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We are all in this together
By PAUL GAUNTT

Baptist Progress Correspondent
Dr. Jason Aultman, president of the BMA of America, called the
session to order at 7 p.m. Monday, April 20 at the University Plaza
Conference Center, Springfield, Mo.
Much emphasis was placed on mutual encouragement among
God’s people, as was indicated in the theme, “We Are All in This
Together.”
In addition to the reports by national departmental leaders,
elective workshops were made available, including Taking Your
Sunday school to the Next Level – presented by Ken Lupton of
Lifeway; Leading Change, by Andy Comer, pastor of Davis Street
Baptist Church, Sulphur Springs, Texas; Growing your Sunday
attendance with Social Media, by Brandon Cox, pastor of Grace
Hills Church, Bentonville, Ark.; The Future of America as We Near
the End of the Age and What Believers Should Do, by Jeff Swart,
pastor of First, Galena, Kan.
Aultman shared with the body of an initiative, in which 12
pastors throughout the association were mobilized to try to contact
five pastors each week to encourage and pray with them.
“Can we be honest enough to admit that we need one another?”
Aultman asked the crowd. “These 12 men have been leaders in our
work for years – in fact, they have a combined total of 682 years
of ministry.”
The 12 men, Edwin Crank, Leon Carmical, George Reddin,
Eddie Ballard, Grady Higgs, Dan Fagala, Jerry Jolly, Tommy Hall,
Tom Mitchell, James Schoenrock, Orval Barger and Henry Horton.
“Most every pastor that I contacted was very appreciative of the
call, and expressed how encouraged they were that someone cared
enough to call and encourage them,” said Eddie Ballard, pastor of
First Baptist Church of Rice Texas. “Of course we were not able
to reach everybody because the correct phone numbers were not
available for various reasons.”

Aultman cited two BMA ministers each who had long term
ministries, including Bro. Jack Bearden, (73 years in the ministry)
and Bro. G.W. Endicott, (76 years in ministry.)
Aultman, who has been on staff at Antioch, Conway for the past
25 years, serving first as youth pastor, then worship leader/associate
pastor, and became pastor five years ago, succeeding Henry Horton,
used the three Hebrew children, Shadrach, Mechach and Abednego
In Daniel 3, to develop his message concerning
encouragement. He noted that the three Hebrew children refused
to bow to Nebuchadnezzar,
“If you noticed, they told the king ‘whether or not we will
escape the fiery furnace, we will not bow to your god,” Aultman
reminded the congregation. “They said ‘we’ – we is stronger
than me.”
He used that thought to make the point that there is strength
in numbers, especially when it comes to having encouragement.
“We have been given the privilege to stand side by side as an
association of God’s people, not to spectate, but to participate.
Everyone is gifted to serve.”
Aultman made the point that people in the congregation
many times has greater opportunities to make impacts for Christ
than pastors and vocational staff.
“You see, we pastors are paid to be good, and regular church
members are good for nothing.” He said, bringing a roar of
laughter from the audience.
Another statement the president made during his address that
brought a resounding applause was when he said, “Our hope is
not found on Capitol Hill, but on the Calvary Hill.”
A concert was presented by the Jacksonville College Choir,
and the praise team from Antioch, Conway was on hand to lead
in worship prior to the president’s message.

▲ Jacksonville College Choir

▲ Antioch, Conway Praise Team

O

BMAA Highlights
Page 6

BMAA Missions Commissioning Service

Page 7

Jacksonville College
Page 12

Seminary to oﬀer DiscipleWay
Training Summer 2015
By DR. PHILIP ATTEBERY

BMA Theological Seminary Dean
Jesus Christ commissioned His followers to make disciples. Since 2011, the Baptist Missionary
Association Theological Seminary has used the BMA's DiscipleWay process to assist local churches
and their members to equip themselves for the work of making disciples. More than 600 individuals
have completed DiscipleWay training since the initial training session held in May 2011. The Lord
has used many of those individuals to disciple multiple generations of individuals throughout the
United States and in several foreign countries. Spanish versions of the entire DiscipleWay curriculum
also exist and have found use throughout North America and South America.
The next DiscipleWay training is scheduled for June 8-11, 2015 at the BMA Seminary in
Jacksonville. Although participants will need to pay for their study materials, the seminary will offer
the training itself without charge to those interested in earning DiscipleWay certification. Space is
limited so contacting the seminary dean's office soon will help ensure a place for participants.

Master’s Builders at Daniel Springs
By ROSE BITTNER

13 Lessons Vital To Every Church Member
By SCOTT ATTEBERY

DiscipleGuide Executive Director
DiscipleGuide believes in the local church.
After all, Jesus established, commissioned,
and continues to rule the church. Therefore, it
should be of utmost importance to all believers.
That’s why the summer 2015 quarter of lessons
in the Compass adult Sunday school curriculum
is vital to every church member.
In this last edition of the “We Believe”
series, Dr. E. Harold Henderson focuses on
what we believe about the church. Topics
include the following: the founding of the first
church, the officers of the church, guarding
the purity of the church, the ordinances of the
church, and the destiny of the church. New
church members will be strengthened and longtime church members will be encouraged by
these lessons.
For more information or to order curriculum,
go to discipleguide.org or call 800-333-1442.

Master’s Builders Reporter
The work at Daniel Springs Camp began with
Master’s Builders RVs arriving March 28. There
were 16 Builders and 11 wives. Work began
March 30 with 34 sturdy bunk beds to build,
several cabins needing bathroom remodeling,
and a remodel of the central bathrooms behind
the cafeteria. Bunk beds were built in the cabins
after disassembling and removing the old beds
for salvage.
The Builders met each morning for prayer
before beginning their day of work. This building
site is a familiar one for the Builders as this
is the fourth trip they have made to the camp
since 2012. The Builders really enjoy helping
bring new life to the cabins with beds and new
bathrooms. The new camp director, Jason Prewitt,
worked very hard each day with the Builders. To
witness his love and commitment to the Lord
and willingness to work hard for the camp was a
blessing.
During the first week on the job, the Builders
had to stop for several days to travel to St. Charles,
Missouri, to the funeral of one of fellow Builder,
Tony Myers. He and his wife Flo have been with
the Master’s Builders for 14 years and Tony will
be missed by all who knew and loved him.
Each morning, the ladies met for Bible study
at the camp office. The study of God’s Word,
prayer and laughter were a wonderful start to each
day. As the end of our time at the camp drew near,
it was very evident that we would be asked to
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Voting, politics and my church
By DR. JOHN M. ADAMS

Moral Action Executive Director

return to the camp in the fall. There is still much
work to be done on the cabins and Camp Director
Jason Pruitt prays for more help in the future.
His prayers include that more churches would
sponsor a cabin remodel and send workers as they
can. He also prays that some of the WMA ladies
would be interested in making curtains for the
cabins in the near future.
This was the 135th job for The Master’s
Builders, which began their ministry in 1991.
The Lord continues to strengthen and bless The
Master’s Builders and we are all encouraged by
the love we have for each other and the work we
do.
If your church has building needs or you have
questions, you can contact: John Mangum, office
coordinator for The Master’s Builders at 318-2055155 or 318-607-4100 (cell), or Eddie Sikes, field
coordinator at 903-725-6549 or 479-462-1675
(cell). If you feel you would enjoy this ministry,
we would love to have you join us. Use the
contact information above for more information.

