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Jacksonville College employees
By DR. MIKE SMITH
Former President of the United States, Theodore Roosevelt said, “The best executive
is one who has sense enough to pick good men to do what he wants done, and selfrestraint enough to keep from meddling with them while they do it.” I am thankful for
the great staff we have at Jacksonville College. Let me introduce them to you:

ADMINISTRATION

Academic Dean, Athletic Director: Lynn Nabi
Business Manager: Ann Cumbee
Chief Information Officer, Computer Science Instructor: Mike Creech
Chief of Security, Director of Housing: Mike Morse
Dean of Students: Kaley Dean
Director of Admissions: Sandra Clay
Director of Bookstore: Will Cumbee
Director of Development and Alumni: Buddy Aultman
Director of Financial Aid: Paul Galyean
Director of Food Services: Debbie Grubbs
Director of Maintenance: Dan Shoffner
Director of Public Relations, Spanish Instructor: Dr. David Heﬂin
Office Manager: Jennifer Guerra
President: Dr. Mike Smith
Registrar: Jodye Herring

FULL-TIME FACULTY

▲ The Jacksonville College Overcomers prepare to sing at Jag Day at First Baptist Church in Jacksonville.
If you would like to have the Overcomers sing at your church, contact director Tim Timmons at ttimmons@
jacksonville-college.edu, (903) 721-4680.

Assistant Coach for Men’s Basketball: Donald Vanden Berge
Assistant Coach for Women’s Basketball, Physical Education Instructor: Karlee
Wilson
Athletic Trainer, Physical Education Instructor: Vanessa Dockter
Biology: Tina Lane
Chemistry, Developmental Math: Dr. Darrell Kirchner

Computer Science, Government, History, Humanities: Dr. Patricia Richey
English, Developmental Reading and Writing: Dr. Jan Modisette
English, Speech: Marolyn Welch
English: Vanita Pettey
Golf Coach: Lynn Nabi
Government, History, Theater: Mary Lewis
Head Coach for Men’s Basketball, Physical Education Instructor: Jody Bailey
Head Coach for Women’s Basketball, Physical Education Instructor: Leasa Ailshie
Music: Tim Timmons
Psychology and Sociology: Sandra White
Religion: Dr. Mike Smith
Soccer Coach: Rafael Gonzalez
Tennis Coach: Mark Robbins
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Page 6 & 7
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Omen Missionary Baptist Church We Can Do This!
Omen Missionary, Arp celebrated their 127th anniversary Sept. 7, 2014. There were 55 in
attendance for Sunday school and 110 for praise and worship as well as a great sermon led by
Senior Pastor Scotty Short. There was food, fun and fellowship lasting throughout the day.
Most important, Jesus was at the center of it all.
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When I asked National Brotherhood Secretary/Treasurer Robert M. Bynum
for an update on our national project and scholarship fund, I was disheartened
to hear that the figures remained the same as previously reported:
National Project (Bolivian River Of Blessings), $520; Arthur Smith
Scholarship Fund, $1,536.88; Galileans, $200; and General Fund, $614.53.
Although it has been almost five months since this goal was selected at our
national meeting, that still leaves us seven months to get behind this goal.
Pardon the pun, Men, but let’s blow it out of the water. We can do this!
Our project is 65 percent Bolivian Riverboat, 25 percent National Galileans
and 10 percent General Fund. Please do what you can to promote this project
in your men’s group, church, district and state associational meetings. One way
to do that is to show the short (less than 15 minute) video, “The Arrington,
Rivers of Blessing Bolivian Riverboat Ministry,” which is available at http://
vimeo.com/74457593.
Offerings for the National Brotherhood Project may be sent to: Robert
Bynum, 43 Bear Pen Creek Rd., Laurel, MS 39440.
— Pat Spriggs, national Brotherhood project promoter, dspriggs1107@comcast.net

Sibling Rivalry: Adult Siblings, Part One
By DR. TRAVIS PLUMLEE
Now hold on a minute. We are talking about adults here,
right? I could expect sibling rivalry between a two year old
and a four year old. But surely adults don’t grow up and still
act like two year old and four year olds. You would think that
sibling rivalry is only found amongst young children still
at home. But if you have ever done much human behavior
observation; you know all too well that sibling rivalry not
only is found in adults; it often times grows worse. Some
people never grow up. Still others do grow up and mature,
but the issues that caused sibling rivalry in the first place are
still existent in the adult children.
This adult sibling rivalry has many sources at the root
cause. To deal with sibling rivalry amongst adult children,
we must get down to the core reasons it still exist. It isn’t the
arguing, and the game playing that is the problem. These are
symptoms of the deeper problem. We can’t solve this problem
until we find out what is going on in the individuals of the
family. It starts out as a perceived injustice. It is perceived. It
does not matter if it is factual or not. Feelings don’t have to
be factual to be real. The parents may insist that they treat all
their children equally. It may even be true. But the perception
by the children is that there is an unfair system of justice and
love in the family. It is the perception that is the reality—right
or wrong. That is what needs to be addressed.
I will discuss a few of the core problems associated with
adult sibling rivalry. One of the problems is simply a selfesteem issue. One or more of the kids have low self-esteem.
Low self-esteem drives so much behavior in all adults. A
person can even come across as very sure of themselves and
it be a mask. Confidence on the outside does not necessarily
equate to confidence of who you are on the inside. If you
don’t like who you are or who you have become, you often
times will attack those around you and take every little thing
as a personal attack. You have a proverbial chip on your
shoulder about everything that is said or done. You need to
do a bible study on biblical self-worth and come to a better
understanding of who you are in Christ. Once you have a
head and heart knowledge of who you are—a joint heir with
Jesus and a child of the Most High God—loved and accepted
forever in spite of your failures—you will not always be in
attack mold and so easily offended by others.
Another reason for adult sibling rivalry is selfishness on
the part of one or all. Just like a couple of little self-centered
toddlers; you both reach for the same toy at the same time and
start a tug of war: mine—no mine—hit—hit—slap—slap.
You have never grown out of your selfishness and this is the
driving force behind the sibling rivalry. You use your careers,
your kids; you ﬂaunt your money and materialism in the face
of your family because it is all about you. You have to show
that your kids are better at sports and school, you have more

degrees or titles at work; or you have a bigger house and
newer car. You are selfish, self-centered and have low selfesteem. What matters most in life are relationships. The love
you have for Jesus, family and even towards self (loving who
you are because of Christ in you) are the important things.
A persons’ self- worth to God does not depend on how well
their kids do in sports or the kind of vehicle they drive.
Finally, sometimes adult sibling rivalry occurs because
the perceived injustice is actually reality. Here the parents,
one or both; show favoritism to certain kids. It is one of the
cruelest things in life. The parents give them more materially.
You give them more attention. You show more affection. You
spend more time with them and their family. The parents
always encourage one child and blame things on the others or
criticize them. The stories where parents showed favoritism
in the Bible never ended well. And it is cruelty stacked on
top of cruelty for parents to carry favoritism to the next
generation and favor certain grandchildren over others. The
parents really need to change their wicked ways. It is just ﬂat
out wrong. It doesn’t matter if one child is a rocket scientist
and the other child is a drug addict. Both are deserving of

unconditional parental love as God so loved the world. You
don’t have to meet any standards for me to love you. The
shepherd left 99 sheep to look for one because he loved them
all, and all were valuable. If you read this and you are saying
yes—that is my parents and my siblings; then you must also
realize you can speak the truth in love. You can confront your
family with truth. But bottom line, you have to show Jesus
to them and realize they may never change. You don’t have
to put up with abuse or neglect for you or your kids, but you
can’t force people to change. Ask God to change them. Set
boundaries against the hurt, but keep on loving. Even if they
never change, you will find favor with the Lord for showing
Christ-like behavior.

