARLES MITCHELL: Gay Mitchell

JOE MORROW: Charles & Charlotte Johnson
CLAUDETTE MULLINIX: Sue Efurd

NORMA NELSON: Temple Baptist Church
DAVID STANLEY: Carol Hyman

ALTON STEELMAN: Charles & Charlotte Johnson
RITA THOMAS: Temple Baptist Church-Mexia
DALE THOMPSON: Charles & Charlotte Johnson
DALE THORNTON: Ricky Thompson

WILMA RITA WEEDEN: Heather Spencer,
Bridgette Hawks

JOHN WOLCOTT: Gay Mitchell
KAY WOLCOTT: Gay Mitchell

A Christmas Message of Hope

By JASON CURRY

This Christmas season, I am reminded of the incredible
gift of hope we have in Jesus Christ. A hope that changes
everything. At Texas Baptist Hope for Children, that same
hope drives our mission every day. It is what we offer to
children who need safety and love, and it is what inspires
families to open their hearts and homes.

This year, we celebrated a significant milestone: 115
years of work and a new name that reflects our calling! We
have a beautiful sign that now stands as a symbol of hope
in our community. That sign was made possible through the
generosity of the WMA. When God’s people unite for His
purposes, hope shines brighter. Thank you, WMA, for leading
the way and inspiring us all.

As you gather with loved ones this Christmas, I ask you to
join us in prayer. Pray for the children in our care—each one
precious to God and longing for the hope of a family. Pray for
the families who have already stepped up and pray for more
families to answer this urgent call. The need is great, but the
hope we share in Christ is greater still.

The birth of Jesus is the ultimate reminder that God
stepped into our broken world to bring redemption and
peace. That same hope is what we strive to share with every
child and family we serve. Your continued support makes
that possible.

Thank you for standing with us. May your Christmas be
filled with joy, peace and the blessing of knowing you are
part of a hopeful story that changes lives forever.

From all of us at TBHC: Merry Christmas and Happy
New Year!

Jason Curry is the president of the Texas Baptist
Home for Children. Contact him at 629 Farley
St, Waxahachie, Texas 75165, 972-937-1321 or
jeurry@tbhc.org. For more information, visit

www.tbhc.org.

As our most faithful supporters, your generosity has

carried us through this year, as well as the last 115. As

we look ahead, we invite you to continue shaping lives

with your end-of-year gift.

Together we can make a

difference in the lives of vulnerable children.
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A year of growth and blessing

By DAVID ERICKSON, Ph.D.

As I look back over the past 12 months, I’'m
overwhelmed with gratitude for the extraordinary ways
God has moved at Jacksonville College.

FROM EMPTY SEATS TO OVERFLOWING TABLES

Just one year ago, we faced a sobering reality: our
cafeteria was half-empty, and we wondered if we’d have
enough students to justify keeping it open. Today, we face
a dramatically different challenge: finding enough space
for everyone to eat! Our enrollment has surged by more
than one-third, setting a record in our school’s history.
More students now call our campus home than at any
point in our past. The growth has been almost dizzying at
times, but every new face represents an answered prayer.

A HISTORIC MILESTONE: OUR FIRST
BACHELOR’S DEGREE IN OVER A CENTURY

This year marks a turning point in our institution’s long
history. For the first time in more than 100 years, we’ve
launched a bachelor’s degree program with a ministry
degree designed for the realities of modern church
work. We’re preparing a new generation of bi-vocational
ministers: those who can support themselves financially
while faithfully serving their congregations. This program
also opens the door for future bachelor’s degrees that can
help every young person in our association of churches.

BUILDING SPACES THAT BUILD COMMUNITY

Students don’t just learn from textbooks and teachers—
they grow through the relationships they forge and the
conversations they have between classes. The spaces
where they study, worship, and live together, shape the
experiences that define them. That’s why we’ve poured $2
million into our campus over the past 15 months: restoring
our beautiful chapel, remodeling our classrooms, and
renovating residence halls. More than cosmetic upgrades,
these are investments in an environment where Christian
community can flourish. We’re deeply grateful to the
generous churches and individuals whose gifts made these
improvements possible.

STAYING TRUE TO OUR MISSION
In a changing educational landscape, we’ve remained
anchored to our calling: equipping the next generation

of Christians to serve in our churches and communities.
This clarity of purpose means expanding our bachelor’s
degree offerings to meet emerging needs. It also means
the difficult work of letting go of programs that don’t
advance our core mission or prepare students for
tomorrow’s challenges. Our students need us to be
relentlessly on mission to keep a Christian education
accessible to them.