Ms. Adams and I have represented the
BMA of America and BMA of Mississippi
at the Annual “Watchmen on the Wall”
conference in Washington, D.C. on several
occasions. Thousands of Christians, from
all walks of life, join together in prayer
and praise for our nation. We all share a
common concern of “reminding spiritual
leaders of our nation’s Judeo-Christian
heritage.”
Many churches and Christians
are misinformed about their “rights”
regarding political activism in relation
to the church. Pastors and churches may
speak in regard to social and moral issues.
They may speak about the actions of
government officials in public offices
and the positions of political candidates
in regard to religious, social, and moral
issues.
Pastors and ministers who are acting as
individual citizens and not as an official
church leader, have the same rights as
every other American citizen to involve
themselves in political activity.

The IRS (Internal Revenue Service)
prohibits churches from participating in or
intervening in a political campaign. The
IRS Code requires that churches refrain
from supporting or opposing a candidate’s
campaign and they may not make direct
contributions to a candidate/political
party. Thus the church may not contribute
anything of value to a candidate (eg: the
church mailing list).
Many Christian leaders, including
pastors, ministers and associational
leaders, are concerned about the legal
consequences of political involvement in
relation to the church. Be aware that you
do not have to be passive and silent.

It would be nice vs It has to be –
Decisions a church faces
By STATE MISSIONS

Everything around us is changing - But
you already knew that! What the struggle for
many is, "I don't want some things to change!"
Granted there are some things we don't need
to change, like biblical truth, moral values,
freedom and such. But what is happening
is a shift that takes place between every
generation. The hand-off from one generation
to the next is sometimes bobbled! What we
hoped to have passed on gets dropped, what
we intended to leave behind moves on! It's
frustrating at best.

For the church, it is even more difficult.

Studies show that a majority of churches
are made up of a personality type that values
unity at all cost, no conflict, we don't move
forward - unless we all move forward, moving
slowly and cautiously. They struggle with
taking any risk, even if the alternative is
destructive to themselves. They don't like
sudden changes. The love a routine that is
easily predictable and is followed over and
over. Loyalty to each other and the church is
premium for them. There is not a thing wrong
with any of these values. They are needed.
But there are three other major personality
types that make up the population, many of
them have left the church, which causes a
huge imbalance in the church. Paul spoke of
this in his dialogue about the body, asking,
"Can we all be the eye, if so, where's the
hearing?" To have body that's healthy you
need a blend of all the personalities.

The Church is Aging

On top of the personality issue, the church
is aging. Many churches are now only made
up of builders (those born pre 1945) and aging
boomers (those born pre 1960. There has
developed a huge generation gap that leaves
the church struggling with the future. "Who
do we pass the legacy baton too?" Many in
this group have been faithful to the church
with their attendance, involvement and giving.
Now they look around and wonder, "Who's
left to pass on the faith, too?" That is a huge
issue and problem for the church today and
the church of our kids, grandkids and greatgrandkids.

Te c h n o l o g y
Has Changed
Everything

On top of
that the rise of
technology has
given birth to
huge rise of
vastly available
knowledge
through the
internet.
Today's young
savvy generation has seen more of the world,
knows more history, has a wider vocabulary
than the prior generations combined. All of
this has created exposure to other concepts
of religion, practices of how other people "do
church," and even the concept that church is
not really necessary to practice one's faith.

More Decisions

So the church has more decisions to face!
Something most churches don't want to do.
It would be nice if we could just sit back and
cover our eyes, ears and mouths and things
just stay the same. Of course, you know that
is a myth. What has to be, is the church has
to find a way to stay faithful to the tenants of
faith, while preparing to hand-off the baton of
faith to the next generations.

Help is Available

State Missions has launched an initiative
to assist the church of Texas with tools and
training that church can implement inside
their own congregation.

Here's an opportunity

• May 23: 9-12:30 at New Harmony
Church in Tyler
Pastors, deacons, lay leaders and concerned
church members are invited to attend any
and/or all these opportunities. As a special
incentive, we'll be giving each attendee a
copy of our "Generations" workshop. This
workshop is designed to help a church identify
each of the generations, their values and
how the generations can work together to
advance the vision and mission of the local
congregation.
You can contact, 972-923-0757 to reserve
your spot at the event. Enrollment is limited,
so get in early.

Revival In Texas can help

Recent attendees to the RIT workshops
share that what they learned at the workshop
helped them gain a better understanding of
what options existed and how to implement a
plan to help their church.
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Support requested for counseling center
Dear Editor,
I am submitting this letter on behalf of the Mountain View Haven
board of directors, of which I am a member. The board consists
of nine pastors, business professionals and educators from eight
different states to assist Dr. Travis Plumlee in developing a biblical
counseling retreat in the scenic Ozark Mountains. The need for
such a facility is urgent. Like most pastors, I regularly encounter
individuals and couples who could benefit from more intensive
and professional counseling than I am able to provide. Dr. Plumlee
receives emails and calls every day requesting his counseling
services. However, due to the necessity of maintaining a busy
preaching schedule, he too, is unable to minister to these needs. The
facility will enable Dr. Plumlee to provide biblical counseling in the
healing environment of the tranquil Ozark Mountains.
Phase One of the development of the retreat is complete.
Mountain View Haven has purchased and paid for a 13-acre tract
of mountaintop land adjacent to Dr. Plumlee’s home just outside
of Mountain View, Arkansas. Sufficient funds have been acquired
to begin the ground work for the next phase of development. This
includes leveling the construction sites and acquiring utilities for the
property.
Recently, the Mountain View Haven board of directors met
and began Phase Two of the project. Along with Dr. Plumlee, we
developed the design for a multi-story counseling and retreat center
that will accommodate lodging and counseling for individuals
and couples. The facility is designed to accommodate small group