Dr. Travis Plumlee is a full-time professional
speaker and leads Family Ark Ministries. He
is national board certified as a therapist/
specialist in various areas of human
behavior. For more information or to
contact him, visit www.travisplumlee.com.
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Local Association Meetings Revised Schedule
Below is a revised schedule for upcoming local association meetings. Some of the dates and meeting places we were given were incorrect.
Please attend your local association meeting to be better informed and become more involved in the Baptist Missionary Association locally,
statewide and around the world.

Local Association Meeting Schedule
LOCAL ASSOCIATION MEETING

DATE

PLACE

Tarrant County

September 20, 2014

South Park, Fort Worth

Dallas County

September 22, 2104

Calvary, Mesquite

Tryon

September 28, 2014

Southline, Cleveland

Mount Olive

October 4, 2014

Glenfawn, Cushing

Original Bethlehem

October 4, 2014

Brookeland, Brookeland

Trinity River

October 4, 2014

Victory, Centerville

Gulf Coast

October 5, 2014

Bethel, Port Arthur

Central West Texas

October 11, 2014

Central, Aspermont

Harmony

October 11, 2014

First Missionary, Cleburne

Ellis-Hill

October 12, 2014

Farley Street, Waxahachie

Landmark of Montague County

October 12, 2014

Saint Jo Landmark, Saint Jo

Van Zandt

October 12, 2014

Jackson, Canton

Published every first and third week
of the month by the Baptist Missionary
Association of Texas

Cherokee

October 13, 2014

Sardis, Henderson

Harris County

October 13, 2014

Bauman Road, Houston

Jerry Fulton, Editor/Business Manager
editor@baptistprogress.org

Liberty

October 13-14, 2014

Little Mound, Big Sandy

Navarro County

October 14, 2014

First, Eureka

Wood County

October 14, 2014

Pineview, Winnsboro

Angelina

October 16, 2014

Solid Rock, Zavalla

Central Texas

October 18, 2014

Freestone, Teague

Plains

October 18, 2014

College Avenue, Levelland

Houston-Anderson

October 19, 2014

First, Slocum

Navasota River

October 19, 2014

Beacon, Bryan

Landmark of Nacogdoches County

October 23, 2014

Westside, Nacogdoches

Polk County

October 26, 2014

First Providence, Livingston

Smith County

October 27, 2014

Omen, Arp

East Fork

No Meeting

No Meeting

South Texas

No Meeting

No Meeting
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EVENTS

PERSONNEL & POSITIONS

SEPTEMBER 20, 2014

AVAILABLE POSITIONS

SEPTEMBER 21, 2014

PASTOR—South Main Missionary, Malvern, Arkansas, is seeking a pastor.
Contact Gene Clements at 501-844-5822 or email resume to gdclem@
gmail.com or send to the church at 2027 South Main Street, Malvern,
Arkansas 72104. TFN

27th Annual Jacksonville College
Golf Tournament
For information, call Lynn Nabi
at 903-589-7137
78th Anniversary Homecoming
@ Woodland, Gilmer
Message by: Rily Pate
9:45 a.m.-3:30 p.m.
Lunch to follow in fellowship hall
Singing: 1:30-3:30 p.m.

SEPTEMBER 23, 2014

BMA of Texas
Administrative Committee Meeting
@ Texas Baptist Home
for Children
10 a.m.

SEPTEMBER 25, 2014

BMA International Headquarters
Grand Opening
@ Conway, Ark.
Dedication: 2 p.m.
Public tour: 5 p.m.

SEPTEMBER 27, 2014

AMPED East Texas
Youth Conference
1 p.m.-9 p.m. in Buckner Chapel
For students 7th-12th grade
Cost: $5 per person
(includes dinner)
Register at www.ampedetyc.com

PASTOR—Bethel, Orange is seeking a fulltime pastor. Send resume to
2906 Western Avenue, Orange, Texas 77630, lday1939@sbcglobal.net, or
call 409-883-4822. 10/17/14
MUSIC—Union Hill, Brownsboro is seeking a worship leader to oversee
the music ministry of the church. Our service is a blend of contemporary
and traditional music. The position is part-time (20 +/- hours per week).
For more information, call UHBC at 903-852-5043, send resume to uhbc@
embarqmail.com or P.O. Box 316, Brownsboro, Texas 75756.
YOUTH—Farley Street, Waxahachie is receiving resumes for the position of
fulltime student ministry pastor. Send resume to resume@farleystreet.com.
PASTOR—First Missionary, Morton is seeking a pastor. Send resume to
the church at P.O. Box 981, Morton, Texas 79346 or to jimmysealy@aol.
com (9/17/14)
MUSIC OR MUSIC & YOUTH—First, New Caney is seeking a bivocational
music or music & youth minister. Send resume to Pastor Jonathan
Fitzgerald, P.O. Box 1027, New Caney, Texas 77357 or to fbcnewcaney@
att.net, or call 281-399-9930. (TFN)

CHURCHES IN REVIEW
AUGUST 31, 2014
Church

SS

Worship

Additions

Anthony Drive, Ennis

76

114

4 By Baptism

Cedar Creek, Teague

14

17

Elwood, Wills Point

14

31

Farley Street, Waxahachie

449

572

First, Blooming Grove

228

First, Palmer

49

74

Glade Creek, Gilmer

20

40

Jackson, Joaquin

70

138

Long Creek, Sunnyvale

88

96

New Harmony, Tyler

275

392

New Hope, Mineola

66

136

Pilgrim Rest #2, Golden

51

64

1 By Baptism

Rosewood, Gilmer

110

183

1 By Letter

Security Calvary, Cleveland

12

49

Temple, Mexia

36

44

Tundra, Canton

90

Woodland, Splendora

34

1 By Baptism,
1 By Letter,
3 By Statement

1 By Statement

47

SEPTEMBER 7, 2014

SEPTEMBER 28, 2014

50 Anniversary and Homecoming
@ Suburban Wood, Humble

1 By Letter

th

SEPTEMBER 29OCTOBER 1, 2014

NEW BOOKS AVAILABLE

Church

SS

Worship

Anthony Drive, Ennis

73

129

Cedar Creek, Teague

14

21

Farley Street, Waxahachie

468

611

Additions

Pastors Oasis
@ Hilton Convention Center,
Branson, Missouri
Register at discipleguide.org/pastorsoasis

GERALD PARSONS, pastor of Sunset, Lamesa, has
a compilation of 11 years’ worth of articles written by

First, Palmer

38

66

OCTOBER 4, 2014

Parsons during his tenure as the religious writer for the

Glade Creek, Gilmer

22

40

local newspaper. Cost of the books is $10 each (plus

Jackson, Joaquin

76

129

postage). Order by calling 806-872-8200 or 806-577-7488

Long Creek, Sunnyvale

85

98

or email holladay@nctv.com. Both books are also available

New Harmony, Tyler

307

397

on Amazon & Kindle.

