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By CHRIS DRIVER
Baptist Progress Editor

It has been over a month since the massive
flooding across the state of Texas. A lot has been
done in way of relief for those impacted in July,
but the work is far from complete. The BMA
Disaster Relief team from Just the Crumbs (JTC)
ministry has been on the ground in San Angelo
since the beginning and has made a huge impact
on the community alongside Grace Temple
Baptist Church, San Angelo.

Lavon Haden, founder of JTC reports that
they are feeding 250+ meals and almost a pallet
of bottled water a day to individuals and families
still struggling to get back in their homes more
than a month since the floods.

To add to the struggles, it has recently come
to the attention of Haden and his team that
the water in several of the areas has tested
positive for E. coli bacteria, rendering the water
undrinkable and unusable. Haden explains that
the positive test for E. coli means that people in
the affected areas cannot even wash their hands
until it is treated and tests clear.

“We are in desperate need of for water. We
gave out an entire pallet of bottled water today
and expect that to continue until the water gets
usable again,” says Haden.

But the meals and water are only part of
what JTC is doing in San Angelo. They are also
leading teams of volunteers out into the homes
of the flood victims in an effort to get the homes
livable as fast as possible.

“We are working in the areas that were
flooded. While there wasn’t a lot of exterior
damage to the homes or trees down, the houses
were completely flooded and are unlivable
until they are gutted and mucked out,” explains
Haden.

Haden describes the area as being heavily
populated with seniors who are renting their
homes. Many of them are waiting on landlords
to get their homes ready to move back in but
because of the widespread nature of the flood,
that will be a while. So, JTC is doing their best
to serve them with hot meals and prayers.

But JTC is not alone. Standing side by side
with them day after day are volunteers from
Grace Temple, San Angelo. Led by pastor

SAN ANGELO FLOOD RELIEF continued on p. 2

San Angelo flood relief continues
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A The cleanup continues in flood ravaged San Angelo
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San Angelo flood

Chris Sweet, the people of Grace Temple
are serving and loving on the people of San
Angelo.

Grace Temple is the staging area for
the JTC food distribution. Volunteers
from Grace Temple are not only faithfully
handing out meals and water every day,
they are taking the time to minister to the
spiritual needs of this community that has
been so devastated by the floods.

“Our best interactions have come as we
pray for people after they have been handed
their meal,” says Sweet. As cars come
by, the people of Grace Temple offer the
opportunity to pull aside and be prayed for.
Over the last month, these prayer requests
have given them more opportunities to
minister to people in their darkest hours and
to hear testimonies about how their efforts
and their prayers are making a difference.

“We had one couple return to celebrate
with us about finding a job after we had
taken the time to pray for it the day before,”
beams Sweet. He goes on to say, “We
had another family come through who
didn’t have electricity. Their house was
pretty much ruined. As one of our members
spoke with them, and then prayed with
them, he followed up by calling one of our
other members who is an electrician. The
electrician went over to help. The woman
was worried they couldn’t afford the work
he had to do. To which our member simply
said, ‘You won’t need that much. I'm
donating my time.””

The church also found out someone had
been getting a meal and then turning around
and selling it to a woman for $5. So the
church prepared her a meal and took it to her
and gave her $5 for the previous day’s meal.
She came to the church and brought a thank
you card that told her story of living in San
Angelo for five years and having never been
treated so good as she has since the people
of Grace Temple have been ministering to
her. Pastor Chris fully expects the stories
to continue to come as they continue to be
faithful to not only minister to the physical
needs but to the spiritual needs that have
come in the wake of this devastating flood.

But Grace Temple and JTC cannot do
this alone. They need our help. Texans help
Texans. But more than that, BMA of Texas
churches never back down from a chance to
come to the aid of our own.

There is a big need for water, monetary
donations and volunteers to help with the
kitchen duties and home clean-up. If you
can help or would like to know more about
how to help, go to www.bmaglobal.org/
disasterrelief or contact Mike Angus at 228-
669-1108 or Beth at 662-582-6667

relief continues cont.

JUST 'FHE CRUMBS NG

it G — DISASTER RELIEF

A 250+ hot meals going out every day in San
Angelo

A Volunteers loading up meals to take into
the community

A Hot meals and big prayers
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Your Church’s Mission Movement in Texos

A word from your Missions Office

By HEITH MITCHELL

It is a big transition season for some of your missionaries
right now. Five of your missionaries are taking their first
scary steps into financial independence. The mission works
prepare for this and never feel prepared when the time
arrives. You generously provide funds to them through your
cooperation with Texas Missions for five years. We have
never seen so many at this moment at once.

Lighthouse of Hope
Church is now an organized
BMA church in Katy that
is made up entirely of
Nigerian immigrants. They
are a healthy congregation
that is well-formed. Their
pastor, Aderemi Badru, is a
missionary by calling and
is burdened to plant another
church. Pray for him as he
committedly stays and prepares the church to stand and call a
pastor when it is time for him to depart. This church is made
up of low-income members, yet they are sacrificially giving
both to salary and to their new church facility.

Iglesia Bautista Gracia
Soberana (Sovereign Grace
Baptist Church, translated)
is an organized BMA church
in Kyle. This church has
endured some rough seasons,
and its pastor, Luis Perez,
has endured hardship over
the last few months. He buried his mother and father back-
to-back. The church takes the gospel and discipleship very
seriously. They have grown and strengthened steadily.

