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Merry Christmas 

HEITH MITCHELL, BMA of Texas Missions Director
JERRY FULTON, Baptist Missionary Loan Association Director & Baptist Progress Director/Editor

DAVID ERICKSON, Jacksonville College President
JASON CURRY, TBHC President

May you have a blessed Christmas 
celebrating the birth of our Savior!
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By JERRY FULTON

While most Christians look forward to celebrating Christmas, there 
are those who dread its arrival. Some believers have said goodbye, at 
least temporarily, to a loved one in the past year. This year at the 
family table, there will be an empty chair where a grandparent, father, 
mother, son or daughter once sat. 

Scripture is clear that grieving is acceptable, even anticipated. 
When a loved one dies, their presence is missed. Solomon wrote in 
Ecclesiastes 3:1-4, “To everything, there is a season, and a time to 
every purpose under the heaven: A time to be born, and a time to die; 
a time to plant, and a time to pluck up that which is planted; A time to 
kill and a time to heal; a time to break down, and a time to build up; 
A time to weep, and a time to laugh; a time to mourn…”

Even so, the apostle Paul wrote words of comfort in 1 Thessalonians 
4:13-14, “And now, dear brothers and sisters, we want you to know 
what will happen to believers who have died so you will not grieve 
like people who have no hope. For since we believe that Jesus 
died and was raised to life again, we also believe that when Jesus 
returns, God will bring back with him the believers who have died” 
(paraphrased).

If you are one who has experienced the death of a loved one 
within the last year: 

•	 Take comfort in what has happened. If your loved one died in 
Christ, the precise moment they closed their eyes in death, they 
awoke in the presence of Jesus. Paul informed the Corinthians 
in 2 Corinthians 5:8, that to be absent from the body is to be 
present with the Lord. Although the body that housed his or her 
soul in this world has been buried, his or her soul is now with 
God and very much alive!

•	 Take comfort in what is happening. If your loved one died 
in Christ, he or she is experiencing eternal bliss in the presence 
of Jesus, the angels and all of the saints who have passed 
from this life. In God’s presence, they are experiencing no 
weeping, no hurt, no pain, no suffering, no sorrow, no disease or 
sickness and no night. Instead, your loved one is filled with joy, 
worshipping, laughing, dancing, praising and shouting “Holy, 
Holy, Holy” before the throne of God. 

•	 Take comfort in what is going to happen. If your loved one 
died in Christ, one day, he or she will return to the clouds of 

the sky with our Lord, receive 
his or her glorified body and rise 
from the grave. Those of us who 
are alive at the time of Christ’s 
return will join them in the air, and 
forever, we shall be with the Lord!

Those of you who have experienced 
the death of a loved one in the past 
year should go ahead and celebrate 
Christmas. Because Jesus was born 
of a virgin in Bethlehem and died on 
the cross, the sins of the believer are 
forgiven. Because Christ rose from the 
grave, eternal life is sure for the one who 
places his or her faith in the Lord.

I would be remiss to conclude without addressing the other side 
of the issue concerning one’s grief at Christmas. Certainly, there are 
some who have experienced the death of a loved one in the past year 
who died never having accepted Christ as their personal Savior. How 
does one deal with his or her grief, knowing a loved one is forever 
lost? Obviously, knowing such a fact is difficult to deal with, but 
not impossible. As one who has lost loved ones forever who refused 
Christ as Lord as Savior, I know how you feel. What’s more, Jesus 
knows how you feel. 

Thankfully, we do not have to bear such a burden alone as Christ 
has instructed us to bring our burdens to Him. He is more than able to 
lift your burden and give you peace. Then, when you arrive in Heaven 
someday, He promises to wipe away every tear from your eyes. At 
that moment, you will never again experience grief.

No matter what loss you have experienced in the past year, 
remember there is every reason to celebrate Christmas. Knowing that 
God loved you so much that He gave His only begotten Son, that if 
you should believe in Him, you would never perish but have eternal 
life, is reason enough to celebrate. Burdens are lifted at Calvary. Take 
your burdens to the Lord and leave them there. Jesus doeth all things 
well! 

Reprinted from previous issues

Dealing with grief at Christmas

▲ Jerry Fulton
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▲ Haitao He

By HEITH MITCHELL

A word from your Missions Office

BMA TX MISSIONS continued on p. 6

Exciting things are happening in our BMA family 
among our Spanish-speaking churches. We are seeing 
growth and health among these churches. You are 
currently supporting 14 Spanish-speaking missions. 
There are currently 24 established BMA churches among 
us. Some of these churches have recently joined us but 
some have been around 40 years. These churches are 
faithful and inspiring among us.

Around Houston, there has been a long and faithful 
fellowship of BMA churches made up of Centro de 
Vida network churches, churches started by Arnulfo 
Maldonado and current BMA of Texas efforts. Arnulfo 
worked to expand and strengthen this fellowship around 
the BMA of Texas. Elvis Garcia, your current BMA of 
Texas Missions Hispanic coordinator, continues to serve 
these churches and strengthen their fellowship.

We are excited about what God has done in 2023. A 
new BMA Association of Hispanic churches is forming 
in San Antonio with six churches involved. A new BMA 
Association of Hispanic Churches in the Dallas/Fort 
Worth Area has formed with seven churches. A new 
BMA Association of Hispanic Churches in east Texas has 
formed with six churches involved. These fellowships 
have been formed and organized like our other local 
associations. They are working together and have elected 
officers. 

Elvis is leading a cohort training 13 young leaders 
from these churches right now. There are some wonderful 
future leaders in this group. Last year, at the annual Texas 
Hispanic Men’s Conference, seven men surrendered to 
the ministry. Elvis is steadily hearing from Spanish-
speaking churches wanting to discuss fellowship with the 
BMA. We are praising the Lord that he is using us to do 
our part in reaching the millions of Hispanic people in 
Texas.

A word from your missionaries:
JAIME GARCIA—
IGLESIA BAUTISTA NUEVA VIDA MISSION IN GILMER
JAIME.GARCIA2911@GMAIL.COM

I  am happy for  God’s 
answer to prayers and their 
results, thanks to God and 
you. We continue with the 
mission even with all the 
tests that abound. We will 
c o n t i n u e  p r e a c h i n g  t h e 
glorious Gospel of Jesus. 
B e l i e v i n g  t h a t  G o d  i s 
opening doors.