New Haven, Dallas

36

56

New Hope, Mineola

64

127

Pilgrim Rest #2, Golden

53

64

Pine Brook, Tyler

36

94

2 By Baptism

Rosewood, Gilmer

113

251

1 By Profession

Sand Flat, Grand Saline

77

100

Security Calvary, Cleveland

11

41

Temple, Mexia

42

52

Tundra, Canton

72

96

Yellowpine Macedonia, Hemphill

18

26

Texas WMA Retreat
@ Rosewood, Gilmer

NOVEMBER 4-5, 2014

Annual Meeting of the BMA of Texas
@ Keltys First, Lufkin

HALL
FURNITURE LTD.
Fine Church Furniture
since 1939
P.O. Box 157
(1321 Industrial Dr.)
Henderson, TX 75653
903-657-4501

compiled Lifenotes 1 and Lifenotes 2. These books are

OBITUARY
NAOMI WILLIAMS
Naomi Williams, of Pittsburg, and mother of BMA Missionary Ricky
Williams of Mexico and mother of Belinda Williams Caudle, retired BMA
missionary to Mexico along with her husband Joe Caudle, passed away
Sept. 9, 2014. A funeral service was held at Fellowship, Pittsburg at 10
a.m. Saturday, Sept. 13.

2 By Letter

3 By Letter

For publication, statistics for Churches in Review must be received by
Monday at 5 p.m. on Monday.
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An expression of everlasting love

Many of our friends choose to honor or remember a family
member, a friend or an associate with a gift for the children
of the Baptist Home. Texas Baptist Home, in turn, notifies the
appropriate person. Listed in capital letters are those honored or
remembered from August 1, 2014 – August 31, 2014.

ENDOWMENTS
E. ANN PACE: Mr. & Mrs. Karl Pace
MYRA STOKES: Mr. Bill Stokes

HONORARIUMS
JOHN ALLEN: Bro. & Mrs. Charles M. Johnson
PALMER ANDERSON: James Anderson
DR HERBERT E BERGSTROM: Mrs. Roberta Thomman
BRO. & MRS. CHARLES M JOHNSON: Judy Lambert; Stanley
& Elizabeth Stokes
MY LORD & SAVIOR JESUS CHRIST: Henry & Margaret
Coffman
THE MAINTENANCE PERSONNEL AT TBH: Mr. Michael Ray
Hayes
MCKENNA MEDDERS SENIOR 2015: Ron & Kim Britt
EARL MIDDLETON: Mr. & Mrs. Earl Middleton
PATSY WEBB BIRTHDAY: Dorothy Olchesky
REV. HERBERT OWEN MOORE: Mrs. Mozean Moore
MR & MRS JOHN NORTH: Mr. & Mrs. J. F. Townley
BROTHER BRYAN WADDELL: Larry & Marilyn McClintock

MEMORIALS
A BELOVED CHILD: Mrs. Dixie Barziza
LEON & OLLIE ALEXANDER: Mr. & Mrs. Stan Mann
ALL CHILDREN: Mrs. Jo Ann Sikes
PRESTON ALLUMS: Jerry & Terri Hudson; Mrs. Peggy Lewis
J. S. BASS: Charlotte Morgan
WALTER BECKER: Dennis & Ilona Myrice
MELVIN BECKHAM: Mrs. Margie Beets
THELMA LEE BEELER: Robert Beeler
ROBERT BOUDREAUX: Mrs. Frances Boudreaux
GEORGE BOUNDS: Temple Baptist Church
SONIA BUTLER: Gayle Ferguson
JAMES CARDER: Betty Byars; Ronald Perkins
DEVON CHRISTIAN: Brent & Tammy Swanner
F MICHAEL COKE: L. B. & Freedia Coke
LARRY CONDRA: Jack & Ellen Sue Williams
KENT COOPER: Mrs. Doyce Cooper
MAX DACUS: Tommy & Virginia Gipson; Bro. & Mrs. Charles M.
Johnson
MR. HOLLIS DEAN: Juan & Beth Baldor
DAVE DORRIS: Joe Shaddix
BERNICE DOUTHIT: Mrs. Ann Jackson
JANIE DUNAVANT: Norma Wolf
OWEN DRY: Dorrell Freeman
SIM DUKE: Calvary Baptist Church
JANIE DUNAVANT: Mrs. Dorothy Fleeman; Mary Sprunck
JANE FLOYD MCCLANAHAN DUPREE: Mr. Walter B. Dupree

TBH Memorials continued on p. 7
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Introducing the lead staff of the Texas

By EDDIE MARSH
This purpose of this article is so you--members of
BMA of Texas churches--can get to know some of the
lead staff of the Texas Baptist Home for Children.

Randy Odom, BA, LCPA - Executive Vice President

Mr. Odom graduated
with a Bachelor of
Business Administration
in Finance at University
of Texas at Arlington.
His past experience
includes 15 years
in banking; holding
positions of president and
chairman of the board.
Mr. Odom has worked
in his current position
since 1991. Some of his
responsibilities include: ▲ Randy Odom
insuring compliance with
all federal, state and local regulations concerning
financial administration, overseeing all financial
management matters related to daily operation,
responsible for developing and maintaining all
financial support including all contractual
relationships. Mr. Odom serves as authorized official
in the absence of a President and when appointed by
the Board of Trustees.

Jami Hogan, LCPA - Program Administrator/
Child Placing Agenc y
Administrator

the Program Management Team and the supervision
of the Foster Care Director in the Bedford office.

Child Placing Management Staff
Dana Holt, BS – Adoption
Program Director

Mrs. Holt is a graduate
from The University of
Phoenix with a Bachelor
of Science in Human
Service Management
and an Associates of
Arts in Health Care
Administration. Mrs.
Holt is currently working
on her Masters of
Science in Professional
Counseling Degree. Mrs. ▲ Dana Holt
Holt’s previous work
experience includes fifteen years in the medical field
as an x-ray tech, office manager and receptionist, three
years working with special needs children who were
adopted internationally and two years as a childcare
coordinator. Mrs. Holt joined the TBH staff in August
2012 as the Post Adoption Services Coordinator and
was promoted to Adoption Program Director in April
2014. Dana handles inquiries of both prospective
adoptive parents and birth parents, provides an
orientation and training of prospective adoptive
parents, conducts the screening and home study
process, provides casework services, coordinates
post-adoption services, and files the necessary court
documents with the court of jurisdiction. Mrs.
Holt serves on the Program Management Team and
assists the Program Administrator with the program
development.