Harmony Baptist Church
in Normangee reached out to
us with a burden to see their
community reached. They
needed help and were willing
to face their reality and make
sacrifices to engage the Great
Commission. Robert Lee and
his family felt led to engage
with them. This family and
church are a great fit for one another, and they are impacting
the community with the gospel.

Iglesia Bautista Hispana
Conroe (Conroe Hispanic
Baptist Church, translated)
is an organized BMA church
in Conroe that has met at
Northside Baptist Church.
Their pastor Isaias Martinez
is a Cuban American and has
faithfully served this body.
Brother Isaias needs your

prayers because he was recently laid off as the company
he worked for entered foreclosure. This young church is
producing leaders effectively. They are saving for their own
building.

Anchor Austin Church is
an organized BMA church
in Georgetown/North
Austin made up entirely of
immigrants from India. They
are a healthy congregation
pastored by Chris Mindi.
Their call is to make disciples
among Hindu people. This
is obviously difficult and a
God sized challenge. God
is bringing glory to Himself
because migrants from India
are walking together in this
new church. Unique to this congregation, they take a several-
day retreat together annually with near-perfect attendance.

One thing each of these churches have in common is that
they all began during COVID. You can imagine how hard
that has been.

Baptist Progress: 1 am glad to report that the Baptist
Progress transition to agency status within your BMA Texas
Missions is going well. The team led by Chris Driver is
doing a good job with the paper. This is the third paper they
have produced. They are working hard on improvements
and expansion of your news outlet. You are seeing more
news from our churches and interest articles. Last month,
they launched a podcast, which will give you the option to
watch or listen to BMA news. This month, you are seeing
the eNews Update show up in a new phone-friendly format.
Good job, Progress team!

Finances are looking good. We are operating on budget
with one small challenge. The Anniversary offering has
dropped by over half from last year. We anticipated a drop
but didn’t plan for it to be this severe. Thirty less churches
have participated in the special offering. It isn’t too late to
participate. The Progress still needs your help.

A word from your missionaries:

CHRIS MINDI—
ANCHOR AUSTIN, MISSION IN LEANDER
CHRIS.MINDI@BMATS.EDU
We have reached a good
milestone. We have a worship
leader at Anchor Austin. He
is a gifted individual and
passionate for the Lord.
While he is growing in his
faith,he still struggles but as
his pastor, I am embracing the

duty to mentor this individual. I am glad in my heart that God
has sent him to Anchor Austin.

Prayer Needs:

Pray that God would bless us with more new families to be
a part of this mission that God Himself is leading at Anchor
Austin. God is doing amazing things here at Anchor Austin,
we are excited to see new milestones reached. We are looking
forward to serving God in a mighty way in Georgetown and
it's surrounding areas.

A Serving the farm hit by the flash
floods
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A Serving the farm hit by theflash A Annual Church Retreat
floods

ERIC JORDAN—BREATH OF PRAISE—BROWNWOOD
ERICABOPCC@AOL.COM

We had two people join
the church, a young lady
gave her life to Christ and
was baptized, and had a great
VBS.

Prayer Needs:

Pray that the Lord will
send an associate pastor.

A FEricJordan

HAITAO HE—
FREE SALVATION BIBLE MISSION—
CORPUS CHRISTI
HAITAO.HE@BMATS.EDU
We’ve been walking
through the book of James in
our weekly Bible study, and
it’s been both challenging
and refreshing. This series
has sparked great discussion
about faith in action. One
participant shared how the

A Haitao He

BMA TX MISSIONS continued on p. 7
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An Expression of Everlasting Love
Many of our friends choose to honor or remember a
family member, a friend, or an associate with a gift for
the children of the Baptist Home. Texas Baptist Home for
Children, in turn, notifies the appropriate person. Listed in
capital letters are those honored or remembered from July
1-31, 2025.

ENDOWMENTS
MYRA STOKES: Bill Stokes

HONORARIUMS

CLARK KEIFER: Leon & Johnnie Ross

GOD ALMIGHTY: Karen Anglin

HANNAH LOW: Leon & Johnnie Ross

KELLY LAMINACK: Rosewood Baptist Church, Gilmer
MR. & MRS. ALAN LENOX: Leon & Johnnie Ross
MR. & MRS. KEITH FAULKNER: Leon & Johnnie Ross
MR. & MRS. KEVIN PHILLY: Leon & Johnnie Ross
MR. & MRS. LEON ROSS: Leon & Johnnie Ross

SHELBY O'CONNOR VBS PROGRAM DIRECTOR:
Rosewood Baptist Church, Gilmer

MEMORIALS

ANN STALHAM: Charles & Charlotte Johnson
BETTY MOLNAR: Virginia Hopkins

BILLIE MERRILL: Karin Harrell

BUDDY & LULU HAZELL: Cheryl Briscoe
CECIL DOWNEY: Carlie Downey

JAMES RAY LANDERS: Kristin Cabaniss
JOAN LIGHT: Charles & Charlotte Johnson
KIP DERRICK: Lana Sparks

LOVITA OUIMET: James Ouimet

PAULINE SHIRLEY: Charles Sebring

SHERRY OLDHAM: Rosewood Baptist Church, Gilmer;
Charles & Charlotte Johnson

TOMMY O. BLAKLEY: Betty Blakley

VICKI GARNER: Carl & Lynda Marsh; Charles & Charlotte
Johnson

TBHC

FOSTER CARE & ADOPTION

Hope in Action: Moldova 2025

By JASON CURRY

This July, a team of our dedicated staff and trustees traveled
to Moldova as part of TBHC’s ministry, Compassionate Hope
International.

