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Something funny happened. He just volunteered 
to assist the youth leader…that’s all!  Just 
occasionally plug in a video and maybe tag along 
on a trip to Six Flags. Nothing too big! Then the 
youth minister resigned and Chris Huson began 
the journey to find that God had a bigger plan 
in mind. A plan which, since then, is constantly 
challenging Chris and Holly, his wife, to go 
further and dig deeper than they ever have before.  

“You know, that’s been our story.” Holly said, 
“Every time we think we know what God is calling 
us to, we get in the middle of it and He pulls back 
the curtain to show us something bigger than we 
really imagined. Each time, God forces us to lean 
even more upon Him and realize that without Him, 
we really can’t do anything!” 

In April 2013 the Husons were commissioned 
by the BMA of America to be support missionaries 
to Ecuador. Now, due to unforeseen circumstances, 
they fi nd themselves challenged to take the lead of 
that same mission. Chris revealed, “We considered 
going somewhere else and being a support family 
for another missionary, but God just wouldn’t take 
the people we met in Cuenca, Ecuador off our 
hearts.” 

So, after seeking the counsel of their pastor, 
the Husons decided to follow the Lord’s leading 
and ask the Missions Office what they needed 
to do to become lead missionaries. After a great 
deal of prayer and many meetings, the Husons 

have received approval from the BMAA Missions 
Advisory Board to gain the necessary experience 
and training for a lead missionary from John 
Michael Poulan while assisting him in Ica, Peru. 

“This is really just God working out the 
details.” Chris said. “We decided to follow Him 
and everything just came together. I get to learn 
from an awesome guy who has a great work going 
in Peru while, at the same time, have opportunities 
to take a few bus rides down to Ecuador with 
John Michael and minister to the church that was 
planted there.”  “I can’t wait to see what God has 
in store for us next!”

Now, just a few years removed from becoming 
reluctant youth leaders, Chris and Holly Huson 
with their children, Mallory, Mason and Myah are 
BMAA missionaries to Ecuador. Chris and Holly 
are currently in their last trimester of Spanish 
school and about to start the next part of their 
training while ministering with John Michael 
Poulan in Peru. But the beauty of the Huson 
family is the simple message that is on display in 
their lives. They’re just a normal Christian family 
that made an extraordinary commitment to follow 
God wherever it is He leads. 

You may contact  the Huson’s  at  huson.
ecuador@yahoo.com or give to Mission Ecuador 
by sending your donation to BMAA Missions P.O. 
Box 878, Conway, AR 72033 and note “Huson 
Mission” on the memo line.  

By RANDY CRUDGINGTON
Pastor of Oak Grove, Canton

Husons become lead missionaries in Ecuador
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The memory is still very vivid of when I heard John 
Maxwell say, “If you are going to speak on God’s behalf, 
you better make sure He has spoken!” His great advice has 
challenged me to be cautious in this area of my spiritual walk.  
In Divine Mentor, Wayne Cordeiro says, “The unambiguous 
Source for the Christian—that which fuels, ignites, guides, 
sustains and empowers absolutely everything—is time with 
the Master.” He goes on to say, “You can celebrate God in a 
crowd, but you can only get to know God one on one.”

Can you really know that God is speaking to you and 
recognize His voice? Yes, but it is not easy to hear His 
voice with the multiple distractions around us. It can be very 
diffi cult in today’s world because of the hustle and bustle of 
everyday life to consistently distinguish what God is saying. 
Cordeiro points out, “When we know intimately even the 
smallest, faintest facets of God’s genuine character, we’ll 
be able to detect a counterfeit voice at once. The only way 
to develop that kind of familiarity is through a consistent 
exposure to God in His Word.”

Charles Stanley addresses this in his book, How to Listen 
to God, by giving us 5 Cs to provide a filter to identify 
whether it is God speaking or not! 

First, is the answer/instruction  Consistent with 
scripture?“Forever, O LORD, thy word is settled in heaven” 
Psalm 119:89.

Secondly, does the answer/instruction Challenge your 
faith? “But without faith it is impossible to please him” 
(Hebrews 11:6).  

Third, does the answer/instruction Confl ict with human 
wisdom? “For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so 
are my ways higher than your ways, and my thoughts than 
your thoughts” (Isaiah 55:9).   

Fourth, does the direction Clash with my fleshly 
nature? “He that walketh with wise men shall be wise: but 
a companion of fools shall be destroyed” (Proverbs 13:20).  

Fifth, will obeying God require Courage? “Only be 
thou strong and very courageous, that thou mayest observe 
to do according to all the law” (Joshua 1:7). God’s Word 
is not safe and calls us to a radical commitment.  God’s 
word challenges us, stirs us, reprimands us, corrects us, and 
instructs us.  It requires faith to obey it and truth will confront 
our comfort zones.  

One thing is sure; God will never lead you into anything 
that is in direct violation of His word. Divine Mentor says 
correctly, “Being in the Bible every day installs within us a 
self-correcting mechanism, a spiritual GPS. Having this in 
place and fi nely calibrated, when something does go wrong, 
we know why it went wrong and, best of all, how to connect 

back before we are down the path of no return.” Just because 
someone says that God told them to do something does not 
mean that He did. Satan came to Eve and began with, “Is that 
really what God said?”

Cordeiro shares in Divine Mentor that we all make around 
three hundred decisions every day. Those decisions range 
from what we will have for lunch to should we stretch the 
truth at work. Approximately, ten percent of these decisions 
have the potential to have “life-altering ramifi cations.” As 
we mature in Christ we move from wrestling with right and 
wrong and are confronted daily with whether our decisions 
are wise or unwise. “I will instruct thee and teach thee in the 
way which thou shalt go: I will guide thee with mine eye” 
(Psalm 32:8).    

One of the wisest traits to have is to remain teachable and 
ready to learn. We must never allow ourselves to think that 
we have arrived. In Mentor Like Jesus, Regi Campbell tells 
that he requires those he agrees to mentor to sign a covenant 
and to enter a year lon g commitment. One part of that says, 
“I understand that I will be given tough, ‘off target’ feedback. 
I will do all within my power to receive this feedback in love 
and to learn from it. I will avoid defensiveness, knowing 
that when I defend, I lose the opportunity to learn, I am 
committing to being open to examine myself; my personality, 

my past, my habits, my anger and my responses to people. I 
want to learn. I want to change, to be more like Jesus Christ 
in every fi ber of my being.”

Wayne Cordeiro said someone once said to him, “The 
secret of growing in divine wisdom is to come to God stupid.  
Tell him you don’t know a thing. Tell Him you need to know 
how to think, how to tie your shoes, how to win friends and 
influence anybody.” Wisdom teaches us the foundational 
truth that we do not have the necessary wisdom needed for 
what God has called us to accomplish in Him. We must be 
daily students of His word, sensitive to His voice in our 
lives, and give permission to godly mentors to speak into 
our lives.

Healthy churches remain teachable, coachable, and have a 
desire to learn.

       

Larry Barker is the operations director 
for North American Missions. For more 
information or to contact him, visit 
www.bmaamissions.org.

By LARRY BARKER

Listening to God
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By DR. TRAVIS PLUMLEE

Priorities to pursue

Dr. Travis Plumlee is a full-time professional 
speaker and leads Family Ark Ministries. He 
is national board certified as a therapist/
specialist in various areas of human 
behavior. For more information or to 
contact him, visit www.travisplumlee.com.

What are the main priorities in your life right now? 
If you wrote them down on a piece of paper, would they 
really refl ect where you spend most of your time? Are these 
priorities in line with what God wants for us? 

If something is really our priority, we will spend time, 
effort, money and our energy pursuing these priorities. I think 
many people would list one set of priorities that they desire 
to follow. Then, I think that in reality, their life would show 
a different set of priorities based upon where they spend their 
time.  

It is so easy to walk in the ways of the world isn’t it? You 
have so many chores and errands that need to be done. You 
have appointments that need to be kept. Many people have 
work and school to attend. After work, there are so many 
chores to do. And of course, there is the bodily need to rest 
from all of this activity.  

It is so easy to just plop down in front of the television 
and not even realize how many hours we have spent there. 
No matter how hard we strive to walk in the Spirit and focus 
on the things of God, the world constantly beckons us to turn 
from the things above, to the things of this earth. 

Yes, we must let the Spirit work in us rather than trying 
to live the Christian walk by our own strength and fl esh. But 
even when we earnestly strive and desire to not be caught in 
the trappings of this world, it is still a daily need to nail those 
fl eshly desires to the cross. Even though we desire to walk 
with the Lord, we still have to go to the grocery store and pay 
our bills.  

