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A Living Word Arabic Church, Dallas

By CHRIS DRIVER
Baptist Progress Correspondent

“Salam Elrub.” The words ring out as Pastor
Ashraf Sara stands to proclaim the good news
of Jesus Christ to the congregation of Living
Word Arabic Church at the edge of the Dallas/
Fort Worth metroplex. More than 200 Arabic
speaking people of all ages have gathered to
worship Jesus Christ and study God’s Word in
their heart language. Most have made their way
to Texas from 10 different Arabic nations in the
Middle East and around the world.

“Peace of God (to you).” The simple greeting
seems to have a deeper meaning to those gathered
here so far away from where their journeys
began. They are a beautiful people, generous
and hospitable, loving and kind. But most have
come from a world dominated by a works-based
religion. And so their journey to America, and to
Christ, has been a journey to peace in more ways
than one.

This pursuit of peace is one Sara knows well.
The pastor was born and raised in Baghdad, Iraq,
during the regime of Saddam Hussein. It was a
time and place where peace was something most
of his people could barely dream about. Baghdad
is a very large and heavily populated city of more
than 7 million people, 99 percent of which are
Muslim.

Sara was blessed to have been born into the
other 1 percent and grew up hearing the gospel.
So, unlike most of his people, peace and freedom,
grace and mercy, forgiveness and salvation in
Jesus Christ were truths he heard often during

his childhood. Those truths became a true reality
for him when was 13-years-old, when he gave
his life to Jesus Christ and began what would
become his life’s calling to bring that peace of
God in Christ Jesus to the Arabic speaking people
he loves so much.

In 2003, Saddam’s regime collapsed and
opened the door for Ashraf and his father, Nabil
Sara, to plant the First Baptist Church of Baghdad
and help begin that journey to peace for many
others in Irag. He knew God’s Word was the key
to true, lasting peace. So, Sara started working
with a Baptist publisher that was producing
Avrabic Bibles and he began giving them away.

During that time, Sara was able to give out
more than 50 thousand Bibles to the people of
Irag. But just because Christianity was legal did
not mean that it was accepted. It did not take long
before the excitement of sharing God’s Word
with the people of Irag was challenged by the fear
of inevitable persecution. Because even though
peace is free in Christ, that does not mean it will
not come at a price. It was not long before Sara
and his family became the target of persecution
and were forced hide on multiple occasions,
eventually flee Iraq altogether and begin their
journey to Texas.

It was during those times that God proved
once again in Sara’s life that His plans and
purposes cannot be thwarted. The pastor saw God
prove His Word true by being able to work all
things together for good. During a time of chaos
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and fear, God provided Sara with men who would
be God-given instruments for guiding him to the
true call on his life—church planting.

Jerry Kidd and Charlie Costa, were able to
arrange for Sara to receive a scholarship to study
theology at the Baptist Missionary Association
Theological Seminary. Grady Higgs, then Baptist
Missionary Association of America Missions
executive director, became a dear friend and
mentor to Sara. Higgs visited the pastor and
his family almost every day during a short
period when they were living in Little Rock,
Arkansas. He would take them to church, arrange
opportunities for Sara to speak at different
churches become instrumental in encouraging
Sara to plant an Arabic church in Texas.

So, in 2012 Sara planted Living Word Arabic
Church in Garland, a suburb of Dallas. Over the
past 11 years God has truly blessed the church.
They have an average weekly attendance of over
200 people. They have seen over 150 salvations
and baptisms as a result of their faithfulness to
the gospel. Countless lives have been changed
and families transformed through the peace
of God that’s only available in Jesus Christ.
Living Word Arabic Church officially became a
welcomed and beloved member of the BMA of
Texas family last November at the State Meeting
in Livingston.

Sara’s call to bring the peace of God to Arabic

PEACEMAKERS continued on p.6
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Interim Pastor Training

Led by Jerry Fulton, who has served numerous churches as an interim pastor

The need for trained interim pastors is great. In this workshop, the following questions will be
answered:

1) What is an interim pastor?

2) What should be expected of the interim pastor?

3) How does the interim pastor make things ready for the next pastor?

4) How can the interim pastor connect the church to the Baptist Missionary Association of Texas?
5) How much should the interim pastor be paid?

Jerry Fulton

Additionally, a “To Do List”, The Interim Pastor’s Manual, and The Pastor Search Team Manual
will be provided for everyone who attends. Those who complete the training will be certified
as an interim pastor for the BMA of Texas. All potential interim pastors must have pastoral
experience.

DATE & TIME: May 11, 2023, 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. with lunch included
PLACE: BMA of Texas Building, 632 Farley Street, Waxahachie
REGISTRATION FEE: Free

The Preaching Lab

Led by Dr. Clif Johnson, pastor of Garrett Memorial Baptist Church in Hope, Arkansas

The Preaching Lab workshop will cover tips on how to uncover the structure, context and theme
of a scripture passage, along with necessary ingredients for building a sermon. This workshop
will help you become a better expository preacher of God’s Word.

Clif Johnson DATE & TIME: August 10, 2023, 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. with lunch included
PLACE: BMA of Texas Building, 632 Farley Street, Waxahachie

REGISTRATION FEE: Free

Register at baptistprogress.org > Resources > Ministry Connection Workshops
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A word from your Missions Office

By HEITH MITCHELL

2 Timothy 2:1 says, You therefore, my son, be strong in
the grace that is in Christ Jesus. Why would Timothy need
strength if there wasn’t hardship in front of him. There is
always hardship in front of us. We aren’t alone. We can be
strong in the grace that is in Christ Jesus. We have everything
we need to walk in Jesus. | really have grown to love this
passage. Trials are unavoidable but often crisis is if we will
be strong in the grace that is in Christ Jesus.

Prayer Request

I am seeing God at work. | am hearing of so many BMA
baptisms right now. The Lord is about His mission. At the
same time, | have never seen so many under attack. Please
pray for your missionaries and the pastors and leaders in our
BMA family. Pray for their protection.

