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One major backdrop to scripture is to struggle or wrestle. 
Ephesians says, “We wrestle not against flesh and blood” 
and 1 Corinthans says “I beat my body into submission.” 
The struggle is real and professional wrestling can help 
portray that battle. And two pro-wrestlers turned church 
planters, Mike Watt and Trevor Cowan, from the area, 
were providentially placed together to be involved in both 
on the Texas Plains. Watt is teaching pastor of Cross-Work 
Church of Tahoka—a work that uses, among other things, 
professional wrestling as an outreach tool. Cowan is 
executive pastor. Both wrestle for Jesus. 

Mike Watt was a kids’ pastor at Calvary Baptist Church 
of Lubbock, and living in Tahoka. He had developed an 
interest in church planting. One day when he was en route 
to Lubbock, he was stricken with the thought of how many 
people he drove past, on his way to do ministry in Lubbock 
every day.

Also, Watt was struck with the reality of a neighborhood 
boy who came over to play with his kids.

“This boy was really good at striking up trouble,” Watt 
said. When the boy started his mess, “I started praying, 
‘Alright Lord, you know that some church needs to bring 
that boy to You, or he’ll be bringing all kinds of sin to this 
town. Lord, that boy probably has family in Wilson, and 
New Home, and all around.”  

Then Watt said, “It was almost like Jesus asked me, ‘Do 
you know anybody?’ “

He said that was when he decided to reach out to Chris 
Driver, West Texas Multiplication Network coordinator for 
BMA Texas Missions.

“I shared my vision with him about how I felt God 
wanted me to be involved in church planting, because there 
were people in my small town not being reached with the 
Gospel,” Watt said, noting that both he and Cowan went 
through the assessment process with the state work, and are 
state missionaries. 

Watt and Cowan became acquainted at Calvary, Lubbock, 
where Cowan was a high schooler and where Watt was the 
kids’ pastor.

“Trevor came home from youth camp that summer 
saying that God had called him to the ministry,” Watt 
said. “That was like candy to me—someone was ready to 
be discipled.”  

Watt spent a year “being nice” to Cowan, but after a year, 
Watt changed his approach.

“I decided to be mean to him,” Watt said with a laugh. 

Mike Watt and Trevor Cowan Church Planters and pro-wrestlers in Tahoka
Wrestling for Jesus

▲ Trevor Cowan (left), Chris Driver (top) and Mike Watt (right) 

▲ Cross-Work Church

WRESTLING FOR JESUS continued on p. 9
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▲ Jerry Fulton

Since messengers at the 2020 BMA of Texas Meeting approved 
for Baptist Progress to become the informing and equipping 
ministry of our state association, God has been blessing our ministry 
efforts. In addition to the resources we offer through our website, 
baptistprogress.org, our department sponsored the second Ministry 
Connection Workshop of this associational year at Crossroads, 
Rowlett March 23. Other workshops and an additional training are 
scheduled as follows:

FUTURE MINISTRY CONNECTION WORKSHOPS
• Confl ict: Causes and Cures—June 29, 2021. Led by Dr. Mike 

Smith, president of Jacksonville College, this workshop will show 
you how to better handle diffi cult situations and diffi cult people 
within the church. It will be conducted from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
with lunch provided for $10 at Jacksonville College at 105 B.J. 
Albritton Drive in Jacksonville.

• Reaching People Through Social Media and Websites—Sept. 
16, 2021. Led by Matthew Prather, lead pastor of The Bridge 
Church in Waxahachie, this will be a hands-on workshop. 
Matthew will tell you, then show you how to use social media 
and your church’s website to reach people. This workshop will 
be conducted from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. with lunch provided for 
$10, at the BMA of Texas Offi ce Building at 632 Farley Street in 
Waxahachie.

Register for Ministry Connection Workshops at https://
baptistprogress.org/ministry-connection-workshop-form/

INTERIM PASTOR TRAINING
• Interim Pastor Training—August 24, 2021. Led by Jerry Fulton, 

director/editor of Baptist Progress, who has served numerous 
churches as an interim pastor, will answer the following questions:

• What is an interim pastor?
• What should be expected of the interim pastor?
• How does the interim pastor make things ready for the next pastor?
• How can the interim pastor connect the church to the Baptist 

Missionary Association of Texas?
• How much should the interim pastor be paid?

During the training, potential interim pastors will be provided with 
an assessment tool to use in the church they serve as well as other 
helpful tools. Those who complete the training will be certifi ed as 
an interim pastor for the BMA of Texas, if they meet requirements. 
All potential interim pastors must have pastoral experience in order 
to attend the training and be certifi ed. The training will be conducted 
from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. with lunch provided for $10, at the BMA of 
Texas Offi ce Building at 632 Farley Street in Waxahachie.

Register for Interim Pastor Training at https://baptistprogress.org/
intentional-interim/

OTHER RESOURCES
Does your church need bulletins, insurance or someone to build 

and/or maintain your church website? 
Maybe you need an interim pastor or a 
reference for Christian counseling. We 
offer all of these resources and more. 
Give me, Jerry Fulton, a call at 972-923-
0756. We are here to help you!

ANNIVERSARY OFFERING IN JUNE
Each year, during the month of June, 

Baptist Progress receives an anniversary 
offering. This year, we are requesting that 
each BMA of Texas church give $109 
for 109 years of ministry. Individuals, 
classes and groups are also encouraged 
to receive offerings. We have set a goal 
to receive at total offering of $12,000. 

Please help us to continue informing and equipping the churches of 
the BMA of Texas by receiving an offering during the month of June. 
Offerings may be mailed to:

Baptist Progress
P.O. Box 2085
Waxahachie, TX 75168

We appreciate your contributions and partnership in ministry!

UTO UPDATE
We have one more offering to add to our 2020 Jerry Burnaman 

Memorial United Thanksgiving Offering total. Thanks for Greenpond, 
Como for your $1,000 offering. This brings our grand total to 
$75,792.49.

Coming up

Beginning with the May 2021 issue of Baptist Progress, Sunday 
school lessons will no longer be published. The reason we have 
made the decision to no longer publish Sunday school lessons is 
simply because we need more room to publish news. God is using 
the BMA of Texas and the BMA of America in a mighty way, and we 
want to make sure that you get to read all about it.

Because some of you enjoy reading the Sunday school lessons 
in each issue, do not worry! We will still make the lessons available 
to you by email. If you would like to have the Sunday school lessons 
emailed to you monthly, email editor@baptistprogress.org, provide 
us with your name and email address, and we will add you to our 
email list. If you do not have access to email, we will be happy to 
mail the lessons to you. Just give us a call at 972-923-0756.

NOTICE CONCERNING
SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSONS
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Baptist Progress sponsored a Ministry Connection 
Workshop: Church Community Impact—Opening the 
Door to the Gospel, at Crossroads Church in Rowlett March 
23. Jason Collins, lead pastor of the church, led the workshop 
and the church provided lunch. Pastors and others attended 
the workshop in person, via Zoom or via Facebook Live. 

Collins has led Crossroads Church to effectively minister 
to their city and shared details of how God has blessed their 
efforts. The pastor spoke about practical ways for a church to 
reach its community beginning with a ministry assessment. 
Among the things a church needs to assess are its actual, 
aspirational and accidental values. He said that church 
members should not serve out of guilt or obligation and 
definitely should not serve for the spotlight. 

Collins also spoke about the ministry life cycle of a 
church—a cycle that begins with a dream, but could end 
in death without a proper vision. One point he made was 
especially noteworthy, that is to never ask, “How is the 
church?”, but instead ask, “How is the community?”, because 
the local church has the answer to whatever needs the 
community might be facing.

This editor has attended numerous conferences and 
workshops, but came away believing this one to be the most 
practical he has ever attended. You are encouraged to attend 
more Ministry Connection Workshops planned for the future. 
For more information, please see Making Progress on p. 2 of 

this issue.
Register for future Ministry Connection Workshops at 

https://baptistprogress.org/ministry-connection-workshop-
form/

Baptist Progress sponsors Ministry Connection 
Workshop at Crossroads, Rowlett
By JERRY FULTON
Baptist Progress Director/Editor

▲ Jason Collins

The Liberty Baptist Missionary Association sponsored 
a rally for the Texas Baptist Home for Children (TBHC) 
at Pritchett, Gilmer March 18. There were 14 churches 
represented at the meeting.

The messengers were welcomed by Pastor Terry Caffey of 
Pritchett, Gilmer. The association’s moderator, Bro. Michael 
Pool, presided over the business meeting.  During this time, the 
association adopted a recommendation from the local missions 
committee to give monthly support for the remainder of the 
associational year to a Hispanic mission in Kilgore.