retreats as well. Floor plans are in the final stages of review and will
soon be in the hands of an architect for construction drawings. The
estimated cost to complete the project is approximately $200,000.
In addition to the retreat center, outdoor camping areas are being
developed for men and boys retreats. A professional river guide
has already offered his services as we develop spiritual manhood
retreats for small groups.
The Mountain View Haven board of directors requests that
Sunday, May 17 be designated as Haven Sunday for our churches in
Texas. We also respectfully request that churches take a few minutes
to inform their membership of this unique ministry opportunity, as
well as receive an offering to help make this vision of a counseling
retreat a reality. Regular support of this ministry is also appreciated.
Please send any contributions to: Mountain View Haven, P.O. Box
163, Mountain View, Arkansas 72560.
Unfortunately, due to his very busy preaching schedule, Dr.
Plumlee is not able to travel to our churches to present the potential
of this project. However, I will be glad to answer any questions you
may have. The board can also provide full color brochures to your
church for those who may be interested. You can direct requests
for information or brochures to me by phone (903-261-4307) or by
email (fbcjudson@hotmail.com).
Thank you for your prayerful consideration to partner with Dr.
Travis Plumlee, our missionary to the American family.
Bro. Tim Smith,
First Baptist Church of Judson

BMA of America announces town hall meetings for 2015
BMA department and agency directors will be hosting the
third annual Town Hall meetings in three locations in June,
August and December of this year. Pastors, staff members and
their spouses are invited to attend their area event, which will
begin with a noon luncheon followed by a 1:00 meeting.
Dates and locations for each Town Hall meeting are as
follows:
- Southwest Arkansas: Thursday, June 11 at the ABS House
(2223 North Washington) in Magnolia, Arkansas – Host Chad
Stephenson
- South Mississippi: Thursday, August 27 at First Baptist
Church in Bay Springs, Mississippi - Host James Sprayberry
- East Texas: Thursday, December 3 at First Baptist Church
in Jacksonville, Texas - Host Vernon Lee
Donny Parrish, Chief Creative Officer of the BMA, said, “The
goals for these meetings are for your BMA national directors to
listen to the concerns and suggestions of BMA Pastors and to
allow for a time of prayer and fellowship.”
Pastors in area associations will be contacted by phone and/

or email in the weeks prior to each meeting to invite church
staff members and their spouses and to get an exact head count
for the catered meal. However, accurate contact information
may not be available, so if you have not received an invitation
or if you need additional information, please contact Holly
Meriweather at the BMA Global Ministry Center at 501-2051127.

EVENTS
MAY 14, 2015

Liberty Association BMMI Rally
@ Concord, Gilmer

JUNE 2, 2015

Administrative Committee Meeting
@ Rosewood, Gilmer
10 a.m.

JUNE 7, 2015

103rd Annivesary
@ Little Flock, Lufkin
Guest Speaker:
Gene Hazell, former pastor
Concert by:
Southern Plainsmen Quartet
Dinner on the grounds
and afternoon singing
10:30 a.m.

AUGUST 13, 2015

Liberty Association Lifeword Rally
@ Cross Roads, Pittsburg

OCTOBER 11, 2015

Liberty Association Annual Meeting
@ First, Judson
Begins at 3 p.m.
First Session Speaker—
Charles Johnson
Dismiss for Supper at 5 p.m.
Begin second session at 6 p.m.
Second Session Speaker—
Randy Stracener

NOVEMBER 10-11, 2015

115th Annual Session
of the BMA of Texas
@ Champion Forest Baptist Church
15555 Stuebner Airline Road, Houston

APRIL 25-27, 2016

67th Annual Session
of the BMA of America
@ Gatlinburg Convention Center
Gatlinburg, Tennessee
Headquarters Hotel:
Glenstone Hotel

HALL
FURNITURE LTD.
Fine Church Furniture
since 1939
P.O. Box 157
(1321 Industrial Dr.)
Henderson, TX 75653
903-657-4501

PERSONNEL & POSITIONS

CHURCHES IN REVIEW
APRIL 19, 2015

AVAILABLE MINISTERS
MICHAEL PHILLIPS is available as bi-vocational pastor, pulpit
supply, revivals, or as the Lord leads. He has 71/2 years of
experience as a pastor. He is a member of Enon, Gilmer. Contact
him at 903-238-7856 or 903-725-5267. 5/20

Church

SS

Worship

Anthony Drive, Ennis

63

87

Cedar Creek, Teague

12

17

Ebenezer Friendship, Pittsburg

24

38

AVAILABLE POSITIONS

Farley Street, Waxahachie

471

543

PASTOR—Mt. Pleasant Missionary, Plumerville, Arkansas is
prayerfully seeking a full-time pastor and accepting BMA applicants
at this time. Send resume to 896 Hwy 92 Plumerville, Arkansas
72127 or email to mtpleasantpastorsearch@gmail.com. 5/20

First, Blooming Grove

225

First, Omen

35

57

First, Palmer

37

63

Glade Creek, Gilmer

19

42

Harvest, Lufkin

20

22

Jackson, Joaquin

64

118

Little Flock, Lufkin

10

15

Little Mound, Big Sandy

43

56

Merriman Hills, Sherman

20

22

New Harmony, Tyler

214

308

Pilgrim Rest #2, Golden

43

53

Rosewood, Gilmer

112

210

Security Calvary, Cleveland

15

30

Temple, Mexia

37

59

Woodland, Splendora

32

57

YOUTH— Antioch, Gilmer is seeking a bivocational youth/student
minister. Send resume to the church at P.O. Box 688 Gilmer, Texas
75644; Contact person—Michael Pool, pool-michael@hotmail.com.
903-315-6822.
PASTOR—Pine Acres, Gilmer is seeking a bivocational pastor. Email
merrillgl@aol.com for more information.
PASTOR—Grace Temple, San Angelo is seeking a full-time senior
pastor. He will also oversee associate pastors and child development
center. Send resume to Pat Jackson 7809 CR 339, Christoval, Texas
76935, email pwjack@aol.com or call 325-651-7875. TFN
PASTOR—First Missionary, Morton is seeking a pastor. Send
resume to the church at P.O. Box 981, Morton, Texas 79346 or to
jimmysealy@aol.com. TFN

Want to Make a Gift That Keeps Giving?
The BMA Foundation provides that opportunity. Your
gift is never spent, it is invested and only the earnings
are used to support any or all departments of the BMA
of America as you specify. Your gift keeps giving until
the Lord returns. You may make a cash contribution
or contribute through your estate plan. Checks should
be made payable to BMA Foundation and mailed to
P.O. Box 1188, Conway, Arkansas 72033. For more
information, call the BMA Foundation office at 501-3296891.

