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In the Lead: BMA Texas Missions helping local churches take
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the lead in raising up the next generation of BMA leaders

By CHRIS DRIVER
Texas Missionary Care Coordinator

This September, eight new college-age young
people will begin a year-long internship program
focused on equipping and releasing new leaders
into gospel ministry positions. That’s a great
thing, right? But what if I told you that the
program is a partnership between your BMA
Texas Missions office and local BMA of Texas
churches? It doesn’t get much better than that!

Three years ago, this partnership program
was birthed in the hearts of Jason Collins,
pastor of Crossroads, Rowlett, and BMA Texas
Missions Director Heith
Mitchell. At that time,
Jason was working with
several young people from
Crossroads that had clear
calls to the gospel ministry
and he was looking for
ways to develop and equip
them for the road ahead.
As a BMA Texas Missions
trustee, Collins was
familiar with the strides the missions department
had made in equipping and releasing church
planting missionaries into the field all over the
state of Texas. So, he set up a meeting with
Mitchell and Todd West, BMA of Texas pastor
connections coordinator.

“That conversation was a huge answer to
prayer,” said Collins. “We have a lot of churches,
and those churches have a lot of young people
in them. So why are we searching for leaders
instead of growing them?” So, they began to ask
questions and dream.

They dreamed of a program that would be a
partnership between BMA Texas Missions and
local BMA of Texas churches. They dreamed
of a program that would encourage pastors
and leadership teams to identify young people
in their churches with the potential to become
future ministry leaders and pastors in the BMA.
They dreamed of a program that would call
these potential leaders out and begin equipping
them. They dreamed of a program that would
place these future leaders with a mentor, a coach
and give them real responsibilities in various
ministries within a healthy BMA church. They

dreamed of a program that would help BMA of
Texas churches invest in their own young people.
And through actual leadership opportunities, not
only prepare these young people to serve, but
to stay and come back to the local churches
they had grown up in—churches that had spent
so many years loving and investing in them.
They dreamed of a program that had room to
equip and invest in not only young men with the
potential to be a pastor but also young women
who have the potential to lead various ministries
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in the church. They dreamed of a program that
would help the BMA of Texas get back to a place
where we are seeing our churches raise up, equip
and release their own leaders into their churches
and into the BMA of Texas. And so, from that
meeting and those dreams, the beginning of this
intentional internship program was born.

In the last three years, the program that was
birthed in that meeting has developed, grown
and solidified into a leadership pathway that
consists of a year-long internship in a healthy
BMA church where they experience multiple
ministries, monthly coaching with Todd West
that focuses on growing in life skills as well
as in ministry skills, a weekly salary of $200
(split between the local church and the missions
department) for 18 hours spent working in the
local church, and a three-day annual leadership
retreat where these potential leaders are
challenged and encouraged by pastors and BMA
leaders.

Over these last three years, five BMA
churches (Crossroads, Rowlett; New Harmony,
Tyler; Pathway, Waxahachie; First, Palmer; and
First, Gresham) have engaged the program with

23 young leaders. Out of those 23 leaders, three
young men have been hired into full or part-time
youth pastor positions, two young ladies have
been hired into children’s ministry positions, and
one young man has gone on to be a pastor.

Collins praised the program saying, “These
interns have grown so much and we could not
be prouder of them. This program has also been
good, in that sometimes interns realize this is not
the right calling or season for them. That is also
a blessing. It doesn’t mean they aren’t serving

God, but God was calling
them into something else
for His glory. That is a
praise!”

So, what does the future
hold? Mitchell has high
hopes for the future of
BMA leadership based on
the impact of this program
partnered with the on-
going efforts and programs

of the Daniel Springs Camp summer internships
led by Jason Prewitt, the BMA Seminary and
the upcoming leadership initiatives being put
into place by Jacksonville College under the
leadership of Dr. David Erickson.

Mitchell champions the program by
saying, “We believe the impact of 10 young
leaders being invested in and encouraged into
their ministry calling every year will have a
tremendous impact on the churches of the BMA
for years to come.”

As eight young people from three BMA
churches prepare to embark on their internship
journey this September with the potential to be
the next leaders in their churches or in other
BMA churches, could it be that one or more
of the next set of leaders just might be sitting
in your congregation? If you are interested in
learning more about the intern program, what it
would take for your church to partner with BMA
Texas Missions or if you have a potential leader
you would like to recommend for the program
please contact Bro Heith Mitchell at BMA Texas
Missions by emailing hmitchell@bmatexas.org
or calling 972-923-0757.
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BECOMING A MISSIONARY IN YOUR ZIP CODE

Becoming a Missionary in Your Zip Code will be presented by Todd West, pastor connections coordinator for the BMA of Texas. Churches
will naturally become inwardly focused without a biblical plan to focus outwardly, resulting in the focus being on budgets, buildings and
ministries designed for our current members and ministry to those in other countries. Certainly, all of these are important, but not to the neglect
of those who need Jesus in our own zip code. In this workshop, you will see how New Testament principles can come alive in the communities
where God has placed our churches in this present day. This workshop is designed to place practical tools in your hands to implement in the
church where you serve. At the end of the day, everyone will leave a customized plan for your zip code and the next steps for engaging your
church family.
When: October 15, 2024
Where: BMA of Texas Office Building, located at 632 Farley Street, Waxahachie, Texas
Time: 10am - 3pm

REGISTER FOR THESE WORKSHOPS AT BAPTISTPROGRESS.ORG.
CLICK THE “RESOURCES” TAB AND THEN “UPCOMING WORKSHOPS.”

2024 Baptist Progress Anniversary Offering

Thank you to the churches and individuals who gave to the 2024 Baptist Progress Anniversary Offering. We fell short of our $20,000 goal,
but are grateful to those who gave.
We fell short of our $20,000 goal, but are grateful for what was given. This offering helps in meeting our budgetary needs each year.

ANTHONY DRIVE, ENNIS 112.00  FIRST, CRANDALL 12.00  NEW HOPE, NEW WAVERLY 197.00
ANTIOCH, GILMER 112.00  FIRST, DESOTO 150.00  NEW HOPE, STREETMAN 200.00
BETHEL, PORT ARTHUR 152.00  FIRST, GLENN HEIGHTS 12.00  OAK HILL, GILMER 375.00
BLACKJACK, TROUP 224.00  FIRST, LIVINGSTON 1,323.31  PATHWAY, WAXAHACHIE 1332.26
BRISTOL, ENNIS 300.00  FIRST OF OMEN, ARP 100.00  PECAN, ROBERT LEE 250.00
CALVARY, ARLINGTON 112.00  FIRST, PALMER 412.00  RED SPRINGS MISSIONARY, TYLER 500.00
CALVARY, FAIRFIELD 650.00  FIRST, RICE 44100  ROSEWOOD, GILMER 500.00
CALVARY, TRINIDAD 112.00  FOREST HILL, QUITMAN 200.00  ROUND PRAIRIE, FAIRFIELD 225.00
CAMILLE ACRES, LONGVIEW 250.00  GLADE CREEK, GILMER 43316  SHEPPARD DRIVE, EULESS 200.00
CENTRAL, ASPERMONT 200.00  GLENFAWN, CUSHING 112.00  SIMMONS HILL, DIANA 200.00
CENTRAL, LANCASTER 112.00  LITTLE MOUND, GILMER 224.00  SOUTH PARK, FT WORTH 112.00
FIGHTH AVENUE, TEAGUE 120.00  MACUNE, SAN AUGUSTINE 125.00  SUBURBAN WOOD, HUMBLE 250.00
ENON, GILMER 64714  MAHL, NACOGDOCHES 112.00  WEEKS CHAPEL, JASPER 250.00
FIFTH STREET, LEVELLAND 190.00  MT. CALVARY, CARTHAGE 250.00  ANONYMOUS 250.00
FIRST MISSIONARY, TERRELL 112.00  NEW BEGINNINGS, FERRIS 112.00

FIRST, BLOOMING GROVE 300.00  NEW HARMONY, TYLER 1,022.00

FIRST, CLEBURNE 500.00  NEW HOPE, MINEOLA 25000 TOTAL RECEIVED $14,536.87

BAPTIST MISSIONARY

BML A Does your church need a loan?