The new group in Kilgore is meeting in the former facilities 
of Stone Ridge Baptist Church. Stone Ridge recently merged 
with Victory Road Baptist Church in Kilgore to form the new 
Go Forth Baptist Church.

President Jason Curry of the TBHC was present. He gave a 
slide presentation of the ministry work and needs at the Home. 
He also brought an inspiring and challenging message from 
Jeremiah. He distributed “Change-for-Children” coin cans to 
the churches present.

A generous offering was gathered for TBHC at the meeting. 
The host church served refreshments to the messengers and 
guests after the service.

The next meeting for Liberty Association will be at 
Rosewood Baptist Church, 8260 Arrowwood Road, Gilmer, at 
7 p.m., May 13, 2021. This will be a rally for Baptist Medical 
Missions International.

Liberty Association 
hosts TBHC rally
By CHARLES JOHNSON
Pastor of Rosewood, Gilmer
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By HEITH MITCHELL

A word from your Missions O�  ce

▲ Wesley Burke

▲ Robert Lee

▲ Roberto Marcelletti

▲ Chris Driver

▲ Jamie Henriquez

The world is opening up! Your missionaries are reporting 
visitors in their services. They are having effective outreach 
events again. They are reporting more gospel conversations 
and more responses. We are seeing opportunity and hope 
that the shutdown is behind us. We are seeing a new normal 
appear. We don’t yet know what the new normal will look 
like.

I want to challenge you that God is still God! The Year 
2020 didn’t take Him by surprise. The freeze didn’t take Him 
by surprise. He is at work. His mission for his church is alive 
and well. He promised that He will be with us always until 
the end of the age. That is right now. He is able to empower 
and equip us when he assigns us. He is able to do impossible 
and improbable things.  

Will you join me in prayer? Let’s pray that God uses us. 
Let’s pray for relationships with lost people. Let’s pray for 
boldness and opportunity to share the gospel. Let’s pray for 
chances to make disciples. Let’s pray for new leaders in the 
BMA to come from our discipleship efforts. Let’s pray for 
100 new BMA churches to come from this effort. Let’s pray 
for every church, mission and ministry in our family. Let’s 
pray that God is glorifi ed. Will you join me in earnest prayer? 
Brothers and Sisters we have faced a hard year. Our country 
is a mess. I want to remind you that Jesus Christ is Lord! He 
is our Lord, our leader. We can ask and he will answer. He is 
able to answer. We know what 2020 was known for. I pray 
that 2021 will be known for revival. Please join me in prayer.

A word from your missionaries
CHRIS DRIVER—
WEST TEXAS MULTIPLICATION NETWORK/
TEXAS MISSIONARY CARE 
CJDRIVER316@GMAIL.COM

As another month goes by and we 
continue to work toward seeing God 
reach the least and the lost in the tiny 
towns of west Texas, I am reminded 
of God’s words in Isaiah 55:8-9 
about how He doesn’t think like we 
think and how He doesn’t take action 
like we would take action. I continue 
to be amazed at how God works 
things out and moves things forward and brings Himself 
glory in ways I couldn’t and wouldn’t have imagined! Please 
continue to pray for the little towns of west Texas as God 
implements his next steps in reaching them with the life 
changing hope of Jesus Christ.

Prayer Needs:
Pray for the towns of Levelland, Whitharral, Sundown, 

Smyer, Whiteface and Morton.

ROBERTO MARCELLETTI—
ANTHONY DRIVE MISSION, ENNIS  
ROBBYYPATTY@HOTMAIL.COM

I’m very grateful to God, that in 
His grace, we were able to begin 
our Sunday services earlier than 
expected. God has surprised with the 
welcome and receptivity of people. 
Thank you brethren of BMA for 
the opportunity to serve and hear of 
prayers and all the support.

WESLEY BURKE—
REDEMPTION BAPTIST MISSION, NACOGDOCHES 
WESLEYDAVIDBURKE@GMAIL.COM

Christ seems to haunt many people 
who identify with Christ in our city 
rather than follow him as Lord. Many 
we talk to don’t know the gospel, 
don’t seem to have saving faith in 
Christ and don’t seem to be serious 
or interested in matters concerning 
discipleship beyond conversion. Pray 
that we will labor well alongside 
these individuals and not give up.

JAIME HENRIQUEZ—
FUENTE DE VIDA ETERNA MISSION, HOUSTON 
DAIRYJENY@YAHOO.COM

Thank you to all the churches 
from the BMA of Texas for all your 
prayers and support. We couldn’t do 
this work without you. God continues 
saving souls and transforming lives 
among us.

Prayer Needs:
Pray for courage and strength to 

continue the work of the Lord and 
His kingdom.

ROBERT LEE—
HARMONY BAPTIST CHURCH IN NORMANGEE REPLANT 
BRO.ROBERT.F.LEE@GMAIL.COM

God has continued to provide us 
great opportunities to show the love 
of Christ to others as individuals here 
at Harmony. These opportunities 
are sometimes small, or may seem 
insignificant at the time, but God 
uses them so often in accomplishing 
His work. Just the other day, I 
experienced the chance to share with 
others about Christ as part of an event in the community. 
It is opportunities like these which allow us to go out and 
proclaim the Gospel, rather than sitting inside the walls of the 
building waiting for people to come to us.

Prayer Needs:
Pray for continued opportunities for us to demonstrate the 

love of Christ to those in our community, both as individual 
believers and as a church body.

NEPTALY MOLINA—
IGLESIA BAUTISTA MISSION, NACOGDOCHES  
NRMOLINA23@GMAIL.COM

On April 2 and 3, I shared the message of the Word of 

BMA TEXAS MISSIONS continued on p. 7



April 2021 | 5



6 | April 2021

By JASON CURRY

I’m just sayin’

Jason Curry is the president of the Texas Baptist 
Home for Children. Contact him 629 Farley St, 
Waxahachie, Texas 75165, 972-937-1321 or jcurry@
tbhc.org. For more information, visit www.tbhc.org.

An expression of everlasting love
Many of our friends choose to honor or remember a family 
member, a friend or an associate with a gift for the children 
of the Baptist Home. Texas Baptist Home for Children, 
in turn, notifi es the appropriate person. Listed in capital 
letters are those honored or remembered from Mar. 1-31, 
2021.

ENDOWMENT: 
RICKY MARIE JOHNSTON: DUANE AND CHARLOTTE 
TURNER
MYRA STOKES: BILL STOKES

HONORARIUMS: 
R.E. & NAOMI BULLIN: CITY BANK
CRENSHAW FAMILY: EARLENE CRENSHAW
JENNIFER WALKER THOMAS: SWANY AND EDWINA 
WALKER

MEMORIALS: 
WALTER BECKER: DENNIS AND ILONA MYRICE
BILL BEDDINGTON: BUSY B RANCH
IRENE BEENE: BUSY B RANCH
DANNY BERRY: TOMMIE AND ALVA TAYLOR 
LARRY & ROSELEN BOBO: JAMES BOBO
CLAUDETTE BUNN: CHARLES AND CHARLOTTE JOHNSON, 
DONNA DUGGER
CINDY COLEMAN: LOLA FAY BAKER
JOHNNY CRIPPINS: ANN PUGH
MAVIS RUTH DACUS: CHARLES AND CHARLOTTE 
JOHNSON
CASSIE DAVIDSON: LLOYD AND BARBARA TURNER 
RONNIE DAVIS: LC AND JENNETTA WHITEHEAD 
AGNES DENNIE: PAYNE SPRING BAPTIST CHURCH
WILL DONAGHE: TEMPLE BAPTIST CHURCH
JERRY EUFURD: DUANE AND CHLOTTE TURNER 
BILLIE FARRAR: LINDA DETRICK
BETTY FERGUSON: LOLA FAY BAKER 
JAN FOSTER: HERBERT AND KARLA JONES 
MORRIS RAY FULLER: MICHAEL AND MARILYN MILLS
JAMES GREEN: LENA GREEN 
BOB GRIFFIN: MR AND MRS A.W. MCCUISTION
TONY R. GRIGSBY: CARLA GAITHER
PATSY HALLONQUIST: TOMMIE AND ALVA TAYLOR
DONALD HARLEY: DICKEY AND KATHY HARTLEY 
LATANCE HANKINS: JERRY NULL 
LARRY HURT: CHARLES AND CHARLOTTE JOHNSON
MARY JOHNSON: JEANETTE MORRIS 
COENIE LEIBBRANDT: JAMES AND PAMELA MOORE 
RONALD LUNT: TOMMIE WORTHY
JANIE HIGH MALONE: CHARLES AND CHARLOTTE 
JOHNSON
MILDRED MARTIN: MICHAEL AND MARILYN MILLS
BRUCE MAINES: SARAH STEWART
STEVE MCNUTT: RED SPRINGS MISSIONARY BAPTIST 
CHURCH  
JAN MCWHORTER: BRENDA RAY
CHARLES MITCHELL: GAY MITCHELL 
NEAL NICHOLS: MICHAEL MARILYN MILLS
LOVITA LOU OUIMET: JAMES OUIMET
MARGARET SUE PHILLIPS: MARCHA COFFEY, KIM 
RIDDLE, ANGELIA GALLMAN, REGIE AND DOROTHY 
RIDDLE, ANN PUGH, DUANE AND CHARLOTTE TURNER, 
MR. AND MRS. JOHN WILSON
W.V. (VALTON) RAY: BRENDA RAY
JANELLE REEVES: WALTER HOGUE AND HOLLY CHILEK 
EDDIE SLIDER: JEANETTE MORRIS
JUANITA WELLS: WELDON LAND SPARKS 
DONALD WHARTON: DAVID AND SUE STANLEY
JOHN WOLCOTT: GAY MITCHELL 
DOROTHY B. WRIGHT: THOMAS JETER
JOHNNY WRIGHT: TEMPLE BAPTIST CHURCH