If you are feeling the attack, | encourage you to be strong
in the grace that is in Christ Jesus. Retreat to rest and refocus
on the Lord. Lean into others. Isolation is so dangerous in our
struggles. Let someone know and pray together. God is good
and He is with us, BMA family.

A word from your missionaries

BRAD HOLCOMB—
REDEMPTION HILL FT. WORTH
BRAD@REDEMPTIONHILLFW.ORG
Zack Eswine says, “Mark
this down, okay? You and |
were never meant to repent
for not being everywhere for
everybody and all at once.

You and | are meant to repent ht., 8 < B
because we’ve tried to be.” -

Prayer Needs: A Brad Holcomb

Please pray that we as a family abide in Jesus in the
coming weeks, grow in our love for Him, one another and the
church; that we come back with a renewed zeal in the Lord
and love for others.

Yo Churelh's Messron Moavemand in Texas

CESAR LEAL—
NEW MISSION IN SAN ANTONIO
CESARLEAL2002@YAHOO.COM
God has been good to us. We
have experienced many of His
blessings. We are already nearing
the end of the legal registration of
the church. We are in the phase of
the federal registry. We already have
our state registration. Glory to God
because He has provided us with
the necessary resources and we have
been able to move forward. | think the best is ahead and there
are many new things that we will experience and where we
will continue to see the powerful hand of God.

A Cesar Leal

Prayer Needs:
Pray that we find a permanent place for our church.

JAIME HENRIQUEZ—
FUENTE DE VIDA ETERNA MISSION, HOUSTON
DAIRYJENY@YAHOO.COM

As always, we thank the
entire family of churches of
the BMA of Texas. By your
prayers and offerings, the
church is healthy, growing,
evangelizing and discipling.
This month we had two
professions of faith. We
finished the first quarter of ‘A Jamie Henriquez
Bible Institute and an evangelism campaign.

Prayer Needs:
May God open doors for us for the gospel may be received
by unbelievers.

HAITAO HE—
CORPUS CHRISTI MISSION
HAITAO.HE@BMATS.EDU

We feel the great joy to make a
step forward and do more work. Pray
that God will sustain our minds, spirit,
and strength.

A Haitao He
Prayer Needs:

Pray for more people to visit our Sunday house church
service.

CHRIS DRIVER—
WEST TEXAS MULTIPLICATION NETWORK/
TEXAS MISSIONARY CARE

cjdriver316@gmail.com

Howdy from west Texas! It is so
much fun serving the Lord in church
planting. It has moments of struggle
and difficulty but, WOW! It sure is
fun seeing God move in the lives of
people who have been out of church
and far from the Lord, but are now
all in and on fire for Him! We are
growing in every way. Every week we
are having visitors come who have been invited by our people
and even by the guests themselves. New ministries are being
formed and our systems are beginning to really take shape.
God is definitely working! Thank you for helping us serve the
King and His Kingdom as BMA of Texas church planters!

A Chris Driver

Prayer Needs:
Pray for leadership development, open doors for the gospel,
and new relationships within the community and the college.

BMA TX MISSIONS continued on p. 11
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An expression of everlasting love

Many of our friends choose to honor or remember a
family member, a friend, or an associate with a gift for
the children of the Baptist Home. Texas Baptist Home for
Children, in turn, notifies the appropriate person. Listed
in capital letters are those honored or remembered from
March 1-31, 2023.

ENDOWMENTS
E. ANN PACE: Martha & Karl Pace
MYRA STOKES: Bill Stokes

HONORARIUMS

HOLLIN ANDERSON: James & Susan Anderson
JOANNA NOGGLE: TBHC Business Office
PALMER ANDERSON: James & Susan Anderson

MEMORIALS

ALUG & GAY NELL COLLINS: Mr. and Mrs. William Tolar
ANTHONY BUTLER: Lowell Dunn; Ray & Bridgett
Melendez White; Jerry Libal; Joe Cates; Melanie Wade;
Karen Jungman; Kevin & Jume Cushman; Seth & Judy
Adams; Vicki Maxwell; Phil & Nancy Smith; Dana Tarter
BARBARA KRAUSKOPF: James & Micah Krauskopf
BUDDY & LULU HAZELL: James Bobo

BUTCH NELSON: Joanna Noggle; Mr. & Mrs. Andy
McCuistion

CHARLES MITCHELL: Gay Mitchell

CHARLOTTE TURNER: Charles & Charlotte Johnson;
Coffeeville Baptist Church, Ore City; Elizabeth Midkiff;
Donna, Janet, Beth & Emily Howard; Merle & Carolyn
Holston; Susan Tobin; Brenda Shuttlesworth; Mike Hall;
Cammy McElhaney; Jeff Brock-Jones; Patricia Johnson;
Jorge & Wanda Munoz; Joanna Noggle; Dicky & Bobbie
Mauk

DANIEL BAKER: Fay Baker

DAVID SCHUMACHER: Ola Bess Johnson

DENESE WEATHERBY: Simmons Hill Baptist Church,
Diana

DOROTHY SEXTON: Thomas Jeter

EDDIE BYRD: Darinda Medcalf

EULA “BETH” WILLIAMS: Charles & Charlotte Johnson
GARNETT DAMEWOOD: Rosewood Baptist Church
GARY PATTON: Larry & Carol Brock

IMOGENE BEEN: Charles & Charlotte Johnson; Rosewood
Baptist Church, Gilmer

JERRY BOB BAXTER: Westside Baptist Church,
Nacogdoches

JUNE BARTON: Charles & Charlotte Johnson

KAY WOLCOTT: Gay Mitchell

LARRY & ROSELEN BOBO: Cheryl Briscoe

LOFTON & TENNIE KING: Larry & Judy King

LOVITA OUIMET: James Ouimet

MARY RUTH MORROW: Central Baptist Church, Mineola
MINT MILAN: Kirk & Emma Burleson

NELDA FAYE LONG: Westside Baptist Church,
Nacogdoches

ROY MATHEWS: Kirk & Emms Burleson

THERESA WALLACE: Archie “Clayton” Estes

WANDA ODOM: Lois Tucker

TBH(

FOSTER CARE & ADOPTION

I'm just sayin’

By JASON CURRY

April is normally a time of reflection and appropriate
promotion at TBHC. For about a decade, it has been the
month we have cast a spotlight on preventing child abuse.
This month is a chance to remind each other that if you
see something, say something. Keep your eyes open to the
situations around you.