LOAN ASSOCIATION

The Baptist Missionary Loan Association Church provides loans to churches of the Baptist Missionary Association of Texas and the Baptist Missionary Association of America for new construction,
remodeling projects and property purchases (both land and existing building purchases). Answers to frequently asked questions are below:

1. What is the BMLA? The Baptist Missionary Loan Association is a department of the Baptist Missionary Association of Texas that provides loans to churches within the Baptist Missionary
Association of Texas and the Baptist Missionary Association of America.

2. What types of loans do you make? We make loans for numerous purposes such as land and church building purchases; remodeling and renovation projects; construction of church
sanctuaries, educational buildings, children’s buildings, fellowship halls and family life centers.

. Who do you serve? WWe serve the churches of the Baptist Missionary Association of Texas and the churches of the Baptist Missionary Association of America.

. How much can our church borrow? The only way to get a true borrowing capacity amount for your church is to complete and send a church loan application to our office.

. Do you take collateral on church loans? Yes. We take the first lien on all church property and improvements.

. How does our church start the process? Someone authorized by the church simply completes an application and emails or mails it to the Baptist Missionary Loan Association.

. How long does it take to get a response? When we receive your church’s completed loan application, we will contact your church either by email or phone within two to three days.

. What are your current rates? Please call for interest rates.

. Do you make personal loans or auto loans? No. We only make loans to incorporated churches for real estate purposes.

wooNOOUI AW

Visit BMLA.org to complete an application or for more information email jerry@bmatexas.org or call 972-923-0758

2 | August 2024



MISSIONS

Your Church’s Mission Movement in Texas

A word from your Missions Office

By HEITH MITCHELL

We are excited to see three new missionaries engaging
their God given assignments of making disciples within their
community.

Kevin Williams has
moved into Port Arthur with
the help of Bethel Baptist
Church. He has started work
with the school there assisting
Spanish speakers. Kevin is
burdened to make disciples
there in Port Arthur. He,
his wife, Amber, and their
children moved to the community from Mena, Arkansas.

Marvin Marina is a K,
Venezuelan immigrant who
received Jesus and was
discipled by Missionary Omar
Pena in Plano. Marvin and his
wife, Odalys, are passionate
disciple-makers. Marvin
has grown as a leader and
surrendered to ministry. He
has taken over the young mission in Plano among immigrants.

Samuel Arellano is making
disciples in New London.
He lives in Henderson and
owns and operates a tire
business there. The business
is his opportunity to share the
gospel all day long. Liberty,
Henderson is the sending
church for this new work. A SamuelArellano
Thomas Monroe, pastor of Liberty, and Samuel are long-time
friends and co-laborers.

Will you join me in prayer and support for your new
missionaries!

A Kevin Williams

A Marvin Marina

A word from your missionaries

CHRIS MINDI—
ANCHOR, AUSTIN MISSION IN LEANDER
CHRIS.MINDI@BMATS.EDU

Thank you for praying
for and supporting us in
this God-sized vision and
mission. Anchor, Austin is
doing well! Spiritually, our
people are maturing in their
understanding and faith in
God. Continue to pray for
healthy marriages and
prioritizing God in all our lives here in central Texas.

We have been able to see God work in one individual’s
life at Anchor, Austin. VJ, a cultural Christian, was raised in

A Chris Mindi

a very nominal legalistic way of practicing Christianity from
childhood. From the day that he started coming to our small
group, community events and game nights, he started to
know us and experience the genuine love in the church. He is
open to being baptized. Continue to pray for this gentleman,
that he puts his faith in Christ and submits to Him.

We have experienced a wonderful month at Anchor,
Austin. Every year we have a retreat. The entire church
goes away for the weekend. We spend time as a community
and are refreshed and renewed in our spirits to be effective
disciples. This year, it was powerful. Our theme was, Abide
in Jesus. We focused on John 15:4 and emphasized silence
and solitude in worshiping our Lord in practicing these
disciplines. It was a blessed time in which we placed all
gadgets aside and simply worshipped Him.

Prayer Needs:

1. Pray for V.J. who is on a journey of faith.

2. Pray for healthy marriages.

3. Pray for leadership in leading our people well.

4. Pray for a new start of our prayer team.

5. Pray for this upcoming fall season as we are plan more
outreach events.

ISAIAS MARTINEZ—
CONROE MISSION
ISAIASMJ1966@GMAIL.COM

Our church is growing. We
continue in discipleship and
oikos groups. The sisters held
their women's retreat together
with the American sisters.

Prayer Needs:

Please pray that we find a
place of our own in the near

future. A lsaias Martinez

HAITAO HE—
FREE SALVATION BIBLE MISSION IN
CORPUS CHRISTI
HAITAO.HE@BMATS.EDU
This month, we had
several new friends come
to our prayer fellowship
and one of them had gone
through a long journey of
her career struggle to get to
this point. She endured a
long time period of applying
and seeing no results. If
things did happen, she was going to choose another path
and forfeit her efforts of over a decade. I was touched
to see how much people can bear when they have hope
in their hearts to keep putting in countless attempts year
after year. I appreciated the fact that God allowed me to

A Haitao He

see her prayers answered and showed me a story of long
perseverance.

Prayer Needs:

Please pray that we will have more opportunities to
serve our new friends coming to our prayer fellowship this
month.

JOSE GIL—PROYECTO MISIONERO "LIDIA"
THE WOODLANDS MISSION
JOSEDARIO.GIL@GMAIL.COM

The mission is going
slowly and consistently. One
of the brothers who was
certified in the "Taller de
Multiplicacién" may start a
new cell in the house of his
brother soon. That would
be the fourth cell in our
ministry. We are grateful.

A Jose Gil

JAIME GARCIA—
IGLESIA BAUTISTA NUEVA VIDA MISSION
IN GILMER
JAIME.GARCIA2911@
GMAIL.COM

The young people are
practicing praises with
musical instruments, they
have already learned two.
They sang them in the
service and it was very nice
to listen to them. Thanks
also to our brother, José¢ Rodriguez, who devoted his
time and talent to bless the youth group of the Antioquia
Church.

Prayer Needs:

Pray for the Gladewater group.

A Jaime Garcia

RUDY VILLAREAL—
HOMETOWN CHURCH MISSION IN HELOTES
RVILLARREAL1@GMAIL.
coM

We are developing a
dedicated core that is excited
to evangelize. Pray that the
Lord will open doors and
hearts as we share the gospel
with our neighbors.