Throughout the week, our team encountered children, mothers
and families in deeply vulnerable situations. Whether in transition
homes, orphanages, refugee camps or summer Bible programs,
each interaction was an opportunity to affirm dignity, speak life
and offer tangible hope. The team did not just visit -- they listened,
prayed, encouraged and served with open hands and open hearts.

Upon returning one of our longstanding staff said, “This was a
dream come true trip for me and I will never forget the impact it
had on me!”

In every setting, the message was clear: you are seen, you are
loved, and you are not alone. From crafting with young girls to
sharing stories with single mothers, from dancing with children
to praying with refugees, the team embodied the compassion and
hope that define our mission.

This trip reminded us that healing does not always come in

grand gestures — it often begins in quiet conversations, shared
meals and simple gifts. It grows in the soil of trust, nurtured by
presence and prayer.

We are deeply grateful for the hearts of our team and the
support of our community, which makes this ministry possible.
Please continue to pray for the children, mothers and leaders in
Moldova — and for the seeds of hope that were planted to flourish
in the days ahead.

Find out more about TBHC Compassionate Hope International
by visiting www.TBHC.org.

Jason Curry is the president of the Texas Baptist | 48 ‘
Home for Children. Contact him at 629 Farley St,
Waxahachie, Texas 75165, 972-937-1321 or jcurry@

tbhc.org. For more information, visit www.tbhc.org.
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Leaving a Legacy

By DAVID ERICKSON, Ph.D.

After 126 years, Jacksonville College has a campus where
many people have left a legacy. As you walk across campus you
see names like Anderson, Orr, Collins, Buckner, Norman, Little,
Meadows, and Carroll. Each one represents a legacy. Some left
a legacy by investing years of their lives into educating young
people at Jacksonville College. Others left a legacy through
their financial support that made an education possible for many
young people. Jacksonville College exists because of people
who chose to leave a legacy.

Brenda Bateman was someone who left a legacy at
Jacksonville College. As a faithful financial supporter, a
dedicated trustee and an alumnus who befriended many
students, she made a difference to our community. Several years
ago, she spearheaded an effort to remodel the lobby of the girls
dorm (Collins Hall) to make it an inviting and homey space.
The project was underway at the time of her passing, and her JC
alumni friends brought the remodel to completion. This month
when young women moved into Collins Hall, they arrived to
a freshly remodeled lobby, a new energy efficient roof, and a
completely redone air conditioning system to keep them cool.
Every time they step in the front door of their dorm, young
women at Jacksonville are walking through the legacy of Brenda

oY JACKSONVILLE
LLEGE

Bateman.

Duane Turner was another lifelong supporter of Jacksonville
College. As an alumnus he supported the college throughout
his life and after his heavenly homegoing, he left a bequest for
the college. Thanks to his generosity, the Weatherby Building,
now more than seventy years old, was able to be significantly
remodeled. In addition to improving and modernizing its
appearance, which included adding a biology lab and a
classroom. These new educational rooms will be able to serve
students for many years to come thanks to the legacy of Duane
Turner.

The legacies of the past can be found everywhere at
Jacksonville College, yet new legacies are already being created.
Will you be one of those who leaves a legacy for the next
generation of young people at Jacksonville College?

David Erickson is the president of Jacksonville
College. Contact him at 105 B.J. Albritton Drive,

president@jacksonvillecollege.edu

You are invited

Grand Rededication

Buckner C

"HJPEI
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Jacksonville College

Made possible by those who generously gave to
Resi{:ring the Heart of Jacksanville Cu“ege
and A Chair and a Square campaigns

A Collins Hall, freshly redone with a new energy efficient roof
and a completely replaced HVAC systems.

A The Weatherby Building received a new roof and an exterior
refresh this summer.

A The interior spaces in the Weatherby Building were
remodeled thanks to the generosity of Duane Turner.

A N [

e

A The new classroom made possible through Duane Turner’s
legacy. Like all classrooms on campus, it is equipped for the
technological needs of our current students.
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Ministry Spotlight: Crossroads Church

By CHRIS DRIVER
Baptist Progress Editor

A nasty ditch full of trash and debris from a tornado. A
daycare flooded by a massive sewage leak and the 50 kids who
have nowhere to go for the summer. Elderly couples who have
no way to take care of their overgrown yards. School support
staff who are not budgeted to get Christmas bonuses because
of the nature of their work. A shelter for women and families
coming out of abuse and addiction. A refugee shelter in the
middle of downtown Dallas. A house in India for kids being
rescued out of sex trafficking.

What do all these things have in common? They are all things
nobody wanted to do or could not do...until Crossroads Church,
Rowlett said “We’ll take it.”

Crossroads Church, like most churches who love Jesus and
His mission, has a passion for its community. But the people of
Crossroads have not stopped at just being passionate about it.
They have pushed all in on reaching their community for Christ
by becoming the church that says, “We’ll take it.”