In this article, we have a few links that are great resources
for you as a church seeking to keep your congregation
informed. See our podcast or blog links for specific entries
on the subject.

We are the hands and feet of Jesus. If we don’t step up to
see the needs of the kids around us, then who will? Proverbs
31:8-9 (NKJV) says, Open your mouth for the speechless,
In the cause of all who are [a]appointed to die. Open your
mouth, judge righteously, And plead the cause of the poor
and needy.

This a powerful reminder that we should speak for those
that cannot speak for themselves. Doing as TBHC staff does,
share and plead for the needy.

I hope that during the month’s emphasis, you will also
have a wonderful appreciation of Easter. When we describe
the abuse of children, we should see Jesus’ abuse as unfair,
unjust and without cause. Strive not to be immune to the
tragedy of this age-old story—the heartbreak of Jesus’
physical experience. However, just like there was an
incredible victory over death that day, it is the same victory
offered to those who would believe in Jesus.

Pray that our children who have experiences that drive
them away from connection would see Jesus’ wounds and be
drawn to His Love! Happy Easter! I’m just sayin’!

Jason Curry is the president of the Texas Baptist || 4 ‘
Home for Children. Contact him 629 Farley St |
Waxahachie, Texas 75165, 972-937-1321 or jcurry@
tbhc.org. For more information, visit www.tbhc.org. l#

Want your Baptist Progress issues to arrive faster
and save money at the same time?

To receive each issue of Baptist Progress approximately one week
earlier, switch your mail subscription to an email subscription!

In addition to receiving each issue by email,
yvou will get our e-News Update between issues.
Wews alerts are also emailed periodically.
The cost of an email subscription is 521
(56 less per year than mail subscriptions).

50. .. faster delivery, more news, less cost. ..

WHAT ARE YOU WAITING FOR?

Make the switch, email us today at editor@baptistprogress.org!
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Biblical Studies Program: Equipping Believers
for Twenty-first Century Challenges

By JOHN MANN, MBA, PhD

Jacksonville College Interim Pastor

The heart of the message of the gospel is the death, burial,
and resurrection of Jesus Christ (1 Cor. 15:3-5). The apostle
Paul’s commitment to the communication of this message
leads him to exclaim “woe to me if | do not preach the
gospel!” (1 Cor. 9:16).

The ongoing message of the gospel is largely the reason
why education should be anchored by faith in Jesus Christ.
Indeed, the model of higher education in the West was
created to learn about the creation so that the Creator would
be known and made known more fully.

However, education tends to distance itself from the
knowledge of God rather than to pursue knowledge from the
perspective of faith in God.

When education is separated from moral and spiritual
development, then education may create a more intelligent
individual, but a smarter individual without a set of biblical
principles to guide them will drift further into sinfulness,
albeit with more intelligence. Woe is us if we do not preach
the gospel through education!

The purpose of education is not merely to fill the mind
with information, it is also to engage the heart of the student
for transformation.

Biblical studies have been a part of the programming of
Jacksonville College since her inception. This continues to
serve as the foundation of the College because there was a
recognition that the East Texas area needed an entity that
provided education from a biblical foundation. That need still
exists today.

I have shared in previous articles that Christian education
is facing difficult days.

Despite the various challenges that are before us, we are
convinced that we must meet those challenges with faith and
courage. The task that the Lord has assigned to us demands
our unshakeable devotion to the gospel of Jesus Christ.

Education is about, in part, the discovery of truth and
the subsequent passing on of what is discovered. Christians
believe that truth is ultimately wrapped-up in a Person, the
Lord Jesus Christ, who is the way, the truth, and the life (John
14:6).

To confess that Jesus Christ is both the source of truth, and
the object of truth, is to say that He is the sovereign Lord who
rules over creation and is the redeeming Lord who has made
himself known to his crown in creation, humanity.

In other words, all truth flows from Jesus Christ and all
true knowledge leads back to Jesus Christ. To discover truth
is to discover none other than the Son of God, the Creator of
all things (Col. 1:16). Our task as Christians is to proclaim
that truth in word and deed. For Jacksonville College, that
occurs through education.

Education does not merely develop the mind; it also
develops the soul, for good or bad.

Jacksonville College is continuing our commitment to
provide a Christ-centered education. We are striving to
accomplish this by creating new avenues for people to gain a
biblical education in an academic setting.

We are going to work toward this goal through offering a
biblical studies certificate and an advanced biblical studies
certificate. Those who register will take courses that teach
biblical interpretation, Old Testament and New Testament
surveys, evangelism, preaching, and other carefully chosen
courses that will assist both vocational and volunteer
ministers throughout the area. The goal is for each person to
be prepared to engage the world around them with a mind
that has been equipped to speak to the challenges of the
twenty-first century.

These courses are intentionally designed to meet the needs
of the current culture. They will occur in a hybrid model
which provides the convenience of an online course while
also giving the opportunity to sit together in a classroom
where face-to-face instruction can occur.

Furthermore, we hope to make these courses as financially
affordable as possible.

So how can you help?

First, pray for this to be a successful endeavor. By success,
we mean that Jacksonville College will actively prepare
believers to engage the twenty-first century with Christian
thoughtfulness.

Second, promote this program to your churches. We are
seeking to make these courses accessible to young students
who are pursuing their education as well as to those who are
working full-time jobs. The material will help to equip the
ministerial staff member who desires formal training as well
as the church member who wants to be better prepared to
witness to their neighbors.

Finally, consider giving to Jacksonville College so that we
can continue the work of educating students from a Christ-
centered perspective.

