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BMA of Texas meets in Jacksonville 
for the first time in eighty-four years

By JERRY FULTON
Baptist Progress Director/Editor

The 124th Annual Session of the Baptist 
Missionary Association was held in three 
Jacksonville locations Nov. 18-19, 2024. In 
attendance were 90 churches represented by 
170 messengers. Ninety-nine visitors were 
present, and six churches petitioned the 
Association for membership. Accepted into 
the Association were Anchor, Austin; Grace, 
Jarrell; A Breath of Praise, Brownwood; 
I g l e s i a  B a u t i s t a  H i s p a n a ,  C o n r o e ; 
Pennington,  Pennington and Redeemer, 
Irving.

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
The meeting began at First, Jacksonville 

with singing led by Stan Scroggins and 
other members of the church. BMA of Texas 

President Michael Pool, pastor of Antioch, 
Gilmer, preached a message titled, Stand 
Firm, from 1 Corinthians 16:13-14, which 
was also the theme of the meeting.

Pool explained that the first epistle to the 
Corinthians was written by the apostle Paul 
to address problems that were prevalent 
in the church at Corinth. He said that the 
issues that took place in Corinth and more 
are impacting present-day churches. 

Pool preached, “The overall  problem 
was that the world was influencing the 
Corinthian church in the same way that the 
world is influencing the church today. The 
president challenged pastors to preach the 
whole counsel of God, to be excited about 
who Jesus is and to stand firm in the faith 

w h e n  a d v e r s i t y 
comes. 

He cautioned, 
“ S a t a n  w a n t e d 
n o t h i n g  m o r e 
t h a n  t o  c a u s e 
d i v i s i o n  i n  t h e 
church at Corinth, 
and he would like 
nothing more than 
t o  do  t he  s ame 
in  our  churches 
and the BMA of 
Texas.” 

He said, “My prayer is that we will stand 
▲ Michael Pool

▲ Messengers gathered at First, Jacksonville
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▲ Jerry Fulton

I am always blessed to get to see people I love 
from across the state each year at the Annual Baptist 
Missionary Association of Texas Meeting. It was 
the twentieth meeting I attended since becoming 
editor of Baptist Progress. 

This year, I was so pleased with the concert 
presented by Karen Peck & New River. It was good 
to hear from many of you who expressed to me how 
much you enjoyed the group. As long as the Lord 
allows, Baptist Progress will continue to sponsor a 
concert at each annual meeting to encourage those 
in attendance and say thank you to churches across 
Texas for your partnership in ministry. 

Go ahead and mark your calendar for next year’s 
BMA of Texas Meeting to be held at Pathway, 
Waxahachie (formerly Farley Street, Waxahachie) 
Nov. 17-18, 2025.

As 2025 approaches, we are thinking about and 
will soon be planning more Ministry Connection 
Workshops for pastors, church staff and church 
members. Also, we will once more offer training 
for interim pastors. Stay tuned for details and check 
our website baptistprogress.org regularly for news 
about the workshops and training.

I pray that you will have a blessed Christmas and 
Happy New Year!

A good meeting in Jacksonville

I preached my first sermon soon after 
my junior year of high school. Several 
years later, near the end of my junior year 
in college, I came to realize that I needed 
to learn more about God’s word and work. 
The idea of attending BMA Seminary came 
to mind.

Because my local church supported many 
BMA ministries, I was already aware of 
BMA Seminary. More than one president 
had visited our church and local association 
meetings. However, I went through a period 
of searching as to whether I should attend 
seminary. One day as I struggled over what 
to do, the thought came to my mind, “I 
need some wisdom. What does the book of 
Proverbs say?” 

Reading Proverbs 2:1-5 confirmed my 
need to attend seminary. Solomon urged 

his son to receive his words, incline his 
ear toward gaining wisdom, apply his heart 
toward understanding, cry after knowledge, 
lift his voice for understanding, and seek 
that understanding like he would for a 
hidden treasure. When such things are done, 
“Then shalt thou understand the fear of the 
Lord, and find the knowledge of God.”

I wanted that knowledge, and Solomon’s 
words testified as to how one gains it! 
The actions in Proverbs 2:1-4 sound a lot 
like being in school. If I knew for certain 
that a treasure was buried in my backyard, 
unquestionably, I would search for it. 
Finding the knowledge of God is clearly 
available to those willing to listen and apply 
themselves by asking questions and seeking 
for understanding. 

I have never doubted that the Holy Spirit 

does not need 
a n  e d u c a t e d 
person to lead 
God’s people. 
But, the Spirit 
i n s p i r e d  t h e 
P rove rbs  and 
the instruction 
of  2  Timothy 
2 : 1 5  t h a t 
a d m o n i s h e s 
diligent study 
a n d  r i g h t 
dividing of the 
Word.  

BMA Seminary’s conservative and 
biblically based education is a great place 
to begin or continue your journey of finding 
the knowledge of God.

By PHILIP ATTEBERY, PHD, DMIN
BMA Seminary President

Finding the knowledge of God at BMA Seminary

▲ Dr. Philip Attebery
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By HEITH MITCHELL

A word from your Missions Office

▲ Isaias Martinez

▲ Kyle Cheatham

▲ Kevin Williams

▲ Brad Holcomb

The Annual  Meeting of  the Baptist  Missionary 
Association of Texas was special this year. I really 
en joyed  in t e rac t ing  wi th  the  members  a t  F i r s t , 
Jacksonvi l l e  and  Corners tone ,  Jacksonvi l l e .  We 
were warmly received and provided with great care. 
Local  church hospital i ty results  in the best  BMA 
family gatherings. We also received a warm welcome 
from staff  and students  when the meeting moved 
to  Jacksonvi l le  Col lege .  As  an  a lumni ,  i t  meant 
so much to be in the old chapel. The Jacksonville 
College Singers were a blessing.   I loved getting to 
see all of our missionaries and many of their families 
spread out across the stage. What a powerful closing 
message that David Erickson delivered in the chapel.  
       One of the most exciting parts of the meeting 
every year was the seating of messengers from new 
churches. Of the six new churches that joined this 
year, five of them are organized mission projects. The 
Lord is faithful to His disciple making mission.   He is 
increasing His churches in Texas. The BMA of Texas is 
growing. To God be the glory!

On behalf of your missionaries and mission staff, we 
wish each of you a Merry Christmas.  I hope that you so 
enjoy this season of remembering Emmanuel (God with 
Us) in the amazing form of Jesus our Redeemer.