Therefore, it is incumbent upon us all to routinely spend 
a little down time doing some self-awareness. We need to 
come apart for a little while each week from the busyness of 
our lives, and refl ect on how we are spending our life. Where 
does your time go? If we do not think about how much time 
we spend in the things of God and desiring the things of 

heaven rather than the things of this world (Colossians 3:2), 
we will let time slip away and grow further away. “For they 
that are after the fl esh do mind the things of the fl esh; but they 
that are after the Spirit the things of the Spirit” (Romans 8:5).

It is actually a gradual eroding of our walk with the Lord, 
and getting consumed with the things of the world. It is a 
slow drift. The devil is subtle in how he works in our life. He 
convinces us that it is okay to do this or that. It is no big deal. 
Besides, we deserve it. And slowly, hardly without noticing, 
the entire week has passed by and our priorities from the 
Bible have been neglected just because of the hectic lifestyle 
we have chosen.  

I invite and encourage you to sit down as an individual and 
as a family and list what your priorities really are. Hopefully, 
they will be based upon scripture and what God desires for us 
as priorities. If you don’t do this, then it is consistent human 
behavior to ignore these priorities and focus on selfi sh drives. 
Here are some common priorities for which we should strive.

Family. Everyone would quickly agree that it is family 
that should be a priority.  But analyze how your family 
spends their week. How much is quality family time? How 
much togetherness exist, where we spend time talking to each 
other? Do we ever spend a little more time at work so we can 
make a little more money and as a result, spend less time at 
home with family? Do we let sports or other entertainment 
pursuits erode family meal time and family togetherness? 
Do we let electronic media—television, music, cellphone, 
internet, facebook, twitter etc… steal our time? A family can 
all be at home in the evening and still spend no time together. 
That is the world we live in today.

Marriage. Marriage is a priority in the Bible. Raising 
children for the glory of the Lord is a priority. Teaching them 
scripture and the ways of the Lord is job one for the Christian 
parent. 

Prayer. Prayer is definitely a priority pursuit for the 
Christian home. 1 Thessalonians 5:17, Philippians 4:6 and 
Ephesians 6:18 tell us how often we should pray. 

Bible study. Bible study should be a priority that is done 
in the Christian home.

Serving others. Having a ministry of helping others 
should be a priority (Matthew 25:40). 

Love. Demonstrating unconditional love towards others. 
Forgiveness. Practicing unconditional forgiveness.
Time. Even little things like meal times together, hugs, 

hand holding, showing affection. Doing fun things together 
or working together around the yard, or home is spending 
time together. A walk is together time. Going to your child’s 
ball game is not.  The child is on the fi eld, and you are in the 
bleachers. That is separation, not together time. Developing 
healthy friendships and investing in relationships with time 
and effort and thoughtfulness should be a priority. 

Jesus. Obviously, Jesus is the number one priority and if 
you follow Him, then all the other things will be right.

Evaluate your priorities in life. Write them down. Pursue 
them. Life is too short to waste it. Focus on the important 
stuff and don’t be consumed with the little things that eat 
away your time. Love deeply. Laugh often. Live victoriously. 
Help others. Enjoy time with Jesus and enjoy this life He has 
given you.      

To n y  C l e a v e r  h a s  j u s t  p u b l i s h e d  h i s  n e w 
book Scriptures for Today on Amazon. Amazon provides 
a free downloadable reader and preview of Cleaver’s new 
e-book. Here is the site to preview and purchase Scriptures 
for Today: http://www.amazon.com/dp/B00OGIMER4

Scriptures for Today is a devotional commentary on 
Bible verses designed for anyone to read each and every 
day of the year. It has some points of evangelism for those 
who seek Christ and want to be found of Him. It contains 
some admonitions and encouragements to church workers 
especially those we call pastor. It has some words of hope 

for those in hopeless situations. The Word of God speaks 
for itself to our lives in a marvelous way.

No human being can survive without breathing, 
drinking, and eating. Reading the Bible on a daily basis 
is like that for the essence of the soul. We find in the 
Scriptures the very breath of God, the water of life, and 
the food for which we so desperately long.

There is a Scripture index at the back of the book for 
your use in finding passages on the dates of the year.

Cleaver says about Scriptures for Today:
“The Scriptures are God breathed and inspired, and 

they are the perfect guide for our daily living.  Each 
portion of the Scriptures has the authority of God in 
it. The emphasis of Scriptures for Today is the focus on 
a daily Bible passage. Reading through Scriptures for 
Today one may have a Bible verse highlighted for each 
day of the year.

Scriptures for Today will make a wonderful gift for your 
family or a special person in your congregation.  Because 
of the power of the Scriptures, it can be a contribution to 
your friends in whom you are interested in enabling to 
become Christians.”

Tony Cleaver Publishes New Book
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Pressing Forward

▲ Jerry Fulton

By the time most read this editorial, the 114th Annual Session of 
the BMA of Texas will have begun at Keltys First, Lufkin. I recall 
the gracious hospitality shown by the pastor, staff and members to 
church messengers and others when we gathered there for our 111th 
Annual Session in 2011. Our association is grateful to Pastor Mark 
Livingston, Keltys First and the Angelina Baptist Association for 
hosting our meeting again this year. 

The theme of the 114th Annual Session, Pressing Forward, is 
similar to our theme the last time we met in Lufkin—Fan the Flame, 
Finish Strong. It is good to know that some of our churches have 
fanned the fl ame, since the last time we met in Lufkin, and are now 
on fi re for the Lord, Pressing Forward.

The Wednesday morning session of our meeting has been reserved 
to present the REVIVAL in Texas intiative. Among those scheduled 
to speak are Heith Mitchell, pastor of Myrtle Springs, Quitman. By 
applying concepts explained during the REVIVAL in Texas workshops, 
Pastor Mitchell has led his church to reach a good number of young 
families in their community. 

Brett Lester, pastor of First, Livingston, will also speak about how 
the Lord has used principles his congregation has applied over the 
years to help them grow to an average attendance of approximately 
700 each week. 

Cecil Linke will speak from the perspective of a church planter, 
who through State Missions, has also initiated ideas conceived in the 
REVIVAL in Texas workshops.

Orval Barger, pastor emeritus of 
First, Livingston will speak about the 
biblical mandate our churches have been 
given to seek revival in our state and tell 
lost souls about the saving grace of God. 

I have been told that at one time the 
Baptist Missionary Association was the 
fastest growing association of churches 
in the nation. Wouldn’t it be great if 
the Lord were to bring revival to our 
churches in Texas that would cause the 
efforts of the BMA to increase as never 
before around the world? He will bring 
REVIVAL in Texas, if we will humble 
ourselves, pray, seek His face and turn 
from our wicked ways. Imagine the millions of unchurched people in 
Texas alone who are desperate for hope—hope that can only be found 
in Jesus.

When our 114th Annual Session is adjourned in Lufkin, my prayer 
is that every pastor, church staff member, departmental director, 
departmental worker and church messenger will have had their hearts 
set ablaze for the cause of Christ, and return home ready to reach 
their Jerusalem and all the world with the gospel.

Stay tuned for good news in the coming months as the BMA of 
Texas answers the call to press forward! 
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Church SS Worship Additions

Anthony Drive, Ennis 74 102

Cedar Creek, Teague 18 25

Farley Street, Waxahachie 428 539 1 By Statement

First, Blooming Grove 216 1 By Baptism

First, Palmer 41 55

Glade Creek, Gilmer 19 36

Jackson, Joaquin 77 133

Little Flock, Lufkin 15

Long Creek, Sunnyvale 73 91

Merriman Hills, Sherman 20 23

New Harmony, Tyler 290 355

New Haven, Dallas 22 52 2 By Statement

Omen, Arp 24 48

Pilgrim Rest #2, Golden 46 58

Pine Brook, Tyler 29 67

Rosewood, Gilmer 115 150

Security Calvary, Cleveland 83

Temple, Mexia 36 43

Tundra, Canton 72

Woodland, Splendora 37 66

Yellowpine Macedonia, Hemphill 16 24

Church SS Worship Additions

Anthony Drive, Ennis 73 106

Bethel, Groesbeck 36 42 1 By Letter

Cedar Creek, Teague 17 20

Farley Street, Waxahachie 459 585 1 By Profession

First, Blooming Grove 216

First, Palmer 39 61

Glade Creek, Gilmer 16 34

Harvest, Lufkin 22 30

Little Flock, Lufkin 20

New Harmony, Tyler 323 404

Omen, Arp 34 53

Pilgrim Rest #2, Golden 40 48

Pine Brook, Tyler 27 64

Rosewood, Gilmer 92 167 1 By Letter

Security Calvary, Cleveland 18 40 2 By Statement

Simmons Hill, Diana 38 54

Temple, Mexia 36 48

Woodland, Splendora 37 63

EVENTS PERSONNEL & POSITIONS 

HALL 
FURNITURE LTD.