I am immensely grateful for Dr. Kenneth Perkins’s
challenge in last month’s edition of the Baptist Progress.
Please prayerfully consider how you might support the work
of the College and give accordingly.

If you are interested in receiving more information as
this program becomes available, please send an email to
biblicalstudies@jacksonvillecollege.edu.

Our mission is to “provide Christ-centered teaching and
training that prepares students to lead meaningful lives that
transform the world.” This expanded biblical studies program
is designed to accomplish that very thing.

BMA SEMINARY
& Christ-centered since 1955

BMA Seminary
announces

Seminary Sunday

By PHILIP ATTEBERY, D.Min, Ph.D.
BMA Seminary Dean

BMA Seminary Sunday has traditionally been recognized
on the Sunday following graduation at BMA Seminary. This
year, however, that Sunday coincides with Mother’s Day.

We understand that many churches include special
acknowledgement and celebrations of the mothers in their
congregation on that day and we have no desire to compete
with this occasion. So, this year we are inviting churches to
have special prayer for our graduates and take up an offering
for scholarships on either Sunday, May 7 or Sunday, May 14.

We are always encouraged by the support we receive from
this effort to recognize the achievements of our graduates.

Baptist Progress
has an app for your
smartphone or tablet.

Please download our app
in your app store and keep
up to date on news and our

ministry happenings.
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Blessed are the peacemakers cont.

" d

Sara Family

A The Ashraf

speaking people continues to drive him. He and Living Word
have helped plant other Arabic churches in Chicago, Orlando,
Jacksonville (Florida), and San Diego. He also has regular
opportunities to return home to Iraq and share with his people
there what God is doing in Texas and what God can do there
in Irag. But his heart is never far from the Arabic speaking
people of the DFW metroplex.

“l love my people. You must love people to reach them,”
said Sara.

You can hear the compassion, love and desperation in
his voice. It is that love and burden to reach his people that
inspired Sara to develop and host a very effective program
through Lifeword called “No2tat Saraha”, which means
“Frankly Speaking,” It is a program dedicated to addressing
some of the hard questions many Arabic speaking people

"

A Pastor Sara preaching to Arab believers

have concerning Christianity. The show focuses on answering
argumentative culturally influenced questions from a biblical
perspective. It provides Sara with a platform to dive deep
into God’s Word in a bold yet loving way to reach Arabic
speaking people who need to know the peace of God in
Christ Jesus. But it’s the ministry of Living Word Arabic
Church that truly has his heart.

“No matter where you’re from, no matter what your
nationality or race or previous religion, it is Christ people
need,” the pastor said.

That is why Living Word Arabic Church is dedicated
to truly discipling and equipping its people to grow in
their relationship with Christ. It is also why they are doing
everything they can to teach the young people in their church
to love Arabic church and not leave it.

Jesus said in the Sermon on the Mount, “Blessed are the
peacemakers, for they will be called sons of God.” (Matthew
5:9). There is no doubt that Sara’s journey that started in
Baghdad, Irag, and carried him to Dallas, has been a journey
to bring peace to the people he loves so much. He is truly a
peacemaker and he is truly blessed.

Please pray for the people of Living Word Arabic Church
as they faithfully advance the gospel. But please pray also
for Sara and his wife, Jenny, who has been faithfully and
courageously by his side on this journey of peace. Their
journey is not over. They continue to pour out their lives
together every single day to reach the Arabic speaking people
of the Dallas-Fort Worth Metroplex and the world because
they refuse to let the life changing journey to peace stop with
them.

To

EVery sunday Bulletin Service

order bulletins from Baptist Progress, contact us at
972-923-0756 or visit www.baptistprogress.org.
You may also email editor@baptistprogress.org

for more information.
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Start with the why

By LARRY BARKER

A new year is another year of opportunity, so how do
you evaluate what you and your church have done so far is
2023? What needs to change, be done differently, or done
better. We seem to be enamored with the “how” of ministry
far more than the “why.” We spend many hours trying to
answer “how” to get people to attend our church or “how” to
keep them once they are here. “How” do we make the music
better and “how” do we make the transition from traditional
to contemporary or “how” to move from attractional to
missional? “How” do we get the programs and “how” do we
navigate those transitions?

More importantly than the “how” is the “why.” Why does
your church exist? Why has God placed your church in the
context He has placed it? Why has He placed you there to
lead and be a part of that church at this point in time? In Luke
19:10 Jesus said very clearly, “For the Son of man is come
to seek and save the lost.” Then in John 20:21 He told His
disciples, “As the Father has sent Me, | am sending you!”
Every church exists to go out in love, to seek and to save the
lost by presenting the gospel clearly to everyone and making
disciples of those who do not presently believe. We exist to
help people find and follow Jesus.

What has happened to our evangelistic passion for those
far from God without Christ? What has happened to our
burden to seek and to save the lost? It seems we are overly
focused helping people follow Jesus more than pursuing the
lost sheep who need to find Jesus. It is easy to incorrectly
think that the size of a congregation guarantees that it is
healthy and growing in a healthy way. A survey of mega-
churches (attendance of 2,000 or more on Sunday) revealed
that the percentage of people who come to their church who
were unchurched or non-Christians is only 5 percent, at best.

This is consistent with statistics that state only 2-3 percent
of churches in the states are experiencing any real conversion
growth. Approximately 10 million less people are going to
church today than 30 years ago. The Pew Research Center
reports, “The number of Americans who do not identify
with any religion continues to grow at a rapid pace. One-
fifth of the U.S. public—and a third of adults under 30—are
religiously unaffiliated today, the highest percentages ever
in Pew Research Center polling.” Thirteen million are self-
described atheists and agnostics with another 14 percent of
the population claiming no particular religious affiliation.

The fields are white unto harvest. Is there anything worse
than being lost, far from God, and or spending eternity
separated from God? Yes! Being lost and having no one
who is looking for you or who even cares that you are lost.
Everything Jesus did as God incarnate can fit into one or
two categories: Seeking and Saving. Seeking can be seen

in his deliberately connecting with people who were lost,
such as Zacchaeus and the woman at the well. Saving was
His helping followers to grow in grace and truth such as the
twelve disciples, Mary and Martha. Our church members say
they are burdened for the lost, but less than 5 percent have
ever shared the gospel.