LIVES TRANSFORMED BY THE GOSPEL

Here’s what matters most: we’re witnessing God
change lives. A missionary kid is exploring his calling as
a worship leader. A track athlete is preparing for a career
in business while growing deeper in his faith. A pastor’s
daughter is finding her voice through the JC Singers. A
young resident assistant is developing leadership skills
he’ll carry throughout his life. Each story is unique, but
they all share something important—our students are
learning to place Jesus at the center of everything they
do. That’s the heartbeat of Jacksonville College.

LOOKING AHEAD WITH EXPECTATION

God has done immeasurably more this past year than
we could have asked or imagined. As we step into 2026,
our hearts are full of anticipation. If this is what God
accomplished in the last twelve months, what will He do
in the year ahead?

David Erickson is the president of
Jacksonville College. Contact him at 105
B.J. Albritton Drive, Jacksonville, Texas
75766, 903-586-2518 or president@
jacksonvillecollege.edu

Your church’s
chance to try
something new

Did you know
that about half of
BMA churches use
the BMA’s Sunday
school curriculum?
That is a good
percentage, but there
are many churches
currently using
another publisher for
their Sunday school
curriculum needs. If
your church is using

a curriculum from a
different publisher, might I suggest you try using
BMA curriculum?

The first Sunday in December will be the start of
the winter Sunday school quarter. We are beginning
our study through the book of Exodus. The youth
curriculum will cover the exact same passages of
scripture as the adults each week. So, everyone in
your church, grade seven through senior adult, will be
studying the book of Exodus.

What a great opportunity to try something new as
a church by studying God’s Word together!

Here are six reasons that I believe BMA churches
should use BMA curriculum:

1. We have a curriculum option for all ages and
grades (ages two — senior adult).

2. We are the only publisher that is solely
accountable to BMA churches.

3. We are the only publisher that affirms the BMA
Doctrinal Statement.

4. Our curriculum is written by BMA pastors and
BMA Seminary professors.

5. We offer both print and digital options for many
of our studies.

6. We send free curriculum to BMA churches in
financial need.

Should you have any questions about our resources
or what curriculum options will best fit the needs of
your church, please don’t hesitate to call or email me
personally. I want to help your church in any way that
I can. Thank you for allowing us to serve you!

Jordan M. Tew
BPH Executive Director

Personal Cell: 903-810-7821
E-Mail: baptistpublishing@gmail.com
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The next chapter: a church revived

By CHRIS DRIVER

Baptist Progress Correspondent

Less than two years ago, First Baptist Church of Avalon
was in a place far too many rural churches have found
themselves in post-Covid. Each Sunday, the small but
beautiful building that was built in the 1920’s began to grow
empty. The pews, capable of seating more than 125 people,
sadly offered plenty of open space as the 15 to 20 members
took their seats. Despite its historic past and faithful ministry
to the community of Avalon, the church and its ministry just
seemed unable to get things turned around. But in faith, they
continued to seek the next chapter God might want to write
for their church and for the community of Avalon.

During that time, no one felt the pain and frustration more
than their pastor, Eric Enriquez. Eric had been at FBCA most
of his adult life as a member and on staff. From the very first
moment Eric, his wife, Cristie, and their daughter, Tinzley,
first walked through those doors in 2008, the young family
was welcomed by loving members with open arms and open
lives. Eric remembers the moment they knew they belonged
at FBCA.

“Tinzley was in a car seat when we walked in the door.
I’ll never forget Jake (Escamilla) walking up and unbuckling
Tinzley and grabbing her up out of that car seat. He walked
around loving on her like she was his own,” recalls Eric.
“That’s when I knew we were home.”

It didn’t take Pastor Cleve Clark long to recognize the call
on Eric’s life, a call Eric admits he had been running from
for a long time. Eric’s grandmother had dedicated him and
prepared him for a life in ministry. And Eric had even spent
a season back in west Texas testing the waters of ministry at
Hardin Simmons University in Abilene. But it wasn’t until
Pastor Clark made the suggestion that he fill the youth pastor
role at FBCA shortly after they arrived, that Eric realized the
next chapter God might be writing for him and his family just
might be the thing he’d run from for so long. Eric took the
position as youth pastor for FBCA and eventually stepped
into the role of pastor in 2017.

But God’s story for Avalon took the same, difficult turn
as so many other churches post-Covid: people left and didn’t
come back. It was there in that loss and pain and uncertainty
that Eric made a covenant with God. “I promised Him whether
there was one person there or 80, we would be prepared every
Sunday to share Jesus.” And that commitment to the gospel

is where God began His next chapter for First Baptist Church
of Avalon and for Eric.

