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Summer is over and the streets are full again here in the Piney 
Woods. Over 2,500 students attended five different freshman 
orientations over the summer and the ABS was able to make contact 
with several students and their families.

OTHER ACTIVITIES
• Back to school barbecue—450 attended, held on SFA campus
• ABS barbecue–60 attended, held at ABS for third annual year
• Wellness Fair—6 years in row, 600 faculty and staff attended and 

the Gospel was shared over 200 times|
• Graduated Colton Milstead-He was saved and baptized and 

faithfully attended the ABS for four years and was on the 
leadership team. He is now active in a Baptist church in Virginia, 
and fully employed and sending love gifts monthly to ABS.

• Transfer student from Nigeria, Ayo, attended the ABS for two 
years and was on the leadership team and was growing in his 
faith and is now working on his doctorate.

• Weekly meals were provided by Dupree Tire; Mahl, Nacogdoches; 
Westside, Nacogdoches and Springhill, Nacogdoches

• 149 students each day, around noon, are receiving a scripture via 
an app called Remind. (It’s like a text message.)

BUILDING UPDATES
• New awning was installed. We use it daily. Our fi rst event, it 

rained and we were still able to eat and play games outside.
• New air conditioning vent for offi ce 
• New window air conditioner,  perfect addition and helps on 

electric bill etc.
• Two gates were hung. We still need hardware to lock etc.
• New fridge for downstairs with ice maker

NEW BUSINESS AND WISH LIST
• We need $500 for the monthly budget 2019-2020 fi scal year.
• Gates for west side of building need built and installed for $450.
• Two more sets of corn hole – approximately $300 or someone 

make them for us
• 55 inch television for teaching/counseling – approximately $300-

$350.00
• One speaker blew up and needs to be replaced – Mackie Thump 

15A-1300 - $349

• Paint parking stripes - $40 paint and volunteers or less
• Cut out panels on serving bar for more storage downstairs
• We are incorporated, but not 501 C3 recognized according to a 

donor. I was told by our former accountant and volunteer that we 
were, but she passed away. We need to get 501 C3 recognized 
for ABS because some donors won’t give unless we have that 
designation. Who will complete this endeavor?

• Add at least a camera to upstairs for security $129 per camera 
possibly, two would be best

• We provide one meal a week and lunches daily. $125 and $100 
respectively would provide these per month.

• Please consider donating some food like meat, snacks and water.

We need and desire that every current association and church 
consider and pray about giving fi nancially. Currently, a very small 
percentage of churches and associations support regularly. I need your 
support and really appreciate all you do. Thank you all for what you 
are doing now and what you will do in the future. Speak to your pastor 
or church about the ABS and ask them take up a special offering. 
Christmas is a great time for end of year giving.

THINGS YOU PROBABLY ALREADY KNOW
• Many SFA students are very immature and spend all of their 

spare time on social media and are consumed with it. What 
people think about drives them. Our goal is biblical for them to 
please the Lord and bring Him glory, not the world!

• We lost two female SFA students that were active in other 
ministries. Tragically, they both committed suicide. Both had 
major break ups. Their identity was not in Christ, but in their 
boyfriends.

• The ladies are studying Lies Young Women Believe, and the guys 
are studying One to One and the Book of Romans.

CONTACT US AT:
John Shackelford
119 East College
Nacogdoches,Texas 75965
ABSSFA.org
 936-615-0145

Celebrating 19.5 years on the SFA Campus
By JOHN SHACKELFORD
Association of Baptist Students at Stephen F. Austin University Director
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Pat Quesenbury has been active in ladies’ ministry for 
years. She is a pastor’s wife, mother and active member 
of the Women’s Missionary Auxiliary. Contact her at 
pquesenbury@gmail.com.

By PAUL GAUNTT
Pastor of First, Palmer

Unwanted and Abandoned

Borrowing some of the principles from The Spirit 
Controlled Temperament book, written by Tim and Bev 
LaHaye, years ago, I want to draw a composite of the 
most perfect pastor.  

Pastor, use these thoughts as a template to help you 
to not be discouraged when you don’t see success in 
your ministry. And church, let this be an encouragement 
to you to not fall into despair if you happen not to have 
the perfect pastor in your church. 

The perfect pastor will mobilize individuals and 
teams into action, providing a clear, concise action plan, 
his own video productions of seminars to train them to 
perform to optimum efficiency, bringing him detailed 
reports, and have a system of rewards—and reprimands 
in order to motivate them to continue to function 
efficiently. 

The perfect pastor spends a minimum of 35 hours 
per week studying and preparing for his deeply moving, 
breath-taking, life-changing expositions from God’s 
Word which lasts no longer than 18 minutes each week, 
and never fails to get great numbers of people to flood 
the altar in brokenness and repentance. 

The perfect pastor counsels with troubled parishioners 
and people from outside the church, bringing them to a 
perfect resolve in their individual situations and making 
life gloriously better for each one. He spends hours in 
prayer each morning, for every member, calling them 
by name, and also their families. He pours over the 
financial statements with a fine-tooth comb every day, 
always watchful for any discrepancy.  

The perfect pastor has impeccable communication. 
He loves to greet the vast majority of the people in the 
county every week; he belongs to three civic clubs, 
he is at every city council meeting, he is chaplain of 
the fire department, volunteers as a hospital chaplain, 
preaches to the incarcerated in the county jail each 
week, every healthcare facility, and manages to drop by 
the coffee shops where all the retired men gather. Along 
the way, he spots several teenagers riding skateboards 
and playing basketball. He stops to not only play with 
them, but to outshine them—on his way to visit some 
sick people in the hospitals. No matter how strenuously 
he played, his suite and dress shirt are immaculate and 
wrinkle-free.

The perfect pastor ’s children are always anxious 
for him to get home each evening to play with them, 
take them to Chick-fil-a, help with their homework 
and spend ample time conversing with them, instilling 
life’s lessons into them, while they sit, spell-bound and 
in awe. Is it any wonder they are all model students 
at school, always in leadership positions, and are, 
themselves, role models for all their school friends.  

