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By BAPTIST PROGRESS STAFF
The 2016 Annual Meeting of the Baptist Missionary Association of America was
attended by 440 messengers and 182 visitors for a total of 622 people April 25-27.
Represented by letter were 245, with 200 represented by messenger. Future meetings
will be held on a rotation basis in Texas, Arkansas and Mississippi. The 2017 meeting
will be held at the Arlington Convention Center in Arlington May 1-3.

2016-2017 OFFICERS

Elected to serve as BMAA ofﬁcers for the 2016-2017 associational year were Paul
White, president; Jeff Swart, ﬁrst vice president; Mark Livingston, second vice president;
and Greg Medenwald, Jerome Cooper and James Ray Raines, recording clerks.

▲ 2016-2017 BMAA Oﬃcers (l to r): Paul White, president; Jeﬀ Swart, first vice president; Mark Livingston,
second vice president; Greg Medenwald, Jerome Cooper and James Ray Raines, recording clerks

PETITIONING CHURCH

North Lake Baptist Church, Smithville, Missouri was accepted as a member church
by the BMA of America.

MISSIONARY COMMISSIONING SERVICE

When the Missions Advisory Committee met in February, Dr. John David Smith,
BMAA Missions executive director, informed the committee that there would be a
budget shortfall in 2016. Measures are being taken to counter the shortfall. Smith was
reelected as executive director. New missionaries commissioned for service included
Angel Colon, Vidalia, Louisiana; David Smart, associate to Matthew Prather, Dallas-Fort
Worth Area; Wilmer Carpio, Venezuela; Joe Costa, Middle East; Rana Costa, Middle
East; Carl Sookraj, Peru; Tatiana Tinoco, India and Susy Galvez, India.

▲ Grady Higgs, former BMAA Missions Executive Director leads missionary commissioning prayer
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May 4, 2016
Dear Pastor & Church,
Later this year, Baptist Progress will mark our 104th year of
ministry. Times are tough for newspapers, but I believe there is still a
need for a publication that informs the churches of the BMA of Texas
of what is happening in our member churches as well as through the
ministries of our departments.
In June, Baptist Progress asks that your church send $104 for
104 years of ministry. Currently, we have a budget shortfall of just over
$16,000. Had it not been for some unexpected income earlier in the year,
our shortfall would be much greater. It would only take 154 churches
giving $104 each to more than make up for our budget shortfall.
The problem is, last year, only 52 churches, groups, classes or
individuals gave an anniversary offering. Each year, the Baptist
Trumpet, Arkansas’ BMA paper far surpasses Baptist Progress in their
offering campaign, bringing in well over $20,000, sometimes much
more. I believe our member churches and subscribers could do the same.

Perhaps this year your church
would give Baptist Progress $208 –
104 for 104 years of ministry, and
another $104 for 104 more years of
ministry. Something else to consider
is receiving a plate offering for Baptist
Progress on a Sunday of your choice
in June. Your offerings are needed, and
we appreciate all who participate.
A list of contributors will be
posted in the July 6 issue of Baptist
Progress.
Thank you for leading your church
in this effort.
For His Glory,
Jerry Fulton
Baptist Progress Editor

▲ Jerry Fulton

Character Counts
By LARRY BARKER
We live in a world today where it seems that competencies
and skills are valued far more than character. Character
counts to God and it should matter to us. In the two primary
passages on leadership for churches, 1 Timothy 3 and Titus
1, the qualiﬁcations overwhelmingly focus on character, not
ability. There is one exception: teaching!
But God is far more interested in who we are than what we
do. The scriptures make it clear that God’s focus is character
and the heart of man, not outward appearances.
John 7:24 says, “Stop judging according to outward
appearances; rather judge according to righteous judgment.”
Matthew 15:16-20 says, “But what comes out of the mouth
comes from the heart, and this defiles a man. For from
the heart come evil thoughts, murders, adulteries, sexual
immoralities, thefts, false testimonies, blasphemies. These are
the things that deﬁle a man, but eating with unwashed hands
does not deﬁle a man.” Following all the outward rituals does
not insure the having right heart!
Here are some great quotes on character:
• Howard Hendricks: “The greatest crisis in the world
today is a crisis of leadership and the greatest crisis
in leadership is a crisis of character.”
• General Norman Schwarzkopf: “99 percent of
leadership failures are failures of character.”
• Coach John Wooden: “Be more concerned with your
character than with your reputation, because your
character is what you really are while your reputation
is merely what others think you are.”
• Arthur Friedman: “Men of genius are admired. Men
of wealth are envied. Men of power are feared but
only men of character are trusted.”
• David Star Jordan: “Wisdom is knowing what to
do next, skill is knowing how to do it, and virtue is
doing it!”
Unfortunately, all too often we focus too much on ability
and skill and too little on character. In Leaders Who Last,
Dave Kraft compares capacity and competence to gliders.
They can ﬂy and stay up in the air soaring for a while but
not indeﬁnitely. They eventually will come down and they
do not hold up well during turbulent times. Maybe this why
some leaders come crashing down so hard. They have been
elevated too quickly because of their charisma or capabilities
but their character is not equal to the task?
Kraft goes on to say, “Who you are will take you much
farther than what you can do. Character will stand the test of
time and hold up when the winds howl and the storm rages
around you.” So how do we develop character like he just
described? Kraft also points out, “Character development is
not a short-term project, but a lifelong pursuit.” It is walking
with Christ daily and developing an intimacy with Him. If we

