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DAY OF SHARING

Nine Days in Romania: A Great Commission 
Adventure through Volunteer Student Missions

Nine days. Nine days is all it took for nine people who 
started out as strangers to become a team. Nine days is all 
it took for a group of believers 6,000 miles from my home 
to become my family. Nine days is all it took for a nation 
on the other side of the world to capture my heart forever. 
Nine days is all it took for the Lord to make His Great 
Commission come alive in a way that I could never have 
imagined. Nine days.

From the moment my family and I stepped into the 
Lubbock airport headed to Oradea, Romania, we knew we 
were on a special journey. There was a sense of excitement 
and adventure, along with a whole lot of uncertainty. We 
were traveling across the planet to a place we had never 
been, to a country we had never really envisioned going. 

But to get to where God wanted us to be, we were 
going to have to leave where we have always been and go 
to where God was leading us. We had to step away from 
our home, from our cars, our comfort zone…and from our 
air conditioners! From hot, stuffy and crowded airports, 
to hot and stuffy van rides that tested our faith with every 
speedy turn and fighter pilot-like maneuver, to flavorful 
and colorful meals and the most amazing desserts, to 
beautiful cities and breathtaking country sides and tiny 
villages that seemed like scenes from an old movie, to a 
language that had familiar tones and yet was something 
new and seemingly impossible to speak, to a people so 
loving and open and caring you cannot help but want to 
stay forever, there was little doubt we were no longer in 
our American bubble.  

We did an English camp every morning for four 
days to build relationships with more than 70 kids and 
their parents who came to visit Agape Church, many for 
the very first time. We traveled to villages to work with 
gypsy children through a one-day Vacation Bible School 
we developed complete with the story of Zacchaeus 
acted out, crafts, games and candy. We swam and played 
volleyball and arm-wrested (yes…ARM WRESTLED!) 
and built relationships with Romanian teenagers at a 
youth barbecue where our team leader, Bryson Haden, 
shared God’s Word and we saw God bring three of those 
teenagers to saving faith in Jesus Christ. We loved and 
served our missionaries, pastors and their families through 
prayer and laughter and tears and conversations and 
stories and shared experiences. And somewhere amidst 
all the serving, teaching, praying, conversations, crafts, 

By CHRIS DRIVER
Baptist Progress Correspondent

NINE DAYS IN ROMANIA continued on p. 3
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By JERRY FULTON
Thanks to all the churches and individuals who gave to the 2023 Baptist Progress Anniversary Offering campaign. Your acknowledgment 

of the value of the informing and equipping ministry of the BMA of Texas is incredibly affirming and appreciated.

Thank you for contributing to our 
Anniversary Offering

Blackjack, Troup	 111.00
Calvary, Fairfield	 500.00
Calvary, Trinidad	 111.00
Camille Acres, Longview	 111.00
Central, Aspermont	 111.00
China Grove, Eustace	 111.00
Ebenezer, Huntville 	 111.00
Ebenezer, Pittsburg	 111.00
Enon, Gilmer	 111.00
Fairmont, Silverton	 111.00
First, Blooming Grove	 111.00
First, Cleburne	 111.00
First, Crandall	 111.00
First, Desoto	 111.00
First, Mcadoo	 111.00
First, Omen-Arp	 111.00
First, Palmer	 111.00

First, Rice	 111.00
Forest Hill, Quitman	 111.00
Friendship, Mesquite	 111.00
Grace, Salado	 222.00
Harmony Odell, Hunnington	 111.00
Holly Grove, Livingston	 222.00
Latch, Gilmer	 150.00
Leggett, Leggett	 150.00
Liberty, Henderson-Carthage	 300.00
Little Mound, Gilmer	 111.00
Macune, San Augustine	 111.00
New Beginnings, Ferris	 111.00
New Hope, Mineola	 111.00
New Hope, New Waverly	 111.00
New Hope, Streetman	 111.00
Oak Hill, Gilmer	 111.00

Old Bethel, Canton	 222.00
Pathway, Waxahachie	 500.00
Pecan, Robert Lee	 111.00
Pilgrims Rest, Emory	 111.00
Red Springs Missionary, Tyler	 100.00
Rosewood, Gilmer	 222.00
Round Prairie, Fairfield	 225.00
Sheppard Drive, Euless	 111.00
South Park, Ft Worth	 111.00
Suburban Wood, Humble	 111.00
Sunset Ave, Littlefield	 111.00
Union Hill, Brownsboro	 111.00
Weeks Chapel, Jasper	 1,111.00
Delores Adams	 111.00
Jerry and Cassie Fulton	 111.00
Teel Witt	 111.00
	
Total	 8,111.00



August 2023 | 3

games and laughter (and arm wrestling), the Great Commission 
came alive, fresh and new.

Nine days! 
But those nine days did not just happen by accident. They 

happened as part of a Volunteer Student Missions trip. Volunteer 
Student Missions (VSM) is a ministry of BMA Global Missions 
and is headed by Angela Rice. The purpose of VSM is to give 
students (and adult sponsors) a chance to experience missional 
ministry firsthand in places outside of their normal comfort zones 
and experiences. The VSM sends teams each year to help our 
BMA missionaries both in the states and across the globe. Our 
team traveled to the other side of the world to Oradea, Romania, 
where we engaged the ministry of BMA missionary Bryan 
Risner and Romanian pastors Daniel Bagosi and Adi Toma.

The simple truth is, I have done a lot of things over a course 
of nine days in my life, but I cannot remember any of them 
impacting me and my family the way the nine days we spent 
in Romania have. For nine days, my wife, my son and I served 
alongside six other followers of Jesus in a strange land where 
we were strangers to the culture and strangers to the language. 
And yet, each one of us echo the parting sentiments of Bryson 
Haden as he preached to the Romanian teenagers, “We came as 
strangers, but we’re leaving as family.”

What if you and your family and your youth group put your 
“yes” on the table and let God bring His Great Commission alive 
in your hearts and lives through a VSM trip? What if you gave 
God nine days next summer?  

Go to www.bmamissions.org. Click the Ministries tab and 
scroll down to the Volunteer Student Missions link to take a 
look at the 2024 summer trips. Who knows? Nine days that will 
change your life just might be waiting!

