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By JERRY FULTON
▲ Jerry Fulton

Ministry Connection Conference, Nov. 14
I hope you are planning to attend the first ever Ministry 

Connection Conference at Farley Street, Waxahachie Nov. 14. 
The conference is sponsored by Baptist Progress and the Ellis-
Hill Baptist Association and will be part of the 116th Annual 
Session of the Baptist Missionary Association of Texas. 

The meeting will begin at 1 p.m. with the first general 
session of the BMA of Texas. Bro. Jerry Jolly, pastor of 
Fairview, Jonesboro will preach at 2:15 p.m., followed by 
a performance by national recording artist  Brian Free & 
Assurance at 3 p.m.

Dr. John Bisagno, former pastor of First, Houston will 

preach at 3:15 p.m. Following the message by Dr. Bisagno, 
there will be a ministry question and answer session with 
our guest speakers at 4 p.m. A prepared list of questions 
concerning ministry will be asked of the guest speakers and 
ministers may ask their own questions from the floor. 

At 7 p.m., Brian Free and Assurance will present a full 
concert, followed at 8 p.m. by a message from Pastor Jonathan 
Falwell, son of the late Dr. Jerry Falwell and pastor of Thomas 
Road, Lynchburg, Virginia. 

Everyone is  welcome to  a t tend.  There  is  no cost  for 
attending the conference.

The following hotels have rooms blocked for the 116th Annual Session 
of the Baptist Missionary Association of Texas Nov. 14 and 15, and have 
guaranteed room rates as speci� ed below. However, it is the decision of 
the church as to which hotel in Waxahachie that you choose to use.

When making reservations, please specify that you are with the Baptist 
Missionary Association of Texas in order to receive the group rate. You must 
bring a copy of your Texas hotel tax exempt certi� cate with you. The hotels 
will not be able to provide one.

LaQuinta Inn & Suites ($69.00 per night)
311 Stadium Drive
Waxahachie, TX 75165
(972) 937-5525
Continental Breakfast Included

Comfort Suites ($86.99 per night)
131 RVC Plaza
Waxahachie, TX 75165
469-517-1600
Continental Breakfast Included

Holiday Inn Express & Suites (89.99 per night)
984 US Hwy 287 Bypass West
Waxahachie, TX 75165
(972) 938-3300
Continental Breakfast Included
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By LARRY BARKER

Larry Barker is the pastor of Cornerstone, 
Jacksonville. He also serves as the 
operations director for North American 
Missions. For more information or to 
contact him, visit www.bmamissions.org.

Three to thrive
Years ago a statement made by a very well known 

preacher.  He said, ”It takes three to thrive!”  He encouraged 
you to be faithful to Sunday morning, Sunday night, and 
Wednesday night.  There certainly is great wisdom and 
benefit to being faithful but church attendance does not 
guarantee spiritual maturity.  We should not forsake Christian 
fellowship and there is not a better place to grow then in the 
company of other believers.   

The three to thrive this article addresses are congregational 
worship, spiritual disciplines, and participating in a small 
group.  These three dynamics are very important for 
continued spiritual growth to occur.  Every church needs to 
think through the systems they have in place to encourage 
that these three are understood, available, and can be easily 
followed. When a follower of Christ is personally involved 
in all three of these it enables them to spiritually grow faster, 
stronger, and continuously.  

First, understand the importance of Sunday worship.  
Jesus encouraged those interested in following Him to 
“Come and See!”  The fi rst four months of His ministry were 
allowing them to watch and see if He was for real.  Sunday 
morning is one of our best opportunities to invite people to 
come and see that God is real.  What other time do you have 
where people will feel comfortable attending?  There are 
many entry points to introduce people to the church family 
but many are not comfortable connecting through a small 
group, Bible study, or a prayer meeting.

Do you gear the services more toward the churched or 
the unchurched?  Usually, the message is for the believers to 
strengthen them.  Unbelievers cannot truly worship but they 
can be invited to participate and it is a wonderful thing for 
them to watch believers worship.  It is a big step for someone 
who does not know if they believe or not to step into our 
world on Sunday mornings.  One pastor said, “Our theology 
is for the churched, termed for the unchurched.”  This time 
is also a great opportunity for a gospel appeal to be offered! 

Second, emphasize the necessity of daily spiritual 
disciplines.  Most believers know they should read their 
Bibles and grow but they have never been shown how to do 
that or what that looks like.  Has your church developed a 
plan that everyone can easily follow and participate in?  If 
a new disciple wants to go deeper in the word of God how 
do they do that at your church?  Is there someone who can 
show them how to study their Bible and grow spiritually?  
Corporate worship is important but without personal private 
worship the believer will not thrive!

Consider developing a plan where everyone in your 
church is reading the same daily scriptures and challenge 
them to journal.  This builds an environment where everyone 

is discussing the same truths and asking similar questions.  
Publish a scripture reading schedule so everyone knows 
what passage they are to focus on each day.  Teach them to 
approach the scriptures asking a couple of questions.  What 
is God saying here?  What does He want me to do about it? 

Third, participate in a small group.  These groups 
are an opportunity to share what you are studying and 
discuss it further.  This is where relationships are built and 
accountability can be developed.  When people are not 
connected to a small group they will not thrive spiritually and 
many times will eventually drift away from church.  This is 
where they can be cared for the best by other believers on a 
very personal level.  This is the place where they can love 
and be loved, serve and be served, know and be known, and 
celebrate and be celebrated (Bill Hybels).

Do you have a system in place to connect people to a small 
group?  It is not enough to just announce it from the platform.  
Consider ways to sign people up, recruit people to different 
groups, and give public testimonies of how these groups have 
helped someone to grow and develop spiritually.  People need 
to realize that the group quality is diminished when they are 
not faithful to their small groups.  In The Disciple Making 
Pastor Bill Hull says, “When people get to know each other, 
needs are identifi ed and met.  It is vital to good care of people 
that the church provides such a vehicle.”