desire Christlike character then we must spend time with Him
and abide in Him.
The importance of our daily spiritual disciplines cannot
be overstated. Hopefully, we do not come to our daily quiet
time with the Lord just so we can check it off of our list,
fulfill our obligation, or feel good about doing what we
should have done. Following Christ is about developing a
relationship with Him. Great men and women of God are
great because they enjoy exceptional intimacy with Christ.
Here is an excellent example from John Ortberg in his article,
“Motorboats, Sailboats, and Rafts,” on how to approach our
daily habits of the heart:
“One of the analogies that has been kind of helpful to me
is the difference between a motorboat, a raft, and a sailboat.
In a motorboat, I’m in charge. I determine how fast we’re
going to go, and in what direction. Some people approach
spiritual disciplines that way. If I’m just aggressive enough, if
I have enough quiet times, I can make transformation happen
on my own. Some people have been burned by that kind of
approach, so they go to the opposite extreme and will say,
‘I’m into grace.’ It’s like they’re ﬂoating on a raft. If you
ask them to do anything to further their growth, they’ll say,
‘Hey, no. I’m not into works. I’m into grace. You’re getting
legalistic with me.’ So they drift. There are way too many
commands in Scripture for anybody to think that we’re called
to be passive.
On a sailboat, however, I don’t move if it’s not for the
wind. I can’t control the wind. I don’t manufacture the wind.
Jesus talks about the Spirit blowing like the wind. But there
is a role for me to play, and part of it has to do with what I

need to discern. A good sailor will discern, ‘Where’s the wind
at work? How should I set the sails?’ Practicing spiritual
disciplines is like sailing.”
It is important to remember Zech. 4:6, “Not by might, nor
by power, but by my Spirit, says the Lord.” And Acts 2:1-4,
“When the day of Pentecost came, they were all together in
one place. Suddenly there came from heaven a sound like
a mighty rushing wind, and it ﬁlled the whole house where
they were sitting.” We cannot control the wind, nor can
we manufacture it, but all too often we try to produce His
presence and power ourselves. Phil. 2:13, “For it is God who
is working in you, enabling you both to desire and the ability
to work out His good purpose.”
For Him to work on us we must place ourselves in the
position to be ﬁlled with His presence and power. How do we
do that so that we can develop Christ-like character?
• Make sure you are relying on His energy, not your own!
• Make sure you are pursuing His plans and purpose, not
your own!
• Make sure you desire His presence in your life more
than His blessings!
• Make sure you are abiding in His presence daily!

Larry Barker is the pastor of Cornerstone,
Jacksonville. He also serves as the
operations director for North American
Missions. For more information or to
contact him, visit www.bmamissions.org.
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An expression of everlasting love
Many of our friends choose to honor or
remember a family member, a friend or an
associate with a gift for the children of the
Baptist Home. Texas Baptist Home, in turn,
notiﬁes the appropriate person. Listed in capital
letters are those honored or remembered from
April 1, 2016 – April 30, 2016.

ENDOWMENTS
E ANN PACE: Karl & Martha Pace

HONORARIUMS

Duﬄe bags for children

PALMER ANDERSON: James & Susan
Anderson
KEN DUNSBERY: Roy & Elizabeth Talbot
DOROTHY OLCHESKY: Patsy Webb

MEMORIALS
JUDY BALDONADO: Red Spring Missionary
Baptist Church, Tyler
WALTER BECKER: Dennis & Ilona Myrice
JOE COCHRAN: Thomas & Mary Hunt
JOHN CONN: Billy & D’Andra Smith; Beatrice
Conn
ARTHUR CRAWFORD: Lloyd & Barbara
Turner
GREGORY GARCIA: Fair Park Baptist Church
OREDA GAUNTT: Charles & Portia Gordon
BILLY GRAY: Clay & Tammy Wilderson
HEATH: Jimmy Ray & Cynthia Green
WAYNE KEELING: Euel & Barbara Faulkner;
Ida Keeling; Mrs. Billie J McRaw; Joyce
Billingsley; Liberty Baptist Church, Henderson
BETTY LANGFORD: John & Betty Langford
FREDDY MARSH: Linda Watts; Richard & Kay
Jones
OSCAR MCANALLY: Treasure Cove Mall
LARRY ROSS: Clyde & Debra Wilson
JANIE LEE RUMBAUGH: Fifth Street Baptist
Church WMA, Levelland
LOWELL SCHECHLER: Stephen & Helen
White
MR. CLARENCE SCRUGGS: David & Deana
McAdams
CORKY SMITH: D Medcalf
CLARENCE STEWART: Mavis Stewart
JOYCE STICE: Mark & Sherrie Hutson;
Calvary Baptist Church, Midlothian; Donald &
Peggy Campbell; Gordon & Joan Knight; Anna
Brown
MODEAN VENT: China Grove Baptist Church,
Carthage
MICHAEL WOODRUM: Encouragers Sunday
School Class from New Hope Baptist Church,
Mineola,
ALICE WORLEY: Maxine Caveness
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By EDDIE MARSH