Nine Days in Romania cont.

The Master's Builders are a group of wonderful workers who 
came to Jacksonville College to build dorm rooms, do repairs 
around the campus and add an office to the indoor golf facility. 
From June 5-15, these builders worked extremely hard to create 
the best spaces for our students to live. Each of the dorm rooms 
had walls installed to convert large rooms into individual dorm 
areas, and every room also came with newly built wardrobes. These 
facilities will serve Jacksonville College students for many years to 
come. 

In the mornings, the workers met up for a devotion to worship 
together and join in fellowship with one another before getting to 
work. During the building process, every wall had scripture written 
on it as a prayer over the room and the students who will occupy it. 

In the end, the group created 20 dorm rooms for students to 
move into for the fall semester. The students who live in these 
renovated dorms will be blessed to live in a facility that had so much 
thought and care poured into its creation. The Master's Builders 
have shown their dedication to their work and their commitment 
to serving others. They take great pride in their craftsmanship and 
they are passionate about creating spaces that are both functional 
and beautiful.

Ashley Mason, director of residential services, stated, "When 

we started brainstorming ideas to fully convert the C.R. Meadows 
Building to student housing, it was important to us to honor the 
legacy of the name and to ensure the comfort of the students. The 
process of seeing those first sketches become professional sketches 
and finally become a reality has been an unforgettable experience. It 
is an honor to have a team of volunteers in The Master’s Builders, 
all willing to use their time and talents to further the ministry we 
have in student housing and at Jacksonville College in general. I am 
excited to welcome our students for Fall 2023 and for the future of 
Jacksonville College."

By JORDYN HERRING
Jacksonville College

▲ A verse inscribed on the wall 
by The Master’s Builders

▲ The Master’s Builders erecting a 
wall to create individual dorm rooms

Master’s builders build dorm rooms

The summer is coming to a close here at Jacksonville College. 
Students are already on campus and more will be arriving in 
the coming days. They are moving in to some refurbished and 
remodeled dorm facilities thanks to the hard work that’s happened 
over the last few months.

The Jacksonville College Alumni Association raised significant 
funds to make these projects happen. They funded a fence that 
greatly improves the security for one of the girls’ dorms. They also 
raised the money to provide the building supplies for The Master’s 
Builders to remodel one of the boys’ dorms. After the carpentry 
work was done, the Alumni Association came to paint and provide 
the finishing touches for the remodel. The support of our alumni 
made a big difference this year.

Meanwhile Golf Coach Daniel Leatherman raised funds from 
alumni and local community leaders to provide a state-of-the-art 
indoor practice facility for the team. It has now been completed 
and in these days of endless triple digit heat our athletes are glad 
to have it.

This summer Jacksonville College also partnered with 
Cornerstone Jacksonville. The church came and repainted one of 
the dorms that needed a little sprucing up. Meanwhile the college 
was able to host the church’s weeklong Rock the Block event that 
reached kids in our community with the Gospel of Jesus Christ.

We are so thankful for the support of our alumni, community, 
and churches. Your investment in education at Jacksonville 
College is making a difference in the kingdom.

Stepping up for our students
By DAVID ERICKSON
Jacksonville College President

▲ Randy Decker, president of the Jacksonville College Alumni Association, 
working alongside the Master’s Builders to remodel dorm facilities

Jacksonville College was excited to attend the recent 
SOAR Conference at the Gaylord Texan in Grapevine. 
We were able to worship with over 1500 studentsa, 
connect with supporters and alumni, and make lots 
of  new friends! Our recruitment team passed out 
information about school admissions and our degree 
pathways along with fun Jacksonville College swag to 
hundreds of attendees. The sunglasses and frisbees were 
a big hit with students! Sharing our love of Jacksonville 

College with a new generation of students is a highlight 
of our year.

Jacksonville College is also always proud to award our 
annual SOAR scholarship to a high school senior. This is 
one of our largest scholarships available, which fully 
covers tuition costs for four terms. This year's recipient 
was Mizael Antonio from Cornerstone Baptist Church in 
Jacksonville, Texas. We look forward to Mizael joining 
us on campus in Fall 2024!

▲ Dean of Enrollment Michelle Kearney with scholarship recipient Mizael 
Antonio

JC at SOAR
By MICHELLE KEARNEY
Jacksonville College Dean of Enrollment
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By JASON CURRY

Jason Curry is the president of the Texas Baptist 
Home for Children. Contact him at 629 Farley St, 
Waxahachie, Texas 75165, 972-937-1321 or jcurry@
tbhc.org. For more information, visit www.tbhc.org.

A chance for hope
Dear BMA Of Texas,

This summer, we have had several exciting things going. I had 
the privilege to travel to Moldova with TBHC Compassionate Hope 
and see exciting work that is happening in that country. Pray for the 
children in care in orphanages and transition homes. Pray that each 
one is being given hope for the future by the investment of adults 
who care about them.

While we were there, we observed Vacation Bible Schools/
Camps. Each church making investments in kids’ lives is exciting to 
see in action as we build this ministry into the future. I’m excited for 
God to bring new relationships in new locations to care for kids by 
the people who live there. 

In Texas we have postponed efforts to open a Northeast Texas 
office, due to a lack of church response. This does not mean we 
are closing the door, but that we are taking time to consider other 
locations that have been more enthusiastic about an office in their 
neck of the woods. 

Our ongoing ministry in Odessa is building momentum. We 
have children in care placed with capable parents and are excited 
about what the future holds. It continues to be a growing need for 
kids and people stepping up to care for them. 

Our efforts in Waxahachie and Bedford are very focused 
currently on recruitment of families to care for kids that need us 
the most. We need your continued investment to care for these kids 
coming from broken backgrounds that need Christ.

“And I was afraid, and went and hid your talent in the ground. 
Look, there you have what is yours” (Matthew 25:25).

My prayer is that I will not be like the fearful servant in the story 
of the talents: taking what is God’s that He has given me and bury 
it in the ground. Make certain you invest in the kingdom, invest in 
what God has given you: resources to make a difference.

Pray for us, and for all the churches that are local to our office, 
kids need families more than ever and our families come from 
church!