And his wife—bless her heart, she is always dressed 
to the nines, with hair groomed as though she just 
stepped off of the cover of Vanity Fair Magazine. 

The perfect pastor never gets rattled. He is always 
even tempered—happy, always saying the right things 
at the right times. His responses to discussions are spot 
on. He sleeps perfectly every night, getting 8 hours of 
sleep—and gets plenty of exercise.  

The perfect pastor budgets his time, never taking 

time for anything fun or relaxing. And sandwiched into 
his busy schedule, he has time to write several “how 
to” books, one which was based on his thesis for his 
fourth doctorate - industrial and analytical psychology, 
in which he graduated magna cum laude. He speaks 
in dozens of conferences and revivals each year, and 
appears on national TV networks as a news contributor 
and even writes a column in a medical journal.

Pastor, do you aspire to be like this perfect pastor? 
Well let me give you a little advice—stop it! Be who 
God made you—if He had made you perfect like the 
illusion we just painted above, there would be no need 
for other people in the church. Besides, the pace would 
kill you before age 40. And church, if you ever had a 
so-called pastor like this one mentioned above, then (1) 
you’d probably not like him, and (2) you would refuse 
to be on the pulpit committee to find a replacement.

Pastor, it’s not your place to do it all. And church, 
ease up on your expectations of him. Because he will 
be deficient in some areas—possibly most. That’s where 
you come in to take up the slack.  

Not even the spiritual leaders in the New Testament 
w e r e  p e r f e c t .  T h e y  h a d  m i s g i v i n g s ,  m i s h a p s , 
misfortunes and were sometimes misguided. That’s why 
the articulate pastor Apollos from Alexandria had to sit 
under the tutelage of Aquila and Pricilla, in order to get 
his theology straightened out. 

One hint that I find in the Bible concerning God’s 
criterion for a pastor—“For after that in the wisdom 
of God the world by wisdom knew not God, it pleased 
God by the foolishness of preaching to save them 
that believe”  (1 Corinthians 1:21). Paul said, “For I 
determined not to know any thing among you, save 
Jesus Christ, and him crucified” (1 Corinthians 2:2).

Pastor, if you send a resume to a prospective church 
saying, “I come across as foolish when I preach, and I 
don’t know anything, except the gospel of Christ,” you 
might not get on their short list, but that seems to be the 
kind of pastor God will use. 

The perfect pastor

Was that a crying baby?  Following the sound Mr. Lee, manager 
of the Shin Mong Orphanage (north of Seoul, Korea) searched 
until he found the source. A newborn baby girl was wrapped in a 
blanket lying under the fence on the perimeter of his orphanage.   
Since he was unable to care for infants, he gathered the little one 
into his arms and headed for the 23rd Transportation Battalion of 
the First Cavalry Division. They were already great supporters of 
the orphanage and he was sure they would help. He was right. My 
husband, Coy, served as assistant to Chaplain Richard Nybro and, 
at his direction, took Mr. Lee and the baby girl to the Pearl Buck 
Adoption Agency in Seoul.   

After necessary arrangements were made and documents 
signed, the lady in charge asked Coy to name the new baby and 
he was honored to do so. Today he recalls this 1959 experience 
in Korea with mixed feelings of warmth, sadness, joy and 
thankfulness.   A little life, unwanted and abandoned, was found and 
delivered into  loving, caring hands who would provide a safe home 
and hope for the future.  

I’m reminded of this story today as we approach the celebration 
of another baby’s birthday. Deeply loved by His family, Jesus 
would grow up to be rejected and abandoned by many who had 
once followed Him. His birthplace left a lot to be desired (at least 
from where I sit). A cattle stall with a manger for a bed seems 
greatly lacking and grossly inadequate for the beloved Son of 
God’s entrance into this world. Or was it?  On second glance it 
was perfect! It may not have met my expectations but according to 
Scripture this was the plan: 

His timing (the annual census resulted in no vacancies for all of 
the inns in Bethlehem—Luke 2:1-7).

His visitors (the shepherds who came to see and worship told 
His story to everyone they met--Luke 2:15-18).

His special star (the great light the wise men followed as they 
journeyed from the east to worship and give gifts—Matthew 2:1-12).

While this did not seem to be a grand beginning it was God’s 
way of presenting His Son to a needy world. What a life-changing 
difference Jesus made--not only for the Bethlehem visitors but for 
all who have come to know Him personally through His Word. This 
is reason enough to celebrate—not only the babe in the manger 
or Christ on the cross or even His glorious resurrection. One day 
He will return as our reigning King and that will be the biggest 
celebration of all! During this special Christmas season I pray that 
God’s bright light will shine through us to all who cross our path—

especially to those who feel unwanted and abandoned. Wishing 
you and your family a blessed Christmas.  For unto you is born this 
day in the city of David, a Savior, which is Christ the Lord!  (Luke 
2:11)
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By JASON CURRY

Refl ection

Jason Curry is the president of the Texas Baptist Home 
for Children. Contact him 629 Farley St, Waxahachie, 
TX 75165, 972-937-1321 or jcurry@tbhc.org. For more 
information, visit www.tbhc.org.

An expression of everlasting love
Many of our friends choose to honor or remember a 
family member, a friend or an associate with a gift for 
the children of the Baptist Home. Texas Baptist Home for 
Children, in turn, notifi es the appropriate person. Listed 
in capital letters are those honored or remembered from 
Nov. 1-30, 2019.