Additions

4 By Letter
3 By Baptism

1 By Baptism

APRIL 26, 2015
Church

SS

Worship

Anthony Drive, Ennis

59

100

Cedar Creek, Teague

11

25

Farley Street, Waxahachie

472

548

First, Blooming Grove

225

First, Omen

32

40

First, Palmer

41

64

Glade Creek, Gilmer

10

24

Harvest, Lufkin

10

15

Jackson, Joaquin

71

135

Little Flock, Lufkin

5

19

Little Mound, Big Sandy

43

47

Merriman Hills, Sherman

12

12

New Harmony, Tyler

319

394

New Haven, Dallas

24

37

Rosewood, Gilmer

97

161

Security Calvary, Cleveland

14

24

Temple, Mexia

32

52

Additions

2 By Profession,
2 By Letter,
2 By Statement

1 By Baptism

2 By Profession

1 By Baptism

For publication, statistics for Churches in Review must be received by
Monday at 5 p.m. on Monday.
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BMAA 2015 highlights
Harmonious and progressive were just some of the words
to describe the spirit of the national meeting of the 2015
BMA of America, held in downtown Springfield, Mo. at the
University Plaza Convention Center, April 20-22.
Setting the tone for the meeting was President, Dr. Jason
Aultman, pastor of Antioch, Conway, Ark. who introduced
the theme, “We Are All In This Together,” stressing the need
for encouragement.
Several emphases were made to highlight the theme,
not the least was workshops held throughout the meeting,
designed to help and encourage people in ministry -- and in
the pew.

WORKSHOPS

Dr. Ken Lupton of the Southern Baptist Convention’s
LifeWay, spoke concerning how to improve the Sunday
school; Eddie Glover, who is a pharmacist and entrepreneur,
from Conway, Ark. and a member of Antioch, held his
workshop concerning how principles of entrepreneurship
can be used in the framework of the church. Dr. David
Allen, professor at Southwestern Seminary, Fort Worth, held
a workshop on Expository Preaching; Jeff Swart, pastor of
First, Galena, Kan. spoke concerning prophecy; Arkansas
pastor Brandon Cox, conducted a workshop on Church
outreach using Facebook. Finally, Andy Comer, pastor of
Davis Street Baptist Church of Sulphur Springs, Texas, held
sessions on “How to Lead during Change.”

▲ Andy Comer

▲ Brandon Cox

▲ Dr. Ken Lupton

▲ Eddie Glover

▲ Dr. David Allen

▲ Jeff Swart

ENCOURAGEMENT INITIATIVE

Aultman also developed another initiative, utilizing
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12 pastors throughout the
work, to make phone calls of
encouragement to other pastors
and people in vocational
ministry.
Special guest speaker in the
Wednesday afternoon service
was Dr. Ronnie Floyd, president
of the Southern Baptist
Convention, and pastor of Cross
Church, Springdale, Ark.
▲ Dr. Ronnie Floyd

KELLAR AWARD

T h i s y e a r ’s
recipient of the
Gerald Kellar Award
was Jeff Swart,
pastor of First,
Galena, Kan. Swart
is the 11th recipient
of the award, which
was initiated by Dr.
▲ BMAT Seminary president Dr. Charley
Charley Holmes,
Holmes recognizes Bro. Harley Gordon,
president of the
oldest living seminary graduate
BMAA Seminary.
Swart has held
numerous positions
throughout his
ministry, including
planting a church
in Nevada, Mo.,
serving as assistant
director of the
national missions ▲Dr. Holmes presents Jeff Swart with
d e p a r t m e n t . H e Kellar Award
served as Dean of
Students at Jacksonville College, and has been pastor of
churches in Texas, Arkansas and Missouri. He is married to
the former Debbie Boores Swart, and the couple has three
children and five grandchildren.
Long-time pastor in BMA work, Bro. Harley Gordon,
whose most recent pastorate was Beacon, Waco, was
recognized as the oldest living graduate of the BMA
Seminary.
Bro. Danny Pitts, who has accepted the position of interim
president of Southeastern Baptist College, Laurel, Miss, was
also recognized for his 10 years of serving on the seminary
board of trustees.
Annual Message was
d e l i v e r e d b y D r. M a r k
Livingston, pastor of First of
Keltys in Lufkin, professor at
BMAA Seminary, Jacksonville,
and is the new editor of
DiscipleGuide curriculum. His
message was taken from Ezekiel
3, titled “The Sufficiency of the
Word.”
▲ D r. Mark Livingston
NEW MISSIONARIES
preaches annual message
D r. J o h n D a v i d S m i t h ,
who leads the BMAA missions program introduced new
missionaries who have been approved for service: Sam

Freeman and family will serve
in the Philippines; Justin Owens
- Estonia; Michael Smith and
C o d y Wo o d w a r d , S i l o a m
Springs, Ark.; Matthew Barker,
associate church planter with
John Herring in Nixa, Mo.;
Chris Huson, from Ecuador to
Peru; Daisuke Okada, national
missionary to Japan; Todd Cox
to Atlanta, Ga.; Boris Lebedev ▲ Dr. John David Smith
to Atlanta, Ga.; and Anders Lee,
North American church planter
to South Haven, Miss.
John and Margaret Lindsey
are retiring as missionaries to
West Africa.

AT TENDANCE REPORT AND
ELECTED OFFICERS

Officers for next year will be:
Dr. Jason Aultman, president; ▲ John and Margaret Lindsey,
first vice-president, Paul White; retiring as missionaries to
second vice-president, Jeff West Africa
Swart; recording secretary, Greg
Medenwald and James R. Raines.
Elected to the missionary advisory committee were
Richard Smith, Jeff Swart and James R. Raines.
Ken Riley, pastor of Lebanon, Laurel, Miss. was elected to
replace Richard Smith, pastor of Farley Street, Waxahachie,
Texas as member of the coordinating council.
Annual message for 2016 will be Jeff Swart, and the
alternate, James R. Raines.
The enrollment committee reported 223 churches
represented by letter, 230 represented by messenger. There
were 482 messengers, and 174 visitors, for a total attendance
of 656. There were 184 missionary committeemen present.
Minute fund total was $3495. and special offering received
for the Jacksonville College choir was $2,042.70.
Next year’s BMAA national meeting will be held in
Gatlinburg, Tenn. The 2018 session will meet in Jackson,
Miss.

PROPOSED AMENDMENTS FOR THE BMAA DOCTRINAL
STATEMENT

C. MAN -- As the crowning work of His creation, God
created humankind (male and female) in His own image
(Psalms 8: Genesis 1:27; 2:7). Consequently, every person
from conception is of inherent dignity and worth and merits
the respect of all other persons (Psalms 51:5; Psalms 139:1316; Genesis 9:6; Matthew 10:28-31; and James 3:9).
D. MARRIAGE -- God created marriage (Genesis 1:2728; 2:23-24). Jeus Christ declared the creator’s intention for
marriage to be the inseparable and exclusive union between
a man and a woman (natural man and natural woman)
(Matthew 19:4-6, Mark 10:6-9). Marriage testifies of the
union between Christ and the church (Ephesians 5:31-32;
Romans 1:25-27).
These amendments were presented by the Springhill
Baptist Church of Greenbrier, Ark. and the body will vote on
them during the 2016 annual meeting.