Mrs. Hogan is a
graduate of Dallas
Baptist University with
a Bachelor of Science
i n P s y c h o l o g y. S h e
served an internship with
Kayla De los Reyes, CPMS – Foster Care Director,
Waxahachie, TX
Presbyterian Children’s
Home in Waxahachie,
Mrs. De los Reyes
working with consultants,
is a graduate from
family teachers, and
Southwestern Assemblies
children through the
of God University in
Family Teaching Model. ▲ Jami Hogan
Wa x a h a c h i e , Te x a s ,
Mrs. Hogan joined the
where she received her
Texas Baptist Home for Children in May 2002 as B a c h e l o r o f S c i e n c e
a Foster Care Case Manager and was promoted to degree in Counseling.
Adoption Program Director in September 2006. M r s . D e l o s R e y e s
In May 2014 Mrs. Hogan was promoted to the joined the Texas Baptist
position of Program Administrator. As Program H o m e s t a f f i n M a y
Administrator, Jami supervises all program personnel, 2011 as a Foster Care
as well as recruits, screens and hires all program staff. Case Manager and in ▲ Kayla De los Reyes
She monitors compliance with State Regulations and September 2012 she took
agency policies and takes appropriate action. Mrs. over the Intake Coordinator position. In July 2013,
Hogan oversees and monitors inquiries, admission Mrs. De los Reyes became Foster Care Director for
assessments, the admission process service plans, the Bedford office and in June 2014 she became the
discharge planning and quarterly monitoring
of foster homes. Mrs. Hogan carries out the
Eddie Marsh is president of the Texas
philosophy of care as directed by the Executive
Baptist Home for Children in Waxahachie,
Vice-President and keeps the Executive ViceTex. Contact him at emarsh@tbhc.org
President informed of all program issues. Mrs.
or 972-937-1321. You may also visit the
Hogan actively pursues development within
TBHC website, www.tbhc.org.
existing programs. Mrs. Hogan also oversees

Baptist Home for Children
Foster Care Director for the Waxahachie office. Mrs.
De los Reyes supervises the endeavors of the Case
Managers and the Foster Care Support Staff. She
approves all discharges and oversees the monitoring
of the foster homes. Kayla serves as one of the Child
Placing Management Staff for TBHC. Mrs. De los
Reyes serves on the Program Management Team
and assists the Program Administrator with program
development.

Jennie Schmitz, CPMS – Foster Care Director,
Bedford, TX

Ms. Schmitz received her Master of Social Work
from Texas State University and her Bachelor’s
Degree in Social Work from the University of North
Texas. She worked for the Texas Department of
State Health Services for three years. Ms. Schmitz
joined the Texas Baptist Home staff in April 2013

as the Family Recruiter
and Developer. In June
2014, Jennie became
the Foster Care Director
for the Bedford office.
Ms. Schmitz supervises
the endeavors of the
Case Managers and the
Foster Care Support
Staff. She approves all
discharges and oversees
the monitoring of the
foster homes. Jennie
serves as one of the Child ▲ Jennie Schmitz
Placing Management
Staff for TBHC. Ms. Schmitz serves on the
Program Management Team and assists the Program
Administrator with program development.

Jacksonville College employees continued...
ADJUNCT FACULTY

Accounting: Kris Chen
Art: Alice Rooks
Art: Michelle Kearney
Band: Mike Kellogg
Business: Ryan Richey
Developmental Math: Mack Musick
Economics: Amy Glenn
English: Tom Dullard
Geography: Robert Brooks
Geology: Tim Eden
History: Trent Nelson
Math: Bonnie Beall
Music: Gerald Orr
Psychology: Teresa Hibbler
Theater Instructor, Library Assistant,
Receptionist: Amy Sherman

SUPPORTING STAFF

Alumni Liaison: Neatha Cagle
Cafeteria Staff: Lolly Allen, Cindy Campbell, Jeanette
Earl, Carolyn Moreland, Pat Ripkowski, Laura Tavera
Cheerleading Coach: Courtney Duren
Director of Information Technology Support: Jonathan
Jones
Housekeeping Staff: Marcia Mendoza, Lidia Mendoza
Library Assistant, Receptionist: Tamara Clements
Library Staff: Linda Thomas, Mala Musick, Vicki
Pryor
Maintenance Staff: Jorge Cruz, Mario Cruz
Quality Enhancement Plan Manager: Dianna Smith
Residence Directors: Sandy Jones, James Gilmore

TBH Memorials continued from p. 6
ROY LEE ENGLAND: Suburban Wood Baptist Church
COTTON & INEZ FITE: Velma Ann Isaac
JERRIE FORTNER: Mr. Raymond Fortner
LOIS & HESTER GIBSON: Janice G. Dore
LAVELLA HALLONQUIST: Bro. & Mrs. Charles M. Johnson
PAULINE HENDRIX: James c. & Pam Moore
WANDA HICKINGBOTHAM: Mr. Bob (Austin) Hickingbotham
ABBY HOFFERBER: Mr. & Mrs. Andy McCuistion
HOYT HOPKINS: Pauline Shirley; Virginia Hopkins
CHARLES ISAAC: Velma Ann Isaac
BECKY JONES: Linda Lewis
J. R. KENMORE: Joy Colene Linton
BILLY KING: Ms. Margaret King
BILLY HOWARD KING: Ms. Margaret King
DAVID LARGENT: Mr. & Mrs. James O. Hill
ROY LEWIS: Linda Lewis
CLYDE LOCKE: Brent & Tammy Swanner
JACKIE LOWRANCE: Travis & Brenda Floyd
VELMA LUSK: Mr. Billy L. Lusk
MABLE MARTIN: Clark & Belinda Warren
MABLE & MELBA MARTIN: Bro. & Mrs. Duane Turner
JEAN MCCALLUM: New Hope Baptist Church
GLORIA MIELLMIER: J. T. & Judy Ann Goebel
DENNIS NEWTON: John Newton
WANDA O’DELL: Mrs. Calvin Lasiter
RUTH O’NEILL: Bethel Baptist Church; Mr. Frank O’Neill
DON OVERMAN: Mrs. Neta Hicks
BRO. JERRY PARKER: Calvary Baptist Church
ANNIE-KATE PEAVYHOUSE: Temple Baptist Church
JOHNNY DEAN PRYOR: Harold & Sarah Pryor
OPAL PUMROY: Jerry & Sheree Mize
ESTA MAE ROOZE: Raymond O. Dennis
JENNA RUSSELL: Royce & Joyce Johnson
BILLIE SCHAFER: James Schafer; Mr. & Mrs. Ronny Lee
CHARLENE SEALE: Bro. & Mrs. Charles M. Johnson
SIDNEY SHARP: Ida N. Sharp
HAROLD & ANITA SMALL: Mr. Robert Kent

UPCOMING EVENTS

JOHN R SMITH: Jerry & Terri Hudson

27TH ANNUAL JC BENEFIT GOLF TOURNAMENT

JOYCE STEWART: Mrs. Carolyn Edwards

Saturday, September 20
Call Lynn Nabi at (903) 589-7137 for more information

AMPED EAST TEXAS YOUTH CONFERENCE

September 27 from 1:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. in Buckner Chapel
For students in grades 7 through 12
Cost: $5 per person (includes dinner)
Contact information:
Ricky Berry (214) 883-0851, rberry87@yahoo.com;
Tanner Choppy (832) 515-7599
Register through the AMPED website at www.ampedetyc.com.

