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2024 TEXAS
GIRLS RETREAT

By HOLLY MERIWEATHER
BMA Global Missions

The BMA has an extensive and blessed missions heritage. For
longtime supporters of our missions efforts, the word Gleaner is
reminiscent of the resource from which missionary stories, news and
updates were received. Individuals and families who shared their
stories in the Gleaner magazine were highly esteemed and appreciated
within our associational work.

Now, the word Gleaner is taking on a new significance for these
special servants of the BMA.

The newest initiative for Missionary Care is called “The Gleaners,”
an alumni association of sorts allowing BMA Global to continue
providing encouragement and support to those who have served our
missions ministry through the years.

Our former missionaries have close bonds because of their shared
experiences on the field. In fact, I could not help but smile recently
when I heard a missionary kid refer to a missionary couple as Uncle
and Aunt. These Gleaners are indeed family. Through the BMA Global
and Missionary Care ministries, we will be intentional in creating
community and a sense of family for all missionary families.

The Gleaners ministry includes those who served through
international and interstate BMA America missions work. And that
includes the men and women who served and their children who grew
up on the field. From the moment we commission new missionaries
to serve in the States or foreign countries, they and their families are
added to this community.

The first step to get involved is simple: We need current contact
information for individuals and families so we can communicate
regularly with them in the same way we encourage and reach out to
families presently serving. The National Meeting in April will be the
first public opportunity for former missionaries and their children to
visit the Missionary Care booth and fill out an information card. Those
who cannot attend the meeting in Branson may register online after
April 18.

Also, during the National Meeting, there will be an opportunity
for family photos of all Gleaners. At 2:45 p.m. on Wednesday, April
17, right before the Legacy Missionary Service we will gather all
missionary families for a group photo on the main conference stage.
This photo will be the first of many as we plan family reunions and
other gatherings for our Gleaners.

A major reason for this initiative is to allow the Missionary Care
team to better serve those presently on the field. Among our Gleaners,
there are many who can help by serving as coaches, mentors, and
encouragers for the work being done around the world. As I talk
with former missionaries, they have offered suggestions, personal
experiences, and advice on ways to care for our missionaries. These
conversations have been insightful and beneficial for our entire care
team.

As I began my ministry plans with Missionary Care, one of my
early prayers was for the Lord to raise up an army of encouragers to
support our missionary families. As I prayed about this army, the Lord
reminded me of our veteran missionaries who faithfully served Christ
and our association of churches during the history of the BMA. Our
Gleaners will continue to lead, serve, inspire, and “fight the good fight
of the faith” as they carry out the mission of God for many years to
come.

If any of our Gleaners (former BMA America missionaries and their
children) know they will attend the National Meeting in April, please
email me at jonathan@bmaglobal.org. This will greatly assist us in
making advance plans prior to the meeting.
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MAKING PROGRESS

Here's an idea

By JERRY FULTON

Most know, that several years ago, in order to secure the future
ministry of Baptist Progress, 1 voluntarily asked our trustees to slash
my salary to a very part-time salary and began pastoring a church. The
church I pastor is First Baptist Church in Rice, Texas.

Recently, when I read that BMA Global Missions had published a
missionary profile and prayer guide, I had an idea. I began featuring
a different missionary every Sunday before our church receives the
offering. We show the missionary’s picture on our screens, then I tell
our church about them, where they serve and what they do. I also share
prayer requests from the missionary we feature that day.

I believe that as a result, our church has seen an increase in offerings
each week. So, I challenge other pastors to do the same by downloading
the missionary prayer guide from https://bmamissions.org/prayerguide/.

When I'm done featuring our
international and interstate missionaries,
I plan to feature our state missionaries as
well as every ministry supported by our
church.

I am convinced we would have a
stronger association of churches if we
pastors did a better job of informing
our people about the Baptist Missionary
Association of America and the Baptist
Missionary Association of Texas. The
more they are informed, the more they will
be involved!

A Jerry Fulton

——‘_

Get a FREE EMAIL subscription
with your paid mail subscription

Don’t miss any more news from Baptist Progress!

If you subscribe by mail, you have no idea how much news you are missing
from your informing and equipping ministry, Baptist Progress.

Because we care that you get all the news, we are now offering a free email subscription with

every mail subscription to Baptist Progress.

In addition to the e-News Update, on the weeks a newspaper is not published, you will
receive late-breaking news from BMA departments, conference and workshop information,

death announcements and more via email with this free subscription.

To take advantage of this opportunity to add a free email subscription to your mail
subscription, contact Lisa Maynard at lisa@bmatexas.org or call 972-923-0756 today. -

There is no reason to ever miss any BMA news again. Contact her today!

L

.
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A word from your Missions Office

By HEITH MITCHELL

I am writing this article right after experiencing the eclipse
beside each of you. Wow! What an experience! We were
among a thousand-plus people watching it. Across the full
eclipse, there was silence. Everyone was staring at the sky
as one. This ended with a sudden burst of light and with
shouting and clapping. It was a moment of awe that led me
to worship.

My mind rushed to another moment that I anticipate and
watch for beside each of you. I long for the return of Christ.
It is coming and we must be busy about His mission. Jesus
ended His Commission with, “I am with you always, even till
the end of the age.” We must be busy. Your missionaries are
busy sharing Jesus and making disciples. Last month, they
reported 35 people who received the gift of salvation!

A word from your missionaries

JAIME GARCIA-
IGLESIA BAUTISTA NUEVA VIDA MISSION IN GILMER
JAIME.GARCIA2911@GMAIL.COM

Senayda is a sister of the
church and was previously
Catholic. She has decided to
accept Jesus and is one of the
people who will be baptized.
She gave her testimony of
how she suffers criticism from
her family but is firm in her
faith in Christ. We are praying
for her and her family so that everyone knows the truth and
we hope that it is through the means that God uses.