What if all three were connected to one another?  Our 
church is having a six-week campaign on The Bible 
Questions by Hal Seed and it connects all three of these 
around the theme of “Shedding Light on the World’s Most 

Important Book.”  The elements of the campaign are this:
The sermon on Sunday.  The message is meant to 

hopefully make the Bible come alive and encourage people 
want to read it more.  The series enables the pastor to focus 
everyone on what they are to study and why.  The messages 
are designed to prepare them for what they are going to be 
reading daily and what they will be discussing in small group.

The daily reading.  The book The Bible Questions was 
made available to everyone so they could read daily about 
the word of God.  For four weeks they read a short chapter 
each day Monday through Friday.  There is then a passage of 
scripture to read and questions to answer.  This will take the 
average person 12-15 minutes to complete.

Small Groups.  Then the small groups come together to 
discuss what the pastor already preached and what they have 
read and studied during the week.  The leader of the group is 
prepared to answer questions and lead the group into some 
deeper discussions on the content already covered!

Healthy churches thrive because they have connected the 
dots of congregational worship, spiritual disciplines, and 
small groups!
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By CHARLES JOHNSON
Pastor, Rosewood Baptist Church of GilmerDo you teach a Sunday school class or lead 

a small group Bible study? If so, let me say 
thank you for investing in the lives of God’s 
people. You play a vital role in your church and 
in the kingdom.

DiscipleGuide is the BMA department 
focused on investing in local churches. 
Through consultation, camps, conferences, and 
curriculum, we aim to help every local church 
maximize its Great Commission potential.

Over the past two years, we have worked 
hard to update our Compass Adult Bible Study 
curriculum. We’ve listened to teachers and 
leaders throughout the BMA and implemented 
their suggestions. Now we are excited to 
release the improved Compass this December.

Recently, we have called churches to share 
the news. More often than not, pastors tell 
us that they let you, the teachers, choose the 
material you will teach from. So I decided to 
write a letter directly to you explaining why we 
believe you should consider using Compass. 
Here are three reasons:

1. Proceeds from Compass help BMA 
churches receive help. Our Activate 
church revitalization program is funded 
in part by curriculum sales. If you are 
going to spend money on curriculum 
anyway, why not help a BMA church 
while you are at it?

2. Compass trusts in the suffi ciency of 
Scripture. Compass is 
more than “self help” 
material with a few 
Bible verses sprinkled 
on top. We believe 
the “Word of God is 
quick and powerful” 

(Hebrews 4:12) and that it is “profi table 
for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, 
for instruction in righteousness” (2 
Tim. 3:16). Every Compass writer is 
committed to the inspiration, inerrancy, 
and infallibility of Scripture. Further, 
we partner with the BMA Theological 
Seminary to ensure biblical accuracy.

3. Compass is completely relevant. 
Contrary to popular belief, scripturally-
rich teaching does not sacrifice 
relevance. In fact, just the opposite is 
true. THERE IS NOTHING MORE 
RELEVANT THAN GOD’S WORD! 
Every Compass lesson now includes 
discussion questions and application 
points to help your class apply God’s 
Word in the way Scripture intends.

This winter, give 
us the privilege 
of re-introducing 
Compass to your 
Sunday  s choo l 
c l a s s  o r  B i b l e 
study. Learn more 
about the improved 
C o m p a s s  a t 
discipleguide.org/
compass or call 800.333.1442 to order.  

An open letter to BMA teachers

The 137th Annual Meeting of Liberty 
Missionary Baptist Association was held at 
Antioch, Gilmer Oct. 9. Bro. Michael Pool, host 
pastor, brought the annual sermon entitled “Just 
Like Me” from I John 1:5-2:6.

Officers elected for the 2016-2017 year 
are as follows: Leon Ross, moderator; Wayne 
McKay, vice-moderator; Charlotte Johnson, 
clerk; Jeanette McKay, assistant clerk; Larry 
Lansdale, treasurer; and Joe Caudle, assistant 
treasurer.

The association adopted the following 
mission projects for the coming church year: 
$500 monthly each to Baptist Medical Missions 
International, Editorial Bautista (Spanish 
publications), and Jacksonville College, plus 
$250 monthly to Texas State Missions and 
adding $400 from the missions fund to each 
rally offering. The association also voted to assist 
seven ministers’ widows with $150 monthly 
supplemental income.

Will Cumbie reported on the work and 
mission of Jacksonville College. Heith Mitchell, 
Texas state missions director and executive 
director of the BMA of Texas, reported on the 
work of Texas Baptist Home for Children, The 
Baptist Progress newspaper, BMATX Loan 
Association, and state mission projects.

The association approved several rallies for 
the new year as follows: Dec. 15, 2016 - BMAT 
Seminary rally at Glade Creek, Gilmer; Jan. 12, 
2017 – State Missions rally at Latch, Gilmer; 
March 16, 2017 – Texas Baptist Home rally 
at Little Mound, Big Sandy; May 18, 2017 - 
B.M.M.I. rally at Macedonia, Pittsburg; and Aug. 
17, 2017 – LifeWord Media Ministries rally at 
Old Tyme, White Oak. 

The annual association meeting will be held 
on Oct.  8, 2017, at Oak Hill, Bettie. Thomas 
Ayres, pastor of Camille Acres, Longview, was 
selected to preach the 2017 annual sermon with 
Dicky Mauk as alternate speaker.

2016 Liberty Association

BMA Missions is p leased to join the 
ministry of Campground Baptist Church in 
Gulfport, Mississippi to share the love of 
Jesus on the Mississippi Gulf Coast! Each 
year thousands of people attend the annual 
Mississippi Gulf Coast Mardi Gras Parades. 
The 2017 parades will be in Gulfport, Feb. 
17-18 and Biloxi, Feb. 24-25. Campground 
Baptist has leveraged this opportunity to 
serve and share Christ with the people who 
attend the parades. Pastor Bryan Atwood 
has invited the people of the BMA to join 
them in this ministry. This is an excellent 
opportunity for churches to experience a 
short-term missions trip that is close in 
location, inexpensive and very effective. 

All BMA churches are invited to join 
in this effort. However, because of limited 
space, the first 150 people who apply for 
each weekend will be eligible to participate. 

Training and lodging will be at 
Campground Baptist Church

20577 Highway 53
Gulfport, MS 39503

REQUIREMENTS:
Each participant must attend training 

on the Friday night before the Saturday 
parade. The session will begin at 7 p.m. 