ENDOWMENTS
MYRA STOKES: Bill Stokes

HONORARIUMS
BEVERLY CAPEL: Berenda Mewborn
BRO. CHARLES JOHNSON: Rosewood Baptist Church, 
Gilmer- Truthseekers Class
SCOTT REYNOLDS: Berenda Mewborn

MEMORIALS
DELORIS BARNHART: Charles & Charlotte Johnson
CYNTHIA CHANDLER: Charles & Charlotte Johnson; 
Rosewood Baptist Church, Gilmer
ALBY & JEAN DOCKERY: William Dockery
DORIS ELLIOTT: Berenda Mewborn
TRUMAN GOLEMAN: Kenneth & Tina McKnight
JUNE HAAK: Freda Haak
PAULA HASSELL: Mt. Pisgah Baptist Church
BILL HOLCOMBE: Mary Holcombe
J.D HUDSON: Duane & Charlotte Turner; Andy & Nell 
McCuistion
JORDAN KIRK: Northside Baptist Church
JANICE LOGAN: Berenda Mewborn
CODY MAUK: Caleb & Jami Davidson; Jed & Glenice 
Whitaker; Tommy & Virginia Gipson
MABLE & J.D. ODOM: Henry & Renesia Wilburn
J.W. PAYNE: Kenneth & Carol Cline
RANDY RUIZ: Concha Rouse
FRANKIE SCHNEIDER: Enon Baptist Church, Gilmer
OLA MAE SPARKS: Duane & Charlotte Turner
LETHA THOMPSON: Temple Baptist Church, Mexia
E.T. WILLIAMS: Minnie Williams

Refl ection is an important part of life. Knowing where 
you have come from shapes the person you are and will 
be. Learning from your past also helps you avoid repeating 
mistakes, but no one can live life looking backward. 
Christmas is a great time to refl ect and think about the days 
gone by, to remember family long gone and to recount for 
a new generation the great stories of their heritage. We also 
understand that during this time our legacies are sitting in the 
room with us. Now is the time to share values, not from days 
gone by that don’t matter anymore, but values that are worth 
passing down to the next generation to live out today.

The church reflects on Christ’s birth each year as we 
should. Looking back to what He did for us by coming to 
earth is essential to the story of salvation. Refl ecting on what 
His coming accomplished, remembering saints long gone and 
recounting the great story of Christ coming along with the 
heritage of our churches is worth passing to a new generation. 
This Christmas take time to refl ect, remember and recount all 
that God has done. But don’t forget that what He has done is 
not only for our past, Christ continues to impact today and 
the future. 

When children at TBHC refl ect on who they are, sometimes 
it’s not a happy experience. When they remember where they 
come from and family long gone they are not fi lled with joy. 

When they recount to others about their life it’s normally a 
sorrowful step toward healing. Yet Christ came to redeem 
every one of those moments, having become sin for us. He 
offers to take our pain and shame and give us new life. Jesus 
did not come to make anyone good; He came so dead people 
could live. 

Pray for our kids that they may hear and know His gift of 
eternal life and live! Pray that foster parents would open their 
homes to more than their preferences so no child would not 
have a home for Christmas. Pray for our staff that they would 
never lose heart to accomplish God’s Will for our families 
and children. Pray that God would keep, grow and sustain the 
ministry He has charged to our care. This Christmas refl ect 
on how good God is, remember what He has done for you. 
Recount the stories so others may hear of His faithfulness. 

God bless and Merry Christmas.

The Texas Baptist Home for Children’s Bedford offi ce 
has relocated to 2350 Airport Freeway, Suite 100 in Bedford. 
TBHC held a ribbon cutting for the new offi ce complex 
Dec. 5. The new offi ce complex will provide space for case 
managers, room for therapy and child care and conference 
rooms for training and meetings. TBHC staff, foster parents 
and children and representatives from the BMA of Texas 
were on hand for the occasion. The Bedford offi ce serves 
Tarrant County. 

By JERRY FULTON
Baptist Progress Editor

TBHC Bedford offi  ce relocation ribbon cutting
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By DR. ALLEN TILLEY

Help starts at home

Dr. Allen Tilley is pastor of First Baptist Church of 
Carthage, Texas. He has over 30 years of pastoral 
experience, and God has continually blessed his ministry 
with dynamic spiritual and numerical growth. Contact 
him at allen@fi rstbaptistcarthage.com.

Living in a fallen world, your congregation experiences 
the same hardships as those outside the church. Over the 
years I’ve had members who endured job loss, house fi res, 
medical expenses, and other tragedies. These events often 
lead to worries about paying the bills or rebuilding their 
lives. It’s in these moments the church desperately needs 
to be the church, reaching out to those members who are 
hurting.

Instead of reacting, be proactive by developing a plan 
of action. With a little thought, your church can be known 
as a generous, supportive, and caring church. Miss these 
moments, and it will forever tarnish the reputation of your 
church. Here are seven suggestions for being proactive in 
times of emergency.

Develop a response team.  Enl is t  people  with 
organizational skills to form a team that oversees any 
emergency within your church. Empower them to seek out 
solutions and come up with ideas. When a need arises, have 
your people call them fi rst so they can mobilize others and 
adopt a plan of action.

Start a benevolence fund. Remind your people the 
money collected for this fund will be used for church 

members only. Ask people to give generously above their 
tithes. Instead of the pastor overseeing this fund, let the 
response team handle it since they will work closely with 
the hurting.

Build a food pantry. Make a list of needed food items, 
distribute the list, and then secure a place to keep what’s 
collected. If you gather perishable foods, consider buying 
a refrigerator. If you need help in deciding what to receive, 
contact your local county extension offi ce. 

Organize a clothes pantry. Those who’ve lost everything 
in a house fi re will need clothes. Keep various sizes for men, 
women, and children available. Also, keep both summer and 
winter clothes on hand since a crisis can strike at any time.

Mobilize a work crew. Unfortunately, hurricanes and 
tornadoes have become commonplace in Texas, destroying 
homes and uprooting trees. Having a team ready with 
chainsaws, trucks, and tools will relieve a lot of stress on 
families impacted by storms. Many of those who would 
never teach or lead a group would jump at a chance to lend 
a helping hand.

Train counselors. In a time of crisis, people need 
someone who will listen, let them cry, and voice their hurt. 

They need comfort and support. By training people on 
what to say and do, they can be a tremendous emotional 
and spiritual blessing to those who’ve suffered a setback. 
Sometimes just having a caring person nearby is all that 
matters.

Make people aware. Most people want to help; they 
just don’t know how. Give your people the opportunity 
to minister to each other by making them aware of the 
situation and how they can help.  They can’t respond if they 
don’t know. In cases where confi dentiality is crucial, don’t 
mention names, just indicate the need. Building community 
in a church starts when the church members care for each 
other.