A Rudy Villareal

MARVIN MIRENA—

MISSION FULLY

RESTORING HEARTS
MIRENAMARVIN7@GMAIL.COM

BMA TX MISSIONS continued on p. 9
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An Expression of Everlasting Love

Many of our friends choose to honor or remember a
family member, a friend, or an associate with a gift for
the children of the Baptist Home. Texas Baptist Home for
Children, in turn, notifies the appropriate person. Listed
in capital letters are those honored or remembered from
Jul. 1-31, 2024.

ENDOWMENTS

E. ANN PACE: Karl Pace

MYRA STOKES: Bill Stokes
HONORARIUMS

ALEX YOUNT: Danny & Diane Yount
ANDI YOUNT: Danny & Diane Yount
DAN SELL: Marilyn Simpson

GEORGE & JOAN DECKER'S 70TH ANNIVERSARY:
Charles & Charlotte Johnson

JOE BOND: Marilyn Simpson

MEMORIALS
BETTY LOU WILSON: Jamie & Judy Borders

CHARLOTTE ROBINSON: Over-The-Wheels Sunday
School Class, First Baptist Church, Red Oak

CLYDE DICKERSON: Over-The-Wheels Sunday School
Class, First Baptist Church, Red Oak

DUANE & CHARLOTTE TURNER: Claudie Thompson &
Penny Burdette

EUGENE FINK: Greg & Cindy Allen

FAY & BILLY ROGERS: Central Church, Mineola
IDAMAE PATTERSON: Greg & Cindy Allen
IRENE CAUDLE: Charles & Charlotte Johnson
JO JONES: Charles & Charlotte Johnson

JOHN J. MOORE: Jane Moore

JOHN MCCUSITION: Andy & Nell McCuistion

JOHNITA WINTTERS: Claudie Thompson & Penny
Burdette

KENNETH BURKS: Jimmy & Carla Shipp
LARRY W. ANGLIN: Karen Anglin

LENA MCDONALD: Worker's Sunday School Class, First
Baptist Church, Jacksonville

LINDA & GEORGE WATTS: Timothy & Wanda Thompson
LOVITA OUIMET: James Ouimet

NELL JORDAN: Charles & Charlotte Johnson

PAULINE SHIRLEY: Charles Sebring

RAY THOMPSON: Claudie Thompson & Penny Burdette

RITA LOWE: Over-The-Wheels Sunday School Class, First
Baptist Church, Red Oak

RONNIE DANIELL: Claudie Thompson & Penny Burdette
TED & FRIEDA STANLEY: Neva McLaughlin

TOMMY BLAKELY: Betty Blakely

WAYNE KEELING: Billy Keeling

WILMA SCHOENROCK: Claudie Thompson & Penny
Burdette; Charles & Charlotte Johnson

TBHCG

FOSTER CARE & ADOPTION

Thank you, WMA, for your collection of school

supplies for TBHC

By JASON CURRY

The WMA invited, Jami Hogan, TBHC vice president of
programs, to come and speak at a breakout session for the
“Broken Crayons Still Color” weekend event. This wonderful
event inspired ladies to remember God uses broken people
and we all have hurts and worries. Psalms 147:3, “He
heals the brokenhearted and binds up their wounds,” was
referenced to show how our Father cares about us.

In the breakout session with Jami Hogan, the focus was
on Foster Care. In foster care, families and children are hurt
and broken. These families get help and services to heal and
learn to be a better family unit. In Foster Care, two desired
outcomes for families are either healing and reunification or
adoption for the children.

Either outcome contains beauty from ashes that God
promises us in Isaiah 61:3; a beautiful picture of what the
future Christ would do for the mourning people of Israel and
the ones hurting today. When we examine the verse, we learn
that Christ is the joy-giver.

Foster parents are the key to helping families and children

heal and sharing the gospel with them. These “broken crayons
can still color” through healing in Christ. Texas children need
more families to become Foster Families to care for children
and share the gospel with them. This is the mandate in James
1:27, to care for the vulnerable.

The WMA provided much needed school supplies to
TBHC foster children at this event. Some kids in poverty
circumstances such as foster children do not get new
school supplies to take to school. This wonderful donation
makes children feel included when they get new school
supplies. Learn how you can take part in helping make the
broken beautiful at www.TBHC.org.

Jason Curry is the president of the Texas Baptist | 48 ‘
Home for Children. Contact him at 629 Farley St,
Waxahachie, Texas 75165, 972-937-1321 or jcurry@

tbhc.org. For more information, visit www.tbhc.org.

A Cindy Allen, President of WMA with Jami Hogan, TBHC VP of
Programs

A Charlotte Johson, 2nd VP of WMA & Trustee with Jami
Hogan, TBHC VP of Programs
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COL
Introducing the Biblica

By DAVID ERICKSON, Ph.D.

Jacksonville College offers not just a Jesus-centered
environment for young people; it provides a Jesus-centered
education that includes spiritual formation. While all our
professors integrate the Bible into their classes, some of our
faculty are dedicated exclusively to teaching the Bible and its
application to our students. These men teach classes in Old
Testament, New Testament, hermeneutics, apologetics, ethics
and philosophy.

Jonathan Attebery is joining
the faculty this fall. He has a
Master of Divinity from BMA
Theological Seminary and is
currently pursuing a Ph.D. in
New Testament at Midwestern
Baptist Theological Seminary.
Jonathan has served in several
churches and is currently
associate pastor of Heritage,
Waxahachie.

Dr. David Dixon previously
taught at Jacksonville College
and is rejoining the faculty
this year. He has a Master of
Divinity from BMA Theological
Seminary and a Ph.D. from
Midwestern Baptist Theological
Seminary. Dr. Dixon has served
as pastor of First, Neches for
more than a decade.

Dr. Matt Pitts has been
teaching Bible at Jacksonville
College for several years.
He has a Master of Divinity
from Southwestern Baptist
Theological Seminary, a
Doctor of Ministry in Biblical
Theology from Southern Baptist
Theological Seminary, and
is currently pursuing a Ph.D.
in Systematic Theology at
Midwestern Baptist Theological Seminary. Dr. Pitts has
served as pastor of Minden, Minden for the last 15 years.

A Jonathan Attebery

A Dr. Matt Pitts

2% JACKSONVILLE

LEGE
Studies faculty

Mark Rogers has been
teaching ethics, philosophy and
Bible classes at Jacksonville
College for many years. He
has a Master of Divinity
from Southwestern Baptist
Theological Seminary along
with many additional graduate
hours from BMA Theological
Seminary and the University of A Mark Rogers
Texas at Tyler. Bro. Rogers has served as pastor of Concord,
Palestine for 40 years.

Dr. Stan Scroggins is
joining the faculty this fall.
He has a Master of Religious
Education from Mid-America
Baptist Theological Seminary
and a Doctor of Theology from
Louisiana Baptist University. Dr.
Scroggins served for many years
at First, Magnolia, Arkansas
before serving as a missionary
in the Philippines. He currently
serves as the regional coordinator of Asia Pacific Missions for
BMA Global Missions.

