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PREVENTION MONTH

Having served as director/editor of the Baptist Progress for over 20 years, 
Jerry Fulton informed the Baptist Progress Board of Trustees of his intention 
to resign as director/editor upon the completion of a leadership transition 
period, and his impending resignation was accepted March 11, 2025. 

A transition plan was discussed and set in motion in the meeting. The 
board met again April 1, 2025, and voted to present recommendations to the 
Baptist Missionary Association of Texas (BMA of Texas) at an executive 
committee meeting that has been called by BMA of Texas President Michael 
Pool that will take place at Pathway, Waxahachie at 11 a.m., May 20, 2025. 
An executive committee meeting is a special called meeting of the BMA of 
Texas at which all churches are allowed one executive committee member 
or messenger to vote on its behalf. We encourage your church to send an 
executive committee member (messenger) for this important meeting.

The recommendations include moving what is now the department/
institution known as the Baptist Progress under the umbrella of the Baptist 
Missionary Association Department of Missions as an agency of that 
department. 

While sound fiscal management of the Baptist Progress has been practiced, 
currently the department/institution operates on a barebones budget with no 
room to cover the ever-increasing costs of publishing, postage and salary 
increases on a long-term basis. While there is a healthy amount of funds in 
reserve to cover unexpected expenses, relying on reserved funds is only a 
short-term solution. 

Should the department/institution known as the Baptist Progress become 
an agency of the Baptist Missionary Association Department of Missions, it 
would allow for the combining of resources and staffing which would almost 
certainly ensure, enhance and expand the ministry of the Baptist Progress 
for years to come. Each BMA of Texas department director has endorsed the 
recommended change. 

The overall goal of the Baptist Progress Board of Trustees is to ensure that 
the informing and equipping ministry of the Baptist Missionary Association of 
Texas remains and expands. Should the Baptist Progress continue as a stand-
alone department, that simply would not be possible in the long-term. 

Therefore, the Baptist Progress Board of Trustees recommends the 
following:

I.  PROPOSED CHANGES TO CONSTITUTION OF 
    THE BAPTIST PROGRESS 
     (Recommended by the Baptist Progress Board of Trustees)

1.	 That the institution known as the Baptist Progress become an agency of 
the Department of Missions and that all employees, including the editor 
of the Baptist Progress be employed and supervised by the director of 
that department. 

2.	 That the Constitution of the Baptist Progress be abolished and the 
department/institution known as the Baptist Progress be dissolved May 
31, 2025.

II. PROPOSED CHANGES TO THE CONSTITUTION OF THE
    BAPTIST MISSIONARY ASSOCIATION OF TEXAS 
     (Recommended by the Baptist Progress Board of Trustees and the
     Department of Missions Board of Trustees) 

1.	 That in Article VII, Section 1, A of the Baptist Missionary Association of 
Texas Constitution and Bylaws the wording, “The Association shall elect a 
director/editor of Baptist Progress” be removed.

2.	 That Article VII—Department Directors, Section 2—Executive Director “E” 
becomes “F” and “E” reads as follows: 

E. To ensure that the Baptist Progress continually functions as an agency 
of the Department of Missions and as the informing and equipping 
ministry of the Association providing a regular publication, workshops, 
and training opportunities for churches, pastors, and church staff.  

III. PROPOSED CHANGES TO THE CONSTITUTION OF 
     THE DEPARTMENT OF MISSIONS
      (Recommended by the Department of Missions Board of Trustees)

1.	 That Article VI—Amendments be changed to Article VII—Amendments
2.	 That Article VI reads as follows:

Article VI—Baptist Progress
Section 1. 	 The Baptist Progress is an agency of the Department of 
Missions and serves as the informing and equipping ministry of the Baptist 
Missionary Association of Texas. 
Section 2. 	 Every issue of the Baptist Progress shall include news from 
each department of the Baptist Missionary Association of Texas, as submitted, 
and news from churches of the Baptist Missionary Association of Texas and 
from the departments of the Baptist Missionary Association of America as 
space permits. 
Section 3. 	 The Baptist Progress shall also offer workshops, training 
opportunities and other resources to pastors, church staff and churches.
Section 4. 	 The director of the Baptist Missionary Association of Texas 
Missions Department shall employ and supervise all employees of the Baptist 
Progress. 

FROM CHAIRMAN GARY SOUTHARD
As chairman of the Baptist Progress Board of Trustees, on behalf of the 

board, I express my appreciation to Bro. Jerry Fulton. Bro. Jerry’s resignation 
came as a surprise to our board, but we respect his decision to follow the 
leading of the Holy Spirit. He spent much time praying over his decision to 
step aside after 20-plus-years of faithful service to the Baptist Progress and 
the Baptist Missionary Association of Texas. Due to Bro. Jerry’s diligent 
leadership, the Baptist Progress is in good standing and will no doubt continue 
to be a great tool for the churches of the BMA of Texas for years to come. 

Please pray for this transition to be a new and exciting chapter in the 
longstanding history of the Baptist Progress. We pray all the best for Bro. 
Jerry and his wife, Cassie, as God continues to use them at First, Rice and the 
Baptist Missionary Loan Association. (SEE Q & A ON PAGE 11)

By BAPTIST PROGRESS TRUSTEES

Constitutional changes concerning ministry of Baptist Progress 
to be proposed at special called meeting of the BMA of Texas
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By JERRY FULTON

▲ Jerry Fulton

June is Anniversary Offering Month for 
Baptist Progress

Because I am convinced that Baptist Progress is a vital ministry 
of the Baptist Missionary Association of Texas, I strongly encourage 
your church to receive an anniversary offering for Baptist Progress 
during the month of June. 

Each year, during the month of June, churches, classes, groups, 
auxiliaries and individuals have been encouraged to give $1 for 
every year Baptist Progress has provided ministry to BMA of 
Texas churches. By the way, Baptist Progress has been around for 
113 years! But instead of simply sending $113, I encourage each 
church to take a plate offering so that a total goal of $20,000 can 
be reached to cover this ministry’s expenses as well as enhance and 
expand our efforts. 

If your church can give $500 along with 39 other churches, the 
goal will be met. Likewise, 20 churches giving $1,000 each will 
make it happen. It is easily doable, so let’s do it!

Offerings may be mailed to: Baptist Progress, P.O. Box 2085, 
Waxahachie, TX 75168.

PROSPOSED CHANGES
No doubt, you noticed and read the cover story of this issue. 

Be assured that I totally endorse each 
proposed constitutional change to be 
presented at the special called meeting 
of our churches May 20. In fact, I was 
instrumental in helping put together the 
recommendations and believe strongly 
that approving them will set Baptist 
Progress on a bright course for the 
future. Be assured Baptist Progress 
will still be a vital, full-functioning 
ministry of the BMA of Texas. The 
only change will be that it will be 
an agency of BMA Texas Missions 
instead of a department. I envision this 
ministry providing more information in 
more ways than ever to our churches. I encourage you to approve 
the recommendations. 

