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Jacksonville College announces first four-year degree

By DAVID ERICKSON, PhD

When Jacksonville College welcomes students
for the fall semester next month, they will be
arriving to the newest bachelors-level program in
Texas. Students are enrolling now in a Bachelor
of Science in Christian Ministry program that
begins in August. This new degree equips future
pastors, missionaries, and other Christian leaders
with a biblical foundation for integrating faith and
knowledge while preparing them for vocational,
co-vocational or volunteer ministry positions.

A focus of the program is practical preparation,
including four professional/vocational certification
courses and six semesters employed in JC Works,
a work-study program that includes both on-
campus jobs and internships in churches and other
ministries.

According to Jacksonville College President,
Dr. David Erickson, “By focusing this new
degree on both rigorous academics and practical
preparation, including training for additional
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career paths, we can build a generation of leaders
who will meet the needs of 21st century churches,
especially in rural Texas.”

This new degree is a significant step to
realizing Jacksonville College’s vision for the
future. Founded in 1899, the college transitioned
to a junior college in the aftermath of WWI. For
more than a decade, Jacksonville College has been
the only private junior college in Texas.

According to President Erickson, “As we
examined the educational needs of young people
in our sponsoring churches and our surrounding
community, it became apparent that as a traditional
liberal arts school that focuses on the spiritual,
intellectual, and character formation of our
students, transitioning to a four-year school that
prepares them for various careers would best meet
their needs.”

The college partnered with Baptist Missionary
Association Theological Seminary, its longtime

sister school also located in Jacksonville, to
create this first bachelor degree in ministry. The
college is already putting plans in motion to open
additional bachelor’s degrees in other fields in the
future.

Students interested in enrolling in the Bachelor
of Science in Christian Ministry should contact
the Admissions Office at 903-586-2518 or
admissions@jacksonvillecollege.edu. Classes
begin Aug. 13, 2025.

David Erickson is the president
of Jacksonville College. Contact
him at 105 B.J. Albritton Drive, "
Jacksonville, Texas 75766, 903-
586-2518 or president@jacksonvillecollege.edu
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A tale of two camps

By CHRIS DRIVER
Baptist Progress Editor

Once upon a time there was a vast
and untamed land called...Texas. During
the days of large motor carriages that
took vast amounts of fuel to run and slow
government speed limits that made journeys
unbearably long, a trek across the large and
difficult terrain was an undertaking that few
except the most rugged heroes dared make.
And fewer still would consider taking the
journey with a group of wild teenagers and
kids all amped up for the fun of church
camp. Thus was born the West Texas BMA
Encampment.

Most BMA of Texas churches don’t
realize that there is another camp happening
each year outside of Daniel Springs Camp
in Gary. But for over 50 years the WTBMA
Encampment has been ministering to the
students of BMA churches from the South
Plains and central-west Texas, not because
they wanted to do their own thing and not
attend Daniel Springs, but because Texas
is truly a large state and getting several
hundred students and kids across the state
wasn’t (and still isn’t) very practical. And
yet, those young people needed the chance
to experience what is often a life changing
experience at camp.

Robby Harris, pastor of Central,
Aspermont, can tell you stories of camps
he attended as a boy in the early 70’s. His
wife, Jeannie has been attending since
1978. And yet, after all these years they
still consider camp one of the best times
of the year for them and their community.
Robby and Jeannie’s love for camp truly has
community impact throughout Aspermont.
Each year Central brings almost 80 students
from their small town. And each year many
of those students go home having made
decisions to follow Christ. The couple
beams with praise to God as they reflect on
their many years of camp.

“We have so many memories from camp
over the years, but getting to experience
camp from both sides (as a camper and now
as a leader) and being a part of the decisions
and lives of so many young people being
changed is something we are so thankful for
and blessed to be a part of.”

Cameron and Angie Dockery, members
and leaders at Fifth Street, Levelland, have
a similar love for WT Camp and what God
has done there over the years.

“It’s wonderful to see how many kids
continue to come to camp every year and to
see them grow. But not just our kids. We get
to see the kids from the other churches grow
up and become amazing young people and

A TALE OF TWO CAMPS continued on p. 3

A Rec time

A Daniel Springs staff leading worship
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A tale of two camps cont.

A Hanging out

followers of Christ. We get to see God working in the lives
of these kids and in those small towns.”

The WTBMA Encampment, now known as Stand Firm
Camp, has met at many different locations throughout the
years. For the last several years they have been hosted by
Big Country Baptist Camp in Lueders (north of Abilene).
But no matter what the location has been over the years, one
of the biggest struggles for the small camp has been having
the man-power to put on a good camp for the kids while
also having the time left for sponsors to actually spend time
building and deepening relationships with their students.
For most of those years, it has been the responsibility of the
leaders and sponsors to run the rec, teach the Bible studies,
inspire the kids, and even be the camp speaker and lead the
worship from time to time. It always got done and God was
glorified and lives were impacted, but it still felt as though a
little help could make it better.

Enter Daniel Springs Camp director, Jason Prewitt. During
a BMAA national meeting, he and I had a conversation
about what could be. I kind of half-heartedly told him he
needed to bring the camp staff over so I wouldn’t be asked to
lead rec that year. Much to my surprise (and delight) he said
it was something we could definitely talk about. In 2019,
Stand Firm camp director, Ronnie Ledbetter brought them
on and our new partnership began.

For the last six years (including the year everything was
shut down by COVID) Daniel Springs has been bringing a
select group of its staff to come out to west Texas to help us
put on our camp Each year they do a variety of tasks and
ministries throughout the four-day camp.

Through the years they have been involved or in charge
of almost every aspect of camp such as worship band, AV
and media, Bible studies for all ages, recreation/camp champ
challenges, videography, and Bible challenge. Their help has
been invaluable and resulted in church leaders and sponsors
being free to have those important times and conversations

with campers that probably wouldn’t have happened
otherwise.

“Getting to know the different crews that Daniel Springs
sends has been really cool for our kids,” Angie Dockery
says. “Jason always has them prepared. We can see that each
one of their staff have a great love for Jesus and want to
share it with our kids. Having Daniel Springs be a part of our
camp is very valuable to our churches and leaders.”

Jeannie Harris feels much the same saying, “It (having
Daniel Springs help) takes a huge load off of us as pastors
and sponsors. It allows us to enjoy camp with our kids
more. And our kids really love interacting with the Daniel
Springs staff.”

Jeremy Franklin, first time attendee to Stand Firm Camp
and new pastor of LakeRidge, Lubbock, loved his first year
of camp in west Texas. “The (small) size of the camp made it
easy to build community and connection and to get to know
the other pastors and sponsors. And Daniel Springs being
there freed us up to be with our students and leave the job of
hyping up the kids to their staff.”

This past June marked the fifth Stand Firm camp Daniel
Springs has worked (COVID year keeps it from being six).
It was an amazing time with our camp speaker being Donny
Parrish, executive director of Lifeword. The theme for this
year’s camp was “Follow the Call” centered on the call of
Jesus to His disciples in Matthew 4:19. The 2025 Stand Firm
camp had 157 total campers from six west Texas churches.
During the camp 14 students made professions of faith in
Jesus Christ!