Prayer Needs:
Please continue praying for  us,  my family and 

the brothers now that  we begin the direct ive and 
leadership.  We need God to  give us  direct ion so 
tha t  toge ther  we  can  p lan  a l l  the  a ffa i r s  o f  our 
congregation.

HAITAO HE—
FREE SALVATION BIBLE MISSION IN CORPUS CHRISTI   
HAITAO.HE@BMATS.EDU

T h a n k s g i v i n g  i s 
a lways  a  g rea t  t ime  fo r 
m e  t o  c e l e b r a t e  G o d ’s 
provision. This year, with 
all the ongoing events in 
between, we are uncertain 
a b o u t  w h a t  w e  c a n 
c e l e b r a t e .  M a n y  t h i n g s 
come with a concern. We 
had a breakthrough on one project, and I have to say 
that God is faithful and He never delays. I am of little 
faith, yet still loved by God!

Prayer Needs:
Pray that we will develop a relationship with new 

people we met from Thanksgiving events, and pray 
that God will be with us when we share the Gospel 
with them.

ISAIAS MARTINEZ—
CONROE MISSION  
ISAIASMJ1966@GMAIL.COM

It was an immense blessing 
and privilege to participate 
in the BMA of Texas Annual 
Meeting. Once again, we 
feel like part of a big family. 
Thank you BMA!

Prayer Needs:
Please pray that in the future we will have a place of our 

own.

RUDY VILLAREAL—
HOMETOWN CHURCH MISSION IN HELOTES  
RVILLARREAL1@GMAIL.COM

We passed out  Bibles 
and shared the gospel at our 
Town’s Christmas Market 
Days event. Our kids were 
excited and took the initiative 
to distribute Bibles with us. 
They were better at it than 
me! My son told me, “That 
people are more willing to 
take a Bible from a kid than an adult, Dad!” I think he 

▲ Jaime Garcia

▲ Isaias Martinez

▲ Rudy Villareal
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Give to help kids this Christmas
By JASON CURRY

Jason Curry is the president of the Texas Baptist 
Home for Children. Contact him at 629 Farley St, 
Waxahachie, Texas 75165, 972-937-1321 or jcurry@
tbhc.org. For more information, visit www.tbhc.org.

'Tis the season of giving, and what better way to spread 
joy and cheer than by supporting TBHC. Doing so, you will 
be helping foster children and children around the world 
in need. As we approach the end of the year, we urge you 
to consider making a donation to our agency. Each year 
Christmas funding declines and that sets the tone for the next 
year.

The holiday season can be a difficult time for many 
children who are in foster care. Many of these children have 
experienced trauma and instability, and they need our support 
now more than ever. By giving, you can help provide these 
children with the care and resources they need to thrive. 
As you know this year, we are celebrating our future 500 
adoptions but reflecting on the previous five hundred is also 
an incredible gift. If you have been a long-time giver, you 
know that we would not be where we are without you. If 
you are not investing in children’s futures currently you can 
start that today. TBHC is challenging our donors to give gifts 
of 500 or give $50 a month. Whatever you do will be an 
instrument investment in children for years to come. 

As you celebrate the birth of our Savior, gather with 
family, and remember the blessings in life, let's also 
remember those who are less fortunate. By giving to a foster 
care, adoption and children overseas, you can make a real 
and meaningful difference in the lives of those who have 
the greatest need. Your generosity can bring hope and joy to 
those who need it most.

Consider giving before the end of the year if you are able. 
You can find out more by going to our website tbhc.org. 
Your support can help to create brighter futures for children 
and families in need. Thank you for giving kids a chance for 
hope!

An expression of everlasting love
Many of our friends choose to honor or 
remember a family member, a friend, or 
an associate with a gift for the children of 
the Baptist Home. Texas Baptist Home for 
Children, in turn, notifies the appropriate 
person. Listed in capital letters are those 
honored or remembered from Nov. 1-30, 
2023.

ENDOWMENTS
E. ANN PACE: Martha & Karl Pace 

MYRA STOKES: Bill Stokes

HONORARIUMS
DUANE TURNER: Weldon & Lana Sparks 

BOCCA LOU CAGLE'S 90TH BIRTHDAY: 
Charles & Charlotte Johnson

BROTHER & MRS. CHARLES JOHNSON: 
Elizabeth Stokes

BROTHER & MRS. MICHAEL PHILLIPS: 
Elizabeth Stokes 

PARK BAPTIST EUNICE CLASS MEMBERS: 
Charles & Ronda Connelly

Memorials
ALAN LENNOX: Latch Missionary Baptist 
Church, Gilmer 

ISABELLA ROBERSON: Sandra Plaster 

JAMES GILES: Sharon Ingram; Grand Saline 
Chamber of Commerce; Mike & Mildred 
Rogers 

MARTHA WILLIAMS: Emma Burleson

NELDA MUIRHEAD: Rex & Ginger Tomlin

RYDER BLAZE CHANEY: Glen & Carolyn 
Saxon

SANDRA COVINGTON: Worker's Sunday 
School  C lass ,  F i rs t  Bapt is t  Church, 
Jacksonville

WANDA SHELL: Charles & Charlotte Johnson

KINZY JONES: DPT Services
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By DAVID ERICKSON, PhD
Jacksonville College is quiet once again. The classrooms 

are empty, the dorms are quiet and the student union is 
still. The semester is over and our students are home for 
Christmas. At the end of my first semester as president, 
I’m reflecting on how thankful I am for what God is doing 
here at Jacksonville College. Here are just a few of the 
things I’m thankful for:

I’m thankful for our students. I’m especially grateful 
for the spiritual hunger in our students. They want to know 
God and understand their Bibles. Most of all, so many 
want to follow hard after Jesus. It can be hard to keep up 
with them, but that’s a great problem to have!

I’m thankful for our faculty and staff. They work very 
hard to serve our students. They are not interested in doing 
the bare minimum, but invest time and effort into our 
students. They don’t just academically nurture minds and 
athletically discipline bodies, they disciple the souls of 
these young people.