The reality is that gospel information apart from a
relationship with a real live breathing Christian will have
limited results. It is real people who have been radically
saved caring enough to reach out and calling real people
to also be radically saved. This is accomplished by loving
them and building relationships with them. You must make
people in your circle of influence aware of you in a positive
way by loving them. You need to then connect with them by
learning their names so you can begin praying for them. The
relationship builds when you know their story, listen to their
story, and love them whatever their story is.

Once relationships have been built, then you begin having
spiritual conversations with them. We are not saying there
are never opportunities to present the gospel sooner, because
the debate of whether it is more confrontational or is it more
conversational will not be answered anytime soon. Realize
that it normally takes time multiple conversations when the
person is far from God. The process of planting and watering
is how God uses people, conversations, and experiences to
move people toward the defining moment of placing their
faith and trust in Christ as their Lord and Savior.

In a training | attended over ten years ago Ed Stetzer said,
“It takes time and it often takes conversations. With few

exceptions, people come to Christ after they have journeyed
with other Christians — examining them and considering their
claims.” We do what we do so that we might help others find
Jesus and follow Him. We must get back to the main thing by
praying to the Lord of the harvest that He would send forth
laborers (Matthew 9:37-38).

Then we must refocus our attention on those who are far
from God. What if you tithed 5-10 hours a week to engaging
your community with the gospel? What would that look like?

Prayerfully consider making it your goal, with the
leadership of the Holy Spirit, to have more spiritual
conversations with people in the next 60 days than you did
in 2022. Train yourself and your people how to have good
gospel conversations with non-Christians by answering their
questions, concerns and equipping them to be able to explain
key truths necessary for salvation. Then do not be OK with a
3-5 percent conversion growth rate but have a vision to grow
a healthy thriving church that is at least increasing by a 50
percent conversion rate. Lastly, realize what an honor it is to
be an answer to Jesus’ prayer in Matthew 9!

Larry Barker is the pastor of Cornerstone, Jacksonville.
He also serves as the operations director for North
American Missions. For more information or to

contact him, visit www.bmamissions.org.
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BMA TX Missions cont.

ISAIAS MARTINEZ—
CONROE MISSION
ISAIASMJ1966@GMAIL.COM
Thank you, dear brothers,
for every prayer and support
you give us to be able to do
what we are most passionate
about, to serve Christ.

Prayer Needs: Please pray
for each of our six teaching

points in the city (OIKOS). A lsaias Martinez

KYLE CHEATHAM—
PLANTING IN JARRELL
KYLE@GRACEJARRELL.COM

We have been thrilled to
see our people be quick to
take the initiative to come
alongside and care for one
another, rather than leaving it
to me alone. Our people are
gladly taking the initiative to
share the gospel and invite =
people to church. Please pray A KyleCheatham
for further gospel conversations in our community.

Prayer Needs:

1) Pray for continued evangelism as our people seek to
be “sunlight” to our community. Pray for Jacklyn and me
as we found out we are having a baby girl this October! 2)
Pray for the salvation of a 30 year old named Reed who is
coming regularly and also meeting with me weekly. 3) Pray
for wisdom, timing, and funds for adding live music and a
leader for worship.

LUIS H. PEREZ—
PLANTING IN KYLE
LUISPEREZ6162@GMAIL.COM

I am grateful to the BMA
for all the support of myself
and our church, and we do
not stop praying for the BMA
missionaries.

Prayer Needs:

Keep praying for Kyle's
Sovereign Grace Baptist
Church

A Luis H. Perez

CHRIS MINDI—
ANCHOR, AUSTIN MISSION IN LEANDER
CHRIS.MINDI@BMATS.EDU
If we hit our knees, the
Holy Spirit will do the heavy
lifting. If we hit our knees, the
Holy Spirit will reveal things
that can only be discovered
in the presence of God. If we
hit our knees, the Holy Spirit
will give us God-ideas for our
ministry and family. This is
the truth that we want everybody at Anchor, Austin and all
over the world to realize. After all, “Prayer is the difference
between the best you can do and the best God can do.” M.
Batterson.

A Chris Mindi

Prayer Needs:

Pray for Anchor, Austin as we meet new people and make
connections in this busy place, Austin, Texas. Pray earnestly
for all relationships to be stronger and that we genuinely care
for others so that they know, there is a God who loves in a
perfect way. Pray for ongoing relationships, that the gospel
becomes clear for them to understand and put their faith in
Christ as the Savior.

RUDY VILLAREAL—
HOMETOWN CHURCH IN SAN ANTONIO
RVILLARREAL1@GMAIL.COM

We are seeing growth in
the people you are helping
us reach! We have shared
the gospel regularly. Some
have seen me share the faith
and have been encouraged to
evangelize. We are starting
a regular time to go out and
share the gospel with four
other men who are eager to share the Good News! We started
a Bible Study at the Community Center at Grey Forest, a
little small town right next to Helotes. It is a community
historically recognized for the number of artists who live
there and is frequently described as "eclectic.” We have the
mayor involved and a number of influential neighbors. I also
had an opportunity to meet the Mayor of Helotes and pray for
him, and he invited me to do the invocation for a city council
meeting. | was able to meet some other council members
and am in prayer for them as well. We also have made some
inroads in a popular San Antonio community called "Alamo
Ranch," and are working to reach the people who live there.

A Rudy Villareal

ROBERT LEE—
HARMONY BAPTIST CHURCH IN
NORMANGEE REPLANT
BRO.ROBERT.F.LEE@
GMAIL.COM

Things have been good this
month here in Normangee.
We were blessed to be able
to serve again one week this
month at Panthers for Christ.
We also have some other
good things in the works that,

Lord willing, will give us more opportunities to serve youth
and their families in our community. Pray that these things
would work out in the days ahead.