If you have any questions concerning the recommendations, 
feel free to email or better yet, call me, for further explanation at 
972-923-0756. Be assured that the Baptist Progress Trustees, BMA 
Texas Missions Director Heith Mitchell and I have poured over 
these recommendations with much prayer. I am confident of God’s 
will concerning the future of this ministry. 

MINISTRY CONNECTION WORKSHOP POSTPONED
Due to the special-called executive committee meeting concerning 

proposed changes for the Baptist Progress, the Ministry Connection 
Workshop, Every Member “In” Ministry, to be facilitated by 
Todd West, has been postponed until a later date. Thank you for 
understanding. Please see future issues of Baptist Progress or visit 
baptistprogress.org for the new date of the workshop. 
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By HEITH MITCHELL

A word from your Missions Office

▲ Kyle Cheatham

BMA TX MISSIONS continued on p. 10

Your Texas Missions will humbly take on the important 
responsibility of the Baptist Progress should you approve the 
proposed constitutional changes in the executive committee 
meeting May 20, 2025. We know how important this ministry 
is to our BMA Family and every ministry that comprises 
our partnerships. We know that it must continue. We believe 
in the importance of the physical paper that we are all used 
to and love.  We also understand the necessity to pursue 
multiple different avenues to connect with different ages and 
different cultures.

We can see a path for partnership that could dramatically 
reduce the costs of the Baptist Progress and allow for several 
staff to work together in this ministry. We do not believe 
that we are equipped to do better than the fine job that Bro. 
Jerry Fulton has done for decades. We do believe the Lord 
is orchestrating this change. We believe that God faithfully 
equips us when we follow His lead by faith. In Christ, I 
expect big things from a future agency known as the Baptist 
Progress.

To each BMA of Texas Missions giving partner, we 
want to assure you that your investments in missions will 
remain missions investments. You are faithful, and giving 
has increased by over 14 percent this year. We are humbly 
grateful and want to steward those funds faithfully as 
intended. We believe a Baptist Progress agency budget 
should sustain itself through shared costs and reductions that 
would come from no longer operating as a department. Of 
course, this would depend on continued partnerships with 
BMA churches and ministries.

As the director of BMA Texas Missions, I have also 
been assigned the role as executive director of the BMA of 
Texas, a duty assigned to me by each of you in the BMA 
of Texas Constitution. In that role, it is my responsibility 
to promote the BMA of Texas and each of our important 
ministry departments. I know that BMA of Texas churches 
are also BMA of America churches and also value each of the 
ministries that make up BMA of America. We are all better 
off in a healthy, thriving, informed BMA.  

In Christ, I trust that the future will mean Progress for 
BMA Baptists. Thy Kingdom come and Thy will be done.

A word from your missionaries
KYLE CHEATHAM—
GRACE CHURCH JARRELL MISSION    
KYLE@GRACEJARRELL.COM

One of the things I love 
most about our church is the 
willingness of our people to 
serve. We have four men who 
are becoming a teaching team 
to cover about 25 percent 
of the preaching throughout 
the year. I will oversee them 

and help to equip them, with all of us giving input. At our 
Member Meeting this month, I shared needs for a repair 
to a light fixture, for someone to oversee all maintenance 
needs, for someone to do data entry from visitor cards, and 
for someone to keep our sanctuary chairs straightened and 
stocked with Connect Cards, envelopes, etc. Before the 
day was over, all of those needs were covered with people 
enthusiastic to help. Additionally, so many of our people 
served our family at the memorial for my father-in-law and 
blessed us with food, time, help and more. It’s wonderful 
when the church family truly interacts as the Body of Christ!
Prayer Needs:

Please pray for wisdom and financial provision as the 
shop next to us in our shopping center has become available. 
Expanding would be a wonderful opportunity, especially due 
to the few space options in our small town. However, to do so 
would require a good bit of support.

BRAD CAULEY—CEDAR PARK MISSION 
BRAD@RT-CHURCH.ORG

God continues to build His 
love and grace through our 
community. Mark came to 
our group last year with a 
Catholic background, but not 
a vibrant faith in Jesus. We 
worked through conspiracy 
theories and many other ideas 
as we directed his heart to the 
Word of God. 

After a few months in the Word, Mark began to change. 
He eventually hosted our meeting in his home on Sunday 
evening, but had invited family and friends over for a party 
beforehand in hopes that they would join us in Bible study. 
Some stayed. His sister was not able to, but made sure to 
tell us how grateful she was for our Bible study because her 
brother had been changed through our time in the Word. 

A few months later, Mark brought his neighbor Bob to 
our meeting. Bob had no church background and was also 
concerned about conspiracy theories. After one Bible study, 
he was discussing those concerns as I tried to redirect the 
conversation to Christ. Mark finally interrupted and said, 
"You don't need to worry about all that. What you need is 
truth. Jesus is the truth. You just need Him!" What a change 
God has worked in Mark's heart and mind. 

A few months later, after being loved well by our people, 
Bob put his faith in Jesus and prayed to receive Christ with 
tears of joy around the room on March 16. Mark, our new 
evangelist, experienced the love of Christ, grew in the Lord 
and poured out that love on his neighbors, one of whom had 
his name written in the Lamb's book of life this month. What 
a faithful God we serve!
Prayer Needs:

Please pray for more members to share the love of Jesus 
with others and have the privilege of watching them receive 

Christ. Please ask for more favor with the community and 
opportunities to make relationships and to serve.

           

ERIC JORDAN—BREATH OF PRAISE—BROWNWOOD  
ERICABOPCC@AOL.COM

We have had wonderful 
testimonies about how the 
Word of God is transforming. 
People are now able to live 
in a way that pleases God 
understand that the Lord Jesus 
wants to live His life through 
them.
Prayer Needs:

That the Lord sends an Associate Pastor.

HAITAO HE—
FREE SALVATION BIBLE MISSION—CORPUS CHRISTI   
HAITAO.HE@BMATS.EDU

We have a young man with 
an addiction who is seeking 
help. He is struggling mentally 
and emotionally. We listen 
to him without judgment and 
share the story of the prodigal 
son that God welcomes back 
those who turn from their 
ways. We encourage him to 
live a lifestyle change to avoid any temptation and put God 
first. We are helping him with the process and praying for 
God's healing power to work on him.
Prayer Needs:

Pray that God will heal and renew the spirits for those who 
suffer from addiction and want to be set free.

▲ Brad Cauley

▲ Eric Jordan

▲ Haitao He

▲ First Church Campout ▲ Birthday Celebration at house 
church.

▲ Generational Investments ▲ The Next Generation



4 | April 2025

Jacksonville College is calling 
on its friends and supporting 
churches to join in a 20-day prayer 
challenge, asking God to provide 
40 new non-athlete students next 
semester.