Cost per participant is $35. This will 
provide your lodging, training, evening 
snack ,  Sa turday  morn ing  breakfas t , 
Bibles to hand out at the parade, a Mardi 
Gras Missions T-Shirt and other ministry 
outreach during the parade. 

Campground will provide lodging. Be 
prepared to bring everything you’d need 
to go to camp including bedding. 

A Mardi  Gras  Missions T-Shir t  is 
required for each participant.

Each participant must be 15 years of 
age. Because of the sleeping arrangements 
and the nature of the ministry, no children 
are allowed on this trip. 

Q u e s t i o n s ?  E m a i l  A n g e l a  R i c e , 
Short-Term Missions Coordinator, BMA 
Missions angela@bmamissions.org or 
call 501-455-4977 EX 3855.

BMA of America Missions 
O� ers Mardi Gras Missions Trip

Dr. James Shine will be honored by 
Enterprise, Jacksonville with a churchwide 
l u n c h  a n d  f e l l o w s h i p  i m m e d i a t e l y 
following worship services Nov. 6, 2016 
in celebration of 50 years in the ministry 
and 21 years as pastor of Enterprise Baptist 
Church.

If you have been blessed through Dr. 

Shine’s  minis t ry 
and would like to 
share an experience 
or send him a card or 
email, please send 
to: Enterprise Baptist Church, c/o Shirley 
McAnally, 2969 CR 4101, Jacksonville, TX 
75766 or email, omcanally@yahoo.com. 

Shine to be honored for 50 years 
in the gospel ministry

▲ Dr. James Shine

Dr. Scott Attebery is the executive director 
of DiscipleGuide Church Resources. Contact 
him by email at scott@discipleguide.org, 
on Facebook: Scott Attebery or Twitter @
scottattebery. Visit www.DiscipleGuide.org.

By SCOTT ATTEBERY
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I realize it is not politically correct for the church to 
insinuate herself into politics, or to even have a political 
opinion. 

She has basically been told to sit down and shut up. It has 
been, more or less, demanded that she just stick to religious 
stuff and leave the politics to the “political experts” — 
whomever they might be. 

But in the off chance that there are any out there who 
would like to hear from a representative of the New 
Testament Church, just how we feel, and what will drive us in 
the voting booth next month, I offer these few thoughts. 

While I will not even suggest for whom you should vote, 
I want it understood, it is my every intention to vote on 
God’s side.  What side is that? you may ask.  First of all, 
God hates murder — in fact, I believe He mentioned it in the 
commandments.  I will vote favor of outlawing the slaughter 
of millions of unborn babies.  

Oh, but it’s the right of the woman to decide!  Well, excuse 
me for sounding like a preacher, but the woman made a 
decision for an additional life when she had sexual relations 
with a man.  She had the right to abstain. But since she 
didn’t, a precious little life will have its rights violated, and 
be discarded like an old shoe.  Abstinence — now there’s an 
archaic term in our culture today. 

I will vote in favor of what the Apostle Paul said in 2 
Thessalonians 3:10: “For even when we were with you, 
this we commanded you, that if any would not work, 
neither should he eat.”  That sounds like free market to 
me — a society of hard working people whose hands were 
not outstretched to a runaway socialized government for 
entitlements.  

Margaret Thatcher, former Prime Minister of England, 
once said, “The trouble with Socialism is that eventually you 
run out of other people’s money.” 

You may say, “Well, there are millions today who are 
disabled, and who can’t work.   What about them?  I contend 
that charitable organizations — along with the church, if truly 
unleashed, and didn’t have to pay their CEOs an exorbitant 
salary, could easily fi ll that need. 

I will vote against frail, pathetic little mankind thinking 
it’s up to him to keep God’s green earth pure, and cool.  It’s 
like saying God’s not capable — He needs help.  No, friends!  
God doesn’t need any help —He doesn’t need our money - 
because it’s not ours in the fi rst place.  In fact, He doesn’t 
need us! I think He and Christ, who was at His right hand, in 
eternities past, were doing just fi ne.    But He mercifully, and 
lovingly created us, and breathed into us the breath of life — 
so who are we to wave our fi sts in the face of Almighty God 

and say, “You’re not taking care of our planet?” 
A nation, which feverishly doles out money by the 

trillions, to fund worthless government studies, (like studying 
the movement of shrimp on a treadmill) and entitlements 
which discourage people from working — a nation that taxes 
corporations and small businesses until they have to move 
overseas, or close their doors, is a nation that will run out 
of money, and out of existence.  As a nation, we are on a 
collision course for extinction.

I will vote with the thought in mind of what kind of 
Supreme Court we will have for the next two generations.  
Will it be a SCOTUS that works off the Constitution, or will 
it be a SCOTUS that will rule according to its own feelings, 
agenda and the wishes of lobbyists?   

I will vote for the rights, and resources for our military — 
and veterans. I will vote for the equipping and safety of our 
law enforcement.  I will vote to have Washington overhauled.  
I will vote for a smaller, streamlined government who will be 
limited to what the framers of our Constitution elected them 
to do 242 years ago.  

These are some of the issues upon which the American 
people are going to decide  when we enter the voting booth.  
May God speak wisdom to us as we vote — and God bless 
the United States of America.  

By PAUL GAUNTT
Pastor, First Baptist Church of Palmer

A crucial time for our great Republic
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By HEITH MITCHELL

▲ Cecil Linke▲ Darren Lemons

▲ Matthew Prather

▲ Will Hutchinson

▲ Brandon Durham

Heith Mitchell is the director of BMA 

of Texas Missions.  Contact him at 

hmitchell@bmatexas.org or 972-923-

0757. Visit www.bmatexasmissions.org.

DARREN LEMONS – 
THE REFUGE MISSION, TERRELL  

God is doing some great things 
through our church. We were able 
to serve in an Air Show serving 
about 5,000 to 7,500 people. We 
launched new Bible studies for 
men and women this last month 
and did a special service for First 
Responders.  We are averaging 
35 more people than we were in 
May.  Pray for God to keep growing His church through 
us.