Thanks for giving kids a chance for hope.

An expression of everlasting love
Many of our friends choose to honor or remember a 
family member, a friend, or an associate with a gift for 
the children of the Baptist Home. Texas Baptist Home for 
Children, in turn, notifies the appropriate person. Listed 
in capital letters are those honored or remembered from 
July 1st, 2023, to July 31st, 2023.

ENDOWMENTS
E. ANN PACE: Martha & Karl Pace 

MYRA STOKES: Bill Stokes

HONORARIUMS
LARRY & ROLANDA BARTON'S 50TH WEDDING 
ANNIVERSARY: Charles & Charlotte Johnson

FRED & CAROLYN MORROW: Jerry & Alice Null

RANDI CLARK: Ali Love 

SHELBY O'CONNOR VBS PROGRAM COORDINATOR: 
Rosewood Baptist Church

MEMORIALS
BUDDY & LULU HAZELL: Cheryl Briscoe

CHARLES MITCHELL: Gay Mitchell 

DARRELL GUNN: Charles & Charlotte Johnson

DORIS TUEL: Jed & Glenice Whitaker

DOROTHY BUNN HOLEMAN: Charles & Charlotte 
Johnson

DOROTHY SEXTON: Thomas Jeter

EDDIE BYRD: Darinda Medcalf

HANK WILBURN: Jed & Glenice Whitaker

JARED MADDOX: Charles & Charlotte Johnson

JERRY SMITH: Charles & Charlotte Johnson

JOHN WOLCOTT: Gay Mitchell

KAY WOLCOTT: Gay Mitchell

LEE HEDGES: Tillie Lilly, Jay Lilly and Family 

LOIS MARIE KIMBRELL: Jed & Glenice Whitaker

LOVITA OUIMET: James Ouimet

MARY ROSE CAMPBELL: Jed & Glenice Whitaker

MAVIS EUBANKS: Temple Baptist Church, Mexia 

MIKE TAYLOR: Jed & Glenice Whitaker

NINA WILSON: Johnny & Patricia Wilson

PHILIP IVY: Carolyn Fisher

RODNEY HENSON: Charles & Charlotte Johnson

WRENLEY JO YANDLE: Jed & Glenice Whitaker
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By HEITH MITCHELL

A word from your Missions Office

BMA TX MISSIONS continued on p. 10

Two of our BMA of Texas missionaries came out of 
the Nigeria Baptist Convention, which is a large Baptist 
Denomination in Nigeria.  They began with the Southern 
Baptist Convention but are independent and have 12,000 
churches. They have an annual fellowship of pastors in the 
United States and Canada who have come from their group.

This year, New Harmony, Tyler hosted their fellowship 
conference and I had the pleasure of speaking and 
fellowshipping with them. We treated them to some Texas 
barbecue.

I am thankful for their investment in bringing the gospel to 
Texas among Nigerian immigrants.

A word from your missionaries
RUDY VILLAREAL—
HOMETOWN CHURCH MISSION IN HELOTES  
RVILLARREAL1@GMAIL.COM

We have a website and a 
new logo. Please pray that 
the Lord continues to work in 
the hearts and minds of those 
in this community. There are 
many people deceived by 
other teachers tickling their 
itching ears. Many churches 
a round  us  a re  t each ing 
another gospel, whether it is a name-it-claim-it, cheap grace 
or legalism. We have built partnerships with other Baptist 
churches here that preach the gospel and pray that people 
believe in Jesus for salvation alone.

Prayer Needs:

Please pray for boldness and open doors to share the 
gospel with all of San Antonio!

BRAD CAULEY– CEDAR PARK MISSION
BWCAULEY@GMAIL.COM

We felt the Lord give us 
a name for His church we 
are planting—Redemption’s 
Table. As a house church 
network, the table is a special 
place, both for family meals 
of belonging, but for deep 
conversations in the living 
room where we meet as a 
family. As the early church was taking their meals together 
gladly and daily, this had a rich meaning for us as a family 
of Christ-followers to remember that our mission flows from 
our belonging. Even in creation God made us first in His 
image to embody His character and nature as well as enjoy 
the deepest intimacy of our lives with Him, our Creator, 
and second to rule. Our actions flow from our identity, our 
purpose from our belonging. In Christ we are the household 
of God being built together as a spiritual dwelling of God, so 
the “table” part came quickly.

It was the first word that eluded us for a while... “King’s 
table?” “Christ’s table?” “Shepherd’s table?” Finally, we 
were worshiping with a friend’s house church network and 
the other word that has been so rich in our experience with 
Christ came through. For all of us who have been redeemed, 
His name as Redeemer sings of His transforming work in us, 
taking us from worthless to priceless by His redeeming work 
on the Christ, the forgiveness of our sins. The filth and guilt 
paid in full gives us a freedom to follow Him as He restores 
the image of God in us again and allows us to join Him as 
He does the work in the lives of others. So, during worship, 
after having hands laid on us as we were prayed over the two 
names, we chose Redemption's Table.

When the prodigal son finally woke up, came to himself, 
realized the depths of his own stupidity in choosing life 
outside of his dad’s house, the emptiness of the world and its 
false promises, he purposed to get as close to his father as he 
possibly could. He knew he could never have sonship again; 
he had blown that, wasted and defiled the sacred gift, he 
was no longer worthy of that honor. He knew he would only 
plead to clean the toilets of dad’s servants, and even then, 
he knew it would be great mercy if his father let him back 
on the property. But as his father ran to him and covered his 
head with kisses, as he told his father about his unworthiness 
and tried to plead for a servant’s position, his father did not 
even let him finish. A robe, a ring, sandals. That day, that very 
same day, the son was brought to his father’s table as his son, 
feasting in his father’s joy and abundance and love. That is 
our story. 

Undeserving, with no right to expect this underserved 
privilege, our Father’s salvation purchased for us by our 
older brother’s blood, has made a place for us, not just in His 

kingdom, not just saved from hell, it has made a place for us 
at the table in the Father’s house as His sons and daughters. 
“Indeed, our fellowship is with the Father and with His Son, 
Christ Jesus.” Everything we are and everything we do as 
Christ’s people flows from this one central reality—we are 
His because He saved us. That is why we serve, that is why 
we preach, share Jesus, labor in His fields for harvest, and 
battle the enemy at every point as we follow Christ in seeking 
and saving the lost and raising His people to maturity all for 
His glory and His renown. Thank you, Father, for the wonder 
of a seat at redemption’s table with our name on it.