You don’t have to know a lot about our history to know 
that the Stanley family had a wonderful legacy and led this 
place under biblical principles and strove to honor God 
in its ministry to kids. C.B. Stanley was praying that God 
would guide him in making changes. He prayed and walked 
boldly. Under his administration, he changed the name of the 
orphanage to Texas Baptist Home for Children. 

Under President Theodore Roosevelt’s terms, the first 
White House Conference on Children convened in 1909. 
They concluded that the child should be placed in foster 
families and not in institutions. However, due to wars and 
economic depression, it had little impact on the care of 
children. As the economy became better and fi nancial help 
came to the Texas Baptist Home for Children, Stanley was 
able to embrace a new way of caring for kids by providing a 
home instead of a dormitory. 

I do not think anyone feels that an orphanage is an evil 

place. But when a child only wants to have a place to call 
home, why should we not try to give them a place that feels 
like home. It cannot be a question of quantity of care, God 
calls us to provide quality care. 

TBHC began building cottages in the 1950s and continued 
building into the 1960s. Along with so many others at TBHC, 
C.B. Stanley prayed to provide fi nancially and give a future 
of promise for every child. 

I’m just sayin’!

The Baptist Missionary Loan Association (BMLA) offers loans for everything from land and 
building purchases, to additions, to renovations, to loan refi nancing.

Why consider a loan with the BMLA?
We specialize in church building projects.

Since 1953, BMLA has provided loans for churches of the Baptist Missionary Association of Texas. 
No one understands the needs and goals of BMA congregations and related ministries better than BMLA.

We offer competitive rates and terms.
Unlike many commercial lending institutions, BMLA does not charge for closing costs which saves your 

congregation thousands of dollars. 
Furthermore, BMLA has much more competitive rates than we have in several years.

Faithful stewardship fi nances our loans.
The money invested in BMLA by congregations and individuals fi nance our loans for 

building projects and land purchases.

For more information, visit bmla.org.
If you are ready to apply for a loan, download an application from our website and mail or email it to us.

If you have more questions, call us at 972-923-0758.

We look forward to helping you make your dreams come true!

BMLA, P.O. Box 73, Waxahachie, TX 75168
www.bmla.org
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Popular columnist and Baptist Missionary 
Association Theological Seminary professor 
Dr. Tony Cleaver, has just published his 
latest book, Titus, a Guide for the Person 
in the Pew to Better Understand Titus. It is 
available on Amazon Kindle eBooks.

Cleaver said, “The person sitting in the 
church pew each Sunday sometimes hears 
sermons that might be diffi cult to understand 
due to a range of reasons. The purpose 
of this book is to assist the churchgoer to 
better understand Paul’s letter to Titus. You 
might say this book is a guide to Titus in 
plain, simple language. There is no need 
for any dictionaries or advanced theological 
degree to use this book as a manual for 
understanding Paul’s letter to Titus. 

“Even though it was written many years 
ago, Titus contains many insights for daily 
Christian living as it relates to our 21st 
Century. Certainly, it sets a high standard 
for both the person in the pew as well as the 

Tony Cleaver publishes new book, 
Titus, a Guide for the Person in 
the Pew
By JERRY FULTON
Baptist Progress Director/Editor 

person in the pulpit. I hope you will fi nd this 
book useful as you continue to serve Christ 
and His Church.”
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By PAUL GAUNTT
Baptist Progress Correspondent

In his four years as the West Texas Multiplication 
Network Coordinator for BMA Texas Missions, Chris 
Driver, a native of Whitharral, Texas, just outside of 
Levelland, has learned that the old church planting model 
does not work on the plains like it did in the past.

“I think my Nehemiah moment came when I thought of 
those old farmers back home in Whitharral where I grew 
up,” Driver said. “They shared a lot of wisdom with me, 
and were such good influences—but looking back, I felt 
like so many of them didn’t know Jesus—they were good 
men, but it was like they were lost in their own goodness.”  

It was that moment when God laid the burden on 
Driver’s heart to try to reach the small towns on the Plains 
—not just Whitharral, but the myriad of small towns in 
west Texas where the churches closed their doors and 
left behind old dilapidated buildings. Driver realized that 
God was not just working in the urban areas that attracted 
thousands of upward mobile people, but the little country 
towns. 

“God delights in using small things for his Kingdom’s 
work,” Driver said who noted that he was raised in a 
broken home, and knew, very well what brokenness was 
like. Having a father who was involved in drugs and 
alcohol, he decided that wasn’t the life he wanted for 
himself, so while delivering the mail in Brownfield, he 
gave his life to Christ at age 25. 

The road to being missions coordinator in west Texas 
included starting out at Fifth Street Levelland as youth 
pastor where he said, “They gave me a shot at it for six 
years.”  

During that time, he had conversations with Charles 
Burdett, who was pastor at Ashore, Loop, and had been a 
leader in the BMA of Texas. He shared with Burdett about 
planting a church in Brownfield. But God’s providence 
took him to ministries at Jackson, Canton; Union Hill, 
Brownsboro and ultimately back to Fifth Street as pastor 
for over three years.  

Continuing this passion for reaching disciples for 
Christ, and with an all-consuming realization of a culture 
change in the country, Driver found himself starting a 
small group back in Whitharral with a small Bible study 
group that grew from 27 people the first night to almost 40 
within the month. His burden for the small towns on the 
Plains was intensifying.  

“I prayed that God would send me some men who 
shared my burden,” he said, saying he knew he was not 
alone in the burden for west Texas. “I particularly had a 
vision to find men who had a burden for their hometowns.”  

God answered his prayers in a vivid way, connecting 
him with men who were blessed with talent and gifts, 
including two young men, Mike Watt and Trevor Cowan, 
who were involved in the Christian Wrestling Federation, 
and who shared a burden to be used of God on the Plains. 
As a result, Crosswork Church of Tahoka was born. Also, 
Jerry Bingham, of Loop, near Lamesa, was being prepped 
by the Lord to join forces with the missions movement.  

“My youngest daughter had a friend who was burdened 
about herself, and needed to talk to someone,” Bingham 

said. He and his daughter met with her friend at the 
concession stand of the school in Loop. 

“We led her to the Lord, and determined to begin a 
Bible study each week,” he said. “It was not long until we 
had 25 in attendance, including a couple of girls we called 
‘the brownie girls’ because they brought brownies and 
Kool Aid to the study.”  

He said some adults wanted to know if there could be 
something for them.

“As a result of this, we led a family to the Lord,” he 
said. “We would finish up with our services at our church 
(Ashmore) and then run up to Loop for that Bible study. 
That Bible study sort of outgrew itself, and it has become 
a new church—Journey Fellowship.” 

Both Bingham and Driver agreed that church planting 
in rural west Texas cannot be as effective with the model 
of earlier years. 

“The older church planting model doesn’t take into 
consideration the small towns,” Driver said, noting that 
in earlier experiences, mission work happened when 
a team or a denomination studied demographics and 
growth projections of an area, and set an outreach effort 
and missions team in a growing suburb. “If we can 
make disciples, who can make disciples, then we’ll have 
growth.”  

Bingham also noted that there were some in their small 
group who were locked in to the hometown, but others 
were more fluid, and were gone before too long, but the 
originating group can rejoice in that their witness and 
influence is widespread. 