MATTHEW PRATHER – 
THE BRIDGE MISSION, MIDLOTHIAN      

The Bridge continues to move 
forward as we work to build our 
launch team. We had our second 
info meeting this month with five 
new families attending. After the 
meeting, I had the opportunity 
to  sha re  wi th  one  ind iv idua l 
concerning salvation and baptism. 
God is  at  work in The Bridge 
and it is exciting to see what He 
is up to! He continues to open doors and allow new 
conversations concerning His plans for The Bridge. 

There is one way your church could get involved and 
play a part in helping The Bridge move forward. We are 
calling this mission project: Operation Invite. This is 
something that your church, GMA’s, WMA’s, or another 
group could help with. This is something that you 
can do from the town your church is in. If you would 
like to be involved or would like more information 
email me at mailto:matthew@discoverthebridge.com. 
I will be glad to send you more information. Your 
involvement with this project would be a great help to us. 

Thank you for your continued support and prayers! 

CECIL LINKE – 
JOURNEY COMMUNITY MISSION, ALLEN  

Journey  i s  moving  rap id ly 
towards not just rolling off of 
support but enhancing our systems 
in order to be effective in the 
coming years. We have received 
our incorporation papers and are 
working to set up our 501c3 with the 
federal government. We have begun 
the process of setting up leadership 
and look forward to teaching more 
on this subject before the end of the year. We will be putting 
a team of people together to seek out future meeting space 
in our area. Unfortunately, costs and local government 
restrictions means that Journey will continue to meet as 
a portable church in a local school. One of our current 
needs is to obtain a larger trailer in order to store a growing 
amount of tools & supplies for ministry. We would love for 
you to consider helping us cover the cost of a trailer! Thank 
you for your continued prayers and support!!

WILL HUTCHINSON – 
RESONATE COMMUNITY MISSION, HUTTO  

Please pray for us as the ministry 
grows.  We are searching for a 
someone to join us on the ground 
here in Hutto.  God is blessing and 
we need your support.  We have 
more ministry opportunity then 
we have manpower to fi ll it at this 
point.  Please pray that God will 
give us discernment as we search for 
the right individual to join us here.
In January we will be launching a new small group for our 
church.  We have so many people who travel that can not 
make it to a small group.  To help them grow we will be 

adding a live stream small group for those traveling.  We 
already have six people signed up for it and we have just 
started the plans.  

BRANDON DURHAM – 
REDEEMER’S LOVE MISSION, HOUSTON  

September wasn't necessarily 
easy, but it was good!  We did 
have a "wolf" come in and take 
advantage of our people, but our 
leadership confronted him promptly 
and asked him to leave.  It was a 
lesson learned.  We are riding some 
solid momentum as our Sunday 
gatherings are overflowing our 
house (20-25+).  Twice we’ve run 
out of chairs and food, with people sitting in the fl oor.  We 
continue to have upwards of 20 nationalities represented in 
our weekly gatherings.  The most exciting thing is watching 
new believers becoming passionate about the mission of 
reaching our city with the gospel.  This week a young men 
I disciple, from Honduras, had an opportunity to serve as 
my Spanish translator while we conversed with our Cuban 
waitress.  We prayed for her and invited her to our Bible 
Study.  Keep praying!  God is answering your prayers to 
send out workers into the harvest!

A word from your Missionaries:  

BMA TX MISSIONS continued on p. 8
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Every time a church closes its doors, 
the effects are devastating-not only to the 
community, but also to missionaries around the 
world who depend on local churches for their 
support.   

Right now, hundreds of BMA churches are 
struggling. The impact could be staggering to 
our association and to the kingdom. 

DiscipleGuide's Activate program is currently 
helping revitalize 43 churches. Meanwhile, 30 
churches are on the Activate waiting list. The 
need is urgent and requires great resources. 

Proceeds from Compass Bible study materials 
help DiscipleGuide invest in local churches 
through Activate. If 100 percent of adult Sunday 
school classes in 100 percent of BMA churches 
would use Compass Bible study materials, we 
could help every church on our waiting list. 

Your church is going to order Sunday school 
material from somewhere. Why not help save a 
BMA church while you’re at it? It’s as simple 
as that.

Purchasing Compass provides your church 
with trusted BMA curriculum while at the same 
time strengthening hurting churches and helping 
missionaries reach the world! 

It’s about more than curriculum; it’s about 
local churches helping local churches. That’s 
what being part of an association is all about.

Help DiscipleGuide help local churches. 
Order Compass for every adult class in your 
church today!        

Go to discipleguide.org/compass or call 
1-800-333-1442. Be sure to ask about our new 
100 percent money back guarantee.

DiscipleGuide helps churches maximize 
their Great Commission potential through 
camps, conferences,  curriculum, and 
consulting. According to Executive Director 
Scott Attebery, “We pour into local churches 
because that’s where our next missionaries 
are being trained and a new generation of 
believers are being equipped for ministry. By 
investing in local churches, we are investing 
in the future of missions!” 

This year because of DiscipleGuide’s 
efforts, 43 churches are ensuring their 
long-term stabili ty through Activate, 
DiscipleGuide’s church revitalization 
program.

• Ove r  n ine ty  young  sou l s  made 
professions of faith, and twenty-three 
students surrendered to full- t ime 

ministry at Daniel Springs.
• Teachers and Bible study leaders 

received more resources than ever 
through the improved Compass Bible 
study material. 

• Over 1,800 students were challenged 
to have a missions-focused life at 
SOAR 2016. At least twenty of them 
surrendered to missions, and more than 
100 signed up for short-term mission 
trips. 

Learn more about DiscipleGuide's 
ministry and resources at disicpleguide.
org. Representatives are available to present 
DiscipleGuide's ministry and vision to local 
congregations. To schedule a Sunday visit, 
call 800-333-1442 and ask for Jonathan 
Wilson.