BMA of America Missions Commissioning Service
▼ Former BMAA Missions director Grady Higgs leads commissioning prayer
▼ Brian Cleary, new missionary, Colorado

▲ Michael Smith, new missionary, Arkansas

▲ Daisuke Okada, new missionary, Japan

▲ Justin Owen,
new missionary,
Estonia

▲ Cody Woodward, new missionary, Arkansas

▲ Matthew Barker, new missionary, Missouri

▲ Todd Cox, new missionary, Georgia
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God loves a cheerful giver
By SHARON COLE

We all know as Christians that God blesses us for giving to
others. He tells us to give our money, time, talents, effort, and
anything we have that will be a help to others. He promises to make
all grace abound toward us so that we have all things sufficient
for all that we do. This applies to our spiritual life as we tell others
about Christ as well as our physical life as we share what God has
given to us with those in need. When you give your money through
the Women’s Missionary Auxiliary, you are sharing what God has
blessed you with. Our project this year is Ashraf and Jenny Sara,
missionaries to the Arabic-speaking people in the Dallas area. The
goal is $15,000. There are over 9 million Arabic-speaking people in
the United States. Ashraf Sara and his family began working with
Arabic-speaking people in the Dallas/Ft. Worth Metroplex over
three years ago. During these years there have been over 200 that
surrendered their lives to Jesus from different parts of this area. Two
other works have been organized in Oklahoma City with 7 Arabic
families and one in New Orleans, LA. The families of Living
Word Arabic Church in Dallas are a diverse mix of Iraqi, Syrian,
Egyptian, Lebanese, Jordanian, and Palestinian. Our projects are
selected each November at the Texas WMA meeting. It is chosen
from nominations sent by local auxiliaries. These nominations
must be a part of the BMAA work and sent to the project selection
committee before the state meeting. They research and evaluate
the projects submitted and present them to the state auxiliary for
consideration and a vote. If you give to the project, your checks or
letters must say, “State WMA Project Fund.” You don’t have to be
a WMA lady or even have a WMA in your church to give. Let the
Lord speak to your heart about being a part of spreading the gospel

to our spiritually lost and dying world. The needs are many for this
work, so please give abundantly.
Another financial area of your WMA is the General Fund. Each
quarter your local auxiliary and district auxiliary should support the
general fund to help supply the following: the cost of printing this
Auxiliary page in the Baptist Progress, salaries for the Editor and
Corresponding Secretary, other officer expenses including postage
and mail-outs, phone calls, travel mileage, teaching aids, office
supplies for the Corresponding Secretary and any other expense
approved by the auxiliary. We pay speakers for the state meetings
and annual Ladies’ Retreat and gifts for Miss GMA and Junior Miss
GMA at their Houseparty. The General Fund is important for the
Texas WMA to function and accomplish our goal of pleasing the
Lord through giving.
The Youth Fund, a standing portion of our project is important
to help finance the needs of the Texas Sunbeams and Texas GMAs.
Through this fund the Promoters of each organization are able to
supply the necessary expenses of the annual Housepartys. Upon
request each Promoter is reimbursed for their personal expenses
of mileage, postage, phone calls, teaching aids, decorations, etc.
Also, special speakers for the respective Housepartys are paid from
this fund. In 2 Corinthians 9:7, the apostle Paul writes, “Each man
should give what he has decided in his heart to give, not reluctantly
or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.” Generosity
and love are woven into the fabric of the Christian faith. We must
demonstrate this attitude by giving to the Lord’s work. As followers
of Christ, we have been abundantly blessed. In return, we must give
generously to set an example for our children to follow. When we

give cheerfully, our stewardship will be a reflection of our love for
Christ, because of all He has done for us. Thanks to all who have so
faithfully supported the Texas WMA with your prayers, money and
willingness to serve the Lord. Send all offerings to the Texas WMA
Corresponding Secretary: Jo Strong, 149 NW Suzanne Terrace,
Burleson, TX 76028, 817-480-0888, jokenstrong@juno.com .

A SPECIAL MOTHER’S DAY MESSAGE:

“Lighten Up, Laugh and Live”
A hundred years from now no one will know, or care if your
house is spotless, if there are dishes left in the sink, or if you are
keeping up with the neighbors. A lady remarked in my presence
the other day, “I’ll wait until tomorrow to fill my car with gasoline.
I might die tonight, and if I do, I would save that much money.” In
amazement I asked her, “What do you plan to do with the money
you would save?” She smiled but did not comment. One thing
for sure, she wouldn’t be able to take it with her. So lighten up,
be happy. Live each day with the Christian joy God wants you
to experience. The command is to “Rejoice…and again I say,
rejoice.” (Philippians 4:4) It is a sin to live a grumpy life. A positive
attitude is an important tool in this business of living. Do not let
responsibilities become overwhelming to the point you lose your
sense of humor. You might need to look at life from a different
angle. You might discover that what you accomplish in a given
day doesn’t matter nearly as much as who you have in your life.
Mothers need to relax. Be cheerful as much as you are physically
able. Show your children that underneath that drill sergeant who
makes them eat their vegetables, brush their teeth, clean their rooms
and see that their homework is done, is really a nice and loving
person who is fun to be around. Mothers, take time to play with
your children. They will be grown and gone from home before you
know it. Take time for yourself. Remember, you need to be nurtured
right along with your family. You will then be better able to cope
with the stress of everyday living. Carry on family traditions, or
start new ones of your own. Your children and grandchildren will
remember them with delight long after you are gone. Teach your
children new skills. There are so many interesting things to do in
life. Last of all accept the fact that your children are not living with
a perfect mother. With that attitude you can better tolerate imperfect
children. (Lovingly reprinted in memory of Mrs. Marie Darst)
OFFICIAL INVITATION
TEXAS LADIES RETREAT
FARLEY STREET BAPTIST CHURCH
WAXAHACHIE, TX
SEPTEMBER 12, 2015
More information will be given at a later date.
Sharon Cole is the editor for the Texas
WMA. Contact her at S9Co@aol.com.
For more information on the Texas
WMA, visit www.texaswma.com.
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BMAA Women’s Missionary Auxiliary
April 21, 2015
Resolutions for 2015
WHEREAS, we have covenanted together to be of one
accord in and through the ministry of the Women›s Missionary
Auxiliary of America and
WHEREAS we believe a very important part of the work
of the Women›s Missionary Auxiliary of America is to carry
forward the standard set forth in our WMA Manual and more
importantly the standards of the Bible, God›s Word, we shall
resolve to:
1. Diligently encourage our Local, District, and National
WMA to read our MissionWorld Magazine and become very
familiar with our missionaries, their work and their needs.
a. To pray for them
b. Send cards, letters or emails to encourage them
c. That we give offerings to support our BMA Missionary
work above all others and that we raise awareness of
the needs of our missionaries in our local and district
meeting.