Prayer Needs:

We are experiencing church growth and we need more
workers. I am very zealous about our doctrine and prefer to
take things slowly, but sometimes I am the one who has to
do a lot of things. I want to start youth leadership and also
a ladies’ group. Please help me pray for these needs. Thank
you!

A Jaime Garcia

JOSE GIL—PROYECTO MISIONERO “LIDIA”
JOSEDARIO.GIL@GMAIL.COM

With the BMA’s support,
we had one fellowship time
in the two cells. It was a
blessing for the members
and an opportunity to invite
neighbors. As a result, one
young couple joined the cell
in Spring and one family
opened their house in The
Woodlands.

Prayer Needs:

1. That the young couple in Spring accept Jesus to start the
discipleship.

2. That the family in The Woodlands interested in opening
a new cell in their home will be blessed.

A Jose Gil

HAITAO HE—
FREE SALVATION BIBLE MISSION IN CORPUS CHRISTI
HAITAO.HE@BMATS.EDU
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SHANE CARTER—LAMESA MISSION
STUMPOFNAVY@GMAIL.COM
I am heartbroken to report
that we have lost some of the
people that have been meeting
with us to churches around
us. We are growing nearer to
the Lord with who is coming

and we feel God at work in
all of this.

A Shane Carter

OMAR PINA, SR.—MISSIONS IN WAXAHACHIE/DALLAS
DUAL SUPPORT WITH BMA OF AMERICA
OMARPINA2005@GMAIL.COM

We had to move the new
church in Plano to a different
location and we had a greater
attendance even though we
had the concern of losing
some people.

Prayer Needs:

Please pray that we will
have opportunities to train A OmarPina,Sr.
more leaders and partners to financially support our church
planting projects.

One lady who came to our
meeting many times before,
recently had some setbacks
with her IVF treatment. This
is a difficult time and faith
challenge for her and also for
people who are new to the

faith. Suffering is indeed a
part of our lives and we need
a strong affirmation of God’s love. “...but the one who stands
firm to the end will be saved. And this gospel of the kingdom
will be preached in the whole world as a testimony to all
nations, and then the end will come” (Matthew 24:13-14).
We are praying for her and providing what we can to support
her emotionally. We are also learning to depend on God’s
promise to face all bad news.

A Haitao He

BMA TX MISSIONS continued on p. 9
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An Expression of Everlasting Love
Many of our friends choose to honor or remember a
family member, a friend, or an associate with a gift for
the children of the Baptist Home. Texas Baptist Home for
Children, in turn, notifies the appropriate person. Listed
in capital letters are those honored or remembered from
Mar. 1-31, 2024.

ENDOWMENTS
E. ANN PACE: Martha & Karl Pace
MYRA STOKES: Bill Stokes

HONORARIUMS

JOHN ROSS: Leon Ross

FRED SPRINGER: Leon & Johnnie Ross

JOHN DENSON: Leon & Johnnie Ross

MATTHEW LOW: Leon & Johnnie Ross

MR. & MRS. DARRYL LOW: Leon & Johnnie Ross
SARAH LOW: Leon & Johnnie Ross

LUTHER MCARTHUR (HAP) BATEY: Jim & Pam Moore
DWTECS: Elizabeth Calvo

MEMORIALS

BRO. DUANE TURNER: Coffeeville Baptist Church, Ore
City; Weldon & Lana Sparks; Mr. & Mrs. Marvin Efurd; Bob
Fuller; Mr. & Mrs. John Wilson; Ronald Turner; Donna,
Janet, Beth & Emily Howard; George & Wanda Munoz;
Brenda Shuttlesworth; Janice T. Walker; Michael & Kirby
Pool; Fred & Carolyn Morrow

BILLY HOPE THOMPSON: Jed & Glenice Whitaker
CHARLES MITCHELL: Gay Mitchell

CHARLOTTE TURNER: Weldon & Lana Sparks
CLEATUS LEDFORD: Jimmy & Carla Shipp

DON HILL: Charles & Charlotte Johnson; Jed & Glenice
Whitaker

EDDIE BYRD: Darinda Medcalf

GREGORY O’PRY: Temple Baptist Church, Mexia
GUELLA M. CASEY: Dan Childs

JONATHAN CHADWICK: Charles & Charlotte Johnson
KAY & SON WALCOTT: Gay Mitchell

KAY STUTTS: Harmony Missionary Baptist Church,
Nacogdoches

KINZY JONES: Jed & Glenice Whitaker

LARRY ANGLIN: Karen Anglin

LOVITA OUIMET: James Ouimet

MAXINE MIMS: Lauren Monroe: Craig & Penny Gibbs
MIKE BEARDEN: Jed & Glenice Whitaker

MOLLY STOKELY: Simmons Hill Baptist Church, Diana
OPAL H.: Ann Rose

OWEN “JACK” PARSONS: Albert & Marolyn Rinne
ROXIE AGAN: Leon & Johnnie Ross

SHALON WILSON: Andy & Nell McCuistion

STANLEY ALLEN: Michael & Kirby Poole; Jed & Glenice
Whitaker; Ann Stegall; Joe Poole

STEVE NOLAND: Jed & Glenice Whitaker
TED & FRIDA STANLEY: Neva McLaughlin
WILL KING: Jed & Glenice Whitaker

Changing Times

By DAVID ERICKSON, PhD

Two big changes are coming to Jacksonville College this
year. First, we are excited about the resumption of a music
program. Churches have long featured music. From biblical
days to the present there is a persistent need for music leaders
and musicians to lead God’s people in lifting up their voices
in praise to Him. For many decades, Jacksonville College
trained the rising generation in music, many of whom still
serve today among our churches. The importance of music in
churches means that it is also important to a Christian college.

The new music director is Tim Timmons. No stranger
to Jacksonville College, Bro. Timmons served as the choir
director a number of years ago. He has now undertaken the
task of recruiting students into the renewed music program.
He has already signed a number of students and we are
looking forward to hearing music echo through the halls of
the college this fall. Anyone interested in joining the music
program or who knows someone who might be interested in
having their college education paid for through their musical
talents, can contact Tim Timmons at 903-721-4680.