Several things stand out about our Biblical Studies faculty.
First, they are all deeply committed to helping young people
understand the Bible. They love God’s Word and they want
their students to love it. Second, almost all of them have
roots in the BMA, including studying at BMA Theological
Seminary. Third, they are all engaged in ministry and have
pastoral experience. These men are committed to serving in a
church and discipling others in the way of Jesus. Students at
Jacksonville College are blessed to learn from them.

A Dr. Stan Scroggins

David Erickson is the president of Jacksonville &
College. Contact him at 105 B.J. Albritton Drive,
Jacksonville, Texas 75766, 903-586-2518 or @&
president@jacksonvillecollege.edu

JACKSONVILLE

COLLEGE

Speaking the truth

By DAVID ERICKSON, Ph.D.

Like most preachers, my favorite way to declare
God’s truth is from the pulpit on Sunday morning.
Preaching from God’s Word while “Amens” ring
out is absolutely the most gratifying way to be a
theologian.

Yet as a minister of the Gospel, it is not enough
to encourage the faithful. We have a message for
all people, including those who are unconvinced,
disagree with us or are even outright hostile to us. We
take the truth of God’s Word to everyone we can and
leave the outcome to the Lord.

As social media pushes us toward ideological
isolation where we rarely encounter ideas with
which we disagree, Christians push back by taking
the message of Jesus to places where it is not
automatically welcome. That might take us to our
neighbor’s house, into our child’s school or before the
city council. It also might mean giving an interview
to a hostile media outlet, being on a podcast with
a host who does not share all our convictions or
appearing at conferences alongside people with whom
we have significant differences.

Sometimes we come to speak prophetically, to point
out and articulate our disagreements and to argue for
the correctness of our position. Other times we speak
evangelistically, purposefully building bridges and
engaging in dialogue that invites people toward the
truth. Both have their place and we need wisdom to
know how to engage in a particular situation.

With a new neighbor, I am probably going to
build bridges rather than immediately notifying them
that their lifestyle is an abomination to God. On the
other hand, if the school board is debating whether
biological males should be in the women’s locker
room, it is time to speak some pointed and clarifying
truth.

Our goal is to be “wise as serpents and harmless as
doves” (Matt. 10:16) and to “always be ready to give
a defense to everyone who asks you a reason for the
hope that is in you” (1 Pet. 3:15). In whatever context
we are, whether we are talking with one person or
speaking to thousands, our goal remains the same—to
speak the truth of God’s Word and let the convicting
power of the Holy Spirit take it from there.
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Jeff Swart celebrates
50th anniversary in
the ministry

Congratulations to Jeff
Swart on his 50" anniversary
in the ministry. Jeff surrendered
to the call of ministry on his
21 birthday, July 15, 1974
at Sagamount Church Camp
in Joplin, Missouri. God has
used him during these 50 years
as pastor of eight churches,
associate pastor of two churches,
dean of students at a Christian
college, Bible teacher in 10
Bible institutes, colleges and
seminaries around the world,
church planter/missionary,
assistant foreign missions director and at present senior adult
pastor of Antioch, Conway, Arkansas.

The churches he has led as pastor include Highland
Park, Independence, Kansas; Mt. Zion, Garland, Kansas;
Grace, Bryant, Arkansas; Heritage, Nevada, Missouri; Craft,
Jacksonville; Calvary, Mesquite; First, Red Oak and First,
Galena, Kansas.

He is also a writer (his greatest work is the Church
Planting Module that is still being used around the world
today).

God has allowed him to preach/teach more than 12,000
times in 19 states and 30 countries of the world. He is
very blessed to be a part of a wonderful men’s discipleship
program, MD5, and has loved the opportunity to teach and
mentor other men. His proudest accomplishment, other than
receiving Christ as His Savior, is the fact that he and his wife,
Debbie, have been married over 51 years, and he is Dad to
three great kids and Papa to 10 grandchildren!

“All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name” is Jeff’s life’s
theme song and his favorite Bible Scripture is Acts 20:24:
“However, I consider my life worth nothing to me, if only
I may finish the race and complete the task the Lord Jesus
has given me—the task of testifying to the gospel of God's
grace.”

A Jeff Swart

Daniel Sprmgs Camp holds awards ceremony

By CHARLES JOHNSON

Pastor of Rosewood, Gilmer

Daniel Springs Baptist Camp held their annual “end-of-
the-camping season” awards celebration banquet in the camp
cafeteria July 25. Present were 65 employees, their family
members, trustees and friends of the camp.

The attendees were treated to a delicious fajita Tex-Mex
buffet meal. The tables were decorated with bright tablecloths
and balloon bouquets. A centerpiece photo backdrop featured
a balloon train and an appreciation banner. Decorations
were provided and installed by trustee Charlotte Johnson and
Triniti Mauk.

Special recognition and appreciation gifts were given to the
summer missionaries (summer staff) and camp maintenance,
food and medical staff. The summer missionaries included
increments for one through six summers of serving at the
camp.

Camp Director Jason Prewitt, who is in his tenth year

at Daniel Springs, gave special recognition to Mrs. Rosetta
Hicks who has completed 30 years of summer work at the
camp in the food service department. He also acknowledged
camp nurse Terri Gaidusek, who has served in this position
for 25 years.

Prewitt reported to the audience there were over 1,900
who attended Daniel Springs Camp in the summer of 2024.
The number was an increase of over 400 campers from 2023
as the camp continues to recover from the COVID pandemic
years when the camp was closed. More importantly, he
thankfully shared some 180 of the campers made professions
of faith in Jesus as Savior during the summer of 2024.

Daniel Springs Baptist Camp sits on a 54-acre scenic plot
of land in southern Panola County near Gary. It is owned and
operated by the Baptist Missionary Association of America
and is administered by a nine-member trustee board.

Help for pastor search teams

By JERRY FULTON
Baptist Progress Director/Editor

Often, when a pastor resigns, a church finds itself in a
dilemma. Perhaps the pastor who resigned had a long tenure.
If so, it could be that the church has not experienced the task
of searching for a new pastor in over a decade. What is the
church to do? Where are they to turn? Well, that is where
Baptist Progress comes in to help the church.

Baptist Progress is the informing and equipping ministry
of the BMA of Texas. The goal of this ministry is to provide
as many resources and training opportunities as possible
to pastors and members of BMA of Texas churches. With
that goal in mind, a few years ago, this editor put together a
Pastor Search Team Manual for churches that find themselves
pastorless.

The Pastor Search Team Manual is made available to
pastor search teams to guide them through the pastor search
process. Included in the manual is a list of responsibilities
for the team, a congregational survey, a job description,
information on financial support, a guide to develop a church
and community profile, a prospective pastor questionnaire,
interview questions, suggestions about how to help a pastor
and much more.

If your church would like to receive a free copy of the
Pastor Search Team Manual, email editor@baptistprogress.
org. Baptist Progress also trains and recommends interim
pastors to churches. For any help this ministry may provide,
reach out today.
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The Lord’s Supper (Mark 14:22-23)

By JORDAN M. TEW

THE LAST SUPPER (14:22-23)

After Jesus predicted Judas’ betrayal, He turned the
disciples’ attention to the cross. After blessing and breaking
the bread, Jesus gave it to His disciples and said, “Take,
eat: this is my body” (14:22). These words are powerful and
point directly to Christ’s sacrifice. The breaking of bread
represented the fact that Jesus’ body would soon be beaten
and nailed to a cross.