Prayer Needs:
Pray for continued opportunities.

TIM ALBA—
THE BRIDGE IN SEAGOVILLE
TIMALBA1986@GMAIL.COM
| learned this month that a |
leadership who is not unified
is a church not unified. I have
been teaching our leadership
that unity is our top priority
when it comes to developing
our culture in our church. If
our leaders cannot unify, then -
our people will find no reason A Timothy Alba
to do so. We are working towards building a stronger team so
we can impact our people. If we want our churches to thrive,
we are going to need a church that is unified in our mission
and vision. Philippians 2:2

Prayer Needs:
Please pray for Frank Martinez. He just found out that he
has cancer and we are asking God to do a miracle in his life.

BICHITRANANDA SATPATHY—

INTERNATIONAL BAPTIST |

MISSION,

FORT WORTH I

BICHITRANANDA31@GMAIL. =

CoM ey
B =

Prayer Needs:

Pray for God's power and wisdom
to lead us in our mission efforts and for us to launch in this
year 2023.

A Bichitrananda Satpathy

JOSE TORRES—

TYLER HISPANIC MISSION
Thank you for backing our

work in the Lord with prayer

and finances. We are very

happy to be part of the BMA

family!

Prayer Needs:

Please pray for the
Spanish-speaking people of A JoseTorres
Tyler that they may want to follow Jesus as their Lord and
pray that we may become better and better at disciple making
for the Lord.

Heith Mitchell is the director of BMA of Texas Missions.
Contact him at PO. Box 73, Waxahachie, Texas 75168,
972-923-0757 or hmitchell@bmatexas.org. For more

information, visit www.bmatexasmissions.org.
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BMA Reports and
Recommendations available

The 2023 edition of the BMA Reports and Recommendations
is available for viewing and download from the BMAA
website bmaamerica.org/nationalmeeting. Along with all the
information concerning the national meeting on April 25-27,
2023, at the Antioch Baptist Church in Conway, Arkansas,
churches may now read, print, or download a copy of the
reports and recommendations from the national departments and
committees in order to be ready to consider this business at the
upcoming meeting.

Posting the information on the BMA website has offered
simplified and much more economical means of distributing
these reports to the churches and messengers of the BMA. In the
past few years, the BMA Minute and Meeting Fund has saved
literally tens of thousands of dollars by taking advantage of this
technology.

However, the church support of the meeting expense fund
is still vital to the funding of the national meeting. Various
committee and meeting expenses are still underwritten by this
fund, so it remains critical that churches continue to contribute
to the meeting expense fund. You will notice in the report from
the associational recording clerks that the fund is currently
overdrawn from the expenses of the past two years, so please
respond to this need.

BMA Recording Clerks

Greg Medenwald

Randy Shepherd M

Jerome Cooper e

The annual meeting of the BMA of America will convene
at Antioch Baptist Church, Conway, Arkansas, April 25-27.
Registration for the meeting is simple. Go to the registration
table when you arrive for the meeting and the Enrollment and
Finance Committee will check you in for the meeting and
issue ballots for your messengers.

Those churches that are unable to send messengers
may still represent by letter. You may download a copy of
the church letter from the BMA website bmaamerica.org/
nationalmeeting. If your church is petitioning for affiliation at

2023 BMA NATIONAL MEETING

the meeting, you will need to complete the special section for
petitioning churches. Letters may be presented at the meeting
or mailed to: BMA Recording Clerk, 4601 Texas Boulevard,
Texarkana, TX 75503.

Please help with the meeting expense by bringing or
sending a contribution to the Meeting Expense Fund. You
may bring your church’s offering to the annual meeting and
turn it in to the enrollment committee, or mail it to: BMA
Recording Clerk, 4601 Texas Boulevard, Texarkana, TX
75503.

A challenge that benefits generations to come

By HOLLY MERIWEATHER
BMA Global Missions Center

The Natchez Trace Parkway covers three states and 450 low-
speed miles. Mississippi, Tennessee and Alabama share sections
of this 50-mile-an-hour highway that is meant to be enjoyed by
hiking, biking, camping and horseback riding. If you have ever
driven the parkway, you have noticed the peacefulness of being
the only one on the road.

That’s what native Mississippian, cyclist and BMA Global
President John David Smith will be doing May 8-12, but for
a higher purpose. He says, “This challenge has long been a
personal bucket list item. A big challenge, but it’s not about me.
The ride is called ChangeMaker Challenge 2023 in honor of our
ChangeMakers with whom we partner globally by offering them
church planting grants for new churches.”

The vision for ChangeMaker Challenge is to build a foundation
for future generations of ChangeMakers around the world. The
heart of all missionaries is to establish a ministry that flourishes

well beyond their years on the field. Dr. Smith has the same
vision: to build an income-generating portfolio that will contribute
funding for future ChangeMakers through the money raised.

Your gift will establish a fund to support ChangeMaker
missionaries for generations to come. To learn more or to
give, scan the QR code or go to www.bmamissions.org/
changemakerchallenge.

The one million dollars raised will be added to other available
funds to create a managed investment account where projected
growth will provide a new, recurring, annual income stream for
BMA Global that we project could be $200,000 of annual income
within five years.

When the baton of leadership is passed, what a blessing to
know that current funds are being stewarded to assure ongoing
income to continue church planting around the world for future
generations.

CHANGEVIAKER

LCHAELLENMGE

NMATGHEEZ TRAGE PAMEWAY
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Exciting weekend enjoyed by girls at Daniel Springs Camp

By SARAH LOW

Girls from across Texas gathered at Daniel Springs
Baptist Camp for an exciting weekend of discipleship and
fun sponsored by Texas Girls Missionary Auxiliary (GMA)
March 10-11, 2023. The event, themed GO, was reminiscent
of the early 20th Century newsboys era and was complete
with a New York City street backdrop, vintage bicycle and
newsstand. The event activities were centered around the
Great Commission from Matthew 28:19-20, with a goal of
challenging the girls to follow Jesus as true disciples.