Reprinted with permission from Baptist Trumpet
Hundreds  o f  sen ior  adu l t  BMA Bapt i s t s  f rom 

across America gathered for three days of worship, 
enter ta inment  and fun at  the  2019 edi t ion of  the 
BMA National  Senior Adult  Conference.  The si te 
for the event was the Branson Convention Center 
in Branson, Missouri .  Greg Medenwald, pastor of 
Magnolia,  Hatt iesburg,  Mississippi,  brought three 
inspiring messages, and David Attebery, director of 
Celebrate Recovery at  Northwest Bible Church in 
Rogers, Arkansas, and Neil Dumas, worship pastor at 
Cornerstone, Jacksonville, led in worship.

Attendees also enjoyed a concert by the Gold City 
Quartet,  a comedy set from Dennis Swanburg and 
attended the Haygood Family Music Show. Donny 
Parrish, executive director at Lifeword, said that every 

department in the BMA had a hand in making the event 
special for BMA Senior Adults.

“Your BMA department directors have a special love 
for these folks who have not only been a blessing to 
God’s work in the past, but are a vital part of God’s 
work today! It was a joy to see all of our national 
directors present and each of our national departments 
play a role in the conference.”

Not only did the participants enjoy a great week of 
fun, they also helped fund missions in a critical part of 
the work—the Middle East. An offering was taken, and 
$15,000 was raised to help the ministry of Charlie Costa 
in Beirut, Lebanon. National Senior Adult 2020 will be 
held Nov. 16-18 at Chateau on the Lake in Branson, 
Missouri. Kirk Shelton, pastor of Cal vary, Fayetteville, 
Arkansas, will be the conference speaker.

Hundreds gather in Branson
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By HEITH MITCHELL

A word from your Missions offi  ce
A word from your missions offi ce
By HEITH MITCHELL
Another year is coming to a close and I look back on it in 

awe of God’s provision and blessings. He has met the needs 
and cared for your missionaries. He has answered prayers and 
opened doors on each of their behalf. He has saved hundreds! 
He has answered prayers and showed Himself mighty!  He 
has answered many prayer requests that have been printed on 
these pages.

You are a faithful people! You pray and encourage and 
love. You fi nancially support your missionaries sacrifi cially 
with love. It is a joy to be your brother and serve you.

It is a lot of fun to see God at work, isn’t it? This far into 
my faith journey, I expect God to do big and bold things that 
bring Him Glory and advance His mission. He will do things 
that require faith and make us uncomfortable. He will keep 
us in that wonderful place where the things we’re involved in 
are over our heads but under His feet. I want to remind you of 
the God-sized goal below. Will you join us in a commitment 
to pray and work towards:

PROJECT 2029 
100 New Churches/10 years

• That we see an aggressive multiplication movement 
of churches who make disciples, equip and release 
leaders and start churches for the glory of God and 
the advancement of his Kingdom mission

• That each new mission begins with a plan to begin 
three new churches in their fi rst 10 years

• That pastors and churches of the association be 
encouraged and equipped to start new churches

• That we connect, evaluate, identify and train new 
prospective church planters

We would love to share with your church about what God 
is up to and show you how you can be involved. We have 
tools we can provide you to help you become a partner in 
church planting. Reach out to us.

A WORD FROM YOUR MISSIONARIES
RONNIE MILLS —
KINGDOM CHAPEL MISSION, SAGINAW/NORTH FORT WORTH   
RONNIE@KCHAPEL.ORG

BMA family, thank you so much 
for all your prayers and support of 
Kingdom Chapel. We are so excited 
for this new year that God has in 
store for us, and we just ask that you 
would continue to pray for us, and 
think about us.

Prayer Needs:
We are currently going through preparing a space for us 

to gather in. It has taken a lot of focus off of ministry. Please 

pray for us as we work diligently to get open to the public.

JAIME GARCIA—
IGLESIA BAUTISTA NUEVA VIDA MISSION, GILMER/MESQUITE     
JAIME.GARCIA2911@GMAIL.COM

This month for me is very special, 
because of the beautiful tradition of 
this nation and its biblical principles. 
I  am emphasiz ing the  church 
preaching about thanksgiving. 
I thank you very much for your 
collaboration in the missionary work. 
Together we can do this. Continue 
to pray to God so that his Word may 
continue to be preached to every creature. 

SPENCER SIMPSON—
REDEEMER’S LOVE MISSION, HOUSTON 
SPNCRSMPSN@GMAIL.COM

God has been doing some great 
things this fall in southwest Houston! 
Thank you for your prayers and 
support that encourage and allow us 
to bring the gospel to this area of 
Houston.

Prayer Needs:
Please pray for wisdom and the 

ability to be an encouraging shepherd. Also pray for the 
continued commitment of our members and that they would 
be taking discipleship seriously and actively reaching our 
community.

MIKE WATT—
CROSS-WORK MISSION, TAHOKA 
MIKE.WATT@CROSSWORKCHURCH.ORG

We had our first salvation and 
baptism service! We baptized two: 
7 year old Grayson and 35 year old 
Barbie. This was also our highest 
attended service to date with 45.

Our small group is still the best 
thing we have going. Plugging 
people into this is crucial for our 
brand of discipleship. Also just as 
crucial is for the small group to send people into smaller 
groups of three to four because that is where discipleship 
really gets ramped up.

We are starting our second year and want to continue to 
make disciples who make disciples in our town and be a 
church that plants churches in our area.

Prayer Needs:
We are starting our second year this month and want to 

continue to make disciples who make disciples in our town 
and be a church that plants churches in our area.

JAIME HENRIQUEZ—
FUENTE DE VIDA ETERNA MISSION, HOUSTON 

Blessed are those servants, whom 
the Lord when he cometh shall fi nd 
watching, Verily I say unto you, that 
he shall gird himself, and make them 
to seat down to meat, and will come 
forth and serve them.  Luke 12:37

Prayer Needs:
Pray that the Lord will keep 

saving the souls of the lost and open doors for the Word of 
God to be accepted by those whom are listening.