Prayer Needs:
Thank you for your prayers and support!
Please ask the Lord to clarify which house and 

neighborhood for our move in the next 9 months. Please pray 
for provision to make the move as He directs.

We are seeking key leaders as shepherds. Please pray the 
Lord directs us in this process.

We seek God’s blessing on our witness of Him in the 
Cedar Park area, including connections with city leaders both 
civil and social.

ROBERT LEE—
HARMONY BAPTIST CHURCH IN 
NORMANGEE REPLANT 
BRO.ROBERT.F.LEE@GMAIL.COM

We  h a v e  m a d e  s o m e 
big changes this month at 
Harmony. As part of our 
plan going forward, we have 
worked toward creating a 
more welcoming environment 
for new visitors. The same 
Sunday we began these 
changes, we also celebrated a 
baptism! Isn’t God good!

Prayer Needs:
Pray for upcoming ministry opportunities we are working 

to develop right now.

FIDEL TORRES—
CRISTO VIVE MISSION IN DENTON  
FIDTOL@MSN.COM

In chapter 34 of the Book 
of Ezekiel, God rebukes the 
leaders of Israel, whom He 
compares to shepherds of 
sheep, for not doing what 
God expected of them. In 
his rebuke, Ezekiel, through 
the Holy Spirit, specifies to 
these evil leaders what God 
expected of them. Ten things that every leader—shepherd 
of sheep—should do is go, search, find, gather, rescue, feed, 
bring back, bandage, strengthen and do justice.

▲ Rudy Villareal

▲ Brad Cauley

▲ Robert Lee

▲ Fidel Torres
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Operation Border Health Preparedness (OBHP) took 
place along the southern border of the United States 
July 23-29, 2023. OBHP is an annual humanitarian 
mission offering a variety of medical services to the 
public in six different border towns. The goal is to 
prepare citizens for hurricane season. As the season 
ramps up, the risk increases for displacement which 
escalates the potential for disease to spread. OBHP 
functions to prevent that spread.

Chaplain (1LT-TXSG) Ryan Burchett recently served 
the OBHP mission at Rio Grande City and Hidalgo, 
both in Texas. Tasks included patrolling the extremely 
long lines of people waiting for services, providing 
spiritual and mental/emotional counsel as needed, and 
offering a presence in uniform to deter any criminal 
activity. Being a joint operation, Chaplain Burchett, 
serving the Texas State Guard, worked alongside the 
Texas Army National Guard, Border Patrol, local law 
enforcement, FEMA, and some from the Chilean Army.

In a five-day span, all six checkpoints combined 
saw over 5,000 people; some were citizens, but many 
were  not .  Of  those  5 ,000+,  checkpoin t  Hida lgo , 
Chaplain Burchett’s primary station, saw around 3,500. 
Needless to say, the border and those border towns are 
busy places.

With everything going on at OBHP, God allowed 
Chaplain Burchett a very unique opportunity to turn 
the operation into a mission trip, of sorts. During the 
course of OBHP, he was able to hand out 300 Gideon 
Bibles to those willing to take one. The Gideon New 
Testaments were offered in both English and Spanish. 
One praise to be noted was a Mexican vendor who 
passed through and noticed the Bibles.  She asked 
Chaplain Burchett if he had any spare Spanish Bibles 

to donate to a church in Mexico that  desperately 
needed them. He was able to give her a box of 100 
Spanish New Testaments to be taken across the border. 
God is good!

Along  wi th  hand ing  ou t  B ib les ,  God  a l lowed 
Chaplain Burchett multiple opportunities for spiritual 
conversa t ions  wi th  f e l low t roops  and  loca l  l aw 
enforcement. He provided spiritual/biblical guidance, 
as well as marital counsel and sharing the Gospel 
during those conversations.

All service members, including Chaplain Burchett, 
received commendations for their efforts on OBHP ’23, 
including the State Guard Association of the United 
States Meritorious Unit Citation and the Humanitarian 
Service Medal.

Chaplain Burchett serves as the pastor of Walnut 
Street, Winnsboro and as the president of the BMA of 
Texas.

Burchett participates in Operation Border Health Preparedness

▲ Burchett (center) with fellow Texas Guard members ▲ Burchett distributing Bibles

Homecoming and revival services will begin at Rose 
Hill, Mineola (1420 CR 2460) Sept. 17, 2023. The 89th 
Homecoming services will begin at 10 a.m. as part 
of morning worship service. There will be no Sunday 
School. Adam McMahon will lead the worship service 
and Bro. Bobby Tucker will bring the message. There 
will be a potluck lunch and time of fellowship in the 
family life center following morning services.

Revival services will run Sept. 17-20, 2023 and 
will begin at 7 p.m. each night. The evangelist will be 
Dr. Jason Aultman, lead pastor of Antioch, Conway, 
Arkansas. Worship will be under the direction of Bro. 
Drew Russell, pastor of music and media of First, 
Magnolia, Arkansas.

Everyone is invited to come and worship! A nursery 
will be provided for children 4 years and younger.

Following the Wednesday night service, there will be 
a time of fellowship and snacks in the family life center.

Rose Hill, Gilmer 
schedules homecoming 
and revival
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Let's work together to accomplish great things!
By JORDAN M. TEW

Hi friends! 
I wanted to let you know that our first annual Day of 

Sharing is coming up soon.
I am sure you are familiar with Seminary Sunday and 

Lifeword Sunday.
Baptist Publishing House will be setting aside Sunday, 

August 20th as our Day of Sharing. This will be our giving 
emphasis day to help raise financial support for this ministry. 
To make this a success, we need your help. 

Here is how you can make our first Day of Sharing a 
smashing success:

1. Please pray for Baptist Publishing House. Please pray 
for the Lord to guide and direct our writers and workers. 
Please pray that I would be a God-honoring director and lead 
with godly wisdom. 