Next, Jesus shared a cup with the disciples. After they
all drank from it, Jesus said, “This is my blood of the new
testament, which is shed for many” (14:23-24). The cup
represented the blood that Christ would pour out during the
crucifixion. This cup would have been filled with “the fruit
of the vine,” which refers to juice from a grapevine (14:25).

Just as the bread did not literally become the body of
Christ, the cup did not literally become Christ’s blood. Jesus
used these things to serve as physical reminders of spiritual
truths. Just as baptism serves as a visible symbol of a person’s
death to sin and new life in Christ, the Lord’s Supper serves
as a visible reminder of Christ’s death.

IMPLICATIONS OF THE LORD’S SUPPER (14:24-26)

First, Jesus predicted His death. The breaking of a body
and the pouring out of blood are unmistakable references
to the brutal death He would experience on the cross. Jesus,
being fully God and fully man, would experience a literal and
physical death (14:22-24).

Second, Jesus stated His blood was of the “new testament”
or new covenant (14:24a). While the Passover reminded the
Israelites of God’s grace in sparing their firstborn from death,
the Last Supper reminds us of God’s grace in sparing whoever
believes upon Him for salvation. The salvation story that had
taken root in the Old Testament would be fulfilled as Christ’s
body was broken and His blood shed. All of the covenants,
laws, prophecies, and sacrifices of the old covenant find their
fulfillment in Christ. His death and resurrection initiated a
new covenant.

Third, Jesus identified the people for whom He would die.
He used the key word many when referring to His people
(14:24b). He poured out His blood in order to save many
people from all over the world. While not all people in the
world will be saved, it is not because Christ’s blood is unable

to save them. Christ knew that His sacrifice would bring
salvation to many people. What a victory that was secured on
the cross!

Finally, Jesus anticipated victory. While Mark did not
record the famous phrase, “This do in remembrance of me,”
it was recorded in the related passages of Luke 22:29 and 1
Corinthians 11:24. Christ knew that He would die and rise
again for His people, which would certainly give believers
something to remember and celebrate. Every time the Lord’s
Supper is observed, local churches remember their victorious
Savior.

IMPORTANT NOTES CONCERNING
THE LORD’S SUPPER

The Last Supper served as the institution of the Lord’s
Supper or Communion. This practice or “ordinance” was
to be continued by local churches so that Christ’s sacrifice
would be remembered (Luke 22:19). Observance of the
Lord’s Supper is evident in the New Testament church in
Corinth, as the Apostle Paul said that Jesus gave him the
same instructions concerning the observance of the Lord’s
Supper (1 Corinthians 11:23-25).

The Lord’s Supper serves as a memorial to the sacrificial
death of Jesus. Today, churches must continue to obey
Christ’s command to observe the Lord’s Supper. Believers
should not take this ordinance lightly, nor consider it to be a
man-made tradition. The Lord’s Supper, along with Baptism,
are the two things that Jesus Himself instituted for His
churches. Praise God for providing a way for believers to
remember Christ’s death.

This article is an excerpt from a lesson in the upcoming
fall 2024 BMA Sunday School Quarterly, “The Baptist
Expositor: Mark 11—16 Christ’s Passion and Beyond”

Jordan M. Tew is the executive director of
Baptist Publishing House. Contact him at P.O.
Box 279, Jacksonville, Texas 75766, 800-333-
1442 or baptistpublishing@gmail.com. For more
information, visit www.baptistpublishinghouse.com.
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Phone Free Policies

By JOHN ADAMS, D.MIN.

Moral Action Executive Director

Most parents seem to understand that social media has
some real downsides for their offspring, but they struggle with
what to do about the problem. Those who raise their Christian
children with little to no access to smartphones and social media
report positive results for their grades and their health, but these
families are always going to be static in a world saturated with
electronic devices and software applications.

A more realistic option, and it is one that U.S. Surgeon
General Murthy advocates, is for parents to band together with
other families in their school, sports and social groups to agree
to limits that all will follow. That way, no parent will have to feel
the pressure of children who complain that none of their friends
or classmates have restrictions such as these. If parents who
interact regularly can agree to shared rules and stick with them,
the less friction there will be regarding those rules. It is tough for
Christian youth and their phones.

U.S. Surgeon General V. Murthy believes the dangers
posed by social media to adolescents are so pronounced that
extraordinary measures are needed to protect their developing
brains.

Murthy recommended that social media companies be
required to add warning labels to their platforms, similar to the
warnings that have long been mandated on cigarette boxes and
chewing tobacco tins.

Murthy says the search about the detrimental effect of social
media on the mental health of teens is alarming enough to justify
such a warning. — copied-

The warning labels would be intended to foster greater public
awareness, in the hopes that parents and the teens themselves
would pay attention and adopt some changes in how much time
the young people spend with Facebook, TikTok, etc.

Murthy does not pretend that warning labels by themselves
would be enough to deal with the crisis, just like tobacco product
labels were only part of a larger strategy to reduce smoking.

He continues to advocate for congressional action to “shield
young people from online harassment, abuse and exploitation
and from exposure to extreme violence and sexual content.”

Just as importantly, he says that parents, teachers and others
in society have a major role to play. He wants schools to adopt
phone-free policies. And we want parents to set limits on not
only social media usage but cellphones, too. Children should not
have access to social platforms before they are middle-school
age, and their phone use should not be allowed around bedtime,
meals and other gatherings. The addiction that people, not just
children, have to their smartphones and other electronic devices
can cause sleep deprivation and a lessened ability to interact
with people face-to-face.

“In that day shall this song be sung in the land of Judah.
We have a strong city, salvation will God appoint for walls and
bulwarks. Open ye the gates, that the righteous nation which
keepeth the truth may enter in. Thou wilt keep him in perfect
peace, whose mind is stayed on thee because he trusteth in thee”
(Isaiah 26:1-3).

We Christians must train our youth to be a righteous people.
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Revive Us Again
revival services

By JEANETTE CASTLEBERRY

Rose Hill, Mineola

Rose Hill Baptist Church of Mineola is excited to
announce revival services Sept. 22-25. Services will begin 7
p.m. each evening.

Joe Wayne Reynolds will lead the worship, and each night
will feature a different speaker as follows:

* Sunday, Bro. Cody Mize from Cartwright Baptist Church

in Quitman

* Monday, Bro. Michael Mize from New Hope Baptist in

Mineola

* Tuesday, Bro. Ryan Burchett from Walnut Street Baptist

in Winnsboro

* Wednesday, evangelist Bro. John Tanner

The church is located at 1420 CR 2460 in Mineola, and we
warmly invite everyone to attend.

A nursery will be available each night.

Psalm 85:6 (NKJV) reminds us, “Will you not revive us
again, that your people may rejoice in you?”

GMA Update

By SAM DUMAS
Corresponding Secretary National GMA

The girls’ discipleship retreat sponsored by the National
GMA was held the 11-14th of June. The theme was The
Lion, The Lamb and The Stone Table. The theme verse was
Romans 5:8. There were 170 girls in attendance with two
professions of faith.

The camp pastor was Buddy Johnson. He spoke each
night about a different girl from the Bible. Taffy Johnson
and Audrey Johnson also had great sessions relating to the
theme. Tara Almand spoke on the different queen steps.
She gave each of the girls a character trait, such as the kind
hearted.