Second, we are sad about the suspension of basketball at
the end of this semester. Basketball has been played at the
college since 1912 and the Jacksonville College Jaguars have
been competing against other colleges for most of the last 90
years. Basketball is without a doubt an incredibly fun sport
to watch and many Jacksonville College alumni have fond
memories of thrilling wins and heartbreaking losses.

In more recent years, basketball has run consistent and

persistent deficits. In 2023, the basketball program lost
$149,000. That number is high, but it is actually one of the
lowest deficits in the recent past. By contrast, the other five
sports in which the college competes ran a combined deficit
of $2,000 in 2023. We anticipate that these five sports will
produce positive revenue in 2024.

The suspension of basketball is a strategic decision to
focus on the core mission of the school as a Christian college
and to choose a path of financial sustainability instead of
persistent deficits. It is not wise stewardship to maintain
money losing programs when those resources are needed
elsewhere to renew and revitalize Jacksonville College as a
distinctively Christian college that serves the needs of the
churches of the BMA of Texas.

David Erickson is the president of Jacksonville
College. Contact him at 105 B.J. Albritton Drive,
Jacksonville, Texas 75766, 903-586-2518 or

president@jacksonvillecollege.edu

Liberty Association hosts rally for TBHC

By CHARLES JOHNSON

Pastor of Rosewood, Gilmer

Liberty Baptist Association held a rally for Texas Baptist
Home for Children (TBHC) at Latch, Gilmer March 14.
Danny Hailey, Liberty vice moderator, brought devotional
thoughts from Joshua 1:6-9 and directed the business session.

TBHC President Jason Curry, of Waxahachie, presented
the ministry of the Home. He announced 32 adoptions were
made through TBHC in 2023. He shared TBHC is opening
offices in Tyler and Lufkin which will make foster care
available in all east Texas through the ministry.

President Curry told of how the foster care and adoption

agency’s goals are offering stability, discovering self-worth
by God and finding true healing in Christ for the kids in care.

He brought an inspiring message from Luke 15 concerning
relationships between a son and his father. Following the
service, Curry provided coin cans for the churches for the
annual Change for Children campaign.  The host church
provided a delicious buffet meal for those in attendance.

The next meeting of Liberty Association will be a rally
for Baptist Medical Missions International at Little Mound
Baptist Church May 16, 2024.
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Seasons of lite and ministry

By LARRY BARKER

God has given us the seasons of spring, summer, fall, and
winter. There are also seasons of life that have been addressed
in books such as Halftime by Bob Buford that says, “Your
midlife doesn’t have to be a crisis. In fact, the second half of
your life can be better than the first.” Some have even divided
spans of time into quarters such as birth to 20 (growth)
being the first quarter, 20’s and 30’s is the second quarter
(achievement), 40 ‘s and 50’s is the third quarter (become),
and the 60’s and 70’s is the fourth quarter (harvest). When
you reach 80 years old and above it is referred to as overtime.
Remember, redeem the time.

We are reminded of the brevity of life in Psalm 90:10,
“The days of our years are threescore years and ten; and if by
reason of strength they be fourscore years, yet is their strength
labour and sorrow; for it is soon cut off, and we fly away.”
Allen Hunt and Matthew Kelly say this, “Intentionality is
the key to successful fourth quarter living. People don’t
accidentally age gracefully. People don’t accidentally die
peacefully. And people don’t accidentally leave behind
legacies of hope, love, and encouragement. These all
require intentionality.” Intentionally pursue Christ in
every season.

This ministry journey takes us through different “seasons.”
Sometimes it is hot and sunny, sometimes it can be rainy,
cold, and even quite stormy. There are seasons of harvest but
there can also be dry and difficult seasons as well. Ministry
has a linear aspect that involves your calendar, a timeline
and stages where one event follows another. Ministry also
functions in cycles of reoccurring loops while you are
moving forward. Ministry stages are linear while ministry
seasons are cyclical. Everyone has mentioned at one time or
another along the way that they are in a difficult “season.”

In your individual life and in the life of your church there
can be seasons of health and growth but there can also be
seasons of challenge and discouragement. Both seasons come
following certain stages of ministry that you walk through
of vision, intentional planning and implementation, and then
the trials can begin. The first stage, vision, is one of great
excitement and some apprehension, as God’s vision for your
church begins to take shape in your heart and mind. The
magnitude of the eternal impact your church could make,
captures your heart and energizes your mind. You desire to
move from your present reality to God’s preferred future.

The stage of vision is where you seek to find and
discover God’s agenda for your ministry and join Him
there. Your mission (the Great Commission) is why you exist
and your vision is where you are going. It is how you will
fulfill the Great Commission in your unique context, with
your unique congregation, following God’s unique agenda for
you. Vision is God’s preferred future for your congregation
(Ephesians 3:20-21). Intentionally seeking Him enables you

GHURGH HEALTH

to discover His unique picture of a brighter tomorrow for
your church that does not exist yet. Vision is painting the
dreams God has laid on your heart for all to see.

The next stage of ministry, whichever season you or
your church is in, is prayerful planning. What steps will
you be leading them to take in order to accomplish the vision
God has placed upon your heart. You are able to see the
challenges and the difficulties but more importantly you can
see the potential and possibilities because of the God you
serve. This process enlightens your vision and gives detail
to what the vision will become. This is the time when you
really begin to work, where you pray and plan and begin the
important steps necessary to move toward God’s design for
your church.

Do not overlook this prayerful planning process. This is
where you work “on” the ministry instead of only working
“in” the ministry. You must fight the tyranny of the urgent
and provide space for prayer, dreaming, and collaboration. In
developing strategies and next steps remember how important
it is to keep following a healthy process and pathway of
prayer, assessment/evaluation, and alignment with core
values, mission, and vision. Then form your strategy with
every step bathed in prayer. This pathway can start fresh with
an individual person, ministry of the church, or the entire
church. Quite frankly, without this stage, there will be no
realization of God’s vision.