While the land is still vast and the kids are still wild (but
the speed limits are much higher), this tale of two camps
is a story that continues to produce many eternally happy
endings because one camp is willing to make the arduous
journey across Texas to help the other reach their students
with the life changing hope of Jesus Christ. May the story
continue.

Baptist Progress
Annual Offering

Each year the churches of the BMA of Texas are
encouraged to receive an Anniversary Offering for Baptist
Progress. We are asking churches to continue to support the
ministry of the Baptist Progress in this way. Although we
are under the umbrella of the BMAT Missions, we are still
operating under our own budget and we still need your help
to continue to be the informing and equipping arm of the
BMA of Texas. Would you consider helping us by taking up
an offering with the goal of $113 in celebration of our 113
years of ministry to the churches of the BMA of Texas? We
are proud to serve you and are so thankful for all of your
support.
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Baptist Progress
Ministry Workshop

Join Todd West, BMA of Texas trainer and coach as
he presents “Every Member In Ministry.” Todd will share
practical and biblical insights into how to help your people
grow by getting them more involved in the ministries of your
church. “People don’t just grow in the context of learning.
People also grow in the context of serving” says West.

Hosted by the Baptist Progress, the training will begin at
10 a.m. at the BMA of Texas offices on July 15. Lunch will
be provided. Sign up at www.baptistprogress.org or call the
office at 972-923-0756.
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Your Church’s Missian Mevemen' in foxas

A word from your Missions Office

By HEITH MITCHELL

I had the privilege of serving and connecting the youth
groups of Pathway Baptist, Waxahachie, and First Baptist,
Rice with Lighthouse of Hope, Katy, for a week-long mission
trip. Lighthouse of Hope is your Mission to Nigerian families
in Katy. The students passed out church and VBS invitations
around the community, held a two-day VBS, and worshipped
and fellowshipped with the congregation. The mission
church was strengthened and encouraged and the teens were
forever changed for all they learned and experienced. Would
you consider mission work beside a BMA of Texas Mission?
We would be honored to connect you and assist you.

A word from your missionaries

ERIC JORDAN—BREATH OF PRAISE—BROWNWOOD
ERICABOPCC@AOL.COM

This month we raised up
two new leaders: a Youth
leader, and a Nursing Home
leader.

Prayer Needs:

That the Lord continues to
open opportunities to share
His gospel, and that we have
a successful VBS at the end
of this month.

ISAIAS MARTINEZ—
CONROE MISSION
ISAIASMJ1966 @GMAIL.
CoM

The mission is going
well. We have a strong focus
on discipleship cells. We

A Isaias Martinez

celebrated Father's Day. We are going to raise three brothers
this summer.

Prayer Needs:

Pray for the church's goal to have our own place by 2026.
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CHRIS DRIVER—OASIS CHURCH, LEVELLAND
PASTOR CONNECTION/BAPTIST PROGRESS
CJDRIVER316@GMAIL.COM

Howdy from west Texas!
Summer is here and things
have heated up for Oasis
(even if the temps in west
Texas haven’t). We continue
to grow both spiritually and
numerically. It is an exciting
time for Oasis. We had
another amazing baptism
service where three believers gave their testimonies of God’s
salvation and transformation in their lives. It is always such a
beautiful time for us as a church family. We also had our first
ever Fifth Sunday Serve day. We canceled regular services
and went out into the community to be the church and serve
the Lord in various ways. It was amazing! I am so proud of
our people and how God is moving in and through them.
Thank you for letting us be a part of God’s plan and mission
here in west Texas.

Prayer Needs:

Pray for new connections in Sundown, open doors for
the gospel, and the start of our new discipleship groups and
strategy.

A Chris Driver

A The joy of life in Christ!

A Oasis Church loving on residents
of Lynwood nursing home

A Filling community blessing
boxes at Fifth Sunday serve

JOSE GIL—PROYECTO MISIONERO "LIDIA"—SPRING
JOSEDARIO.GIL@GMAIL.COM

Lourdes and I are so
grateful. After 18 months
since our shy beginning in The
Woodlands we have preached
to more than 50 people and
baptized three. At the present
time we are serving in three
cells: Spring, The Woodlands
and Conroe. Despite the usual

A Jose Gil

absences due to work schedule changes of the cell attendees,
we are sharing the good news of salvation to approximately
25 every week. More than preaching doctrine, which we do,
we are making friends and letting them witness the blessing
of being part of the family of God.

Prayer Needs:

Resilience health income

j
A Our friends, the people we
serve in cells in Spring, Conroe

A The Woodlands for God's glory
in Jesus

LUIS H. PEREZ—
IGELSIA BAUTISTA GRACIA SOBERANA—KYLE
LUISPEREZ6162@GMAIL.COM

Thank God! Now there are
three men and four women
who are already beginning to
develop biblical studies, they
are not scholars but they are
already beginning to structure
their biblical studies and I
give them the opportunity
to present it on Wednesdays
before the church prayer.

A Luis Perez

BMA TX MISSIONS continued on p. 13
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FOSTER CARE & ADOPTION

Dependence Day

By JASON CURRY

Every year on July 4, we celebrate Independence Day. It
is a time to reflect on the freedoms we enjoy as Americans—
freedom of speech, freedom of worship, and the freedom
to pursue our dreams. But as a follower of Jesus, I believe
there is another kind of celebration we need to embrace:
Dependence Day.

This is a time to remember that our deepest freedom
doesn’t come from a government or a constitution. It comes
from God. We are often told that if we work hard, we will
succeed. That is the American Dream. But the gospel tells me
something even more important—my hard work will never
be enough to earn my way to heaven. That is why I celebrate
the fact that my salvation does not depend on me. It depends
on Jesus. That is a freedom worth rejoicing in.

Psalm 33:12 says, “Blessed is the nation whose God is
the Lord, the people He chose for His inheritance.” We are
blessed not because we are independent, but because we are
dependent on the One who gives life, grace and purpose.

Our Founding Fathers understood this. John Adams once
said, “Our Constitution was made only for a moral and
religious people. It is wholly inadequate to the government
of any other.” And Alexis de Tocqueville, a Frenchman who

traveled through America in the 1830s, observed that religion
was the foundation of American life. If we want to preserve
our freedom, we must stay rooted in the God who gave it to
us.

But freedom also means people can choose wrongly. In
TBHC’s ministry, I have seen the pain that comes when
people use their freedom to harm children. That is why I
am praying that God would stir the hearts of His people to
open their homes to children in need. The need for foster and
adoptive families is great, and the Church is uniquely called
to meet it.

So, this year, let’s not just celebrate independence. Let’s
also celebrate our dependence on God—and ask Him how we
can use our freedom to serve others. I’m just sayin’.

Jason Curry is the president of the Texas Baptist F"

Home for Children. Contact him at 629 Farley St, #
Waxahachie, Texas 75165, 972-937-1321 or jcurry@ A ’ -
tbhc.org. For more information, visit www.tbhc.org. l#-

t

An Expression of Everlasting Love
Many of our friends choose to honor or remember a
family member, a friend, or an associate with a gift for
the children of the Baptist Home. Texas Baptist Home for
Children, in turn, notifies the appropriate person. Listed in
capital letters are those honored or remembered from Jun.
1-30, 2025.