I’m thankful for those who are partnering with us. The 
prayer warriors who lift us up, the alumni who keep the 
flame of our heritage, the faithful financial partners who 
give even a few dollars every month, and those who are 
working with us to find new opportunities for the college—
this ministry would not be possible without them.

I’m thankful for our supporting churches. Nurturing 
the life and work of local churches is the entire purpose 
of Christian education. I am so thankful for the churches 
who see the long-term value in this ministry and choose to 
generously and faithfully support it.

Thankful to Serve

Three months ago, Jacksonville College launched a 
capital campaign to refocus on spiritual matters by restoring 
the heart of our campus, Buckner Chapel. The $500,000 
campaign will install a new roof, replace the broken HVAC 
system, and refurbish the lighting system.

So far more than $50,000 has been given to Restore 
the Heart of Jacksonville College. Individuals, churches, 
local associations, and even fellow BMAT departments 
have given to the effort. The Jacksonville College Alumni 
Association has also risen to the challenge. They have 

already raised more than $30,000 and set a goal of raising 
$150,000. In addition, at their November meeting the 
Texas WMA adopted the chapel as their project for the 
next year with a goal of $25,000. We are excited to see the 
Jacksonville College community rallying behind this project 
and anticipate that more than $100,000 will have been 
raised by the end of this month. As more donations arrive, 
this will also allow the college to sign contracts for the first 
phase of the work as well as apply for grants to assist with 
the project.

Update: Restoring the Heart of 
Jacksonville College
By DAVID ERICKSON, PhD

David Erickson is the president of Jacksonville 
College. Contact him at 105 B.J. Albritton Drive, 
Jacksonville, Texas 75766, 903-586-2518 or 
president@jacksonvillecollege.edu

By JOHN ADAMS, DMin
Moral Action Executive Director

The man who made the highest profession of faith in the 
Bible is mainly remembered as “Doubting Thomas.” To be 
sure, he was a doubter, but he defeated his doubts. His faith 
won out.

Why is it that most people are so quick to overlook the 
good things about a man, but recall in vivid, technicolor 
detail his mistakes? Shakespeare had Marc Antony to say, 
“The evil that men do lives after them; the good is often 
interred with their bones.” How we all have made technicolor 
mistakes! 

Let’s look at these pictures: God would say to us, through 
the experience of Thomas, that doubts can be overcome, that 
faith, when assailed, can win; that it is possible for the same 
man who said “I will not believe” (vs. 25) to come to the 
point of saying “My Lord and my God!”

Thomas – a daring realist – John 11:7-16.
Lazarus was critically ill and died.  Christ had narrowly 

escaped mobs who demanded his death by stoning. Now 
Jesus was to return to Judea and the disciples spoke of fear 
for his life. Thomas said “Let us also go!” He showed himself 
to be an unswerving loyalist. He had made his decision to 
follow Jesus.

Another picture: Thomas – absolutely honest – John 
14:4-5 

We find Jesus giving his friends those wonderful 
instructions in chapters 13-17. The impulsive, honest voice 
of Thomas rings out in chapter 14. They did not know the 
destination, so how could they know the way. If Thomas 
had not asked the question, we may never have had these 
clarifying and comforting words of Jesus.

Next picture: Thomas – absent from his place.
Everything was changed now. The shadow of the cross 

had ceased to be a shadow. Jesus was dead and in the grave. 
By that death, the disciples had been scattered. But by the 
news of the resurrection they had been regathered.

We do criticize him for being absent from the meeting, but 
we look carefully and absolutely honest, for Thomas declined 
to profess a faith he did not have. He was an honest doubter. 
He was not playing mental gymnastics, he was a serious 
seeker of the truth.  He was more than doubting Thomas he 
was Seeking Thomas. This man wanted to know.

We admire Thomas for he was with the believers the next 
Sunday evening and there he cried out “My Lord and my 
God!”

Another picture: Thomas – present with the saints.
He missed the first blessing because he was not with the 

saints, but received certainty in his own faith because he was 
present with them the second time. When Thomas was alone, 
he was doubly alone. Nowhere is one more likely to find 
Christ than in the company of those who love Christ.

You don’t have to doubt!

Mistakes
John 20:24-28By SERGIO GARDEA

Jacksonville College
The Jacksonville College Lady Jaguars recently concluded the 

2023 season when they fell short to Navarro College (ranked 10th 
in the nation) in the Regional Quarter Finals. This is the fourth 
consecutive season the Lady Jaguars qualified for the regional 
playoffs, ending the season with a winning record of 8-7-1.

This year’s team had a diverse roster with players hailing from 
Costa Rica, Mexico, Honduras, Germany, South Africa, and Italy 
along with East Texans such as Taylor Gutierrez and Michelle 
Medellin (Jacksonville), Madilyn Powers and Avigail Bazaldua 
(Henderson), and Evelyn Cornelio (Tyler).

A standout player for the Lady Jaguars was Diana Godinez, a 
Houston native, who set a new school record by scoring 13 goals 
during the season. Freshman Emelly Chicas was another key 
player, ending the season with 6 goals and 3 assists. A native of 
Honduras, during the course of the season Emelly was selected 
to represent her country in the Women’s Gold Cup Qualifiers and 
started matches against Martinique and Nicaragua as part of the 
Honduran National Team.

We are very proud of the hard work by the Lady Jaguars this 
season and the leadership provided by Head Coach Sergio Gardea.

Lady Jaguars Complete 2023 Soccer Season
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President Jason Curry and the staff of Texas Baptist 
Home for Children (TBHC) hosted a celebration of the 
500th adoption with which the ministry has been involved 
in November. National, state and local officials or their 
representatives were present for the event. Local pastors 
and the department directors of the Baptist Missionary 
Association of Texas also attended the celebration. 

Richard Smith, pastor of Pathway, Waxahachie (formerly 
Farley Street, Waxahachie) was called on to pray. The 
church was established several years ago so that children 
who were residents of TBHC could have a place to attend 
church. In fact, the congregation first met on the campus of 
TBHC.

Proclamations were presented to Curry on behalf of 

Governor Greg Abbott, Congressman Jake Ellzey and State 
Representative Brian Harrison commemorating the 500th 
adoption in which TBHC participated.