While working through this process there are some
important questions to always be asking your team. What
needs to be accomplished? Who is responsible? When does it
need to be done by? If everyone is responsible than nobody
is responsible. Accountability is key but make sure you also
provide training, support, and encouragement. Strategies
can look nice on paper but without the right leader in place

it probably will never become a reality and will continue to
only be a dream. Prayerful planning and implementation are
as much deciding what you will not do as it is deciding what
you must do.

The third stage is challenges and trials, they will
come and you can count on it. How you navigate them
can be greatly improved if you are mission-directed (what),
values-driven (why), vision-directed (what), and strategy-
accomplished (how). Here are four vision dynamics that
will help guide you through vision, prayerful planning,
and the challenges that will come. Make sure it is God’s
unique vision, through your unique church, in your unique
community, at this unique time. You can maximize the
vitality of the Great Commission through spiritual renewal
and strategic initiative.

Can you recognize which season you are in as an
individual and as a church? Here are a couple of things to do
to help you assess and determine your next steps. First, reflect
on the season you have just come out of whether it is spring,
summer, fall or winter. The scriptures challenge God’s people
to remember where they came from. Second, recognize the
season you are in right now. Moses prayed to recognize the
days they were living and to have wisdom to know how to
live each day intentionally. Last, identify the season you are
moving towards and plan for that season. Ask for God’s grace
to live today in order to seize the next season for Him.

Larry Barker is the pastor of Cornerstone, Jacksonville.
He also serves as the operations director for North
American Missions. For more information or to
contact him, visit www.bmamissions.org.
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Dr. Gerald Kellar’s Book of Sermons
Now Released on Amazon

Dr. Gerald Kellar’s book of sermons /n His Service has
been released on Amazon by his daughter, Jerrie Sue, and his
son-in-law Tony Cleaver. The book is available as an eBook
or paperback.

This book of sermons by Dr. Gerald Kellar is packed with
140 of his all-time best sermons that he preached all over the
world and in hundreds of revivals across the United States.
In His Service is a busy preacher’s source book. What a great
gift for your pastor! It is a devotional starting place for any
Christian worker. Turn page after page to read positive Bible
outlines of sermon topics from the Scriptures.

Gerald Kellar was not only the father of the Baptist
Missionary Association of America but was also the prince
of preachers among his brethren. He left a legacy of sermon
outlines in his first book In the Midst of the Years (1953).
He later followed that with another, Pulpit Treasures (1978).
After his death in 2001 his daughter and son-in-law found
a shoebox full of written sermon notes. Some were simple
outlines; some were almost full manuscripts.

This book In His Service contains outlines and sermons
from these three sources: In the Midst of the Years, Pulpit
Treasures, and of course the shoebox. Each sermon is
identified as to its source. They are arranged in order of the
primary passage of the sermon text with the order of the
English Bible. There is also an index at the end of the book.
Dr. Kellar always acknowledged the ideas of some of his
sermons were not original with him but came from many
sources.

This book coincides with the 60" anniversary of the
founding of the Baptist Missionary Association Theological
Seminary of which Dr. Kellar was the inaugural president.
He provided the guiding vision of what is now a world-class
seminary with a world-class faculty serving not only his
denomination but also the world in its ministry.

The title is taken from Gerald Kellar’s signature line with
which he always signed his correspondence.

A Dr. Gerald and Mary Lou Kellar

ABOUT THE AUTHORS—
TONY AND JERRIE SUE CLEAVER

Tony Cleaver is a
life-long learner who
writes devotional
articles and books
to encourage fellow
pilgrims to follow Christ
in their walk with Him.

Tony has been
a pastor, US Army
Chaplain, Pre-K Special
Ed teacher, school
counselor, college
religion department
chair, workforce
counselor, and was a
professor of Biblical
Literature and also
served as director of
distance education at Baptist Missionary Association
Theological Seminary, emeritus.

Tony and Jerrie Sue (Kellar) have been married since
1965. They have two children. Amelia lives in Dallas with
her husband Michael and their two grown sons. Max lives in
Austin with his wife Brandie and their two teen twins.

Jerrie Sue is a consummate professional. She is emeritus
Office Technology Department Chair of Central Texas
College. She received her bachelor’s degree from Baylor,
her master’s from Texas A&M Central Texas and holds
the Registered Records Librarian Administrator (RRA)
certification for medical records.

Tony has his bachelor’s and master’s degree from Baylor.,
He received his MDiv from BMA Seminary, and his DMin
from Luther Rice Seminary.

A Jerrie Sue and Tony Cleaver

Thank you from BMAA
Chaplaincy Department

By SCOTT CARSON
BMAA Chaplaincy Director

As Director of the BMAA Chaplaincy Department, I want
to thank you for your faithful support of this important ministry
work. As endorsing agent, I am responsible for approving our
ministers of chaplain programs in industry, institutional, or
military settings with many chaplains in each area. The chaplaincy
is a unique field of divinely called and dedicated workers charged
with the spiritual care of the churched and the unchurched. The
following is a sampling of those endorsed chaplains and the great
work that they perform:

Stephen Willis, re-endorsed into Texas prison system

Ryan Burchett, Texas State Guard border mission

Anthony Kennedy, Arkansas National Guard chaplain
candidate

Chaplain Chris Grizzle, Family Life Chaplain, Joint Base
Lewis-McChord, WA

Captain David Cline, U.S. Navy senior chaplain at Parris
Island, SC

Chaplain (Colonel) Kevin Guthrie retired, U.S. Army.

Matthew Dean, Navy Reserve and Veterans Administration,
Biloxi, MS

All of our chaplains are dedicated to serving the Lord in these
agencies while faithfully representing BMAA churches.