MANLEY DISTINGUISHED LECTURE SERIES

Part 1: October 28 from 7:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.
Part 2: October 29 from 9:30 a.m. to 10:30 a.m.

SALORA SMITH: Ms. Juanita Roberts
BRUCE & WANDA STANLEY: Valera Green
BRODY STUART: Stanley & Doris Ann Allen; Logan Williamson
CHARLES SWANNER: Stanley & Doris Ann Allen; W. Terry &
Jeannine Howard; Leora Johnson
HOWARD SWINK: Bro. & Mrs. Charles M. Johnson
JIMMY TANKERSLEY: Margaret Tankersley
ARLENE THOMPSON: Tommy & Virginia Gipson
GRACIE ELAINE VAIL: Mr. & Mrs. B. T. McGinnis
LOIS VARNON: Travis & Audrey Shipp
IMA WARREN: Virginia Hopkins
SANDRA WEIDNER: Mr. & Mrs. George Kervin
MARY WOLFINGTON: John Wolfington
JEAN WOOD: Larry Wood
ROBERT WOOD: Ardeena Wood
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Remembering Bro. Raney
By PAUL GAUNTT
Possibly no preacher in modern times has
encouraged more young preacher boys and other
young people in their faith than Bro. L.H. Raney.
Throughout my ministry in six different churches—
and my time in the Department of Church Ministries
for the BMA of Texas, there was never more than
a s i x - m o n t h p e r i o d t h a t I d i d n ’t r e c e i v e a t l e a s t
one, brief, encouraging letter from him—typed on
his vintage Underwood typewriter. Scores of other
preachers will say the same thing.
Bro. Raney seemed to be everywhere. He was
preaching in the revival services at Fifth Street,
Levelland in 1950 when my mother was saved—and
a b o u t e i g h t y e a r s l a t e r, h e w a s p r e a c h i n g i n t h e
revival at Calvary, Groves where my wife, Carolyn
was saved. (It seems fitting that she is presently
serving on staff at the beloved Farley Street Church
where Bro. Raney served for 25 years.)
When I was five years old, my dad surrendered
his life to the ministry while attending the national
encampment in Latham Springs in 1953. I was really
too young to fathom what was happening—I just
knew my Dad was weeping almost uncontrollably,
and I also remember the first hand on his shoulder
was that of Bro. L.H. Raney. He sensed what was
happening and he immediately had encouraging
words for my dad.
L.H. Raney was raised in Titus County in northeast
Te x a s . H e t a u g h t s c h o o l i n h i s e a r l y y e a r s , a n d
received his degree from Baylor University. Not long
afterward, he and wife, Myra, moved to Waxahachie
where he was called by the Farley Street Baptist
Church in 1941 to be pastor. On his first Sunday with
the church, there were 69 people present in Sunday
school.
One of the key factors of the growth of the church
was Bro. Raney’s ability to “put people to work”
while making them think it was their own idea. He
operated on the principle of one of his many mottos,
“If you want the job done, get a busy person to do
it.”
He was a great organizer, and eventually led his
church to adopt the 9-point System for a standardized
graded Sunday school. He believed that wherever
there was a space in the church—be it a closet, or
e v e n t h e b a p t i s t e r y, t h e r e w a s r o o m t o o rg a n i z e
another Sunday school class. I’ve jokingly told
people that if he could see the massive “rotunda” at
the new Farley Street facility, he would declare, “My,
my—we could get three departments in this space.”
When a class grew to a certain size, he believed
in dividing it. One of his other mottos was “multiply
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by dividing.” Farley Street today is reaping some of
the benefits from the giant footprints Bro. Raney left.
W h e n m y f a m i l y m o v e d t o Wa x a h a c h i e i n
September 1985, and our furniture was being
unloaded into the duplex we rented on Highland
Street, I looked up the street a couple of hundred
yards and saw a rather diminutive fellow, dressed
in a light blue jump suit and sporting his trademark
Stetson. Bro. Raney already knew we were in town,
and was the first Farley Street member to invite us
to church.
He was pastor of Farley Street from 1941-1966.
He resigned the church with intentions to retire,
but trustees of the department he created, The
Texas Department of Christian Education, which he
operated on a part-time basis while serving at Farley
Street, felt that he was too valuable to be put on the
shelf, so a recommendation was made to the state
association for the department to go full-time. It later
became the Department of Church Ministries in 1974.
Bro. Raney directed it on a full-time basis until
he “retired” again in 1970, and then spent the next
21 years of his life writing several devotional books,
t r a c t s , a n d s e r v i n g c h u r c h e s a s i n t e r i m p a s t o r,
interim educational director, or serving as pastor
emeritus at Farley Street—a job that he refused to
let become a figure-head position. He also found
time to assist me in DCM by traveling with me and
teaching in teacher training seminars. His energy
seemed unlimited.
The lives of my family and I have been
immeasurably enriched by having the opportunity to
spend time with Bro. Raney. One of my unofficial
positions from about 1985 until the Lord called him
home in January 1991, was to be one of his private
chauffeurs. But when he called me for my services,
he would ask, “Paul, how would you like to ride with
me up to Webb Chapel tomorrow night?” I knew that
was code for “I want you to drive me.”
One afternoon when he and I were returning from
a Senior Adult Conference, held at First, Jacksonville
in 1987, he asked if we could stop in Athens for our
“afternoon Dr. Pepper.” If he had a vice, it was Dr.
Peppers. As we were checking out at the counter,
Bro. Raney started a conversation with the store
clerk.
“Do you know a fellow by the name of Paul
Gauntt,” he asked the clerk.
“No sir, I can’t say I do,” the clerk replied.
“ We l l h e ’ s b e e n k n o w n t o c o m e i n h e r e
occasionally. May I leave my card for you to give to
him?” he asked.

“Why sure.”
Then Bro. Raney looked at me with that familiar
twinkle in his eyes, and chuckling under his breath,
Bro. Raney had handed the clerk his card, which had
the plan of salvation on the back. Sharing the gospel
was always foremost on his mind.
In fact, during the last three weeks of his life,
he wanted to knock on doors on the south side of
Waxahachie, and of course I was the one selected
t o c h a u ff e u r h i m . H e s e e m e d d e s p e r a t e t o r e a c h
people for Christ—and it was almost like he had a
premonition that his time was nearly up—and there
was still work to be done. Such was the life—and the
soul-winning spirit of Bro. L.H. Raney.
It was my honor—albeit heartbreaking, to be
the final person to sit with him in the Waxahachie
h o s p i t a l t h e m o r n i n g h e p a s s e d a w a y. A l t h o u g h
he was comatose, I’m still grateful to have that
opportunity to say goodbye, and to tell him just how
very much he meant to me through the years. I can’t
help but believe he heard.
Bro. Raney was extremely proud of his son,
Howard, who ran a furniture business in Waxahachie
for years and remained a faithful member of
Farley Street until his death—and also his four
grandchildren, Cynthia, David, Bridgett and Steve.
It wasn’t a funeral—it was a celebration at
Farley Street, to a standing-room only crowd. The
local radio station, KBEC carried the service in
its entirety. And naturally, Bro. Raney directed the
service. He had all the music planned—and speakers
with their assignments. My assignment was the
easiest—I played, on a cassette player, some parting
words from him at the graveside.
I have no doubt, if he were to come back for a day,
and cruise Brown Street and see the new Farley Street
edifice, he would greatly rejoice. There will never
be another L. H. Raney. I’m glad my path crossed
with his—and I’m so glad he left such monumental
footprints on our Baptist work.
What a legacy! His ministry far superceded
Farley Street, or Christian Education. He has been
remembered as the pastor of Waxahachie and Ellis
County.