NEPTALY MOLINA – 
IGLESIA BAUTISTA MISSION, NACOGDOCHES  
NRMOLINA23@GMAIL.COM

I have managed to meet with the 
two Puerto Riquen families, Mileidy 
and Gloria and their family. This is 
in Nacogdoches. I make contacts 
with new people with the message 
of the Gospel in different places--in 
the apartments where these sisters 
live and other communities such 
as Lufkin, Ponderosa, Michuacana, 
Walmart among others. I’m still working in the area of 
evangelism and visiting.

ISAIAS ROJAS OSECHAS—
CHURCH PLANT IN SPRING  
ISAIAS.ROJA5299@GMAIL.COM

Thank God fi rst, and my coach, 
Arnulfo Maldonado, Heith Mitchell, 
and the vision shared by the churches 
of the Texas 100 new churches in 10 
years. As I experienced it and testifi ed 
in the 119th Annual Meeting. It is a 
privilege for us and God is faithful. 
For its support, moral spiritual and 
fi nancial.

Prayer Needs:
Pray for the consistency of family groups, which is our 

priority. May God give us more wisdom with new contacts 
and believers. We are having introductory classes of 
candidates to baptize. Pray that we discover their spiritual 
gifts and that they capture the vision and serve the Lord and 
multiply.▲ Ronnie Mills 

▲ Jamie Garcia

▲ Spencer Simpson

▲ Mike Watt

▲ Jamie Henriquez

▲ Neptaly Molina

▲ Isaias Rojas Osechas

BMA TEXAS MISSIONS continued on p. 10
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World Missions Day is a significant event for BMA 
Missions as churches around the association pray and give a 
special offering to support our partnership in global missions. 
Pastor, this year I am personally asking if you will lead your 
church to prayerfully support global missions on World 
Missions Day with a special offering.

  
BMA MISSIONS —YOUR PARTNER IN GLOBAL MISSIONS 

In the New Testament we get a picture of the early 
church and a multiplication movement that was fueled by 
missionary endeavors supported through the partnership of 
local churches. Partnership is at the heart of our missions 
philosophy. Here’s how it works:

Local Churches are both the source (sending) AND the 
goal (planting) of missions.

BMA Missions provides the assessment, training, and 
support missionaries need for effective global ministry.

U.S. Missionaries spread the gospel, make disciples, and 
plant churches around the world.                    

ChangeMaker Missionaries are the product of our 
missions partnership. They are local missionaries planting 
churches in their native countries.

WE WANT TO BE YOUR PARTNER!
Will you help us send more missionaries to develop more 

disciples and train more local ChangeMaker missionaries to 

World Missions Day —February 23, 2020!

plant more churches so more people will hear the gospel?
Whether your church regularly participates or hasn’t 

previously participated in World Missions Day, more than 
ever we need your support! PARTNER with us this WORLD 
MISSIONS DAY so together we can fulfi ll God’s mission 
and see his kingdom expanded to all peoples!

Register your church for World 
Miss ions  Day 2020 a t  h t tps : / /
bmamissions.org/worldmissionsday/ 
and we will send your pastor a FREE 
rain jacket!

By DR. JOHN DAVID SMITH
BMA of America Missions Executive Director
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By GLENDA CHAMBERLAIN

Deepen Your Prayer Life 

Glenda Chamberlain is the Texas Women’s Missionary 
Auxiliary (WMA) editor. Contact her at gcham33@
yahoo.com. For more information about the Texas 
WMA, visit www.texaswma.com.

What is prayer? We all know that prayer is “talking to our 
Heavenly Father”. Communion with our Savior. When do you 
pray? Do you have a specifi c time set aside each day? Do you pray 
before meals? At bedtime? When you wake in the morning? Or do 
you talk to Him all day long? 

Is your prayer a me-me-me prayer? Is it a prayer of 
thanksgiving? Prayer of praise? Are you even spending time in 
prayer these days? 

Is there a difference in the way you pray? When things are 
going great, how often and how do you pray? 

When things go bad, when you loose a job, illness, death of a 
loved one, how do you pray? 

Ephesians 6:18 says “Praying always with all prayer and 
supplication in the Spirit, and watching thereunto with all 
perseverance and supplication for all saints;”

Throughout this coming year Kristi Key, Texas WMA 2nd vice 
president, will be exploring what prayer is, what it looks like in 
different situations. Prayer is sweet communion with our Lord. 
No matter our circumstances, no matter our feelings, no matter 
what, God wants to hear from us. He wants our love, He wants 
our honestly, He wants our praise and He wants to comfort and 
heal us. He is by the way, our best friend, our confi dant, our Savior 
and Lord. 

“Sweet hour of prayer, Sweet hour of prayer, that calls me from 
a world of care, and bids me at my Fathers throne, make all my 
wants and wishes known. In seasons of distress and grief, my soul 
has often found relief, and of’ escaped the tempers snare, by the 
return sweet hour of prayer.” 

“Sweet hour of prayer, sweet hour of prayer, thy wings shall 
my petition bear, to Him whose truth and faithfulness, Engage the 
waiting soul to bless, and since He bids me seek His face, Believe 
His word and trust His grace, I’ll cast on Him my every care, and 
wait for thee, sweet hour of prayer.”

Kristi challenges each of you, to join her this year in studying 
more about prayer. Dig a little deeper into what prayer looks like, 
think about the ways you can deepen your prayer life. Get a prayer 
journal and watch how the Lord moves in your life. Spend more 
time with the Father in adoration, thanksgiving, petition for others, 
and petitions for yourself. Let Him guide you, direct your steps 
and comfort you no matter what you are going through in life. 

“Sweet hour of prayer, sweet hour of prayer May I thy 
consolation share. Till from Mount Pisgah’s lofty height I view 
my home, and take my fl ight. This robe of fl esh, I’ll drop, and rise, 
to see the everlasting prize and shout while passing thru the air, 
farewell, farewell, sweet hour of prayer!”

WMA PRESIDENT REFLECTIONS
Johnnie Ross, Texas WMA p resident, writes—The annual 

meeting of the State WMA of Texas is in the books. The ladies 

from Angelina District and Keltys First, Lufkin hosted the 
meeting beautifully. 