It wasn’t long before God began to honor their faithfulness
to the gospel. “My friend, Ricky was the first domino to
fall. His changed life was the spark that God used to start
what’s been going on the last year and a half,” recalls Eric.
“Ricky’s life did a complete 180. He just loves life and loves
everyone and wants them to know Jesus. People saw Ricky’s
changed life, his hunger for God’s Word, and his new love
for Jesus and for people. There is power in the testimony of a
transformed life and God used it.”

God certainly has! Since January of this year, FBCA has
baptized 26 people. People are sharing their story and God’s
story. Souls are being saved, lives are being changed, and the
church is growing. The church fills up with 70 to 80 people
each week. The pews that once sat almost empty are now full
of life, not just people. Disciples are being made. The youth
and children’s ministries are growing. And the community of
Avalon is being impacted by the gospel.

When asked what the key has been to seeing God write
this new chapter for FBCA, Eric is quick to give God all the
glory. “God is moving. All we’re doing is trying to be true to
our promise to be prepared to share Jesus,” says Eric. And
true they have been. They have stayed committed to being
consistent in their mission, consistent in their preparation,
and consistent in their love for Jesus and their love for
people. But Eric also emphasizes that the love they have for
Jesus and for people can’t stop with just being faithful to help
people come to faith.

“We are committed to the importance of effective
discipleship,” says Eric and Cristie. “It is everyone’s
responsibility to not only make new disciples but to be
diligent in their continual growth. The vision is to have a
church full of disciples that are making and building new
disciples...not to be just a community of church goers.” So
Eric continues to remind the people of FBCA every week
to not just be a “church gathered” on Sundays but to be the
“church scattered” all week long.

After several chapters full of difficulty and loss, this
current chapter in the life of First Baptist Church of Avalon is
a chapter full of life, faithfulness and a deep expectation for
God to move. Oh, what a beautiful chapter God is writing!

Ricky Whitney’s baptism that started it all

Disciples make disciples

Monthly First Sunday Fellowship

Sanctuary full of families at First, Avalon

Disciples make disciples
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BMAT Messengers and visitors join together in praise

125th Annual Meeting of the BMA of Texas cont.

of Texas Baptist Home for Children, to Texas Baptist Hope for
Children. The change emphasizes what has always been true for
TBHC; providing hope for children in need of loving families.
TBHC will celebrate 115 years serving toward this mission. Dr.
David Erickson, president of Jacksonville College concurred
with Curry’s proposal as Dr. Erickson presented changes for
Jacksonville College. More of a formality, the changes to the
college’s bylaws clarify the college’s position on transgenderism
to accommodate Title IX state regulations. This change also
formally ties Jacksonville College to the BMA Doctrinal
Statement of Texas.

Dr. David Erickson reported that Jacksonville College has
grown in enrollment. Last year they had less than 200 students
on campus, and this year they have near 300. They are just
over capacity. Also, this year Jacksonville College celebrated
the transition as a four-year school and becoming more trade
focused. Dr. Erickson emphasized partnerships with public
schools have become less frequent due to the desire for their
students to have a genuine Christian education. Dr. Erickson
explained “education by Christians is not the same as a Christian
education”.

The afternoon consisted of a Jacksonville College Singers
concert, led by Holly Blaylock 1988-1990 Jacksonville College
alumni. Dr. Erickson then gave the Annual Message chosen
from Luke 15:11-32, the Parable of the Prodigal Son. Dr.
Erickson set the stage by talking about his own prodigal past,
as a teenager he dropped out of school in contrast to his family
who for generations had valued and worked hard for education.

Carol Murph joins the 125th celebration with a piece of cake

In Luke 15, we see a similar acting son, yet his Father did not
reject him or push him away. His Father left the door open
for reconciliation. “We were designed for relationship with
Him [God] and with one another” Dr. Erickson explained.
Comparatively, the older brother portrayed in the story did not
have a better relationship with his dad. Even though he appeared
to have done everything right, he wanted what his younger
brother wanted. The older brother simply took a longer route
to get there. Dr. Erickson concluded the message with two
insights he has gained working as a professor; 1) many people
do theology not by scripture, but by our intuitions 2) we tend to
see our relationship with God like we do our earthly fathers - but
God is so much better. These two insights are a worthy reflection
for us all.

The third and final session began with a report from Jerry
Fulton, Baptist Missionary Loan Association director. Fulton
recollected and spoke highly of former director Bro. Jerry
Burnaman. The BMLA is standing strong and is continually
available to assist with loan and investment opportunities.