The BMAA Chaplaincy Department continues to place
qualified ministers into various organizations. I regularly receive
inquiries as many of our ministers sense a calling from the Lord to
serve Him in these unique fields of ministry. God is using BMAA
ministers to bring the gospel to those who may not otherwise have
a pastor. The opportunity to bring Christ to them is supported by
both the institution they serve and their endorsing department.

Ministry contributions help the chaplaincy department remain
in contact with chaplains and their families, provide chaplain
recruiting opportunities, represent the BMAA, and participate in
senior level strategy sessions to maintain endorsements into those
institutions.

Again, God bless you for your continued support of this
ministry to both civilians and those who serve in the military. To
support BMAA Chaplaincy, send contributions to BMA Global
designated to the Chaplaincy Department, PO Box 878, Conway,
AR, 72033, Memo: Chaplaincy Department.
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Invites applications for the following position

Executive Vice President

Primary Responsibilities: Day-to-day operation of the institution,
including budgetary and personnel management.

Qualifications: 1) Earned doctorate from a regionally accredited
institution; 2) Administrative, organizational, planning and communication
skills at the executive level, and 3) Active membership in a Baptist
Missionary Association church.

Deadline for Submission: May 31

To be considered for the position of Executive Vice President, interested
candidates must send a cover letter, resume (including references), and
a statement of faith as PDF attachments to Board Chair Kirk Shelton at
pastorkirk@icloud.com. Electronic submissions only. Background check
required.

FINAL REMINDER:

WILL YOU HELP US VALIDATE
YOUR CHURCH INFORMATION?

We want to make sure that we have the most accurate
and up-to-date information for ALL of our churches.
Visit bmaamerica.org/annualchurchsurvey/
to review and update your church information.

When you select the name of your church, the information

for it will be made available for you to review and update.

Even if all church information is accurate, please confirm.
(You may also request a copy of your church information by email.)

For assistance, please contact Sidney Vines.
sidney@bmaglobal.org
870-826-7757

WE LOOK FORWARD TO HEARING FROM YOU!

John Meriweather
BMA America Director of Operations
844-262-8637
john@bmaamerica.org

Baﬂwf Pw?@m

ReFresh
ReFresh will be presented by Larry Barker, vice president of church strategy and training for the BMA of America. Topics will include the
following:Personal Revitalization
1. Traps To Avoid
2. Maintaining Your Passion
3. Leading Revitalization
4. Time Management
When: May 7, 2024
Where: BMA of Texas Office Building, located at 632 Farley Street, Waxahachie, Texas
Time: 10am - 3pm

Becoming a Missionary in Your Zip Code

Becoming a Missionary in Your Zip Code will be presented by Todd West, pastor connections coordinator for the BMA of Texas. Churches will
naturally become inwardly focused without a biblical plan to focus outwardly, resulting in the focus being on budgets, buildings and ministries
designed for our current members and ministry to those in other countries. Certainly, all of these are important, but not to the neglect of
those who need Jesus in our own zip code. In this workshop, you will see how New Testament principles can come alive in the communities
where God has placed our churches in this present day. This workshop is designed to place practical tools in your hands to implement in
the church where you serve. At the end of the day, everyone will leave a customized plan for your zip code and the next steps for engaging
your church family.

When: July 9, 2024

Where: BMA of Texas Office Building, located at 632 Farley Street, Waxahachie, Texas

Time: 10am - 3pm

The Preaching Lab: The Theory and Practice of Illustrations and Application

The Preaching Lab will be presented by Clif Johnson, host of The Preaching Lab Podcast and pastor of Garrett Memorial Baptist Church in
Hope, Arkansas. We all know that telling stories is not preaching, but sometimes preaching includes telling stories. And we also know that
application grounded in a grammatical, redemptive-historical understanding of the meaning of the text is unhealthy preaching. In this seminar
we will seek to sharpen these two tools that help build a biblical sermon.

When: August 13, 2024

Where: Heritage Baptist Church Fellowship Hall, 1000 Butcher Road, Waxahachie, Texas

Time: 10am - 3pm

Register for these workshops at baptistprogress.org.

Click the “Resources” tab and then “Upcoming Workshops.”

BAPTIST MISSIONARY

BMLA

LOAN ASSOCIATION

The Baptist Missionary Loan Association (BMLA), a ministry of the Baptist Missionary Association of Texas,
offers loans to churches for everything from land and building purchases, to additions and renovations.

Why consider a loan with BMLA?

We specialize in church building projects.
Since 1953, BMLA has provided loans for churches of the Baptist Missionary Association of Texas. No one
understands the needs and goals of BMA congregations and related ministries better than BMLA. Recently,
BMLA was authorized by the churches of the Baptist Missionary Association of Texas to offer loans to any BMA
church in the United States.

We offer competitive rates and terms.
Unlike many commercial lending institutions, BMLA can save your congregation thousands of dollars by
requiring minimal closing costs and offering competitive rates.

Faithful stewardship finances our loans.
The money invested in BMLA by congregations and individuals finance our loans for building projects and
land purchases.

For more information, visit bmla.org.
I you are ready, you may apply for a loan online at bmla.org.

If you have more questions, call us at 972-923-0758.

We look forward to helping you make your dreams come true!

BMLA, P.O. Box 425, Waxahachie, Texas 75168
www.bmla.org
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Texas Girls Retreat 2024 held at Daniel Springs Camp

By HAYLEY RASCO
Texas GMA Promoter

This year’s Texas Girls Retreat was a home run! Girls
from across the state gathered at Daniel Springs Baptist
Camp’s retreat center March 22-23. There were 54 people
registered for the event. The theme for the weekend was
Facing the Giants, a sports theme that focused on the biblical
story of David and Goliath.

Upon their arrival Friday night, girls enjoyed crafts,
“media day” group photos and a scavenger hunt. To open
the first session, Texas GMA President Abagail Seahorn
welcomed campers to the retreat. After some intense minute-
to-win-it competitions and comical officer introductions,
song leaders Savannah Steelman and Elyssa Pool led worship
and Bro. Brian Mauk delivered the message.