ENDOWMENTS
MYRA STOKES: Bill Stokes

HONORARIUMS
ANGIE & TIM LEVENDUSKY: Leon & Johnnie Ross

BEBE & LARRY HENSON: Leon & Johnnie Ross
BRAD & MELODY JOHNSON: Leon & Johnnie Ross
CLAIR & WESLEY HENSON: Leon & Johnnie Ross
ELISA HENNINGER: Brian Mauk

GOD ALMIGHTY: Karen Anglin

LIBBY & CLARK KEIFER: Leon & Johnnie Ross
MARY DUNAVANT: Rebekah Johnson

REBEKAH LOW: Leon & Johnnie Ross

MEMORIALS

BELINDA MERRILL: Roy & Judith Howard
BUDDY & LULU HAZELL: Cheryl Briscoe

CECIL DOWNEY: Carlie Downey

CLAY IRVIN: Rosewood Baptist Church

DANNY PHILLIPS: Rosewood Baptist Church
GAIL MITCHELL: Donna & Larry Epps

GEORGE 0. CONN: Oma Conn

GLORIA JEAN THOMPSON: Charles & Charlotte Johnson
GRADY MANNING: James & Cheryl Stafford
JAMES RAY LANDERS: Donna Collom

JANICE DAVIS: Temple Baptist Church, Mexia
JERI RENE MORRIS: Tina McKnight

JIMMIE NORRIS: Temple Baptist Church, Mexia
JOE KIZER: Charlotte & Charles Johnson
LOVITA OUIMET: James Ouimet

MARY FULLER: Ricky Thompson

OWEN PARSON: Albert Rinne

PAULA GOUGH: Albert Rinne

PAULINE SHIRLEY: Charles Sebring

ROYCE RAY HOWARD: Courson Family Oil & Gas
ROYCE RAY JOHNSON: Mr. & Mrs. Weese
SARA LOUISE BATTERTON: David & Linda Todd

WILLIAM EDWARD PLATT SR.: Sarah & George Waller;
Barbara Brown
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Providing Ioans to
churches since 1953

By JERRY FULTON

Since 1953, the Baptist Missionary Loan Association (BMLA)
has existed as a department and ministry of the Baptist Missionary
Association of Texas providing loans to churches. The BMLA
provides loans for land and church building purchases, remodeling
and renovation projects, and construction of church sanctuaries,
educational buildings, children’s buildings, fellowship halls and
family life centers.

Should a church need a loan, all that is required to get the
process started is for someone authorized by the church to simply
complete the application form at BMLA.org. Once the application
is received, someone from the BMLA will contact the church’s
representative within two to three business days.

The question is often asked, “What are your rates?” Well, with
interest rates as high as they are these days, the typical interest rate
offered by the BMLA on loans is the same as the current New
York Prime Rate, which is currently 7.5 percent. The loan term
offered by the BMLA—15 years—is in line with what most banks
and credit unions offer for commercial loans. The BMLA does
not make personal loans or auto loans, only building and property
loans, and the first lien is required on every loan. The BMLA
requires nothing down for loans and closing costs are minimal.

INVEST WITH US

Because the purpose of the BMLA is to offer financial
assistance to mission churches and established churches for
purchasing property, buildings and remodeling, churches and
individuals are encouraged to invest with the BMLA. The BMLA
offers investment certificates, similar to certificates of deposit. A
$1,000 minimum is required, and the rate is locked in for one year.
Currently, the BMLA is paying 3 percent interest on our investment
certificate. Share accounts, similar to passbook savings accounts,
are also available and require a minimum deposit of only $5.

The beauty of investing with the BMLA is that if one deposits
his or her money this morning and decides that he or she needs
it back this afternoon, there is no penalty for early withdrawal,
as there would typically be at least a 10 percent penalty for early
withdrawals from banks or credit unions.

All accounts are backed by loans to churches. Additionally, we
have funds in banks that are FDIC insured and funds with RBC
Wealth Management that are insured by the Securities Investor
Protection Corporation (SIPC). Both churches and individuals may
invest with the BMLA.

For more information on loans or investments, email jerry@
bmatexas.org or call us at 972-923-0758.

Jerry Fulton is the director of the Baptist §
Missionary Loan Association. Contact him
at P.O. Box 425, Waxahachie, Texas 75168,
972-923-0758 or jerry@bmatexas.oryg.

-amily Ties

By CHRIS DRIVER
BMAT Missionary to West Texas

Every year in June, your BMA of Texas missionaries and
our families come together to rest and celebrate what God has
been up to throughout the year. It has become such a sweet
time of fellowship, connection, renewal and encouragement. It
is time spent building and deepening relationships between the
missionaries as well as introducing our families to the greater
mission family that many of them don’t start out knowing they’re
a part of. Over the past six years, this special time has grown from
five couples to almost 100 people including the missionaries, their
families, missions staff and support personnel. To say that our
mission family has grown would be a world class understatement.

Being a missionary, whether here in Texas or across the
world, is a tremendously difficult and stressful calling. It’s a call
to dedicate everything you are to go to a people group or town
and live amongst them with the sole purpose of winning people
to Christ and making disciples as Christ builds His church. As a
missionary, you know going in that it’s going to be difficult, but
what most of us don’t realize is the magnitude of the loneliness
that comes with the call. That’s why your missions department
committed six years ago to bringing our missionaries together once
a year for a retreat where they can rest and recover and recharge in
the presence of those who know the journey because they’re on it
too.

Six years ago we started in the missions office. But since then,
we’ve come together in cities across the state. We’ve been to San
Antonio, Galveston, New Braunfels, and this year, to Grapevine.
Each city has provided your missionaries with special memories
and activities. But the highlight of each stop and city has been to
see and hear how God is using our mission family all across our
great state and to realize and remember we’re not alone on this
journey. The result? Family. God has built a family tied together
by the mission we share and the journey that mission takes us on.

Over the last few years, this retreat has been especially
important in our missionaries’ journeys because we’ve reached
the point in our department process where missionaries are now
completing their five years of support and training. Each year
now, we're seeing these churches that God birthed in the hearts of
faithful men, fully mature and stepping out on their own. And so, it
has become our tradition to honor each of these churches and their
leadership with a special ceremony led by coach/trainer Todd West.

This year we celebrated Jaime Garcia and Iglesia Bautista
Antioquia in Gilmer; Aderemi Badru and Lighthouse of Hope for
All Nations Church in Katy; and Chris Mindi and Anchor Austin
Church in Georgetown. Three more new BMA of Texas churches
taking the field in no small part because of the faithful support
and prayers of the churches of the BMA of Texas. The mission of
Christ truly is the tie that binds!

A Pastor Jaime Garcia and wife Gloria of Iglesia Bautista Antiquia
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BUILDING FROM THE GROUND UP!

By Dr. John David Smith
President
bmaglobal.org

n global missions, we often celebrate the fruit—churches planted, believers
baptized, lives transformed. But every harvest begins with soil, seed, and sweat.
The reality is that gospel work among the nations almost always begins from
scratch. Missionaries enter with empty hands and full hearts, building from the
ground up in foreign soil, often with nothing but a burden from God and the power of the
Spirit. The biblical mandate is clear, and the strategy must reflect both Christ’s model and
the New Testament pattern: humble beginnings, patient labor, and incarnational living.