“Early in the process, I realized that it was most likely 
that Fifth Street in Levelland wouldn’t realistically reach 

1,000 in attendance, but if we could reach 10 people 
in 100 small communities on the Plains, then we could 
directly impact the lives of 1,000 people,” Driver said. 
“Eventually, multiplication takes over and growth comes. 
We all partner together in this discipleship process.”  

Many different people have been incorporated into the 
effort. Jamie Hinojosa, a graphic designer, has produced 
some top-notched posters and visuals for the Crosswork 
Church. Cameron Dockery, of Whitharral, lends his talents 
as a chainsaw carver to the work. Nick Brockway and his 
family who were members of Union Hill, Brownsboro, 
heard about the vision God had given Driver, so they 
picked up and moved across Texas to try to reach people 
in Meadow. Shane Carter is another individual who has a 
burden for church planting and Driver has been working 
with him.

In addition to his duties as West Texas Multiplication 
Coordinator, Driver serves First Missionary, Morton as 
interim pastor.  

Other communities besides Whitharral, Levelland, Loop 
and Tahoka, include Lazbuddie (near Muleshoe) Meadow 
and Wilson, near Lubbock, Lamesa and Aspermont, near 
Abilene.  

“It’s great to know that God hasn’t forgotten These 
small towns in west Texas,” Driver said. 

Chris and Jamie have two sons—Zakary, 18 and Riley, 
15.

For further information about the west Texas work, 
e-mail Chris Driver at cjdriver316@gmail.com.

Evangelism on the Plains:  
Developing workers to take gospel to hometown

▲ The Chris Driver Family
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“I would slap him and punch him on the arm and wrestle him 
and say, ‘come on, it’s time to do ministry.’ But oddly enough, Trev 
responded better to my tough love. Sometimes the donkey needs the 
carrot and sometimes he needs the stick!”

Watt said, after Cowan finished high school, he would volunteer 
at least 35 hours a week to help Watt, and then Watt was able to 
convince the church to put Cowan on as an intern—in which he 
served for the next two years. 

During this time, Cowan got a burden for missions and 
unreached people groups. He had a burden for Thailand and Japan 
and explored avenues to serve in those fields. He did some short-
term mission trips, but the long term move never fell into place. He 
had applied for church staff jobs all over the Lubbock area, as well 
as other jobs but no doors were opened to him. Nothing turned up 
for him.

The wrestling began when Watt attended a Christian Wrestling 
Federation (CWF) meeting in Rockwall in 1999 during his last 
semester in college.  

“I went to their youth ministry conclave to check the program 
out, and after talking to one of the CWF reps, I asked him how to 
get in on it,” Watt said, later moving his family to the Dallas-Fort 
Worth area in 2001 and ended up doing youth ministry and being 
involved in the CWF.  

Watt spent 10 years wrestling for CWF in Rockwall when he 
moved to Lubbock to do kids ministry at Calvary in Lubbock. At 
this point, because of the distance, he could only wrestle two to 
three times a year.  “Suddenly, the parable about the talents started 
weighing on me and that’s when I decided to start the West Texas 
branch of CWF.”

His program was sponsored by Calvary Baptist Church, another 
church called the Dream Center, and the CWF.  

“One thing to know about wrestling is that in professional 
wrestling, money is king. It all hinges on money. They do whatever 
they have to do to get your money. They will end a night with a 
‘cliff hanger’ to entice the crowd to return the following week—it’s 
all about the money,” Watt said. “But in the Christian Wrestling 

Federation, the gospel is king. It is all about the gospel, and telling 
sinners they need a savior. We don’t want money, we want to share 
the gospel and give people an opportunity to respond.” 

Mike and Trevor have used the wrestling exhibitions and 
wrestling training as a tool for gathering a crowd from a town and 
sharing the gospel of Christ.  

Chris Driver weighed in on the ministry.
“It is such a great ministry for small towns,” he said. “In many 

of these west Texas towns, there’s not much else to do, so virtually 
the whole town shows up for the event. Nobody will leave without 
having heard the message of salvation. I think we are going to get 
to see a lot of west Texas towns be reached with the gospel through 
this medium.”  

Mike has his wrestling ring set up in his father-in-law’s barn 
about a mile from the church. They have no problem attracting 
a crowd of young boys to an event, and to hear the message of 
Christ. 

Cross-Work Church is located on the main thoroughfare of 
town—U.S. Highway 380, near the Tahoka ISD complex. The 
church is a spacious brick veneer edifice that had once been a 
Church of Christ.  

Watt shared how the name “Cross-Work” was chosen for the 
church.

“I was reading a book by Darrin Patrick titled, “Church Planter” 
and in it, he made the statement, ‘Every church should be about the 
cross work of Christ,’” Watt said. “That just sort of stuck with me. 
We want our church to always be about the Cross-Work of Christ.”   

Mike and wife, Blanda, have four boys; Josh, Grayson, Ben 
and Caleb.  

Mike and Trevor are utilizing most every tool at their disposal, 
and they both concur that social media and Facebook should not 
be overlooked. They have a brief devotional video called, “Mike 
and Trevor in the Morning,” which can be seen on Facebook.com/
crosswork church.  

For more information about Cross-Work Church, visit 
crossworkchurch.org.

Wrestling for Jesus cont.

▲ The Mike Watt Family

▲ Trevor Cowan

New National WMA project
As most of you know, the 2021 BMA of America Meeting has 

been postponed from April to August in Waxahachie. Because 
of this, the WMA felt that we needed to go ahead and take care 
of some of the business. Many of you saw the notices and voted 
about officers and the project. Therefore, the new national WMA 
project is now the Darlene Carey Christian Academy in the 
Philippines.

Darlene Carey had a heart for ministry and especially for 
children. Those who knew her all have a story to tell of some way 
she touched their lives. This school will enable young people to 
grow and learn not only academically, but also spiritually. The 
hope is that it will touch the families of the children as well.

The academy opened in the fall of 2019 with only first grade. 
Second grade was added in the fall of 2020, with the goal of 
adding one grade every year until the school is open for all 12 
grades. It costs approximately $20 per month for each student to 
attend. They do have some scholarships available for students in 
need.

Missionary Jimmy Walker says that the first building of six 

classrooms is paid for and should be complete in May of 2021. 
They have also raised a small portion of the money but still need 
almost $95,000 for the second building of six classrooms.

The Darlene Carey Christian Academy will serve as a ministry 
to families in the Philippines as well as underwrite a third of the 
BMA College of the Philippines operating budget. That will help 
bring the college closer to being self-supporting.

For more information on the academy, contact missionary 
Jimmy Walker, who is currently on furlough in Magnolia, 
Arkansas, with his family. He will be glad to come speak to any 
group about the work in the Philippines. He may be reached by 
calling 870-299-9167.

Project offerings sent after April 1 to the national WMA will 
go to this project.

 NEW treasurer and address for offerings:
WMA of BMAA
c/o Janet Widger
P.O. Box 23
Salem, MO 65560

By JACKIE RICKS
National WMA Editor



10 | April 2021

Our American culture is replete with Christian conferences. 
In many ways, this is an encouraging reality but also a reality 
worth consideration. The days of general gatherings are seemingly 
coming to a close and the number of micro-specific conferences 
is on the rise. There are Christian leader conferences as well 
as Christian men and women conferences. Want to attend an 
apologetic, evangelism, or biblical worldview conference? They 
are out there. Need a conference that addresses a specific sin 
struggle or one that focuses on helping pastors keep in step with 
the demands of ministry? Those are available too. 

What’s more is that these conferences are no longer difficult to 
find or attend. With the convenience of the internet, a conference 
can be easily promoted and distributed to any eager person with 
a computer or smartphone. Physical attendance is no longer a 
requirement, but much like the quick reading of a blog post, a 
conference can be easily attended in pajamas on a couch. If there’s 
one thing that was forced to accelerate in 2020 it was online 
participation. 

This is not written, nor is it to be read in a cynical or 
unappreciative tone. The fact that many faithful conferences exist 
and are easily accessible for many people is a blessing from the 
Lord.  However, since this is the reality of our current culture and 
since SOAR is one conference among a plethora of others, any 
faithful church leader or discerning parent must ask the question, 
“Why should my teenagers attend the SOAR conference?” 
Consider these 4 reasons.

First, teenagers and churches can do more together than 
they can on their own. SOAR is THE national conference for all 
the teenagers in the Baptist Missionary Association of America. 
For more than 30 years, this has been a driving motivation for 
continuing SOAR and for striving to make it excel. This means 
that SOAR is not a “pop-up” conference that will only remain 
through a particular cultural issue. SOAR gathers annually 
because of the strong belief that teenagers need to see and know 
that they are part of something bigger. They need to know that 
God’s kingdom is expanding and that they are part of an amazing 
group of churches working together to spread the fame of Jesus 
Christ.