A brief history of TBHC was shared as well as the 
importance of the organization’s foster care and adoption 
ministries by staff members. Curry, who himself is an 
adoptive parent of two sons, said, “When we look back 
and celebrate what God has done here it should swell our 
hearts.” He continued, “But we are not satisfied talking 
about the previous 500. Because there are so many boys and 
girls that want what I’ve been able to give mine.”

Having previously worked with an outside adoption 
service, TBHC opened its own adoption service in 2004. 
TBHC averages 25-30 adoptions every year. In addition 

to foster and adoption services, TBHC provides a teen 
pregnancy care ministry as well as post-adoption services. 
In recent years, TBHC began overseeing Compassionate 
Hope, an overseas orphan ministry.

To conclude the celebration of the day, a special adoption 
service was conducted in TBHC’s chapel for the 500th child 
to find a forever home through its adoption ministry. Those 
in attendance gathered at the base of what was TBHC’s 
dinner bell, once used to call children in for suppertime. 
Now the bell is rung to let those within earshot of its ringing 
that another child has just become part of a loving adoptive 
home.

For more information about the ministries of TBHC, visit 
tbhc.org.

By JERRY FULTON
Baptist Progress Director/Editor

TBHC celebrates 500th adoption and 500 more to come

▲ President Jason Curry ▲ Adoption Ceremony ▲ Bell Ringing

BMA Texas Mission cont.

BMA TX MISSIONS continued on p. 10

is right, but praise God that His Word got into the hands of many 
people.

Prayer Needs:
Please pray that in this upcoming caroling event to our 

neighborhoods we encounter people with soft hearts ready to 
receive the gospel with gladness. Pray that we are light and salt to 
our city. Thank You for your ongoing support.

ROBERT LEE—
HARMONY BAPTIST CHURCH IN NORMANGEE REPLANT 
BRO.ROBERT.F.LEE@GMAIL.COM

C o m i n g  o u t  o f  t h i s 
Thanksgiving and entering the 
Christmas season, we are so 
thankful for the good things 
happening at Harmony.   We 
are excited about inviting our 
community to our Christmas 
cookie and cocoa fellowship 

this month and hope to use that time as an opportunity to build 
more relationships with people in our community.

Prayer Needs:
Pray for us to continue building more relationships in our 

community during the Christmas season.

CHRIS MINDI—
ANCHOR AUSTIN MISSION IN LEANDER    
CHRIS.MINDI@BMATS.EDU

Put Off, Put On
J e r e m i a h  6 : 1 – 7 : 2 9 ; 

Colossians 3:1–17; Proverbs 
12:1–28

We often hear that being 
a good Christian means not 
doing bad stuff. This statement 
is true—but not exhaustive. 
In Colossians 3, Paul says, 
“Therefore put to death what is 

earthly in you: sexual immorality, uncleanness, lustful passion, 
evil desire, and greediness, which is idolatry” (Col. 3:5). He then 
lists other inappropriate behaviors: “anger, rage, wickedness, 
slander, abusive language” (Col. 3:8). And he also lists new 
behaviors we need to “put on,” like “affection, compassion, 
kindness, humility, gentleness, patience” (Col. 3:12).

From this we can gather that, as Christians, our lives should 
look different. But is there more to this command than certain 
behaviors?

We’re not supposed to put on new behaviors simply so that 
we can have polished, admirable lives. Colossians 3 opens 
with a statement: “Therefore if you have been raised together 
with Christ, seek the things above, where Christ is” (Col. 3:1). 
Believers identify with Christ—just like we’ve died with Him, 
we’ve also been raised with Him. He is life for us. And one day, 
we will be reunited with Him, and we’ll reflect Him perfectly.

All of Paul’s teaching rests on this truth. And all of our 

▲ Robert Lee ▲ Chris Mindi
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After planning for a year, the weekend finally arrived 
for the congregation of First, Palmer to celebrate their 150th 
anniversary as a church. A prayer service was held to pray 
about the past, present and future provision of the church 
Nov. 17. 

The celebration included a festival with food trucks, 
horse-drawn carriage rides, handmade goods for sale, a 
quilt show, an antique tractor show, church building tours, a 
petting zoo and bounce houses. An outside concert was also 
performed by nationally-known Southern Gospel group, The 
Erwins, Nov. 18.

During the Sunday service, the Ellis County Singers filled 
the choir loft and David Baxley, who served as pastor from 
1990-1999, brought the message. A time capsule was also 
dedicated during the worship service. After the service, a 
catered meal was enjoyed and a microphone was passed 
around so that individuals could share their experiences of 
the church.

Since Gary Southard became pastor around two years ago, 
the church has seen a steady increase in attendance, updated 
facilities and increased the size of their fellowship hall with 
the new area doubling as additional Sunday school space. 
On the Sunday celebrating the church’s sesquicentennial 
anniversary, 202 people were in attendance.

For more information about First, Palmer, visit https://
www.fbcpalmer.org/

First, Palmer celebrates 150 years of ministry
By JERRY FULTON
Baptist Progress Director/Editor

▲ First Baptist Church of Palmer

▲ Pastor Gary Southard, dressed to reflect the past

▲ Petting Zoo

▲ Tents under which members sold their homemade goods

▲ The Erwins in Concert ▲ Ellis County Singers
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By SARAH LOW

Sarah Low is the Texas Women’s Missionary 
Auxi l iary  (WMA)  edi tor.  Contact  her  at 
sarahbethlow@gmail.com. For more information 
about the Texas WMA, visit www.texaswma.com.

Begin making plans to attend our summer retreat at 
Northside Baptist Church in Conroe July 19-20, 2024. The cost 
is $45 if registration is received before June 1 and $55 after 
that date. More information will be posted later. 