The Women’s Missionary Auxiliary (WMA) report was
given by newly elected president, Johnnie Ross. The Texas
WMA had an active year: GMA and Sunbeam meetings were
well attended, they raised $29,136.52 for new TBHC signage
(as of the state meeting), made donations to National GMA
officers (three of which are from Texas) to go on mission trips
to Mexico, witnessed the celebration of newly renovated Bucker
Chapel at Jacksonville College (a previous WMA project), as
well as ministering to BMAT pastors and their wives.

The Baptist Progress report was given by new team lead,
Morgan Standifer. Standifer highlighted the new subscription
plan offered by the Baptist Progress, where churches can now
subscribe based on their attendance numbers. Standifer also
introduced the new editor, Emily Simpson.

The BMAT Missions trustees honored director Heith
Mitchell for his 10 years of service as director. In thanks,
Mitchell quoted longtime missionary Buddy Johnson,
“more churches, more glory.” Mitchell introduced two
new missionaries: Salvador Ramos who has planted eight
churches (two of which have joined the BMA), and Miguel
Ramos.

A concert was led by The Golden Boys and an
encouragement from the Word by Travis Sellers, pastor of
Antioch, Celina concluded the meeting. Sellers was honest
about the positive things God has done since he’s become
a church planter, but admits more times than not it’s a hard,
weary position. Sellers focused on the Great Commission
from Matthew 28, pointing out the two essential promises
we often look over: 1) all authority has been given to Jesus
2) He is with you to the end. “His presence is not theoretical;
it’s oxygen for ministry” Sellers declared. For everyone
who finds themselves in a ministry position, it’s essential to
remember “you are not carrying the mission, the One who
holds all authority is carrying you”, Sellers.

The 126th Annual Session of the Baptist Missionary
Association of Texas will be held at New Harmony, Tyler
Nov. 16-17, 2026.

(Left to Right) Clerks Eddie Ballard and Wayne McKay applaud for the
raffle ticket winners

Travis Sellers Lead Pastor at Antioch, Celina delivers the
“Encouragement from the Word”
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A cup of friendship: Texas State WMA meets at
Pathway, Waxahachie

By JACKIE RICKS & GLENDA CHAMBERLAIN
WMA Recording Secretaries

The State WMA meeting convened in the Student Center
of Pathway, Waxahachie Nov. 18, 2025. President Cindy Allen
called the meeting to order. Then Vonda Gunn thanked God
for all His blessings over the WMA. Cindy noted that we were
using the language translation system purchased by the missions
department and us after last year’s joint decision.

After recognizing first timers, missionaries and national
officers, Cindy mentioned the fact that the meeting was
a “birthday party.” Both the Texas BMA and WMA are
celebrating 125 years in existence. In honor of that, she called all
former Texas WMA presidents to come forward. Present were
Sandy Jones, Carol Taylor, Jackie Ricks, Cindy Allen, Charlotte
Johnson, Diana Morris, Sherry Decker and Johnnie Ross, each
wearing a corsage presented by the state WMA.

At that time, President Allen explained that the state officers
had worked on updating the Statement of Principles. A motion
was made that the changes to the Statement of Principles be
adopted and that all officers reelected today to a current position
complete their term in that office according to the guidelines
found in the former Principles, and that the terms of all officers
elected today to serve in a new position (one not held during
2024-25) be determined by the new guidelines. It was seconded
and will be voted on after a final reading in the afternoon session.

Lynn Shoemaker from the Pathway Ladies Ministry came
and welcomed us to their church. Karen Isaacs led us in the
WMA motto and the song “The Longer I Serve Him” with
Johnnie Ross at the piano. Then we sang while a general fund
offering of $408 was taken.

After a skit by “Lucy and Ethel” (Charlotte Johnson and
Cindy Allen), Madalie Gardner, Miss Texas and Miss National
GMA gave a brief devotion using the star ideals from the GMA
work.

After the group sang “Great Is Thy Faithfulness,” Johnnie
Ross and Hayley Rasco presented a skit using the WMA
scrapbooks to tell about our work through the years.

Following the door prize drawing, Vonda Gunn announced
we currently have $25,489.68 for the project. A project fund
offering of $1251.10 was taken. By the end of the meeting, the
project total was $29,036.52.

Charlotte Johnson reminded us of our theme, “A Cup of
Friendship” and the theme verse from John 15:13, “Greater
love hath no man than this, that a man lay down his life for his
friends.” We then went to breakout sessions.