The officer team for next year is comprised of 11 girls.
Savannah Steelman, from Rosewood, Gilmer, was selected
as Miss GMA. JuliAnn Bond, from Temple, Laurel,
Mississippi was named Junior Miss GMA.

The theme for next year is Garden in Manhattan. The
theme verse will be Romans 12:1-2. The dates for next
year’s retreat are June 10-13. The project for the next year
is 90 percent Missionary Care, 5 percent GMA Mission
Trip Supplies and 5 percent General Fund.

ey Stnday Buletin Senvice

o order bulletins from Baptist Progress, contact us at
972-923-0756 or visit www.baptistprogress.org.
You may also email editor@baplistprogress.ong

for more information
o
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Sharpen

By TONY CLEAVER, D.Min.

I’'m trying to learn to sharpen things like chisels, plane
blades, knives, gouges and other assorted woodworking tools.
It has not been easy learning. I watch other people sharpen
blades. It seems so easy to put a nice edge on a chisel. When
I try it myself in my shop with my stuff, the edge is less than
sharp.

The “do it yourself gurus” on the cable channels sharpen
anything and everything with no effort at all. All their stuff
comes out perfectly sharp-razor sharp enough to really shave
with-each and every time. In fact, these people can sharpen
scores of blades in a thirty-minute program even with
commercials.

There are many good products on the market that help
me to be a better sharpener of metal blades. There are good
books, videos and even classes to attend to become a better
sharpener. I admit I now own several books with titles like
“how to sharpen in three easy steps” by some smiling guy
whose picture is on the back cover showing no band aids on
his hands.

However, I am learning that sharpening is a process.
Knives don’t simply get sharp all at once by themselves. I
have to really start with a process to go through several
steps in order to come out with a sharp knife. It takes some
effort on my part to evaluate, observe, and keep on applying
effort to get the blade where I want it to be in the sharpening
procedure.

I really think the Christian life is like a sharpening
process for me. I see some people with “spiritual razor sharp
edges.” | compare them to mine, which is dull. My spiritual
life has lost the cutting edge, which I want and God desires
for me. There are some things that will help me sharpen my
spiritual life. Some may seem trite, but the centuries have
proven them effective for a sharp spiritual life.

My prayer life, my alone time with Jesus is a way to
sharpen my spiritual edge. The Rabbis I have known have
talked to me about the “ancients” who became great men of
God because they were alone with God. This process still
works today for my Christian life. My time on my knees and
face with God cannot be duplicated by anything else.

My reading the Scriptures is a way to sharpen my spiritual
life. My applying the Scripture, my letting the Scriptures
permeate me is a proven way to put a sharp edge on my sense
of God. My time in His Word cannot be substituted for with
other act.

My joining in public worship, after private worship, will
sharpen my spiritual life. All of the Old and New Testament
tell me about God’s people being in God’s house and having
His presence permeate His worshipers. History is replete
with great incidents where worshiping people met the Living
God.

O Lord, I see my life is dulled by many things. Help me
to use the simple tools You have given me to sharpen my
spiritual life for Your glory!

Tony Cleaver is the director of distance learning
and a professor of Biblical studies at Baptist
Missionary Association Theological Seminary in
Jacksonville, Texas. He is an author and writer
of the popular newspaper column, Leave It to
Cleaver. He may be contacted at tony.cleaver@bmats.ed.
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BMA Texas Missions cont.

We have been praying and sharing with people. My house
always has people looking for a word or a prayer. We have
advanced in terms of discipleship and we have faced economic
situations. However, God has provided. We had three baptisms.

Prayer Needs:

Please pray for my family, the brothers of the congregation
and my home country, Venezuela.

KYLE CHEATHAM—
GRACE CHURCH JARRELL MISSION
KYLE@GRACEJARRELL.COM

Praise God with us for
the salvation of a woman
coming out of Catholicism and
another woman coming out of
Mormonism. We have invested
in each of these women for
about a year and it has been
wonderful to watch the Father
draw them to faith in Jesus. A KyleCheatham
Also, praise God for the salvation of a young couple that has
been with us for about six weeks. Three of these plan to be
baptized in August.

Prayer Needs:

Pray for us as we partner some of our members with new
believers. This will help these new believers grow and help our
members take some steps into disciple-making.

JOSE TORRES—
TYLER HISPANIC MISSION
JOSETORRES@GMAIL.COM

Personally, I would like to
see more numerical growth, but
I see how God is manifesting
Himself by creating a good
atmosphere of fellowship
among those of us who are
part of the mission. Little by
little, I see how the church's
vision of being what we need A JoseTorres
to be is being grasped and see how God adds to our group.
People invite friends to their homes so that my spouse and I
can minister to them. In the month of July, we were invited by
Jovita and Joseph into their home so that we could meet with
a family we ministered months ago. The family wanted to see
us and we were able to hear how the Lord has helped them in
the midst of tragedy, as a loved one was murdered. The whole
family thought they were atheists but little by little they are
realizing that they do believe in God. Now we pray that they
will soon receive the Lord Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior of
their lives.

We also see more and more how, despite not having a
musical group, which I think would be excellent to have, we
manage to have a worship service that glorifies the Lord. We
celebrate the Lord's Supper every first Sunday of the month and
that has been a wonderful thing. Now that the Sunday service is
emphasized a little more we can grow more in the Lord.

Prayer Needs:

Pray that the Lord will help us form a music ministry in our
church.

PETER OYENIRAN—
PLANTING IN MISSION BEND
PETEROYENIRAN11@GMAIL.COM

We give God the glory
for helping us build a strong
relationship with our team
members. Some were weary
due to life challenges but were
restored by His grace.

However, we are challenged
in getting members to join in -
evangelism due to their job A Peter Oyeniran
schedules.

TIM ALBA—

THE BRIDGE

MISSION IN SEAGOVILLE
TIMALBA1986@GMAIL.COM

We had multiple salvations |
in the past month. We have
had multiple people engaged
in ministries as well. It has
been exciting to see how God
has used us this summer. We
have our people engaged and
serving in areas as we continue
to push our members to get
involved as much as possible. We have also seen whole families
get saved this summer and our evangelism was fruitful through
the month of July. The only problem we have is that we need a
building. We run 30 to 40 on Sundays during our slow months
and 50-60 when we are busy.

I get the same question by members and visitors, when will
we have a building? Truthfully, I have no idea. With people
not giving as much as they should and with the economy, I
am not sure. This plant has much fruit and would explode into
something bigger if we had the facilities.

Prayer Needs:

Please pray that God opens doors for a building.

A Timothy Alba

CHRIS DRIVER—
WEST TEXAS MULTIPLICATION NETWORK/
TEXAS MISSIONARY CARE
CJDRIVER316@GMAIL.COM

Howdy from west Texas! 1
cannot believe it, but summer
is almost over (calendar season
not the heat!! lol). It has truly
been an absolutely amazing
summer of seeing God work,
move and do things I could
not have possibly imagined.
Our people continue to grow
in their faith and God continues to bring new faces and new
opportunities to minister and serve. We are especially excited
about the new relationships we have developed with college
students this summer that I am praying will finally open the
doors to the college ministry I have prayed for and dreamt
about. Please join us in prayer for the college ministry this
fall. As always, thank you so much for all you do for us as
missionaries and for the opportunity to serve our great and
mighty God here in west Texas. It is such an honor to be part
of the BMA of Texas Missions team and one of your BMA of
Texas missionaries.