A word from your missionaries:
JOSE GIL—
PROYECTO MISIONERO “LIDIA”—SPRING 
JOSEDARIO.GIL@GMAIL.COM

A sense of synergy as 
a real family has growth 
i s  b e i n g  e x p e r i e n c e d 
i n  S p r i n g .  M o s t  o f  t h e 
members are struggling to 
find employment and pay 
their bills. I am particularly 
g r a t e f u l  f o r  t h e i r  t r u s t 
when asking for advice and 
prayer. In July, I baptized Raidemar Escobar and she 

had a baby in September. In November, the baby, Reiner 
Jesus, was taken to the emergency room due to a liver 
illness. We had the opportunity to support the family, 
and the baby is back home. The family is grateful and 
their love and faith are growing. Praise the Lord!

Prayer Needs:
Please pray for my health and endurance and a source 

of extra income for me.

ISAIAS MARTINEZ—
CONROE MISSION   
ISAIASMJ1966@GMAIL.
COM

We have been accepted 
and recognized as a church 
by the BMA of Texas.

Prayer Needs:
Pray for the growth and 

expansion of the Church.

KYLE CHEATHAM—
GRACE CHURCH JARRELL MISSION   
KYLE@GRACEJARRELL.COM

S e v e r a l  m o n t h s  a g o , 
we baptized a young man 
(Byron)  and  he  and  h i s 
wife became members. In 
those ini t ia l  d iscussions 
about membership, I asked 
how he might like to serve. 
Immediately, he said that 
he would like to help with 
outreach and impacting the community. We have helped 
him and his wife to plug into discipleship and they 
have been super faithful in multiple ways. Now, he is 
heading up our spot at the local Christmas Festival and 
we will be talking about how he can build a team to do 
these kinds of things year round. He gets to serve in his 
giftedness and passion and it is a massive win for our 
church family.

Prayer Needs:
Please pray that we will follow through with a vision 

to mobilize our people to intentionally impact (each 
month) the shopping center where our church meets.

HAITAO HE— 
FREE SALVATION BIBLE MISSION 
IN CORPUS CHRISTI   
HAITAO.HE@BMATS.EDU

We loved our prayer meeting this month and we 
are very excited to have new friends who have no 
faith join us. We shared food and had some fellowship 

time. The atmosphere was 
so  warm and joyful  and 
e v e r y b o d y  w a s  a  g o o d 
time. Our new friends had 
a lot of curiosity about our 
prayer and our faith. We are 
looking forward to the next 
meeting.

Prayer Needs:
Pray that God will illuminate the hearts of our new 

friends who came to our prayer meeting this month.

BRAD HOLCOMB—
REDEMPTION HILL FT. WORTH    
BRAD@REDEMPTIONHILLFW.ORG

A cool story leading into 
the holidays is our advent 
involvement.  One of our 
e lders  organized a  team 
to help facilitate in home 
discipleship materials for 
our church. There has been 
real ly sol id buy in from 
our folks, specifically from 
our dads regarding growth in leading their families in 
discipleship to Jesus.

Prayer Needs:
Please pray for my grandmother (she raised me). She 

was recently admitted to the emergency room with high 
blood pressure. We ask for prayer that the Lord heals 
her, provides for her a healthy church and makes a way 
for her to possibly move closer to us. 

KEVIN WILLIAMS—
PORT ARTHUR MISSION   
MR.WILLIAMSP121@GMAIL.COM

Things continue steadily 
moving in Port Arthur. Our 
Thursday night Bible study 
wi th  Rober to  and  Betsy 
has been a great source of 
encouragement as we study 
through the book of John. 
Over the last few months 
the  fe l lowship  and  love 
have grown between us and I am thankful for that.

We  a re  s t i l l  t ry ing  to  make  in roads  in to  ou r 
neighborhood. We made and delivered cookies before 
Thanksgiving to our neighbors. One difficulty is that the 
sun goes down so early and people are not outside as 

▲ Jose Gil

▲ Haitao He

BMA TX MISSIONS continued on p. 11
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By JASON CURRY

Jason Curry is the president of the Texas Baptist 
Home for Children. Contact him at 629 Farley St, 
Waxahachie, Texas 75165, 972-937-1321 or jcurry@
tbhc.org. For more information, visit www.tbhc.org.

Additional support requested

An Expression of Everlasting Love  
Many of our friends choose to honor or remember a family 
member, a friend, or an associate with a gift for the children 
of the Baptist Home. Texas Baptist Home for Children, in turn, 
notifies the appropriate person. Listed in capital letters are 
those honored or remembered from Nov. 1-30, 2024.

ENDOWMENTS
E. ANN PACE: Karl Pace 
MYRA STOKES: Bill Stokes

HONORARIUMS
HOLLIN ANDERSON: James & Susan Anderson
MARY DUNAVANT: Michael & Cindy Dooly
PALMER ANDERSON: James & Susan Anderson
PASTOR CHARLES & CHARLOTTE JOHNSON: Rosewood 
Baptist Church, Gilmer
PAT & PEARL WILLIAMS: Nancy Edwards

MEMORIALS
ADA BELLE: Linda Keeling
ANNIE LEE MELTON: Glee Hutson
BARBARA BAKER: Charles & Charlotte Johnson
BETTY REEVES: Rosewood Baptist Church, Gilmer 
BILL STOCKS: Donald Traywick; Simmons Hill Baptist Church, 
Diana
BONNIE HESS: Charles & Charlotte Johnson; Rosewood 
Baptist Church, Gilmer 
BUDDY & LULU HAZELL: Cheryl Briscoe
BUSTER DUNN: Betty Dunn
CANDY DRUMM: Randy & Gloria Parks
CECIL BLAIR: Emma Burleson
CECIL DOWNEY: Carlie Downey
CHARLES MORRIS: Leon & Katy Engle
HALEY JOHNSON: Donna Johnson
IDA B. KEELING: Donna Perry; Catherine Reeves; Randy & 
Debbie Barr
JAMES MURPHY: Charles & Charlotte Johnson; Henry & 
Renesia Wilburn; Rosewood Baptist Church, Gilmer; Leon & 
Priscila McCauley; Donny & Paula Chamberlain; Jimmie Cross
JOHN WOLCOTT: Gay Mitchell
JOYCE GUTHRIE: Temple Baptist Church, Mexia
JUANITA ELLIS: Charles & Charlotte Johnson; Rosewood 
Baptist Church, Gilmer; Leon & Priscila McCauley
KAY JONES: Charlotte & Charles Johnson
KAY WOLCOTT: Gay Mitchell
LARRY ANGLIN: Karen Anglin
LINDA JOSLIN: Randy & Gloria Parks
LOUISE TOMPKINS: Larry & Donna Epps
NORMA JEAN AGA: Charles & Charlotte Johnson; Lewis 
Breames Post 6715 Veterans of Foreign Wars, Gilmer; Gregory 
& Martha Crep; Jimmy & Carla Shipp
OPAL H: Ann Rose
PAT FULLER: Andy & Nell McCuistion
PATRICIA ANN EMMERT: Lynette Wood
PATSY HARRELL: Jimmy & Carla Shipp
PAULINE SHIRLEY: Charles Sebring; Southlake Baptist 
Church, Waxahachie
SHARON MILCZANOWSKI: Christy Foster
TED & FRIEDA STANLEY: Neva McLaughlin
Virginia Samford: Temple Baptist Church, Mexia
WAYMAN MOORE: Simmons Hill Baptist Church, Diana; Mr. 
and Mrs. Doanld Traywick
WILLIAM DENNIS: Linda Dennis