Texas Baptist Home President
The Together We Rise project for Texas Baptist Home
for Children proved to be a great success. The program
provides duffle bags for children who are in foster care.
One TBHC employee discovered this great opportunity
and through her efforts the Home was able to reap the
benefits.
The children often arrive with only the clothes on their

back and a few items in a trash bag. Each child will now
have a nice bag that will be theirs to use when needed.
Staff from TBH and many volunteers decorated and
filled the bags. Some of the restaurants in Waxahachie
provided lunch for the workers. The Home appreciates
each one who helped with this project by purchasing the
bags or by helping to fill them.

Ghana Bound – A marathon of Shepherd Bags shipments!
By FONDA NORRIS

EIM Shepherd Bags Coordinator
I’m happy to add this update to my previous
Shepherd Bags article that I reported on in
many of our BMAA state papers in February.
Since that report, Evangelistic International
Ministries (EIM) has had yet “another” shipment
of Shepherd Bags. We shipped 16,068 Shepherd
Bags to Ghana, West Africa!
To say we’ve had a banner year in our Shepherd
Bags Ministry would be an understatement. A
more accurate statement would be we’ve had
an extremely busy but blessed ﬁve months here
at the assembly warehouse in Warren. BUSY in
that we’ve had large shipments go out to three
different countries from Dec. 2015 to March
2016 as well as two churches taking the Shepherd
Bags with them on their mission trips. BLESSED
in that in addition to last month’s shipment to
Ghana, we’ve assembled and shipped a total
of 55,150 Shepherd Bags in ﬁve months! That
is a record in our 17 years of assembling bags!
They are currently in the countries of Honduras,
the Philippines, Mexico, Nicaragua, and now
Ghana being used to preach the Gospel of Jesus
Christ!! I marvel at what God can accomplish
using resources He supplies through His people,
willing workers to help and sometimes just a lot
of hard physical labor.
We are looking forward to being able to

go into schools and villages in Ghana this
summer with our Overseas Bible School team
and distribute many of the bags. It’s always
exciting to hear BMA Minister and EIM Founder
Bro. Rocky Goodwin take the John 3:16 Frisbee
(as shown in the photo while in Ghana) and the
Gospel story/color book designed especially for
our Shepherd Bags and speak to the children
of God’s love for them and present the plan
of salvation using these teaching tools that we
place in all of our Shepherd Bags. To date, we
have had our John 3:16 Frisbees printed in ﬁve
languages. When we see them ﬂying around the
school yards, remote villages, out in the bush
of Africa or the jungles along the Amazon we
ask ourselves, “God, where will You take Your
Word?” Only heaven will reveal that awesome
truth as we know “His Word will not return unto
Him void.”
Our unisex Shepherd Bags continue to be
a great cost effective tool that not only blesses
children and brings many happy faces, but it also
opens many doors for EIM to go and make Jesus’
name known among the nations.
Please continue to pray for the Shepherd Bags
Ministry as we continue to be faithful stewards of
all that God sends our way through your support.
We take all monies donated for Shepherd Bags

and use it to purchase items to go into the
bags, have our EIM Gospel story/color books
printed, and pay all shipping and in-country
transportation costs.
We always remind everyone that we make
bags all year long as long as God provides funds.
As of now, due to the large number of Shepherd
Bags shipments, we have depleted our funds so
we are waiting to allow our funds to build back
up. We’re praying summer time brings many
VBS offerings that will allow us to begin to get
back to work soon.
If you would like to ﬁnd out how you can be
involved in the Shepherd Bags Ministry, visit
our website at www.eimworldwide.org and go to
the Shepherd Bags link. Or you can call us here
anytime at 870-226-3626.
Our summer Shepherd Bags distribution
trips are already ﬁlled but if you are interested in
taking a trip to hand out bags and bless children
in Honduras, our next available trip is: Nov. 28Dec. 2. We book our trips early so don’t delay
and come with us and watch God work using a
simple one gallon zip-loc bag.
Please continue to pray that we will be found
faithful to what God has ordained for EIM to do
and that is preach the Gospel of Jesus Christ to
the lost all around the world.

Hunt speaks to BMA of America
By BAPTIST PROGRESS STAFF
Johnny Hunt, pastor
of First Woodstock,
Georgia for 30 years,
brought a message
prior to the missionary
commissioning
service in Gatlinburg,
Tennessee. He shared
that when he was six
years old, his father
passed away. His
▲ Dr. Johnny Hunt
mother raised his
family alone, and at the age of 16, he dropped out
of school and hustled in a pool room for four years.
When he was 20 years of age, a carpenter
invited him to church. Five weeks later, he gave his
life to a Carpenter—Jesus Christ.
He said, “If God can use Johnny Hunt from
where he came from, He can use you. It’s not what