The business session began with the seating of the messengers
and the appointment of committees:

Petitionary letter committee: Lindsie Burchett and
Johnnie Ross

Registration committee: Paula Ferus, Belinda Caudle,
Jeannie Walker

Finance Committee: Jo Strong, Vonda Grun, Ava Pool

With no churches petitioning to join the state, we moved
on. The minutes from the 2024 meeting were approved
as printed on page 10 in the program booklet with no
corrections. The treasurer’s report from pages 16 and 17 were
also approved as printed with no corrections.

Vera Koonce gave a brief report on the Sunbeam state
work and encouraged each church to work with their youth
teaching them about the Bible and Jesus, stating that Liberty
district is the only one left with active Sunbeams. Then
Hayley Rasco updated us about the GMA work in Texas,
stating several girls took the GMA mission trip to Mexico or
went on VSM trips this year, as well as some being national
officers. Cindy Allen prayed for the youth auxiliaries at this
time.

Ava Pool came forward to elaborate on the only project
nomination: money to help buy land in Mexico so that
missionaries Tommy and Sara Rose can build a building for
their mission work. Motion and second passed to approve
this project with 90 percent going to the Mexico mission, 5
percent to the youth fund and 5 percent to the general fund,
as usual.

Calling attention to the officer nominations on page 19
of our booklet ad with no nominations from the floor, those

ladies were elected. Cindy Allen was nominated as the
newest member of the nominating committee. Brothers Ryan
Burchett, Leon Ross, and Charles Johnson were nominated
for the advisory council. A motion and second was approved
for these.

At this time, the motion from the morning about the
statement of principles was read again. Hearing no discussion,
the president called for a vote. Motion and second to adopt
the statement of principles passed.

Announcing that we had 35 messengers present with a
total of 65 in this year’s meeting, we were encouraged to
bring more next year. Also announced was the spring retreat
at Lakeridge, Lubbock. With no further business, President
Allen declared the 2025 business session of the Texas WMA
meeting to be over.

Diana Morris introduced next year’s theme of “Each One
Reach One.” She gave all the new officers a magnet of a
woman which she had brought back from a mission trip.
Using Matthew 5:13-15, she explained how we should all
strive to be salt and light for others so they might see Christ
through us. Cindy Allen prayed a prayer of dedication over
the newly elected officers.

Cindy Allen then turned the presidency over to Johnnie
Ross and we were dismissed.

For more information, previous minutes are archived in
the library at Baptist Missionary Association Theological
Seminary, Jacksonville.

The 2025-2026 WMA State Officers gather at the BMA of Texas in Waxahachie
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A call to arms for the Christian woman

By JOHNNIE ROSS
WMA of Texas President

Women’s Missionary Auxiliary is quite important to me.
But it wasn’t always.

For the first few years after college graduation, this
newlywed was focused on fulfilling my role as a pastor’s
wife and establishing a career. The next 10 years or so, the
focus shifted to becoming a loving mother, while continuing
the role of pastor’s wife and junior high math and computer
teacher. It was definitely a blessing that my husband’s first
pastorate included several other women following the same
path (except for being married to a preacher). None of the
young women in that church participated in WMA. We
didn’t feel that we could spare the time.

During the next 10 years or so, I was still a pastor’s
wife, mother to three, mathematics professor at Jacksonville
College and becoming an active band mom. That last role
would continue for 11 years straight. Somehow, some way,
I was able to manage time for all these different roles, but
couldn’t find time for WMA. That changed, but slowly.

Over the course of the next 10 years, the older ladies in
my husband’s second pastorate asked me to be their WMA
teacher. It wasn’t much of a shift; I had been attending the
younger ladies’ circle on Sunday evenings before worship.
The only difference would be that I would be teaching
instead of just attending. Since I love all sorts of teaching
(school, Sunday school, VBS), this seemed to be a simple
transition. Oh, how mistaken I was!

I learned to love Bible study. I learned to dig deeper.

These godly women taught me about WMA study books
and missions. They were examples of evangelism and
benevolence. I understood much more about the youth
auxiliaries in which my children were involved. And,
it was at this point that I began to attend district WMA
meetings, where like-minded women from many churches
met together to further the “Plan of Work™ outlined in the
Women’s Missionary Auxiliary Handbook.

Now, I don’t want to miss any district meetings. I enjoy
attending neighboring district meetings. I enjoy attending
state and national meetings, but in all of these, I want meat,
and not fluff.

I am currently a member of Liberty District WMA, and
our theme for the 2025-26 year is “Call to Arms,” taken
from Proverbs 31:17, “She equips herself with strength and
makes her arms strong.” Sarah Low, Liberty 2nd VP, spoke
on the theme saying, “God gives us the tools we need to do
battle, and I’'m hoping as we learn more about these tools;
it will make us strong, capable, and effective soldiers for
Christ.”