Let me first say how wonderful it was to be with all of 
you at the BMA of Texas meeting last month. I was blessed 
by everyone I spoke to. As the year draws to a close, Texas 
Baptist Home for Children is reaching out to its community of 
supporters with a message of gratitude and a call to action. We 
have continued to be a pillar for children and families in the 
communities we serve, and we are striving to build that support 
in each of our new locations. I have set a goal to fundraise an 
additional $80,000 by the end of December.

In a year marked by significant challenges, TBHC has 
continued to provide essential services and support to foster 
children, foster and adoptive families and our global initiatives. 
We are deeply appreciative of the consistent generosity of our 
more than 250 monthly donors. 

This holiday season, we are asking our donors to consider 
doubling their usual gift for the month of December, or simply 
giving a generous gift for the first time. If each of our donors 
could increase their monthly contribution from $25 to $50, 
we would make significant progress towards our target for the 
end of our fiscal year. This additional support will allow us to 
continue making a profound impact on the lives of the children 
we serve.

We need the community’s support to achieve this ambitious 
goal. I understand that this is a significant request, but we 
believe in the power of our God using His people for a mission 
near to His heart. As 2 Corinthians 9:7-8 reminds us, “ So 
let each one give as he purposes in his heart, not grudgingly or 
of necessity; for God loves a cheerful giver. And God is able to 

make all grace abound toward you, that you, always having all 
sufficiency in all things, may have an abundance for every good 
work.” 

We want each donor to know that every time you give a gift, 
you are in the center of God’s will for you. Every extra dollar 
you give will bring us closer to our goal and ensure that we can 
provide the best possible care for the children who depend on 
us.

As we are in the holiday season and Christmas approaches, 
TBHC is hopeful that the spirit of giving will inspire our 
supporters and donors to help us reach this critical funding need. 
The organization remains committed to providing safe, loving 
homes and the support needed for 
children to thrive.

For more information on how to 
donate and support us, please visit our 
website at www.tbhc.org (QR Code) or 
reach out to us directly!

Thanks for giving kids a chance for 
hope.
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David Erickson is the president of Jacksonville 
College. Contact him at 105 B.J. Albritton Drive, 
Jacksonville, Texas 75766, 903-586-2518 or 
president@jacksonvillecollege.edu

By DAVID ERICKSON, Ph.D.

The Real Men Retreat will be hosted by Healthy Church 
Solutions and Daniel Springs Camp at the camp in Gary 
Jan. 17-18, 2025. Former New Orleans quarterback, Luke 
McCown, will be speaking, and worship will be led by 
Neil Dumas, worship leader of Cornerstone, Jacksonville. 
Registration cost is $75 with all meals and housing at the 
camp included. Attendees will need to bring toiletries and 
bedding. 

Activities will include corn hole tournaments, an archery 

competition (bring your bows) and a 42 tournament. Check-
in will begin at 1:30 p.m. Friday, Jan. 17 and the retreat 
will begin at 2 p.m. Activities will conclude before 4 p.m. 
Saturday, Jan. 18. A steak and baked potato dinner will be 
served Friday night. 

The registration deadline is Dec. 30, 2024. For information 
or questions contact Daniel Springs Camp at info@
danielspringscamp.com or 903-685-2433.

Registration Link: https://form.jotform.com/243295636800156

By JASON PREWITT
Daniel Springs Camp Director

Healthy Church Solutions and 
Daniel Springs Camp to host Real Men Retreat

As the end of the year approaches, at Jacksonville College 
we are very thankful for all the blessings God has made 
possible this last year. Here are just a few of them:

•	 The nearly 1,200 students that received a Jesus-centered 
education through Jacksonville College last year

•	 Students who in the last year accepted Christ as their 
Savior, strengthened their spiritual walk, or prepared for 
future ministry

•	 Bringing music back to the college and restarting the 
Jacksonville College Singers

•	 Our generous donors and supporting churches whose 
contributions made it possible to begin a Zero Tuition 
program to make a Christian education affordable for all

•	 Those who gave to  the Restoring the Heart 
of Jacksonville College campaign that allowed us 
to resume using our chapel, even as we continue 
remodeling it

•	 Creating a consortium with BMA Seminary that will 
enable the college to offer bachelor degrees next year 
and begin the transition to a four-year college

•	 Laying the foundation for a work college program that 
will close the financial gap for students while giving 
them practical career experience

As we look back over the last year, it is impossible to miss 
how God has been moving Jacksonville College forward. 
With your help, we will continue to build God’s kingdom and 
make a positive impact on the world by transforming the lives 
of our students. We look forward to seeing what God will do 
through Jacksonville College in the coming year!

Scan this with your 
phone to meet our 
students and see our 
vision for the future! 
Feel free to share 
these videos with 
your church or play 
them in a service.

Thankful for God’s 
blessings in 2024
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firm together, not only as the BMA of Texas, but as 
followers of Christ.”

DOCTRINAL STATEMENT AND 
BYLAWS CHANGES

Following the president’s message, the same slate 
of officers was elected to serve the Association a 
second year. Officers are Michael Pool, president; First, 
Jacksonville pastor Eric Johnson, first vice president; 
New Beginnings, Ferris pastor Mike McEuen, second 
vice president; and Eddie Ballard and Wayne McKay, 
recording clerks. Elected to preach the annual message 
at next year’s meeting was Dr. David Erickson, president 
of Jacksonville College. Sam Bradley, pastor of Heritage, 
Waxahachie, was elected as the alternate speaker. 