Fine Church Furniture 
since 1939

P.O. Box 157
(1321 Industrial Dr.)

Henderson, TX 75653
903-657-4501

CHURCHES IN REVIEW

For publication, statistics for Churches in Review must be received by 
Monday at 5 p.m. on Monday.

OCTOBER 19, 2014

OCTOBER  26, 2014

Want to Make a Gift That Keeps Giving?
The  BMA Founda t i on  p rov ides  t ha t 

opportunity. Your gift is never spent, it is invested 
and only the earnings are used to support any 
or all departments of the BMA of America as 
you specify. Your gift keeps giving until the Lord 
returns. You may make a cash contribution or 
contribute through your estate plan. Checks 
should be made payable to BMA Foundation 
and mailed to P.O. Box 1188, Conway, Arkansas 
72033. For more information, call the BMA 
Foundation office at 501-329-6891.

AVAILABLE POSITIONS
MUSIC OR MUSIC & YOUTH—First, New Caney is seeking a bivocational 
music or music & youth minister. Send resume to Pastor Jonathan 
Fitzgerald, P.O. Box 1027, New Caney, Texas 77357 or to fbcnewcaney@
att.net, or call 281-399-9930. TFN

PASTOR—Greenwood Missionary, Fulton, Mississippi is seeking a senior 
pastor. Send resume to Greenwood Baptist Church, c/o Suzanne Little, 
1400 Greenwood Church Road, Fulton, Mississippi 38843; suzanne.little@
hunterdouglas.com or call 662-401-8910. 12/3/14

 
PASTOR—Grace Temple, San Angelo is seeking a senior pastor. Send 
resume to Calvin Watkins, 505 Alexander, San Angelo, Texas 76901, 
cnwatkins1@hotmail.com or call 325-944-1890. 11/5/14

YOUTH—South Park, Fort Worth is seeking a director of youth 
ministry. For information about the position and to submit a resume visit 
fortworthbaptistchurch.org/YouthDirectorSearch/. TFN

NOVEMBER 23, 2014
Harvest Sunday
@ Anthony Drive, Ennis
Guest speaker: Dr. Mike Smith, 
president of Jacksonville College
Concert by: The Jacksonville 
College Singers
Lunch following worship

JANUARY 17-22, 2015 
The Great Escape 
Youth & Children’s Leaders 
Conference Cruise 
Go to discipleguide.org/thegreatescape

APRIL 20-22, 2015
BMA of America Annual Session
@ University Plaza Hotel 
and Convention Center
Springfield, Missouri
Headquarters Hotel: University Plaza 
Hotel

APRIL 25-27, 2016
BMA of America Annual Session
@ Gatlinburg Convention Center
Gatlinburg, Tennessee
Headquarters Hotel: Glenstone Hotel

PASTOR & STAFF CHANGES
GARY HOUSE has resigned as pastor of Tundra, Canton.

MICHAEL MOORE has been called as interim pastor of Walston Springs, 
Palestine.

Central Baptist College
invites applications 

for Vice President for Finance
Central Baptist College in Conway seeks an innovative and experienced financial 
administrator and leader with a proven track record in the management of financial 
systems to serve as vice president for finance.

Reporting directly to the president, the vice president for finance serves as chief 
financial officer of the college. The vice president for finance will provide strategic 
leadership and oversight of the college’s finance and accounting functions, business 
services and auxiliary enterprises, human resources and facilities and physical plant 
operations. As a member of the president’s executive management team, the vice 
president will support the president and will contribute to the strategic objectives and 
direction of the college by providing sound and ethical fiscal planning and financial 
management to ensure the long-term financial stability and growth of the college.

The successful candidate will have an MBA or Master’s degree in business 
management, accounting or related field and a minimum of five years accounting/
finance related experience in a supervisory or managerial role.

The vice president for finance is a 12-month full-time position with remuneration and 
benefits commensurate with experience.the Search Committee will begin reviewing 
applications immediately. The search will continue until the position is filled.

Send letter of application, resume, and the names, addresses and phone numbers of 
three references to: Vice President for Finance Search Committee, c/o Terry Kimbrow, 
President, Central Baptist College, 1501 College Avenue, Conway, Arkansas 72034 
or email tkimbrow@cbc.edu. Electronic submissions are encouraged.

Candidates must support the Christian identity of the college and demonstrate 
mature faith, Christian lifestyle, and a strong belief in Baptist doctrine. CBC will 
conduct a criminal background investigation as part of the hiring process.
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Dr. Mike Smith is the president of Jacksonville 
College. Contact him at msmith@jacksonville-
college.edu or 903-589-7106. You may also 
visit the Jacksonville College website, www.
jacksonville-college.edu

By DR. MIKE SMITH

UPCOMING EVENTS

Briefl y stated, the Dean of Students is responsible for student life. 
This position covers a multitude of activities and responsibilities 
including:

1. Working with Student Success and Capstone programs 
2. Overseeing the operation of the SUB 
3. Coordinating student employment 
4. Advising students
5. Coordinating spiritual formation that includes Chapel services 
6. Editing and publishing the yearly student handbook
7. Being the fi rst point of campus/student discipline 
8. Working with leaders of student organizations 
9. Approving/disapproving all student activities 
10. Supervising the Student Government Association 
11. Working with students in planning and promoting the Spring 

Banquet and Homecoming 
12. Producing the annual yearbook, “Guiding Light”
13. Serving on the Administrative Team and Executive Team, and 

chairing the Chapel Committee 
The Jacksonville College Dean 

of Students is Kaley Dean. Kaley 
was born in Dallas to Phillip and 
Jan Lybrand. Phillip is a Deacon at 
First Baptist Church in Jacksonville, 
and Jan serves as the church offi ce 
manager and pianist .  Kaley’s 
grandfather,  Buddy Aultman, 
directs outreach and education at 
First Baptist and serves as Director 
of  Development  and Alumni 
at Jacksonville College. Kaley is 
married to Matthew Dean, and they 
are members at Mixon Missionary 
Baptist Church where Matthew 
serves as pastor. Matthew is currently 
pursuing his Master of Divinity degree at the BMA Theological 
Seminary.  Kaley is a graduate of Jacksonville College and has a 
Master’s Degree in Communication from Dallas Baptist University. 
She comes from a long line of family members (15) who have 
attended Jacksonville College. 

Kaley shares that the reason she serves at Jacksonville College 
is “because God called me to the place where He wanted me.”  She 
feels that her job is “to offer opportunities for students to serve as 
leaders and Christ followers on and off campus.” Kaley is a real 
asset to the Jacksonville College family.

Dean of students

▲Jacksonville College Dean 
of Students Kaley Dean

Winter Term Enrollment
October 1 through December 15

Winter Term Session I
December 15, 2014 - January 9, 2015

(online and traditional courses)

Winter Term Session II
January 2- 12, 2015 (traditional classroom courses)

Spring Term Enrollment
Begins November 1

Fall Concert Featuring the JC Choir and Band
November 10 at 7:00 p.m. in Buckner Chapel

Fall Show: I Hate Hamlet
November 13-15 at 7:30 p.m. in the new theater on the Joe Wright campus

Christmas Show: Christmas Cards
December 4 at 8:00 p.m. in Buckner Chapel

▲  M at t h ew  D e a n ,  p a s to r  o f  M i xo n 
Missionary Baptist Church, speaks in Chapel.

In Chapel on October 22, Donny Parrish, 
chief  creative officer of  the BMAA, 
encouraged students to share Jesus with 
everyone, regardless of their background.▼
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An expression of everlasting love
Many of our friends choose to honor or remember a family member, a friend or an 
associate with a gift for the children of the Baptist Home. Texas Baptist Home, in 
turn, notifies the appropriate person. Listed in capital letters are those honored or 
remembered from September 1, 2014 – September 30, 2014.