“If you’re looking for a church to just sit in, we’re probably a
bad church for you.” This may sound harsh but lead pastor Jason
Collins believes it is the kindest thing he can tell people when
they visit Crossroads. Why? Because the heart of Crossroads
is that you cannot empassion people by just writing checks.
To empassion people to the mission of Christ requires being
passionately committed to living it out in front of people. And
that is exactly what Jason and the people of Crossroads are
doing. They are currently missionally engaged with the city
of Rowlett, the schools in their community, and multiple other
non-profits in their community, across the Dallas/Ft Worth
metroplex, and around the world in places like India and
Germany. But their hearts are definitely committed to being
Jesus to their community.

Crossroads began as a BMA of Texas church plant back in
1993. During the last 30+ years, Crossroads has been blessed
to have had only three pastors, including Jason. But when Jason
arrived 10 years ago, the church was running around 60 people
and bleeding financially.

“Back then, we had that common view that ‘missional’ meant
we were going to go on mission trips,” remembers Jason. “No!
We actually need to be known in our community.”

“I"d say the biggest change we made was to be open to ask
the question, “What’s going on around us that we can say yes to
with what we have?’” emphasized Jason.

By learning to look around and say “yes,” Crossroads has
become the go-to for the city, the schools, and non-profits across
Rowlett when needs arise. Just about anything and everything
has come to Crossroads because the city and the schools have
gotten used to them saying “We’ll take it”.

So, what makes Crossroads so different? Why have they been
able to find ways to be such a blessing to their community when
so many churches have not? Jason believes there were two keys
that helped them move from just having a passion for missions
to being passionately missional and becoming a “We’ll take it”
kind of church.

“First of all,” says Jason, “We had to find something we
loved that we were willing to sacrifice for something we loved
more. For us it was donuts.” Jason goes on to tell the story of a
struggling church of 60 people that had no budget for things like
kids and youth ministry but were spending money every week to
buy donuts before the service.

“Who loves donuts?” Jason remembers asking the
congregation. Of course, every hand went up. “How many of
you love donuts more than our kids and youth?”” Perspective is
a powerful thing. Immediately they were able to see that they
actually had resources to use, they just needed to use them in the
right places.

“Our ability to be missional, like most churches, was dying in
planning not in a lack of passion,” says Jason. “What I mean is,
you can have all the passion in the world (for being missional)
but if you don’t budget for it and don’t assign leadership to it,
you’re not going to do it.”

That is where the change for Crossroads really began to
happen. Their passion for the mission of Christ began to be
reflected in their budget and in their personnel. And something
interesting happened. Their offerings began to track with their
missional giving and efforts. The more they gave away, the more
they received. It was truly a “you can’t out give God” moment
for Crossroads. And the more they began to say “We’ll take it”,
the more the peoples’ passion for the mission grew. And the
more their passion for the mission grew, the more their desire
and willingness to give to it grew.

At the same time, there was a second key hurdle Jason and
Crossroads had to overcome. During that season of change in
priorities at Crossroads, Jason says, “We had to be willing to
abandon the lie Satan tells people that a small church cannot
have a big missional impact.”

“That came by accident for us in the middle of being at the
worst financial place we were ever at,” recalls Jason. It was
during that time that the original pastor of Crossroads, Kelby
Mullins, came to Jason with a big ask. Mullins had done
ministry in India with some people that had a house for kids
being rescued out of sex trafficking and they had lost their
funding. Kelby came to Jason and asked if there was anything
the church could do to help with the rent which was $2,000 to
help get them caught up. So, Jason got up in front of the church
and shared their story and made the challenge that anything over

the amount of the Crossroads’ bills would be given to this need.
That day they received the largest one day offering in the history
of the church to that point. A total of $14,000 came in and they
stayed true to their word and every penny over the amount of the
church’s expenses went to the house. They paid the rent for that
house in India for the whole year!

“That was one of the biggest catalysts that launched us into
a life of missions because at first we were like, ‘we cant help.
We’re just a church of 60 people. How are we going to bail
out this need in India?’ But we put it before the church and we
trusted God with it. And our little church launched on mission.
That mindset was a gamechanger,” explains Jason.

Ten years later and more than 700 baptisms later, that little
church of 60 now runs 1,200. But their DNA is set and their
passion for missions continues to grow with them. The result?
Crossroads is more committed than ever to being a church that
never stops saying “We’ll take it.”

Want to hear more from pastor Jason about Crossroads’
journey to becoming a faithful witness to their Rowlett? Tune
into a special episode of “Making Progress: Deep Dive” to
hear pastor Jason go deeper into the Crossroads story as he
shares more of his wisdom and experience on how to have a big
presence in your community.

A Pastor Jason mobilizing an army of Crossroads volunteer to
go and serve

A Crossroads mission team headed to Germany
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teachings helped her get out of a period of depression.
We praise God for the power of the Word!

Prayer Needs:

We met some new friends and we are praying for a
good relationship with them. Please pray with us that we
will have those new friends join our prayer meeting.

ISAIAS MARTINEZ—CONROE MISSION
ISAIASMJ1966@GMAIL.COM

The mission is progressing
well. We celebrated all
our accomplishments.
The wedding event was
significant for its attendance
and the topic discussed.

Prayer Needs:

Please pray for our future
meeting place.

MIGUEL RAMOS—HURST MISSION
RAMOSMIANGEL@GMAIL.COM

The Mission continues
to strengthen itself mainly
in the faith and this is
reflected in the way we
live and how we express
ourselves.