This year’s World Missions Day theme, “Send Me,” resonates deeply with the legacy
of BMA Global Missions. For 75 years, BMA missionaries have left home and comfort
behind, embracing the unknown for the sake of the gospel. From small villages to crowded
cities, they have obeyed the call to begin where no church existed. Their sacrifices form the
backdrop for this article series, rooted in the biblical call to build Christ’s Church, one life,
one disciple, one gathering at a time.

The apostle Paul’s words still anchor our purpose: “No one can lay any foundation
other than the one already laid, which is Jesus Christ” (1 Cor. 3:11). True mission work
does not export a cultural package—it exalts Christ. Cultural anthropology reminds us
that every people group already has a worldview, traditions, and patterns of behavior. Our
task is not to replace their
culture but to redeem it with
the truth of the gospel. This
means moving slowly, listening
carefully, and communicating
in ways that make sense within
their context.

Missionaries must become
students of the culture. Cultural
assumptions, when unchecked,
can smother rather than serve
the gospel. From language
learning to worldview analysis,
a faithful ground-up approach
requires deep contextualization
and humility.

The model of Christ—the
Word made flesh who dwelled
among us—is the heartbeat
of incarnational missions.
Missionaries don't work above
or apart from the people
they serve; they live among
them, suffer with them, and
grow alongside them. This
incarnational posture—“Send
Me!”—requires surrender,
discomfort, and a long-term
vision.

Suffering is not incidental
to mission—it is often the
soil in which the gospel takes
root. From the apostolic age to
modern missions, we see again
and again that “all who desire
to live godly in Christ Jesus

will suffer persecution” (2 Tim. 3:12). Whether through political instability, disease, or
rejection, missionaries often face the reality that the path to planting a church is paved with
personal sacrifice.

And yet, there is joy in the struggle. As Jesus taught, the kernel of wheat must fall and
die to produce a harvest (John 12:24). Each difficulty faced is a chance to join Christ in His
suffering and to trust in God’s redemptive power to bring fruit.

The end goal of ground-up missions is not simply evangelism—it is the birth of a
local, mature, and multiplying church. As the BMA’s “Mature Church Model” outlines,
these churches are marked by gospel clarity, spiritual vitality, indigenous leadership, and
contextualized worship. We are not just spreading beliefs; we are establishing communities
of believers who live out the gospel in their own heart language and cultural forms.

Looking Ahead

This series will highlight stories and strategies from missionaries who are planting
gospel seeds where there was once no witness. Their lives testify that the Spirit still works in
new soil, that the Church still grows from nothing, and that the gospel still transforms. May
we be inspired to say with Isaiah, “Here am I. Send me.

July 2025 1 7



mission:worl

N E W S

TAKING THE GOSPEL TO CAMBODIA

By David Perez and Juren Mamon
ChangeMaker Missionaries in Cambodia
bmaglobal.org

hen God calls, we often begin with a simple “yes” For Pastors David

Perez and Juren Mamon, that “yes” became the first step toward a bold

mission: taking the Gospel to Cambodia. What began as a short-term

exposure trip soon became a clear and compelling call to build some-
thing from the ground up: a Christ-centered ministry among one of Asia Pacific’s spiritu-
ally hungry nations.

A Burden for Cambodia

During a visit to Cambodia, Pastor David Perez witnessed something that changed his
life forever. He saw the deep spiritual hunger of the Cambodian people—communities with
little to no access to the Gospel, yet full of openness and yearning for hope. That moment
became a turning point. “The Lord was clear,” he said. “I must go”

Pastor Juren Mamon, similarly, never imagined that his background in motorcycle
repair and vocational skills would one day play a central role in foreign missions. Yet in
Cambodia, he saw a way to connect deeply with young men, offering training, mentorship,
and ultimately, the Gospel. “I realized all of my education, experience, and training were
God’s preparation for this very work,” Juren shared. “Now I can use those skills to point
others to Christ”

From Preparation to Launch

The path to the mission field wasn’t immediate. It took months of spiritual, emotional,
and practical preparation. Both men dedicated themselves to prayer, studying God’s Word,
and seeking counsel. “Crossing cultures isn’t just about packing bags,” David noted. “It
requires a surrendered spirit, a renewed mind, and a heart anchored in God’s Word.”

Leading up to their departure in April, the pastors traveled across the Philippines,
sharing their vision with local churches. These visits not only built support but also sparked
a shared passion for missions. “We were overwhelmed by the generosity and encourage-
ment,” Juren said. “Seeing churches catch the vision reminded us we are not alone.”

A New Beginning in Cambodia

Now on the ground in Cambodia, Pastors David and Juren are beginning their min-
istry at the grassroots level, literally. Their initial focus is on building relationships and
trust among locals, especially in rural provinces. They visit villages, bring food and toys to
children, and share the love of God in practical ways.

Language remains a key hurdle. Khmer is complex, but both pastors are committed to
learning it completely—reading, writing, and speaking. “We can’t explain the Gospel clearly
unless we understand their language and culture,” David emphasized.

They are also partnering with Filipino teachers renovating a rural school, providing
not only physical help but spiritual encouragement to the community. Opportunities like
these serve as open doors for the Gospel and allow the pastors to live out their faith in ac-
tion.

Long-Term Vision: Discipleship and Development

The ultimate vision is discipleship. Both pastors dream of seeing young Cambodians
come to know Christ, be trained in Scripture and life skills, and return to their villages
equipped to lead. “We want to raise up local disciples who will carry the Gospel to their
own people,” Juren said.

They are praying for a mission
house in Phnom Penh, a hub that
would serve as both a discipleship
center and a temporary home for
rural youth studying or work-
ing in the city. There, these young
people would receive pastoral care,
vocational training in small engine
repair, and English lessons, all
grounded in the Gospel message.

Strengthening the Work at Home

Even as they invest in Cambo-
dia, the pastors have ensured that
the work they helped build in the
Philippines remains strong. With
outreach ministries, ALS programs,
and churches continuing under
local leadership, they leave behind a
legacy that will flourish. “This is the
fruit of years of Gospel labor,” David
said. “We believe God will sustain
and grow it

Faith for the Journey Ahead

The road ahead is filled with
challenges, including language
barriers, cultural adjustments, and
spiritual warfare, but these men are
undeterred. They rest in Christ’s
promise in Matthew 28:20: “Lo, I
am with you always” That assurance propels them forward with faith.

“We are truly building from the ground up,” David reflected. “There’s very little here,
but we trust God to accomplish something magnificent”

“This is more than a mission,” added Juren. “It’s a partnership...with God, with the
church, and with everyone who prays and supports this work”

Together, these two men are living proof that when God calls, He equips—and when
we say “yes,” He opens doors no man can shut. The journey has just begun, and by God’s
grace, the fields of Cambodia will see a harvest—one soul at a time.
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STARTING FROM SCRATCH

By Jarred Etheredge
Missionary to South Africa
bmaglobal.org

hen God called
us to the valley
we currently are
serving in, it
was a big step of faith. Not only was
it in a new-to-us area, but there was
also nothing on the land that had
been given by the tribal authority. No
municipal services or even any hope of
ever getting them, no water, no road.

The first few weeks my wife and
I slept in the back of our truck under
a tree as we established a fence and
began work on a long drop toilet.
Thereafter we set up a 6x10 tent and
our family of six moved on site. Life in
the tent was interesting to say the least
with many adjustments and a lot of
grace needed. We cooked on fire, used
heavy black plastic bags to heat water
for baths, and learned to live in cycle
with the daylight. Our water came
by tractor from a nearby river into a
1,000 gallon tank we procured. During
this season we continued to learn our
new community and customs while
building relationships and structures
for the future.