Second, SOAR will always teach and preach God’s Word. 
There will always be a temptation to shift commitments with what 
the current culture deems important. Falling into this temptation 
usually means abandoning what is most important for a lesser—
but often more popular—issue or interest. God made it clear 
through the pen of Paul that Faith comes by hearing and hearing 
by the Word of God (Romans 10:17). SOAR is committed to 
faithfully proclaiming and teaching God’s Word.

Third, SOAR believes in the local church. God has 
lavished His grace upon the church. Christ died for His church. 
Christ commissioned the church to make disciples. The Holy 
Spirit empowers the church for His mission, and Christ promises 
to always be with His church. SOAR will always lead teenagers to 
love their church and never seek to replace it.

Lastly, SOAR challenges teenagers to live sold out, radical 

Why SOAR Conference?

By CHRIS VINES
SOAR Visionary Leader

lives for King Jesus. Don’t take this statement lightly. It is both 
serious and dangerous. SOAR does not intend to lead teenagers 
to drink lattes while reading inspirational, Christian quotes. That’s 
not radical, that’s easy. The intention of SOAR is to challenge 
teenagers to live counter-cultural lives by continually bowing 
down to the one, true King. A radical life is one that consistently 
denies self and is available to follow Jesus wherever He leads. The 
disciples of Jesus had moments of leisure, but as they followed 
Him they also came near to lepers and lashings. As Paul was 
instructing Timothy, he made it very clear that all who desire to 
live a godly life in Christ Jesus will be persecuted (2 Timothy 

3:12). SOAR wants the best for teenagers, but SOAR also 
believes that God’s best is not synonymous with America’s best.  
Christlike, radical living rarely coincides with relevant culture. 
Sold out lives for Christ and maxed out credit cards for stuff will 
never go together. SOAR will consistently challenge teenagers to 
live their lives for more.

SOAR exists to lead teenagers to learn God’s Word, love their 
church, and live sold out, radical lives for Jesus. This year we are 
very excited to gather with these intentions on July 6-8 in Dallas 
at the Hilton Anatole Hotel. We would love for you and your 
teenagers to join us!

Seminary Sunday, May 16, 2021
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Following our weekend retreat at Daniel Springs Camp, The 
Master’s Builders were rested and ready to begin work on their 
first job of 2021 at Daniel Springs. This would be the 169th 
project for The Master’s Builders.

Jason Prewitt, camp director, always has a list of projects 
ready for our men and they were ready to get after them. 

The following is what the men got done in our two weeks 
there:

• General Store and Bookstore - Doubled the size of the 
room, cut through cinder blocks to put a door to connect 
the offices, ran electrical wiring, put up sheetrock, installed 
doors, installed the tin on outside

• Summer Staff’s breakroom - Made it stationary, built a 
porch on it, put in flooring, cabinets, appliances, trim, ran 
electrical wiring, put in lights

• Guard Shack - Put in flooring, trim and ran electrical 
wiring

• Tabernacle – Repaired broken chairs
• Urban Skills Course - Built one outside there is one inside 

already
• Built eight mobile sandwich boards to place about the 

camp 
• Built mobile cabinets and storage bins for sound equipment 

and archery “urban skills” equipment
• Tore down an old bridge and built a new one over the 

creek
We did whatever we could to build whatever was needed. The 

women helped with a few projects. There is always sweeping to 
be done, blocks or boards to move to keep the work area clean. 
But we also stained the bunk extensions that were done several 
years ago in the Daniel Dorm. Finally!

We enjoyed the Jacksonville College Singers and leader Bro. 

Randy Decker one night. We always enjoy the fellowship we 
have with them every year. They are spoiling us! 

Holly Greer, granddaughter of Wayne and Leona Wimberly, 
one of our Builder couples, came and shared with us her 
ministry in Haiti where she works with children. She shared how 
the Lord has burdened her heart, from an early age, and how 
she now has several children she mentors and cares for. She has 
named her work, Kingdom Kids. What a blessing she is!

Thank you to Jason and Jessica Prewitt and Morgan Sandifer 
for all you do! These are hardworking, kid-loving, God-called 
servants of the Lord! We love you and thank God for you!

There are so many more things I could share about our time 
there, but you can see and read about our “daily doings” on 
Facebook!  Like us at The Master’s Builders church arbor logo.

If you have questions about our ministry or if your church 
had building needs, contact:

Eddie Sikes – 479-462-1675
Mike Green – 972-935-3877
David Axe – 903-918-0720

By NELDA MALONE
Master’s Builders Reporter

The Masters Builders return to Daniel Springs

By JOHN M. ADAMS, D.Min.

Dr. John M. Adams is the executive director 
of BMAA Moral Action. Contact him at Moral 
Action - BMA of America . P.O. Box  305 . 
Mantachie, Mississippi 38855 or visit www.
macbma.net for more information.

We sense and seek to understand the challenges of mothers. 
The extra energy, the needed wisdom that all moms need, to 
guide, to sew, to wash, to cook, to work, to go and go, to love, 
to teach and train and train. Yes, even to feel overlooked, to be 
frustrated, to be a woman, a wife, a mother, a grandmother, an 
aunt, a sister, a niece and etc., etc.!

How many mothers love? Adopted mothers, mothers to 
be, some with many children, some with no children and yet 
mothers to the church children and neighborhood kids are moral 
and Christian. God sees you and has listened to every heartbeat, 
seen every tear, heard every sigh and knows your desires as a 
Christian lady to lift, to care, to help and to be helped.

What do you truly need to be a moral mom?
1. You need to be “born again, “first and foremost.”
2. You must have a local church and live for Him there.
3. You have to carry a Bible in hand and heart.

After serving as international missions director for four 
years, Eric Johnson recently announced his resignation 
effective in mid-May. Johnson accepted the role after Phil 
Knott left the position in May of 2017. 

He and his family are returning to Texas where he will 
be lead pastor of First, Jacksonville. Born and raised in 
Mexico to a missionary family, Eric later served there 
with his wife Kelly and three children. They returned to 
the United States when First Baptist Church called Eric 
to pastor their Hispanic congregation, which he did until 
assuming the international director role.

BMA of America Missions Executive Director John 
David Smith says, “We are profoundly grateful to Bro. 
Eric for his self-sacrificial approach to leading BMA 
international missions these past four years. His love for 
the Lord and his loyalty to our association of churches 
are unquestioned. We pray God’s richest blessings on Bro. 
Eric, Kelly, Audrey, Matty and Abram as they begin their 
ministry at First, Jacksonville, and we look forward to Bro. 
Eric maintaining a small role with BMA Global Missions. 
Thank you, Bro. Eric, for your ministry and leadership.”

By HOLLY MERIWEATHER
BMA Global Missions

Johnson resigns as international missions director

Moral Moms
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By GLENDA CHAMBERLAIN

Glenda Chamberlain is the Texas Women’s 
Missionary Auxiliary (WMA) editor. Contact her 
at gcham33@yahoo.com. For more information 
about the Texas WMA, visit www.texaswma.com.

Young ladies from across our great  s tate came 
together for a time of worship and fellowship. The Girls 
Missionary Auxiliary (GMA), met March 20, 2021 for 
the Texas Houseparty, the one-day event was held at 
Rosewood, Gilmer.

Due to COVID concerns, the 2020 Houseparty was 
canceled. However, officers from both 2020 and 2021, 
plus the newly elected officers for 2021-2022 made the 
most of the day. 

During the morning hours, they celebrated with 
the theme from 2020, We Won’t Be Shaken .  Jenna 
Schmidt gave a warm welcome to everyone and opened 
the meeting in prayer. Emily Henry led the audience 
reciting the Watchword, Aim, Allegiance and Star 
Ideals. Officers led singing the GMA song and also 
several fun, action songs. Karo Buck spoke about the 
theme We Won’t Be Shaken taken from Luke 6:48-49. 

Colorful maracas were passed out to the girls and 
every time they heard the theme We Won’t Be Shaken
they shook them loudly. You could hear the festive sound 
of the maracas all over the sanctuary. 2020 officers 
presented their personalized boxes and instructed the 
girls to place money in their favorite boxes. All monies 
collected go toward the project.