we bring to Him, it’s what He’s given you that
brings Him glory and honor.’
Hunt preached from his favorite scripture,
Psalm 126.
He urged those in attendance to understand that
God can use anyone anywhere.
“It’s not your location that makes you
effective,” he said, “it’s what you’re doing where
you are.”
The pastor encouraged, “Take your Bible and
lead the others where you want them to go. That’s
discipleship! We need God to help us be passionate
so we never forget what it’s like to be lost. Always
preach the gospel in conﬁdence and truth.”
Hunt preached, “experience the blessing of
being saved.” A real salvation changes a person
forever. God has a way of pricking and prodding
a man’s heart. In Acts 12 Simon was in prison.
God sent him an angel to set him free. He said he

thought it was a vision. There are some things that
God will allow to happen in our lives that seem
unreal—too good to be true. Nobody can ever
move from the realness of the real salvation in
your own life. Charles Spurgeon said when he got
saved he lost 80 percent of his vocabulary.
Hunt said, “A Christian is full of joy.” Salvation
begins with gratitude that commences with
gladness. We have family and friends that are
still in need of being rescued. This should be a
pep rally to win others to faith. This prayer is
carved with such intensity it has two meanings.
If you don’t send them out, send us back. If you
won’t forgive them, block me out. Do whatever is
necessary to win them to Christ. Are we going to
be keepers of the aquarium or ﬁshers of men? All
of us are commissioned. A seed in a basket will not
produce harvest. God never said there’s power in
your story. He said there’s power in the gospel. If

we’ve got conﬁdence in the seed we leave it with
God the Father.”
He concluded, “Adrian Rogers said, ‘A God
given program is not given half a hallelujah,’”
The winners of souls are weepers of souls. Jesus
wept over Lazarus, a man; Israel, a nation and the
world, ours. A program without a passion will only
produce dreams not streams. Sowing precious
seed produces precious fruit. The seed is pure,
productive, and powerful. How does a seed die and
then bring forth fruit. Jeremiah said, “Thy word is
a hammer.” When a seed dies it brings forth fruit.
The hardest hearted man and woman shows up
Sunday and you preach like a dying man to dying
people. And God saves men, women and children!
Worship fades into oblivion when someone’s lives
are changed. It’s a God-given promise. Jesus never
fails. They that sow in tears reap in joy. Be faithful
and preach the gospel!
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A word from your Missionaries:

By HEITH MITCHELL

BMA Texas Missions Director

ARNULFO MALDONADO –
TEXAS HISPANIC COORDINATOR

Right now, between
implementing a Spanish Bible
Institute in Humble, coordinating
eight other church plants, looking
for more opportunities, and coming
the Dallas area is a hand full but
we love it. We are all to fulfill the
Great Commission. Our Mission
is to give every Spanish speaking ▲ Arnulfo Maldonado
person an opportunity to listen to the message of hope,
the Good News of Jesus Christ. Pray for us.

DARREN LEMONS –
THE REFUGE MISSION, TERRELL

God is an awesome God. We
were able to serve at the Terrell
H e r i t a g e
Jubilee. Our
church set up a
baby changing
area, cell phone
charging station,
▲ Darren Lemons
drove shuttles,
worked barricades, judged BBQ, and
played in a band at the main stage.

the same spirit in us and the same power to do the work
of the ministry. Ephesians 4

CECIL LINKE –
JOURNEY COMMUNITY MISSION, ALLEN

For the last several years, Journey
has a crawfish boil in the month
of April. The event is designed
to be something we intentionally
invite our friends and neighbors to
attend. Nearly 40 percent of those
who attend do not go to Journey
but have a connection or friend at
Journey. These kinds of events do ▲ Cecil Linke
not necessarily cause a huge bump in attendance the next
Sunday - but they are great ways to encourage everyone to
be thinking about who they can be praying and seeking to
share the gospel with on a regular basis. Most of us need
intentional events to help us stay focused on the mission.
What kind of regular life events can you use to help you
think more about your neighbors and friends who have yet
to discover Jesus Christ?

WILL HUTCHINSON –
RESONATE COMMUNITY CHURCH, HUTTO

We recently had a community
leader pass away. Patti was an
inspiration to the entire town and
loved everyone. She opened the
door for so many to get involved
in Hutto. If you asked her why
she would say it was because she
loved people. After talking with
her multiple time and spending ▲ Will Hutchinson
hours doing things together she told me why she loved
people. Patti wasn't a "minister" but she made a way for
Christ to be in the lives of Hutto citizens like no one else.
You don't have to be a called minister to change your
community. You just have to love people. Patti was Gods
servant and an inspiration to all of us. I would ask you to
let go of your fear and love unconditionally. We all carry
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LIFE CHANGE MISSION –
DEWEY DAVIDSON, RICK SYDNOR, TOBY GOODMAN

We want to begin by saying thank you for giving us a place to
share the gospel and see people come to Christ. This month we had
an outreach service at a Lindale park and saw eight come to Christ.

Pray for us that we can
ﬁnd a permanent place
to meet for weekly
b i b l e s t u d y. A l s o
please pray for our
sports camp on July
16th.