Eight months later a wind event-
we think it might have been a small
tornado-destroyed our tents and
forced us into the workshop we had
only just finished. While in the shop
we were able to get solar electricity,
which, after a year of having none, was
welcomed with tears of joy. Not long
after that the Lord blessed us with a
water well and additional larger water storage tanks.

Eighteen months after moving to the village we finally were able to move into our
small house. The Lord taught us so much during that time and knit our hearts together
with the community around us. They saw us live like they live. They watched us struggle
and learn what village life is like. They would ask why we would stay and why we would do
these things, when surely because of our nationality and skin color we could afford to go
somewhere else. Some even offered to find us established homes in other more “easy” areas.
This opened the door for great Gospel conversations and opportunities that the Lord is still
reaping a harvest from to this day. We didn’t stay because we were stubborn or strong. We
stayed because this is where God put us.

On some of the clear cool nights we would sit around the fire and watch the stars and
count satellites that passed overhead. We would see the lights from the surrounding villages
and try to learn what we could about them from our local friends. We found out that
from our home we can see seven villages that have no Gospel presence at all. No church,
no fellowship, nothing. This ignited our prayers for God to provide opportunities and
pathways into these villages.

In early 2024 a door opened into a village about five miles from us, and in February
we began holding meetings in a local community member’s garage. Though this village
is a short distance away, a large river separates them from us. In the dry season our 4x4
truck can cross with little effort, but in the rainy season our trip extends by 70 miles to go
around the mountain to the other side. On this longer drive we found other villages which
we couldn’t see but must travel through on our way that also have no church. We now pick
up people along the way as we travel, even having to make second trips to some villages to
make sure we pick up everyone. To celebrate our first year of meeting together we held a
special baptismal service where 14 people stepped into the muddy water for baptism.

Whether building a home site or planting a church where none existed previously,
there will inevitably be great highs and lows. The peaks and the valleys go together in the
building of God’s vision for His people. In all of them our focus remains on the call that
God birthed in us and His desire to see His people saved. Hard days will come and go but
the Kingdom of God stands forever. Most people will never see the places we live or know
what joy and sacrifice went into establishing them, but I am fully assured of this: It is worth
it.
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REACHING THE WORLD WITH THE GOSPEL

By Emily Brantley
Lifeword
lifeword.org

s Lifeword continues its mission to speak the gospel in the heart language

of every person, teams around the world are expanding outreach efforts,

training new disciples, and developing creative strategies to overcome

obstacles. From Asia to the Americas, God is opening doors, and Lifeword
teams are walking through them in faith.

Asia: Training, Tutorials, and New Frontiers

Pastor Pete in the Philippines is diligently following up with broadcasters across the
islands, especially helping older pastors adapt to modern media tools. Though personal
circumstances have limited his travel, Pastor Pete continues training online and is
preparing new tutorials to support pastors and technicians across Asia-Pacific. Exciting
developments include growing interest in Cambodia and Vietnam, where pastors are eager
to launch gospel media broadcasts. These doors are significant opportunities to reach the
unreached in Asia-Pacific.

In the Middle East, Bro. Joe Costa reported positive progress on four ministry pages,
especially those reaching New Age and Muslim audiences. Engagement is growing, with
open conversations taking place through the “Feast” program, which connects believers
with the LGBTQ+ community in thoughtful, respectful dialogue. Despite the volatility of
the region, there is great hope for gospel advancement.

Africa: Overcoming Obstacles, Advancing the Gospel

In Africa, Brother Hayford is continuing his gospel work despite the technical
challenges of limited
internet access. He's
training to produce
radio and streaming
content and
preparing to disciple
others in video and
audio editing.

Meanwhile,
in Liberia, Bro.
Abraham Cheyee
reports exciting
progress as the
gospel spreads
into rural and
even Muslim
communities. Many
have come to faith,
and Lifeword is
encouraged by the
fruit of faithful
ministry in hard-to-
reach areas. The team
continues recording
and distributing
content while
trusting God for
more breakthroughs
in infrastructure.

Europe: Expanding Partnerships and Reaching New Audiences

Bro. Bogdan and the European team are building new partnerships and expanding
their media platforms. A highlight this season was a baptism event, including the return
of a former Gypsy speaker now living in Germany. With this momentum, the team is
considering a new media project aimed at ministering to Gypsies in Germany or German-
speaking Gypsy communities.

Americas: Discipleship and Preparation for Colombia

Bro. Valmori recently began discipling a new believer and asked for prayer as he and
Bro. Rigoberto work to continue to support Lifeword’s vision by pairing media outreach
with on-the-ground evangelism in their region.

Conclusion

Lifeword is pressing forward with over 200 monthly productions in 165 languages and
planning to expand into 10 more. Whether it’s online tutorials, grassroots discipleship, or
cross-cultural conversations, the global team is committed to sharing Jesus in every heart
language. Please continue to pray for the teams, their families, and the people they serve.
The harvest is plentiful—and Lifeword remains on mission.

Lifewsrd

Lifeword SundaysOctaber 19, 2(
ifeword.org/lifewdrsun
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GMA Mission Trip to Mexico

By ERIC JOHNSON

On June 24, a GMA team flew to Querétaro, Mexico, to
serve with missionaries Sara and Tommy Rose. The team
included five from Texas, two from Arkansas, two from
Louisiana and six from Mississippi. After serving there a few
days, they traveled by van another eight hours to serve in
and around Huejutla, where Denise and Grady Johnson are
missionaries. Bro. Eric Johnson, pastor of First, Jacksonville,
had these thoughts to share:

“There are special moments in life when you can undeniably
say that God does things in our life that change us forever”
were Bro. Grady Johnson’s words last night during our
devotional time as we prepared to return to the US after an
incredible week in Mexico. Bro. Grady went on to say, “this
week was one of those times”.

Over the past week my wife and I have been on a VSM
trip in Mexico with a group of GMA ladies. A couple of years
ago, Lane Flynt began talking to Kelly Johnson and me about
the possibility of taking a GMA group to Mexico. Together,
we made an exploratory trip. Upon returning, we began to
seek God’s will about it. Last Tuesday, we joined Lane, Lisa
Rust, Bro. Estuardo Marroquin, and ten GMA girls headed to
Mexico.

I truly cannot convey in words how impressed I am with
these girls. We had a very full week of activities planned, and
these ladies cheerfully and tirelessly served the people and
churches we visited. They made me so thankful for the BMA
churches who have poured into them and are helping them
continue to grow in their walk with the Lord.

We were thankful to be able to assist missionaries Sara (my
sister) and Tommy Rose for a couple of days in Querétaro
before going down the mountains of Mexico to aid BMA
churches in the state of Hidalgo, where I grew up with my
missionary parents. Kelly and I also served for a time as
missionaries there. When I was a kid, GMA groups would
come every year to visit us in Mexico. This is the first group in
many years to go there, so I was grateful to get to be a part of it.