Missionary Auxiliary hold dear and that we only elect such
officers for our Local, District, and National WMA’s that are
strong in their faith, moral character, and dedicated to promote
the work of the WMA as outlined in our WMA Manual.

2. That officers are carefully and prayerfully chosen by
their Godly example of Christian living, their dedication to the
principles/doctrines and dedication that we as BMA Women’s

5. That we stand united in His purpose to help hurting
women everywhere come to know Jesus the only One who
can bring Peace to the troubled heart.

3. That we use literature that is in agreement with
our Baptist faith and practices and not the watered down
liberalism which is so prevalent.
4. That we reaffirm our stand in what the Women’s
Missionary Auxiliaries outline of work is:
a. Missions
b. Bible Study
c. Evangelism
d. Benevolence
e. Youth auxiliaries
d. Christian education

6. WHEREAS The Moral
Action Committee sets resolutions
for our National BMAA and
WHEREAS most of our churches
do not read or have available
these resolutions for their
members to know what they are:
That we as the BMAA Women’s
Missionary Auxiliary resolve
to make sure to encourage the
reading and make known these
resolutions to o ur ladies along
with those adopted by our own
▲Pat Quesenbury served as
Women’s Missionary Auxiliary.
keynote speaker at National
WMA Meeting
Respectfully submitted by:
Yvonne Parcher - Bethel
Missionary
Baptist Church - Ridgecrest, CA
Laurice Menzel - Bethel Missionary Baptist Church Ridgecrest, CA
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I didn't do enough
By LARRY BARKER
At the end of the movie Schindler’s List, the man who
was personally responsible for saving 1,100 from the
concentration camps is being thanked by those he rescued.
They give him a ring that is engraved in Hebrew saying, “He
who saves one life saves the world entire!” You would think
he would have been very satisfied and maybe even a little
proud of what he had accomplished. Instead, he says, “I could
have got more out! I could have got more!”
Oskar Schindler begins to weep as he considers how he
could have sold his car to the guard and maybe gotten ten
more out. He then realizes he could have sold his lapel pin
and gotten one more out. He is burdened and brokenhearted
with the reality that he could have gotten one more person.
While being thanked for the sacrifices he made and the
generations he has preserved he is overwhelmed with the
thought of how much money he had wasted and says, “I
didn’t do enough!”
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Three years ago we cast the vision to plant 100 churches
in three years! The deadline has come and gone with a grand
total of 88 churches planted. This was only possible because
of so many working together to accomplish this goal. There
are many exciting stories of God doing great things in the
lives of many communities but let me say it loud and clear,
it’s not enough! We can and should desire to do far more
because people are lost, hell is real, and Jesus is coming back
some day!
In Church Zero Peyton Jones says this, “Why did God
hardwire each piece of fruit for multiplication, yet when we
bear fruit, we see it as the endgame? If we were following
God’s design for fruit, we’d know that like fruit, churches
are packages for spreading seeds—for planting multiple
churches. One seed becomes a tree, which becomes another
seed factory....That’s what disciples do—they reproduce.”
Jones goes on to say, “Staying focused is a challenge,
but if you keep breaking
off church-planting seeds,
seeking like a piece of
fruit to be a seed-bearing
package, then you’ll have
no problem. Whether it’s
the birds, wind, or weather,
something will carry those
seeds to another destination
where they will be needed.
Stuff doesn’t grow where it’s
not needed, and this world is
one needy place.” Here are
some observations about our
on-going church planting
efforts:
First, let’s celebrate
the victories! Let’s make
sure we stop and praise the
Lord for what He has done
and for what He is doing.
Sometimes we are not the
best at celebrating but 88
new churches is something
to celebrate. These plants are
not only reaching English
speaking people groups
but also Russian, Spanish,
French, Creole, Erdu, Arabic
and the Deaf! Hallelujah!
S e c o n d , l e t ’s p r a y
and ask God to send the
next great awakening to

America! Revival comes when we begin to cry out to Him
with a holy desperation. All of the other great awakenings
were birthed with people on their knees crying out to God for
their nation. Oswald Chambers said, “Prayer does not fit us
for the greater work; it is the greater work!”
Third, let’s remain committed and passionate about
our church planting efforts! The temptation is to think we
have enough churches and we should focus on strengthening
the churches we have. We need more churches (estimated
650,000 more by 2050 just to keep up with population
growth) and we need healthy churches to reach their
communities with the gospel.
Fourth, let’s encourage one another and help one
another! We really are better together and we must be careful
to not see this as a competition. It takes all kinds of churches
to reach all kinds of people! If a gospel preaching church
opens next door to us we should rejoice in the truth that more
people will probably hear the truth and respond to it in faith.
Fifth, let’s make sure our churches are outwardly
focused! There is always one more person out there that you
can reach. We can make a difference for Christ! If we are
not burdened for lost souls we need to ask God to burden
our hearts once again. Every church must get out of their
foxholes and once again get out on the offensive. Pew sitting
is not a spiritual gift no matter what you may have heard!
Sixth, let’s be willing to give and sacriﬁce more! Have
we done all that we can and is there not more we can do?
Should church planters be struggling to meet salaries and
budget while so many churches have far more than they will
ever need? Is there a planter that has been by your church that
would be greatly encouraged by your generosity? Has our
prosperity caused us to become complacent?
Last, let’s do more in the next three years! Let’s pray
more, witness more, give more, and plant more churches. If
we were totally transparent and honest would we not say just
like Oskar Schindler, “I didn’t do enough!” C.T. Studd put it
this way, “I pray that when I die, all hell will have a party to
celebrate the fact that I am no longer in the fight.”
Healthy churches reproduce and we are never more like
the church in the book of Acts than when we are directly
involved in church planting!

Larry Barker is the operations director
for North American Missions. For more
information or to contact him, visit
www.bmamissions.org.

I thirst!