There were several highlights of the meeting for me. One of 
them was the approval of a recommendation to award a GMA 
scholarship for VSM trips to qualifying recipients. It’s exciting to 
have a part in the awarding of this scholarship this coming spring.

Another highlight of the meeting was the selection of the 
Martha Johnson School as the 2019-2020 project. How wonderful 
it will be to have a part in the building of new classrooms for the 
school.

Holly Meriweather, lead writer from the offi ces in Conway, 
encouraged us to: trust God in order to encourage others; rely on 
Jesus by speaking God’s Word; support others through prayer; 
and be active in our local churches. Her words were especially 
encouraging to me, seeing that they mirrored the resolutions we 
had just adopted. Why am I always amazed at God when He 
works as He does?

I’m really looking forward to a second spring retreat. We know 
the theme will be “Miracles of Jesus” but we are still waiting on 
dates and location. Pray that this will be a retreat blessed by God 
and that it will touch the lives of many women. 

One last highlight I’d like to mention is the theme for the 
coming year, “Sweet Hour of Prayer” with the key verse being 
Ephesians 6:18. Again, there are no coincidences with God. I am 
currently involved in a WMA Bible Study on the Armor of God 

(Ephesians 6:10 – 19), and I must here quote Priscilla Shirer. 
“Turns out, there aren’t only six pieces of armor, as most people 
think. There are seven. Prayer is the linchpin that holds our armor 
together. It is what activates all the other pieces and fortifi es you 
as a soldier in battle.”

Our last lesson in the fall quarterly of the Baptist Expositor
was from Colossians 4:7-18, and asked the question, “Why 
did Epaphras pray so hard?” The answer was that he wanted 
the believers to mature in Christ and accomplish what God has 
planned for their lives. He was praying for well-rounded believers 
in the faith.

The quarterly also asked, “When was the last time you 
agonized in your prayer life for a fellow believer to mature in the 
faith?” How do you answer this question? We need to daily put 
on the armor of God, but we also need to link that armor together 
through prayer—for ourselves, and for our brothers and sisters in 
Christ.

OBITUARY
Bro. Carl Garrett Willis, 86, passed away Nov. 15, 2019, in 

Conway, Arkansas, surrounded by his beloved family.  He was 
born on May 20, 1933, in Wheaton, Missouri, to John Garrett 
Willis and Georgia Willis.  He was the oldest of four children.

He accepted Jesus as his personal savior at age 18 and 
immediately knew God was calling him to the ministry.  He 
started his ministry at age 18 and continued to preach and 
pastor for 57 years until his retirement in 2008.  He presented 
the gospel with great enthusiasm and had an amazing 
knowledge of the Bible which was evident in his messages.  
He pastored eight churches in Arkansas, Louisiana and Texas.  
His last pastorate was at Grace Temple Baptist Church in 
Arlington, from 1977-2008, and he served as pastor emeritus 
until 2014 when he moved to Conway.  He enlisted in the Air 
Force at age 19 and served as a crew chief on a B-47 bomber 
for four years.

He is preceded in death by his 
father, mother and one sister, Mary 
Snell.

He is survived by his wife of 
67 years, Virginia; son, Gary Willis 
(Janette) of Conway; daughter Linda 
Knight of Midlothian; grandchildren, 
Heather (Brian) Thomas, Ryan Knight, 
Kirby (Taylor) Willis, Ross (Bailey) 
Knight, Raquel Knight; four great granddaughters; brother, 
James (Betty) Willis; sister, Faye (Don) Kunze; and a host of 
nieces and nephews and extended family.

Services were held at Central Baptist Church, Conway, 
Arkansas, on Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2019.

Memorials can be made to Lifeword Ministries, 611 Locust 
St. Conway, Arkansas 72034.

CARL GARRETT WILLIS
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By PAUL GAUNTT

The rich fool

The healing of the sick woman
By PAUL GAUNTT

The banquet
By PAUL GAUNTT

DATE: January 5, 2020
TEXT: Luke 12:13-21

THE HOOK
Squabbles over inheritance reveals two vile items in 

the human heart: 1) The selfi sh desire to have more than 
others; 2) As in the case of the prodigal son, there was 
apparently a desire for the father to die. In asking for his 
inheritance early, he essentially was saying, “It looks like 
you are not going to die so I can get my inheritance, so 
just give it to me now.” In either case, selfi shness, greed 
prevailed. 

THE BOOK
Verse 13—It appeared that either the brother demanding 

the division of the estate, either felt he was being deprived of 
what was rightfully his, or else he coveted more than his share. 
Since two-thirds of the estate was willed to the elder son, 
likely the son making the demand was wanting what was not 
intended to be his. 

Verse 14—Jesus’ response indicated the truth He felt such 
a request was trivial. Jesus was driven by one agenda—to do 
the will of His Father in paying the sin debt of all mankind. He 
would not be sidetracked by such a request. 

Verses15-21—Rather than lecture, Jesus chose what 
seemed to be His favorite method of teaching—sharing a 

parable. In this parable of the rich fool, He emphasized 1) 
the futility of material things; 2)  The brevity of life; 3) The 
tragedy of working to accumulate riches only to leave it to 
someone else; 4) The foolishness of treasuring the relationship 
with materialism more than a relationship with God.  

THE LOOK
Solomon concluded that chasing after materialism was an 

empty, foolish exercise. He likened it to chasing the wind. He 
said, “I have seen all the works that are done  under the sun; 
and, behold, all is vanity and vexation of spirit.” What really 
matters in life is the question, “Are you rich materially, or 
are you rich toward God?”

DATE: January 12, 2020
TEXT: Luke 13:10-17

THE HOOK
I’m sure most everyone has a story to tell about being 

hindered from making a purchase on Sunday because of the 
Blue Law. I woke up on a Sunday morning, soon after we 
moved to Nacogdoches, and discovered I had no decent socks 
to wear. I drove a quarter-mile to the nearest supermarket, 
found a pack of dress socks, and placed them on the counter, 
only to be told I could not buy them on Sunday.  