Prayer Needs:

Let us pray for the
government and the
advisors of this country so that their decisions are correct.

A Miguel Ramos

LUIS H. PEREZ—
IGELSIA BAUTISTA GRACIA SOBERANA—KYLE
LUISPEREZ6162@GMAIL.COM

We have been quite busy
in the ministry, which is a
joy to work in the business
of our God. Time passes
and we do not realize. It
is a little tiring but very
joyful. We need prayer to be
able to work with the new
converts and for those who
get a little jealous because of the attention given to the
newcomers while helping the others continue to grow and
welcome the those new to the faith. We continue working
with others so that they can do and develop their gifts and
talents for our God.

A Luis Perez

N
BMA Texas Missions cont.

Prayer Needs:
For the spiritual growth of Sovereign Grace Baptist
Church, Kyle.

JOSE TORRES—
IGLESIA NUEVA VIDE EN CRISTO—TYLER
JOSETORRES@GMAIL.COM

Iglesia Nueva Vida en
Cristo of Tyler began two
new groups and restarted a
women's Bible study at the
home of sister Marisol who
is a phenomenal host. One
of the new groups is in the
home of recently baptized
member, Natividad Fino
and his wife Carmen. We have been well received in
their home as well and they are very excited to learn
more about God's Word. The other new group is with
sister Graciela, who is widow of a former missionary.
We gather for prayer in her home and receive lots of
motivation and helpful advice in doing mission work.
We have also started to motivate our people to share
the gospel by giving out gospel tracts that we provide
for each person. Each tract has our church plant name,
address and telephone number. We then set aside some
time during our Sunday worship service for a few to
share their experiences as they give out their tracts.
This has been a wonderful experience for all of us. We
are very grateful for all the support all the churches of
the BMA of Texas provide our church plant. May God
continue to bless your ministries!

Prayer Needs:

Please continue to pray for the formation of a worship
band.

A Jose Torres

A Bro. Natividad putting labels
on Gospel tracts

A Bro. John motivating our
group to share the gospel

A Bible study at Bro. Natividad's
home

A Women's Bible study at sister
Marisol's home

BMA TX MISSIONS continued on p. 9

Kellar Library
Celebrates 60 Years

By PHILLIP WADDELL

Kellar Library Director

On July 22, the Baptist Missionary Association (BMA)
Theological Seminary celebrated 60 years of its Gerald D.
Kellar Memorial Library. Multiple speakers talked about the
history and significance of Kellar Library. The Honorable Randy
Gorham, mayor of Jacksonville, presented a city proclamation
naming July 22 as Kellar Library Day. Other speakers included
Jerrie Sue Cleaver, daughter of Dr. Gerald Kellar and Seminary
trustee, Alicia Johnson, Kellar Library Public Services Manager,
Dr. James Blaylock, former Kellar Library Director, and Phillip
Waddell, current Kellar Library Director.

Mrs. Cleaver shared the vision and legacy of Dr. Kellar,
and Mrs. Johnson presented the history of Kellar Library. Dr.
Blaylock, who served Kellar Library for 52 years (38 as library
director), spoke on the professional organizations with which the
library has been affiliated. Mr. Waddell spoke about the future
importance of Kellar Library.

Jerrie Sue Cleaver presented copies of 10 books written by
her husband, the late Dr. Tony Cleaver, as a permanent addition
to Kellar Library’s collection. Dr. Cleaver previously served
BMA Seminary as Professor of Biblical Studies and Director of
Distance Education. Each attendee received a copy of Dr. Gerald
Kellar’s sermon outlines and a commemorative page marker.
Following the ceremony, library tours were provided, allowing
attendees to view a sepher torah scroll and ancient manuscripts.
Approximately 50 church leaders and Jacksonville officials
attended the event.
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A Covenant of Salt

The 2025 Texas Women’s Retreat is in the books. It
was a blessed time of worship, ending with the ladies in
attendance coming together in a ‘covenant of salt’ with
the Lord: thanking Him for the enduring and unbreakable
nature of his relationship with us, recommitting to
obedience to Him in purity and holiness, friendship and
hospitality, and as the salt of the earth.

Friday evening was a time of singing, games,
refreshments, crafts and mission work. Saturday morning
began with a delicious breakfast in the Fellowship Hall. At
9 a.m. everyone met in the sanctuary of Rosewood Baptist
Church for a welcome by Texas WMA President Cindy
Allen and Amanda Thomas from Rosewood, followed by
the introduction of the theme of the retreat, “A Cup of
Friendship”, by 2nd Vice President Charlotte Johnson.
During the course of the retreat, Song Leader Karen Isaacs
led selections from the hymnal all pointing to Jesus as our
True and Constant Friend.

The next portion of the retreat highlighted our Texas
GMA’s. Texas GMA 2nd Vice President Savannah
Steelman explained the meaning and purpose of GMAs
to the ladies with help from some local GMA girls.

I'I.I'i.-t n...n.-.l .. |*
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Texas GMA President Allie Mauk brought an inspiring
devotional. Madalie Gardner and Triniti Mauk summarized
the GMA Mission Trip to Mexico.