First, Jacksonville proposed changing the wording 
of the BMA of Texas Doctrinal Statement to match the 
wording of the BMA of America Doctrinal Statement 
concerning man and marriage. The change was proposed 
to guard BMA of Texas departments from government 
interference in light of the LGBTQ+ interference in 
today’s society. Baptist Progress, Baptist Missionary 
Loan Association, and TBHC trustees recommended 
changes to their department’s bylaws. All were passed 
without opposition. 

TBHC
TBHC President Jason Curry shared his vision for 

expanding foster care and continuing adoption services. 
This editor highly recommends that churches across the 
state invite Curry or development director Scott Arthur 
to share TBHC’s ministry and purpose.

Eleven breakout sessions were offered to attendees 
at the 2024 meeting covering various topics including 
family and church debt ,  church ass imila t ion and 
navigating church property insurance. 

CONCERT AND ANNUAL MESSAGE
Dinner was provided by 

Corners tone ,  Jacksonvi l le 
prior to the Monday evening 
session of the meeting. After 
dinner, Neil Dumas, worship 
leader of the church, led a 
fun t ime of  s inging whi le 
picking his banjo. This editor 
thanked pastors, church staff 
and others who have attended 
Bapt is t  Progress  Minis t ry 
C o n n e c t i o n  Wo r k s h o p s 
throughout the year and shared 
that free email subscriptions 
to Baptist  Progress are now available with every 
paid mail subscription. Each year, the informing and 
equipping ministry of the BMA of Texas sponsors a 
concert at the state meeting to edify those in attendance. 
This year, Southern Gospel group Karen Peck and 
New River presented an incredibly worshipful concert. 
People freely worshipped the Lord as the group sang His 
praises. 

David Cook, pastor of South Park,  Fort  Worth, 
elected to preach the 2024 annual message, chose as 
his text Matthew 7:15-20. He spoke of scripture being 
profitable for all things. In keeping with the theme, Cook 
encouraged pastors and others to stand firm against false 
teachers. 

He said, “They are liars, and they are our enemies.”
The pastor preached, “False prophets come for the 

soul purpose of destroying. They disguise themselves 
because they are wolves at war with the church.”

Cook spoke of how churches have security teams in 
place to protect congregations from outside threats, but 
pastors also must protect the church from within from 
those who have crept in to teach false doctrine. He said 
that false prophets are easy to spot by their fruit. 

The pastor stated, “They have a ‘Lord, Lord’ religion, 
not true faith. They have a ‘say-so’ religion, not a ‘do so’ 
religion.”

He concluded, “When false teaching takes place, it 
does not go unnoticed by God. He will strike them down 
and throw them into the fire. Therefore, pastors should 
strive to rightly handle the Word.”

TEXAS WMA AND 
LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE

Tuesday morning, the Texas Women’s Missionary 
Auxiliary (WMA) met, as did others for the Leadership 
Conference, sponsored by BMA Texas Missions. WMA 
President Cindy Allen reported that the state auxiliary 
raised over $30,000 to provide a new air conditioning 
system for Buckner Chapel at Jacksonville College. The 
2025 project will be signage for TBHC, with a goal of 
$30,000 being set. 

The  Leadersh ip  Confe rence  was  l ed  by  Todd 
West, pastor connections coordinator for BMA Texas 
Missions. He interviewed Dr. Steve Crawley and Ryan 
Johnson, leaders of the MD5 discipleship ministry. The 
discipleship effort leads men to grow in five areas—
faith, family, friends, finance and fitness. More about 
MD5 can be found on the ministry’s website, mdfive.org. 

Dr. David Erickson also spoke during the Leadership 
Conference sharing that  Jacksonvil le College has 
introduced a no loans program that provides work 
opportunities for students in need of financial assistance. 
The goal of the program is to keep students free from 
college debt. The college is also offering pastoral 
students computer technician courses, so they can find 
steady income while bivocationally serving churches. 
The president also said that the college has a goal for 
juniors and seniors who are pastoral students to serve 
as interns in both large and small BMA churches. 
Because classes are offered online, students will not be 
geographically limited. Jacksonville College trustees 
recently approved to make the school a four-year college.

BAPTIST MISSIONARY LOAN ASSOCIATION AND
BMA TEXAS MISSIONS

T h e  Tu e s d a y  a f t e r n o o n  s e s s i o n  w a s  h e l d  a t 
Jacksonville College. Reports were also presented for 
the Baptist Missionary Loan Association (BMLA), 

Jacksonville College and Master’s Builders. Despite 
the difficult economy, BMLA continued to provide 
loans to numerous churches during the 2023-2024 
year. Jacksonville College President David Erickson 
introduced the college’s faculty and shared his vision 
for the institution. To begin the meeting, the new 
Jacksonville College Singers debuted their first concert 
for the Association. Wayne Wimberly, who gave the 
Master’s Builders report, stressed the need for more 
volunteers for the ministry which builds, remodels 
and makes improvements to BMA church and ministry 
properties. 

Prior to a missionary commissioning service, led by 
Heith Mitchell, director of BMA Texas Missions, elected 
as BMA of Texas Missionaries were the following: 
Israel Martinez, Irving; Samuel Arellano, Henderson/
New London; Marvin Medina, Plano/Dallas and Kevin 
Williams, Port Arthur. 

The 125th Annual Session of the Baptist Missionary 
Association of Texas will be held at Pathway, Waxahachie 
Nov. 17-18, 2025.

BMA of Texas meets in Jacksonville 
for the first time in eighty-four years cont.

▲ Jacksonville College Singers

▲ Leadership Conference, l to r, Ryan Johnson, Steve Crawley 
and Todd West

▲ David Cook

▲ Missionary Commissioning Service
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Get a FREE EMAIL subscription 
with your paid mail subscription

Don’t miss any more news from Baptist Progress!

If you subscribe by mail, you have no idea how much 
news you are missing from your informing and 
equipping ministry, Baptist Progress.

Because we care that you get all the news, we are 
now o� ering a free email subscription with every 
mail subscription to Baptist Progress. 

In addition to the e-News Update, on the weeks 
a newspaper is not published, you will receive 
late-breaking news from BMA departments, 
conference and workshop information, 
death announcements and more via email 
with this free subscription.

To take advantage of this opportunity 
to add a free email subscription to 
your mail subscription, contact Lisa 

Maynard at lisa@bmatexas.org or 
call 972-923-0756 today. 

There is no reason to ever 
miss any BMA news again. 
Contact her today!

Christmas—the season of joy, lights, and giving. Is 
there anything more magical than this time of year? The 
chill in the air, festive trees, twinkling lights, and presents 
fill our hearts with excitement. But beyond the sparkle, 
Christmas offers a deeper, transformative opportunity. 
After all, it’s not just the most beloved holiday; it’s the 
most celebrated one worldwide.