“But I’m the pastor of College Heights Baptist Church 
down the street and I really need socks.” 

“Sorry sir, that’s the law.”  

THE BOOK
1. Jesus met a critical need (verses 10-13). A woman, 

twisted and bent from a crippling condition, had longed for 
help. The help fi nally came—but it was on the Sabbath. It was 
no accident. God’s divine appointment with Jesus and this 
crippled woman was obviously planned in order to address 
the unloving, legalistic, petty dealings of the Pharisees.

2. Legalists were angry and hate-fi lled (verse 14). The 
popularity of Jesus had grown throughout the region, but the 
hatred of the Pharisees toward Him was obvious. They hated 
Him because His presence, work and teachings threatened to 

render moot all the trappings of their religion.  
3. Jesus revealed the legalists trivial behavior (verses 15-

17). They were small-minded, mean spirited.  He revealed to 
them, the pettiness of doing mundane tasks, such as untying 
their cattle, as compared to His “untying” this descendant 
of Abraham, who was bound by Satan for 18 years—on the 
Sabbath Day.  

THE LOOK
Notice the contrast between the hate-fi lled Pharisees who 

were more concerned with depriving the woman because of 
the law, and Jesus, who was interested in extending grace to 
the suffering woman.  

DATE: January 19, 2020
TEXT: Luke 14:15-24

THE HOOK
The Parable of the Great Supper is a metaphor to describe 

the Great Feast God promised to His chosen people, their 
rejection of Him and the extension of the gospel to the 
Gentiles.

THE BOOK
1. God prepares the feast (verse 17). God the Father 

provides the Lamb. “Worthy is the Lamb that was slain to 
receive power and riches and wisdom and strength and honor 
and glory and blessing!” (Revelation 5:12). This glorious 
preparation was realized in eternities past (Revelation 13:8).

2. The invited guests made excuses (verse 18). The 
excuses were fl imsy. Who would purchase a farm without 
fi rst going to inspect it? Who would purchase a team of oxen 
without fi rst going to test them? And who would use their 
wife as an excuse?  

3. The invited guests were unanimous in their refusal. 
Unanimous because none were willing to give up anything 

for the great supper. Man today, tends to embrace the world 
and all its trinkets rather than to relinquish them for the things 
of God’s Great Supper. 

4. The invited guests were turned away in favor of the 
poor, maimed, halt and blind.  

THE LOOK
The Parable of the Great Supper is far more than just 

an indictment on bad manners—it is a word picture of the 
rejection of Jews to Christ’s New Testament gospel, and the 
outreach, by God, to the Gentiles.  
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Paul Gauntt is the pastor of First, Palmer. He served for a 
number of years as the BMA of Texas Department of Church 
Ministries director. He has served several churches as pastor, 
and is a correspondent and featured article writer for Baptist 
Progress Contact him at pop.gauntt@gmail.com.

By PAUL GAUNTT

The lost son
DATE: January 26, 2020
TEXT: Luke 15:11-32

THE HOOK    
Many messages can be gleaned from The Parable of the 

Lost Son. In the father of the story, we see the nature of our 
Heavenly Father. In the response by the elder brother, and the 
joy of the father at the return of the younger brother, we see 
the contrast between law and grace. In the prodigal son, we 
see the undone condition of the perishing. 

THE BOOK
1. The selfish, depraved nature of man—“Father, give 

me…” (verse 12)
2. The hopelessness of a depraved life (verses 13-16)
3. The repentant heart (verses 17-18)

4. The humbled heart (verse 19)
5. The steps to victory (verse 20)
6. The joy and compassion of the father (verse 20)
7. The grace of the father (verse 22)
best  robe—(we are clothed in Christ’s robe of 

righteousness)
ring—royalty
fatted calf—provision/sustenance
shoes—stability
8 .  E lder  son—Phar i sees  re jec t ion ,  anger  and 

judgementalism

THE LOOK
Michael Yousef remarked recently on a radio broadcast, 

that it was unthinkable for a younger son to demand his 
inheritance. It was a gesture of wishing death on his father. 

Also, Yousef said that for a man to run in mid-eastern culture 
was a sign of weakness. No man dared to lose face and 
dignity by running, but rather delegated that act to slaves and 
servants. This gives one a picture of how utterly joyful the 
father was to receive his son.  What a picture of God’s love.  

MATTHEW PRATHER—
THE BRIDGE MISSION, MIDLOTHIAN/WAXAHACHIE      
MATTHEW@DISCOVERTHEBRIDGE.COM
DUAL SUPPORT BMAA/BMAT

The month of November, we really focused on serving 
our community. We challenged our church to collect food 
for Thanksgiving meals for those in need in our community. 
We had 20 names of families. We met our goal and packed 
20 baskets of food and delivered it to those families. We love 
serving and meeting the needs of people in our community 
so that we can show them the love of Christ. This month we 
saw another salvation. We ask that you continue to pray for us 
as we seek to lead people from where they are to where God 
wants them to be. Thank you for your continued prayers and 
support.

Prayer Needs:
Pray that we continue to see people come to the Lord. Pray 

for us as we minister to the hurting in our community.

JESSE HALES – RESIDENT INTERN IN ROUND ROCK      
HALESJESSE@GMAIL.COM                  
DUAL SUPPORT BMAA/BMAT

Thank you for your love and support.  We depend deeply 
on your prayers for this new ministry in Round Rock.  We are 
very blessed to be interning with Antioch, Georgetown.  They 
have been such a blessing to our ministry so far.  When we 
are not busy learning from Antioch, we are pouring ourselves 
into the community of Round Rock.  We are excited that 
we’ve been able to make several meaningful connections.  