DISTRICT NEWS
Mt. Olive WMA continues its commitment to bring women 

together to reach out to the lost and those in need by sharing 
God’s love. The fellowship we enjoy with each other is worth 
the time and effort. We are encouraged that other churches in 
our district are showing interest. We continue to meet quarterly 
with four churches being represented: Antioch, Bethel, Old 
Center, Ramah. Virginia Spurlock of Old Center, Tenaha will 
continue to lead us for the 2023-2024 year as district president. 
Leona Wimberly, her husband, Wayne, and Emily Baker, all of 
Old Center, attended the National WMA meetings in Conway, 
Arkansas. They have been faithful to attend association 
meetings locally, state and nationally, always reporting the 
excitement of the Baptist Missionary Association. Our WMA 
supports Sunbeams and GMAs. For the first time in a number 
of years, our Sunbeams were unable to attend the house party 
in July at Jacksonville College. Antioch and now Mt. Calvary, 
Carthage have an active group of Sunbeams and GMAs. We 
sent $1,690 from our district to our project, We Are Free. 
Our project again this year will be We Are Free, a faith-based 
charitable mission in Arkansas, combating human trafficking. 
We look forward to the coming year. We ask for your prayers 
as we encourage other churches to join us in fellowship on the 
4th Tuesday of October, January, April and July. We strive to 
reach out in service, to Sunbeams, GMAs, YLAs and missions.

Cherokee WMA First, Jacksonville Oct. 17. A meal of 
soups, crackers and veggie bites were served by the host 
church and desserts were provided by Afton Grove WMA. 
Vice President Nancy Washburn called the meeting to order. 
Carol Murph introduced Aleesa Morris who presented the 
song, “Wonderful, Merciful Savior,” in sign language, then 
Tammy Woods was our guest speaker. Tammy with her 
husband, Larry, are missionaries to Ukraine though currently 
living in the United States. God has been faithful to them since 
her husband’s health problems. Tammy spoke of her love for 
Ukrainians and the European region. She also reminded us to 
put on the spiritual armor every day, especially the helmet of 
salvation. Titus 2:13 reminds us “while we wait for the blessed 
hope, the appearing of the glory of our great God and Savior, 
Jesus Christ,” we should be sharing the gospel. After telling us 
about being lost in a forest in Ukraine with no GPS, God sent 
a way for her to find her way out of the darkness; so should 
we be obedient to God by putting on the armor of God and 
He will take care of the rest. The business meeting proceeded 
afterward with Secretary/Treasurer Lugene Sims gave the 
minutes and treasurer’s reports. The District WMA will raise 
funds to support our two projects, Jacksonville College with 
the renovations of Buckner Chapel and the BMA Seminary on 
remodeling their student housing. The next meeting will be at 
First, Maydelle at 2:30 p.m. Jan. 14, 2024.

Liberty WMA met at Antioch, Gilmer Oct. 7, 2023. The 
Bible reading was from Psalm 19:1-4, which speaks of the 
heavens declaring the glory of God and the skies proclaiming 
the work of His hands. This was compared to the Star of 
Bethlehem. The business of the district was conducted and 

Shirley Hoffpauir promoted the Sunbeam November program, 
“Worry Warts.” Assisting her was a puppet named George who 
worries about everything. The district WMA raised $3,339.50 
for their project. The project for this coming year will be a 
nutrition and Bible study group in Vietnam. The goal is $2,500. 
The children and teenagers are taught English by using the 
Bible and volunteer teachers in the United States teach Bible 
lessons through Zoom. The students are provided with food 
before their classes. Mellissa Henry proposed a change to the 
GMA meeting schedule for January and April, suggesting that 
meeting on Sundays will help improve participation by our 
GMA girls. This was approved. Music was presented by the 
GMAs of Antioch. Our speaker, LeAnne Gross, represents 
Overseas Missions Fellowship and is raising funds to serve 
on the mission field in Japan. Her interest in becoming a 
missionary to Japan was sparked by an introduction to a 
missionary couple while attending LeTourneau University. Her 
experiences while there seem to have been widely varied and 
eye-opening. She expressed the fact that she had encountered 
so many different religions and, yet, they seem to be similar. 
Each has their own “god” and none included Jesus. She was 
presented with a love offering at the conclusion of her talk. 

Summer WMA Retreat

The Baptist Missionary Association Theological Seminary 
continues to be blessed as it provides accredited theological 
to those interested in developing skills needed for leadership 
roles within varied Christian ministry contexts. In 2023, 
BMA Seminary completed its 66th year of operation.

Students from more than 15 of the United States and 18 
foreign countries took courses during the 2023 academic 
year. Nineteen students graduated in May 2023 with either an 
Associate of Divinity, Bachelor of Arts in Religion, Master 
of Arts (Religion), Master of Arts (Pastoral Theology), 
Master of Arts in Church Ministries or Master of Divinity 
degree. Graduates included students from Arkansas, Illinois, 
Mississippi, Oklahoma, Tennessee and Texas. Graduates also 
came from Cape Verde, China, the Philippines, and South 
Korea.

Several new projects began in 2023. First, a project 
that renovated the seminary’s playground was started 
and completed thanks to the sponsorship of Jacksonville 
Leadership, a local community organization. Second, the 
seminary introduced two programs of study in disciple 
making that are especially favorable for laypersons: the 
Master of Arts in Disciple Making degree and the Certificate 
in Disciple Making. Third, the seminary began a capital 
campaign that will continue through 2024 with plans to 
provide much needed renovation to student housing and the 
seminary’s main parking areas.

Those interested in developing skills and strategy essential 
for disciple making are encouraged to contact the seminary 
dean’s office for more information on how to enroll in Spring 
2024 classes. Those interested in helping to improve the 

seminary’s campus are encouraged to contact the seminary 
president’s office.  

Also, BMA administrators and faculty visited countries 
in Africa, Central America, and South America to provide 
advanced religious studies for various Bible institutes. Visits 
to Africa will continue in 2024 for the purpose of equipping 
local pastors associated with BMA mission work. Financial 
support for this ministry is also appreciated. 

BMA Seminary provides accredited theological education 
to qualified individuals by seeking to equip them for Christian 
service and leadership roles.   The seminary supports the 
educational needs of the Baptist Missionary Association of 
America and other groups who share a like commitment to 
the authority of Scripture by offering certificates, associate, 
bachelor and masters’ degrees. 

By PHILIP ATTEBERY, PHD, DMIN
BMA Seminary Vice-President/Dean

BMA Seminary recap of 2023
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By LARRY BARKER

Keeping your buckets filled

Larry Barker is the pastor of Cornerstone, Jacksonville. 
He also serves as the operations director for North 
American Missions. For more information or to 
contact him, visit www.bmamissions.org.