2. Please receive a love offering for BPH. I know it may 
seem silly to ask for a love offering when we sell Sunday 
School books and other resources. However, we absorb many 
costs to keep prices low for our churches. We are able to keep 
costs low because of the financial support of local churches. 
Basically, if we did not receive support, our prices would 
be much higher and it would hurt your church and sister 
churches. 

 The Impact of your gifts:
•	 $1,000 provides a new printer for a missionary

•	 $1,000 provides a printing run of Gospel tracts
•	 $800 provides curriculum to a church planter for 1 year
•	 $700 provides a church or association with a Sunday 

School training workshop
•	 $8,000 provides a printing run of new children’s 

curriculum
As you can see, Baptist Publishing House is a vital and 

thriving ministry. We ask that you please consider helping us 
as we move forward with more ministry in the coming years.

In Christ Alone, 
Jordan M. Tew

Executive Director
 
Have questions? Please feel free to contact me directly by 

replying to this email or calling/texting me on my personal 
cellphone at (903)-810-7821.

Jordan M. Tew is the executive director of 
Baptist Publishing House. Contact him at P.O. 
Box 279, Jacksonville, Texas 75766, 800-333-
1442 or baptistpublishing@gmail.com. For more 
information, visit www.baptistpublishinghouse.com.

The summer camp season at Daniel Springs Baptist Camp 
Ministries has been a very successful time with over 1100 
campers attending five different camping sessions in June and 
July.  

A closing camp season banquet and award ceremony was 
held in the cafeteria July 27. The full-time staff, summer 
“missionaries” (teen and college workers), cafeteria and medical 
workers and camp trustees were recognized after a delicious 
barbecue brisket meal prepared and served by camp director, 
Jason Prewitt, and his wife Jessica.

Special recognition was given to longtime camp ministry 
assistant, Morgan Standifer, who is leaving the camp and moving 
back to her hometown of Midlothian after eight years of faithful 
service at Daniel Springs. Another employee Rosetta Hicks was 
recognized for 33 years of continuous service in the camp’s food 
service department. Camp nurse, Terri Gaidusek, was present for 
the event. She has been the camp’s nurse for 25 years.

Director Prewitt announced the camp continues to rebound 
from the devastating effects of the COVID pandemic in 2020-
2021. Notable improvements in the past year include major 
lake renovations and several new water game events. There are 
always special projects available on the 54-acres campus and 
facilities, so if churches are looking for a ministry opportunity, 
contact the camp at 972-342-9341. 

Daniel Springs Baptist Camp, established in 1965, is owned 
and operated by the Baptist Missionary Association of America. 
Jason Prewitt has been the director of this ministry since January 
1, 2015.

Liberty Association 
hosts rally for camp

By CHARLES JOHNSON
Pastor of Rosewood, Gilmer

▲ Jason Prewitt, Morgan Standifer and Jessica Prewitt

Revelation 9.15 “…the four angels who were prepared for 
the hour, day, month, and year…”

Sitting at any gate of any international airport brings into 
view hundreds of passengers going and coming. Some are 
last minute trips, but most are long range planning. The Lord 
Most High takes great care in His planning for the ages. This 
verse tells us He has prepared four angels for a particular 
hour, day, month, and year. 

These angels are not “on duty” until the cosmic time 

determined by ultimate Providence to put into action their 
particular duties at that very foreordained second God has 
intended. Some thinkers, philosophers, and other wizened 
scholars theorize in their own mind and thinking there is no 
God much less any plan for the ages. It is all at random; it is 
all coincidence; and it is all luck. 

Dear Reader, don’t confuse the guesses and imaginations 
of the human mind with the reliability of the mind of God 
and Word of God. His plans are established by His distinctive 
will, not the wish of humankind. Just as the passengers 

coming and going at the airport have appointed arrival and 
departure times, so the Lord Himself has His timetable. This 
timetable is so intricately planned that He has prepared four 
angels to act in concert at a certain time in human history. 
These are the only four we know about.  How many more 
“specific action angels” are around His throne just waiting 
their time to do His bidding in our day, in our world, and in 
our time—even at the hour, day, month, and year?

Tony Cleaver from his book: Then God Said

Union Angels
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Thank you
By SARAH LOW
Dear Texas WMA Ladies,

We were thrilled last Thursday to receive the $10,000 you 
raised for Bibles and a resource library for your missionaries. We 
are ordering Bibles in each of the languages our missionaries 
need, pastor’s guides and commentaries in Spanish along with all 
kinds of resources in each language, and focusing on leadership, 
stewardship, counseling, evangelism and prayer. We are building 
out this resource library at the mission office.

You are amazing and have done so much to help us.   The 
mission trailer continues to serve and make a difference all over 
Texas.   I can only imagine the difference these Bibles will make 
beside the missionaries’ evangelism and discipling efforts. The 
books will lead to greater effectiveness in these new churches. 
Through all of it, they will feel your love and encouragement. I am 
so thankful for your important role in the BMA of Texas Family.

In Christ,
Heith Mitchell

Executive Director of Missions
Baptist Missionary Association of Texas

WOMEN’S RETREAT
We are looking forward to a time of refreshing as we are invited 

to “Taste and See” with our guest speaker, Katy McCown, at 
Cornerstone, Jacksonville, Aug. 25-26. Do not forget your donations 
for our state project and to the silent auction. We will conclude the 
meeting by packing our Christmas shoeboxes.  

DISTRICT WMA 
The Cherokee District met at Enterprise, Jacksonville July 

11, 2023. The church provided a light supper of a variety of 
sandwiches, chips, and dips, and desserts were brought by Sardis, 
Henderson. President Cindy Allen introduced Tamara Bolton as 
the guest speaker. Her topic was “Wilderness Survival.” Being 
an avid hiker, Tamara spoke of not only how one can get lost in 
a physical wilderness, but also in a spiritual wilderness with both 
being treacherous. We all experience a wilderness at some point in 
our lives. There are manuals for survival in the physical wilderness 
and the manual available for spiritual wilderness is the Bible. She 
provided seven rules for hiking survival, and then she gave seven 
steps for spiritual survival. 