He spoke about David and focused on three aspects of
David’s character that we can learn from: 1) David knew his
God; We can know Him through prayer, Bible Study, and
spending time with God’s people. 2) David was different;
other soldiers saw “big giant versus little me”, but David saw
“big God versus little giant” 3) David did something about it;
God is going to call us to do uncomfortable things, and we
must be willing to take action.

Friday night, the girls had a movie night, complete with
popcorn and candy. They watched Facing the Giants, a faith-
based film about an underdog football team. After breakfast
on Saturday morning, the annual business meeting for Texas
GMA was conducted. During the meeting, the “repair of
Daniel Springs’ outdoor tabernacles” was selected as the
2024-2025 project. The 2024-2025 GMA officers were also
elected.

The new girl officers are as follows: President - Madalie
Gardner, Ist Vice President - Allie Mauk, 2nd Vice President
- Aileena Maynard, 3rd Vice President - Macey Hogue,
Secretary - Olivia Alphin, Song Leader - Savannah Steelman,
Historian — Bristyn Wilson, Pianist - Elyssa Pool.

Following the business meeting, Cindy Allen, Texas
WMA president, inducted the new officers. Girls then had an
opportunity to attend two of six different breakout sessions.
There were sessions about managing anxiety biblically,
maintaining godly purpose in the face of difficulties, choosing
your “team” wisely, how to imitate Christ, discovering God’s
game plan for your life, and standing on the Rock in the
midst of life’s battles.

The praise team led worship and then Bro. Brian spoke
again before the campers sat down for lunch. Brian spoke
about how David was not the hero but rather the vessel God
used to inspire His people to action after Goliath’s defeat.
God used David because he knew God, was obedient to
Him despite it being counter-cultural and was willing to
take action. Two other examples he gave were the story of
Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego in the fiery furnace and
the story of Daniel in the lions’ den.

Katie Allen, assistant GMA promoter, led the afternoon
program. She challenged girls to be a player on God’s team,
not merely a fan. Girls were recognized individually for their
accomplishments in the last year. They were each given a
little decorative jersey with their name on it from the Wall of
Fame and a mini foam finger, color-coded to match the GMA
step that each girl completed.

Savannah Steelman from Liberty District was presented as
the 2024 Texas Miss GMA. Triniti Mauk was presented with
a $1,000 scholarship from Texas WMA for her upcoming
Volunteer Student Mission trip to Utah. Abagail Seahorn then
passed the gavel to the new president, Madalie Gardner. For
the officers’ goodbye, they lined up all the campers and gave
them each a high-five as the officers ran out of the room.
Next year’s retreat will be March 14-15, 2025.
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WMA Ladies loving on “Crayons”

By CINDY ALLEN
Texas WMA President

Our theme for the year is “Broken Crayons Still Color.”
Our theme verse, Psalm 147:3, speaks of Jesus caring for the
broken. Every one of us feels broken at one time or another. Even
when we are not broken, we still enjoy being loved on. Our WMA
ladies are so wonderful at loving on others.

Your state officers recently distributed goody bags at the Pastors
Retreat hosted by the BMA of Texas. Each lady in attendance left
with an assortment of treasures and a door prize. We also sent books
home with many of the pastors to share with their wives.

At the State GMA Retreat, each counselor in attendance was
gifted with a book and other goodies to enjoy. Hopefully this small
token will let them know their work with our GMAs is not unseen
and is truly appreciated.

Across the state, I know groups of ladies are being
the hands and feet of Jesus. Not only do we support state
and local projects but at the local and district level our
WMAs are very active. I hear of groups feeding others,
gathering supplies (diapers, shoes, school supplies,
blankets...), sponsoring youth activities, raising funds for
various causes, supporting and encouraging missionaries
and church planters, sending cards, the list could go on
and on.

If your group is doing something creative or exciting,
please let our editor know so she can share your great
ideas. May God bless you as you spread the love of Jesus
to all the crayons of the world.

Buckner Chapel at Jacksonville College
needs new air conditioning and roof

By CINDY ALLEN
Texas WMA President

Buckner Chapel at Jacksonville College needs anew air
conditioning and roof. Our goal is $25,000 and we have
raised $6,405 so far.

Fundraising idea: Did you know mini M&M tubes hold
$10 in quarters?

Challenge: Fill one M&M tube a month and donate $120
a year; Bonus — you get to eat the M&Ms!

Send funds to Texas WMA, 413 Junell, Sulphur Springs,
TX 75482

SUPPORT OUR PROJECTS

National WMA: Jeevan Prakash School in Gulbarga,
India. Goal $75,000. Deadline for funds Feb. 28.

State WMA: Jacksonville College chapel — new air
conditioning and roof. Goal $25,000

State GMA: Repair of Daniel Springs tabernacles.

State Sunbeams: Larry and Tammy Wood. Goal $2,024.

IMPORTANT DATES

June 28-29: Texas State Sunbeam House Party — Tis so Sweet!
Jacksonville College, Jacksonville.

Register through the WMA website. Join our next counselors’
Zoom meeting at 5 p.m., Feb. 24. Text your phone number to Dera
Moy (281-630-6090) for an invite. We need all our Counselors’
input.

July 19-20: Texas Ladies’ Retreat — Broken Crayons Still
Color, Northside Baptist Church, Conroe. Register by May 31 to
guarantee a T-shirt.

September 1: Deadline for nominations for state project.
Find submission forms on the Texas WMA website.

For more information, visit our website
at TexasWMA.com or follow us on Facebook:

Texas WMA. Scan the QR code to link directly
to the website to access forms or for more
information.

BMA Texas Missions
cont.

BRAD CAULEY—CEDAR PARK MISSION
BWCAULEY@GMAIL.COM

We had our first baptism
connected to Redemption’s
Table Church. On Good
Friday, our friend Brandon
celebrated his old life being
put in the grave and His new
life raised with Christ. What
a joy to see people pass from
death to life!