The State GMA officers did an excellent job of planning
and conducting the gathering. The 2022-2023 State GMA
Officers included: President - April LaRose; Vice President
- Abagail Seahorn; Song leader - Hannah Brister; Project
Promoter - Triniti Mauk; Historian - Samantha Dumas; Miss
GMA- Audrey Johnson; Jr. Miss GMA - Aileena Maynard;
and Alternate Jr. Miss GMA - Elyssa Pool.

Friday evening began with the girls participating in
engaging activities including a photo scavenger hunt,
bracelet-making (a BIG hit with all of the girls) and making
Shrinky Dinks. Girls also had the chance to give toward
our project by buying things from the sale table and placing
money in the officer boxes. Later Friday evening, during two
breakout sessions, we heard from two special ladies, one of
whom works in a creative access nation and another who will
be going to Cambodia soon to begin her work there. We also
had other ladies who conducted breakout sessions that gave
our girls the chance to learn more about growing with Christ.

The speaker this weekend was Chris Driver, missionary
care coordinator for the Baptist Missionary Association of
Texas Missions Department. During the Friday worship
time, Bro. Chris spoke about the “recipe” for a disciple of
Jesus, noting that a disciple is someone who: follows Jesus,
is being changed by Jesus, and is on mission with Jesus. Bro.
Chris shared with the girls that who or what we follow will
determine where we go. He highlighted the one thing that
qualifies someone to share the gospel is salvation, and you do
not have to have a degree from seminary to share the Gospel
or lead someone to Christ.

Friday evening following the worship service, girls
enjoyed more fellowship, fun and food, including a flavored
popcorn bar that was sponsored and served by the Texas State
WMA.

Saturday morning, the GMA conducted business and
chose the new project for the 2023-24 year, which is 90
percent to Rose Ng and the Hope for the Future Training
School, and 10 percent Texas GMA General Fund. Then,
Mrs. Kristi Key, Texas WMA president, installed the 2023-
24 officers. The 2023-2024 officers are as follows: President
- Abagail Seahorn; Vice President - Triniti Mauk; Historian
- Allie Mauk; Praise Team- Elyssa Pool and Savannah
Steelman; Project Promotion Team - Aileena Maynard and
Bristyn Wilson.

Following the installation, girls participated in another

breakout session and time of praise and worship. During
the worship service, Bro. Chris shared the following simple
instructions on how to make disciples based on the Great
Commission: 1) find some lost people; 2) tell them about
Jesus; 3) baptize them and 4) teach them to obey Christ’s
commandments. He explained that the Great Commission
affirms that we are sent with the King’s approval, with a plan
(go, baptize, and teach), and we are not sent alone for Christ
is with us always!

Saturday afternoon’s session began with an officer
“Headline Writing” competition for the two officers with
the least and most money collected in their box for the
project. Miss Katie Allen, our assistant GMA/Y LA promoter,
then led in the recognition of our GMA girls” accomplishments
in the forward steps, and the Queen steps, and she also

presented our newly elected Junior Miss GMA is Savannah
Steelman from Rosewood, Gilmer. The total registration
for the event was 66 people. The total funds raised for the
2022-23 project (90 percent Morgan County, Utah, and 10
percent Texas State GMA general fund) was $1924.08, with
$1,731.67 of that going to Gavin and Chase Roberts and their
ministry in Morgan County, Utah.

Sarah Low is the Texas Women’s Missionary
Auxiliary (WMA) editor. Contact her at

sarahbethlow@gmail.com. For more information

about the Texas WMA, visit www.texaswma.com.
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2023 BMA OF AMERICA ANNUAL MEETING

DATE: April 25-27, 2023

PLACE: Antioch Baptist Church, Conway, Arkansas
HEADQUARTERS HOTEL: To be decided

2023 SOAR
DATE: July 3-5, 2023
PLACE: Gaylord Texan, Grapevine, Texas

2023 BMA OF TEXAS ANNUAL MEETING
DATE: Nov. 6-7, 2022
PLACE: Crossroads Church, Rowlett, Texas

In
Loving SMemory
N

RONALD LOY DUNN

Ronald Loy Dunn, age 74, of Waxahachie,

went to meet his Lord and Savior on
March 28, 2023. He was born in Mount
Pleasant Dec. 22, 1948, graduated from
Channelview High School in 1967 and
married his high school sweetheart and
love of his life for over 55 years, Ennetta
Eddins. He worked in the chemical industry until accepting the call to
full-time gospel ministry in 1973. He studied at the BMA Theological
Seminary in Jacksonville and the Criswell Bible Institute in Dallas.
Ordained in 1975, he served faithfully as a pastor for more than
40 years in Baptist churches in Texas and Arkansas. As a printing
business owner, Ronald supplemented his ministry work and
provided for his family. After retiring in 2015, due to health issues,
Ronald and Ennetta moved to Waxahachie where they found an
exceptionally loving church family and place for service as members
of Pathway Baptist Church, formerly known as Farley Street Baptist
Church.

AVAILABLE MINISTRY POSITIONS

ABS DIRECTOR-The directors of the ABS at Louisiana Tech
University in Ruston, Louisiana are seeking a director for that
ministry. Resumes and inquiries may be sent to Deryl Jones at
24205 Hwy 371, Sarepta, Louisiana 71071 or deryl54@yahoo.com.
He may also be reached by phone at 318-423-8540. 423

MUSIC MINISTER—Antioch, Gilmer is seeking a music minister.
We are a growing church, located four miles east of Mineola, that
currently has two services on Sunday mornings ( 8:30 a.m. and
10:50 a.m.) and a 6 p.m. evening service. The position is bivocational
and we prefer someone with choir experience and the ability to
lead congregational singing in the hymns and in some praise and
contemporary worship songs. Send resume to Pastor Michael Mize
at mizem0608@gmail.com. 4223

PASTOR-East Foothills, Lindale is seeking a bivocational pastor.
Resumes, including references, may be emailed to Eastfoothillsbc@
gmail.com or mailed to Marilynn May at 13107 CR 431, Tyler, Texas
75706. Call Josh Richardson at 903-316-3047, if more information is
needed. 423