Officers for the 2023-2024 year were elected. President Cindy 
Allen, Vice President Nancy Washburn, Secretary/Treasurer Lugene 
Sims, and Historian/Prayer Coordinator Alicia Johnson were 
elected.

The Texas WMA ladies retreat will be held at Cornerstone, 
Jacksonville, Aug. 25-26, 2023. Cherokee District WMA is to help 
in organizing, providing services and food for the women that will 
attend.

The Baptist Missionary Association Theological Seminary is 
hosting a conference July 27-28, and asked if the District WMA 
could help with snacks and breakfast items. The auxiliary approved 
that $100 be given to help with food. The next district WMA 
meeting will be at First, Jacksonville Oct. 10, 2023.

The Liberty District meeting was held at Rosewood, Gilmer 
July 8, 2023. Celebrating our Youth Auxiliaries was the highlight of 
the day. The Sunbeams were a blessing with their singing and Bible 
verses. Shirley Hoffpauir presented them and awarded handmade 
notebooks for those who were promoted to GMA. Certificates were 
awarded by the local Sunbeam promoters. Mellissa Henry and Tami 
Blackburn presented the GMA girls.

Several were able to attend the GMA Retreat recently. Teresa 
Gipson installed the officers for the coming year. The next meeting 
will be at Antioch, Gilmer Oct. 7.

Sarah Low is the Texas Women’s Missionary 
Auxi l iary  (WMA)  edi tor.  Contact  her  at 
sarahbethlow@gmail.com. For more information 
about the Texas WMA, visit www.texaswma.com.

▲ Donations provided to TBHC by the Cherokee District WMA
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Drawing Closer to God (Part 2): PRAYER
By JUDY WALLACE

One of our goals this year is to draw closer to God. In the 
acrostic CLOSER, the first letter stands for “Communicate with 
God through prayer.” Prayer is the main thing that has carried 
me through life. Just as one wants to talk to her best friend, 
husband, child or whomever, she should want to talk to God 
in the same way. I know when something exciting happens, I 
immediately want to share it. By the same token, when problems 
arise, I need to discuss matters with someone. Although I love 
to talk to my loved ones, God is the best One to talk to in either 
case. God already knows exactly what has happened, but there 
is a comfort in thanking Him for the good things and asking for 
His help to discern what to do in any situation.

Psalm 145:18 states, “The Lord is near unto all those who 
call upon Him, to all who call upon Him in truth.” The more I 
talk to God, the closer I feel to Him, just as I would to anyone 
with whom I communicate.

Many times, while driving down the road, I talk to God 

aloud. People driving near me may think I’ve lost my mind, but 
the truth is I’m finding peace and comfort in my quiet time with 
my friend — God. (Obviously, don’t close your eyes when you 
do this!) Some conversations with God are long, but some are 
as short as “thanks” or “help!” Quite oftåen, I simply think of 
a situation where I say, “Lord, Your will.” There is no correct 
formula for prayer.

However, with that being said, let me tell you something 
I came up with years ago as I was writing Sunday School 
literature for Baptist Publishing House. It has helped me many 
times to remember not to monopolize God’s time by only 
asking for help or by not acknowledging that He will take care 
of everything in His own will. Since I love acrostics, I came up 
with this one for PRAYER, along with verses to read. Maybe it 
will help you as you draw closer to God through prayer:

• Praise — Psalm 107:31-32
• Repent — I John 1:9

• Ask — Matthew 21:22
• Yield — Matthew 26:39-45
• Expect — I John 5:14-15
• Rest — Matthew 11:28
Prayer — Lord, thank You for being there, no matter what 

time, day or night, that I come to You. You listen faithfully to 
everything I say or think. Since I don’t have to talk aloud, I can 
pray even in the midst of a crowded room. Please help me to 
remember to come to You first, whether it’s to rejoice or to cry. 
Show me, Lord, what You would have me do and how to be 
more faithful in bringing You all my hopes, dreams and desires, 
as well as my troubles. Thank You, again, for being God. In 
Jesus’ name, amen.

Respond to God in prayer every chance you get today. Learn 
to communicate with Him on a regular basis.

Visit the National WMA blog at   https://www.nationalwma.org/
blogs/

2023 Local Association Annual Meetings
ASSOCIATION DATE TIME LOCATION
Tarrant County Saturday, Sept. 16 9:30 a.m. South Park, Fort Worth
North Central Texas Thursday, Sept. 21 11:30 a.m. BMA of Texas Building, Waxahachie
Tryon Sunday, Sept. 24 5 p.m. Security Calvary, Cleveland
Dallas County Monday, Sept. 25 6:30 p.m. Calvary First, Mesquite
Gulf Coast Sunday, Oct. 1 N/A Bethel, Port Arthur
Trinity River Sunday, Oct. 1 Meal at 5 p.m.; Meeting at 6 p.m. Calvary, Centerville
Mount Olive Saturday, Oct. 7 9:30 a.m. Daniel Springs Camp, Gary
Original Bethlehem Saturday, Oct. 7 9 a.m. Bishop Chapel, Jasper
Landmark Montague Sunday, Oct. 8 2 p.m. Northside, Nacona
Liberty Sunday, Oct. 8 3 p.m. Oak Hill, Gilmer
Van Zandt Sunday, Oct. 8 4 p.m. Sand Flat, Grand Saline
Cherokee Monday, Oct. 9 Meal at 6 p.m.; Meeting at 7 p.m. First, Jacksonville
Wood County Tuesday, Oct. 10 7 p.m. New Hope, Mineola
Angelina Thursday, Oct. 12 7 p.m. Salem, Huntington
Central West Texas Saturday, Oct. 14 10 a.m. Central, Aspermont
Harmony Saturday, Oct. 14 12 p.m. Union, Springtown
Plains Saturday, Oct. 14 9 a.m. Oasis, Levelland
Houston-Anderson Sunday, Oct. 15 5 p.m. Sheridan Terrace, Palestine
Polk County Sunday, Oct. 15 3 p.m. Soda, Livingston
Central Texas Saturday, Oct. 21 9 a.m. Cedar Creek, Teague
Navasota River Saturday, Oct. 21 10 a.m. Sand Prairie, Normangee
Landmark Nacogdoches Thursday, Oct. 26 7 p.m. Mahl, Nacogdoches
Smith County Monday, Oct. 30 Meal at 6 p.m.; Meeting at 7 p.m. First, Gresham
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These marks of ministry characterized Jesus, the Good 
Shepherd, when He was here on earth. These are so important 
that they can be applied to every missionary that God sends.