It is finished

By PAUL GAUNTT

By PAUL GAUNTT

DATE: May 10, 2015
TEXT: John 19:28; Hebrews 2:9-18
THOUGHT PRIMER
When I was five years old, our family moved to the
“salt capital of Texas,” Grand Saline. I was too young at the
time to go on a tour of the salt mine, just a few miles from
town, with my parents, but I often heard my Dad preach
on the subject “I Thirst,” and one of his favorite illustrations
was to tell, in his home-spun, illustrative style, the effects
the salty air in the mine had on visitors. Salty taste
permeated the air. There were rubber buckets of water
with rubber dippers (obviously because metal buckets
would rust out quickly) that were stationed throughout the
mine. After Dad’s vivid presentation of the effect of the
salt, people in the congregation started licking their lips,
about to die of thirst and ready to “hit the vestibule” before
Dad could finish.
Thirst is one of, if not the most powerful forces known
to the human body. The first urgent plea from the rich man
in hell was, “. . .Father Abraham, have mercy on me and
send Lazarus that he may dip the tip of his finger in water
and cool my tongue; for I am tormented in this ﬂame.”
Luke 16:24.
Not a bucket full -- not a glass full -- not even a
mouthful of water that could come from Lazarus’s cupped
hand -- but just “dip the tip of his finger in water”. What
kind of torture could cause one to make such a plea?
Thirst is a huge factor in the torments of hell. And also
water is a main illustration of Eternal Life.
STUDY
I want to note just a few factors concerning our
blessed Savior’s suffering on the cross.
a. His humanity:
Jesus Christ possessed all the Deity of God, and all
the human-ness of man. This was essential in order for
God to provide the Perfect Sacrifice. Jesus possessed the
DNA of a virgin named Mary, and the supernatural DNA of
the precious Holy Spirit. No other human who walked on
the earth could boast of such. That’s what made Him the
Perfect Sacrifice.
Throughout Christ’s seven last utterances on the
cross, we see the struggle between His Deity and His
human-ness. He struggled with the “why” of His Father
turning His back on Him, as we studied last week. This
week, we see that familiar human suffering -- thirst. I am
so thankful that God the Father permitted us to know the
human-ness of our Savior as He gave His life on the cross
b. His tenacity:
Jesus was laser-focused on His purpose in life -- to
give Himself as a ransom for our sin. It was a factor
which was known, not only to Him, but His mother as well.
Surely Mary understood the meaning of the prophecy of
Isaiah 53. Although Jesus did struggle in His humanity in
Gethsemane, He never once, wavered from His chosen
path to the cross. That tenacity was magnified when He
refused the potion of vinegar and gall. Matthew 27:34
“They gave him vinegar to drink mingled with gall: and
when he had tasted thereof, he would not drink.”
It was His suffering on the cross that brought about
redemption. To have received pain killers would have
neutralized the suffering. It was all a part of the intricate,
perfectly planned, perfectly executed, prophesied (Psalm
69:21) provision of the salvation of the Lord. Jesus was
tenacious in carrying out His Father’s plan of redemption,
even to the very last letter of Old Testament prophecy.
c. His generosity
What was the substance given which covers the sin

of mankind -- that provides salvation to all who believe? It
was the blood of Jesus Christ. He shed every drop of His
precious blood. There was one pocket of blood still in His
body with water which His body obviously stored up due
to the incredible suffering. It is significant that this water
gushed forth with this final pocket of blood. He gave it all.
He gave his entire life -- every drop of blood.
d. Fulfillment of prophecy
In John 19, the scripture tells us that no bodies were
to remain on the cross during the sabbath. This called
for the soldiers to break the legs of the crucified prisoners
to hasten death. Little did one soldier know that as he
pierced the side of Jesus causing water and blood to ﬂow
from Him, that he was an instrument in fulfilling prophecy;
“He keepeth all his bones: not one of them is broken.”
Psalm 34:20
APPLICATION:
Scripture says, “For the life of the ﬂesh is in the blood:
and I have given it to you upon the altar to make an
atonement for your souls; for it is the blood that maketh an
atonement for the soul.” Leviticus 17:11 In temple worship,
the Israelites had to bring their finest lamb or bullock to the
temple to have it’s blood sprinkled on the Mercy Seat to
atone for their sins. Today, we have the Lamb of God Who
sacrificed His blood on the cross for our sin.
Water is also God’s picture of life. John 4:14 “But
whosoever drinketh of the water that I shall give him shall
never thirst; but the water that I shall give him shall be in
him a well of water springing up into everlasting life.”
Water is a picture given to the New Testament church
to illustrate the death of the old man and the resurrection of
the new man through water baptism. Peter explains how
God used water in the days of Noah, to purge the earth of
sinful man, and only spared Noah and his family “through”
water. Likewise, it’s water that symbolizes another
baptism described in Galatians 3:27 “For as many of you
as have been baptized into Christ, have put on Christ.” Dr.
E. Harold Henderson once explained that the Holy Spirit is
the Agent Who baptizes one into the Substance of Christ.
That’s the true baptism. The water baptism, an ordinance
given to only the New Testament Church, pictures that
baptism. Peter said it is not the putting away of the filth
of the ﬂesh, but the answer of a good conscience toward
God by the resurrection of Jesus Christ: (I Peter 3:21)
CHALLENGE
Every time you drink a cold glass of water in the heat
of the day, think of its significance in God’s plan of the
ages. He used it to cleanse the earth of sinful man in
Noah’s day: Jesus used it at Jacob’s well to illustrate the
“water of life” to the woman. Israelites were saved through
the waters of the Red Sea -- Noah and family were saved
through the ﬂood: Today, when you receive Christ as
Savior, you “picture” that salvation by being buried in
baptismal waters, by the authority of the Church.
Finally, note that John, on the Isle of Patmos, saw “the
pure river of the water of life, clear as crystal, proceeding
out of the throne of God, and of the Lamb.” Revelation
22:1.
Shall we gather at the river,
Where bright angel feet have trod,
With its crystal tide forever
Flowing by the throne of God?
Yes, we’ll gather at the river,
The beautiful, the beautiful river,
Gather with the saints at the river
That ﬂows by the throne of God.