Shawn Moore, dean of students 
at Jacksonville College, shares 
his heart behind this initiative: 
“For over 12 years, I’ve had the 
privilege of serving in church 
ministry - learning, growing, and 
helping create opportunities for 
people to encounter Christ. My 
passion for students is rooted in 
the belief that their time in college can be transformational. I 
want every student to grow in their faith, know their worth in 
Christ, and use their gifts to bless the world in His name.”

Recently, Moore felt led to pray specifically for students 
coming to Jacksonville College who are not athletes—students 
who will play a vital role in shaping campus culture and 
strengthening the spiritual community. 

As President David Erickson said, “We love our student 
athletes and we’re thankful for each one who chooses to 
compete for the glory of God on our teams. But the future of 
Jacksonville College needs a better-balanced student body with 
just as many athletes, but many more students who enroll at the 
College for other reasons. To that end we began our Zero Tuition 
Initiative, are revamping our enrollment department, and have 
significantly increased our visibility in the community.”

Dean Moore was burdened to do even more to bring new 
students to Jacksonville College. That led him to invite faculty 
and staff into a focused time of prayer, and now he extends 
the invitation to the churches. “This isn’t just about enrollment 
numbers—it’s about transforming lives,” Moore said. “We want 
students to come, not just to meet their goals, but to meet their 
Savior, encounter the Gospel, and experience GOD’s love.”

The prayer challenge is based on Matthew 9:37-38: Then he 
said to his disciples, “The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers 
are few; therefore pray earnestly to the Lord of the harvest to 
send out laborers into his harvest.”

For the next 20 days, Dean  Moore is asking churches, 
pastors, and individuals to pray specifically for these 40 students 
- students whose names we may not yet know, but whom GOD 
does.

“It may not seem like much, but 20 days of prayer could 
change the direction of 40 lives and the future of Jacksonville 
College,” Moore said. “I’m ready for 40 new students—are you 
ready to help bring them here through prayer?”

ABOUT JACKSONVILLE COLLEGE
Jacksonville College is a Jesus-centered institution committed 

to academic excellence and spiritual growth. Our mission is to 
“Provide Christ-centered teaching and training that prepares 
students to lead meaningful lives that transform the world.”

Jacksonville College 
launches 20 Days of 
Prayer for 40 Future 
Students
By JACKSONVILLE COLLEGE STAFF

▲ Shawn Moore
Jacksonville College held its 2025 homecoming 

celebration February 28 and March 1, 2025. An exciting 
feature of the weekend was hosting all homecoming activities 
on campus for the first time in several years. This was made 
possible by generous donations from alumni and supporters 
toward the refurbishment of Buckner Chapel. 

In anticipation of the big weekend, campus activities and 
themed dress up days were held for on-campus students 
throughout the week. The College also held a Preview Day 
for prospective students on Friday morning. Twenty-two 
potential Jaguars and their families joined us to hear about 
Jacksonville College and tour the campus. Alumni were 
welcomed to campus on Friday with lunch along with our 
prospective students.

Friday evening, alumni and other friends of the college 
gathered at Curtis Carroll Fieldhouse for the annual alumni 
meeting. A short concert from the JC Singers was a special 
treat for attendees. The Alumni Association also set up 
tables full of memorabilia and vintage Jag Swag available 
by donation. The crowd enjoyed a light supper coordinated 
by alumnus Craig Salsbury and conducted their annual 
business meeting. After the meeting, alumni, staff, and 
students gathered in Buckner Chapel for the return of the 
talent show. Dubbed Jaguar’s Got Talent, the show featured 
acts from students, alumni, and staff. It was a fun time for all 
who attended! The evening concluded with s’mores around 
fire pits set up outside the SUB. This was a special time of 
fellowship with alumni, students, and staff joining together 
to share their mutual love for the College. The Alumni 
Association graciously provided hot cocoa for the event.

Saturday kicked off with the annual Gathering of the Jags 
in Buckner Chapel. President Dr. David Erickson addressed 
the alumni and expressed gratitude for their faithful service 
to the college while providing a vision for the future of the 
college. Jacksonville College alumnus Amanda Erickson 
was honored as the Distinguished Alumni recipient for 2025. 
C.D. Walker was named as Coming Home Royalty and the 
“5s” classes were also recognized. The JC Singers performed 
along with the alumni choir.

While the alumni were gathering, a Family Day was 
held for our current students and their families. This gave 

parents and other family members a chance to see their 
students’ life at Jacksonville College. The events included 
team introductions, campus tours, athletic showcases, meet 
and greets, and lunch. Attendees also enjoyed hearing the JC 
Singers perform and had an address from President Erickson. 
With over 20 families in attendance, it was a successful first-
time event.

The day continued with individual alumni chapter 
luncheons. Most of the alumni chapters were able to enjoy 
lunch in the Little Cafeteria and meet on campus. The 
Kellar-Laird-Carroll chapter (attended JC 1935-1965), the 
Anderson-Orr-Small chapter (attended 1980-99), and the 
Crank-Ross chapter (attended 2000-present) all met on the 
College campus. With over 100 in attendance, the Bearden-
Bonner-Gaylor chapter (attended 1966-79) met at Craft 
Baptist Church.

A special part of the weekend was the dedication of the C. 
Barnwell and Annabelle Anderson Hall. A campus dormitory, 
formerly known as the Southern Baptist of Texas Convention 
Dorm, was renamed in recognition and honor of the 
Andersons service to Jacksonville College. The dedication, 
which included the unveiling of the new sign, took place at 
Mrs. Anderson’s home, adjacent to the College. Many friends 
and alumni were able to witness this meaningful dedication 
and reflect on the fond memories they have of the Andersons.

To close out the weekend, Jacksonville College students, 
staff, alumni, and families gathered at Curtis Carroll 
Fieldhouse for the first annual Jag Family FunFest. This fun 
event included bounce houses, lawn games, and table games 
for all to enjoy fellowship together. Food was provided by 
alumni Jonathan Wilson of JW’s Barbeque and attendees 
also enjoyed a popsicle truck, Frio’s. It was a delight to see 
many of our younger alumni and their families enjoying 
the festivities. A mini-Jag Store along with a photo booth 
were also available. It was a weekend filled with sharing 
old memories while making new ones. It is a rare thing for a 
junior college to have such a dedicated and involved alumni 
base and Jacksonville College is blessed with our many 
alumni and their generous support.  

For more information on Jacksonville College, visit www.
jacksonvillecollege.edu.

By MICHELLE KEARNEY
Jacksonville College Academic Dean

Jacksonville College Celebrates 
2025 Homecoming
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Ronnie J. Johnson, Ph.D., Professor of Christian 
Education at the Baptist Missionary Association Theological 
Seminary, received word that his article, “Inductive People 
Helping: Integrating Inductive Bible Study and the Process 
Model of Helping,” has been accepted for publication in 
the  Journal of Pastoral Care and Counseling (JPC&C). 
This peer-reviewed journal advances theory and professional 
practice through scholarly and reflective literature on 
pastoral care, counseling, education and research. The 
Association for Clinical Pastoral Education is a sponsor of 
the journal. 