DiscipleGuide rejoices over 2016 highlights

It’s about more than sunday school
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Adoption is defined as “the permanent, legal transfer 
of parental rights and responsibilities from a child’s birth 
parents to the adoptive parents.” The best candidates for 
adoption aren’t “perfect people”, but everyday people with 
real lives full of ups and downs. Adoptive parents don’t have 
to be of the same race or have the same ethnic background as 
the child they adopt. They don’t have to have a fancy home 
or lots of money. In the 2015/2016 fi scal year Texas Baptist 
Home for Children had 44 who found a forever family 
because their parents took a leap of faith and began a journey 
of healing and restoration. (John 14:18.) If you have lots of 
love to give and want to provide a safe, stable and nurturing 
environment for a child, you are probably the kind of person 
who adopts.

The cost for private adoptions can range from $12,500 to 
$20,000. However, adopting a child who is in the custody 
of the state can have little or no cost to the adoptive 
family. 

Subsidies are even available to provide medical coverage 
and a fi nancial stipend to the adoptive family until the child is 
eighteen years of age.

According to the most recent study by the United 
States Department of Health and Human Services, there 
are approximately, 415,000 children in the U.S. foster 
care system. In Texas, as of Sept.  30, 2015, there are 
approximately 108,000 children available for adoption 
through foster care. The average age of a child being 
adopted from the foster care system is eight years old 
and there are equal numbers of boys and girls waiting for 
adoption. While the majority of these children are Caucasian, 
there are children of every ethnicity who need a family.

There are children of every age, from infants to teens 
who need a family, but a particular need is for families who 
are willing to adopt older children. Every year many of the 
children in state custody exit foster care without an adoptive 
family, in 2012, more than 22,000 young people (http:www.
acf.hhs.gov/sites/default/files/cb/afcarsreport22.pdf.) For 
those young adults, it means no family to visit on holidays, no 
grandparents to introduce their children to and no extended 
support system. Many of them have not learned skills needed 
to become productive adults such as holding a job, balancing 
a checkbook, preparing meals and doing laundry. Although, 
these are taught in our cottages on campus, not every foster 
agency has this training available to the children. An adoptive 
family cannot only teach these skills, but can provide love 
and support as they transition to adulthood.

Some people are reluctant to adopt an older child because 
of the portions of the child’s life that have already passed 
by. Another way to look at that is to consider the aspects 
of that child’s life you will be able to participate in. For 
example, don’t think of it as missing her fi rst steps, but think 
about getting to walk her down the aisle. Don’t think about 
not being there to hear his fi rst words, just look forward to 
all the conversations you will have with him in the future. 
Don’t regret not teaching him to ride a bike, look forward to 
teaching him to drive a car.

There is also a signifi cant need for families willing to 
adopt sibling groups. Many times, for the children who enter 
state custody their sibling relationship is the most stable 
relationship they have ever had. It can be vitally important 
that these children are able to be placed in the same adoptive 
home so the sibling relationship can remain intact.

Sharing your life with a child can be the most rewarding 
journey you will ever take. The changes in a child who has 
come from a life of abuse or neglect who gets to experience 
the security and nurturing provided by an adoptive family 
can be miraculous. It is pure joy to witness a child who was 
fearful of adults learn to love hugs and snuggles.

The fi rst step to prepare for adoption of a child in state 
custody is to become a licensed foster parent. This is 
provided at little or no cost through the state as well as many 
private agencies. To be a licensed foster/adopt parent in Texas 
you may be single or married, must be at least 21 years of 
age and if married, must have been married no less than two 
years, and complete the training and licensing process.

During the training and licensing process, you will be 
taught about the children in care, coping with the grief 
and loss issue of a child, the importance of structure and 
discipline and how to work with the foster care/ adoption 
system. All foster/ adoption parents are able to indicate 
what age and gender they feel would best fi t their family. 
If you live within 75 miles of Waxahachie or Bedford and 
would like more information please call Texas Baptist Home 
for Children 972-937-1321 or contact Jennifer Walker at 
jwalker@tbhc.org.

Help children � nd a “forever family”
By EDDIE MARSH
Texas Baptist Home President

GARY SOUTHARD – 
THE CHURCH AT VALLEY RANCH, PORTER  

We are excited for our targeted 
launch service of Oct. 30 at 10 
a .m.  We have 400 invi ta t ions 
go ing  ou t  t o  ou r  suppor t e r s , 
p r a y e r  w a r r i o r s ,  c o m m u n i t y 
leaders. We have a post card mail 
out announcing our launch service 
going out to 900 residences. We 
have a launch party scheduled for 
Oct. 29 where we will baptize a 
newly saved member. Please continue to pray for this 
project in the area of finding a worship leader. Also 

for us after the launch that we will see our attendance 
continue to grow. We thank each of you for your support 
and encouraging words. I look forward to seeing you at 
the State Meeting in November.

ARNULFO MALDONADO – 
TEXAS HISPANIC MISSION COORDINATOR  

I look forward to visiting with 
each of you at The BMA of Texas 
Meet ing  th i s  month .  Michae l 
Hight and I will be discussing 
how to reach Hispanic people in 
your community at the Annual 
Leadership  Conference  a t  the 
State meeting Tuesday, Nov. 15 
at 10 a.m.  I also look forward to 
introducing you to many of your 
Texas Hispanic Planters at the meeting.

BMA Texas Missions cont.

▲ Arnulfo Maldonado▲ Gary Southard

Eddie Marsh is president of the Texas 
Baptist Home for Children in Waxahachie, 
Tex. Contact him at emarsh@tbhc.org or 
972-937-1321. You may also visit the TBHC 
website, www.tbhc.org.
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By SHARON COLE

Hospitality-Open homes, open hearts

To order Bibles, books, 
music and gifts from 

Baptist Progress, 
visit www.bmatexas.org 

and click the � ashing box 
at the top of the right 

hand column.

When you order through 
our website, Christian 

Book Distributors shares 
their sales pro� t with us. 

Get to shopping!

Bibles, Books, Music & Gifts

Sharon Cole is the editor for the Texas 

WMA. Contact her at S9Co@aol.com. For 

more information on the Texas WMA, 

visit www.texaswma.com.