This global celebration is rooted in the birth of Jesus 
Christ, the Messiah. Yet, what’s fascinating is how 
Christmas is embraced by both Christians and non-
Christians alike. This creates an incredible opportunity 
for sharing the message of Jesus with those who may not 
yet know Him personally. Across the globe, Lifeword 
partners are seizing this opportunity, using the season’s 
openness to spread the Gospel.

In the Philippines, Christmas doesn’t just begin in 
December—it kicks off in September! “When September 
comes, the malls start decorating with all the Christmas 
ornaments to welcome the season,” says Bro. Pete 
Etabag, Lifeword’s Asia Pacific Coordinator. With over 
86% of the Filipino population identifying as Roman 
Catholic, most have heard of Jesus, but many don’t fully 
grasp that salvation is a free gift from God.

“Most Filipinos believe they must earn salvation by 
following church rules,” Bro. Pete explains. This is where 
Lifeword and her partners step in. During the Christmas 
season, Filipino churches host special outreaches and one 
of the most impactful events is the Christmas Cantata. 
Choirs perform, drawing families and communities into 
churches where they hear the message of Jesus’ free-gift 
of salvation.

In Lebanon, Christmas is also a time of high activity. 
“The whole month of December is Christmas-themed,” 
shares  Bro .  Joe  Costa ,  Li feword’s  Western  Asia 
Coordinator. Just like in the U.S., children eagerly wait to 
meet Santa and share their Christmas lists. Families come 
together to enjoy home-cooked meals and reconnect 
with friends. But amidst the festive rush, Bro. Joe and 
his family focus on hosting youth events and Christmas 
Eve services, teaching about the true meaning of Christ’s 
birth and the salvation He brings.

Meanwhile, in Ghana, Christmas takes on a vibrant 
blend of cultural heritage and Christian traditions. 
“Ghanaian Christians celebrate with feasts, music, 
and traditional dances,” says Bro. Hayford Jackson, 
Lifeword’s Africa Regional Director. The richness 

of Ghana’s culture is woven 
into  Chris tmas fes t ivi t ies , 
making it an ideal time for 
Bro. Hayford and his team to 
share the Gospel through their 
outreach events.

Whether in the Philippines, 
Lebanon, Ghana, or here in 
the U.S., one thing remains 
cons tan t :  hear t s  a re  more 
open to hearing about Jesus 
during the Christmas season. 
Li feword  and  i t s  par tners 
recognize this special window 
of opportunity to introduce people to the true meaning 
of Christmas—the birth of Christ and the salvation He 
offers to all.

By DONNY PARRISH
Lifeword Executive Director

Spreading the Gospel: How Lifeword partners share 
the true meaning of Christmas worldwide

▲ Donny Parrish
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WMA meets in Jacksonville

The state WMA meeting convened in the Family Life Center 
of First, Jacksonville Nov. 19, 2024. Prior to the general meeting, 
the officers of the State WMA met together, sharing a delicious 
breakfast prepared by ladies of the church, as well as receiving a 
gift bag from them and a Christmas ornament from Cindy Allen, 
the state WMA president.

Cindy Allen called the meeting to order. Then Carol Murph 
from the host church welcomed everyone. After recognizing 
first timers, missionaries and national officers, Cindy opened in 
prayer. 

Dr. David Erickson gave an update on the project at 
Jacksonville College. To date, they have received $30,545 for the 
repairs at the college, vastly exceeding the goal of $25,000 set by 
the state WMA. He also announced that the state WMA officers 
had helped to rename the women’s hall to the Barnwell/Anabelle 
Anderson Hall.  

At this time, Maddie Johnson, National GMA second vice 
president, gave a brief report on GMA and presented every lady 
present with a hand-crafted bookmark. Then Lindsie Burchett led 
everyone in the WMA motto, and those in attendance sang “Just 
As I Am/I Come Broken.”

Savannah Steelman, the Texas and National Miss GMA, gave 
a short talk. Brenda Hornaday, the national WMA president, also 
spoke briefly. Charlotte Johnson presented the theme, “Broken 
Crayons Still Color,” taken from Psalm 147:3, “He healeth the 
broken in heart, and bindeth up their wounds.” Vonda Grun, the 
project promoter announced that $33,212 had been raised for 
the project thus far, with $30,545 going to the college. A final 
offering of $761.03 was taken at that time for the project.

At the sound of the gavel, the business session began with the 
seating of the messengers. Because of time constraints for the 
men, we heard from Bro. Jason Curry, president of Texas Baptist 
Home for Children (TBHC), and Dr. Phillip Attebery, president 
of BMA Seminary, about the two project choices. Cindy Allen 
prayed over the worthy projects before voting began. The vote 
chose the TBHC as the new state project. Lugene Sims made a 
motion to make the vote unanimous and prayed over the newly 
selected project. 

There was a motion and second to accept the normal officer 
recommendations with the addition of #12, which had been 
added during the morning officer’s meeting.  The officers had 
recommended giving BMA Texas Missions $900 to purchase 
half of a translation system to be used with Hispanic brothers and 
sisters at BMA of Texas meetings, including WMA meetings.

Vera Koonce gave a brief report on the Sunbeam state work 
and encouraged each church to work with their youth teaching 
them about the Bible and Jesus. Then Hayley Rasco gave an 
update about the GMA work in Texas.

By JOHNNIE ROSS
State WMA Editor

Cindy also referenced the resolutions submitted by the Fresh 
Start WMA of First, Maydelle. which are included here. Please 
clip them and reference them often during the coming year. 

“Be ye steadfast, unmovable, always abounding in the work 
of the Lord, forasmuch as ye know, that your labor is not in vain 
in the Lord” (I Corinthians 15:58). 

Let us resolve that:
We dedicate ourselves to the study of God’s Word, applying 

the principles to our daily lives, and making a difference in 
our troubled world, by upholding God’s plan for marriage and 
standing against homosexuality in a Christian spirit.

We support missionaries around the world with our love, 
prayers, financial support, and encouragement.

We offer benevolent help to the poor, aged, and suffering 
around us.

We reach out to women of all ages with instruction, incentive, 
and inspiration to enlist them in serving the Lord together in 
women’s ministry.

We affirm the right of the unborn.
We pray for our newly elected local, state and national 

government leaders.
We pray for healing for all parents and extended family 

members who have lost loved ones due to the ever-increasing 
school and church shootings.

We stand and prayerfully express our appreciation to the First 
Baptist Church of Jacksonville, and all who had a part in the 
preparation and hosting of the 2024 BMA of Texas meeting.