After a short break, Shirley Hoffpauir delivered
the next portion of the program as a chalk-talk: a
dynamic and visual method requiring each lady present
to evaluate “What is in Your Cup?” Next, each attendee
had the opportunity to choose their first of three break-
out sessions. The five options were Coffee Break, by
Debi Powers; Friendship Evangelism, by Tammy Woods;
Meaningful Friendships, by Glenda Chamberlain; Bring
Your Cup to the Table, by Cindy Allen, and the Hispanic
session, 4 Special Friendship According to God's Will, by
Leticia Lopez.

An amazing salad luncheon, with beautifully appointed
tables, was enjoyed by all in-between the first and second
breakout sessions. Rosewood had it catered by a local
artisan. The salads were varied, all delicious, and there
were also several options for some decadent desserts. Two
more breakout sessions followed lunch, concluding with
everyone gathering in the sanctuary one last time for a
time of prayer and commitment with the covenant of salt.

Much planning, much prayer, and many hours of
physical work go into each and every meeting or event
the WMA hosts. This is true on state, national, district and
even local levels. You can be helpful on any or all of these
levels. Consider being a part of your church’s or area’s
women’s organization. You will be blessed.

IMPORTANT AUXILIARY DATES AND INFORMATION
Sept 13, 2025 -- Houston-Anderson District WMA,
First Baptist Church, Slocum
Be sure to check the WMA website, www.texaswma.
com for complete details on events

WMA PROJECT TOTALS UPDATE

As of the Baptist Progress August deadline, the state
WMA has received $19,700 of our $30,000 goal for Texas
Baptist Home for Children.

WMA PROJECT (TBHC) PRAISE

TBHC is enjoying salvations from summer camp.
Several of the kids have accepted Jesus, been called to
ministry and being baptized.
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BMA Texas Missions cont.

RUDY VILLAREAL—
HOMETOWN CHURCH MISSION IN HELOTES
RVILLARREAL1@GMAIL.COM

We are growing. We have
had several new families
come and they are excited
about connecting to our
Church. They have enjoyed
the preaching, fellowship and
our brisket Sundays.

Prayer Needs: -

Pray that this momentum A Rudy Villareal
continues in the fall and for our Fall Festival outreach.

ABNER NUNEZ—SAN ANTONIO MISSION
ELIAS1951@HOTMAIL.COM

Generally, the Spanish-
speaking church planters of
the BMA are associated with
immigrants who don't have
the immediate possibility of
obtaining residency unless
something extraordinary
happens. While continuing
to serve this group, we must
pray that God will place people with residency and citizens
in our paths, thus balancing our membership. The goal is to
have stable and healthy churches.

Prayer Needs:

For my health. I have a bad knee and cannot put weight on
my foot. I'm looking for a location for our Sunday meetings.
We currently have one monthly.

A Abner Nunez

A Monthly Sunday Meeting

A Monthly Sunday Meeting

JOSE GIL—PROYECTO MISIONERO "LIDIA" — SPRING
JOSEDARIO.GIL@GMAIL.COM

Lourdes and I are enjoying
not an easy but a fruitful
ministry, and this month we
just want to express gratitude
in our prayers.

Prayer Needs:

That more friends in the
cells are born again and
baptized.

A Jose Gil

KYLE CHEATHAM—GRACE CHURCH JARRELL
KYLE@GRACEJARRELL.COM

Thanks to the support of our
church, I was able to take my
annual three-week study leave
in order to invest time, energy
and focus into our discipleship
strategy that will launch soon.
While out, three men of our
church that are on our teaching
team stepped up to bring the 4 Kyle Cheatham
Word and each did well. It is so exciting to see God drawing
in these men and equipping them to use their gifts in this way.

Prayer Needs:

Please pray for us as we launch our first few disciple
making Groves in September, where disciples will mature
alongside one another for ten months before multiplying and
each starting their own Grove.

MARVIN MEDINA—PLANO MISSION
MIRENAMARVIN7@GMAIL.COM

This month has been
hard since I had to attend an
immigration appointment
where they placed a device
on me. At first, I felt very
distressed. But we are seeing
the hand of God in it all. May
His will be done in our lives.
Thank you for your prayers. I A Marvin Mirena
ask that you continue praying so that I can get a job.

Prayer Needs:

My immigration, economic and family situation. May God
strengthen us.

KEVIN WILLIAMS—PORT ARTHUR MISSION
MR.WILLIAMSP121@GMAIL.COM

It has been a wild summer.
We bought a house in
Nederland (right next to Port
Arthur) and I got hired to be a
7th grade English teacher. We
are still doing our Thursday
evening discipleship and
Sunday evening Bible study.
We have had a couple of new
people come over the last several weeks as guests of Roberto
and Betsy. But we have had no return visits yet.

We are excited to get settled in our new area of the Golden
Triangle and seek out relationships to share the gospel.

Prayer Needs:

Pray for protection over our family (both physical and
spiritual).

Pray for Kevin as he starts his new teaching job and all the
pressures that come with that.

Pray for a person of peace in our new neighborhood that

A Kevin Williams

will be open to hearing the Gospel and can be a connector to
others.