Paul Gauntt is the former BMA of Texas
Department of Church Ministries director.
He has served several churches as pastor,
and is a correspondent and featured article
writer for Baptist Progress. Contact him at
paul.gauntt@att.net.

Will revival make a difference in our lives?

By JERRY BURNAMAN

For the past few articles I’ve written a great deal about
revival and it is my desire that some pastors, church leaders
and churches have caught the passion to pray for revival
among us. Some may say, “Well, there is no use to expect
revival because the world is in too big a mess for us to do
anything about it.” The world has always been in a mess. And
yes, we cannot do anything about it but God in His sovereign
power can. Remember that He works through His people to
bring about His purpose in the world. Therefore, revival can
make a huge difference.
It will bring about a brilliant consciousness of God’s
presence. Have we become so worldly that we do not think
about God or put Him first in our lives? If so, genuine
revival will lead us to think about God, to think otherworldly. It seems we’ve lost the sense of wonder and seldom
expect anything unusual to occur when we go to church on
Sunday. Then why waste the time? However, revival gives
us a sense of wonder, of expectation for God to act and make
a difference in the people’s lives and in the church services.
Revival brings the joy of the Holy Spirit working
within us. Each day brings challenges, opportunities to serve,
and even adversities and heartaches, but it is a joy to know
the Holy Spirit will gives us wisdom and guidance to trust
God’s provisions for every need.
The Holy Spirit also give us power to serve in the areas
God has called us (Acts 1:8).
He urges us, He compels us to go beyond the walls of the
building and look upon the multitudes as Jesus did (Matthew
9:36-38) and see them as sheep without a shepherd. Then He
compels us to tell them the wonderful news of salvation.
Revival brings authority to our preaching. Indeed,

every preacher should preach with authority but if it is lacking
and there are no results, then it’s time to get alone with God
and spend the necessary time in prayer and scripture study
to receive His power. If people will not listen, then they are
accountable to God for turning down the divine Word.
Revival makes prayer a delightful activity. Real
agonizing prayer is always a challenge, and sometimes a
disturbing challenge. Unless we are careful, prayer could
become routine and we use a few pious words to satisfying
our need of prayer. But when genuine revival comes, prayer
becomes a blissful communion with God our Father that
fills the soul with joy and we experience the moving of God
among us and see life change in other people.
Through the work of the Holy Spirit, revival gives
believers a passionate love for the Scriptures. It’s possible
to be in the habit of reading the Bible through each year,
but when we get to Numbers it becomes drudgery with all
the “begets.” However, revival gives the understanding all
Scripture is God’s revelation for the purpose of showing us
His plan of salvation for mankind. As our passion grows, we
learn more and more Scripture to help us live victoriously
and share the Good News with others.
Revival gives us a clear sense of reality to everything. We
understand this is God’s universe, as believers we are His
people, and the work of the Holy Spirit in each of us is to
bring His purpose in our lives. It’s very difficult for me to put
in perspective all that’s going on in the world: the spiritual
lethargy among us, the social and economic crisis, the
political unrest, and the continual terrorist’s threat. But when
we trust God, He says I have control of everything and my
will and purpose will come to pass. Therefore, we will put

our complete trust in Him.
I ask you to join me to continually pray for revival among
us.
Pray for our church planters. In August I sent two
letters to every BMA church in Texas asking you to pray for
our church planters. September has been designated a special
month of prayer for these men and their families. Presently
we support seven projects and you could pray for two the first
week, two the second week, three the third week, and all of
them the last week. However, you can prayer for all of them
every day.
These men and their families are doing a great work
for our Lord. Recently, I learned there have been many
professions of faith:
• Matthew Prather at Celina baptized six.
• Todd Cox and Darren Lemons in Terrell baptized four
and have two more waiting for baptism.
• Arnulfo has seven groups in the greater Houston
area. The one at Rosenberg baptized 10 recently. They
are in need of a portable baptistery, if you have one
available or know of one, let me know about it.
Give God thanks for working among us and then ask Him
to do a greater work.

Jerry Burnaman is the executive director
of State Missions and the Baptist
Missionary Loan Association. Contact
him at jerryburnaman@yahoo.com or
972-923-0757.
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Keep on truckin'–for the Master's Builders
By SHARON COLE
Ladies! Fall is approaching soon, a time to watch God’s
nature transform into another beautiful sight. From the greens
to vibrant orange, yellow, and golds that will take your breath,
fall is a wonderful season for building for the Lord. In support
for the Master’s Builders Organization, our state WMA project
goal of $15,000 is falling into place. As of Sept. 4, 2014 we have
reached $10,067 of that. Thank you for getting your hammer out
and hitting the nail on the head. All we need is $4,933 to reach
our goal which will help to contribute to the Master’s Builders
new tool truck. Please help us to continue blessing others in this
endeavor. There are many ways to have fun, raising funds this
fall. Share your ideas and inspire your local churches and their
departments to become involved. A few fall fundraiser ideas are
Festivals, Soup and Bake Potato Dinners, Pancake Breakfast,
Youth Rally, Sporting events, Rafﬂes or even a love offering.
What can you think of for raising money toward this wonderful
gift? Thank you for helping make this a Fantastic Fall for the
Master’s Builders! Send all donations and offerings to: Jo Strong,
149 NW Suzanne Terrace, Burleson, TX 76028. 817-480-0888;
Jokenstrong@juno.com.

PROJECT NOMINATIONS NEEDED

Although the present project is still in progress, plans must
begin soon to search for a project for the year 2014-2015. The
deadline for sending in project nominations has been extended
to September 30, 2014. Please talk to your ladies and get your
nomination to the Project Selection Committee as soon as
possible. Ideas for the new project need to be sent to: April
Meyers, P.O. Box 8617, Grangerland, TX 77302; 832-4727676. Remember, the new project idea must be sent by a local
WMA group and must be a part of the BMA, state or national.
Your ideas will be researched and presented at the Texas WMA
meeting November 4, 2014 at First, Keltys Baptist Church,
Lufkin, TX.