This year’s theme of Open Homes, Open Hearts hopefully 
has opened our hearts to the fact that God wants us to be more 
hospitable to our friends, neighbors and even strangers. There 
are all kinds of ways that we can be hospitable. A kind word 
to a stranger, helping a friend with a problem, sharing Christ 
with our neighbor or inviting someone to our home for a meal. 
When our hearts are open to our Heavenly Father, He will 
open doors of opportunity. It may not be what we expect and 
sometimes it may feel uncomfortable. In faith we step through 
those doors, refl ecting God’s glory to the world we live in. As 
Christians, we should stand out as being different in this world, 
always remembering that we are ambassadors for Christ. What 
people see and hear from us should be a refl ection of God’s 
love and compassion. I am sure that we have all heard this 
before, but I know I need to be reminded that God wants me 
to think of others and fi nd ways that I can share His love. I 
sincerely hope that we continue to live a life that can show the 
heart of God. The blessings that we can receive when we have 
a heart that loves others will be so wonderful that the cares and 
trials of this life will fade. May God bless you each day as you 
continue to live the life that shines His light.

TEXAS WMA MEETING
All ladies are invited to attend the annual Texas WMA 

meeting Nov. 15, 2016 at Farley Street, Waxahachie beginning 
with registration at 8:30 a.m. and the program 9 a.m. An 
excellent program is planned which includes three of the 
Texas WMA offi cers. Pat Quesenbury, a member of the Texas 
WMA Project Selection Committee, celebrates women, and 
loves sharing in their journey to become God’s woman, 
God’s way! Her deep commitment as a pastor’s wife led to 
extended ministry opportunities with women in personal 
counseling/mentoring, seminars, writing and through serving 

as president of both the Texas 
and National WMA. Pat is 
founder of “Creative Living,” an 
organization through which her 
seminars and Bible studies have 
been taught nationwide, and in 
some foreign countries. 

For 21 years she directed 
New Life Celebration, a national 
women’s conference held in 
Dallas. Her book, The Feminine 
Touch, is a biblical study for 
the contemporary woman living in today’s confusing culture. 
Rewritten and updated in 2010, the message of this book is to 
help women recognize their value, appreciate their purpose, 
and fi nd practical answers to hard questions they face every 
day. Her book for teen girls, What’s A Girl to Do?, updated in 
2011, has been taught across the country, translated and taught 
in the Romanian language. 

Pat is a director with BeautiControl Skin Care and Cosmetics 
through which she conducts personal consultations and 
image classes, leading women 
in a simple approach to being 
beautiful—inside and out! She 
and her husband, Coy, live in 
Arlington and are members of 
South Park, Ft. Worth. They 
have two grown sons and five 
grandchildren.

Johnnie Ross has lived her 
adult life married to a pastor/
teacher and teaching math. She 
is currently working on 41 years 

for both. Her life is blessed with six wonderful children (three 
by birth, three by marriage) and three precious grandchildren, 
so far. Johnnie feels her life has been enriched because of the 
three church families they’ve gained, the students she’s taught, 
and the areas in which she’s lived. She loves to study scripture 
and fi nd “math connections” in God’s Word.

Charlotte Johnson is a mother, 
grandmother, a PK, pastor’s 
wife and retired school teacher. 
Charles and Charlotte have 
served Rosewood, Gilmer for 
32 years. She is a trustee on the 
board of Jacksonville College. 
She loves walking in the outdoors 
with all God’s creation to inspire 
her daily. The greatest blessings 
come from sharing the love of 
God with her family and friends.

DISTRICT NEWS
     The Liberty District WMA met at Enon, Church, Gilmer 

Oct. 8, 2016. President, Elizabeth Midkiff called the meeting 
to order at 10 am and opened with prayer. After watching the 
informative video, “What Is WMA?”,  it was reported that the 
Jacksonville College tractor project total offering is $6,431.30. 
GMA Promoter, Caroline Ayres, reported that the theme for 
the year is, “Jesus is the Real Thing.” Sunbeam Promoter, 
Shirley Hoffpauir, announced their theme would be “It’s a Wild 
Ride Following Jesus.”  Ilocano Children’s Ministry under the 
direction of the Kakilala family, BMAA missionaries based in 
the Phillipines, was selected as the new Liberty District WMA 
project with a goal of $2,500 to be used for needed supplies. 
This outreach conducts three vacation Bible schools per week. 
President, Midkiff announced that 300 gift bags will be put 
together for the May 2017 national WMA meeting in Arlington 
and Liberty District is to help fill these. Jessica Hoffpauir 
blessed our meeting with two special songs, “Gloria,” and 
a piece she composed, “You’re Amazing.” Johnnie Ross 
explained this year’s theme, “Be Real,” using Acts 11:26. 
Special guest, Marolyn Welch, Academic Dean of Jacksonville 
College, spoke on “Best Practices for Adoration,” encouraging 
us to practice the truth, use our unique gifts from God and 
crave His Word. Jessica Hoffpauir and her sons sang, “All in 
All.” The next meeting will be Jan. 7, 2017 with Fellowship, 
Pittsburg for the annual Missions Retreat. The speaker will be 
Mary Fruge.

 

▲ Pat Quesenbury

▲ Johnnie Ross

▲ Charlotte Johnson
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Church SS Worship Additions

Calvary, Ennis 20 32

First, Blooming Grove 205

First, Omen 35 81 1 by baptism

Glade Creek, Gilmer 19 40

Jackson, Joaquin 65 130

Little Flock, Lufkin 10 10

Nat, Cushing 23 23

New Harmony, Tyler 256 301

Pilgrim Rest #2, Golden 49 52

Pine Brook, Tyler 41 56

Round Prairie, Fairfield 88 187 2 by baptism,      
2 by letter

Rosewood, Gilmer 125 217 1 by baptism,      
2 by letter

Church SS Worship Additions

Anthony Drive, Ennis 56 93

First, Omen 32 81 3 by letter

First, Palmer 66 88 4 by letter

Glade Creek, Gilmer 13 37

Jackson, Joaquin 68 125

New Harmony, Tyler 323 387

Olde Tyme, White Oak 63 1 by letter

Pilgrim Rest #2, Golden 40 41

Pine Brook, Tyler 32 55

Rosewood, Gilmer 140 247 2 by baptism

Yellowpine Macedonia, Hemphill 15 18

EVENTS PERSONNEL & POSITIONS CHURCHES IN REVIEW

PASTOR & STAFF CHANGES

OCTOBER 23, 2016

HALL 
FURNITURE LTD.