▲ Dewey Davidson

▲ Rick Sydnor

▲ Toby Goodman

U PDAT E ON G A R Y S OU T H A R D –
T H E C H U R C H AT VA L L E Y R A N C H, PORT E R

The flooding in Houston left
Gary and Rhonda’s house with
4” of water throughout. Most
of their belongings were ok but
the flooring and sheetrock had
to be replaced. Members of the
Valley Ranch Mission and other
BMA churches have really
come together to help.
T h e ▲ Gary Southard
work
is underway and several
churches have sent
d o n a t i o n s t o h e l p . ( We
are better together.)
A b i g “ T h a n k Yo u ”
f r o m Yo u r C h u r c h ’ s
Mission Movement in
Texas

Heith Mitchell is the director of BMA
of Texas Missions. Contact him at
hmitchell@bmatexas.org or 972-9230757. Visit www.bmatexasmissions.org.
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HEAVEN IS A FREE GIFT!
It is not earned or deserved. No amount of effort or good works
can earn a place for you in heaven. Why?
Because . . .
MAN IS A SINNER.
“For all have sinned . . .” (Rom. 3:23)
Because of this, man cannot save himself.
GOD.
On the one hand, God is merciful and does not want to punish
us. Yet God is just and must punish sin. God solved this problem
for us in the Person of . . .
JESUS CHRIST.
He died on the cross to pay the penalty for our sins and rose
from the grave to purchase a place for us in heaven—“the Lord
has laid on Him (Jesus) the iniquity of us all” (Isa. 53:6).
THE GIFT IS RECEIVED BY FAITH.
Saving faith is trusting in Jesus Christ alone for eternal life. It
means resting on Christ alone and what He has done, rather
than what you or I have done to get us into heaven. “Believe
on (or trust in) the Lord Jesus Christ and you will be saved” (Acts
16:31).
SO MAY WE ASK . . .
Have you received God’s free gift of eternal life?
The Bible assures us in 1 John 5:13 that we can know we have
eternal life.
Do you know for sure that you are going to heaven when you
die?
The Bible says, “Whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord
shall be saved.” If you are willing to repent (turn away from your
sin and to the Lord Jesus) you can receive the free gift of eternal
life by simply praying:
Lord Jesus, I know I am a sinner and do not deserve eternal life.
But I believe You died and rose from the grave to purchase a place
in heaven for me. Jesus, come into my life, take control of my life,
forgive my sins, and save me. I am now placing my trust in You
alone for my salvation, and I accept your free gift of eternal life.

New workshops added!

Baptist Progress Ministry Connection Workshops
Mobilizing People for Ministry
WHEN: Thursday, July 21, 2016; 10 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
WHERE: BMA of Texas Building, Waxahachie
WHO: Dr. Blanton Feaster, education pastor, Farley Street Baptist Church, Waxahachie
Intentional Interim Pastor & Pastor Search Team Training
WHEN: Thursday, August 25; 10 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
WHERE: BMA of Texas Building, Waxahachie
WHO: Dr. Mike Smith, president, Jacksonville College
Transitioning to Small Groups
WHEN: Thursday, Sept. 22, 2016; 10 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
WHERE: BMA of Texas Building, Waxahachie
WHO: Dr. Blanton Feaster, education pastor, Farley Street Baptist Church, Waxahachie
Understanding Generations
WHEN: Thursday, Oct. 20, 2016; 10 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
WHERE: BMA of Texas Building, Waxahachie
WHO: Jerry Burnaman, manager, Baptist Missionary Loan Association

Baptist Progress Ministry Connection Conference
Baptist Progress & Ellis-Hill Baptist Association Ministry Connection Conference
WHEN: Monday, Nov. 14, 2016; Schedule TBD
WHERE: Farley Street Baptist Church, Waxahachie
WHO: Brian Free & Assurance in Concert; Speakers include Jonathan Falwell, Dr. John Bisagno and Jerry Jolly
To register for any of the workshops or the conference above, please go to http://www.
baptistprogress.org/registration.html, email editor@baptistprogress.org or call 972923-0756. The conference and all workshops are free, but registration is required.
Seating is limited, so reserve your place today!
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Texas WMA project needs you
By SHARON COLE
Time is ﬂying by and we have only a few months to
reach our goal for the Texas WMA Project, funds for
a front-end loader tractor and mower for Jacksonville
College. We need to put our hearts and heads together to
help them. Jacksonville College has been our focus many
times for many years and it is important to our young
people.
There is a need to help the college in the physical work
that they do to make the campus presentable and make
the work easier. A tractor will help them keep the grounds
mowed and looking neat and moving heavy objects or
whatever is needed.
Summer is coming and here are a few suggestions that
can be done to raise money that will be fun in the process:
A watermelon olympics event. Charge a small fee or
ask for donations, for entering each event. (1) Watermelon
carving: award prizes for the most unusual, most creative,
ugliest, etc. (2) Seed shooting: Teams compete to see
who can shoot, using the thumb and foreﬁnger, The most
seeds into a can in three minutes. (3) Watermelon toss:
Using small (ice box melons), it’s incredible how far a
watermelon can be tossed. (4) Three legged watermelon
race: Tie two people’s legs together and have them hold
a watermelon together and race to a ﬁnish line. (5) Award
prizes such as watermelon ﬂavored Jolly Ranchers, gum or
jelly beans.
Carryout dinner. Plan the night and sell tickets ahead
of time for a full dinner that can be packed in a Styrofoam
carry box. Suggestions: (Baked chicken, green beans,
salad and dessert) (BBQ sandwiches, potato salad and
dessert) (Enchiladas, rice, refried beans, chips & salsa and
dessert).
Karakoe night. All ages can enjoy this. Each person
pays a certain fee or makes donation to sing, read a poem,

or do a group skit. Light refreshments can be served
(cookies & drinks). You can even combine this with a bake
sale and ask donations from those who come to listen. ~ A
Sunday night fellowship dinner of chicken spaghetti and
the trimmings. Have fun with whatever you do.