After a long day driving, the group arrived safely in
Huejutla, Hidalgo, just in time for a dinner prepared for us
by the ladies of FBC Huejutla. Every day in Huejutla was
filled with activities: serving at the Martha Johnson School,
including judging a spelling bee and playing with the kids
at the elementary school; driving to the nearby village of
Pepeyocatitla and directing a one-day VBS; participating in
several activities with several local GMA groups, including
the GMA of FBC Huejutla. The entire group was blessed to
worship with fellow believers of FBC Huejutla in their Sunday

morning service and the girls helped with Sunday school/
children’s church. It was all exhilarating and exhausting.

There were dozens of instances on this trip with people God
placed in our path that yielded blessings. I wish I could share
all of them with you, but I will share one.

Before we arrived to Mexico last week, we had rented a
van to take us down the mountain. The van was ready when
we arrived, and on the second day we went shopping. While
Sara, Lisa, Kelly and Lane went into the store to gather
supplies, Bro. Grady got out of the van to kick the tires and
noticed a leak coming from transmission. The decision was
made to secure a different vehicle. Thank the Lord, in just a
few minutes Bro. Grady found a new van that had more space,
and it came with a driver, Timothy. The following morning,
Timothy arrived with the van and we finished the eight hour
drive to Huejutla.

Monday morning, we again loaded the van to begin the
return trip up the mountain to Queretaro where we would catch
a Tuesday morning flight back to the US. As I rode in the front,
and talked with Timothy, (our driver) he expressed curiosity
about our reason for coming to such a remote place. I shared
with him that our group had come to serve with the churches
there to show people the love that God has for them. He told
me he had been watching us at all the activities and that he
was moved that a group of girls would come so far just to “be
kind” to people they had never met. He had seen the love of
God in the lives of our GMA girls. About six hours into the
drive, Timothy heard the Gospel, and prayed to trust Jesus as
his Lord and Savior!

Thank God for slow credit card readers that kept us waiting
in the first van. Thank God the first van sprung a leak. Thank
God for BMA churches that send missionaries to the nations.
Thank God for the testimony of believers in those nations.
Thank God for this group of GMA girls and their sponsors
being willing to go. God used them to soften the heart of a man
named Timothy that is now a child of God and our brother in
Christ! Thank God for sending His Son that we might have life
in Him.

I have been changed forever by the things God did this
week. Thank you, girls, so much. And, Texas WMA ladies,
thank you, so much!

WMA PROJECT TOTALS UPDATE

As of the Baptist Progress July deadline, the state WMA
has received $15,424 of our $30,000 goal for Texas Baptist
Home for Children.

TBHC has three requests for us this month. 1. Many of
the TBHC staff are experiencing hospitalization of family
members. 2. Pray for the TBHC trip to Moldova this month. 3.
Pray that God would arrange the sale of a property that would
meet great needs in our ministry.

IMPORTANT AUXILIARY DATES AND INFORMATION

July 19—State Sunbeams, Jacksonville College, 9 a.m.-3
p-m.

July 25-26—TX WMA Retreat, Rosewood, Gilmer

Sept 13—Houston-Anderson District WMA, First Baptist
Church of Slocum

Be sure to check the WMA website, www.texaswma.com
for complete details on events

You can help the National WMA of BMAA help Just the
Crumbs as they respond to disasters like the current flooding in
Central Texas. To be able to do this takes financial assistance as
well as volunteers.

Our project goal is to raise $90,000. It’s a big goal, but we
serve a BIG God!

Make checks payable to:
WMA of BMAA

PO Box 23

Salem, MO 65560
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The Master’s Builders at Round Prairie, Fairfield

By NELDA MALONE

The Master's Builders Reporter

Right after Memorial Day weekend, The Master’s
Builders arrived at Round Prairie, Fairfield. Builders were
there to help work on the interior of a new sanctuary.
Round Prairie is the home church for two of the Master’s
Builders couples, Donnie and Darlene Cockerell and
Don and Pam Windham. It was such a blessing for these
Builders to help at their home church. Pastor Chris George,
and, wife Julie, made the group feel so welcomed.

The Master’s Builders framed walls that were 28-foot
tall around a new sanctuary that is approximately 100’ x
100’ and will have 650 seats. The huge walls continued
around the sanctuary and behind the changing rooms and
closets which were built on each side of the stage. The
stage was also built and is 50ft. x 20ft. and is 3ft. tall with
an inside staircase on each side. The Builders also built
a sound booth approximately 12ft. x 8ft. at the back of
the sanctuary. The way the walls were built was in two
sections. It is difficult to describe this process, but if you
see the pictures and videos on Facebook, you will see how
amazing this work was. Thank you again, Lord, for helping
The Master’s Builders men through their daily work at
Round Prairie and protecting them. Thankfully, only a few
band-aids were issued from the first aid kit on this job.

This is the third visit to Round Prairie Baptist Church
for the Master’s Builders! In 2006 the Builders were
called to build a family life center for the church. Then,
in 2008 the Builders returned to turn that same family life
center into a sanctuary, as the church had outgrown the old
sanctuary. Now, they have outgrown it again. Praise God!
A big thank you to all the help from the Round Prairie
church members, as this work was being done. Many
members came to help when they could. One member, Jack
Carroll, worked each day alongside the Builders along
with Landon Bostic, a 16-year-old who gave up several of
his summer vacation days to work alongside the group and
was such a big help. It is such a blessing to The Master’s

Builders when they can work alongside folks from the
church they are helping.

The Master’s Builders were also blessed to have a young
couple from Go Forth Baptist Church in Kilgore come out
to help, John and Kelsey Gradberg. This couple took some
vacation time, brought their tent, and camped and worked
with The Master’s Builders the whole first week. They are
certainly loved and appreciated by The Master’s Builders
and are the newest members to the group. There is much
prayer for the Lord to send workers, and the Builders are
seeing this happen.

While the Builders worked at Round Prairie, their
RVs were parked at a campground very near the church.
Thank you to Sheldon and Helyn Williams, of Fairfield,
for getting their RV park ready for the eight RVs. The
Master’s Builders loved their stay there, even with ALL
the rain. A BIG thank you to all the folks from Round
Prairie who prearranged the many delicious meals that
were served to the Builders. Monica and Reggie Davis,
Kat and Ken Jones, Rodney and Mary Dodd, and many
others coordinated and cooked for the group. A lot of work
and planning was done to make sure that all were well-fed
while they worked.

The Master’s Builders next job is scheduled to be at
Daniel Springs Encampment in Gary, September 8-19. If
you are in the area, please come by and visit. The Builders
would love to meet you and tell you more about this
ministry! If this job changes, we will post it on Facebook.

As always, The Master’s Builders would encourage you
to FOLLOW them on Facebook at “The Master’s Builders”
(arbor logo). Pray for this ministry, follow the jobs and
pray with them each day as they work. You will enjoy it.
If you have questions about the Master’s Builders ministry,
or if your church has building needs, contact Mike Green
at 972-935-3877, David Axe at 903-918-0702, or Eddie
Sikes at 479-462-1675.

Rose Hill Baptist
Church to Host Annual
Homecoming Service

MINEOLA, Texas—Rose Hill Baptist Church, located at
1420 County Road 2460, invites the community to join in
its annual Homecoming Services on Sunday, July 20, 2025,
beginning at 10 a.m.