Prayer Needs:

Please pray for our move to Cedar Park which we hope
will be in the next two months. The Lord may be opening a
door for us in a special way. Please pray for His confirmation
and blessing. Please continue to pray for leaders and for our
community that relationships with unbelievers will continue
to be nurtured and developed toward faith in Christ.

A Brad Cauley

ADEREMI BADRU—LIGHT HOUSE MISSION IN HOUSTON
REMIBADRU44HOPE@YAHOO.COM

Praise God! We are making
progress in training leaders
as we eagerly look forward
to our launch. Nevertheless,
we are praying that God will
raise for us help and resources
to be able to rent a new space
for worship and children’s
church. The hotel we are ‘A AderemiBadru
using is not convenient for us and the place we found requires
us to pay at least one year. We are grateful for the support of
the BMA churches and are trusting that you will support us in
moving into a new space.

Prayer Needs:

Please pray for us that God will send us help and resources
to be able to rent a new space for the use of the church.

BMA TX MISSIONS continued on p. 11
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BVGIITS

2024
SOAR (STUDENT CONFERENCE)

DATE: July 3-5, 2024
PLACE: Loews Arlington Hotel, Arlington, Texas

RE:CHARGE (CONFERENCE FOR PASTORS AND CHURCH STAFF)
DATE: October 1-3, 2024
PLACE: Northwest Arkansas (specific location TBA)

CELEBRATION (CONFERENCE FOR ADULTS)
DATE: November 12-14, 2024
PLACE: Chateau on the Lake, Branson, Missouri

BMA OF TEXAS ANNUAL MEETING
DATE: Nov. 18-19, 2024
PLACE: Jacksonville, Texas

DErSOnnG
Lposition

AVAILABLE MINISTRY POSITIONS

PASTOR—Soda, Livingston is seeking a pastor. Send resume to
Soda Baptist Church, Attn: Pastor Search Committee, 8135 US 190
E, Livingston, Texas 77351 or sodabaptistpastorcomm.2024@gmail.
com. For more information, call Kevin Harbuck, pastor search
committee chairman at 936-933-6808. 6124

COLLEGE PRESIDENT—The board of trustees of Southeastern
Baptist College, located in Laurel, Mississippi, has organized a
presidential search committee. Persons interested are asked to
contact Glen Pace, chairman of the board, at 601-520-5376 or
mrpmg@yahoo.com.

YOUTH/MUSIC MINISTRY LEADER—First, Palmer is seeking a
person to lead their youth and music ministries. If interested, email
Pastor Gary Southard at pastor@fbcpalmer.org.

PASTOR—Bethel, Clayton is seeking a pastor. Send resume to Joe
Ogden, 563 CR183, Carthage, Texas 75633 or call 903-692-0000. A
parsonage is available for the pastor. The church is located at 160
CR1521, Clayton. Jerry Phillips is currently serving as interim pastor.
TFN

PASTOR—Mt. Pisgah, Mineola is seeking a full-time biblically
qualified pastor to shepherd our congregation. Mt. Pisgah was
founded in 1853 with a strong biblical foundation, a heart for
missions and to grow. Please send resumes to 5848 S. State
Highway 37, Mineola, Texas 75773. 1en

LEAVE IT
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When God Doesn’t Guide

By TONY CLEAVER, D.Min.

I have prayed and prayed for God to guide me. He hasn’t
answered my prayer. I have asked God for direction for my
life. He has not given me direction. What do I do? Gideon
(Judges 6ff) asked God for a sign that the fleece be wet and
the ground be dry. Then he asked for the ground to be wet and
the fleece dry. God replied as Gideon had requested. What
happens when all is wet and all is dry at the same time? What
do I do? Here are some things we can do as we ask God for
leadership when there seems to be no immediate answer:

Keep on asking. God is interested in your wellbeing and
the wellbeing of His Kingdom. God is not annoyed at your
asking direction of Him. He is honored when we truly ask
direction from Him. Ensure it is His direction we seek rather
than blessings on our escape plans when we are in trouble.

Look for change. Many times, prayer changes me. Many
times, prayer changes circumstances; even those people
around me. There may be movement in the condition I find
myself. New insights do occur when we are open to the
presence of the Living God.

Read and reread the Scriptures. The Bible is the guide for
my life. It is authoritative for my journey. It is a lamp for my
feet and a light for my path. There is no human condition the
Bible excludes. I will find more than a hint in the Book of

books.

Enquire of spiritual mentors. Some people are good
guides. They are spiritually sensitive to your journey and
will give you Godly and sound counsel-not “Here’s what you
need to do now” kind of advice.

Try a “new” path. If I am stuck at a dead end, maybe I
need to go back to the crossroads to find my way. Returning
to “basics” and the starting point many times reveals which
end of the rope you are holding.

When God seemingly does not answer my request for
direction, what do I do? I find the above tried and proven
ways are most helpful rather than giving up on God.

Tony Cleaver, prior to his retirement, served as
the director of distance learning and professor of
Biblical studies at Baptist Missionary Association

Theological Seminary in Jacksonville, Texas. He

is an author and writer of the popular newspaper column, Leave
It to Cleaver. He may be contacted at tony.cleaver@bmats.edu.

News

We want to hear from youl!

Because the BMA of Texas is a family of churches,

our readers are interested in knowing what is happening at your church.

Therefore, Baptist Progress will soon begin including
a church news page in future issues.

Were people saved or baptized?
Will someone be ordained as a deacon or a minister?

Is a special event taking place at your church?

Are great things occurring with an age group ministry in your church?

Has the Lord done something in your congregation that you would like to share?

Send your church news to editor@baptistprogress.org.

The Baptist Progress publication schedule, including, deadlines, can be found
at BaptistProgress.org. To view, click “SCHEDULE” at the top of the page.
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BMA Texas Missions cont.