Since the introduction of our theme, I have read/studied
my Bible from the perspective of a soldier. Additionally, as
we sing during services, I have considered the hymnal from
the same viewpoint. These past few weeks, I studied the
Baptist Expositor lesson from the perspective of becoming a
stronger, more capable and more effective soldier for Christ.
I would like to make just a few points from Colossians. (By

the way, if your church is not using the Baptist Expositor to
study Colossians, you have missed a great opportunity.)

1. A soldier signing up for duty is no longer the same
person; he no longer wears street clothes - We, as
soldiers, put off anger, wrath, malice, slander and
abusive speech.

2. The soldier now dresses as a soldier should - We put
on a renewed knowledge, available to all, regardless of
circumstances. We put compassionate hearts, kindness,
humility, meekness, patience and love. We bear with
one another. We forgive one another.

3. The soldier obeys orders - We are commanded to let the
peace of Christ rule in our hearts. We are commanded
to be thankful. We are commanded to let the Word of
Christ dwell in us richly. We are commanded to do
whatever we do in the name of the Lord Jesus.

Dear readers, if you are not attending your ladies’ group
because you think you don’t have time, I actually understand.
Many of us do. But, please try to budget your time and
include corporate ladies’ Bible study time. It can change
your life. He will change your life. If you are not being fed
meat, volunteer to be the leader who will change that. God
truly does give us the tools we need to do battle, but are you
willing to accept the call to arms? We are at war. It is time
to respond.
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events

5TH ANNUAL PREACHING CONFERENCE
WHEN: Feb. 23-24, 2026
WHERE: Round Prairie, Fairfield

THE TABLE: A MINISTRY LEADERSHIP GATHERING
WHEN: Feb. 28, 2026
WHERE: Jacksonville College, Jacksonville

BMA OF AMERICA MEETING
WHEN: April 21-22, 2026
WHERE: Antioch, Conway, Arkansas

SOAR
WHEN: July 1-3, 2026
WHERE: Embassy Suites Hotel, Norman, Oklahoma

BMA OF TEXAS ANNUAL MEETING
WHEN: Nov. 16-17, 2026
WHERE: New Harmony, Tyler

personnel
positions

PASTOR—Soda, Livingston is seeking a full-time pastor. Send resume
to Soda Baptist Search Committee, 8135 US HWY 190 E, Livingston, TX
77351 or to pastorsearch.sodabaptist@gmail.com. Call 936-328-0802
for more information.

PASTOR—Calvary, Ennis is seeking a bi-vocational pastor. Send resume
to Calvary Pastor Search Committee, PO Box 1402, Ennis, TX 75120 or to
calvarybaptistchurch805@gmail.com.

PASTOR—First Missionary, Terrell is seeking a bi-vocational pastor.
Contact Buddy Sadler at 903-593-2123 for more information.

PASTOR—Mt. Calvary, Carthage is seeking a full-time pastor. Resumes
can be sent to keithhenigan@yahoo.com or 4180 FM 1970, Carthage, TX
75633. Call 214-926-8893 for more information. ten

PASTOR—Cross Roads, Winnsboro is seeking a pastor. Send resume
to Charles Busby, 1314 CR 4870, Winnsboro, Tx 75494 or call 903-629-
3609. 95

PASTOR—Zion Hill, Jasper is seeking a full-time pastor. Send resume to
Gayl Smaith, PO Box 1723, Jasper, Texas 75951 or g.smith4510@gmail.
com. Call 409-289-4510 for more information. Please submit a resume
with six references. 1225

PASTOR—Caney, Streetman is seeking a full-time/bi-vocational pastor.
Send resume to Bobby Bonner, PO Box 25, Fairfield, Texas 75840 or
bonnerranch@gmail.com. Call 903-390-3372 for more information. The
church is located at 438 FM 833W, Streetman, Texas 75859.

PASTOR—Fifth Street, Levelland is seeking a full-time pastor. Send
resume to, PO Box 1212, Levelland, Texas 79339 or fifthstreetlevelland@
gmail.com. Call 806-893-1485 for more information.

PASTOR—Rose Hill, Mineola is seeking a full-time/bi-vocational pastor.
Send resume to Rose Hill Baptist Church, Attn. Pastor Search Team, 1420
CR 2460, Mineola, Texas 75773.

YOUTH MINISTRY LEADER - First, Palmer is seeking a full-time youth

ministry leader. For more information, email Pastor Gary Southard at
pastor@fbcpalmer.org.

pastor.staff
changes

RICHARD KOONS is the new pastor at Hubbard Chapel, Quitman.