Fine Church Furniture 
since 1939

P.O. Box 157
(1321 Industrial Dr.)

Henderson, TX 75653
903-657-4501

For publication, statistics for Churches in Review must be received by 
Monday at 5 p.m. on Monday.

OCTOBER 16, 2016
NOVEMBER 13-16, 2016
Revival
First Baptist Church, Omen
Dinner each night at 6 p.m.
Service each night at 7 p.m.
Bro. Ed Ridge, evangelist
Dr. Scotty Short, pastor

NOVEMBER 14-15, 2016
Baptist Missionary Association 
116th Annual Session 
Farley Street Baptist Church, 
Waxahachie, Texas

AVAILABLE MINISTER
ROGER MANNING is available for pulpit supply or to serve as 
interim pastor or pastor. His injuries suffered in a motorcycle 
accident on Dec. 7 are healed and he is now anxious to serve 
and preach God’s Word. Roger was ordained in the Southern 
Baptist Convention and has over seven years of preaching 
experience. He lives in Waxahachie and can be reached at 
roger@rogermanning.com or at 402-510-3019.

AVAILABLE POSITIONS
PASTOR—Myrtle Springs, Quitman is seeking a pastor. Send 
resume to Myrtle Springs Baptist Church, 2185 FM 2225, 
Quitman, Texas 75783.

PASTOR—Grace Temple, San Angelo is seeking a bivocational 
youth/student minister. Send resumes to Chris Sweet, 
105 Guthrie Street, San Angelo, Texas 76901 or email to 
pastorchris@gtministries.com. 

PASTOR—Blackjack, Troup is seeking a bivocational pastor. 
Send resume to the church at blackjackbaptistchurch@gmail.
com or PO Box 605, Troup, Texas 75789. 

PASTOR—Enon, Iola is seeking a bivocational pastor. 
Parsonage available. For information, call 281-731-7850.

PASTOR— First, Rice is seeking a pastor. Send resume to 
fbcricegale@yahoo.com or call 214-799-9244.

ERIC PLEDGER is the new pastor of Bethel, Clayton.

BETHEL, GROESBECK— 2017 is right around the corner. 
On Jan. 22, 2017, we will be celebrating the church’s 60th 
anniversary. We are proud to announce that our guest speaker 
will be Pastor Michael Vestal. Lunch will follow the morning 
service. All former members and pastors are encouraged to 
attend.

CHURCH NEWS

CHURCH BUS FOR SALE, 25 passenger, 2005 Starcraft/
Ford E450 Diesel, only 16,000 miles, excellent condition, 
$34,900. 254-709-8749, Email: beaconhill.wacotx@att.net.

CHURCH NEWS
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By PAUL GAUNTTBy PAUL GAUNTT

Jude—Defense Revelation

Paul Gauntt is the pastor of First, Palmer. 
He served for a number of years as the BMA 
of Texas Department of Church Ministries 
director. He has served several churches as 
pastor, and is a correspondent and featured 
article writer for Baptist Progress. Contact him 
at pop.gauntt@gmail.com.

DATE: November 20, 2016
TEXT: Jude 1-4, 17-25

Jude is identified in the first verse of 
his epistle, as the brother of James, and 
the half-brother of Jesus.  Matthew 13:55 
records names of his brothers as Judas, 
James, Joseph and Simon.  Some suggest 
Judas shortened his name to “Jude” so 
as not to be identified with the one who 
betrayed Jesus at Gethsemane.  

Like his  brother  James,  Jude was 
not a follower of Jesus until after His 
resurrection from the grave, as is noted in 
1 Corinthians 9:5.  “Have we not power 
to lead about a sister, a wife, as well as 
other apostles, and as the brethren of the 
Lord, and Cephas?”  Apparently, all of 
Jesus’ brothers became believers and were 
faithful followers of the Savior, 

Because the little epistle does not name 
particular individuals or places, but it is 
widely believed that it was written after 
Peter’s epistles were written in 64-66 A.D.  

Jude condemns false teachers (verse 
4) and he was not one to 
mince words, referring to 
them as “ungodly,” turning 
t h e  g r a c e  o f  G o d  i n t o 
lasciviousness ,  ( lawless 
insolence) and denying the 
only true and living God.  

Then Jude cites examples 

of God’s judgement in the past because of 
the unbelief and disobedience of man;  

The Israelites who provoked God to 
wrath while wandering in the wilderness; 
(verse 5)  

T h e  f a l l e n  a n g e l s  m e n t i o n e d  i n 
Genesis 6, and 1 Peter 3:19-20,  who are 
imprisoned; (verse 6)  

T h e  i m m o r a l i t y  o f  S o d o m  a n d 
Gomorrah (verse 7)

B e c a u s e  J u d e  s a w,  w i t h i n  t h e 
cong rega t ion ,  peop le  who  r e j ec t ed 
authority and were self serving, he was 
pass ionate  about  exposing the  fa lse 
teachers that had infiltrated the fellowship, 
for what they were, and to challenge the 
church to stand against them.  They were 
to do this, by remembering the teachings 
of the apostles, and by edifying, and 
praying for one another.  

Jude’s s traightforward,  aggressive 
message is clear — stand against false 
doctrine —  stand for the truth

DATE:  November 27, 2016
TEXT: Revelation 1:1, 19; 2:1; 4:1; 6:1; 13:1; 20:1-
3; 21:1,2; 22:7

Once again “the disciple whom Jesus loved,”  
The apostle John, penned the words of prophecy 
in Revelation, as given by Jesus Christ, Himself. 

John wrote this book in A.D. 95, from  
his exile on the Isle of Patmos. Revelation, a 
somewhat diffi cult work to understand, has been 
viewed differently by many.  Most take the work 
to be recording literal events which will occur 
in the future;  Others view it as merely allegory, 
while others believe the events of Revelation 
occurred  in the fi rst century.  