We express our gratitude to the Texas WMA Officers of 2023-
2024 for their leadership, and we pledge our prayers and support 
to the incoming officers who will serve in 2024-2025.

We pray for revival throughout our nation.
The following slate of officers was elected for the coming 

year. President, Cindy Allen (Cherokee), 1st Vice President, 
Diana Morris (Van Zandt), 2nd Vice President, Charlotte Johnson 
(Liberty), 3rd Vice President, Kristi Key (Van Zandt), Treasurer, 

Jo Strong (Hopkins), Asst. Treasurer, Lindsie Burchett (Wood), 
Editor, Johnnie Ross (Liberty), Historian, Alicia Johnson 
(Cherokee), Recording Secretaries, Glenda Chamberlain 
(Liberty) and Jackie Ricks (Wood), Project Promoter, Vonda 
Grun (Plains), Song Director, Karen Isaacs (Plains), GMA/
YLA  Promoter, Hayley Rasco (Ellis-Hill), Asst. GMA/YLA 
Promoter, Katie Allen (Ellis-Hill), Sunbeam Promoter, Vera 
Koonce (Harris), Asst. Sunbeam Promoter, Dera Moy (Harris), 
Project Selection Committee: Ava Pool (Liberty), Lugene Sims 
(Cherokee), Sarah Low (Liberty), Nominating Committee: 
Jeannie Walker (Tryon), Belinda Caudle (Wood) and Paula Ferus.  
Brothers Ryan Burchett, Leon Ross, and Charles Johnson were 
nominated for the advisory council. 

The registration committee reported 48 messengers with 
30 visitors, for a total of 78 present. Thirty nine churches were 
represented. A general fund offering of $258 was received. Vonda 
Grun set a goal of $30,000 for the TBHC project for the new year.

Charlotte Johnson introduced next year’s theme, “A Cup of 
Friendship.” She gave all the new officers a cup with the theme 
verse on it: Greater love has no one 
than this: to lay down one’s life for one’s 
friends.” (John 15:13). Shelby Barker 
prayed a prayer of dedication over the 
newly elected officers.

Cindy Allen led in the final prayer 
before dismissing the WMA meeting. 

Johnnie Ross is the State Women’s Missionary 
Auxiliary (WMA) editor. Contact her at johnnie.
gma.ross@gmail.com. For more information 
about the Texas WMA, visit www.texaswma.com.

▲ State WMA Officers
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Larry Barker is the pastor of Cornerstone, Jacksonville. 
He also serves as the operations director for North 
American Missions. For more information or to 
contact him, visit www.bmamissions.org.

By LARRY BARKER

FRED HEATH
Frederick Earl Heath passed away on 
Nov. 16, 2024. He was born Jan. 18, 
1935 in Palacios, Texas. He was the 
beloved husband of Billie Lee Stoy for 
nearly 72 years and was a cherished 
father and grandfather. Heath gave 
his life to the Lord and was called to 
the ministry at age 20 and served in the ministry for 66 years. 
He led the following churches as pastor: China Grove, Scurry; 
Mount Olive, Scurry; El Bethel, Terrell; Cayuga Drive, Athens; 
Friendship, Dallas; Bryan Street, Lamesa and Eighth Street, 
Grand Prairie. Funeral services were held at Victory Church in 
Scurry Nov. 20, 2024.

RONALD MORGAN
Larry Ronald Morgan was born March 
12, 1936 in Sarepta, Louisiana. He was 
married to Dianne, his beloved wife of 
66 years. Morgan served in the U.S. 
Army, later serving as a lay leader 
at First, Springhill, Louisiana, then 
surrendered to full-time ministry in 
1971. He accepted the call as associate pastor of Webb Chapel, 
Dallas, becoming pastor a year later and serving there until 
1999. Morgan returned to the church where he was saved by 
grace, First, Springhill, as interim pastor in 2000 and was then 
called as pastor of the church where he served until 2019. He 
served as president of the Baptist Missionary Association of 
America from 1988-1989 and again from 1999-2000. Funeral 
services were held at Reflections Chapel in Rest Haven Funeral 
Home, Rockwall Nov. 22, 2024.

BOBBY ADAMS
Bobby Joe Adams passed away Nov. 
24, 2024. He was born Jan. 23, 1935 
in Palmer. He was married to  Lillie 
(McIntosh) Adams until her passing. 
For 30 years, Adams operated ABC 
Cater ing and served as pastor of 
First, Ferris and later New Beginnings, 
Ferris. Funeral services were at Green Funeral Home in Red 
Oak Nov. 27, 2024.

The apostle Paul focused on “living out” what you say 
you believe about God and what you have been taught. Paul 
understood what it meant to be an apprentice under someone 
more skilled, experienced, or knowledgeable than he was. 
As a tentmaker, a Pharisee, and missionary team member 
(Barnabas), Paul learned from them then immediately began 
discipling others through imitation. In Ephesians 5:1 he says, 
“Therefore, be imitators of God, as dearly loved children.” 
The word here for “follower” or “imitator” means to mimic, 
and it describes a person who has decided to follow Jesus to 
carry His name and reflect Jesus in their life.

An imitator copies specific characteristics of another 
person, and the whole of the Christian life is the reproduction 
of godliness as seen in the person of Jesus Christ in every 
follower and disciple. The imitator desires to develop Christ’s 
character, love, forgiveness, kindness, actions, attitude, etc. 
into every space and area of life, driving this truth home 
multiple times and in multiple locations. In Ephesians 4:1 
the admonition is to “Live (walk) worthy of the vocation of 
the calling you have received.” You see, a disciple of Jesus is 
committed to being with and becoming like Jesus. 

1 Corinthians 4:16 says, “Wherefore I beseech you, be ye 
followers (imitators) of me.” Paul adds depth and definition 
in I Corinthians 11:1 “Be ye followers (imitators) of me, even 
as I also am of Christ.” That is a pretty bold declaration, 
but Paul is stressing the importance of practitioners of the 
principles of Christ not being the exception but the rule. 
Paul emphasized that saying you believe and agree with 
the scriptures without proving it by your life is a biblical 
deficiency. This same understanding of discipleship by 
imitation was taught to believers and churches throughout the 
New Testament. 

Philippians 4:9, says, “Those things, which ye have both 
learned, and received, and heard, and seen in me, DO: and 
the God of peace shall be with you.” James makes it clear 
that the expectation is not only “hearing” but also “doing.” 
There are two questions every follower of Christ needs to 
answer: 1) Am I following the example of Christ of other 
believers? 2) Is my example worthy of others following? 
Paul states very clearly, through God’s inspired word, that 
the journey of discipleship is founded upon a lifestyle of 
imitation. The ultimate goal is imitating Christ, and there is 
no hint of an “anything goes” or “mass chaos” individualism. 