Leading on Empty is a book by Wayne Cordeiro that 
can also be a reality in your life. How do you keep your 
tank full and your passion renewed? There are four 
buckets that Hal Seed says need to be kept full: spiritual 
practices, character strengths, relational skills and ministry 
experience. As a leader you must not only lead yourself 
well but lead others well also. Your intimacy with Christ 
will enable you to leverage influence for Christ. You are 
called to live like Jesus and to lead like Jesus.

Relational skills are paramount in leadership because 
of the importance of team building, problem solving, 
time management, resolving conflict, communicating 
well then executing your God-initiated plan. In building 
your relational skill set, you must know yourself to lead 
yourself. You must be willing to evaluate how God hard-
wired you. Are you more of an extrovert or introvert? Are 
you more people oriented or task oriented? What are you 
passionate about? Are you more bent towards working on 
a team or working alone?  Knowing yourself means you 
are aware of your strengths and weaknesses.

Emotional intelligence cannot be overlooked in 
leadership. Effective leaders know Christ intimately, know 
what they need to know through instruction, and know 
themselves and their inclinations. If you are walking with 
Christ and receiving the instruction needed for the task 
ahead but have no self-awareness, you will be frustrated. 
Three markers in developing your relational skills are self-
discipline (knowing Christ), self-development (knowing 
the right stuff), and self-discovery (knowing yourself). 
Everyone has blind spots, and you need to spend time with 
the Lord asking Him to show you yours.

How do you develop relational skills? First, love people 
the way Christ loves them by valuing them. Philippians 
2:3 says it like this: “Let nothing be done through strife or 
vainglory; but in lowliness of mind let each esteem others 
better than themselves.” Think about what number you 
place on someone’s value in your life and ministry. Is it 
a six or a seven or some other number? The reality is that 
they will never surpass the value number you assign them. 
Go ahead and give them a ten because if you find yourself 
always busy doing things you are not gifted to do, maybe 
it is because you are not equipping, empowering, and 
deploying others.

God has sent people to you to help you on the journey 
and to help your church to address its deficiencies. 
Relational skills are required in leading the church to 
where God is guiding it to go by creating a climate for 

change. By loving and valuing the people around you, 
you can then begin building a team that challenges, 
encourages, and esteems one another. Focus on the 
coalition of the willing and remember that you will always 
have the Sanballats and Tobiahs around (See Nehemiah). 
Make sure that you are not being overly swayed by the 
vocal minority or the squeaky wheel but also be willing to 
minister to them as best you can.

Your relational skills will become crucial when facing 
trials or leading change. Sometimes they can be the same 
thing. In a lot of churches, the word change is almost a 
cuss word. In a recent Healthy Church Solutions training 
Dr. John David Smith reminded us about empathy. When 
leading change that is God-initiated, learn to empathize 
with those who are struggling with that change. Every time 
there is change, someone will see it as a loss. Make sure 
you explain the reason for the change. If people believe 
in the “why” then they will accept the “what.” Have you 
slowed down long enough to carefully explain the why?

Ministry experience is the fourth bucket. Here is what 
Hal Seed has to say on this: “We put most of our personal 
development attention on collecting ministry competencies 
like preaching and leading, but somehow, it’s never 
enough. We still have problems and our churches don’t 
grow. Ministry expertise is more than the competencies of 
being a pastor. It’s  the wisdom that comes with learning, 
experience, and reflection so that with broad knowledge 
you can do the right things to see your church grow.” 
Maybe you have no ministry experience but there is 
someone out there who does. Go find him and learn from 
him.

Leadership requires passion and discipline to accomplish 
our God-initiated vision for the ministry He has placed us 
in. Here is a great description from Dr. John David Smith 
of what passion and discipline need to look like: Passion 
sees the vision; Discipline translates it into action. Passion 
attracts a team; Discipline builds the team. Passion makes 
good decisions; Discipline implements the decisions. 
Passion establishes values; Discipline lives the values out. 
Passion envisions a healthy culture; Discipline makes it 
happen. Passion describes the goal; Discipline forms the 
strategy to reach the goal!                                                                         

Passion creates priorities; Discipline executes the 
priorities. Passion generates ideas; Discipline turns them 
into reality. Passion challenges people to grow; Discipline 
helps them do it. Passion drives innovation; Discipline 
drives implementation! 

Paul was passionate, but he also had a plan he followed 
given to him by the Lord. When thinking about these 
buckets that need to be filled (spiritual practices, character 
strengths, relational skills, and ministry experience), make 
sure you are not having a pep rally without a game plan. 
What steps do you need to take in each of these areas to 
become a better leader? Make a list and begin working on 
them today.
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▲ Jamie Henriquez

▲ Chris Driver

BMA Texas Mission cont.
actions should reflect this new life we have in Christ. We 
shouldn’t continue in the old behaviors that used to be 
common to us (Col. 3:7). We are changing into His likeness. 
“You have taken off the old man together with his deeds, 
and have put on the new man that is being renewed in 
knowledge according to the image of the one who created 
him” (Col. 3:9–10).

Avoiding certain behaviors is part of being a Christian, 
but it’s hardly just that. It’s about a new life built completely 
on the foundation of Christ’s life-giving work. We should 
forgive one another because He forgave us (Col. 3:13). 
We should love each other and strive for unity because He 
loved us and united us to Him (Col. 3:14). We should strive 
for peace with one another because Christ has conquered 
chaos (Col. 3:15). The message of Christ and our new life in 
Him should help us encourage and challenge each other as 
believers (Col. 3:16).

Does your life reflect this new life? How can you turn 
from simply avoiding bad behavior to seeking new life in 
Him?

Prayer Needs:
Pray for us at Anchor, Austin, that we as leaders depend 

on God for His timely wisdom in making decisions with 
humility.

Pray for Georgetown, Texas as we plan to start worship 
services soon in the new year.

Pray especially for the Indian community in north Austin 
for God to move his spirit both in Christians and Hindus to 
be open about missional living and for Hindus, willing to 
listen to the truth.