MESSAGE FROM YOUR PRESIDENT
Let God Touch Your Daily Life

Ladies, we are often more stressed over the temporal things
in life—bills to be paid, if we’ll be able to have a child, what
someone is saying about us, how our body looks, and so on.
Sometimes we are more concerned about what the scales say
than what God says. Our heart is closely attuned to our bank
balance, rather than our life’s balance. Yet God instructs us to “set
your hearts on things above.” If our priorities were in heaven,
not on this earth, we would not only be happier and healthier,
but less financially drained and emotionally spent. He tells us not
to “store up treasures here on earth where moth and rust destroy
and where thieves break in and steal. But store up for yourselves
treasures in heaven…For where your treasure is, there your heart
will be also.” It takes God’s touch to clear our hearts of what
this world says is important and focus it on the things above. It’s
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amazing how many women profess to know God and follow
Him, yet their thinking patterns are just like those of anyone else
in the world. Scripture commands us: “Don’t copy the behavior
and customs of this world, but let God transform you into a new
person by changing the way you think. Then you will know
what God wants you to do, and you will know how good and
pleasing and perfect his will really is.” God’s Word instructs:
“fix your thoughts on what is true and honorable and right. Think
about things that are pure and lovely and admirable. Think about
things that are excellent and worthy of praise…and the God of
peace will be with you.” What mental anguish we would spare
ourselves from if we would let God transform our mind and
renew our thoughts to think as He would? Dates to remember:
Oct. 4, 2014--Texas Ladies Retreat, Rosewood, Gilmer
Nov. 4, 2014--State WMA Meeting, Keltys First, Lufkin

Sharon Cole is the editor for the Texas
WMA. Contact her at S9Co@aol.com.
For more information on the Texas
WMA, visit www.texaswma.com.

The personality of Satan

By GARY HOUSE

DATE: September 21, 2014
SCRIPTURE: John 8:44; 2 Corinthians 4: 3-4; Ephesians
6:11, 12:1; 1 Peter 5:8-9.
THE LESSON IN BRIEF: Satan is a real and evil person,
dedicated to the destruction of all that is godly,
blinding the world to the gospel (Corinthians 4:34), tempting God’s children to do evil and warring
against the Son of God (See BMAA Doctrinal
Statement).
Many Christians smile when the subject of
Satan is introduced; perhaps they recall the cartoon
caricature of an impish man in a red suit, bearing
horns, a long tail and pitchfork. Others ridicule the
concept of a personal devil. They ignore one of the
Bible's primary teachings: the person and work of
the arch enemy of both God and man. Satan is happy
to keep his work and identity concealed, in order to
pursue his ambition of destruction and opposition.
The truth is Satan, transforms himself into an angel
of light (2 Corinthians 11:14) in order to allure,
capture and destroy all that is pure and godly,
including the believer.
The Apostle Paul warns Christians (2 Corinthians
2:11) not to be ignorant of the devil's devices, lest
he take advantage of us. The best way to defeat the
enemy is to know all you can about his operation,
and install a defense system for resisting him.
THE REALITY OF SATAN. How do we know
that Satan is real? No less than 174 times the Bible
makes specific reference to the Devil as a person

intent on evil. The Person of the Devil is as clearly
revealed in the Scripture as the Person of Jesus
Christ. Satan has intelligence, memory, possesses a
will and displays emotions. His temptation of Christ
(Matthew 4) erases any doubt as to his reality.
Satan's conversation with God in the book of
Job substantiates he is not merely an evil impersonal
force at work in the world, but a living being. He is
the most powerful creature in all of God's universe,
superhuman but not supernatural. He is mighty but
not almighty. His Power and knowledge are limited
by God. He cannot be everywhere at once, nor is
he all knowing, else he would have known that
Job would not break under his assault. He does not
know the future, save for his own damnation. He
is accountable to God. He can do nothing without
God's permission.
THE ROLE OF SATAN. The head of all evil
is described in Scripture by many names, each of
which gives insight into his evil character.
Satan, or adversary, which means one who
takes a stand against another, is used 52 times. The
adversary of both God and man, Satan never appears
to man as opponent (Genesis 3; 2 Cor.11:4), but
before the Creator, he always is known as such (Job
1-2). God knows Satan for who he is.
Devil, means accuser or slanderer, is used 35
times. Jesus called him the father of all lies. There is
no truth in him. (John 8:44).
The Wicked One suggests that Satan is not only

himself wicked, but the source of all wickedness in
the world (1 John 3:8). He is also called the god of
this world (2 Corinthians 4:4) and the Prince of the
power of the air (Ephesians 2:2). Not only is Satan
the object of the world's worship, but through his
organization of demonic forces, is the moving spirit
of its godless activities.
As the tempter, Satan cunningly entreats men to
sin; more dangerous than a roaring lion (1 Peter 5:8),
he actively seeks to instill his hatred for the things of
God, and for God himself in as many as will follow
him. He makes people hate God.
THE ROUTINE OF SATAN. What does the
ex-prince of Paradise do? The one thing of which
Satan can never be accused is idleness or laziness.
Satan is Alive and Well ... and working. Note three
areas of operation.
Desiring to be like God, Satan's willful and
rebellious pride caused his expulsion from heaven
(Isaiah 14:12-14). His principal desire is the
overthrow of God. While Satan hates God on the
one hand, he still maintains the obsession to be like
Him. Thus, the god of darkness imitates everything
God does. Because he could not destroy the Messiah,
the hope of redemption, he now seeks to destroy the
effect of believers (Ephesians 2:2).
Satan also attempts to corrupt good (Acts
20:28-30). He directs all evil forces within and
without, and uses them to tear down Christian
character. He delights to test God's people, and to

hinder their spiritual development. While Satan
cannot possess the believer, he can, with God's
permission, oppress a child of God. God allows
this in order that the believer may be purified or
corrected (1 Corinthians 5:1-5).
Through the weapon of deception, Satan perverts
the Word, hinders the work of God's servant,
accuses Christians before God and undermines the
Home, the Church and the individual.
RESISTANCE TO SATAN. We must learn to
recognize Satan and not fear his attacks.
Satan cannot exceed the limitations which God
imposes. Although we must respect his power (Jude
9,) we must remember that he is a conquered
enemy.
We overcome Satan in the blood of Jesus. His
power over believers ended with the death of Christ
on the Cross (Revelation 12:10). As children of God,
we are engaged in an ongoing battle with the Hostile
one.
Today, we seem to have a problem determining
who the enemy really is. Satan has divided God's
people until we are so busy fighting each other
we have forgotten the real enemy. Renew your
commitment to resist the Devil at every level of
attack (James 4:7). Put on the battle gear (Ephesians
6:10-17) for we are in a spiritual battle. Know that
your enemy is a defeated foe. His end is revealed in
Revelation 20:10. Thank God, we are on the winning
side.