ENDOWMENTS
E. ANN PACE: Mr. & Mrs. Karl Pace, R. T. Willis-Attorney at Law, P. C.
MYRA STOKES: Mr. Bill Stokes

HONORARIUMS
BRADY GREEN: Danny & Rebecca Green
PATSY WEBB’S BIRTHDAY: J. T. Long

MEMORIALS
WALTER BECKER: Dennis & Ilona Myrice
CHARLES BINGHAM: Jed & Glenice Whitaker, Bro. & Mrs. Charles M. Johnson
JAMES CARDER: Larry Solley
LOU BETH CHANDLER: Bro. & Mrs. Charles M. Johnson
BARBARA CLINE: W. D. Price
MARGARET & ROBERT COCKERELL: Danny R. Cockerell
CARROLL COE: Bro. & Mrs. Charles M. Johnson
MAX DACUS: Jed & Glenice Whitaker, Antioch Baptist Church
KATY DAVIDSON: Donna Dugger
PATRICIA JANE DENDLER: Jed & Nona Dockery
JANIE DUNAVANT: Wayne & Linda Beason, Barbara Hendrix
ARTHUR DUNN: Billy & Betty Gunnels
ROLAND ELMS: Jed & Glenice Whitaker
MARY SUE ENGLAND: Brent & Tammy Swanner, Bro. & Mrs. Charles M. Johnson, 
Leora Johnson, Harry Smith, Terry Barnhill, Travis & Audrey Shipp, Jed & Glenice 
Whitaker
TED GIPSON: Jed & Glenice Whitaker
SUE GRAFTON: Cecil & Jackie Blair, Jerry & Terri Hudson
ROY LEE HANKS: Mary Sprunk
JIM HARDEN: Dicky & Bobbie Mauk
HEATH: Jimmy & Cynthia Green
BILLY HOLOCOMB: James C. & Pam Moore
WAYNE JAMES:  Jed & Glenice Whitaker, Bro. & Mrs. Charles M. Johnson
JIMMY DEE LITTLE:  Mr. & Mrs. Earl Middleton
MELISSA ANN MILLER: Harold & Jean Jacobs, Daniel & Gina Wilson
GRACIE NELL MINTER: Mrs. Myrtie Langford, Bro. & Mrs. Charles M. Johnson
DOT MONTGOMERY: Jed & Glenice Whitaker
PEGGY SUE MURRAY: Harold & Jean Jacobs
PETE ANN NORRELL: Mrs. Margie Beets
MARY PARKER: Mary Gilbert Hunt
BILLIE SCHAFER: Gene Moulden, Judy/Ed Sanders, Eddie Maulden, Billy Maulden, 
Lee Jones
DOROTHY SIMPSON: Nila Nelson
TOMMY SIMPSON: Mrs. Marilyn J. Simpson
GLEN STOVALL JR.: Don & Mary Ann Vaughn
WANDA HICKINGBOTHAM: Kenneth & Tina McKnight
JAMES “JAMIE” WILLIAMS: Harmony Missonary Baptist Church
NOAMI WILLIAMS: Mr. Noble Midkiff, Mr & Mrs W J Caudle

The Holy Spirit’s ministry to believers and to the church is often overlooked. What a 
tragedy!

The Holy Spirit is the third person of the Trinity. He is God and, therefore, we must desire 
to know more about His work in the life of believers and the church.

This Winter, SOAR:lit will focus on the ministry of the Holy Spirit with a special emphasis 
on His work in the church. Each lesson will uncover timeless truths from Scripture.

Tracy McMillan, Student Pastor at Bethel Baptist Church in Fulton, Mississippi, authored 
these lessons with a passion for helping students draw closer to God through the ministry of 
the Holy Spirit.

SOAR:lit is DiscipleGuide’s downloadable literature for students in the 7th-12th grades. 
For more information, or to order SOAR:lit, go to discipleguide.org.

SOAR:lit to Focus on 
the Holy Spirit this Winter

CONWAY, Arkansas—Beginning in fall 2015, Central Baptist College will provide the 
Mustang Advantage, a loan repayment assistance program, to all new traditional students, 
which includes incoming freshmen and transfer students. CBC became the first institution in 
the state to offer this type of program when it piloted the program with a small group of new 
students who enrolled for the fall 2014 semester.

The Mustang Advantage program provides substantial assistance to students and parents, 
helping with up to 100 percent of student and Parent PLUS loans. Offered through a 
partnership with the LRAP Association, the Mustang Advantage program will be provided at 
no cost to students or families and provides financial assistance to graduates who fall below 
certain income thresholds. The assistance will continue until the graduate’s income rises to a 
level of financial sufficiency, or until the loans are completely paid off.

Upon enrollment, CBC students will be entered into the Mustang Advantage program, and 
will receive specifics on the lower and upper income thresholds that determine how much 
assistance they will receive after graduation. 

President Terry Kimbrow states, “For two years Central Baptist College employees have 
been implementing a program called CBC C.A.R.E.’s: Create A Rare Experience. CBC 
strives, in all we do, to create a rare experience for prospective and current students and their 
families. This new Mustang Advantage program is yet another way that students can see that 
Central Baptist College cares for them before, during, and after their time as a student in the 
classroom. CBC cares for its Mustangs for Life!”

For more information about CBC, and to see terms and conditions for the Mustang 
Advantage program, please visit cbc.edu/mustangadvantage.

Mustang Advantage will assist students with loan repayment
By DEANNA OTT
Central Baptist College 
Director of Public Relations

Central Baptist College 
launches innovative program
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The steps of a good man

Paul Gauntt is the former BMA of Texas 
Department of Church Ministries director. 
He has served several churches as pastor, 
and is a correspondent and featured article 
writer for Baptist Progress. Contact him at 
paul.gauntt@att.net.

One of the greatest infl uences in my ministry was the privilege 
of observing the life of Bro. Claude Riley Meadows, long-time 
pastor and denominational leader for the Baptist Missionary 
Association of Texas. 

I was only six years old when we moved to Jacksonville in 
order for my dad to enroll in Jacksonville College -- but I was still 
taken by the jovial, larger-than-life presence of Bro. Meadows 
when we’d see him in Sadlers Restaurant or when we attended a 
function at First Baptist Church.

His greatest infl uence upon me was through the biography, The 
Steps of a Good Man,  written by his daughter, Mary Meadows 
Utt, soon after the Lord called him home in November, 1964.  
Among many other attributes,  the book is an excellent source of 
instruction for the pastor, and also contains much early history of 
the associated work.  It contains highlights of his diary, which he 
faithfully kept until his fi nal days. 

Bro. Meadows (1891-1964) did everything, and served 
everywhere, as was highlighted in a Baptist Progress article soon 
after he passed away.  Bro. Meadows became corresponding 
secretary for the BMA of Texas in 1923; accepted the position as 
editor of the Baptist Progress in 1926, and a brief term as secretary/
treasurer for the American Baptist Association in Texarkana, prior 
to accepting the call to Jacksonville in 1936, where he would 
serve as pastor for two decades.  He also served as manager of 
the Baptist Book Center, and in 1941, fi ve years after he went to 
Jacksonville, he served as president of Jacksonville College for 
four years -- without pay.  

According to the biography, Bro. Meadows, during his 54 
years of ministry, baptized 2410 people, married 1600 couples, 
held 2400 funerals, and helped ordain 46 men to the ministry.

He preached his fi rst message in 1910 at his home church, 
New Harmony, Tyler. He had great diffi culty delivering that fi rst 
sermon, and in fact, was so shaken, the quick thinking pastor had 
the congregation to sing “Rock of Ages,” and as the congregation 
sang, his courage returned and he was able to continue with the 
message. 

He graduated from Jacksonville with a Bachelors in Bible, and 
told of how his schooling was fi nanced.” 

“It is far more expensive to get an education today than it was 
when I enrolled in Jacksonville College in 1910,” he said. “My 
good Father gave me a horse and saddle, a cow and a calf and that 
is all the help I had. I literally went through college on a horse, 
saddle, cow and a calf.” (excerpt from Steps of a Good Man)

Bro. Meadows was probably best known for his infectious, 
self-deprecating humor. Although he was only five-feet, two 
inches tall, he always made the best of it. When preaching a 
message on Zacchaeus once, he stated, “Zacchaeus and I have a 
lot in common -- he was short, and so am I; he searched for Jesus, 
and so did I; he was up a tree, and so am I.” 