Prayer Needs:

1. Pray for an SPC college ministry this fall.

2. Pray that the Lord will provide us with a church van.

A Chris Driver

3. Prayer for a new work to develop in Sundown.

4.Pray for my wife, Jamie, as she has begun a new job in
Sundown.

5. Pray that God will open doors for the gospel.

BRAD HOLCOMB—
REDEMPTION HILL FT. WORTH
BRAD@REDEMPTIONHILLFW.ORG

Reiterate VBS! It really
energized our church regarding
missions. Over 65 kids
and several non-Christian
neighbors are getting plugged
into the church.

Prayer Needs:

Please pray that the Preach —
Christ conference we are ‘A BradHolcomb
hosting is helpful for those who attend and in turn helpful for
congregations who sit under our preaching.

KEVIN WILLIAMS—
PORT ARTHUR MISSION
MR.WILLIAMSP121@GMAIL.COM

We have only been in Port
Arthur for about a month and
God has already allowed us
to get to know a family here
who we have been able to get
to know and minister to in
a time of great need. Isabel
and Salvador have three boys,
the youngest of them only a
month old. Baby Rodrigo was born with Trisomy which is
a genetic disorder that has caused some serious issues in his
development. Soon after his birth, Rodrigo's parents were given
the terrible news that the prognosis was that their little baby
boy would probably not live longer than a year. On top of this
unimaginable situation that they are facing, they are also in the
midst of financial struggles that came from them having to be
away from work while they were in the hospital with their son.

We have been able to minister to their needs and build a
relationship with this sweet family. In fact, due to the generosity
of a BMA church that supports us, we were able to cover their
rent and get them caught up. While we do not know what lies
ahead for them and little Rodrigo, God's grace and favor have
been evident in this little one's life already.

Last week, the hospice team made the decision to take him
off his breathing machine feeling that he was ready to pass.
However, God sustained him and he is still here! Our prayer
is that God would show His immeasurable power in Rodrigo's
life and that He would move in this family in a miraculous way.
Would you join us in praying for this family and specifically
for little Rodrigo?

Prayer Needs:

Please pray that God would keep us humble and sensitive
to His leading.

A Kevin Williams

Heith Mitchell is the director of BMA of Texas Missions.
Contact him at PO. Box 73, Waxahachie, Texas 75168,
972-923-0757 or hmitchell@bmatexas.org. For more

information, Visit www.bmatexasmissions.org.
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Ladies Retreat held in Conroe

By SARAH LOW

The recent Ladies Retreat hosted by Northside, Conroe,
was a fun event for the 130 plus women who attended. There
was a large group of Spanish-speaking sisters who attended
their first ladies retreat. Yalanda Merrell, from Lifeword was
the main speaker for the weekend. Several ladies led the
group in worship through song.

Friday night, ladies were challenged to join in a game of
Bible Jeopardy and many of the ladies enjoyed a painting
class. A Pound in a Purse silent auction was held to help raise
money for the WMA project, Jacksonville College. Ladies
enjoyed raising their bids, as they kept their eyes on that just-
perfect purse.

Ladies also brought school supplies for TBHC. Needless
to say, one car wasn’t big enough to transport all the supplies
back to Waxahachie.

Several breakout sessions were offered in English and
Spanish. Ladies were inspired, challenged and reminded of
our responsibility to share God’s love to others in many ways.
As the T-shirts reminded us, Broken Crayons Still Color. God
loves broken crayons and wants us to love broken crayons.

Northside, Conroe did a great job hosting the event. From
the crayon decorations to the wonderful meal, their hospitality
was enjoyed. Thanks to all who helped with preparations,
presented, sang and attended. It was a great weekend.

Over $2,000 was raised for our project, repairs at
Jacksonville College.

PROJECT NOMINATIONS

Urgent! Time is running out!

Ladies, it is that time of year again where you have the
opportunity to nominate your favorite BMA ministry for our
Texas WMA state project. Please include in your nomination,
the type of ministry it is, what they need help with and the
approximate cost of the project, if known.

Remember projects must be a work of the BMA. The
information you provide will help the selection committee
pick the Texas WMA State project for the upcoming year. Our
current project is to raise money for Jacksonville College.

Please send your nominations to Kerri Heuermann at
paulheuermann@yahoo.com no later than Sept. 15.

FROM YOUR PROJECT PROMOTER, VONDA GRUN

JBC Buckner Chapel needs a new air conditioning and
roof: Our goal is $25,000.

Fundraising idea: Did you know mini M&M tubes hold
$10 in quarters?

Challenge: Fill one M&M tube a month and donate $120
a year; Bonus — you get to eat the M&Ms!

Send funds to Texas WMA, 413 Junell, Sulphur Springs,
TX 75482

IMPORTANT DATES
September 15: Deadline for nominations for state project.
Find submission forms on the Texas WMA website.
November 18-19: BMA of Texas Annual Meeting,
Jacksonville, Texas. WMA will be meeting at FBC
Jacksonville.

FOR MORE INFORMATION

Visit our website at TexasWMA.com or follow us on
Facebook: Texas WMA.

Scan the QR code to link directly to the website to access
forms or for more information.

Texas WMA has a new e-mail address: txwmainfo@
gmail.com

SUPPORT OUR PROJECTS
State WMA: Jacksonville College chapel — new air

conditioning and roof. Goal $25,000.
State GMA: Repair of Daniel Springs tabernacles.
State Sunbeams: Larry and Tammy Wood. Goal $2,024.

Sarah Low is the Texas Women’s Missionary
Auxiliary (WMA) editor. Contact her at
sarahbethlow@gmail.com. For more information

about the Texas WMA, visit www.texaswma.com.

Project Update:
Almost Halfway to our Goal

Project: Jacksonville College Buckner
Chapel Rencvations

Raised: 512,226
To reach our goal: 512,774

Project Deadline
Postmarked by Sept 30, 2024

Has Jacksonville College Impacted You?

Consider giving if;

* You attended JC $50

* Your children attended JC 525

* You attended a JC choir concert or basketball game 510
* You hosted JC choir members in your home 510

* You traveled on the JC bus $10

® You married someons you met at IC 550

Send donations to: Texas WA, 413 Junell, Sulphur Springs, TX 75482
Donations must be postmarked by September 30, 2024
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GBVEIITS

RE:CHARGE (CONFERENCE FOR PASTORS AND CHURCH STAFF)
DATE: October 1-3, 2024
PLACE: Calvary Baptist Church, Fayetteville, Arkansas

CELEBRATION (CONFERENCE FOR ADULTS)
DATE: November 12-14, 2024
PLACE: Chateau on the Lake, Branson, Missouri

BMA OF TEXAS ANNUAL MEETING
DATE: November 18-19, 2024
PLACE: Jacksonville, Texas

personnel
Lpositions

PASTOR—Mt. Olive Baptist Church of Scurry is seeking a bivocational
pastor. For information call 972-935-2428 or email rebecca.
upchuch59@gmail.com.