This special day of worship and fellowship will feature
guest speaker Adam McMahon, bringing an inspiring
message to commemorate the occasion. Worship will be led
by the talented group “Whosoever,” promising a powerful
time of praise and music.

Following the service, everyone is encouraged to stay
for a potluck lunch and time of fellowship—a wonderful
opportunity to reconnect with old friends and make new ones
in a warm, welcoming atmosphere.

Whether you’re a longtime member, former attendee
or a first-time visitor everyone is invited to be a part of
this meaningful celebration. The event is hosted under the
leadership of Pastor Ben Graves, who welcomes all with
open arms. Come celebrate faith, family, and fellowship
at Rose Hill Baptist Church’s 2025 Homecoming—we look
forward to seeing you there!

2024 BMA of Texas
Minute Book
available online

The 2024 BMA of Texas Minute Book is now available
online. Visit bmatexas.org, click “INFO” in the menu, then
click “BMA of Texas Minute Books.” Finally, enter the
password “BMAT Vault” to view the minute book.

Baptist Missionary
Association of Texas

Jacksonville, Texas
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BMA Texas Missions cont.

Prayer Needs:

Last week, and to be more precise, on Monday, I was also
having anxiety attacks, and it is not easy; I had to sit down
and try to relax. I ask for your prayers since I see that they are
no longer as constant as at the beginning.

KYLE CHEATHAM—GRACE CHURCH JARRELL
KYLE@GRACEJARRELL.COM

We are 92 sermons into
our series through the book of
Acts. A man in his seventies
has been attending our church.
During a conversation in his
home, he said that our church
is the friendliest church he has
ever attended. He loved that
people didn’t just shake his A KyleCheatham
hand and say “Hi” but had real conversations with him and
remembered his name. We love seeing God grow us into a
place of grace and truth.

Prayer Needs:

Please pray for the marriages in our church, that husbands
will lovingly lead and that wives will respectfully submit as
they both serve one another selfiessly.

JOSE TORRES—
IGLESIA NUEVA VIDE EN CRISTO—TYLER
JOSETORRES@GMAIL.COM

Iglesia Nueva Vida en [
Cristo of Tyler had a new
profession of faith during
one of our worship services.
Brother Eduardo is excited
about the next step of baptism.
We hope to connect with his
wife and sons to have Bible
study in their home soon.
The group that meets for worship is realizing this is a very
exciting outcome of our service. We were also happy to host
the East Texas meeting of our Spanish churches and plants
in the area. Our group was blessed to serve and to receive
encouraging messages from brother David Lopez and Jaime
Lengua and reports from other church planters in the area. We
also enjoyed singing along in worship with Fair Park, Tyler
band. Please continue to pray for the formation of a worship
band in our church plant. Thank you for all your support. You
are a blessing to my family, church plant, and myself.

Prayer Needs:

Please pray specifically
for Diego, that God may
guide and prepare him in
music.

A Jose Torres

A Father's Day gift

JAIME GARCIA—
IGLESIA BAUTISTA NUEVA VIDA—GILMER
JAIME.GARCIA2911@GMAIL.COM

Most of the families of the
church do not have documents
and are suffering in fear; some
are not working after having
worked for many years in
the same work. Finances also
affect us, and we will have to
make several adjustments.

Prayer Request:

Please pray for the families to keep coming to the services.
I am trying to encourage them with biblical messages that
reinforce their faith, and may God comfort us.

A Jaime Garcia

ABNER NUNEZ—SAN ANTONIO MISSION
ELIAS1951@HOTMAIL.COM

The main reason for
prayers in our meetings is the
immigration issue. We have
seen that all the visits to the
court of our brothers have
been without problem. They
no longer go with anguish, but
with the conviction that God
is in control of everything,
whether they are deported.

Prayer Needs:

May we be able to find more church planters for the San
Antionio, Texas area.

A Abner Nunez

BRAD CAULEY—CEDAR PARK MISSION
BRAD@RT-CHURCH.ORG
God allowed our family
and another family from
our church to serve in the
Dominican Republic for a
week. Our families (11-year-
olds to 50-year-olds) shared
the gospel, built relationships
with children and adults, and
served the community. Our

A Brad Cauley

children learned first-hand how the Lord can use them to
impact others for Christ, how He answers their prayers, and
what a joy it is to live for His glory.

Our groups continue to
grow and share their love of
Christ with others, and our
first multiplication group is
ready to branch out and start
meeting in a new group. God
is faithful to build His church
and gracious enough to let us
be part of it.

Prayer Needs:

For our leaders to be unified in vision as they step into
new leadership roles. For God to empower and embolden our
evangelism relationships.

MARVIN MEDINA—PLANO MISSION
MIRENAMARVIN7@GMAIL.COM

After much discouragement
and situations, we continue
working to take the message
to our community. We started
with a group where there is a
lot of family, God has been
good, we are praying for
people to arrive, but we want
God to show his will.

Prayer Needs:

My family, my children, my wife, and the ministry that
God gave us, and our economy

A Marvin Mirena

RUDY VILLAREAL—
HOMETOWN CHURCH MISSION IN HELOTES
RVILLARREAL1@GMAIL.COM

Our first VBS was
awesome! We met many
families, our theme was
Minecraft oriented, called
Biblecraft. As a high school
teacher, many of my students
said that I look like Steve from
Minecraft. So, we figured we
would leverage that and built A RudyVillareal
something really fun for kids and taught them that Jesus
Christ is our foundation and Cornerstone for life. We shared
the gospel with them and then had our Brisket Sunday two
days later. This is where we got to continue to fellowship with
families that returned for Sunday worship.

Prayer Needs:

Please pray that these families we have met get connected to
our church and that some of them find Christ and are baptized.

Heith Mitchell is the director of BMA of Texas Missions.
Contact him at PO. Box 73, Waxahachie, Texas 75168,
972-923-0757 or hmitchell@bmatexas.org. For more

information, Visit www.bmatexasmissions.org.
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2025 BMA OF TEXAS MEETING
WHEN: Nov. 17-18, 2025
WHERE: Pathway Baptist Church, Waxahachie

2026 BMA OF AMERICA MEETING
WHEN: April 21-22, 2026
WHERE: Antioch Baptist Church, Conway

Dersonne
R0sitions

AVAILABLE MINISTRY POSITIONS

PASTOR—First Missionary, Terrell is seeking a bivocational pastor.
contact Bro. Buddy Sadler at 469- 410-0468.

YOUTH/OUTREACH MINISTER—LakeRidge, Lubbock is seeking
a full-time Youth and Outreach Minister. This position will lead
the church’s ministry to youth and college-age students, take the
primary leadership role in the church’s sports outreach ministry, and
oversee all other aspects of the church’s outreach. To find out more
about the church and position, go to mylakeridgebaptistchurch.
org/jobs. Interested candidates can inquire about the position by
emailing leadership@mylakeridgebaptist.org. e

YOUTH MINISTRY LEADER—First, Palmer is seeking a full-time
youth ministry leader. For more information, email Pastor Gary
Southard at pastor@fbcpalmer.org. e

PASTOR—Cross Roads, Winnsboro is seeking a pastor. Send
resume to Charles Busby, 1314 CR 4870, Winnsboro, Tx 75494 or
call 903-629-3609. 9125

PASTOR—Davis Street, Sulphur Springs is accepting resumes for
pastor. Resumes can be sent to bjreese63@gmail.com. 1225

Dastorg,Starf
Ghdlges

JERRY PHILLIPS called as new pastor of Bethel, Clayton.