The book deals with Christ’s communication 
with the seven churches in Asia Minor - 
Ephesus, Smyrna, Pergamum, Thyatira, Sardis, 
Philadelphia and Laodicea.  John gave a pointed 
message to each one, and only two churches, 
Smyrna and Philadelphia, received a glowing 
report while the rest had problems which Jesus 
addressed very clearly.  

The book provides vivid scenes and word 
pictures of the events of the tribulation, (chapter 
4-18) Because there is no mention of the church 
after the end of chapter three, this gives us clear 
evidence the church will be gone from the 
earth just prior to the tribulation being ushered 
in.  Also 2 Thessalonians 2 indicates that the 
antichrist will not be revealed until the church is 
caught away. (2 Thessalonians 2:3-7)

John illustrated the events of this horrendous 
judgment of the unbelieving world  by the 
breaking of the seven seals, the blowing of the 
seven trumpets, and the pouring out of seven 
bowls.  

The antichrist will rise to power as the church 
exits the earth, portraying himself to be the 

savior of the world.  He will govern the world 
economy (Revelation 13:16-17, causing all, both 
small and great, rich and poor, free and enslaved, 
to receive a mark in their right hand or forehead.  
Whether it is a literal 666 mark, or a bar-coded 
microchip inserted just under the skin, no one 
will be able to buy and sell without this mark.  

The antichrist will desecrate the temple of 
God by setting himself up, portraying himself 
to be God. People will be duped into believing 
it, and will worship him.  (2 Thessalonians 2:11)

The great battle, the fi nal battle between Jesus 
Christ and Satan, will be waged in the Valley 
of Megiddo, This valley stems from the center 
of Israel with lower Galilee and the north.  The 
great battle of all battles will see a blood bath, 
unparalleled in world history.  Revelation vividly 
pictures this battle, with Jesus Christ, Faithful 
and True, mounted on a white horse, with “the 
armies of heaven” accompanying Him.  He 
smites the nations with His sharp, two-edged 
sword from out of His mouth. (that’s the power 
of the Word of God)  When He has won that 
great battle, He will plant His foot upon the 
Mount of Olives, and will rule the earth with a 
rod of iron for 1,000 years.  

In chapter 20, we see the souls of them who 
had been saved during the tribulation period 
through martyrdom (20:4) 

Chapter 21 paints a picture of the new 
heaven and new earth, with the Holy City, 
New Jerusalem, a 1500 mile high, 1500 mile 
wide, 1500 mile deep translucent gold cubical 
descending down upon a clean, purged earth, 
where God and Jesus Christ shall abide with the 
saints for eternity.  This is that place where Jesus 
is preparing a mansion for His people (John 
14:1-3)
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By DR. MIKE SMITH
Jacksonville College PresidentJacksonville College President
By DR. MIKE SMITH
Jacksonville College President
By DR. MIKE SMITH
Jacksonville College President
By DR. MIKE SMITH
Jacksonville College President

A Baptist Association can be described as a fellowship of churches on mission 
locally and globally. In England, the formation of the fi rst Baptist association 
followed the county geographical lines that were originally drawn for defensive 
purposes. The fi rst Baptist Association in America was The Philadelphia Baptist 
Association, which was founded in 1701. In Texas, the fi rst Baptist association 
was formed on Oct. 8, 1840. These early associations proved that they would be 
able to do more to promote the Gospel together than they could alone.

I served as Director of Missions for twenty-one years, and in 2007, I was 
blessed to be able to lead a group on tour of the site of the fi rst gathering of the 
Philadelphia Baptist Association 200 years earlier. As we toured the site, I was 
reminded that the New Testament refers to “one another” one hundred times in 
ninety-four passages. The early church knew the value of “one another.”

Acts 15 records a conference of churches meeting in Jerusalem to settle 
doctrinal confl ict. From my experience, the churches and the pastors who get into 
most confl icts are churches and leaders I refer to as “lone rangers.” They do not 
cooperate or fellowship with others, and they try to do ministry alone. We need 
one another. No one church, no one pastor is going to reach all the lost in any 
given community.

In September and October of 2016, Baptist Missionary Associations and 
Southern Baptist Associations held meetings all across Texas. Susan and I 
attended fourteen BMAT associational meetings, and Jacksonville College 
staff attended another six. It was important for Jacksonville College to have a 
representative at each associational meeting so we could thank the association, 
churches, and individuals for their support of the College. We spent time and 
money to do this because we believe we need one another. I was able to see 
many of you personally and thank you for your prayers and fi nancial support, 
and I was blessed to enjoy some fried chicken and pecan pie with some of you in 
fellowship and share with you the news of all that God is doing at Jacksonville 
College.

I hope you and your church fi nancially support your local Baptist association, 
and I hope to see you at the annual state meeting at Farley Street Baptist Church 
in Waxahachie on November 14-15. 

Why? Because we need one another.

WHY I ATTEND JACKSONVILLE COLLEGE
“I came to Jacksonville College because I believe a higher education is 

benefi cial to success in life. The school is Christian based and they strive to make 
sure the students have a personal relationship with Jesus Christ.”

Judson Frazier, student from Elkhart, Texas
Member of Montalba Baptist Church

WHY I WORK AT JACKSONVILLE COLLEGE
“I attended Jacksonville College in 1971-

1973 and since then it has become a part of my 
life. I love working in a Christian environment. 
The Lord has provided me an opportunity to help 
parents and students to continue their education. 
I get to work alongside the best co-workers in 
the world.”

Paul Galyean, JC Director of Financial Aid
Member of Craft Baptist Church, 

Jacksonville

HAVE YOU HEARD THIS ONE?
STUDENT: Teacher, would you be mad at someone for something they did not do?
TEACHER: Of course not! 
STUDENT: Good, because I did not do my homework.

▲ Paul Galyean

FALL CONCERT
November 7 at 7:00 p.m. in Buckner Chapel

Thanksgiving Holidays
November 21-25 (O�  ces will be closed)

CHRISTMAS SHOW
Presented by the JC Theater and Music Programs

December 1 at 7:30 p.m. in Buckner Chapel

WINTER TERM 2016/SPRING TERM 2017
Early registration for Winter 2016 is ongoing. 

Classes will begin on December 12.
Early registration for Spring 2017 begins on November 16. 

Classes will begin on January 17.