Considering people as sheep, and becoming their shepherd, 
and giving each one of these caring characteristics is part of 
what our Loving Shepherd experts of each one of us. Let us 
pray that it be so.

Prayer Needs:
May God give us grace with our new neighbors, and may 

we be able to contact many Hispanic neighbors who live in 
the area. Pray that we have very good health, that we recover 
from the great fatigue that we have after our move.

TIM ALBA—
THE BRIDGE MISSION IN SEAGOVILLE  
TIMALBA1986@GMAIL.COM

I know many planters have 
expressed discouragement 
in the past. This is part of 
the struggle we will continue 
to go through in the future. 
God does not promise us a 
struggle-free mission. Jesus 
never embraced that idea. 
Instead, Jesus knew suffering 
was a big part of doing great things for God. So much that 
Jesus knew His death would end in suffering. We must 
embrace suffering as part of the growing process or we 
will always feel discouraged. It is not always pretty being 
a church planter but it is well worth it when you see people 
get saved and baptized. You know that all your efforts and 
suffering was worth seeing people gained to the Kingdom 
of God. Eternity is bigger than your suffering. Embrace the 
mission. It’s worth it!

Prayer Needs:
Pray for Frank who is going into surgery this week and 

getting a bone marrow transplant. Also, pray for a young lady 
named Arianna. She is deeply confused about her gender. We 
are helping her to understand what God says about male and 
female as we minister to her. 

JAIME HENRIQUEZ—
FUENTE DE VIDA ETERNA MISSION IN TOMBALL 
DAIRYJENY@YAHOO.COM

We  g r e e t  w i t h  g r e a t 
affection each of the churches 
that are part of the BMA 
of Texas. We are happy to 
communicate that we are 
seeing the hand of God move 
in our church. In July, we had 
four professions of faith, we 
celebrated our anniversary 
with an attendance of 87 and we had Vacation Bible School. 
Two children who attended gave their lives to Jesus. We give 
glory to God for what He is doing in our midst and to each of 
the churches that pray and financially support this ministry.

Prayer Needs:
We ask for your prayers for Sister Delmy Cruz who 

recently lost her baby, and for Sofia, a girl who is in the 
hospital with an inoperable brain tumor. 

CHRIS DRIVER—WEST TEXAS MULTIPLICATION 
NETWORK/TEXAS MISSIONARY CARE 
CJDRIVER316@GMAIL.COM

Howdy from west Texas! 
WOW! Just WOW! We know 
God is so good all the time 
but then there are times when 
His goodness just overwhelms 
us in special ways. That 
definitely is what He did 
this past month at Oasis! We 
had the amazing privilege to 
celebrate eight baptisms in front of friends and family, some 
of which weren’t believers. We stirred the waters with five 
men from three generations of one family, two sisters (one 
was saved just a week before), and my mom. WOW! Just 
WOW! And then we finished off the month with an outreach 
partnership serving the cosmetology students at SPC and 
made great connections for the fall semester so we can open 
for them during the week! WOW! Just WOW! As always, 
thank you for allowing us to be a part of what God is doing 
here in West Texas!

Prayer Needs:
Open doors for the gospel
New connections at SPC
Fall outreach to SPC students

KYLE CHEATHAM—
GRACE CHURCH JARRELL MISSION   
KYLE@GRACEJARRELL.COM

July was an exciting month 
as we transitioned to live 
music for worship on Sundays, 
continued our sermon series 
through Acts, had our first 
member meeting where 90 
percent of our members came 
together along with twelve 
others considering joining, 
had a church-wide fellowship at a local spot called The 
Granary, hosted a Women’s iced tea party and replaced our 
banner with a wonderful sign for our church.

Prayer Needs:
Please pray for our people to continue to proactively 

engage others during the week with what we call 
S.U.N.L.I.G.H.T. interactions. Pray for a member who is 
prayerfully considering launching a weekly time for our 7th-
12th graders. This would be so great for their discipleship and 
for our retention of families with youth.

SHANE CARTER– 
LAMESA MISSION 
STUMPOFNAVY@GMAIL.COM 

School is right around 
the corner. I pray that we 
remember it is all about Jesus 
and not just about school 
activities. Jesus deserves 
our full attention, not our 
afterthoughts. I only say this 
because I have put the wrong 
value on sports in the past. It 
is really about Who you trust more.

Prayer Needs:
The lost and our kids

JAIME GARCIA—
IGLESIA BAUTISTA NUEVA VIDA MISSION IN GILMER
JAIME.GARCIA2911@GMAIL.COM

I  a m  h a p p y  f o r  t h e 
opportunity to serve Christ 
and to be part of this team of 
churches with the vision and 
love for souls. I believe that 
you really have the desire to 
reach souls for Christ. 

Prayer Needs:
Pray for the new families 

that are visiting the church. Also, pray for us as we move into 
Stage 2, moving from a mission to becoming a stable church 
associated with the BMA.

CIRO GONZALEZ—
RICE HISPANIC MISSION T
CIROGONZALEZ315@GMAIL.COM

We had our first prayer 
cell meeting July 12. As I 
am almost four months into 
planting a church in Rice, 
there was a special reason 
to celebrate. We are halfway 
through the discipleship 
teaching. We met at the home 
of a lady named  Queen and 
made a meal we enjoyed together. They took advantage 
of getting to know each other. Thirteen adults and seven 
children were in attendance. I challenged them to continue 
seeking God and exorted each of the men to take the position 
of head of his home and to guide all their families on the right 
path. It was an incredible time of blessing. 

Prayer Needs:
Pray for the families of Rice. 
Let us pray for the children.
Pray for me that God will give me wisdom and guidance 

to open our church in Rice.

 
 

BMA TX Missions cont.

Heith Mitchell is the director of BMA of Texas Missions. 
Contact him at P.O. Box 73, Waxahachie, Texas 75168, 
972-923-0757 or hmitchell@bmatexas.org. For more 
information, visit www.bmatexasmissions.org.