CHRIS DRIVER—OASIS CHURCH, LEVELLAND
PASTOR CONNECTION/BAPTIST PROGRESS
CJDRIVER316@GMAIL.COM

Howdy from west Texas!
What a busy and exciting
month we had out here in
Levelland. We really spent a
lot of time engaging with the
communities out here in west
Texas this month. We started
out the month with a great
Fourth of July celebration in
Whitharral at our friends' house where many of our people
were able to attend and make new connections with my
hometown community. We had a mission team from Antioch,
Gilmer, come out and help us with a nursery project at the
building and put on a "slammin" good community outreach
here in Levelland with Mike Watt and Trevor Cowan, the pro
wrestling preachers from CrossWork, Tahoka. We ended the
month by loving on our neighbors and students from the SPC
Cosmetology department as they got ready to go back to school
this semester. It was definitely busy, but we had a blast. It is so
amazing to be able to be part of what God is doing out here in
west Texas. Thank you for all you do and all your support.

Prayer Needs:

Please pray for new contacts and a new ministry work in
Sundown and wisdom as it may be necessary to start looking
for a bigger building soon.

A Chris Driver

' AT &
A South Plains College
cosmetology students at Oasis

A Oasis Summer Slam in the
park with Antioch, Gilmer and
CrossWork, Tahoka

TIM ALBA—THE BRIDGE MISSION IN SEAGOVILLE
TIMALBA1986@GMAIL.COM
We had many people take
the initiative to get baptized.
We so far have six people
getting baptized this month.
We have had about 80 people
coming to our services
when our members invite,
which they have been more

aggressive in doing so.

Prayer Needs:

Please pray for me and Nancy. Our marriage is strong, but
we often get overloaded by church duties.

A Timothy Alba

Heith Mitchell is the director of BMA of Texas Missions.
Contact him at PO. Box 73, Waxahachie, Texas 75168, |
972-923-0757 or hmitchell@bmatexas.org. For more

information, Visit www.bmatexasmissions.org.

i
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BAPTIST PROGRESS MINISTRY WORKSHOP—MD5 DISCIPLESHIP
WHEN: Sept 9, 2025

WHERE: BMA of Texas Building, 632 Farley Street, Waxahachie
TIME: 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.

FEATURING: Dr. Steve Crawley, BMA Financial Services Executive
Director/MD5 Co-founder

2025 BMA OF TEXAS MEETING
WHEN: Nov. 17-18, 2025
WHERE: Pathway Baptist Church, Waxahachie

2026 BMA OF AMERICA MEETING
WHEN: April 21-22, 2025
WHERE: Antioch Baptist Church, Conway

personnel
gpositions

PASTOR—First Missionary, Terrell is seeking a bivocational pastor.
contact Bro. Buddy Sadler at 469- 410-0468.

YOUTH/OUTREACH MINISTER—LakeRidge, Lubbock is seeking
a full-time Youth and Outreach Minister. This position will lead
the church’s ministry to youth and college-age students, take the
primary leadership role in the church’s sports outreach ministry, and
oversee all other aspects of the church’s outreach. To find out more
about the church and position, go to mylakeridgebaptistchurch.
org/jobs. Interested candidates can inquire about the position by
emailing leadership@mylakeridgebaptist.org. e

YOUTH MINISTRY LEADER—First, Palmer is seeking a full-time
youth ministry leader. For more information, email Pastor Gary
Southard at pastor@fbcpalmer.org. e

PASTOR—Bethel, Clayton is seeking a pastor. Send resume to Joe
Ogden, 563 CR183, Carthage, Texas 75633 or call 903-692-0000.
A parsonage is available for the pastor. The church is located at
160 CR1521, Clayton. Jerry Phillips is currently serving as interim
pastor. TN

PASTOR—Cross Roads, Winnsboro is seeking a pastor. Send

resume to Mack Jordan, 1314 CR 4970, Winnsboro, Tx 75494 or call
903-629-3609. Ten

Dastorg starf
GhdlJdes

NATHAN HARTFIELD is the new pastor of First Baptist Church,
Crandall.

BMA Global Celebrates /75th Anniversary
with Missionary Reunions

By DR. JONATHAN MONTGOMERY
BMAA Director of Missionary Care

Over this last year, BMA Global has been celebrating our
missions heritage with some of the men and women who have
made these last 75 years of global missions possible. Our
final missionary family reunion is scheduled for September 6
at 11:30 a.m. at Jacksonville College in Jacksonville.

The missionary reunions are open to all BMA international

and interstate missionaries, including those who have
served, missionary kids who grew up on the field, and their
families. Those interested in attending are asked to RSVP by
registering at https://form.jotform.com/250163918763159.
For any questions about the 75th Anniversary reunions, feel
free to email me at jonathan@bmaglobal.org.

2025 Local Association Annual Meetings

ASSOCIATION DATE TIME LOCATION

East Texas Spanish Saturday, September 13 10:00 a.m. Iglesia Bautista Centro de Vida, Tyler
Harris County Spanish Saturday, September 13 5:00 p.m. Bauman Road, Houston
North Central Texas Thursday, September 18 11:30 a.m. Pathway, Waxahachie
Tarrant County Saturday, September 20 9:30 a.m. Calvary, Arlington

North Texas Spanish Saturday, September 27 10:00 a.m. Centro De Vida, Grand Praire
Tryon Saturday, September 28 5:00 p.m. New Hope, New Waverly
Original Bethlehem Saturday, October 4 9:00 a.m. Brookland, Brookland
Mount Olive Saturday, October 4 9:30 a.m. Jackson, Joaquin