Dr. Johnson’s article presents Inductive People Helping 
as a complementary approach to Bible-based counseling 
and discipleship. By applying principles of Inductive Bible 
Study, the goal is to assist pastors, ministers and lay leaders 
in using their existing knowledge of inductive-Bible-study 
questions to understand individuals in need. To be clear, 

the article does not support 
integrating secular counseling 
m e t h o d s  w i t h  C h r i s t i a n 
counseling. Rather, it can assist 
those familiar with Inductive 
Bible Study in integrating the 
questions they use for Bible 
s t u d y  i n t o  c o u n s e l i n g  o r 
discipleship. This approach has 
the potential to significantly 
enhance the practice of pastoral 
care and biblical counseling. 
Dr. Johnson is eager to support 
pastors and churches in counseling ministry.

An online version of the article can viewed  here: https://
journals.sagepub.com/share/GXJBZDDDGQWQBIIKC4N
H?target=10.1177/15423050251327094.

Professor’s article to be published
By MIRANDA LUSTIG
BMA Seminary Assistant to the Vice President/Dean, Academics

▲ Dr. Ronnie Johnson

Our Heavenly Father has not promised that every 
political leader will become pure and righteous if we 
pray, but He still commands us to pray for our leaders 
and those of other nations as well. The Bible says, 
“I exhort therefore, that, first of all, supplications, 
prayers ,  in tercess ions ,  and  g iv ing  o f  thanks ,  be 
made for all men.  For kings, and for all that are in 
authority; that we may lead a quiet and peaceable life 
in all godliness and honesty” (1 Timothy 2:1-2).

You might say the world is still rocked by conflicts 
and corruption and lawlessness but let me ask you 
a question. How much worse would the world be if 
God’s people did not pray? What if we simply gave 
up and allowed the devil  to carry on his schemes 
without interference? We may never know what impact 
our prayers are having—but God is still at work in 
response to the prayers of Christians.  

“I’ve never  witnessed such intense hatred and 
vitriol in Washington D.C.  The disdain between the 
Democratic and Republican parties has plunged to new 
depths.  The drive to rule is tearing our country apart.”  

—	 Lloyd Ogilvie
I .  “ P r a y i n g  a l w a y s  w i t h  a l l  p r a y e r  a n d 

supplication in the Spirit ,  and watching thereunto 
with all perseverance and supplication for all saints” 
(Ephesians 6:18).

Pray for our leaders, for wisdom and guidance in the 
days to come. Pray for both parties, that they will put 
aside their animosity and partisan politics for the sake 
of the unity of our great nation. Pray that the hostility 
will cease, and that peacemakers from both sides of 
the aisle will provide the courageous leadership so 
desperately needed.

W h e n  B e n j a m i n  F r a n k l i n  e m e rg e d  f r o m  t h e 
Cons t i tu t iona l  Convent ion  in  Ph i lade lph ia  a f te r 
helping forge the U.S. Constitution, he was asked what 
sort of government the delegates had created. His reply 
was, “A republic, if you can keep it.”  Billy Graham

Our  na t ion  was  born  in  a  ques t  fo r  r e l ig ious 
liberty and founded on Christian moral and spiritual 
principles.  John Adams, an original signer of the 
Declaration of Independence and our second president, 
wrote a profound letter to the Massachusetts Militia in 
the fall of 1798, saying: “Our Constitution was made 
only for a moral and religious people.  It is wholly 
inadequate to the government of any other.”

II. James 5:16 – “Confess your faults one to another, 
and pray one for another, that ye may be healed.  The 
effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth 
much.”

1 Timothy 2:1-2 – “I exhort therefore, that, first of 
all, supplications, prayers, intercessions, and giving 
of thanks, be made for all men.  For kings, and for 
all that are in authority; that we may lead a quiet and 
peaceable life in all godliness and honesty.”

W h a t  a  d i f f i c u l t  a n d  d i f f e r e n t  a p p r o a c h  t o 
governmental authority.  Even if we disagree, we are 
to pray for those who rule the daily affairs of our lives.

The early church had been accused of action against 
the decrees of Caesar and having another king, Jesus 
Himsel f  (Acts  17:7) .   Thei r  enemies  e ffec t ive ly 
accused them of dissatisfaction with the ruling parties.  
Paul encouraged these early believers to look to God 
as the One who had placed these men in authority.

•	 Pray that they would have wisdom. This was 
Solomon’s prayer as he ruled the nation of Israel 

- that he would have “an understanding mind to 
govern the people” (1 Kings 3:9).  Pray that our 
leaders would have wisdom to know right and the 
strength to do it.

•	 Pray that they would have discernment. This 
is the ability to know right from wrong; to know 
God’s leading as opposed to the leading of the 
enemy (1 Kings 3:9). Pray that God would protect 
them from lies and deception.

•	 Pray that they would be instruments of God. 
This was Paul’s instruction in Romans 13:4; that 
rulers, authorities, and governing bodies were 
actually “servants of God.” Pray that our leaders 
would  lead a  socie ty  marked by t ranqui l i ty, 
godliness, and dignity

Oh, how we need all Christians to rise up in prayer. 
God can and will hear us as we pray.

Should we still pray for our political leaders?
By JOHN M. ADAMS, DMIN
Moral Action Executive Director



April 2025 | 7

Jordan M. Tew is the executive director of 
Baptist Publishing House. Contact him at P.O. 
Box 279, Jacksonville, Texas 75766, 800-333-
1442 or baptistpublishing@gmail.com. For more 
information, visit www.baptistpublishinghouse.com.

In 2010, longtime BMA pastor Charles Burdett started 
a foundation in memory of his grandson, Jade, who 
passed away in a car accident when he was just 13-years-
old. Even at such a young age, Jade had a passion for 
the gospel. Burdett started the Jade Jarrett Foundation 
to honor that passion. Over the years, the foundation 
that bears Jade’s name has been dedicated to serving and 
training future ministers and missionaries in a variety 
of ways, but it is now focused primarily on providing 
scholarships to students seeking to serve Jesus Christ and 
His church in various ministry positions.

Recently, one such future minister received a $2,500 
scholarship from the Jade Jarrett Foundation toward 
her studies at Jacksonville College. Twyla Sandel is a 
freshman from Longview who is completing her basics 
at Jacksonville College with plans to pursue a degree in 
worship studies at East Texas Baptist University next year 
with a hope to one day use her talents and gifts to serve 
in youth and worship ministries. While at Jacksonville 
College, Twyla has been an excellent and dedicated 
student who has also excelled on the soccer team, the 
worship team and the Jacksonville College Singers.