His humor was never mis-spent, but was always for a good and 
positive purpose. Once, during his sunset years, when he had been 
named pastor emeritus of First Baptist Church, he traveled with 
several people to the national association in Gatlinburg, Tennessee 

in 1961.  He had been chosen to introduce the annual sermon 
speaker, Bro. W. J. Burgess, long-time director of interstate and 
foreign missions. The meeting had been earmarked with some 
contention, but when Bro. Meadows stood up to introduce 
Burgess, he had to peer around the massive podium, and with a 
grin exclaimed, “They really grow them big in Texas, don’t they?”  
The crowd roared with laughter, and Bro. Meadows had created a 
more friendly environment in the association.  

Bro. Meadows practiced his own preaching, especially one 
that he delivered at the 62nd annual Cherokee Association, held 
in Salem Baptist Church of Bullard in 1913.  His message was 
titled “The Preacher and Pastoring” taken from Acts 6:4 and II 
Corinthians 6:3-7.  In the message, he said the sermon should be 
short, clear, effective and must always be preached to the needs of 
the people, 

Wherever he was pastor, he soon became a familiar fi gure in 
the community and frequented the coffee shops and always had 
a word to share with people he met on the streets.  Everyone in 
Jacksonville knew Bro. Meadows and his family. During Easter 
Sunday night in 1937, all the family went to church, dressed in light 
Easter clothing. While they 
were gone, someone broke into 
the parsonage, and stole most 
of Bro. Meadow’s clothing and 
the clothes of his son, Claude 
Jr.  To make matters worse, 
it snowed that night.  Mary 
Meadows Utt noted that, “The 
newspaper report called for the 
citizens to be on the lookout 
for somebody with pants up 
to their knees since it would 
likely be the thief who stole 
‘Shorty’  Meadows britches.”

A l o n g  w i t h  h i s 
denominational work, Bro. 
Meadows was pastor of Little 
Flock, Longview, First, Italy, 
Pleasant View, Dallas, and 
Farley Street, Waxahachie  
prior to his longest pastorate 
at First, Jacksonville.  He was 
also a regular contributor to the 
Baptist Progress, and wrote a 
column for many years entitled 
Thoughts Along the Way. 

Bro. Curtis Meadows 
Carroll, who was president of 
Jacksonville College (1961-
1986) once stated that his 
parents had such admiration 
for him, they decided to name 
him after Bro. Meadows.  

Bro. Meadows made the trip to the west Texas hamlet of Talpa 
to preach Bro. Curtis Carroll’s ordination service.

During his fi rst pastorate at Little Flock, the church built a 
“little” pulpit, suitable for Bro. Meadows. The Little Pulpit is 
located in the Meadows Room of the Gerald Keller Library at 
the BMA Theological Seminary.  The administration building at 
Jacksonville College, built in 1961, is also named in honor of Bro. 
Meadows.

I want to encourage young preachers in our seminary and 
Jacksonville College to make The Steps of a Good Man a priority 
in your reading.  

By PAUL GAUNTT



November 5, 2014 | 9

By JERRY BURNAMAN

Jerry Burnaman is the executive director 
of State Missions and the Baptist 
Missionary Loan Association. Contact 
him at jerryburnaman@yahoo.com or 
972-923-0757.

It is time to seek the Lord for Revival
It is said the Revival that occurred in the middle of the 

19th century is a key element for helping our nation endure 
the ravages of the Civil War.  Here is one example:

In 1858 in great cities and small towns all over America, 
people were assembling every night for prayer.  In fact, you 
could travel by horse and buggy from Omaha, Nebraska to 
Washington, D.C. and expect to fi nd churches packed for 
prayer wherever you might stop for the night.  This prayer 
movement began in the fall of 1857 and was known as the 
Layman’s Prayer Revival because there were businessmen 
leading instead of ministers.

It is my desire for a prayer movement to begin among 
the BMA Churches of Texas resulting in personal revival 
and church revival that would impact communities with 
the gospel.  The need is great, the hour is short and God’s 
provisions are available for the asking. 

Here is a great prayer promise: “And it shall come to pass, 
that before they call, I will answer; and while they are yet 
speaking, I will hear” (Isaiah 65:24). 

God Listens to the Broken Heart
We moan because of sin that is in the world: denying God, 

alternate lifestyles, drugs, alcohol, human traffi cking, crime 
and a thousand other things.  But what about our individual 
sins of lethargy, lack of passion for God’s Word and passion 
for lost souls? 

Perhaps God is saying to His people: “When your heart is 

broken, then I will listen.”  Here is His promise: “The Lord is 
near to those who have a broken heart, and save such as have 
a contrite spirit” (Psalm 34:18).  Revival begins with the 
individual fi rst, and then branches out to others in the church, 
then the community.  Remember 2 Chronicles 7:14: “If my 
people…” thus Revival must begin with me.

A Longing for God’s Touch
A longing for Revival means we want a touch from God.  

“But now, O Lord, You are our Father, we are the clay, and 
You our potter; and all we are the work of Your hand” (Isaiah 
64:8).  If God is sovereign over us, why pray?  Because we 
are the clay and He is the potter and He wants to mold us 
into useful vessels to work in His kingdom.  He can touch 
us again and reshape us in new ways.  There is no limit what 
God can do through us when we confess our sin and obey His 
word.

Yield to the Holy Spirit
1. He guides into all truth (John 16:13).
2. He controls the movements of believers (Acts 10:19-
20).
3. He chooses the fi elds of operation (Acts 16:6).
4. He will teach us what to say in all circumstances (Luke 
12:12; 1 Cor. 2:13). 
These are just a few ideas about Revival and I’m sure 

there are many more you can think of and discover in your 
Bible study time.  The burden on many hearts is for the BMA 

churches of Texas to experience Revival and impact Texas 
with the Gospel.

What will Revival Do?
1. Raise awareness of the Great Commission (Matthew 
28:18-20; Acts 1:8).
2. Open avenues of unlimited potential for effective 
ministries in the local church.
3. Inspire a united effort among our churches to reach 
Texas with the Gospel.
4. A source of bonding for our churches leading to a 
greater desire to work together as a team.
5. An avenue for discovering new resources for more 
effective ministries.
By now you should know that at the BMA of Texas in 

Lufkin, Wednesday morning is designated as a time for 
“Revival Initiative” in Texas.  I pray that by hearing a biblical 
mandate for Revival and hearing some testimonies, and 
having a time of prayer, will inspire us to seek the Lord for 
Revival.
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By JACKIE RICKS
National WMA Editor

By SHARON COLE

What is your district and church doing?

Sharon Cole is the editor for the Texas 

WMA. Contact her at S9Co@aol.com. 

For more information on the Texas 

WMA, visit www.texaswma.com.

By SHERRY LAMINACK
National Sunbeam Promoter

Van Zandt District WMA met Oct. 9, 2014 with Lighthouse 
Baptist Church. President Lola House presided over the meeting 
and Bro. Jack Bragg brought the pastor’s devotional from Matthew 
24:2-8. He encouraged us to make a difference in this world. This 
past quarter, we raised $1,000 for the project, “Women’s Ministry in 
Ghana.” China Grove, Eustace received the attendance banner. The 
following offi cers were elected: President-Kristi Key; 1st Vice-Lola 
House; 2nd Vice-Paula Dosser; 3rd Vice/GMA Promoter-Cheryl 
Hughes; Asst. GMA Promoter-Amanda Burch; Historian-Donna 
Harden; Secretary-Beverly Pendergrass, Asst. Sec/Reporter-Stephanie 
Gurley; Treasurer-Joan Decker; Asst. Treasurer-Sherry Decker; 
Project Promoter-Lynda Hill; Asst. Project Promoter-Judy Adair; Song 
Leader-Kristi Bragg; Pianist-Ann Lowe. The project for the next two 
quarters will be to help Patricia Hernandez fund her VSM (Volunteer 
Summer Missionary) trip to Peru. “Lucy and Ethel” showed up at 
the end of the business meeting in a “Chocolate Factory” skit. Paula 
Dosser conducted our installation of offi cers, charge and introduction 
of next year’s theme: “Brave the Race,” Hebrews 12:1, 2. She 
challenged us to take a deep breath and slow down. Don’t live life like 
chocolate on a conveyor belt of the chocolate factory. It was a good 
meeting and the host church blessed us with hospitality, good food 
and fun door prizes.