Gulf Coast Sunday, October 5 3:00 p.m. Bethel, Orange

Trinity River Sunday, October 5 Meal at 5 p.m.; Meeting at 6 p.m.  First, Flynn

Central West Texas Saturday, October 11 10:00 a.m. Grace Temple, San Angelo
Landmark Montague Sunday, October 12 2:00 p.m. Union Hill, Bowie

Liberty Sunday, October 12 3:00 p.m. Enon, Gilmer

Van Zandt Sunday, October 12 4:00 p.m. Lawrence Springs, Fruitvale
Cherokee Monday, October 13 Meal at 6 p.m.; Meeting at 7 p.m.  New Salem, Henderson
Wood County Tuesday, October 14 7:00 p.m. Pilgrim's Rest #1, Emory
Angelina Thursday, October 16 7:00 p.m. Solid Rock, Zavalla

Central Texas Saturday, October 18 9:00 a.m. Temple, Mexia

Plains Saturday, October 18 9:30 a.m. Lakeridge,Lubbock
Navasota River Saturday, October 18 10:00 a.m. Beacon, Bryan

Harmony Saturday, October 18 12:00 p.m. Mountain Home, Jacksboro
Houston-Anderson Sunday, October 19 3:00 p.m. Sheridan Terrace, Palestine
Polk County Sunday, October 19 3:00 p.m. First Providence, Livingston
Landmark Nacogdoches  Thursday, October 23 7:00 p.m. Harmony, Nacogdoches

Smith County Monday, October 27

Meal at 6 p.m.; Meeting at 7 p.m.

Red Springs, Tyler

2025 Anniversary Offering List

ADAMS, DELORES 25.00
ANTHONY DRIVE, ENNIS 113.00
BLACKJACK, TROUP 113.00
CALVARY, ENNIS 113.00
CAMILLE ACRES, LONGVIEW 114.00
CENTRAL, ASPERMONT 500.00
FIRST, BLOOMING GROVE 200.00
FIRST, CLEBURNE 113.00
FIRST, PALMER 226.00
FIRST, RICE 113.00
FOREST HILL, QUITMAN 113.00
GLADE CREEK, GILMER 500.00
GRACE, JARRELL 150.00
HUBBARD CHAPEL, QUITMAN 226.00

LEGGETT, LEGGETT 113.00
MACUNE, SAN AUGUSTINE 500.00
MAHL, NACOGDOCHES 113.00
NEW BEGINNINGS, FERRIS 113.00
NEW HOPE, MINEOLA 113.00
OLD BETHEL, CANTON 113.00
PATHWAY, WAXAHACHIE 1,253.10
ROCKY HILL, HUNTINGTON 113.00
ROSEWOOD, GILMER 226.00
SIMMONS HILL, DIANA 200.00
SOUTH PARK, FT WORTH 113.00
WEEKS CHAPEL, JASPER 1,000.00

6,476.10
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Local Missions and Community Outreach

How is your church reaching your community for Jesus?
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Introducing
The Lightwell Podcast

Stay ahead of the curve with insights from Lightwell insurance agents
across the country. From cyber threats to ministry risk management, each
episode delivers practical tips and powerful stories to help you protect
what matters most.

L] Boost your insurability

L] Navigate today’s risks

- Learn from real-world experiences

Whether you're leading a ministry, nonprofit, or Christian school—or just
want to better understand your coverage—The Lightwell Podcast is your

go-to source for clarity and confidence.

Now available on all streaming services, listen now and stay protected.

Visit lightwell.comy/texas or call BO0.422 3384,

Lightwell.

READ « EXAMINE « ASK * LIVE

COMING IN SEPTEMBER!

7-12 GRADE SUNDAY SCHOOL

AND SIGN UP FOR
UPDATES HERE
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BAPTIST MISSIONARY

BMLA

LOAN ASSOCIATION

The Baptist Missionary Loan Association (BMLA), a ministry of the Baptist Missionary Association of Texas,
offers loans to churches for everything from land and building purchases, to additions and renovations.

Why consider a loan with BMLA?

We specialize in church building projects.
Since 1953, BMLA has provided loans for churches of the Baptist Missionary Association of Texas. No one
understands the needs and goals of BMA congregations and related ministries better than BMLA. Recently,
BMLA was authorized by the churches of the Baptist Missionary Association of Texas to offer loans to any BMA
church in the United States.

We offer competitive rates and terms.
Unlike many commercial lending institutions, BMLA can save your congregation thousands of dollars by
requiring minimal closing costs and offering competitive rates.

Faithful stewardship finances our loans.
The money invested in BMLA by congregations and individuals finance our loans for building projects and
land purchases.

For more information, visit bmla.org.
[f'you are ready, you may apply for a loan online at bmla.org.
If you have more questions, call us at 972-923-0758.

We look forward to helping you make your dreams come true!

BMLA, P.O. Box 425, Waxahachie, Texas 75168
www.bmla.org

i
RE:CHARGE

LEADERSHIP RETREAT

September 29-October 1, 2025

Speaker Artist
Michael O'Brien

Worship
Kent Wiles

Sam Rainer

Locations:

Calvary Baptist Church in Horn Lake, MS
Mosaic Church in Memphis, TN

Central Church in South Haven, MS

Men's Breakout: Ministry Leader Panel
Women's Breakout: Lori Cline

Registration:
$150 per person

Go to bmaamerica.org/recharge for more info and to register.
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