BRAD HOLCOMB—
REDEMPTION HILL FT. WORTH   
BRAD@REDEMPTIONHILLFW.ORG

“Cynicism looks reality in 
the face, calls it phony, and 
prides itself on its insight as 
it pulls back. Thanksgiving 
looks reality in the face and 
rejoices at God’s care. It 
replaces a bitter spirit with a 
generous one.” – Paul Miller, 
A Praying Life

Prayer Needs:
Pray for the health of family and wisdom in preparation 

for a series called, “Jesus and Culture” that I will be 
preaching through in January.

CHRIS DRIVER—
WEST TEXAS MULTIPLICATION NETWORK/
TEXAS MISSIONARY CARE 
CJDRIVER316@GMAIL.COM

Howdy from west Texas! 
It never fails that when God 
begins to love them the enemy 
begins to move against Him. 
It’s happened to us in many 
ways this month but God 
has proven Himself faithful 
through all the sickness and 
difficulties our church family 
have been enduring. We have several very overwhelming 
conditions that need God’s mighty hand and we are trusting 
His promise that He will see us through and use it all for our 
good and His glory! We definitely need your prayers and 
continually give thanks for your love and generosity to us! 
As always, we are so blessed to be part of the BMA of Texas 
Family!

Prayer Needs:
Health of members
New contacts in college and surrounding communities
Open doors for the gospel
Storage building

JAIME HENRIQUEZ—
FUENTE DE VIDA ETERNA MISSION IN TOMBALL 
DAIRYJENY@YAHOO.COM

We salute all the churches 
of the BMA of Texas family, 
and we thank you for your 
prayers and financial support. 
Here in Houston, we continue 
work ing  to  en la rge  the 
Kingdom of God through 
evangelizing, discipling, and 
serving. We continued with 
our cell method, five cells meet during the week in different 
areas of the city, and this month we were together celebrating 
Thanksgiving. During this time we had the opportunity to 
share the gospel with many non-believing friends, we are 
discipling three people. God continues to work among us.

Prayer Needs:
May God touch hearts and people be saved.

KYLE CHEATHAM—
GRACE CHURCH JARRELL MISSION   
KYLE@GRACEJARRELL.COM

Thank you for the way 
that your support of the BMA 
extends to support of our 
church plant. Your prayers 
and generous giving have 
brought a new church into 
existence and a light is shining 
in Jarrell, Texas.

Prayer Needs:
Please pray for our church to continue to reach 

the lost of the Jarrell area. Please pray that we find a 
larger space to meet when the time is right and that 
if necessary, we can get out of our current lease. 
 
 
 
 
 

▲ Brad Holcomb

Heith Mitchell is the director of BMA of Texas Missions. 
Contact him at P.O. Box 73, Waxahachie, Texas 75168, 
972-923-0757 or hmitchell@bmatexas.org. For more 
information, visit www.bmatexasmissions.org.

▲ Kyle Cheatham
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HEAVEN IS A FREE GIFT!
It is not earned or deserved. No amount of effort or good works can 
earn a place for you in heaven. Why?
Because . . .

MAN IS A SINNER.
“For all have sinned . . .” (Rom. 3:23) Because of this, man cannot save 
himself.

GOD.
On the one hand, God is merciful and does not want to punish us. Yet 
God is just and must punish sin. God solved this problem for us in the 
Person of . . .

JESUS CHRIST.
He died on the cross to pay the penalty for our sins and rose from the 
grave to purchase a place for us in heaven—“the Lord has laid on Him 
(Jesus) the iniquity of us all” (Isa. 53:6).

THE GIFT IS RECEIVED BY FAITH.
Saving faith is trusting in Jesus Christ alone for eternal life. It means 
resting on Christ alone and what He has done, rather than what you or 
I have done to get us into heaven. “Believe on (or trust in) the Lord Jesus 
Christ and you will be saved” (Acts 16:31).

SO MAY WE ASK . . .
Have you received God’s free gift of eternal life? The Bible assures us in 
1 John 5:13 that we can know we have eternal life.
Do you know for sure that you are going to heaven when you die? The 
Bible says, “Whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved.” 
If you are willing to repent (turn away from your sin and to the Lord Jesus) you 
can receive the free gift of eternal life by simply praying: Lord Jesus, I know I 
am a sinner and do not deserve eternal life. But, I believe You died and rose 
from the grave to purchase a place in heaven for me.  Jesus, come into my 
life, take control of my life, forgive my sins, and save me. I am now placing my 
trust in You alone for my salvation, and I accept your free gift of eternal life.

2024
BMA OF AMERICA ANNUAL MEETING
DATE: Apr. 16-18, 2024
PLACE: The Chateau on the Lake, Branson, Missouri

SOAR
DATE: July 3-5, 2024
PLACE: Loews Arlington Hotel, Arlington, Texas
 
CELEBRATION ADULT CONFERENCE
DATE: November 12-14, 2024
PLACE: Chateau on the Lake, Branson, Missouri
 
BMA OF TEXAS ANNUAL MEETING
DATE: Nov. 18-19, 2024
PLACE: Jacksonville, Texas

JUSTIN OWENS has been elected as pastor of Fifth Street, 
Levelland.

ERMAGENE JACKSON SULLIVAN
Ermagene Jackson Sullivan, 96, of San 
Dimas, California, passed away on Oct. 17. 
She was the wife of the late BMA Pastor 
Dr. S.T. Sullivan and daughter of the late 
Dr. D.N. Jackson. Dr. Sullivan pastored 
numerous churches through the years, 
includ¬ing Jefferson Heights and Crestview, both in Oklahoma 
City, Oklahoma; First in Jacksonville, Texas; and Calvary Baptist 
Church in Lavern, California. Mrs. Sullivan used her musical 
talents to serve in her local church and trained to be a concert 
pianist in college. She served as president of the National 
Women’s Missionary Auxiliary (WMA) for two years (1967-1969) 
and also wrote Mama Said, a study course book, during her work 
with the WMA. She served alongside her husband as a faithful 
pastor’s wife for 48 years. A graveside service was held at 
Resthaven Memorial Park in Jacksonville Nov. 11.

AVAILABLE MINISTRY POSITIONS
SMALL CHURCH IN MESQUITE is seeking a senior pastor. This 
church is well established but its attendance has decreased. 
Applicant must be willing to start with no pay or very little pay. 
Connect Bro. Don Ivey for details at divey@minister.com.