The depravity of mankind

By GARY HOUSE

DATE: September 28, 2014
SCRIPTURE: Romans 5:12-21.
LESSON IN BRIEF. All men are as hopeless as they can be
without Christ.
Whenever one examines the human race,
indisputable evidence abounds that something is
amiss. Formed as the culmination of God's mighty
act of Creation, made in the image of God, man has
failed to "Be all he can be." What causes man to act
in such irrational manner? Romans 5:12 conveys the
sole reason for mankind's crooked and perverse way:
“Wherefore as by one man sin entered into the world,
and death by sin: and so death passed upon all men,
for all have sinned.” This is the essence of the doctrine
of depravity.
Meaning of the term. Webster says depraved
means "marked by corruption or evil, perverse,
crooked." The spiritual implication suggests man is
internally weakened in respect to sin, so that he is unable
to resist successfully the temptations to sin.
THE ORIGIN OF DEPRAVITY. The Bible
asserts that man carne into being as the result of God's
creative act, the crown and goal of all Creation. Man
was created free from sin, that is, he was pure and
innocent. In this condition, he had fellowship with God,
for there was no sin to come between man and God.
How long he continued in this state of innocence and
loveliness we do not know.

Man fell when he yielded to temptation and sinned.
The Genesis account tells us that the Tempter carne to
Adam and Eve, and persuaded them to rebel against
the authority of God. When Adam sinned (Genesis
3) his seed became corrupt. He passed on to all his
descendants a nature weakened toward sin. The curse
of sin was spread to all mankind. Fallen he, fallen they.
Adam's individual transgression resulted in a
sin nature for him, but with us it is the other way
around-our sin nature (depravity) results in individual
transgressions.
Depravity is a universal condition. Every person is
affected; there is not a single exception in the whole
human race. Sin is such that it pervades the whole race
of man and the whole nature of man. Many passages
teach the truth that the sin nature is inherited, that it is
passed from generation unto generation (Psalms 51:5;
Jeremiah 17:9; Ephesians 2:3).
THE DEGREE OF DEPRAVITY. This term
is often misunderstood. It does not mean that man
is altogether bad, nor that all men are equally sinful.
There is some good inherent in every member of the
race. Most men do not go around robbing banks or
murdering children. Neither does it mean that an infant
is born already condemned to hell. Depravity does not
maintain that a sinner has no sense of God, or good or
evil. Many unsaved people display a higher sense of
morality than their Christian counterparts.

Depravity suggests that man has missed the mark into sin.
THE SOLUTION TO DEPRAVITY. In Romans
set for him by God (Romans 3:23). All men, without
respect of condition or class, are sinners before God. 7, The Apostle Paul, faced with a continuing struggle
There may be difference in the degree, but not in the with the onslaught of sin, and looking to the coming of
fact of sin. We are not condemned because Adam Jesus for the removal from the presence of sin, offered
sinned, but because we have sinned. Man is a sinner two options. We can choose to live as victims of
depravity "evil is present within me" or we can become
by nature and by practice.
Someone may object, "Why is it fair for God victors through the sole remedy, the work of Jesus
to censure the whole world because of one man's Christ on the cross, the lone exception to the depravity
disobedience? "By condemning the whole human race of the human race. He who knew no sin became the
through one man (Adam) God was then able to save the perfect sacrifice unto God for sin and mankind's Savior.
human race through one man—Jesus Christ” (Warren Adam's sin brought judgment and condemnation, but
Christ's death brings reconciliation. Therefore if any
Wiersbe).
THE RESULTS OF DEPRAVITY. Depravity man be in Christ, he is a new creation; old things
pictures man as totally helpless to change himself (depraved nature) are passed away: behold all things
outside the provisions of God's saving grace. This is are become new (2 Corinthians 5:17).
Modernism is content to treat the boils on the skin of
the heart of the issue: Man is unable to deliver himself
from the power of sin. He is enslaved to Satan. The mankind, (sins) but the real disease is in the bloodstream
Bible declares that man is dead in trespasses and sin (sin nature). Christ’s total salvation is the only answer to
(Ephesians 2:1), which means he is separated from mankind’s depravity.
God, as Adam was after he sinned.
Depravity corrupts every part
Gary House is the writer of the Sunday
of man's being: mind, body, will
school lessons for Baptist Progress.
(emotions) and spirit. Without divine
He serves as pastor of Tundra Baptist
help, man becomes worse and
worse.
Church in Canton. Contact him at
Without the redeeming power
Tundraparson@aol.com.
of God's grace man will sink deeper
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Navigate FAQ's
By SCOTT ATTEBERY
I have had some wonderful conversations related to my
book, Navigate. The following are five snippets from those
conversations.
You seem to emphasize Scripture as the primary means
of navigating God’s will. Are you saying that God doesn’t
use situations, relationships, and feelings to guide us?
No, actually, I believe God uses all sorts of things to guide
us. However, that doesn’t mean that we are to discern His
will from those things. There is a difference between God’s
using something and us understanding what He is doing. God
providentially places us in situations and relationships and gives
us feelings as a way of guiding without us ever realizing His
divine reasons.
You make the point that emotions can be misleading
when making decisions. Are you saying that we should
ignore our feelings?
Absolutely not. God has given us feelings and emotions for
a reason. In fact, God even uses the language of emotions to
describe His own feelings toward certain things in Scripture.
Pretending that faith has no relationship with feelings is a
dangerous extreme. At the same time, Acting as if faith is ruled
by feelings is just as dangerous.
A biblical approach sees feelings as indicators of what is going
on inside of us. We must use discernment to understand whether
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our feelings are rooted in sin (bitterness, anger, jealousy), rooted
in righteousness (compassion, righteous indignation, etc), and/or
rooted in the Holy Spirit’s resonance with Scripture that we have
meditated upon or memorized in the past.
You discourage people from reading too much into
circumstances and events. Are you saying that not everything
has a purpose?
Not at all. I believe “all things” are working together under
God’s sovereignty (Rom. 8:28). However, the Bible never
suggests that we have to understand all things. In fact, it says just
the opposite –“The secret things belong to the Lord our God”
(Deut. 29:29).
Your ideas about how God leads people into ministry is a
little different from what I have heard from others. Are you
saying that God does not “call” people into ministry?
I am not denying that God “calls” people into various
ministries or professions. Instead, I am just saying that a
call is not necessarily composed of extra-biblical revelation.
Instead, it is more likely evidenced by God-given desires, gifts,
qualifications, and skills.
Does your emphasis on decision making downplay the
role of the Holy Spirit in leading believers?
Of course not. I believe the Holy Spirit works with the
Sword of the Spirit (the Bible) while illuminating our minds to

understand God’s Word and providing wisdom to live out the
principles and teachings of God’s Word.
Dr. Scott Attebery is the executive director
of DiscipleGuide Church Resources. Contact
him by email at scott@discipleguide.org,
on Facebook: Scott Attebery or Twitter @
scottattebery. Visit www.DiscipleGuide.org.

Last chance to honor Speer
with retirement offering
Churches wishing to honor James Speer’s 35 years of service
as the director of Daniel Springs Camp through a retirement
offering should send their gifts marked “Speer Retirement” to
DiscipleGuide by the end of October.
Throughout the 2014 camp season, campers have shown
their appreciation with special offerings. Several churches have
also chosen to give special gifts. Brother Speer has served BMA
campers faithfully for three and a half decades. This offering is an
opportunity for BMA churches to show their appreciation.