Exciting new opportunities at

BMA Seminary

BY DAVID G. HELLWIG
BMA Seminary Vice President/Dean

Time is flying by fast! By the time you read this article,
the Fall 2025 semester at the BMA Seminary in Jacksonville,
TX, will be nearing completion or already completed. That
means we are getting geared up for a brand-new Spring
2026 semester. In addition to the typical three-credit-hour
courses we offer for degree seekers and non-degree seekers
alike, we will be offering one-credit-hour courses that will
be one-third of the price of our regular classes. For just
$325 (plus a small library and online fee), you can earn one-
credit hour at the seminary. These mini courses will only
require about 4-5 weeks of your time!

These classes are designed for those who might want
information about a particular topic but do not have the
time to invest in a 15-week course. You might be a pastor or
Sunday school teacher wishing to enhance your knowledge
in a specific area. You might be a believer wanting to learn
more about the Bible, missions, or counseling. Below is a
list of the one-credit-hour courses that will be offered in the
Spring 2026 semester:

¢ Introduction to Missions and Cross-Cultural Church
Planting

* Paul’s major letters (Romans; 1 & 2 Corinthians;
Galatians)

* The General Epistles (Hebrews; James; 1 & 2 Peter;
1—3 John)

* Poetic Books of the Old Testament

* Inductive Bible Study

 Biblical Understanding of Prayer

 Biblical Understanding of Worship

* Biblical Crisis Counseling and Intervention

We also offer a free class every Spring and Fall
semester. The free class for Spring 2026 will be focused
on evangelism. This course will emphasize two things: (1)
understanding what the gospel is and (2) learning how to
share its truth. Those taking the course who may not yet be

saved will definitely hear the gospel. Those who are already
saved and interested in learning how to share the gospel will
observe a clear, reproducible presentation of the gospel.

If any of the above topics interest you, give us a call at
903-586-2501 or email your inquiries at bmats@bmats.edu.
Those desiring to engage with the free course can fill out
an inquiry at https://bmats.edu/free/. We would love to hear
from you!

Historically significant
your successors to use as the presiding officer of this
body from time to time.” That “Brother Moderator”,
the minutes tell us, was none other than John Madison
“J.M.” Newburn. Reelected as president/moderator literally
moments before J.W. Cariker presented the gavel, Newburn
had the forethought to request Cariker’s letter be preserved
in the minutes.

Unless you are a BMAT historian or live in Jacksonville,
J.M. Newburn may be an unfamiliar name. However,
Newburn was anything but unknown in 1922. He could very
well be considered one of the men who built the BMAT.
Newburn served as BMAT President for seven years, he
pastored First, Jacksonville for 26 years and he functioned
as corresponding secretary-treasurer for four years. He
served on the Missions board from the beginning and was
its Chairman several times. He helped establish Jacksonville

BMAT item cont.

College (then Jacksonville Baptist College) and was the
editor of the Baptist Progress. J.M. Newburn seemed to
have his hand in every type of ministry within the BMAT.
When Newburn passed away in 1926, only a few short
years after Mr. Cariker handed him the gavel, his death was
greatly felt in the association. “I know of no person that had
a more kindly disposition than J.M. Newburn. No one can
be more greatly missed in our State Association, the death of
no minister more deeply felt throughout East Texas, and no
citizen mourned in his own town than that of J.M. Newburn”
W.T. Bratton, Baptist Progress Dec. 2, 1926, issue. “As
a pulpitter he had no superior and few equals. He was as
sound in doctrine and as brave in the defense of the truth as
Paul” D.C. Dove (Progress Editor before Newburn) Baptist
Progress Dec. 2, 1926, issue.

Much more could be said about J.M. Newburn. He was

BMAT ITEM DISCOVERED continued on p. 11
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BMA Texas Missions cont.

Oasis Church. We celebrated
another baptism this month
and hosted 43 students from
South Plains College for a
Friendsgiving dinner. We are
also preparing to call our first
elders, as well as preparing for
first steps into starting a new
work in the neighboring town
of Sundown. God continues
to shape and refine the vision
He has for west Texas. Our
people are sharing their faith
and walking in the vision
and values we preach every
week, and God is moving.
Thank you for walking with
us and allowing us to be part
of God’s big vision for west
Texas.

Prayer Needs:

Please pray for next steps in
reaching Sundown as well as
an open door for a new space
to grow.