We invite you to pray with us that these connections will 
turn into salvations and discipleship.  With everything that 
has been going on, it’s hard to believe that we’ve only been 
ministering here in Round Rock for over two months.  We have 
been pouring ourselves into certain parts of the community to 
make a positive impact for Christ and to deepen relationships 
we are trying to build with people.  In all the ministries that 
I’ve been blessed to be involved with in the past, I’ve never 
seen meaningful connections made as fast as they have been 
happening here, and only God can do that.  Just yesterday a 
teacher stopped to thank me for all the church has done and to 
tell me that our church was “the talk of the town.”  Although 
I think her statement was pretty infl ated (Round Rock is a big 
town), it excites me to hear Starting Point referred to as “our 
church,” or “that church” and have people stop me to remind 
me of their upcoming surgeries or update me on their relatives.

With all that’s happened, there is still twice as much to do.  
We are aiming to start two small groups in the third week of 
January.  Before that happens, we are going to have a couple 
different vision meetings in the community to share who we 
are, what we’re doing and how people can get involved.  It 
will be an opportunity to invite those that we are building 
relationships with to offi cially connect with the church and 
start to be apart of what God is doing with Starting Point 
Church.  As you pray for us, please start praying now for these 
events coming in January and the people we are hoping to 
reach.

Prayer Needs:
Pray that we can make the necessary arrangements needed 

to be able to start these small groups in January.

CLIFF ROBERTSON—
CARPENTER’S HOUSE MISSION—LAKE JACKSON/CLUTE   
DRCLIFFROBERTSONJR@GMAIL.COM

Good is raising up some people to step into roles and they 
are taking some serious responsibility. Pray for them!

Prayer Needs:
Pray for this season. We are planning a couple of big 

things —Christmas and a New Year revival.

CHRIS MINDI—
RESIDENT INTERN, LEANDER 
CRISTIAN.LMBC@GMAIL.COM

Please pray for my family (baby girl to be born), my school, 
our small group families and most importantly for wisdom and 
strength in navigating and prioritizing all the aspects of my life.

On behalf of your BMA of Texas Missionaries and all of 
their support Team, we want to wish You, your family, and 
your church family a Merry Christmas!

BMA Texas Missions cont.

Heith Mitchell is the director of BMA of Texas Missions. 
Contact him at P.O. Box 73, Waxahachie, TX 75168, 
972-923-0757 or hmitchell@bmatexas.org. For more 
information, visit www.bmatexasmissions.org.
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CHURCH SS WORSHIP ADDITIONS
First, Palmer 51 75
Glade Creek, Gilmer 20 36
Jackson, Joaquin 67 99
New Harmony, Tyler 297 348
New Hope, Mineola 82 137
Olde Tyme, White Oak 41
Pilgrim Rest #2, Golden 42 54
Sand Flat, Grand Saline 122 204
Sand Prairie, Normangee 49 65
Security Calvary, Cleveland 26 40
Simmons Hill, Diana 20 27

CHURCH SS WORSHIP ADDITIONS
First, Palmer 42 58
Glade Creek, Gilmer 20 39
Jackson, Joaquin 78 116
New Harmony, Tyler 314 342
Pilgrim Rest #2, Golden 41 53
Rosewood, Gilmer 123 197
Sand Flat, Grand Saline 40 57
Security Calvary, Cleveland 26 38
Simmons Hill, Diana 37 44

November 24, 2019

December 1, 2019

December 8, 2019

CHURCH SS WORSHIP ADDITIONS
First, Palmer 47 87
Glade Creek, Gilmer 20 34
Jackson, Joaquin 74 128
Olde Tyme, White Oak 56
Pilgrim Rest #2, Golden 43 61
Rosewood, Gilmer 108 212
Sand Flat, Grand Saline 35 54
Sand Prairie, Normangee 54
Simmons Hill, Diana 37 44
Yellowpine Macedonia, Hemphill 19 22

November 17, 2019

CHURCH SS WORSHIP ADDITIONS
First, Palmer 66 75
Glade Creek, Gilmer 17 34
Jackson, Joaquin 78 115
New Harmony, Tyler 288 350
Olde Tyme, White Oak 45
Pilgrim Rest #2, Golden 46 59
Rosewood, Gilmer 133 219
Sand Prairie, Normangee 46
Security Calvary, Cleveland 28 40

Upcoming Events
SPRING 2020

Classes meet January 13-May 6
January 9-10: Placement testing and registration

CHRISTMAS HOLIDAYS
December 20-January 5 
(Offices will be closed)

HOMECOMING 2020
February 7-8

BMA OF AMERICA ANNUAL MEETING
DATE: April 27-29, 2020
PLACE: Farley Street Baptist Church, 
Waxahachie, Texas

BMA OF TEXAS ANNUAL MEETING
DATE: November 16-17, 2020
PLACE: Farley Street Baptist Church, 
Waxahachie, Texas

AVAILABLE POSITIONS
PASTOR—Central Baptist Church, Lancaster is seeking a bi-vocational pastor. If interested, 

please email resume and contact info to mloafman@cisd.org. TFN

PASTOR—Westside, Nacogdoches is seeking a pastor. Send resume to dgmounger@att.net. 1/20

PASTOR—First, Jacksonville is seeking a pastor. Send resume to Pastor Search Committee, 

210 Philip Street, Jacksonville, Texas 75766 or email to reception@firstjax.org. TFN

PASTOR—Central, Mineola is seeking a bi-vocational pastor. Send resume to Pastor Search 

Committee, 602 N. Line, Mineola, Texas 75773 or email to ccburke43@gmail.com. TFN

PASTOR—Beacon Hill, Waco is seeking a full-time pastor. Send resume to jmposey73@gmail.

com or mail to P.O. Box 9080, Waco, Texas 76714-9080. 3/20

PASTOR—Elwood, Wills Point is seeking a bi-vocational pastor. Send resume to P.O Box 536 

Wills Point, Texas 75169 or email to dlyl1976@yahoo.com, or call J.W. Parker at 903-873-5483. TFN

PASTOR—Hill Creek, Whitehouse is seeking a pastor. Send resume to Chairman of Pastor 

Search Committee, 17636 Summer Place, Whitehouse, Texas 75791. TFN

YOUTH MINISTER—Mt. Olive, Scurry is seeking a full-time (20-40 hours per week) youth 

minister. Email pastorgarris@hotmail.com or call Mt. Olive Baptist Church at 972-452-8585. TFN
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