The Jade Jarrett  Foundation gives out multiple 
scholarships every year to deserving students pursuing 
ministry degrees at  Christian colleges.  If  you are 
interested in applying for a scholarship, please contact 
Bertram Cooper at bertram_c@hotmail.com for an 
application.

BMA pastor’s love for 
ministry continues at 
Jacksonville College

By CHRIS DRIVER
Baptist Progress Correspondent

▲ Pictured left to right: Dr. David Erickson, Jacksonville 
College president; Twyla Sandel and Bert Cooper, Jade Jarrett 
Foundation president

Dear Churches,
I am coming humbly to you to ask for some help. 

Baptist Publishing House (BPH) is a ministry that is 
only made possible by the local church. Simply put, we 
exist because you want us to exist. We exist for you and 
because of you. We are here to serve you.

As a ministry, our goal is to be a blessing to you and 
provide resources to you. In our endeavor to provide 
these resources, we have several financial expenses. 
These expenses include practical things such as paper 
and shipping, and things you may not think of such as 
insurance and computer software.

BPH is a growing ministry because the demand for our 
resources is growing. Over the past few years, we have 
seen more books printed, new curriculum developed, 
more Spanish language resources made available, and we 
have been provide help to missionaries and churches in 
need. There is still so much that needs to be done. I have 
been completely amazed to see how the Lord has blessed 
this ministry.

HERE ARE THE FACTS:
•	 BPH has no debt (praise the Lord).
•	 BPH has finished with a financial surplus the past 

5 years.
•	 BPH has consistently seen an increase in financial 

resources each of the last 5 years.
•	 Roughly, less than 25% of BMA churches support 

this BMA national department through regular 
financial support.

WHAT DOES BPH DO WITH OUR MONEY?
•	 We produce more books (printed and digital).
•	 We develop new resources.
•	 We provide free curriculum to missionaries and 

churches in need.
•	 We train local churches and associations in Bible 

study and teaching.
•	 We help fund the printing of BMA literature in 

places like Mexico and Africa.
BPH is a safe place to invest your financial support. 

This ministry is designed to receive what churches 
give, turn around, and then provide churches with 
resources and tools. In a sense, supporting BPH is akin 
to supporting churches in your town, your state, and 
worldwide.

What does BPH need? While we are currently making 
budget with some to spare, we need regular support in 
order to keep growing.

Here is the good news: We can do a lot with a little. 
We are blessed to not have high operating and 

administrative costs hanging over us. Therefore, modest 
giving goes a long way. If your church is part of the 
nearly 75% of churches that do not support this ministry 
through regular financial giving, let me encourage you to 
consider how much your support would help us.

I know it can be overwhelming to think about all the 
ministries that need help. So, please hear me carefully 
here: 

“We do not want you to financially support us if it is 

going to be a burden to your church or take away from 
your ability to support missionaries.”

However, if you can realistically budget a monthly or 
quarterly amount to send us as support, that would be so 
helpful. It might be something as simple as $50 or $100 
per month or a percentage-based approach may be better 
for you. Each church must do what is best for them.

What may seem like a small amount of support will 
actually make the difference.

PROJECTS ON THE HORIZON:
•	 Development of new Student Ministry Sunday 

School (7th-12th grade)
•	 Printing the final DiscipleKidz book
•	 Bible study and teacher trainings in Bolivia, 

Florida, Mississippi, etc.
•	 Bringing more out-of-print BMA books back to life.
•	 Printing more materials in Spanish

SPECIFIC NEEDS:
(These may be good projects for a church or 

association to “adopt.”)
•	 $6,000: Development of new Youth Curriculum
•	 $5,000: New Computers
•	 $3,000: New Printer and Supplies
•	 $5,000: Rework and Reprint the "Guide to God" 

New Testaments
I want to thank you for taking the time to read this 

letter. I know finances is a sensitive topic, but I also 
understand that the local churches must know our 
financial status and our needs. There is no ministry more 
important or necessary than the local church. Therefore, I 
submit this letter to you with gravity, humility, and care. 
If your church can help us, then we can certainly use that. 

Again, if your church cannot help us without causing 
a financial burden to your church or missionary 
support, then please use your support for those items 
instead.

If you would like to contact me directly to discuss 
financial support for Baptist Publishing House, please 
feel free to call my cell phone at 903-810-7821 or email 
me at baptistpublishing@gmail.com. I will be happy to 
visit with you!

May God bless you and your church!

In Christ Alone, 

  

Jordan M. Tew

Special Request from BPH 
Executive Director Jordan Tew
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By JASON CURRY

Jason Curry is the president of the Texas Baptist 
Home for Children. Contact him at 629 Farley St, 
Waxahachie, Texas 75165, 972-937-1321 or jcurry@
tbhc.org. For more information, visit www.tbhc.org.

An Expression of Everlasting Love
Many of our friends choose to honor or remember a 
family member, a friend, or an associate with a gift for 
the children of the Baptist Home. Texas Baptist Home for 
Children, in turn, notifies the appropriate person. Listed in 
capital letters are those honored or remembered from Mar. 
1-31, 2025.

ENDOWMENTS
E. ANN PACE: Karl Pace 

MYRA STOKES: Bill Stokes

HONORARIUMS

DR. BARRY HAIL’S 60TH BIRTHDAY: Charles & Charlotte 

Johnson

MEMORIALS
ANN BAGGETT: Temple Baptist Church, Mexia

ANN BROWN: Jed & Glenice Whitaker; Bobby & Lillian 

Trimble 

AUBREY GAIL STANLEY: Jed & Glenice Whitaker

AZELL CHEVALIER: Jed & Glenice Whitaker

BUDDY & LULU HAZELL: Cheryl Briscoe

CECIL DOWNEY: Carlie Downey

CHARLES MITCHELL: Gay Mitchell

DAVID LOHMAN: Sandra Lohman

DIANE REEVES: Jed & Glenice Whitaker 

DON MEADOR: Jed & Glenice Whitaker

DOUGLAS REEVES: Jed & Glenice Whitaker

GENA CATES WOOD: Fay Baker 

J.C. WHITE: China Grove Baptist Church, Eustace

JAMES MURPHY: Jed & Glenice Whitaker

JAMES PIERCE: Jed & Glenice Whitaker

JETT & SOPHIA: Tiphany Hood

JO ANN BLAYLOCK: Carol Bass

KAY AND JOHN N WOLCOTT: Gay Mitchell 

LARRY HODGES: Judy Millican

LINDA MURRAY: Jed & Glenice Whitaker

LOVITA OUIMET: James Ouimet

MIKE DOWDEN: Charles & Charlotte Johnson

MIKE MILLS: Marilyn Mills

NORMA JEAN AGA: Barry & Sherry Hail

OPAL H.: Ann Rose

PATSY SWANNER: Jed & Glenice Whitaker; Jimmy & Carla 

Shipp; Mary Ann Patterson; Gilmer National Bank; Charles 

& Lana Turner; Henry & Renesia Wilburn; Philip & Deborah 

Howell; Rosewood Baptist Church, Gilmer; Leon & Priscilla 

McCauley; F.B.I Class Rosewood Baptist Church; Stacy 

Wiliamson; Glenda Sustaire

PEGGY FERRELL: Fay Baker 

RITA CROSSLAND: Jed & Glenice Whitaker 

ROBERT LOHMAN: Sandra Lohman

April is Child Abuse Prevention Month, a time of great 
importance to TBHC. We believe it is one of the most 
impactful initiatives for children entering our care. Abuse can 
take many forms, including physical, emotional, sexual and 
neglect. It is crucial to recognize and address these issues to 
protect and support vulnerable children. 