Abigail Key and Hannah Brister led the audience in 
two songs. Jenna introduced the guest speaker Cindy 
Allen, National WMA officer. Cindy spoke of the storms 
we go through in life and how God is with us through 
each storm. She spoke that not being shaken is a choice 
we make daily. We choose to follow Jesus. We need 
Him day-by-day, hour-by-hour. We must be rooted in 
His Word so we can withstand the storms that come our 
way. Cindy spoke of choosing our friends wisely, not to 
be yoked, or joined together, with unbelievers. When we 
are grounded in God’s Word, we won’t be shaken.

Lunch was served in Rosewood’s fellowship hall. 
The lunch fare included pizza, salad, fruit and desserts. 
There were many items for sale such as crosses, candles 
and more to raise money for the project. Fun grab bags 
filled with goodies were on sale for $1.

Emily Henry opened the afternoon session with 
prayer. The girls gathered on and around the stage to 
join in fun, action songs such as “Father Abraham” 
and “I Am a C.” Jenna officially recognized Karo 
Buck as the 2020-2021 president by passing the gavel 
to her. Hayley Rasco, Texas GMA promoter, filled in 
for 2nd Vice President, Darbi Wilson, who was unable 
to attend the Houseparty. However, Darbi was present 

via Facetime on a phone. Darbi’s theme for 2021 is 
“Steadfast Love”, based on James 1:12. 

Karo opened the business meeting, Lisa Maynard 
gave the treasurer report. Antioch, Gilmer nominated 
a new project, Candra Barnett BMA Missionary to 
Romania. Johnnie Ross, Texas WMA president, installed 
the new 2021-2022 officers.

Girls gathered into smaller groups with an officer 
and played a variety of fun games. Everyone then 
took a short break after the games and enjoyed snacks 
furnished by Texas WMA and Enon, Gilmer. Project 
donation certificates were awarded to GMA groups. 
Project donations in the officer boxes were tallied 
and Karo Buck and Lexi Aslin were rewarded with a 
blindfold challenge. They were tasked to make a peanut 
butter and jelly sandwich out of items placed in front of 
them, including condiments that most definitely do not 
belong on a pb&j!

Abigail Key led the group in a couple of beautiful 
songs. Katie Allen, Texas GMA assistant promoter, 
spoke about the theme Steadfast Love, and passed out 
flashlights to the girls both new to GMA and also those 
passing a step. Miss GMA Mary Key, Junior Miss GMA 
Madalie Gardner and Alternate Miss GMA Abigail 
Seahorn were recognized. Mary Key was unable to 
attend the Houseparty due to a previous engagement at 
Jacksonville Baptist College.

The gavel was officially passed from Karo Buck to 
the newly installed president Darbi Wilson via Facetime. 
Candra Barnett, Missionary to Romania was selected as 
the 2021-2022 project. Triniti Mauk, project promoter, 
spoke of the new project and the need to raise funds to 
support Candra and the work God has set before her. 
Triniti presented coloring sheets to encourage GMA 
girls to give generously. Teel Witt closed the Houseparty 
in prayer. Over 70 were in attendance for the one-day 
event. Everyone was encouraged to make plans for the 
GMA Retreat at Daniel Springs June 15-18, 2021.

DANIEL SPRINGS—TEXAS WMA PROJECT
Recently, I had the privilege to hear Jason Prewitt, 

director of Daniel Springs Baptist Encampment, at a 
Liberty District WMA meeting. Bro. Jason spoke of 
the amazing work the Master’s Builders have done at 
the camp and the strides the camp is making daily to 
enhance the facilities.

The BMA camp opened in Gary in 1965, and to-date 
has only had three camp directors: Eugene Gauntt, James 

Speer and Jason Prewitt. A camp director is definitely a 
God-called position. They work with hundreds of youths 
annually seeing God working in the lives of these young 
people. Lives are changed, receiving salvation, called 
into ministry and re-dedicating their lives to God. It’s 
an awesome journey to see God at work through Daniel 
Springs.

Jason, along with his wife, Jessica, and their three 
boys, work tirelessly at the camp. He mentioned how 
a tornado in 1990 started a movement to update things 
at the camp. The open-air tabernacle was closed in and 
air conditioning was introduced. I can still hear my 
mom and dad, Mary and Talmadge Hamberlin, recalling 
trips to camp with GMAs and with Galileans. Mom 
talked about big ‘ol June bugs hitting both the lights 
and people during a preaching service and you know 
how hot June can be in Texas! I’m glad the tabernacle is 
enclosed and has air conditioning. 

Due to the pandemic last year the camp was hit 
hard with little to no attendance. They are looking for 
a banner year and hope all the campers and sponsors 
will be back. They have all the recommended safety 
guidelines in place and stay current with new guidelines 
as they are introduced. 

One of their biggest improvements has been the 
remodeling of Daniel’s Dorm. It is completely self-
contained for large groups. There are 100 beds available, 
a fully functional kitchen and a large meeting area. 
Daniel Springs facilities can be rented for small or large 
groups for just one day or multiple days. Call the camp 
at 903-685-2433 for more information. 

Daniel  Springs is  such a  blessing to our  BMA 
churches and youth groups. Texas WMA selected Daniel 
Springs as a 2021 project. Please send your donations 
to support this Godly ministry to: Jo Strong, 149 NW 
Suzanne Terrace, Burleson, TX 76028. I ask you to 
please remember Bro. Jason, Jessica and their family in 
prayer as they minister to our youth and others. To God 
be the Glory!

GMA Houseparty 2021… Girls on Fire for God
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BAPTIST PROGRESS MINISTRY CONNECTON 
WORKSHOP: CONFLICT—CAUSES AND CURES 
DATE: June 29, 2021 (CHANGE OF DATE)
TIME: 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. with lunch provided for $10
PLACE: Jacksonville College, 105 B.J. Albritton 
Drive, Jacksonville

2021 BMA OF AMERICA ANNUAL MEETING 
DATE: Aug. 2-4, 2021 (CHANGE OF DATE)
PLACE: Farley Street Baptist Church, Waxahachie

INTERIM PASTOR TRAINING
DATE: Aug. 24, 2021
TIME: 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. with lunch provided for 
$10
PLACE: BMA of Texas O�ce Building, 632 Farley 
Street, Waxahachie

BAPTIST PROGRESS MINISTRY CONNECTION 
WORKSHOP: REACHING PEOPLE THROUGH SOCIAL 
MEDIA AND WEBSITES
DATE: Sept. 16, 2021
TIME: 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. with lunch provided for 
$10
PLACE: BMA of Texas Building, 632 Farley Street, 
Waxahachie 

2021 BMA OF TEXAS ANNUAL MEETING 
DATE: Nov. 4, 2021 (CHANGE OF DATE)
PLACE: New Harmony, Tyler

2021 NATIONAL SENIOR ADULT CONFERENCE
DATE: Nov. 15-17, 2021
PLACE: Chateau on the Lakes, Branson, Missouri

AVAILABLE POSITIONS
PASTOR—Nat, Nacogdoches is seeking a bivocational pastor. Send resume to Pastor 
Search Committee, P.O. Box 630884, Nacogdoches, Texas 75963.

DIRECTOR OF DISCIPLESHIP—First, Carthage is seeking a full-time director of 
discipleship with emphasis on children, families and education. Must have at least a 
bachelor’s degree and 3-5 years’ experience. Resumes accepted until April 30. Email 
resumes to james@firstbaptistcarthage.com or mail them to First Baptist Carthage, 
c/o Personnel MAT, P.O. Box 548, Carthage, Texas 75633.

PASTOR—First, Palmer is seeking a pastor. Send resume to pastorsearch@
¨cpalmer.org or mail to P.O. Box 70, Palmer, Texas 75152. TFN

PASTOR—Northside, Garland is seeking a pastor. Send resume to Linda Arnold or 
Betty Ho©man, 2510 N. Glenbrook Drive, Garland, Texas 75040 or northsidegarland@
gmail.com or for more information, call 972-495-2986. 3/21

PASTOR—Dr. Ray Thompson has retired as pastor of Enon Missionary, Gilmer. A 
pulpit committee was formed and is seeking ordained ministers as well as licensed 
ministers for pulpit supply. Please contact steven.waller60@yahoo.com. TFN

PASTOR—Calvary First, Mesquite is seeking a bivocational senior pastor. Send 
resume to Mike Lampkin, 1001 Walford Drive, Forney, Texas 75126, mike_lampkin@
att.net or call 214-862-4406. 6/21

PASTOR—Lakeridge, Lubbock is seeking a senior pastor. Send resume to Karen 
Isaacs, 4601 82nd Street, Lubbock, Texas 79424, psc@mylrbc.org or call 806-771-
0514. 5/21

PASTOR—Antioch, Carthage is seeking a pastor. Send resume to Pulpit Committee, 
Scott Dyer, 442 County Road 1081, Carthage, Texas 75633, sedyer57@gmail.com or 
call 903-690-4819. TFN

PASTOR—First Missionary, Morton is seeking a pastor. Send resume to jimmysealy@
aol.com or to FMBC Box 981, Morton, Texas 79346. TFN  

PAUL HEUERMANN has resigned as pastor of Freestone, Freestone 
to become pastor of New Bethlehem, Cut and Shoot.