BMA Disaster Relief sets up in San Angelo

There has been much inquiry in recent days about details
concerning the impact of the widespread flooding across
south and central Texas on BMA of Texas churches and BMA
disaster relief efforts in response to the needs those floods have
created.

On Monday, BMA Disaster Relief, Just the Crumbs
Ministry (JTC), informed BMA of Texas leadership of their
plans to set up at Grace Temple, San Angelo. JTC founder,
Lavone Haden, shared that their efforts will be centered on the
devastating flooding that occurred in the city of San Angelo.
Haden stated that more than twelve thousand (12,000) homes
were impacted by the flood and that they will be carrying
meals out to victims and volunteers in affected areas as well as
mucking out homes.

With all the heartbreaking news coming out of Kerrville,
most people are not aware of the devastation in San Angelo.
With most of the relief efforts going to Kerr county, JTC
decided they could make a big difference in San Angelo and
were able to connect with Chris Sweet, pastor of Grace Temple.

“We are honored to be able to host JTC and thankful for
their experience in how to be helpful during this process,”
Sweet said. Sharing that they have already seen that in
everyone’s desire to be helpful, without experience and
organization it can actually create chaos and even become a
hinderance to the relief efforts. “We are ready to do what we
can to help our neighbors and community and BMA Disaster
Relief can help us do just that.”

BMA of Texas Director of Missions released this statement.
“I join you in sadness and concern for the families affected by
the flooding and loss of life in the hill country. I am pleased

to inform you that we know of no one among our BMA of
Texas family directly affected. We have BMA churches in the
affected areas of Georgetown, Leander, and San Angelo. Their
people were not directly affected. There are no BMA churches
in Kerr County near the Guadalupe River. Please know that
BMA Disaster Relief is faithful to continue engagement when
media attention is gone.”

We will be sharing information and updates as soon as
we get them via ENews Updates, Facebook and the Baptist
Progress website. You can give directly to Just the Crumbs
through the BMA Global Missions website at www.bmaglobal.
org/disasterrelief or PayPal to justthecrumbs21@gmail.com or
mail donations to Just the Crumbs, 10 Wagon Trail, Sumrall,
Mississippi, 39482.

We all continue to pray for those impacted and for all relief
and rescue efforts underway all across Texas.
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BMA Seminary to Offer Free Course on
Inductive People Helping

By PHILIP ATTEBERY
BMA Seminary President

The Baptist Missionary Association Theological Seminary
has scheduled a Fall 2025 “free course” to be offered from
Sept. 2 to Oct. 30, 2025. The course, entitled “Inductive
People Helping,” will explore the concept of integrating
Inductive Bible Study questions with principles of people
helping/counseling.

The premise of Inductive People Helping is that students of
the Bible can apply the same questions and principles used in
their study to the practice of helping/counseling others in need.
Inductive Bible Study involves asking a series of questions to
determine what a passage of Scripture says, what it means,
and how it applies. Similarly, such questions can potentially
assist people helpers during counseling opportunities.

The course is designed to assist pastors, ministers
or laypeople in asking questions that observe, facilitate
understanding, and encourage change. Having prior
knowledge of Inductive Bible study, particularly the questions
used in the DiscipleWay Bible Study discipline, is beneficial
but not mandatory.

Ronnie Johnson, Ph.D., Professor of Christian Education,
will be the course instructor. Dr. Johnson has been a faculty
member at the BMA Seminary since 1990 and specializes in
Christian education, discipleship and Christian counseling. Dr.

Johnson created the course based
on his article, “Inductive People
Helping: Integrating Inductive
Bible Study and the Process
Model of Helping,” which was
published in the Journal of
Pastoral Care and Counseling in
March of 2025.

Dr. Johnson has also
published articles in the
Evangelical Dictionary of
Christian Education, the
Children’s Ministry Magazine,
and the Christian Education
Journal. Dr. Johnson currently
serves on the Baptist Publishing House editorial team,
focusing on leader-assistance materials. With experience as
a hospital chaplain, youth minister and pastor, he is currently
the adult Sunday School teacher at First Baptist Church in
Maydelle.

Anyone interested in taking the course should contact
BMA Seminary for more information. Web: https://bmats.edu/
free/ E-mail: bmats@bmats.edu Call: 800-259-5673

A Dr. Ronnie Johnson, Ph.D.
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What’s
happening
at your church?

SUMMER

VBS and CAMP

Next Month:

Local Missions and Community Outreach
Send pics of how your church is reaching your community for Jesus!
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Protect Your Ministry
from Digital Threats

In teday's connected waorld, your ministry’s wsa of
technology—whethar through email onling giving,
or e-commerce—comes with risks, Brotherhood
Mutuals Cyber Liability Insurance helps safeguard your
aorganization from data breaches, financial losses, and
reputational harm caused by cyber incisants.

Stay protected while you serve

Contact a Lightwell Insurance Advisor in Texas
today to learn how Cyber Liability Coverage can
support yolr miERan.

Wisi lightwell . comJstexas or call BO0422 3384,

Lightwell.

READ * EXAMINE * ASK * LIVE

COMING IN SEPTEMBER!
7-12 GRADE SUNDAY SCHOOL

WATCH OUR VIDEO
AND SIGN UP FOR
UPDATES HERE
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BAPTIST MISSIONARY

BMLA

LOAN ASSOCIATION

The Baptist Missionary Loan Association (BMLA), a ministry of the Baptist Missionary Association of Texas,
offers loans to churches for everything from land and building purchases, to additions and renovations.

Why consider a loan with BMLA?

We specialize in church building projects.
Since 1953, BMLA has provided loans for churches of the Baptist Missionary Association of Texas. No one
understands the needs and goals of BMA congregations and related ministries better than BMLA. Recently,
BMLA was authorized by the churches of the Baptist Missionary Association of Texas to offer loans to any BMA
church in the United States.

We offer competitive rates and terms.
Unlike many commercial lending institutions, BMLA can save your congregation thousands of dollars by
requiring minimal closing costs and offering competitive rates.

Faithful stewardship finances our loans.
The money invested in BMLA by congregations and individuals finance our loans for building projects and
land purchases.

For more information, visit bmla.org.
[f'you are ready, you may apply for a loan online at bmla.org.
If you have more questions, call us at 972-923-0758.

We look forward to helping you make your dreams come true!

BMLA, P.O. Box 425, Waxahachie, Texas 75168
www.bmla.org
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Get a FREE EMAIL subscription
with your paid mail subscription

Don’t miss any more news from Baptist Progress!

If you subscribe by mail, you have no idea how much
news you are missing from your informing and
equipping ministry, Baptist Progress.

Because we care that you get all the news, we are
now offering a free email subscription with every
mail subscription to Baptist Progress.
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In addition to the e-News Update, on the weeks
a newspaper is not published, you will receive
late-breaking news from BMA departments,
conference and workshop information,
death announcements and more via email
with this free subscription.

To take advantage of this opportunity
to add a free email subscription to
your mail subscription, contact Lisa
Maynard at lisa@bmatexas.org or
call 972-923-0756 today.

There is no reason to ever -
miss any BMA news again.

Contact her today!
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