As many of you know, our ministry is dedicated to caring 
for these children. While the effort is costly, it is even 
more costly to ignore the problems facing kids in our own 
backyards. Our BMA association of churches is vast and, 
together, we can positively impact children’s futures. We are 
always seeking to stop the cycle of trauma. By engaging with 
families and children in care, we hope to end the cycle of 
abuse with them. 

Perhaps you have felt called by God to help stop this 
cycle. It only takes one person to make a difference, and God 
can use His children to improve the lives of those in foster 
care. TBHC trains families to be therapeutic, helping them 
understand what the child is going through and guiding them 
towards victory rather than continuing in victimhood. 

Churches can play a vital role in transforming a child’s 
life. You can open your hearts and homes to kids and 

families, sharing the love of Christ and ministering to people 
in your community. I encourage you to adopt an “if we build 
it, they will come” approach. 

Many of you may think there are no families out there 
that could be served by us, but that is not true. Families are 
everywhere—at the egg hunt, Mother’s Day events, food 
pantry or simply walking down the street. It can be as simple 
as having a fund to meet someone’s needs. If we, as the 
people of God, come together to help break the cycle of abuse 
in families, we can be a source of hope for children today and 
a source of transformation for families in the future. 

If you would like to connect with our ministry, I invite 
you to join our email newsletter. Email us at www.tbhc.org to 
join our e-news. Thank you for helping give kids a chance for 
hope. I’m just sayin’.

Child Abuse Prevention Month

PAUL HEUERMANN
Paul Davis Heuermann, 75, of Conroe, passed away March 16, 
2025. He was born March 28, 1949. He attended Sam Houston 
University, Jacksonville College and the Baptist Theological 
Seminary in Jacksonville. He surrendered to special service at 
the age of 14 and to the ministry at the age of 18. Heuermann 
began his ministry pastoring churches at the age of 18 in 1967. 

Over the years he pastored seven churches. 
He served as a missionary for 13 years. 
After returning to the states from Africa, he 
pastored two churches, Freestone, Teague 
and New Bethlehem, Cut and Shoot where 
he was pastoring at the time of his death. 
Services were at New Bethlehem, Cut and Shoot March 22, 2025. 
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By CHARLOTTE JOHNSON
Texas WMA Second Vice President

Texas WMA 2025 Theme: A Cup of Friendship

Let’s take a moment and consider a cup, then make some 
comparisons with a woman’s life.   

First, most cups have handles. A woman must handle 
many aspects of life, and generally, all women handle things 
differently.  There are various things that must be dealt 
with daily; some have illnesses, some might have wayward 
children, some may be dealing with a divorce, some might 
have sick or aging parents for whom they care. In the fourth 
chapter of John, the woman at the well had a lot to handle in 
her life. She had been married numerous times and was living 
someone who was not her husband.  She had to handle the 
other women in the town not socializing with her when she 
came to draw water.  Jesus knew all she had to handle. But, 
when the Samaritan woman met Jesus that day, He filled her 
cup with living water.

Is your cup filled with living water? That is the first step 
that any woman or anyone should take. Meet Jesus, let Him 
fill your cup with living water. Then, share that cup of living 
water with a friend.  Mark 9:35-40 says, “For whosoever 
shall give you a cup of water to drink in my name, because 
you belong to Christ, verily I say unto you, he shall not lose 
his reward.” 

Next, sometimes cups are overfilled.  Maybe too much 
coffee or too much creamer. It is much too easy for women’s 
lives to be filled to overflowing. They are sometimes filled 
with really good things, sometimes not, sometimes maybe 
even with sweet things, but it can be exhausting. All these 
things can overwhelm and cause a lack of focus on the most 
important issues of life.  

Are you allowing yourself to be overwhelmed? Christian 
women inherently show kindness as they serve the Lord, 
but one must learn to prioritize.  Burnout does no one any 
good. Women should give themselves permission to refresh 
and recharge. Psalm 46:10 says, “Be still, and know that I am 
God!” Take time out to be with Jesus.

As a cup is held, or perhaps gripped, and kept level to 
keep it from spilling, one must allow the Lord to keep us in 
His grip and guide our lives.  

Have you ever heard anyone say, “Whoa!,” when their cup 
if filled to just the right level? As a woman busies herself with 
life, sometimes she just needs to say, “Whoa!,” and take time 
to rest within His grip, safe in the arms of Jesus.

What is being poured into your cup? Are they good things 
or perhaps just busy things? It should be good things—Jesus’ 
things—being poured in, so sight of what He is guiding us to 
do is never lost.  

 Do you collect cups?  Do you have a favorite cup you 
drink from? Do you collect new friends, even though you 

have your favorite friends, with whom you spend time? 
Women often think there is nothing sweeter than sharing a 
cup of coffee, tea, or something else with a friend. But there 
is. It is sharing a cup of Jesus with someone who does not 
know Him.

Do not forget that the Texas WMA will host a ladies’ 
retreat at Rosewood, Gilmer July  25-26, 2025. The theme, 
A Cup of Friendship is based on John 15:13, “Greater love 
hath no man than this, that a man lay down his life for his 
friends.” 

Make arrangements to come share a cup of Jesus with 
old friends, with new friends, or better yet, encourage an 
acquaintance to attend (or even bring them with you) so that 
their cup can be filled with His living water.

WMA PROJECT RELATED PRAYER REQUEST
Pray for two new TBHC families in east Texas. There are 

two; one senior adult and one is a young married family.

WMA PROJECT TOTALS UPDATE
As of the Baptist Progress April publication date, the state 

WMA has received $13,122 of our $30,000 goal for TBHC.

IMPORTANT AUXILIARY DATES AND INFORMATION
•	 July 19, 2025: State Sunbeams, Jacksonville College, 

9 a.m.–3 p.m.

•	 July 25–26, 2025: Texas WMA 
Retreat ,  Rosewood Baptist 
Church, Gilmer

•	 September 13, 2025: Houston-
Anderson District WMA, First 
Baptist Church, Slocum

Be sure to check the WMA website, 
www.texaswma.com, for complete details on events.
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BMA Texas Missions cont.