ROBERT LEE—
HARMONY BAPTIST CHURCH IN NORMANGEE REPLANT
BRO.ROBERT.F.LEE@GMAIL.COM

This month has been great
for our church. At the end of
the month, we hosted a movie
night on Good Friday for
families with children. This
was our first family movie
night and I believe it was
a success. We also had fun
celebrating the resurrection of
Christ as a church family that Sunday. I am looking forward
to planning more things for our community in the months
ahead to reach young families.

Prayer Needs:

Pray for us as the next couple of months are very busy
months in our community.

A Robert Lee

CIRO GONZALEZ—RICE HISPANIC MISSION
CIROGONZALEZ315@GMAIL.COM

March 23 was a great
advance as we mobilized
26 missionaries to the city
of Rice. All focused on
supporting the work and
evangelizing from 10 a.m.
to 5 p.m., it was a unique
moment with an evangelistic
focus on everything. We had
training, food delivery, mass evangelism, fellowship,
personal evangelism and enjoyment for children and families.
We reached 13 people for Christ, three who would like us to
visit them. More than 20 people requested prayer, and more
than 60 people heard the gospel. May God get the glory from
it! We have announced His Word and we will continue to do
so, but we are very clear that growth is given by God.

Prayer Needs:

Pray for the new converts, pray for those who are being
discipled, and pray for me.

A Ciro Gonzalez

CHRIS DRIVER—
WEST TEXAS MULTIPLICATION NETWORK/
TEXAS MISSIONARY CARE
CJDRIVER316@GMAIL.COM
Howdy from west Texas! It
was another wonderful month
out here on the South Plains
that ended with an amazing
Easter week. We had nearly
50 for our Good Friday
communion service. It was a

A Chris Driver

beautiful night focused on remembering our Passover Lamb.
We are gearing up for a big June full of camp and hosting
a mission team from O’Quinn, Pollok. We are so excited
about what God continues to do. Thank you so much for your
support and your prayers.

Prayer Needs:

A church van, open doors for the gospel and relationship
connections at SPC and our surrounding communities

JAIME HENRIQUEZ—FUENTE DE VIDA ETERNA MISSION
IN TOMBALL
DAIRYJENY@YAHOO.COM

Blessings to all who make
up the BMA of Texas family
of churches. We always give
thanks for your prayers and
financial support. Here in our
mission, everything moves
forward with a firm and
constant step. We are focused
on evangelism, discipling
converts, teaching them and building up the Lord’s church.
This month, we had a special Good Friday services with
drama, specials and an evangelistic message. On Easter
Sunday we also took the opportunity to bring the message of
Jesus to people. We had a profession of faith from a young
woman named Luz Mila who was searching for meaning
in her life and had begun to get involved in the religion of
Islam.We dedicated a baby, provided discipleship and had
training for Sunday school teachers and leadership.

Prayer Needs:

For the lost, may your hearts be opened to be recipients of
the precious gospel

A Jamie Henriquez

JOSE TORRES—TYLER HISPANIC MISSION
JOSETORRES@GMAIL.COM

The long-awaited launch
day has finally arrived.
Although we did not obtain
the desired result, I know that
God is guiding this plantation.
Everything is well organized
and ready so that when the
Lord adds people, they can
connect to the work that God
is doing with this small group of disciples willing to serve the
Lord faithfully.

Prayer Needs:

I ask for prayers for my family that we always work for
the Lord with devotion and never as an obligation.

A Jose Torres

ISAIAS MARTINEZ—
CONROE MISSION
ISAIASMJ1966@GMAIL.COM
Prayer Needs:
Please pray that in the
future we will have a place of
our own.

A lsaias Martinez

RUDY VILLAREAL—
HOMETOWN CHURCH MISSION IN HELOTES
RVILLARREAL1@GMAIL.COM

We reached out to families
this past Easter. I had an
opportunity to get to know a
teacher colleague who found
out I was in ministry. He has
many questions about the
faith, and has no community
here as he moved from
Washington with his wife. He
does not believe in the personhood of the Holy Spirit or that
the Bible is infallible. However, he is open to talking with me
and learning. Please pray with us that God changes his heart
and that he hears the gospel unto salvation. Also, we have
reached out to the homeschool groups here in San Antonio
about starting a dual credit Bible class through Jacksonville
College. Pray with us that students sign up for this course and
that God uses this class to move these young people and their
families closer to God.

Prayer Needs:

We have an outreach event we are preparing for and
praying towards on Pentecost this year. We want to celebrate
this date and explain the biblical importance of Pentecost.

A Rudy Villareal

KYLE CHEATHAM—GRACE CHURCH JARRELL MISSION
KYLE@GRACEJARRELL.COM

We had a mini-VBS
centered around “Elements
of the Gospel” that had
several kiddos and lots of
volunteers. It went really
well. One Sunday, we brought
in Chris Driver to lead our
church in Oikos training so
that we would become more
evangelistically intentional in our relationships. He did an
outstanding job inspiring our people biblically to really see
the field that God has given us and we are taking action. We
gathered on the Thursday before Easter for a Christ-centered
Seder led by our worship leaders. It was fantastic as 70 of us
were led to worship in this unique, historic way. We had a
wonderful Easter service with 126 present!

Prayer Needs:

Please pray that God provides a larger worship space in
Jarrell for us, along with faith, wisdom and stewardship for it.
There are so many people moving here who need Jesus.

A Kyle Cheatham

Heith Mitchell is the director of BMA of Texas Missions.
Contact him at PO. Box 73, Waxahachie, Texas 75168,
972-923-0757 or hmitchell@bmatexas.org. For more

information, Visit www.bmatexasmissions.org.
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“EIM’S SHEPHERD’S BAG MINISTRY”

For more information, contact
Fonda Norris, EIM Shepherd’s
Bag Ministry Coordinator at:
(870) 226-3626 or
fnorris@eimworldwide.org
and visit our website at
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