PASTOR—Calvary, Arlington is seeking a bivocational pastor. Email
resume to psc@calvarybaptistarlington.org. o4

YOUTH/STUDENT MINISTER—Antioch, Gilmer is seeking a
bivocational youth/student minister. Send resume to Pastor Michael
Pool, 7391 Giraffe Road, Gilmer, Texas 75644, abcgilmer@gmail.com,
or call 903-315-6822. 12124

PASTOR—Calvary, Fairfield is seeking a full time pastor. Email resume
to mullenmarvin@yahoo.com or mail to 191 PR 515, Fairfield, Texas
75840. For more information contact Marvin Mullen at 903-644-5828.

8/24

PASTOR—OId Bethel, Canton is seeking a bivocational pastor. Email
resumes to OBBCResume@proton.me. 1en

COLLEGE PRESIDENT—The board of trustees of Southeastern Baptist
College, located in Laurel, Mississippi, has organized a presidential
search committee. Persons interested are asked to contact Glen
Pace, chairman of the board, at 601-520-5376 or mrpmg@yahoo.com.

YOUTH/MUSIC MINISTRY LEADER-First, Palmer is seeking a
person to lead their youth and music ministries. If interested, email
Pastor Gary Southard at pastor@fbcpalmer.org.

PASTOR—Bethel, Clayton is seeking a pastor. Send resume to Joe
Ogden, 563 CR183, Carthage, Texas 75633 or call 903-692-0000. A

parsonage is available for the pastor. The church is located at 160
CR1521, Clayton. Jerry Phillips is currently serving as interim pastor.

Dastorg tar
GhdlNdes

LANDON JONES is the new youth minister at First, Rice.

Local association meetings 2024

ASSOCIATION DATE

Dallas County

Monday, Sept 9
Harris County Spanish Saturday, Sept. 14
North Texas Spanish Saturday, Sept. 14
North Central Texas Thursday, Sept. 19
Tarrant County Saturday, Sept. 21
Tryon Sunday, Sept. 29
East Texas Spanish Saturday, Oct. 5
Gulf Coast Sunday, Oct. 6
Trinity River Sunday, Oct. 6
Original Bethlehem Saturday, Oct. 5
Mount Olive Saturday, Oct. 5

Landmark Montague Sunday, Oct. 13

Liberty Sunday, Oct. 13
Van Zandt Sunday, Oct. 13
Cherokee Monday, Oct. 14

Wood County Tuesday, Oct. 15

Central West Texas Saturday, Oct. 12

Harmony Saturday, Oct. 12
Plains Saturday, Oct. 12
Angelina Thurday, Oct. 17

Houston-Anderson Sunday, Oct. 20

Central Texas Saturday, Oct. 19
Navasota River Saturday, Oct. 19
Polk County Sunday, Oct. 20
Landmark Nacogdoches  Thursday, Oct. 24

Smith County Monday, Oct. 28

TIME

6:30 p.m.

9:00 a.m.

10:00 a.m.

11:30 a.m.

9:30 a.m.

5:00 p.m.

10:00 a.m.

3:00 p.m.

Meal at 5 p.m.; Meeting at 6 p.m.

9:00 a.m.

9:30 a.m.

2:00 p.m.

3:00p.m.

4:00 p.m.

Meal at 6 p.m.; Meeting at 7 p.m.

7:00 p.m.

10:00 a.m.

12:00 p.m.

9:00 a.m.

7:00 p.m.

3:00 p.m.

9:00 a.m.

10:00 a.m.

3:00 p.m.

7:00 p.m.

Meal at 6 p.m.; Meeting at 7 p.m.

LOCATION
Friendship, Mesquite

Iglesia Bautista Caminando con Jesus
(Walking with Christ), Humble

Pathway, Waxahachie

Pathway, Waxahachie

New Beginnings, Mansfield

New Bethlehem, Cut and Shoot

Iglesia Bautista Nueva Esperanza (New Hope),
Overton

Circle Drive, Bridge City

Calvary, Centerville

Brookland, Brookland

Mt. Olive, Timpson

Union Hill, Bowie

Go Forth, Kilgore

Old Bethel, Canton

First, New Summerfield

Rose Hill, Mineola

Pecan, Robert Lee

Union, Springtown

Lakeridge,Lubbock

Harmony Odell, Huntington

First, Slocum

Eighth Avenue, Teague

Sand Prairie, Normangee

Magnolia Hill, Livingston

Landmark, Cushing

East Foothills, Lindale
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Preach Christ Conference 2024

By BRAD HOLCOMB
Pastor of Redemption Hill Church, Fort Worth

“Never was man blamed in heaven for preaching Christ too much.”- Charles Spurgeon

These words from 19th century British preacher Charles Haddon Spurgeon ring just as true
today as they did then... our world and our own hearts cry out in desperation for the sweet
balm that is the Person and Work of Jesus Christ. We do not need a process, system or list of
rules... we need the Living Savior, Jesus.

We warmly welcome you to join us on Saturday, Sept. 14 for the Preach Christ Conference.
This is a one-day conference, led by local church pastors and open to all men who either
currently serve in pastoral ministry, those who aspire toward pastoral ministry or those simply
interested and passionate about teaching and preaching Christ through scripture.

Sessions for the day include:

* The Aim of Preaching: The Glory of Christ.

» The Content of Preaching: The Cross of Christ.

* The Process of Preaching: Developing a Christ-Centered Sermon.

* The Heart of the Preacher: Cultivating Affections for Christ.

Our aim behind the conference is three-fold:

1. Give men an opportunity to connect with one another through new friendships.

2. Help provide encouragement to discouraged or weary leaders through Christ-centered

preaching.

3. Further equip men in fulfilling the high calling of preaching Christ through His Word

for the good of others and glory of God.

Attendees will receive a free book, as well as complimentary coffee and donuts in the
morning. Lunch options for the midday break are accessible in close proximity to the church
building.

Date: Saturday, September 14th.

Time: 8 a.m.-4 p.m. (Lunch break included)

Location: 6301 Granbury Road, Fort Worth (Redemption Hill Church)

Cost: Free.

Preach
Christ

A one day seminar on the
heart of preaching

This is a free event, led by local church pastors, intended to
further equip all men interested in the wonderful task of
preaching God's Word.
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Kaynenn Parker Jim Ezsian Ryan Keeney Brad Holcomb

Fillar Church Paradox Church Grace Church 5W Redemption Hill Church

09.14.24 | 8 AM -4 PM | 6301 GRANBURY RD

REGISTER AT: REDEMPTIONHILLFW.ORG/PREACH
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Get a FREE EMAIL subscription |
with your paid mail subscription

Don’t miss any more news from Baptist Progress!

If you subscribe by mail, you have no idea how much
news you are missing from your informing and
equipping ministry, Baptist Progress.

m——

______ e o ClRaRaie Because we care that you get all the news, we are
e thﬁﬂﬂ now offering a free email subscription with every
S pedn Faried mail subscription to Baptist Progress.

In addition to the e-News Update, on the weeks

a newspaper is not published, you will receive
late-breaking news from BMA departments, i
conference and workshop information, '
death announcements and more via email

with this free subscription.

To take advantage of this opportunity

to add a free email subscription to
your mail subscription, contact Lisa

Maynard at lisa@bmatexas.org or
call 972-923-0756 today.

There is no reason to ever
miss any BMA news again.
Contact her today!
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