WORSHIP/YOUTH-Anthony Drive, Ennis is seeking an amazing
person whom God has gifted in multiple areas to fill the dual role
of worship/youth pastor. Must be comfortable with a blended
style of worship. Familiarity with Multi-Tracks, Song Select and Pro
Presenter is a huge plus. Ability to lead with an instrument (guitar
or piano) is also a plus. Someone who embodies the qualifications
of an overseer found in 1 Timothy 3. Someone who will instill trust
and respect in our teens and parents. Someone who can physically
keep up with our active teens, who will evangelize, disciple and
encourage our amazing young adults to use their talents for
Christ. Compensation is $400 per week plus a 3/2 home on church
grounds with necessary utilities (electric, water, gas) paid for by the
church. Please send resume to Pastor Matt Walker at mattwalker@
adbcennis.org.

PASTOR-Calvary, Arlington is seeking a full-time pastor. Send
resume to Calvary Baptist Church, c/o Julian Juarez, 2101 S. Davis,
Arlington, Texas 76013 or resumes@calvarybaptistarlington.org. For
more information, call or text 214-762-9807. 623

YOUTH PASTOR/MINISTER—New Harmony, Tyler is seeking a
fulltime youth director/minister. Send resume to the church at 10251
FM 724, Tyler, Texas 75704 or to Russ Jackson at rgjackson63@
yahoo.com. Ten

YOUTH/STUDENT MINISTRY—Afton Grove, Jacksonville is seeking
a biblically qualified candidate. This is a bivocational position. We
are looking for a minister with a heart for God, a heart for students
and who is ready to plunge into the work. The candidate will love
the Lord and love and lead our students in a growing relationship
with Jesus. Please send your resume to Eddie Richardson at
fasteddie999elr@gmail.com. Ten
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HEAVEN IS A FREE GIFT!

Itis notearned or deserved. No amount of e ort or good works can earn
a place for you in heaven. Why?

Because ...

MAN IS A SINNER.
“For all have sinned . . .” (Rom. 3:23)Because of this, man cannot save
himself.

GOD.

On the one hand, God is merciful and does not want to punish us. Yet
God is just and must punish sin. God solved this problem for us in the
Personof ...

JESUS CHRIST.

He died on the cross to pay the penalty for our sins and rose from the
grave to purchase a place for us in heaven—"the Lord has laid on Him
(Jesus) the iniquity of us all” (Isa. 53:6).

THE GIFT IS RECEIVED BY FAITH.

Saving faith s trusting in Jesus Christ alone for eternal life. It means
resting on Christ alone and what He has done, rather than what you or
| have done to get us into heaven. “Believe on (or trust in) the Lord Jesus
Christ and you will be saved” (Acts 16:31).

SO MAY WEASK . . .

Have you received God's free gift of eternal life?The Bible assures us in
1 John 5:13 that we can know we have eternal life.

Do you know for sure that you are going to heaven when you die?The
Bible says, “Whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved.”
If you are willing to repent (turn away from your sin and to the Lord Jesus) you
can receive the free gift of eternal life by simply praying:Lord Jesus, | know ! am
a sinner and do not deserve eternal life. But | believe You died and rose from
the grave to purchase a place in heaven for me. Jesus, come into my life, take
control of my life, forgive my sins, and save me. | am now placing my trust in
You alone for my salvation, and | accept your free gift of eternal life.
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Modern-day Risks
of Mission Abound
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Contact your local agent today.
Call 844.400.2248 or visit AmericanChurchGroup-Texas.com,

serving the BMA of Texas
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JACKSONVILLE

COLLEGE

Jacksonville College, a vibrant, faith-based, liberal arts institution is accepting
applications for the office of president. An earned doctorate degree is preferred,
with education or related disciplines also preferred. This confident, well-spoken
leader must be a conservative, growing Christian with deep experience in
institutional development, fundraising, and administration. Pastoral ministry-related
experience is a plus. For consideration, please send: A cover letter; a personal
resume which includes family information, your history of work experience, your
personal testimony of faith and contact information for three references. Please
email your application to: gdorr85@gmail.com and wpratt@northsideconroe.com.

Apply by May 31, 2023 for full consideration.

Jacksonville College was founded in 1899, and is affiliated with the Baptist
Missionary Association of Texas and the Southern Baptists of Texas Convention.
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The Baptist Missionary Loan Association (BMLA), a ministry of the Baptist Missionary Association of Texas,
offers loans to churches for everything from land and building purchases, to additions and renovations.

Why consider a loan with BMLA?

We specialize in church building projects.
Since 1953, BMLA has provided loans for churches of the Baptist Missionary Association of Texas. No one
understands the needs and goals of BMA congregations and related ministries better than BMLA. Recently,
BMLA was authorized by the churches of the Baptist Missionary Association of Texas to offer loans to any BMA
church in the United States.

We offer competitive rates and terms.
Unlike many commercial lending institutions, BMLA can save your congregation thousands of dollars by
requiring minimal closing costs and offering competitive rates.

Faithful stewardship finances our loans.
The money invested in BMLA by congregations and individuals finance our loans for building projects and
land purchases.

For more information, visit bmla.org.
I you are ready, you may apply for a loan online at bmla.org.

If you have more questions, call us at 972-923-0758.

We look forward to helping you make your dreams come true!

BMLA, P.O. Box 425, Waxahachie, Texas 75168
www.bmla.org
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June 5 -8 Stand Firm Camp in Camp prices for camps held at
Waesi Toxan"™*
dine 14 - 17 GMA Natlonal Camp
June 18 - 21 Combo Siudoni
Camp
Junel - 21 Combo PreTeen
Camp
July 8 - 12 Pré-Tean Caump
July 16 - 19 Ark-La-Tex Camp
duly 23 - 26 Siudent Camp

Daniel Springs in Gary have
inereased this year.
Regular registration is SLES par
nttendew. Late registration is

5200 par attendes.
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