From the first day of your spiritual journey, you are to be 
discipled by others through their godly example so you can 
then repeat the process through your godly example. The 
journey of discipleship has definite borders and guard rails to 
keep us out of the ditch on one side of human effort and on 
the other side, absence of personal responsibility. You must 
be in the Word of God and daily seeking the Holy Spirit and 
leaning on other believers regularly, but you are responsible 
to imitate Christ. You cannot have a culture of empowerment 
without a parallel value of accountability. Obedience is 
required.

How do we learn to imitate Christ? Through these three 
elements: Relationships, Experiences, and Information. It is 
imperative that these elements be built upon your personal 
walk with Christ. How is your spiritual walk right now? 
Are you thriving spiritually or only surviving? How is your 
prayer life? Prayer is a constant attitude of the heart toward 
an ongoing dialogue with Him. Followers and imitators of 
Christ must pray if they want a strong relationship with God, 

and you must have 
a healthy connection 
to Him if you expect 
your prayers to be 
effective. Relationship 
and communication 
cannot be separated.

Your relationship 
with others is first 
determined by your 
relationship with God. 
When you pray and 
begin praising Him, 
you orient your mind 
to the greatness of 
God, which enables 
you to pray according 
to His will and have 
the confidence that this great God can indeed grant your 
requests. The connection between the Word of God and 
prayer cannot be overstated. Prayer is talking to God, the 
scriptures are God talking to us, and the two always go 
together. Praying scripturally is the right way, and when you 
study prayerfully, discipleship by imitation begins.

Paul said to imitate him as he imitates Christ. The 
discipleship Paul is describing requires direct and close 
relationships with another disciple. Who is discipling you? It 
cannot be done from a distance and demands an investment of 
time and energy. The deepest impact on our core being comes 
from the investment of others into our lives. The narrative 
can be changed, but the truth remains that discipleship is 
about imitation not information, more caught than taught. It is 
not an anti-intellectual approach or being against curriculum 
but rather stating the greater challenge of imitation: willing 
disciples in proximity to others.

This is not a call to move away from truth or check 
our brains at the door but a reminder of Jesus teaching the 
Twelve through life-on-life and iron sharpening iron. Our 
systems and structures in many churches have not prioritized 
discipleship and especially imitation through the blood, 
sweat, and tears of daily relational accountability. When you 
discover pathways of discipleship that allow the flexibility 
and accountability everyone desperately needs, we function 
as a family. Relationships provide the context for the working 
out of an internal transformation. Where dialogue occurs, 
questions can be asked, assumptions can be challenged, sin 
can be confessed, and specific applications can be practiced.

Discipleship by imitation requires getting close to each 
other so we can learn, journey, and make mistakes together. 
Discipleship is not an event but a lifestyle of following Jesus, 
realizing the importance of an often overlooked space in your 
life called “transparent” space where you walk with Christ 
and three other disciples.

Discipleship by imitation
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THOM STEPHENS is the new pastor of Elwood, Wills Point.
DANNY CRAWFORD is the new pastor of Cornerstone, Jacksonville.

2025 BMA OF AMERICA MEETING
WHEN: April 22-25, 2025
WHERE: Pathway Baptist Church, Waxahachie

2025 SOAR STUDENT CONFERENCE
WHEN: July 2-4, 2025
WHERE: Loews Arlington Hotel, Arlington, Texas

2025 BMA OF TEXAS MEETING
WHEN: Nov. 17-18, 2025
WHERE: Pathway Baptist Church, Waxahachie

AVAILABLE MINISTRY POSITIONS
MUSIC—New Harmony, Tyler is seeking a full- time minister of music. 
Send resume to NHBC, 10251 FM 724, Tyler, Texas 75704 or call the 
church at 903-593-5811 for more information. 2/25

PASTOR—Calvary, Arlington is seeking a bivocational pastor.  Send 
resume to psc@calvarybaptistarlington.org. 1/25

YOUTH MINISTRY LEADER—First, Palmer is seeking a full-time youth 
ministry leader. For more information, email Pastor Gary Southard at 
pastor@fbcpalmer.org. TFN

MUSIC MINISTER—Eighth Avenue, Teague is seeking a bivocational 
music minister. Send resume to Pastor Roy Prather, 201 S. 8th Avenue, 
Teague, Texas 75860 or pastorroy@yahoo.com. 12/24

PASTOR—Mt. Olive Baptist Church of Scurry is seeking a bivocational 
pastor. For information call 972-935-2428 or email rebecca.
upchuch59@gmail.com. TFN

YOUTH/STUDENT MINISTER—Antioch, Gilmer is seeking a 
bivocational youth/student minister. Send resume to Pastor Michael 
Pool, 7391 Giraffe Road, Gilmer, Texas 75644, abcgilmer@gmail.com, 
or call 903-315-6822. 12/24

PASTOR—Old Bethel, Canton is seeking a bivocational pastor. Email 
resumes to OBBCResume@proton.me. TFN

PASTOR—Bethel, Clayton is seeking a pastor. Send resume to Joe 
Ogden, 563 CR183, Carthage, Texas 75633 or call 903-692-0000. A 
parsonage is available for the pastor. The church is located at 160 
CR1521, Clayton. Jerry Phillips is currently serving as interim pastor. TFN

The Baptist Missionary Loan Association (BMLA), a ministry of the Baptist Missionary Association of Texas, 
offers loans to churches for everything from land and building purchases, to additions and renovations.

Why consider a loan with BMLA?

We specialize in church building projects.
Since 1953, BMLA has provided loans for churches of the Baptist Missionary Association of Texas. No one 
understands the needs and goals of BMA congregations and related ministries better than BMLA. Recently, 
BMLA was authorized by the churches of the Baptist Missionary Association of Texas to offer loans to any BMA 
church in the United States. 

We offer competitive rates and terms.
Unlike many commercial lending institutions, BMLA can save your congregation thousands of dollars by 
requiring minimal closing costs and offering competitive rates.

Faithful stewardship finances our loans.
The money invested in BMLA by congregations and individuals finance our loans for building projects and 
land purchases.

For more information, visit bmla.org.
If you are ready, you may apply for a loan online at bmla.org. 

If you have more questions, call us at 972-923-0758.

We look forward to helping you make your dreams come true!