JIMMY BROCK has resigned as student pastor of Farley Street, 
Waxahachie to become the director of the Association of Baptist 
Students at Southern Arkansas University in Magnolia, Arkansas. 

EDDIE MARSH is the new pastor of Sardis, Waxahachie.

* If you are aware of pastor and sta� changes, please let us know 
at Baptist Progress by emailing us at editor@baptistprogress.org.

MRS. JERRY (SUE) PHILLIPS
Funeral services for Margaret Sue Phillips, 
wife of Bro. Jerry Phillips, pastor of Calvary, 
Arlington, were held at Beaty Funeral Home 
in Mineola with a graveside service following 
at Italy Cemetery in Italy March 15. She was 
born in Italy Sept. 7, 1938 and passed away 
March 10, 2021. She married her high school 
sweetheart, Jerry Lee Phillips, July 28, 1957. They had been married 
for 63 years. They were blessed with two daughters and a son. In lieu 
of flowers, donations may be made to Texas Baptist Home for Children 
in Waxahachie and/or Traditions Home Health Care, Tyler. 

JOHN DAVID WEBB
Funeral services for Bro. John David Webb, 
of Mountain Home, Arkansas, were held at 
Latimer Funeral Home in Nashville, Arkansas 
March 12. He was born Oct. 29, 1939 in 
Nashville, Arkansas and passed away March 
7, 2021. Bro. Webb was ordained to the 
Gospel Ministry by Immanuel, Nashville in 
1966. He pastored several churches in Arkansas and Texas and also 
served as a professor at Baptist Missionary Association Theological 
Seminary in Jacksonville. Memorials may be made to the Alzheimer's 
Association, 225 N. Michigan Ave., Floor 17, Chicago, Illnois, 60601. 
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By PAUL GAUNTT

A gospel witness and a tragic postponement

Being obedient to the call
By PAUL GAUNTT

DATE: May 2, 2021
TEXT: Acts 23:23-24:27

THE HOOK
I believe the saddest story I ever heard was about a man who wanted 

nothing to do with Jesus. A Baptist preacher befriended him, shared 
scripture with him a little at a time, and finally came to a place where he 
felt it was time to introduce him to Jesus, and asked him to receive the free 
gift of eternal life. But the man was hardened and refused. However, it was 
not long until he began thinking about death and dying. He pondered it to 
the point he became troubled—and suddenly the reality of death began to 
torment him. Not long afterward, he was diagnosed with a fast-growing 
malignant tumor of the brain. Very soon, it began impairing his thought 
processes, but one day he requested that his preacher friend come to his 
bedside. The preacher came, and one more time, asked him to receive 
the free gift of eternal life. But the only thing the man could do, by that 
time, was to clutch his head with his hands and shout, “I can’t think! I can’t 
think!” It was only a matter of days that the man slipped into eternity. The 
preacher said that those words, “I can’t think,” haunted him from then on. 
What a tragic postponement.  

THE BOOK
Why is Paul a marked man by the Jews? Because He preaches Jesus. 

But while they wanted him dead, his message created division among 
the Pharisees and Sadducees, concerning the doctrine of the resurrection 
(verse 6).  They were divided over this doctrine. 

Paul is sent to Governor Felix (verse 23). Claudius Lysias sent a memo 
to the Governor (verse 26) explaining that he is being sent, under heavy 
guard to Antipatris, Caesarea, because of the plot, by the Jews to have 
him killed.   

Paul on trial at Caesarea (24:1-3). The high priest, Ananias, brings his 
lawyer, Tertullus, who brings accusations. Paul was accused of being an 
insurrectionist, desecrating the Temple by entering it while being identified 
by the Nazrenes.  

Paul gave his defense in chapter 24, verses 10-27.
1. He defended His devotion to the Way—Jesus (v. 14).
2. He defended His position on the resurrection (v. 15).
3. He did not discount the Law of Moses (v. 14).
4. He explained his raising funds in Macedonia to bring back to his 

struggling brethren in Jerusalem (vv. 17-18).
5. He was testifying to Felix, who understood the information about 

Jesus (v. 22).

6. Felix was troubled about the e¨ects of the gospel and sought to 
postpone any decision to follow the Way (vv. 25-27). 

THE LOOK
The main thrust of this lesson is to showcase Felix’s postponement 

of the decision to follow Christ. This is perhaps the most haunting text in 
scripture.  Many are like Felix -- they have been on the brink of receiving 
the free gift of eternal life, but postponed it until another day. But for Felix, 
that day never came. The horror is spelled out in the old Phillip P. Bliss 
(1838-1876) standard, “Almost Persuaded.” This hymn has been billed by 
many as the saddest hymn ever written.

“Almost persuaded, now to believe,
 Almost persuaded, Christ to receive.
 Seems now some soul to say, ‘Go Spirit, go Thy way
 Some more convenient day, on Thee I’ll call.’”

 Almost persuaded, harvest is past!
 Almost persuaded, doom comes at last!
 Almost cannot avail; Almost is but to fail.
 Sad, sad, that bitter wail—Almost, but lost.”

DATE: May 9, 2021
TEXT: Acts 25:1-26:32

THE HOOK 
How seriously do we, as God’s people, take the urgency of God’s 

calling upon our lives to do His bidding in this world? Would we rather just 
have a marginal ministry, with the hopes of escaping persecution—or even 
inconvenience? This week we are looking at Paul’s impeccable character 
and total devotion to Christ, and the calling on his life.  

THE BOOK
When God’s man is faithful and obedient to God’s call, he wants to be 

totally above board, totally innocent, operating with pure motives, and 
possessing an impeccable character. This describes the character and 

dedication of the Apostle Paul. I observe some characteristics of this great 
man of God.

1. Paul desired to be judged by the highest authority—Caesar 
(25:10). Festus was more interested in appeasing the Jews Paul 
did not want to find some run-of-the-mill court to try to find a 
quick acquittal. He wanted his life put to the ultimate judgement, 
knowing he was innocent. There was an issue far more urgent 
than seeking personal freedom. He wanted to vindicate the 
gospel.

2. Paul’s conscience was clear concerning the charges brought 
against him and accusers could not prove otherwise (25:7).

3. Paul was willing to abide by the rule of law and let it take its 
course.  

4. Paul was willing to die for his faith and ministry (25:11).

5. Paul gladly shared his testimony his faith and calling (26:1-23). 
The Apostle had total recall of his encounter with Christ, and the 
experiences to follow.

6. Paul’s boldness was on display when he testified before King 
Agrippa (26:29).

7. A faithful servant witnesses to the great and the small.
8. Paul had an overwhelming passion to see the lost come to Christ 

(26:29).

THE LOOK
May we, as God’s servants, determine to use the apostle Paul’s regard 

to God’s call upon his life as our own and serve Him with great diligence. 
May we, rather than appeasing others, be willing to sacrifice convenience 
or even freedom, if need be, in order to be faithful to God and the gospel.

Safe in the storm
By PAUL GAUNTT
DATE: May 16, 2021
TEXT: Acts 27:1-44

THE HOOK
In this lesson, we find that God has a plan for His servants and 

has plotted the course for that plan to come to fruition. Often, he 
uses adversity to bring about His will. His plan is according to His own 
sovereignty, and his own good time, and often, our timing is a little o  ̈
course. Case in point—Bro. John Gradberg and his Kilgore congregation 
made great plans for their special merger celebration with another 
church on Sunday, Feb. 14. The evangelist was invited, and was about 
two miles from his destination when he totaled his car. Then the worst 
blizzard since 1895 struck the country. It seemed apparent God wanted 
the celebration to be the following week instead. We are reminded in 
our lesson today that it is best to let God navigate our lives through the 
storm. 

THE BOOK
Paul and company, under the supervision of Julius, a centurion of the 

regiment of Augustus, set sail from Adramyttium, (in modern day Turkey) 
headed for Rome. God’s grace and provision was seen in the kindness 
of Julius in allowing Paul to disembark at Sidon to visit friends and have 
their needs met. Even in great di¬culty, God is faithful.

Life is filled with storms. The band of men faced a raging sea 
throughout the voyage. Such phrases as “the winds were contrary” 
(verse 4) and “the winds not su¨ering us” (verse 7) reveal the treachery. 
God the Father allows turbulence to remind us to trust Him.  