DISTRICT NEWS

Cherokee District WMA met April 12, 2016 with
Enterprise, Jacksonville with a prepared meal with the
help of Mt. Selman, Bullard.
Before the regular meeting Jacob Gercker from the
BMA Seminary gave a brief story about the Torah that
was on display for the program. Guest speaker from the
Seminary, also was Masoud Edrisamerl, his wife and four
boys. He spoke about his childhood and how his faith in
God brought him and later his family all the way from Iran
to Turkey, then United States and the Seminary in 2013.
His heart-warming story made us grateful that we are
blessed to live in the United States.
Special music, “God on the Mountain,” was presented
by Karen Harredison. Texas WMA President, Sherry
Decker encouraged all as we go about our daily routines to
Have Faith and Pray Big.
Cherokee District welcomed a new WMA group into
the fold: First, Maydelle. Each church in the district is
encouraged to bring homemade cookies in Ziploc bags
for the students of Jacksonville College during their ﬁnal
exams.
Cherokee District WMA will host the Texas Ladies’
Retreat held at Cornerstone, Jacksonville Sept. 17, 2016.
Afton Grove received the attendance banner. The next
meeting will be with First, Jacksonville July 12, 2016.
Wood County WMA met with New Hope Baptist
Church for their annual Tea April 2, 2016. The theme

this year was Beautiful Garden of Prayer. President, Julie
Kearby welcomed the 60 ladies attending. After a time
of food and fellowship, we enjoyed singing “Beautiful
Garden of Prayer,” and “Sweet Hour of Prayer.” The ﬁrst
speaker on the program was Stephanie Corley who spoke
on how God answered her and her husband’s prayers when
they decided to adopt two children. The second speaker,
Jackie Ricks, told us how God sometimes answers our
prayers immediately. God knows the plans He has for
us. After special prayer time, door prizes were given.
Everyone enjoyed this special time of fellowship.
The quarterly Wood County WMA meeting was held
April 8, 2016 with Rose Hill Baptist Church, Mineola with
President Julie Kearby, presiding. The host church served
a delicious brunch on tables decorated with yellow cloths
and centerpieces of ﬂower arrangements which were used
as door prizes. Special speaker, Alisha Johnson, from the
Seminary Library, spoke about and entertained a questionanswer session afterward.
Macedonia Baptist Church WMA received the
attendance banner. Myrtle Springs, Quitman will be host
to the July 8 meeting.
Mt. Olive WMA met with Antioch, Carthage April 26.
They began with a delicious meal of chicken spaghetti,
salads, sides and desserts.
Second Vice President Shawn Norris presided over the
quarterly business meeting. The project, ﬁ re prevent ion
equipment for Daniel Springs, was discussed and to work
with the director in installing smoke detectors in the
cabins.
To begin the program, the theme song, (Christian
version) of “Bridge Over Troubled Waters” was sung. The
program topic was “Building Bridges from our Church to
the Community using Matthew 5:13-15 which tells us to
be salt to those we meet, a good ﬂavor in the world that
points others to Christ. We are also to be light in a world
of darkness because Jesus in the light within us. In order to
build a bridge from the church to the community, we need
to grow spiritually and accept the responsibility of reaching
the lost. It is every church members’ responsibility, not
just the pastor’s, to worship, learn and go out and reach
them. Bro. Rodger Cole led in a dedication prayer for the
WMA and all ladies of our churches that they will glorify
God in all that they do.

Sharon Cole is the editor for the Texas
WMA. Contact her at S9Co@aol.com. For
more information on the Texas WMA,
visit www.texaswma.com.
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EVENTS
MAY 17-JUNE 2, 2016

Maymester at Jacksonville College

MAY 22, 2016

Homecoming
Antioch, Gilmer
10:30 a.m.

JUNE 5, 2016

104th Homecoming
Little Flock, Lufkin
Lester Foreman, guest speaker
The Plainsmen will provide gospel singing
Lunch following worship
10 a.m.

JUNE 6-JULY 7, 2016

Summer Term I at Jacksonville College

JUNE 6-8, 2016

VBS--Noah's Ark Theme
Ocean Commotion
Elwood, Wills Point
6:30-8 p.m.

JULY 11-AUGUST 10, 2016

Summer Term II at Jacksonville College

JULY 21, 2016

Baptist Progress
Ministry Connection Workshop,
How to Revitalize Your Church
BMA of Texas Building,
632 Farley St., Waxahachie, Texas
Time TBD
No cost
RSVP editor@baptistprogress.org
or 972-923-0756.