Liberty District WMA met Oct. 11, 2014. The meeting was 
called to order by President Glenda Chamberlain. Jessica Hoffpauir 
spoke about plans for the coming year with the new theme: “Let’s 
Do Something.” She then sang a beautiful acappella spiritual during 
the collection of the project offering. The new project for the year 
will be Bro. Jason Walters’ New Mexico Camp Ministry with a goal 
of $1,750. Bro. Jason has been working with the Ute Indians for 20 
years. Guest speaker was Mr. Riley Pate of Rosewood, Gilmer. He 
spoke on making use of our talents with reference to Matt.25:14 in 
keeping with our theme. Maeva Thompson offered testimony about 

Tami Gaitan’s presentation at the Ladies Retreat and how it affected 
her personally. The next meeting will be at Fellowship, Pittsburg 
combined with the Missions Retreat on Jan. 10, 2015. 

Cherokee District WMA met Oct. 14, 2014 at First, New 
Summerfi eld. A delicious meal of sandwiches, salads and desserts 
was served during our fellowship time. The theme for the year is 
“Majesty,” and the theme song is “Worship His Majesty.” Glenda 
Haynes led the group in pastor appreciation and recognition. One 
member of each church told all about their respective pastors and 
just how much they were proud to have him as their pastor. Last year 
our fund-raising project was the “Johnnie Project,” where Johnnie 
Ross challenged each WMA to take a $5 bill that they were given 
and see how much we could increase its value. The same project 
was selected for the coming year. Special music, “Set My Soul on 
Fire,” was presented by Joy Bird and Debra Cline of First, New 
Summerfi eld. Special speaker was Bro. Larry Barker. His message 
was to “Transform to Jesus’ Image. A total of 51 people were present. 
The next meeting will be Jan. 13, 2015 at Cornerstone, Jacksonville.

Wood County District WMA met Oct. 11, 2014 with Pilgrim 
Rest Baptist Church #2. The host church was decorated in fall colors 
and served a lunch of Mexican food. President Jackie Ricks called 
the meeting to order stressing the theme, “Let Your Light Shine,” 
using Isaiah 60:1. Central Baptist Church received the attendance 
banner. Sue Reed gave “Our Moment,” which was Oct. 11, 1968 at 
Central Baptist Church. The offi ce of Wood County District youth 
promoter was created. The special speaker was Amy Prather. Amy 
and her husband, Matthew, are missionaries in Celina, Texas. They are 
meeting in a local school with an average attendance of 60. They use a 
portable cattle trough for their baptistry. Her talk was very interesting. 
The Wood County WMA Pastor/Deacon Appreciation Banquet was 
held Oct. 25 at New Hope Baptist Church. Our next meeting will 
be Jan. 11, 2015 at Mt. Pisgah Baptist Church. The program will be 

presented by the Wood County District GMA and Sunbeams. 

Texas GMA project 2014-2015
The Bridge is the ministry of church planters Matthew and 

Amy Prather in Celina. Check them out on Facebook or at www.
discoverthebridge.com All GMAs and anyone interested in seeing 
souls saved and lives changed are encouraged to support this ministry 
by sending offerings to the Texas GMA Treasurer: Jeanie Walker, 13 
Timber Creek Dr. Conroe, Texas 77301.

Looking for a Bible study book for the New Year?
Profi les of Virtue by Jackie Ricks is a study of the virtuous woman 

passage from Proverbs 31:10-31. The author divides the passage up 
into the various qualities and then identifi es a different Bible woman 
who exemplifi ed each of those. Along with examining the woman’s 
life in depth from the scriptures, Jackie also discusses a woman whom 
she has known in her own lifetime who displayed the same quality 
in modern times. This book would make an excellent Bible study for 
women’s or a girl’s class and makes suggestions about improving 
Christian living. The book may be ordered by calling or texting Jackie 
at 903-245-5715 or 903-569-5548 or email: jdbricks@att.net. Cost is 
1-5 copies, $9.99; 6 or more, $9; Reproducible worksheets, $5. 

In 1995, I sat in a writers’ conference and heard Bro. Larry Silvey tell 
about his trip to Ghana and their use of our past quarterlies of English 
Sunday school literature as well as their organization into the BMA of Africa. 
Their zeal inspired me. Ray Loven was the fi rst BMA missionary on the 
fi eld, before he had to leave for health reasons. The Paul Heuermann family 
also served for a few years before returning to the states in 2010. 

John and Margaret Lindsey arrived in September of 1997 and are still 
serving part-time today. Margaret and John are currently in the states to care 
for her 97-year-old mother. Bro. John goes over to Africa several times a year 
to check on things. He does some training while there. In this manner, the 
African leaders are becoming more responsible for their work, just as in other 
countries where American missionaries have returned to the states.

The English literature was one of the foundational tools for spreading 
and teaching the truth of God’s Word. Every one of the BMA churches there 
receive the literature at no charge. It helps tremendously with the spiritual 
growth of their members. Many Africans—even those not involved with the 
BMA of Africa—stand in line for hours to receive one of the books when a 
shipment arrives. The chance to get to understand the Word of God better 
is a precious commodity to them. As a former writer for Baptist Publishing 
House (DiscipleGuide), I have received many letters and e-mails from all 
over Africa thanking me for the literature. Many other writers have as well.

The BMA of Africa has about 170 churches and missions in Ghana, with 
an additional 70 or so in other African nations. The fi eld is dynamic and 
constantly changing. However, it is a strong work and growing larger. In fact, 
the nation of Burkina Faso sent African missionaries to both the Republic 

of Congo and to Niger recently. Thousands of souls come to know the Lord 
each year on the continent of Africa through the efforts of our BMA workers 
allowing God to lead them. 

In Ghana, new missionaries and church workers are trained in the 
Bible Institute. Dale and Celia Broom operate the Institute as well as help 
with the “Water for Christ” ministry.  This ministry is led by Tim Tyler in 
Conway, Arkansas. Contributions from BMA churches fund the ministry. 
This ministry works with the leaders of the BMA of Africa to bring souls 
to Christ and into the BMA churches in Ghana. They drill fresh water wells 
in villages. Through that simple act, not only do the people have better, 
healthier lives, they also feel the love of Christ shared with them from perfect 
strangers.

Our missionaries are trained to use Chronological Bible Stories to help 
the Africans who cannot or will not read. The missionary tells and teaches the 
stories to the Christians there. Then they in turn learn it well enough to share 
it with someone else. And the cycle continues. Sometimes they even make 
up songs using the story so that they may sing as they work and remember 
the story better. In this way, they have a “Bible” built into their memories.

Please pray for our work in all of Africa. Besides our American 
missionaries, there are many national missionaries who carry on God’s work. 
Not only do they need our prayers for spiritual guidance, they also need 
prayers for physical and health reasons. We do have churches in Liberia, 
Sierra Leone and Guinea, where the Ebola outbreak is the strongest. BMA 
of America has sent “relief funds” to help them out. Thank you for your 
prayers.

What God can do in less than 20 years
The Sunbeams of the BMA of 

America collected $2,904.05 for 
the 2013-2014 National Sunbeam 
Project. Our project was Shepherd 
Bags. Trophies were given to 
the top three contributors at the 
National GMA Camp in Gary, 
Texas in June.

We feel  this  is  a  very 
worthwhile project. EIM reports 
that one in three bags results in the 
salvation of a soul. We are excited 
to be involved in such a ministry. 
Our project for the year 2014-2015 
continues to be Shepherd Bags. 

If your group of Sunbeams 
would like to get involved, please 
start collecting for this goal. Your 
offerings need to be received by 
May 31, 2015. Trophies are given 
to groups raising $500.00 or more 
and certifi cates are given to groups 
raising $100 or more. Please make 
your checks payable to the National 
WMA and designate National 

Sunbeam Project in the memo of 
your check.  Send your money to:

Mrs. Pat Duncan
P. O. Box 30

Hardy, AR   72542

I am challenging 50 Sunbeam 
groups to raise $200. Our goal 
is $10,000. Please accept the 
challenge and help us meet this 
goal.

If you do not have Sunbeams 
and would like information about 
the material, please contact me 
at jaslaminack@cox.net.  I would 
be happy to share this information 
with you.

Sunbeam project 2013-2014
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By GARY HOUSE

Civil Governments

The Second Coming of Christ
By GARY HOUSE

Gary House is the writer of the Sunday school 
lessons for Baptist Progress. Most recently, 
Bro. House served as pastor of Tundra Baptist 
Church in Canton for 13 years. Contact him 
at Tundraparson@aol.com.

DATE: November 9, 2014
TEXT: Matthew 22: 17-21; Romans 13:1-5.
LESSON IN BRIEF: The government is not to interfere 
with the practice of religion, and the church is to 
obey and support the government.