BMLA, P.O. Box 425, Waxahachie, Texas 75168
www.bmla.org
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▲ Marvin Mirena

much. I am continuing to try and cultivate relationships 
with coworkers at my school and we plan to have a 
second game night with a few of my colleagues this 
weekend.

I have also begun working on getting my teaching 
certification to teach ESL Reading. This is a hard 
process with multiple tests and much studying, so I 
appreciate your prayers for me.

Prayer Needs:
Pray that the Lord would give us urgency in sharing, 

genuine love for our neighbors and opportunities to 
share the gospel with fertile hearts. Also pray for our 
health as we enter the winter months. Lastly, pray for 
me as I work on getting my teaching certification.

CHRIS DRIVER— 
WEST TEXAS MULTIPLICATION NETWORK/
TEXAS MISSIONARY CARE 
CJDRIVER316@GMAIL.COM

Howdy from west Texas! 
This has been a wonderfully 
exciting month for us here 
a t  O a s i s .  We  h a v e  h a d 
s e v e r a l  y o u n g  f a m i l i e s 
c o m e  a n d  c o n n e c t .  We 
have seen our attendance 
grow to  around 40 on a 
consistent basis this month. 
But what makes it most exciting for me is that the ones 
who are coming are coming because of the investment 
of our people and not me. It is so exciting to see our 
people reaching out to the people in their spheres of 
influence and inviting them into their lives and into our 
church family. This transition is such an important piece 
of the planting process that I’m so thankful to see God 
beginning to bring about in our church. We continue to 
make inroads into the college and the neighboring town 
of Sundown through new relationships. We are really 
expecting to see God do some truly special things this 
next year in and through Oasis. Thank you so much 
for all you do for us. Please continue to pray. God is 
definitely on the move!

Prayer Needs:
A church van to help with new ministries
New connections to the college and Sundown
Open doors for the gospel

JOSE TORRES— 
TYLER HISPANIC MISSION   
JOSETORRES@GMAIL.COM

T h e  L o r d  h e a r d  o u r 
prayers! By ours, I mean 
you–the churches  of  the 
B M A o f  Te x a s  a n d  u s . 
Thank you!  I  know that 
your  suppor t  comes  no t 
only in financial form, but 
in preparation, motivation 
and prayer. Recently, we 
received the pleasant visits of Heith Mitchell and Elvis 
Garcia. You do not know how much we were encouraged 

by those visits. In my report last month I asked for your 
prayers for baptisms and in this report I can inform you 
that two boys are ready to be baptized. What excites me 
is that they are men who have not yet baptized men in 
our groups and I know that it is of utmost importance to 
have men come to the feet of Christ because they will be 
leaders in their homes and in the congregation. I hope 
we can open at least one more discipleship group with 
what is happening. Thank you my beloved brothers and 
sisters of the BMA for all your support! May the Lord 
greatly bless each of the congregations, pastors and 
leaders. It was also a great honor to be among some of 
you at the annual meeting in Jacksonville.

Prayer Needs:
Please continue to pray for Tyler’s New Life in Christ 

Church!

ADEREMI BADRU—
LIGHT HOUSE MISSION IN HOUSTON 
REMIBADRU44HOPE@YAHOO.COM

O u r  c h u r c h  p l a n t  i s 
making progress. We have 
decided to launch Feb. 9, 
2025. We are still trusting 
God  for  a  new loca t ion 
for worship but we do not 
want that to hold us back 
from launching. We have 
successfully planted a new 
church in Nigeria and inaugurated it in October. We 
are actively in the process of selecting two elders and 
preparing them for ordination. We have a vibrant youth 
group that’s ongoing with about five of them ready for 
baptism. We are grateful for your support and we hope 
that with your support we can find a more suitable place 
of worship that will enable our children and youth to 
have a conducive atmosphere during worship.

Prayer Needs:
Please pray for us to find a place of worship as soon 

as possible. Pray for the success of our launch. Pray for 
our baby church in Nigeria. Pray for the selection of 
elders. Pray for provision for the church. Pray for my 
wife for strength and pray for me so that I can always 
remain focused on the goal of pleasing Jesus.

TIM ALBA— 
THE BRIDGE MISSION IN SEAGOVILLE   
TIMALBA1986@GMAIL.COM

So far we have had made 
much progress this month. 
We have multiple people 
e n g a g e d  a n d  h a v e  h a d 
success sharing the Gospel 
w i t h  m u l t i p l e  p e o p l e 
leading to salvations. Our 
men’s ministry had a great 
outcome again and we now 
have multiple men engaged in our Bible studies. I think 
so far we have had much success through events and 
planning. It has brought much attention to our church 
with new people visiting of late.

Prayer Needs:
Please pray for Debbie Bickel.  She is currently 

dealing with cancer.

MARVIN MIRENA—
PLANO MISSION 
MIRENAMARVIN7@GMAIL.COM

T h e  m i s s i o n  i s  v e r y 
stable but we want to start 
r each ing  ou t .  We had  a 
del ivery of  gif ts  for  the 
children of the community 
a n d  t o o k  a d v a n t a g e  o f 
presenting the gospel .  A 
van was donated to us that 
wi l l  a ide  us  in  reaching 
children. 

Prayer Needs:
Please pray for my wife’s health, my children, my 

family from Spain, the congregation and our financial 
situation.

RUDY VILLAREAL—
HOMETOWN CHURCH MISSION IN HELOTES   
RVILLARREAL1@GMAIL.COM

We  a r e  s h a r i n g  t h e 
gospel and are encouraged 
because of your prayers. 
I  to ld  our  congrega t ion 
upon my return from the 
BMA of Texas Meeting that 
many churches are going 
to the Lord, lifting us up in 
prayer. They all were very 
grateful and appreciate each of you. Please continue to 
pray that God’s hand moves in this community.

Prayer Needs:
Pray that God brings laborers to work alongside us to 

share the Gospel.

BMA Texas Missions cont.

Heith Mitchell is the director of BMA of Texas Missions. 
Contact him at P.O. Box 73, Waxahachie, Texas 75168, 
972-923-0757 or hmitchell@bmatexas.org. For more 
information, visit www.bmatexasmissions.org.

▲ Chris Driver

▲ Jose Torres

▲ Aderemi Badru

▲ Timothy Alba 

▲ Rudy Villareal
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Merry Christmas 

HEITH MITCHELL, BMA Texas Missions Director
JERRY FULTON, Baptist Missionary Loan Association Director & Baptist Progress Director/Editor

DR. DAVID ERICKSON, Jacksonville College President
JASON CURRY, TBHC President

May you have a blessed Christmas 
celebrating the birth of our Savior!