KYLE CHEATHAM—
GRACE, JARRELL
kyle@gracejarrell.com

We have launched three
Discipleship Groves which
are groups of 3-4 men or
women who come alongside
one another for six months
for the purposes of maturing
as a disciple of Jesus and then
making disciples. Through
daily spiritual disciplines,

Chris Driver

Another awesome baptism
service

First Annual Friendsgiving for
SPC Students

Kyle Cheatham

outstanding books, and personal accountability, we are
helping one another grow to the point of overflowing into
others. Our nine current people will hopefully each start their

own Grove upon completion!
Prayer Needs:

Please pray for our love for people both outside and inside
of our church. Also, pray that we will intentionally engage
others for outreach and evangelism, open our homes
generously to others, and that we will warmly care for those

who worship with us.

JAIME GARCIA—

IGLESIA BAUTISTA NUEVA VIDA, GILMER

Jaime.garcia2911@gmail.com
I met Javier, a Catholic

man who has a family here

in Gilmer. I plan to follow

up with him, since the times

I've spoken with him, and

he shows genuine interest in

Jesus.

Prayer Request:

First, I want to thank you all

Jaime Garcia

for your support and prayers. I bless you. Let us pray, please,
for all the brothers and sisters in the church.

KEVIN WILLIAMS—
PORT ARTHUR MISSION
mr.williamsp121@gmail.com
Last time I gave an update,
I shared about Ms. Betty, who
had made a profession of
faith. I asked for prayers as
she underwent surgery for a
blocked artery. I am happy to
share that she had her procedure
and is feeling much better! We
have started meeting with her
on Wednesday evenings and are looking forward to her health
progressing to where she can join us for Bible study on Sundays.
Prayer Needs:
Pray for soft soil as we share the gospel and spiritual growth for
those in our discipleship groups. Pray for health for our family as
we enter the winter season.

Kevin Williams

ABNER NUNEZ—
SAN ANTONIO MISSION
elias1951@hotmail.com

We had a one-on-one retreat
with Baptists from Kyle,
Seguin, and San Antonio,
Texas. It was led by Pastors
Luis Perez, Ciro Gonzalez, and
myself. There were nine of us.
It was on Nov. 7 and 8 and we

BMAT item discovered
at TBHC cont.

well documented as a faithful servant to the work of God
and the BMA as well as a friend to all who knew him. In
fact, apart from his notability he was not unknown to J.W.
Cariker in another way. Not much is known about Cariker,
except minutes from the Mt. Zion Association (the local
association Cushing churches participated in before its
present-day Landmark Association) show that his family
was very active in their local association. Year after
year various Cariker family members are documented
as a messenger. Especially interesting, a Mrs. Robbie A
Carriker married William Curtis “W.C.” Newburn, pastor
of the church at Cushing and brother to J.M. Newburn
himself. When J.M. passed, it was his brother W.C.
who was appointed to preach the annual sermon at the
state meeting that year, a message that must have been
bittersweet. So, when Cariker presented the cherished
Liberty Elm gavel to Brother Moderator J.M. Newburn,
he was handing the gavel to a truly beloved friend.

How blessed we are to have that gavel still with us
today. The history it contains telling the story of Texas
history, BMA work, people and relations that are not
unlike ours today. For every clerk or secretary writing
down the minutes year after year, take encouragement
from this article. The details you write may be the key to
discovering more hidden BMA treasure another 100 years
from now.

To conclude with the words of J.W. Cariker: “May
the same spirit which so often manifested itself under the
shades of the branches of the Liberty Elm, rule and reign
in the hearts and lives of the brotherhood. And, as we are
called to order with it, may it be in the spirit of our risen
Lord and as a reminder of our heroic patriots who are now
resting from their labors.”

If you're interested in reading the J.W. Cariker letter,
feel free to email us at progress@bmatexas.org.

rented two cabins in Seguin.
The theme was: Committing
ourselves more to serving the Lord. Although we hadn't planned
it, there were two baptisms.

Prayer Needs:

I moved to a house; I hope to have the group meetings there on
Sundays.

Abner Nunez

JOSE GIL—
PROYECTO MISIONERO "LIDIA", SPRING
Josedario.gil@gmail.com

We finished the scheduled
2025 Bible studies. We praise
the Lord for the blessing of
seeing people falling in love
with a real deep search in God's
word.
Prayer Needs:
Peace of mind.

Jose Gil

Heith Mitchell is the director of BMA of

Texas Missions. Contact him at P.O. Box 73,
Waxahachie, Texas 75168, 972-923-0757 or
hmitchell@bmatexas.org. For more information,
visit www.bmatexasmissions.org.

Newburn-Rawlison House historical marker
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