In Romans 13 we see that civil government is 
ordained by God to punish evil, and preserve the 
peace in a society. It even goes as far as to call 
government servants ministers of God! (Obviously, 
they don’t always live up to it, but that is God’s 
ideal nonetheless.) In light of this, the Bible calls us 
to obey all civil laws, unless these laws are in direct 
violation to the laws and commandments of God 
(see Acts 4:19).

THE RULE (Romans 13:1): Government 
authorities that exist have been appointed by God. 
God has ordained the system of civil government to 
protect the innocent, and to maintain proper order. 
“Submit” means “to be subject to.” To submit to 
government is to submit to God.  

 “To every ordinance of man.”  This does not 
refer to particular laws passed by government, but 

to the institution itself. We are to respect authority. 
We are to put ourselves under the authority God has 
designed to be society's protectors and the enforcers 
of civil order and law. Innocent people need not fear 
the law.  

THE EXCEPTION TO THE RULE. There 
are only two exceptions to the universality of the 
command to submit. One is when government 
commands us to do what God forbids. Conversely, 
we must do what God commands, even if the 
government forbids it. When government seeks to 
stifl e our service to God, we must obey God rather 
than man. If we are to be persecuted, it should be 
for obeying God, and not for breaking moral or civil 
laws.  

There are some biblical principles that God 
requires us all to follow when it comes to the stands 
we take. These include:

• Speaking out for innocent life, including 
unborn children (Proverbs 31:8; Psalm 139:13-
16; Isaiah 44:2, 24; 49:1-5; Jeremiah 1:5).

• Confronting sin and moral decay (Proverbs 

14:34; Isaiah 5:20; Jonah 1:2)
• Defending the poor and oppressed (Psalm 

10:2; Isaiah 10:1-2; Amos 2:6-7)
• Working toward the peace and blessing of 

Israel (Genesis 12:3; 27:29; Psalm 122:6)
OUR DUTY TO GOVERNMENT: PAY WHAT 

IS DUE
We are to pay taxes (Matthew 22:17-21). 

As an act of submission we should pay our taxes 
(Romans 13:6), as well as other fees that are due, 
such as customs (Romans 13:7). We may not 
approve of how the taxes are spent, but I doubt the 
early Christians approved of how Nero spent the 
government's money either.

WE ARE TO PAY RESPECT (Romans 13:7). 
Fear to whom fear is due such as police 

offi cers and judges. And if you do evil, be afraid! 
(Romans 13:4).

Honor to whom honor is due (1 Peter 2:17) 
such as presidents, kings, governors and local 
leaders. Out of respect for the offi ce, if not for the 
man or woman. Our duty is not limited to those 

whose political or personal behavior we approve. 
If we support politicians who support ungodly 
causes or promote immoral behavior, God holds us 
responsible.

How do we change this kind of offi cial?  We 
pray for them (1Timothy 2:1-2), vote  against them, 
and support godly men and women who seek to 
replace them.   

Take time to thank God for those who rule 
well, thanking God for when we live in peace and 
prosperity, and for protecting us when we do not. 
An invaluable contribution Christians can give their 
country are their prayers. As God works through the 
governments of men to bestow peace, prayer should 
be a priority for those who wish to live in peace.

The duties placed on Christians toward their 
earthly governments are clear and  simple:

1. Be subject to governing authorities.
2. Pay what is due in taxes and respect. 
3. Pray for all those in positions of authority.
As a Christian, are you faithfully fulfi lling your 

duty to earthly government?

DATE: November 16, 2014
TEXT: 1 THESSALONIANS 4:13-5:9 
LESSON IN BRIEF: Jesus Christ is coming to earth again. 

That blessed truth serves  to bring consolation, 
comfort and encouragement to the followers of Christ. 
At the same time, it produces fear and dread to those 
who are unprepared. Our Lord's return is the only 
hope for mankind. Yet, many minimize this doctrine, 
saying that it is  unimportant and non-essential. But 
consider: 

For each mention of the First Coming of Christ 
in the New Testament, The Second Coming is 
mentioned eight times. 

In the 216 chapters of the New Testament, the 
new birth is mentioned nine times, baptism 20 times 
and repentance 70 times, while the Second Coming 
is referred to 318 times. Certainly, these are not 
unimportant or non-essential teachings. By what 
stretch of the imagination can anyone say that the 
blessed hope of the Christian should be relegated to 
the non-essential category?   

The Doctrine of the Second Coming of Christ is 
not an isolated or unrelated doctrine. It is an integral 
part of at least nine other fundamental, scriptural 
doctrines. 

1. The doctrine of regular, public worship (Hebrews 
10:25) 

2. The doctrine of the Lord's Supper (1 Corinthians 
11: 26)     

3. The doctrine of Christian love (1 Thess. 3:12-
13)     

4. The doctrine of patience (James 5:7-8)
5. The doctrine of holy living (1 John 2:28; 1 John 

3:3)     
6. The doctrine of Christians sitting in judgment 

upon one another  (1 Corinthians 4:4-5)
7. The doctrine concerning the faithful preaching of 

the Word  (2 Timothy 4:1-2)
8. The doctrine of comfort concerning the dead in 

Christ (1 Thessalonians 4:13-18) 
9. The doctrine of personal soul-winning (I 

Thessalonians 2:19-20) 
The Return of our Lord will be a day of glorious 

consummation for those who know Him. Let us 

Review the Basic Truths regarding it. 
T H E  FA C T O F H I S  C O M I N G  ( 1 

Thessalonians 4:13-15). The apostle Paul was given 
a special revelation concerning the return of Christ 
and the resurrection of the dead (see 1 Corinthians 
15). Of course, this agreed with what Jesus taught 
(John 5:24-29 and 11:21-27). It is based on the fact of 
Christ's resurrection. Paul did not want Thessalonian 
Christians (or any believer) to be fearful because of 
ignorance (v. 13), so he based his instruction on the 
Word from the Lord (v. 15). 

The Return of Christ will verify, or prove true, 
the Word of God. Were Christ not to return, the Bible 
would be invalidated, for its primary focus is that 
man's redemption is fi nally completed in connection 
with and as part of the Second Coming of Christ 
(Luke 21:25-28). “We need not wonder or worry 
about death or life after death, for we have a revelation 
from God in His Word. Why substitute human 
speculation for divine revelation?” (Warren Wiersbe). 

THE IMMINENCE OF HIS COMING (1 
Thessalonians 5:1-3). When will Jesus return? 
The word imminent means “it can happen at any 
moment.” Paul told his readers that the return of 
Christ was unknown, unannounced and unexpected. 
Nothing has to occur for Christ to return, except for 
the calling out of the last person who will be saved. 
As Christians, we do not seek signs, nor await any 
special event, as some would lead us to believe. 
Indeed, the Lord could return in the air as your read 
this commentary. 1 Corinthians 15:52 declares that 
these great events will take place, “in a moment, in 
the twinkling of an eye.” Since we do not know when 
the Lord will return for his own, we must live in a 
constant attitude of watching and waiting, (Matthew 
24:40) while we are busy working and witnessing. 

THE BLESSING OF HIS COMING (1 
Thessalonians 4:16-17).

RESURRECTION. “The dead in Christ shall 
rise first.” These words were a comfort to the 
Thessalonians who were concerned about their 
loved ones who had died. Three distinct sounds will 
announce this restoration: (1) The Lord's shout, (2) 
the sound of the trumpet and (3) the voice of the 

archangel. All of these bring assurance to the Christian 
that death is not the end. When the Lord returns, 
redeemed soul and glorifi ed body will be united to 
share the glory forever. 

REJUEVENATION (v. 17). At the Second 
Coming of Christ, there will be a transformation 
(change) of the bodies of the living Christians. This 
means they will be freed from all deformities, all pain 
and suffering; their bodies will be like the glorious 
body of the resurrected Christ (1 Corinthians 15:50-52 
and Philippians 3:20-21). 

RAPTURE (1 Thessalonians 5:9). All believers 
will be caught up with Christ. This is the rapture of 
the saints. Wiersbe states that this means, among 
other things, that the translated saint will be “rescued 
from danger,” or taken out of the world before the 
Tribulation that will come from God (1 Thessalonians 
5:9) affi rms this truth, 

REUNION (v. 18). This is the blessed hope of the 
saint. To be with the Lord forever, and to share that joy 
with all the redeemed of all the ages in a glorious age 
of rest. Our walk of faith on earth shall be ended when 
we See Him as He Is, and we   shall be like Him. 