PASTOR—Elwood, Wills Point is seeking a bivocational pastor. Send 
resume to PO Box 257 Edgewood, Texas 75117, email to billypolege@
yahoo.com or call Billy Polege at 214-536-5795.

PASTOR—Mt. Pisgah, Mineola is seeking a full-time biblically 
qualified pastor to shepherd our congregation. Mt. Pisgah was 
founded in 1853 with a strong biblical foundation, a heart for 
missions and to grow. Please send resumes to 5848 S. State 
Highway 37, Mineola, Texas 75773.

PASTOR–Lakeridge, Lubbock is seeking a full-time, biblically qualified 
pastor. Send resume or inquiries to pastorsearchcommittee@
mylakeridgebaptist.org. TFN

MUSIC MINISTER–Henderson, Perry, Georgia is seeking a 
man with high view of God who has a passion for leading the 
church in reverent and doctrinally sound worship. This is a full-
time position. Please email Matt Loafman with a resume at matt.
hendersonbaptist@gmail.com. 2/24

YOUTH PASTOR–New Hope, Mineola is looking for a bivocational 
youth pastor. Send resume to mizem0608@gmail.com or call Pastor 
Michael B. Mize at -903-705-5804. 11/23

YOUTH/MUSIC—Eighth Avenue, Teague is seeking a youth minister 
or combination music and youth minister. This is a full-time position. 
This person will have a heart for youth and will be involved in the 
community and school activities of the youth. Send resume to 
pastorroy@yahoo.com. 11/23

YOUTH/STUDENT MINISTRY—Afton Grove, Jacksonville is seeking 
a biblically qualified candidate. This is a bivocational position. We 
are looking for a minister with a heart for God, a heart for students 
and who is ready to plunge into the work. The candidate will love 
the Lord and love and lead our students in a growing relationship 
with Jesus. Please send your resume to Eddie Richardson at 
fasteddie999elr@gmail.m. TFN

AVAILABLE MINISTER
GRADY H. MOORE is available for pulpit supply, to serve as interim 
pastor or possibly as bi-vocational pastor. He is a member of 
Northside, Garland. Contact him at 817-403-4769.
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Healthy Church Solutions desires to know you, love you 
and pray for you. We are here for you, and we have a deep 
passion to help and encourage you any way we can through 
consultation, coaching or content. We are not only focused 
on starting new churches but strengthening existing churches. 
This is why we do what we do by providing pastors, leaders 
and churches with multiple opportunities for spiritual growth 
and health. If we desire churches to be healthy, then we must 
ensure a platform for promoting individual growth. Remember, 
the speed of the team is usually determined by the speed of the 
leader, a healthy leader. 

BMA Global’s second value statement states, “The entire 
context of the New Testament is one of multiplication. All 
healthy believers, leaders, and churches will multiply. The 
multiplication of disciples is the most important factor in the 
formula for multiplication.” We are blessed to be watching the 
multiplication of disciples, leaders and churches. Mac Lake 
refers to discipleship as “intimacy with Jesus,” and leadership 
as “influence for Jesus.” Discipleship focuses on character, and 
the journey of leadership development is being carried out by 
adding competencies and skill sets to the character building 
seen through discipleship.

There are several areas of focus we offer for spiritual 
growth to occur and place you on a path for spiritual health and 
vitality. The goal is not to survive, even though there will be 
those seasons, but rather to thrive and flourish. There are some 
axioms we live by and try to promote regularly, believing in the 
importance of soul-care which necessitates silence, solitude, 

stillness and sabbath. Request our prayer retreat materials, or 
better yet, schedule to host a prayer retreat or attend one soon. 
The axioms are that our doing for Jesus must flow out of our 
being with Jesus; you cannot give what you do not possess, 
and silence is God’s first language.

Healthy Church Solutions supports leaders by challenging 
them in three areas. 1) Self-Discipline: This is intimacy with 
Christ by learning how to abide in him more and more. There 
is no substitute for your personal walk with Christ, and no 
one can walk it for you. 2) Self-Discovery: You have to know 
yourself and how God hard-wired you in order to better lead 
yourself. This describes your inclinations, gifts, and passions. 
3) Self-Development: This is your ability which encompasses 
the sum of your learned experiences, both from formal 
education as well as life experiences.

Healthy Church Solutions has multiple resources including 
time demands/margin, how to handle difficult people/conflict, 
senior pastor transition, and developing systems that will 
better enable you to sustain the relational capital that you have 
worked so hard to build. You will only expand to the capacity 
and effectiveness of your systems. Systems have been defined 
by Gary Rohrmayer as “reproducible and interconnected 
processes by which the organization actualizes its values 
and achieves its mission.” This is how you will fulfill the 
Great Commission in your unique context, with your unique 
congregation, following God’s unique agenda for you.

Healthy Church Solutions desires to be an encouragement 
and support to you and your church by providing system 

training and materials for prayer, discipleship, assimilation, 
outreach, pastoral care, ministry placement, finances and 
leadership development. We are committed to doing all we 
can to help churches survive and thrive. We pray that the 
resources we have might be just the right prescription for many 
struggling churches. The time pressures are real and that is 
why we provide these for you and coach you through how to 
utilize them best in your context under your leadership. 

Healthy Church Solutions realizes the reality that many 
leaders have become exhausted, discouraged and feel isolated 
and alone wondering who they can turn to. We desire to 
be a support to you when and where you need that helping 
hand. If you are wondering “Where do I go from here?” 
maybe we can help you navigate those waters. We all need 
hope, direction, and fresh vision for our ministry at different 
times. We try to provide these through our resources but 
also through bi-monthly pastor zooms and through  www.
thehealthychurchpodcast.com.

Healthy, growing churches can transform communities. 
We believe that is God’s desire. Where Christ is preached and 
lives are transformed, communities, regions and eventually 
even entire nations can be impacted for good. Community 
transformation will occur as healthy, growing churches are 
developed. We are here for you and desire to support you 
with a bible-based discovery process, led by the Holy Spirit, 
driven by the pastor, supported by a team within your church, 
mentored by other pastors and coached through Healthy 
Church Solutions!

Support: Healthy Church Solutions
By LARRY BARKER
BMA Global Missions Vice President of Church Strategy and Training