Always follow divine guidance and not the direction of mortals. 
Paul assured the company that the Angel of the Lord told him he would 
stand before Caesar (vv. 21-25). But rather than believing Paul’s divine 
instruction, Julius believed and trusted in the helmsman (v. 11). We must 
trust God, not men. If God assured Paul he would stand before Caesar, it 
should stand to reason the company would survive the treachery of the 
sea. Bro. Jack McDaniel once said while he and his wife, a¨ectionately 
known as Mrs. Peggy, were in Hawaii, the Lord gave him a message 
to preach to Farley Street, Waxahachie about planting a new mission 
(Heritage Baptist Church). As the plane took o¨ from Honolulu, he was 
apprehensive about the flight home. Mrs. Peggy reminded him of the 

message God gave him, and that God would not give him a message 
and then not let him survive the trip home to preach it. 

When turbulent winds blow, take your hands o¦ the helm and let 
God direct. In verse 15, we learn a valuable divine lesson. When things 
reel out of control, we are to do what the company at sea did—“And 
when the ship was caught, and could not bear up into the wind, we let 
her drive.” Great faith in God’s provision will cause us to let go and let 
God navigate us. 

When life’s baggage gets you down, relinquish it to the Father. 
We also learn that it is always best to rid ourselves of life’s heavy load 
in order to better adhere to God’s direction (vv. 18-19). We also learn 
that fear and lack of faith in God to sustain us, inhibits our appetite, thus 
adding to our weakness.  

   
THE LOOK

The victorious life in Christ calls for us to cast away the baggage 
of life that weights us down—and rather than to trust in the earthly 
helmsmen of our lives, trust in the one and only true and living God to 
plot and navigate our course (Hebrews 12:1).
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The gospel unhindered to all peoples
By PAUL GAUNTT
DATE: May 30, 2021
TEXT: Acts 28:17-31

THE HOOK
Scripture is clear—Christ desires that the whole world come to Him. But 

being omniscient, He knows that only a few will come (Matthew 7:13-14). 
And He knows who will come, and who will reject. But we do not know who 
will come, hence the command to “go ye into all the world and preach the 
gospel...” Paul was faithful to go, and He was meticulous about ensuring that 
his former reputation as a persecutor was not the reason he was presently 
incarcerated. Paul was absolutely cognizant of the need for total integrity as 
he proclaimed the gospel.  

THE BOOK
1. Paul meets with the leaders. Paul always went to the Jews first 

wherever he went. Spreading the gospel is done more e¬ciently 
when the leaders are on board with the message.  

2. Paul was passionate in making sure they knew he had not turned his 
back on Israel. It was his desire to show the link between the Mosaic 
Law and the law of grace.  

3. Paul wanted them to know he was innocent of any crimes against the 
law or the Jews. He knew many would misunderstand since he was 
in chains.  

4. He wanted them to know he was a prisoner because of his belief in 
Jesus Christ as the Son of God and the Hope of Israel.  

5. The response by the Jewish leaders to Paul was that they assured 
him they had not received any negative communication about him.  

6. The response by the Jewish leaders to the gospel was that some 
believed and some did not believe (v. 24). 

THE LOOK
Often, we are despondent because we are not totally successful in 

spreading the gospel. We must take courage and realize some will reject, and 
others will accept. Yet others will say, “We will hear you again.” It is all in the 

hands of God the Father. All we can be are mouthpieces for Him—not change 
agents. “And whosoever shall not receive you, nor hear your words, when 
ye depart out of that house or city, shake o  ̈the dust of your feet” (Matthew 
10:14).

Hospitality, friends, and encouragement
By PAUL GAUNTT
DATE: May 23, 2021
TEXT: Acts 28:1-16
 
THE HOOK

Everyone has an experience of giving and receiving hospitality. Paul and 
company seemed to be inundated with it wherever they went. I went with 
a party from Farley Street, Waxahachie, to Moore, Oklahoma to volunteer in 
the aftermath of the deadly tornado which cut a 14-mile swath of destruction 
throughout southern areas of Oklahoma City and decimated the city of Moore to 
the tune of $2 billion in damages in May 2013. We went there to help and were 
assigned to the task of delivering water and food to families standing in front of 
rubble that was once their homes. As we distributed the sandwiches, we were 

greeted by people who possessed an overwhelming spirit of joy and gladness. 
We would love to think that some of it was due to our e¨orts, but these people 
possessed an ecstatic joy that could only be sourced in Heaven. It is a blessed 
event to be in the presence of hospitality, friends and encouragement.  

THE BOOK
Hospitality in the midst of danger. When the ship went aground at Melita, 

Paul and company were confronted by hospitality from “a barbarous people.” 
The men could have easily been killed by the soldiers aboard the ship being 
afraid the prisoners would escape. But Julius commanded the soldiers to stand 
down. All made the swim to safety.

Opportunities to show God’s power. In gathering wood to build a fire, 

Paul was gripped by a venomous snake. It was the belief of the islanders that 
any man bitten by a poisonous snake was a murderer. But when he didn’t die, 
they accepted him all the more. Paul also prayed and laid hands on the father of 
the island governor. Many gifts and favors were bestowed upon Paul from the 
people. While the world hates the truths of God’s Word, they can be touched by 
the hand and ministry of God’s servants.  

THE LOOK
After studying this lesson, we should become even more emboldened and 

challenged to spread the message of the good news of Christ without fear, 
knowing that although many will respond negatively about the gospel, many will 
warmly receive it and express appreciation through hospitable acts.  

Paul Gauntt served for served for 16 years as the 
BMA of Texas Department of Church Ministries 
director. He has served several churches as pastor, 
and is a correspondent and featured article writer 
for Baptist Progress. Contact him at pop.gauntt@gmail.com.

God concerning the crucifixion in the commercial center of 
La Michuacana. I  told the people that Jesus went to the cross 
to pay for our sins, and the people were moved by the message. 
Some were touched by the Lord. They asked me for my address 
or phone number. One young man came out in tears when I 
passed him. God will bring those who are being saved to the 
Church.

MIKE WATT & TREVOR COWAN—
CROSS-WORK MISSION, TAHOKA 
MIKE.WATT@CROSSWORKCHURCH.ORG

Easter was a good time of outreach for our little church in 
our little town. Pray for us as we continue to knock on doors and 
offer prayer throughout our community. Our city of 2,600 is not 
so big that we could not knock on every door and pray for every 
home in our town. Pray that our feet are ready with the Gospel 
of peace!

CESAR LEAL—
NEW MISSION IN SAN ANTONIO 
CESARLEAL2002@YAHOO.COM

I preached publicly on Sundays and Wednesdays in addition 
to visiting homes. This is a time when God is opening many 

doors and He is glorifying Himself!!
SPENCER SIMPSON—
REDEEMER’S LOVE MISSION, HOUSTON 
SPNCRSMPSN@GMAIL.COM

We want to say thank you so much for the prayer, support 
and resources that you have provided our mission over the years. 
It has been vital to bringing us to where we are today, and we are 
excited to  become a self-sustaining church this summer because 
of all those efforts.

Prayer Needs:
Please continue to pray for our building up of godly families 

in southwest Houston, in particular, godly men that would be 
responsible fathers and husbands. Pray that the Lord would 
continue to build relationships with families and men in our 
community. We truly believe that southwest Houston could look 
totally different in generations to come as the gospel impacts 
families here, and we want BMA of Texas churches like ours to 
be a driving force behind that.

RONNIE MILLS—
KINGDOM CHAPEL MISSION, SAGINAW/NORTH FORT WORTH   
RONNIE@KCHAPEL.ORG

This month, we launched our midweek gathering called 

Wednesday Night Equip, and we’ve loved it so far! We’ve been 
growing through this month, focusing on being uniquely one as 
we are instructed in Ephesians 4. In Christ, having the same aim, 
yet being uniquely gifted, has been such a healthy thing for us 
as a church to embrace and has grown us as a church family. We 
also wrapped up our season in Ephesians, where we’ve been for 
the past three months on Sunday mornings. We want to thank 
you for all your continued prayers and support!

Prayer Needs:
As we gear up to reach our community, we’re asking that 

you pray for open doors to share the gospel and invite others 
into a relationship with Jesus. We hope to see a real change in 
our community for the Kingdom of God, and aim to gear our 
ministry around that this year.

BMA Texas Missions cont.

Heith Mitchell is the director of BMA of Texas Missions. 
Contact him at P.O. Box 73, Waxahachie, Texas 75168, 
972-923-0757 or hmitchell@bmatexas.org. For more 
information, visit www.bmatexasmissions.org.
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