The Tragedy of  Christ’s  Return  (1 
Thessalonians 5). Paul now relates the doctrine of 
the return of Christ to the unsaved. Those who have 
trusted Christ as Savior will be united, while the 
rejecters will be divided (Matthew 24:37-39.) He 
details these facts in a later epistle. For the unsaved, 
the Coming of Jesus Christ will mean the end of all 
hope. 

Doom for those who reject Christ (2 Thessalonians 
2:12) 

No second chance to repent (2 Thessalonians 2:11) 
Future judgment at the Great White Throne 

(Revelation 20:11-15) 
Conduct in View of His 

Return (1 Thessalonians 5). These 
words were intended to be more 
than information from Paul. They 
were to challenge Christians to live 
holy lives amidst their ungodly 
surroundings. We who know the 
truth, and who anticipate His return 

are to walk uprightly, or according to Ephesians 5:15-
16, “circumspectly, redeeming the time.” We are also 
to walk in the light, not as those in darkness, (5:4), 
which means to walk in the will of God.

Finally, we are to walk in wisdom. We must be 
awake, alert, sober and ready for the dawning of that 
wonderful new day. We must not wait in idleness, but 
in expectancy of that day. The purpose of His delay is 
for the spread of the Kingdom.

May we be sure that we are ready to meet Christ 
at His coming, because we have accepted Him 
as personal Lord and Savior. And, may we not be 
ashamed at His appearing (1 John 2:28-3:3), by 
keeping our lives pure. Even so, Lord Jesus, come 
quickly! 

Editor’s note: An addendum to the BMA of 
America Doctrinal Statement reads: 

The following statements are not to be binding 
upon the churches already affiliated with this 
association, or to require adoption by churches 
petitioning this body for privilege of cooperation, or to 
be a test of fellowship between brethren or churches. 
However, they do express the preponderance of 
opinion among the churches of the Baptist Missionary 
Association of America.

1. We believe in the premillennial return of Christ 
to earth, after which He shall reign in peace upon 
the earth for a thousand years (Rev. 20:4-6).

2. We believe the Scriptures to teach two 
resurrections: the fi rst of the righteous at Christ’s 
coming; the second of the wicked at the close of 
the thousand-year reign (1 Thess. 4:13-17; Rev. 
20:6; 12-15).
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The Winter focus of DiscipleKids children’s literature will be on two themes: Jesus Gives 
and Help Others. In Jesus Gives, kids will celebrate Jesus› birth, hear about God's plan 
through Jesus to save people from their sin, and learn about the encouragement, forgiveness, 
and protection that can only be found through Him. In Help Others, boys and girls will 
discover people in the Bible who served God and others. Kids will learn that God is with 
them. He helps them do what is right and show love to people in need.

DiscipleKids literature is geared toward children between two-years-old and sixth grade. 
Resources include a leader guide and kids pages download, visual packs, enhanced cd’s, and 
video dvd. For more information or to order DiscipleKids, go to discipleguide.org or call 800-
333-1442.

DiscipleKids focuses on Jesus 
and others this winter

This winter, your church’s adults will be blessed by the Compass literature from 
DiscipleGuide. This quarter’s study, “What we believe about God,” will focus on God’s 
attributes. Adults will be challenged and inspired by lessons on God’s Holiness, Justice, 
Sovereignty, and Power.

The Winter lessons are the second in the four-part, “What We Believe” series written by Dr. 
E. Harold Henderson. To order, or to learn more, call 800-333-1442, or go to discipleguide.
org.

Winter Compass Curriculum 
to Focus on Attributes of God

As of September 2014, I have completed training in 
Nouthetic (Biblical) Counseling. I completed over 300 hours 
of training at Keltys First, Lufkin with Pastor Jerry Browning. 
Because of this training, I have been able to counsel students in 
areas including pre-marital, marriage, pornography, depression, 
suicide and drunkenness. Many students are biblically illiterate 
and I spend a lot of time just teaching them fundamentals. Once 
they are trained and mature they begin training others.

God has changed many hearts in our 14 years here at SFA. 
Eighteen young men have surrendered to God’s call to ministry. 
Six of them have completed seminary. Many are currently in 
fulltime ministry and all of them know that even their secular vocation is their calling from the Lord.

In the last year, Malcolm Perrin married his sweetheart, Amerhyst. Malcolm accepted Christ three 
years ago and has been through the EV 2 training. They also spent time serving at a Christian camp 
with 6,000 inner city children in attendance in Houston this summer. 

Emily Griffin graduated this year and was a faithful leader for four years at the ABS@SFA. 
Congratulations to our newest ABS parents, Landon and Rachel Wesley, on the birth of their first 

child, Luke. They have moved to Happy, Texas where Landon is coaching three sports and teaching. 
He’s also very active in making disciples.

This fall we held our welcome back event where 1,200 hot dogs and snow cones were devoured. 
We also had an all-campus worship in October 2013 called AFTERDARK. Approximately 1,100 
SFA students attended and the gospel was presented. Seventy students professed Christ. Almost 700 
other students asked for prayers and help with their sin issues.

We also had another outreach movie night and watched Courageous. 
Our ABS group has been meeting at least three times each week. We have freshman care groups, 

attended by 10-15 freshman, at 4:30 p.m. each Monday. I am also meeting with seven young men for 
discipleship training. We are going through the book, Being a Dad Who Leads, by John MacArthur. 
Many of our young men were not trained at home and are unprepared for the biblical demands and 
responsibilities of manhood. 

I am always encouraged by the heart attitudes of our students. We are making disciples who are 
disciple makers. Please continue to pray for your ABS ministry. You are always invited to come 
worship and fellowship with us at the ABS House. I would also love to come to your church or group 
to promote the ABS@SFA.

Financially we have set a goal of $500 in additional monthly support. Please help us continue 
sharing the Gospel and remaining financially stable. We would also like to immediately establish a 
$2,500 emergency savings fund. Because our income fluctuates each month, this fund would be used 
only during months when our giving is below budget.

Offerings may be mailed to: 
Association of Baptist Students

119 E. College Street
Nacogdoches, Texas 75965

We may also be contacted at absministry@yahoo.com or 936-569-6264.

By JOHN SCHACKELFORD
ABS Director

Association of Baptist Students update 
from Stephen F. Austin State University

The 135th annual session of Liberty Baptist Association met Oct. 13 and 14 at Little 
Mound, Big Sandy. The Liberty Association is composed of 28 BMA churches in Camp, 
Gregg, Harrison and Upshur Counties.

The annual sermon was given by Riley Pate, a 15-year old young minister in the 
association. He spoke on the subject “Keys to Success in a Hard Time to Preach” from 2 
Timothy 3:1-6 and 4:1-2. David Whitfield, pastor of Fellowship, White Oak, brought the 
Tuesday evening message. He preached on the subject, The Resurrection Matters, from 1 
Corinthians 15.

Officers elected for 2014-15 are as follows: Greg Miller, moderator; Leon Ross, vice-
moderator; Larry Lansdale, treasurer; Joe Caudle, assistant treasurer; Charlotte Johnson, 
clerk; and Jeanette McKay, assistant clerk.

The following missions projects were adopted for the coming year: $500 monthly 
donations each to Baptist Medical Missions International, Missions Literature Ministry’s 
Spanish publications, and Jacksonville College scholarship fund. An additional $400 will be 
added to the churches’ offerings at each department rally.

Also, the association provides monthly supplemental income to six elderly widows of 
former association pastors through an aged ministers’ fund.

The following rallies have been scheduled by the association: BMAT Seminary rally, Dec. 
18 at Camille Acres, Longview; State Missions rally, Jan. 15, at Cherokee, Gilmer; Texas 
Baptist Home rally, March 12 at Coffeeville, Ore City; Baptist Medical Missions International 
rally, May 14, at Concord, Gilmer; and Lifeword Media Ministries rally, Aug. 13, at Cross 
Roads, Pittsburg.

The 2015 annual session will be held at First, Judson Sunday afternoon, Oct. 11, beginning 
at 3:00 p.m. Charles Johnson, pastor of Rosewood, Gilmer, was elected to bring the 2015 
annual sermon. Randy Stracener, pastor of Macedonia, Pittsburg, was elected the alternate 
speaker.

By CHARLES JOHNSON
Pastor of Rosewood, Gilmer

Liberty Association meets for 135th time