▲ Jose Torres

KEVIN WILLIAMS—PORT ARTHUR MISSION    
MR.WILLIAMSP121@GMAIL.COM

A lemonade stand was not 
what I would have expected 
God to use as a bridge to 
crack open doors into our 
neighborhood,  but  that 's 
exactly what happened a few 
weeks ago. As I took my 
children to knock on doors and 
let neighbors know that they 
would be selling lemonade, I had some good conversations. 
One in particular was with a lady named Irasema who lives 
a couple houses down from us. We have had contact before, 
but it had been a while since we had talked with her. I told 
her that we had started having Bible study on Sundays in our 
home and invited her to join us. She told me before that she 
attends the Catholic church a couple blocks away. However, 
she expressed interest and went so far as to say, "I believe 
God has brought you into my life for a reason."

She has yet to attend, which I believe is due to shyness, so 
I plan to go by this week and try to touch base and encourage 
her. Please be in prayer for Irasema and ask the Lord to work 
in her to draw her to Himself.
Prayer Needs:

Please be in prayer for continued physical and spiritual 
protection for our family. Also, pray for Roberto and Betsy, 
who are basically part of our core team, as we have been 
discipling them for several months now. Lastly, pray for 
the seeds planted with neighbors and coworkers through 
conversations to grow into opportunities for full gospel 
conversations.

JOSE TORRES—
IGLESIA NUEVA VIDE EN CRISTO—TYLER    
JOSETORRES@GMAIL.COM

God’s  Word has  been 
chal lenging us  to  a  ful l 
surrender to serve our Lord at 
Iglesia Nueva Vida en Cristo 
of Tyler. There is no doubt 
that God is with us. We sense 
His presence in our lives but 
especially when we gather for 
worship. He is being praised 
in spirit and in truth, and when that happens, He speaks to us 
and directs us to what is next. 

What is next at Nueva Vida is for us to surrender and 
serve. We are being challenged to serve our Lord with what 
He has given us. We have a small band of believers. We do 
not have our own building, but there is a true church forming. 
We look forward to hosting three exciting events involving 
other churches and plants in our area that will give us a great 
opportunity to put our service into action. God is good, and 
so are the churches of the BMA of Texas.
Prayer Needs:

I ask for your prayers for three events in our area 
association that we will be hosting in the coming months, 
a Sunday school workshop in a few more days, our east 
Texas church meeting in June, and a women's meeting in 
September. We are very excited about this blessing but we 
need prayer that the name of the Lord will be exalted in these 
events.

ISAIAS MARTINEZ—CONROE MISSION   
ISAIASMJ1966@GMAIL.COM

During this month we 
were able to deepen the work 
of the prayer and discipleship 
cells, organizing a new cell. 
To God be the Glory!
Prayer Needs:

Please pray for our church 
as we move toward having a 
place of our own.

    
CHRIS DRIVER—
WEST TEXAS MULTIPLICATION NETWORK/ 
TEXAS MISSIONARY CARE 
CJDRIVER316@GMAIL.COM

Howdy from west Texas! 
Things continue to go well 
here in west Texas, except for 
the two major dirt storms that 
came through last month. We 
continue to grow and have 
new visitors almost every 
week. We are finally making 
some progress in Sundown 
and even the college. We hope to have a new group started 
in Sundown in the next few months. Thank you for your 
support and your prayers.
Prayer Needs:

Ministry van
Coffee shop/trailer ministry start up

▲ Kevin Williams

▲ Isaias Martinez

New group to form in Sundown
Open doors for the gospel

Heith Mitchell is the director of BMA of Texas Missions. 
Contact him at P.O. Box 73, Waxahachie, Texas 75168, 
972-923-0757 or hmitchell@bmatexas.org. For more 
information, visit www.bmatexasmissions.org.

▲ Singing happy birthday

▲ Celebrating birthdays with a 
meal

▲ Training offering counting ▲ Preparing for the Lord's Supper

▲ Chris Driver

▲ Ministry challenges in west Texas are different.

BMA OF AMERICA 
NATIONAL MEETING SCHEDULE

PATHWAY BAPTIST CHURCH • WAXAHACHIE, TEXAS
APRIL 22, 2025	
5: 30-7: 15 p.m.	 Registration Open
6:00 p.m.		 Send Me - A Celebration of
		  75 Years of Global Missions
7:00 p.m.		 Break
7:15 p.m.		  Worship
		  Pathway Worship Team
		  President’s Message - Bro. Charles Johnson 
8:15 p.m.		  First Business Session

APRIL 23, 2025	
7:15 a.m.		  New BMA Pastors Orientation
8:00 a.m.		 Brotherhood Meeting—Pathway Baptist Church
		  Committee Meetings—Pathway Baptist Church
		  WMA Meeting Registration—Heritage Baptist 
Church
8:30 a.m.		 WMA Women's Conference—Heritage Baptist 	
		  Church
8:30-9:00 a.m.	 Registration Open
9:00 a.m.		 Pastors Conference - Pathway Baptist Church
11:30 a.m.		 Lunch Break
12:00 p.m.	 Women's Luncheon
		  Registration Open
1:00 p.m.		 Second Business Session—Directors Reports—	
		  Pathway Baptist Church
		  WMA Business Meeting—Heritage Baptist 
Church
3:15 p.m.		  Break
3:30 p.m.		 Legacy Missionary Celebration/Missionary 	
		  Commissioning
4:45 p.m.		 Break for Dinner
6:00-6:30 p.m.	 Registration Open
6:30 p.m.		 Worship
		  Oak Park Baptist Worship Team
		  Annual Message—Bro Gary O’Neal
7:30 p.m.		 Break
7:45 p.m.		 Third Business Session
9:00 p.m.		 Late Night Preaching Lab
		  Dr. Clif Johnson

APRIL 24, 2025	
Fourth Business Session, if necessary

All meeting reports, recommendations and information may be viewed at 
https://bmaamerica.org/nationalmeeting/



April 2025 | 11

2025 BMA OF AMERICA MEETING
WHEN: April 22-24, 2025
WHERE: Pathway Baptist Church, Waxahachie

2025 SOAR STUDENT CONFERENCE
WHEN: July 2-4, 2025
WHERE: Loews Arlington Hotel, Arlington, Texas

2025 BMA OF TEXAS MEETING
WHEN: Nov. 17-18, 2025
WHERE: Pathway Baptist Church, Waxahachie

Questions and answers concerning 
the special called meeting May 20

AVAILABLE MINISTRY POSITIONS
PASTOR—First Missionary, Terrell is seeking a bivocational pastor. 
contact Bro. Buddy Sadler at 469-410-0468.