▲ Timothy Alba 

▲ Jamie Henriquez

▲ Chris Driver

▲ Kyle Cheatham

▲ Shane Carter

▲ Jaime Garcia

▲ Ciro Gonzalez



August 2023 | 11

Baptist Progress
has an app for your 

smartphone or tablet.

Download our app 
in your app store 

and keep up to 
date on news and 

ministry happenings.

2023
HOMECOMING SERVICE
DATE: Sept. 17, 2023
PLACE: Rose Hill Baptist Church, Mineola
TIME: 10 a.m.

REVIVAL SERVICES
DATE: Sept. 17-20, 2023
PLACE: Rose Hill Baptist Church, Mineola
TIME: 7 p.m.

RE:CHARGE LEADERS' OASIS
DATE: Oct. 4-6, 2023
PLACE: Southgate Baptist Church, Moore, Oklahoma

BMA OF TEXAS ANNUAL MEETING
DATE: Nov. 6-7, 2023
PLACE: Crossroads Church, Rowlett, Texas

CELEBRATION ADULT CONFERENCE
DATE: Nov. 28-30, 2023
PLACE: The Chateau on the Lake, Branson, Missouri

2024
BMA OF AMERICA ANNUAL MEETING
DATE: Apr. 16-18, 2024
PLACE: The Chateau on the Lake, Branson, Missouri

SOAR
DATE: July 3-5, 2024
PLACE: Loews Arlington Hotel, Arlington, Texas
 
CELEBRATION ADULT CONFERENCE
DATE: November 12-14, 2024
PLACE: Chateau on the Lake, Branson, Missouri
 
BMA OF TEXAS ANNUAL MEETING
DATE: Nov. 18-19, 2024
PLACE: Jacksonville, Texas

AVAILABLE MINISTRY POSITIONS
PASTOR—New Hope, St. Elmo (located in a growing lake community 
on Richland Chambers Lake) is seeking a full-time pastor who is 
a good communicator, must have a shepherd’s heart, a vision for 
how to grow a church and a warm friendly and approachable style. 
Seminary degree/training and prior pastor/church staff experience is 
preferred. We are a BMA church founded in 1872, with no debt and 
a strong financial position. Send resume to P.O. Box 215, Streetman, 
Texas 75859 or newhopebaptistchurch@windstream.net.

PASTOR—Calvary, Fairfield is seeking a full-time pastor. Send 
resume to Marvin Mullen at mullenmarvin@yahoo.com or call/text 
Marvin at 903-644-5828.

HUSBAND/WIFE CHILDREN’S MINISTRY—First, Crandall is 
seeking a husband/wife team to lead their children’s ministry. 
Established church in city growing with strong influx of families 
weekly to the surrounding community. Social media familiarity a 
plus. Must be comfortable with active outreach and rebuilding of 
program that has not fully recovered post COVID. Strong support 
from pastor and loving church. Newly constructed education 
building plus remodeled gymnasium. Close freeway access in center 
of Crandall. Pay negotiable. Send resume to Pastor Mike Waits at 
First Baptist Crandall, P.O. Box 207, Crandall 75114. Call Brother Mike 
at 214-697-7998 with questions. 8/23

MUSIC—First, Crandall is seeking a minister of music. Social media 
familiarity a plus. Send resume to the church at P.O. Box 207, 
Crandall, Texas 75114. Call Pastor Mike with questions at 214-697-
7998. 8/23

PASTOR—Lakeside, Trinidad is seeking a bivocational pastor. If 
interested, contact Bro. Floyd Loven at 903-477-0063. NC

YOUTH/STUDENT MINISTRY—Afton Grove, Jacksonville is seeking 
a biblically qualified candidate. This is a bivocational position. We 
are looking for a minister with a heart for God, a heart for students 
and who is ready to plunge into the work. The candidate will love 
the Lord and love and lead our students in a growing relationship 
with Jesus. Please send your resume to Eddie Richardson at 
fasteddie999elr@gmail.m. TFN

AVAILABLE MINISTER
GRADY H. MOORE is available for pulpit supply, to serve as interim 
pastor or possibly as bi-vocational pastor. He is a member of 
Northside, Garland. Contact him at 817-403-4769.

JUSTIN OWENS is available for pulpit supply. He has served as 
a pastor and a BMA of America missionary and is a member of 
Pathway, Waxahachie. Contact him at 469-494-3670.CRAIG KEARBY is the new pastor of East Foothills, Lindale.

DANNY KIRK
Danny Ray Kirk, 67, of Bella Vista, Arkansas, 
was called home to be with the Lord July 22, 
2023. He was born in Belleville, Illinois Aug. 
26, 1955. 

Kirk served as a pastor and church planter 
for 42 years in Texas, Illinois, Kentucky, Missouri, and Arkansas. He 
also coached and mentored pastors and church leaders all over the 
world. 

He received his bachelor’s degree from Sam Houston State 
University and his Master of Science in Social Work from the Kent 
School of Social Work at the University of Louisville.
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The Baptist Missionary Loan Association (BMLA), a ministry of the Baptist Missionary Association of Texas, 
offers loans to churches for everything from land and building purchases, to additions and renovations.

Why consider a loan with BMLA?

We specialize in church building projects.
Since 1953, BMLA has provided loans for churches of the Baptist Missionary Association of Texas. No one 
understands the needs and goals of BMA congregations and related ministries better than BMLA. Recently, 
BMLA was authorized by the churches of the Baptist Missionary Association of Texas to offer loans to any BMA 
church in the United States. 

We offer competitive rates and terms.
Unlike many commercial lending institutions, BMLA can save your congregation thousands of dollars by 
requiring minimal closing costs and offering competitive rates.

Faithful stewardship finances our loans.
The money invested in BMLA by congregations and individuals finance our loans for building projects and 
land purchases.

For more information, visit bmla.org.
If you are ready, you may apply for a loan online at bmla.org. 

If you have more questions, call us at 972-923-0758.

We look forward to helping you make your dreams come true!

BMLA, P.O. Box 425, Waxahachie, Texas 75168
www.bmla.org