SEPTEMBER 22, 2016

Baptist Progress Ministry Connection
Workshop
TBD

NOVEMBER 14, 2016

Baptist Progress &
Ellis County Baptist Association
Host Ministry Connection Conference
Farley Street Baptist Church,
Waxahachie, Texas
Details TBD

PERSONNEL & POSITIONS

HALL
FURNITURE LTD.
Fine Church Furniture
since 1939
P.O. Box 157
(1321 Industrial Dr.)
Henderson, TX 75653
903-657-4501
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MAY 1, 2016

AVAILABLE POSITIONS

PASTOR—First, Shady Grove, Laurel, Mississippi is seeking a pastor. Send
resume to fbcshadygrove@yahoo.com. Phone inquiries should be made to
Don Brown at 601-426-3293. 6/1
YOUTH—First of Cross Roads, Athens is seeking a full-time youth minister/
associate pastor to develop and oversee a program for youth to win the
lost to Christ and help Christians mature in Him. Additional responsibilities
include aiding the pastor in his duties. Parsonage available. For information
or to apply, contact Frank Upchurch at lindaupchurch15@gmail.com. 8/3
PASTOR—Enon, Iola is seeking a full-time pastor. For information, call 281731-7850.
PASTOR—Sand Flat, Grand Saline is seeking a full-time or bivocational
pastor. Send resume to Loyd Nations, 1950 FM 1519, Grand Saline, Texas
75140, loydleenations@gmail.com or call 903-312-8001. 5/18
YOUTH—Park Avenue, Searcy, Arkansas is seeking a youth director. Send
resume to ATTN: Keith Lunceford, c/o Park Avenue Baptist Church, 211 E.
Park Avenue in Searcy, Arkansas 72143 or email to keith@vuewireless.
com. All resumes will be handled privately and discreetly. Please include a
photograph.
PASTOR—Ashmore, Loop is seeking a pastor (full-time or bivocational).
Send resume to Ashmore Baptist Church c/o Tom Ingle, PO Box 346, Loop,
Texas 79342, ashmore4u@outlook.com or call Tom Ingle 806-928-8843/
Loyd Halbrooks @ 806-759-2095.
PASTOR—Blackjack, Troup is seeking a bivocational pastor. Send resume
to the church at blackjackbaptistchurch@gmail.com or P.O. Box 605, Troup,
Texas 75789.
PASTOR—Fifth Street, Levelland is seeking a pastor. Send resume to
Pastor Search Committee—Larry Beadles, 1009 5th Street, Levelland,
Texas 79336 or Lbeadles@msn.com. 7/20
MUSIC/YOUTH— Lake Highlands, Sulphur Springs is seeking a fulltime
youth/music minister. Send resume to Lake Highlands Baptist Church, P.O.
Box 441, Sulphur Springs, Texas 75483-0441.
PASTOR—Myrtle Springs, Quitman is seeking a pastor. Send resume to
Myrtle Springs Baptist Church, 2185 FM 2225, Quitman, Texas 75783. TFN

NOVEMBER 15-16, 2016

BMA of Texas 116th Annual Session
Farley Street Baptist Church,
Waxahachie, Texas

CHURCHES IN REVIEW

TRINIDAD BACCALAUREATE
LAKESIDE, TRINIDAD thanks the senior class of Trinidad High School for
requesting that Lakeside Baptist Church host the baccalaureate service this
year, May 19 at 6 p.m. Cory Jenkins will be the speaker for the service.
Refreshments will be provided following the service.

CHURCH NEWS
ROSEWOOD, GILMER recently welcomed Dale and Celia Broom,
missionaries to Ghana. They presented a video of their ministries in Ghana
and Bro. Broom delivered the morning message.

Church

SS

Anthony Drive, Ennis

Worship

Additions

96

Cedar Creek, Teague

10

18

Farley Street, Waxahachie

496

699

First, Crandall

68

94

First, Omen

40

66

First, Palmer

60

84

Glade Creek, Gilmer

24

52

Harvest, Lufkin

54

60

Jackson, Joaquin

77

162

Little Flock, Lufkin

10

15

Little Flock, Jewett

5

17

New Harmony, Tyler

289

335

New Hope, Mineola

59

119

Pine Brook, Tyler

29

49

Piney Creek, Kennard

12

37

Rosewood, Gilmer

133

213

2 By Letter

Yellowpine Macedonia, Hemphill

18

24

2 By Statement

2 By Letter,
2 By Statement

1 By Baptism,
1 By Letter

MAY 8, 2016
Church

SS

Anthony Drive, Ennis

Worship

Additions

116

Antioch, Gilmer

44

91

Bethel, Groesbeck

40

42

Cedar Creek, Teague

14

20

Farley Street, Waxahachie

435

596

First, Blooming Grove

220

First, Omen

42

71

First, Palmer

59

106

Glade Creek, Gilmer

27

74

Harvest, Lufkin

45

70

Jackson, Joaquin

59

121

Little Flock, Lufkin

9

36

Little Flock, Jewett

10

22

New Harmony, Tyler

311

451

New Hope, Mineola

55

155

Pilgrim Rest #2, Golden

42

72

Pine Brook, Tyler

41

69

Rosewood, Gilmer

107

282

Yellowpine Macedonia, Hemphill

14

19

1 By Baptism

2 By Statement

3 By Baptism

For publication, statistics for Churches in Review must be received by
Monday at 5 p.m. on Monday.