PASTOR—Hubbard Chapel, Quitman is seeking a bivocational 
pastor. Send resume to Donnie Hutchison, 232 RCR 4310, Point, 
Texas 75472 or to Yellerbuzzard70@gmail.com. Call 903-598-2520 
for more information. The church is located at FM 778 and CR 
2590, near Quitman. 5/25

PASTOR—First, Flynn is seeking a full-time pastor. For information, 
email embry936@gmail.com. The church's address is P.O. Box 13, 
Flynn, Texas. 77871. 5/25

YOUTH/MUSIC MINISTER—Central,Texarkana is seeking a part-
time minister of youth and a part-time minister of music. Inquiries 
or resumes may be sent to musicsearch@centraltexarkana.org or 
youthsearchcbc@gmail.com. 5/25

PASTOR—Calvary, Arlington is seeking a bivocational pastor.  
Email resumes to psc@calvarybaptistarlington.org. 4/25

YOUTH MINISTRY LEADER—First, Palmer is seeking a full-time 
youth ministry leader. For more information, email Pastor Gary 
Southard at pastor@fbcpalmer.org. TFN

PASTOR—Bethel, Clayton is seeking a pastor. Send resume to Joe 
Ogden, 563 CR183, Carthage, Texas 75633 or call 903-692-0000. 
A parsonage is available for the pastor. The church is located at 
160 CR1521, Clayton. Jerry Phillips is currently serving as interim 
pastor. TFN

CAMERON LOE is the new pastor of Old Bethel, Canton.

Already, a few questions have come to us concerning 
the upcoming executive committee meeting of the BMA of 
Texas, so please see questions and answers to those questions 
and others we imagine you might ask below:

Q: 	 What will take place at the meeting? 
A: 	 The meeting will convene at Pathway, Waxahachie 

at 11 a.m. on May 20. The meeting will be called to order and 
there will be a first session. Proposed constitutional changes 
will be presented by the trustees of the Baptist Progress and 
the trustees of BMA Texas Missions. Motions and seconds 
will be made for the proposed changes to be approved. Then, 
there will be discussion. Following the discussion, there will 
be a short break. Then, the meeting will resume for a vote 
as constitutional changes must be voted on in a subsequent 
session.

Q: 	 Have measures been put in place to ensure that 
the Baptist Progress will not simply become a newspaper 
of the Missions Department? 

A: 	 Yes! You will notice that proposed changes are 
being made to the BMA of Texas Constitution that will 
ensure the current ministry efforts of the Baptist Progress, 
including a monthly newspaper, training opportunities and 
more, will continue. The only difference will be that the 
Baptist Progress will become an agency of the Missions 
Department. Every BMA of Texas department director has 
read, contributed to and endorsed the proposed changes. 

Q: 	 How will the new editor be chosen? 
A: 	 As an employee of the Missions Department, 

the editor will be hired by the director of the Missions 
Department. Because the editor would no longer be a 
department director, he will not be elected by the association, 
but again will be employed by the Missions Department, 
much like ministry coordinators are hired by department 
directors with BMA Global Missions and Lifeword. So, this 
is not something that is unprecedented. 

Q: 	 Who will be hired as the new editor? 
A: 	 The person selected to be the new editor, should the 

proposed changes be approved, is Chris Driver. Following 
service in the Air Force, Chris surrendered his life to preach 
the gospel and has been involved in vocational ministry ever 
since that time. He has served as a youth pastor as well as 
the pastor of three churches. Most recently, he has planted a 
church in Levelland as a state missionary and serves as the 
missionary care coordinator for the Missions Department.

Q: 	 Will Chris’ office be in 
Waxahachie?

A: 	 Yes, Chris will have 
an office in the BMA of Texas 
Office Building in Waxahachie, 
and he will commute at least 
every other week. However, he 
will continue to live and serve as 
pastor in Levelland. Under the 
Missions Department, he will 
serve in a combined position as 
editor and missionary/pastor care 
coordinator. Combining those 
positions will not only save 
the Baptist Progress money in 
contributing to his salary. It will also give him the opportunity to 
travel and call on pastors, hear their stories and contribute more 
special-interest stories to the Baptist Progress. If the editor has 
a laptop and Internet access, he can do his job from anywhere. 
The location from which the editor does his work will not be a 
concern. 

Q: 	 What does the current editor have to say about the 
changes? 

A: 	 Like every other department director, Jerry Fulton 
contributed to and fully endorses all the recommended changes. 
Fulton said, “No longer will the Baptist Progress have to operate 
on a barebones budget and be a one-man show. The freeing of 
resources will allow for the ministry to expand through better 
and more communication avenues.

“Should our churches approve the recommended changes, 
I am incredibly excited that Chris Driver will serve as editor. 
Chris is one of the godliest men I know, and I know him well. In 
fact, Chris has his own room in our home as he most often stays 
with us when he is in Waxahachie. His work ethic is impeccable, 
and he is an excellent writer. Chris knows how to tell a story. 
He is a great public speaker and preacher of the gospel. I know 
Chris will take things to the next level with this vital ministry. 

“Another thing that I want to stress to our churches is that one 
or two men alone are not recommending the proposed changes. 
Instead, at least 30 men (directors and trustees) have bathed 
this matter in prayer over a long period of time and believe the 
proposed changes to be God’s will.”

If you have any other questions, please contact Editor 
Jerry Fulton before the special-called meeting. It is better 
to have your questions answered now than to wait until the 
meeting. No one else, will have more thorough answers than 
Bro. Fulton. He may be reached at 972-923-0756 (office) or 
972-351-3326 (cell). Call him day or night. 

▲ Chris Driver
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Get a FREE EMAIL subscription 
with your paid mail subscription

Don’t miss any more news from Baptist Progress!

If you subscribe by mail, you have no idea how much 
news you are missing from your informing and 
equipping ministry, Baptist Progress.

Because we care that you get all the news, we are 
now o� ering a free email subscription with every 
mail subscription to Baptist Progress. 

In addition to the e-News Update, on the weeks 
a newspaper is not published, you will receive 
late-breaking news from BMA departments, 
conference and workshop information, 
death announcements and more via email 
with this free subscription.

To take advantage of this opportunity 
to add a free email subscription to 
your mail subscription, contact Lisa 

Maynard at lisa@bmatexas.org or 
call 972-923-0756 today. 

There is no reason to ever 
miss any BMA news again. 
Contact her today!

Evangelistic International Ministries (EIM) is excited to announce the release of its 2025 
VBS Curriculum. This year, we invite you to experience Good News on the Ranch. Enjoy a 
week full of down-home fun as we mosey through the gospel along the Good News Trail. 
Each evening, our ranch-hands will introduce important aspects of God’s plan for salvation. 
Available in both KJV and ESV translations, the curriculum is designed to both create and 
grow a foundation for each student’s understanding of the gospel. You and your students 
will leave our ranch ready to share the Good News.

Please visit www.eimworldwide.org to preview and download the curriculum. Our 
previous VBS curriculum, The Good News Cruise, is also available on our website. For 
questions, feel free to text Michelle Rawls at 870-461-1517 or email michellerawlsrn@
gmail.com.

EIM releases 
2025 VBS curriculum
By FONDA NORRIS 
EIM Mission Team & Shepherd’s Bag Ministry Coordinator