DATE: May 17, 2014
TEXT: John 19:29, 30; Hebrews 10:10-18
THOUGHT PRIMER
For almost a month a momma dove has
been nesting in the top of a column on our “side
porch” -- her instincts caused her to choose that
spot no doubt because it provided protection
for her babies from the elements of springtime
storms. She patiently sits, and waits, and on
occasion she will leave the nest, but only for
a brief time -- then she’s back. Day and night,
for weeks, she continues on with her duties
until one day, the birds will hatch, and the nest
will be empty, and the job is finished. Probably
the dove gets tired -- probably there are other
things which she could do to occupy her time.
She could just scrap the nest, and fly away. But
God instilled into her the nature to do what she
was intended to do -- give birth to babies and
perpetuate her species. It is her passion -- her
focus.
I can’t help but think God the Father
created creatures like this to give us models of
perseverance, and it reminds me of the absolute
perseverance our Savior had throughout His life
on earth as his sights were set on the cross. It
was His purpose to live in poverty; to be a Man
of Sorrows; to eventually, at an appointed time,
which had been prophesied in ages past, go to
Calvary’s cross and give His life as a ransom
for the sin of all mankind. He could have thrown
his hands up in despair and frustration and
scrapped the whole plan. But never once was
He sidetracked. There was one objective which
He was focused -- that was that glorious time
when He would declare, “It is finished.”
I marvel at how busy Jesus was while
suffering on the cross -- He saved the malefactor
who asked, “Remember me when you enter
paradise.” He assigned His disciple John to
care for His mother for the remainder of her
years -- He modeled to us the way to care for
our aged parents. That was all, in addition, to
completing the work of the ages -- salvation’s
wondrous plan.

sacrifice animals in the temple. Man is
now justified, sanctified and shall one day be
glorified in Heaven “through the offering of the
body of Jesus Christ once for all.” Hebrews
10:10
3. No longer was one justified by the
keeping of the commandments of the law.
Hebrews 10:16. With the ushering in of the
“age of grace,” Christ has redeemed His people
“once for all.” The laws of God were from
henceforth placed into the hearts and minds
of God’s people. Today, rather than killing
sacrificial lambs, and having the high priest
go into the Holy of Holies once a year to make
payment for the sins of the people, we now are
covered by the blood of Christ. The contrast is
found in Jesus’s words in His Sermon on the
Mount. The law says, “Do not commit adultery.”
Under grace, Jesus says, “Don’t lust in your
heart.” The law says, “Don’t kill” -- and Jesus
in the New Testament says, “Don’t carry hatred
in your heart.” The law says, “Don’t do it,” and
grace says, “Don’t think it.”
APPLICATION
R e m e m b e r, t h e o l d c o v e n a n t h a s b e e n
rendered inoperative. Paul likened the law to
the schoolmaster (live-in slave) whose duty
it was to accompany the children to school.
Once there, the schoolmaster’s duty was done
for the day. The law is what ushered us into
the age of grace. No longer do we serve the
law -- but now we are under Christ. Paul gave
a strong message to the Galatians when he
asked in Galatians 3:2, “Received ye the Spirit
by the works of the law, or by the hearing of
faith?” And all through that chapter Paul makes
comparisons the works of the law as opposed to
walking in faith. This means that under the new
covenant, works does not produce faith -- but
faith produces works. (Ephesians 2:8-9)
CHALLENGE:
This challenge is especially meant for anyone
and everyone who were taught that a person is
saved by works, or faith with a “mixture” of
works. Consider these questions, when you
examine your relationship with the Father.

THE STUDY
1. He was now free to take care of His
thirst. (John 19:29-30) “Now there was set a
1. If works were essential to receiving
vessel full of vinegar: and they filled a sponge
with vinegar, and put it upon hyssop, and put eternal life, then at what point can you say
i t t o h i s m o u t h . W h e n J e s u s t h e r e f o r e h a d you’ve done enough?
2. How can works in the flesh produce
received the vinegar, he said, It is finished: and
spiritual life?
he bowed his head, and gave up the ghost.”
Why did He refuse the “sour wine” earlier?
Remember, Ephesians 2:10 tells us that
I believe the answer is found in Isaiah 53:4:
“Surely he hath borne our griefs, and carried “We are his workmanship, created in Christ
our sorrows: yet we did esteem him stricken, Jesus unto (or: “in order to do”) good works,
smitten of God, and afflicted.” To have had which God hath before ordained that we should
the numbing effect of the vinegar would have walk in them.” Again, the work of salvation was
been to negate the prophecy of His “bearing finished when Jesus declared it was finished
our griefs” and “carrying our sorrows.” Jesus’s just seconds before dying.
desire was to be totally
cognizant of His payment for
Paul Gauntt is the former BMA of Texas
the sin of man. Isaiah 53:10
Department of Church Ministries director.
says, “Yet it pleased the Lord
He has served several churches as pastor,
to bruise him; he hath put him
and is a correspondent and featured article
to grief. . .”
2. No longer was it
necessary for the priests to

writer for Baptist Progress. Contact him at
paul.gauntt@att.net.
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Jacksonville College
Now Oﬀering Associate
Degrees Online
By DR. MIKE SMITH
E ff e c t i v e t h i s M a y, J a c k s o n v i l l e C o l l e g e w i l l
begin offering its first fully online associate degree
program. The Southern Association of Colleges and
Schools Commission on Colleges (SACSCOC) has
approved Jacksonville College’s request to offer 50%
or more of the credits for degree and diploma programs
via electronic distance learning (online courses).
According to JC Academic Dean Lynn Nabi, “This
approval from SACSCOC shows their faith in the
educational degree we are providing to our students.
This will provide long-term stability and growth for
Jacksonville College.”
The new online degree program will benefit students
who have difficulty physically commuting to classes.
The flexibility of being able to arrange classes around
their own schedule and from any location will allow
many students to earn a degree while saving time
and money that would otherwise be spent commuting
to and from campus. Individuals with difficult work
demands, family responsibilities, physical limitations,
or generally busy schedules will be able to attend
virtual classes on their own schedules. Students from
all over the world will now be able to earn an associate
degree from Jacksonville College without stepping on
campus.
J a c k s o n v i l l e C o l l e g e s u b s c r i b e s t o t h e Te x a s
Common Course Numbering System, and core course
credits easily transfer to participating institutions. As a
faith based junior college with a state based curriculum,
Jacksonville College also offers a solid foundation for
ministerial students who wish to complete the Texas
Core courses necessary to pursue a degree at the BMA
Theological Seminary in Jacksonville.
Be sure to take advantage of Jacksonville College’s
online courses. Registration is ongoing, and tuition
rates are reduced for Maymester and Summer I and
II. Summer Pell Grants are available for those who
qualify.

Dr. Mike Smith is the president of Jacksonville
College. Contact him at msmith@jacksonvillecollege.edu or 903-589-7106. You may also
visit the Jacksonville College website, www.
jacksonville-college.edu
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SCHEDULE FOR
SUMMER AND FALL 2015
Maymester
(all online courses): May 14 - 29

Summer I
(online and face-to-face courses): June 2 - July 2

Summer I
(online and face-to-face courses): July 8 to August 6

Summer I
(online and face-to-face courses): August 17 to November 24
Students can take up to 7 hours during Maymester, up to 10
hours during Summer I, and up to 10 hours during Summer II.
Full course schedules are available at www.jacksonville-college.edu. Online application for admission is available for new
students, and current students may register for classes online.