Matthew—King
By PAUL GAUNTT
DATE: June 5, 2016
TEXT: Mattthew 25:31-40; 27:35-37
OVERVIEW OF MATTHEW’S GOSPEL
In the Gospel of Matthew, we find
information about the birth of Jesus, and
the ordeal experienced by Mary and Joseph
in their quest to return to their hometown
and register for the tax. Chapters 1-4
Matthew guides us through the ministry
of our Lord, up to the point of his death on
the cross. Much of what we know about
God living incarnate in the flesh on Earth
is recorded in Matthew. Jesus’ famous
Sermon on the Mount are recorded as well
as his miracles and teaching. Chapters
5-15
Matthew gives us a detailed account of
the finished works of Christ on the cross,
and the fact that salvation is only possible
through His death, burial and resurrection
from the dead. In the Gospel of Matthew,
we see many of the foreshadowing of the
Savior realized.
Matthew’s name appears in all the
biblical lists of the 12 apostles, although
Mark and Luke refer to him as Levi.

THREE OBSERVATIONS ABOUT MATTHEW as
seen in Matthew 9:9:
1. At the invitation of Jesus, Matthew
immediately arose and followed him.
There was no hesitation — no question —
Matthew just simply, and instantaneously
obeyed.

Mark—Servant
2. He was a most unlikely candidate
to be one of Christ’s disciples. Being a
tax-collector, he was hated by most all of
society, and he companied with people of
ill repute. Matthew 9:9
3. Upon following Jesus, he invited
Him and the disciples to dine with him
and his fellow tax collectors and other
sinners, bringing criticism upon Christ
and His followers by the legalists 9:1011.

MATTHEW SPEAKS OF JUDGEMENT Matthew
25:31-40
Matthew apparently was referring to
the judgement found in Revelation 20:46 - that grand and notable event when
Jesus comes in His glory, from Heaven,
accompanied by His entourage from
Heaven, to set up His kingdom and rule
on earth for 1000 years. Some refer to
this as the judgment of the nations. The
White Throne Judgement of the Lost will
occur at the end of the Millenial reign.
(Revelation 20:11-15 The Bema Seat
(Judgement seat of Christ) will occur
immediately following Christ’s rapture of
the saints. 2 Corinthians 5:10.

By PAUL GAUNTT
DATE: June 12, 2016

Peter apparently saw the great
maturity which Mark had acquired
because he referred to him as “his son.”
(1 Peter 5:13)
The story of Mark is a great source
of encouragement to any servant of
the Lord who has failed in life and
ministry. In Christ, there is forgiveness,
restitution and restoration. John Mark
was regarded as a great leader and
disciple.
Mark introduces John the Baptist and
his preparation for the coming Messiah
in Chapter 1.
In Chapter 2-10 Jesus selects His
Disciples and records His teaching,
healing and other miracles.
In Chapter 11-16, Mark covers the
death, burial and resurrection of Christ.

Although Mark’s gospel is the briefest
of all, much has been recorded about Mark
— also known as John Mark. He was a
close companion of the Apostle Peter (Acts
12:11-12) who went to John Mark’s mother’s
home immediately after being released from
prison.
Mark was a cousin to “the encourager”
Barnabas (Col. 4:10) and with his cousin,
Barnabas accompanied Paul on his first
missionary journey. But John Mark deserted
them along the way in Perga, and returned to
Jerusalem. (Acts 13:13)
John Mark’s desertion in the midst of
Paul’s missionary journey, was an object of
great dissension between Paul and Barnabas
when the latter wanted to take his cousin
with them on the second journey. (Acts
15:38-40)
But much later in life, John
Paul Gauntt is the pastor of First, Palmer.
Mark undoubtedly grew in
He served for a number of years as the BMA
grace and maturity, because
of Texas Department of Church Ministries
Paul told Timothy to “Get
director. He has served several churches as
pastor, and is a correspondent and featured
Mark and bring him with
article writer for Baptist Progress. Contact him
you, for he is useful to me for
at pop.gauntt@gmail.com.
ministry.” (2 Tim. 4:11)

MATTHEW SPEAKS OF THE SACRIFICE FOR SIN
Matthew 27-35-37
O l d Te s t a m e n t p r o p h e c i e s w e r e
fulfilled at the overwhelming grievous,
yet victorious scene of Christ's
crucifixion. Roman soldiers cast lots for
Christ’s garments,
and mockingly
placed a sign over
His head, saying
“This Is Jesus The
King Of The Jews.”
They were mocking,
not realizing how
true the statement
was. Many were
made to believe
— e v e n J e s u s ’s
half brother James,
who had been an
unbeliever (John
7:5) but according
to Acts 15:13-21
James obviously
became a believer,
as did many.
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