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A

fter serving the past six years as
Lifeword executive director, Dr.
Steve Crawley shared with BMA
staff his decision to step down on
Wednesday, Feb. 1, 2017. He will continue to
serve in his current role through the dates of the
2017 BMA national meeting (May 1-3) then
transition back to his former position of chief
financial officer.
“I am thankful to the churches of the BMA
for allowing me to serve in this capacity. While
I felt led to accept the position in 2011, I feel
the assignment God gave me in the role of
executive director has been completed, and it
is now time to step aside and let someone with
more media experience lead the ministry into
the next chapter,” said Crawley.
In Nov. of 2004, Dr. Crawley began serving
at Lifeword in development and finance.
Following the retirement of George Reddin
in 2011, the Lifeword board appointed him as
executive director. Prior to joining Lifeword,
Crawley worked in the field of finance as
corporate controller for Cellu Tissue Holdings,
Inc. He holds a BS (Southern Mississippi), a
MBA (William Carey University) in business, a
MAR in religion (BMA Seminary), and a PhD
in leadership (Dallas Baptist University). He
was ordained into the ministry by Vardaman
Street Baptist Church of Wiggins, Mississippi,
in Oct. of 2004.
During Dr. Crawley’s six years at Lifeword,
the broadcast language count has increased to

forty, and more than fifty Lifeword Community
Radio stations have been implemented. In
addition, integrated operations with sister BMA
departments at the new BMA Global Ministry
Center has occurred, reducing overhead
costs to Lifeword by $150,000 annually. The
ministry has also eliminated $605,000 of
debt and increased ministry expansion funds
by $700,000. Further, the Lifeword team
worked to assist in the migration of the former
Lifeword Foundation to become the BMA
Foundation in an effort to benefit other BMA
departments long term.
Dr. Crawley will continue to be involved in
the work of the BMA. “I’ve come to accept that
my call into ministry is somewhat unique, as I
find fulfillment working in the roles of finance
and administration within the kingdom. Though
I’m stepping down from my current position,
my heart’s desire is to do all I can to assist
the BMA with its missional mandate—making
disciples.”
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First Baptist Church of Rice

A

By JERRY FULTON
s most know, for about five years, I served as pastor
of Anthony Drive, Ennis, while continuing in my role
as editor of Baptist Progress. Now, I have a similar
opportunity that has been afforded me with First,
Rice. First, Rice extended a call to me to serve as their pastor
Feb. 5, 2016. The daily affairs of the church will be handled by
committees/ministry teams and staff, and I will be responsible
to preach on Sunday mornings, while providing leadership to
the church. Be assured, just as it was when I served as pastor of
Anthony Drive, Ennis, the ministry of Baptist Progress will take
priority. If ever I am needed to represent the department and/or the
BMA of Texas on a Sunday morning, I will do my best to make
myself available. I am excited to begin this new adventure and I
covet your prayers.

SPECIAL APPEAL TO BMA CHURCHES CONCERNING BMA OF
TEXAS BUILDING ROOF

The roof on the BMA of Texas building in Waxahachie is in dire

need of replacement. A bid of $27,422
has been received to make the repairs.
We are asking that BMA churches,
groups, classes and individuals
consider giving to this cause. Send
offerings to BMA of Texas, P.O. Box
73, Waxahachie, Texas 75168.

MINISTRY CONNECTION
WORKSHOP

You are invited to attend the next
Baptist Progress Ministry Connection
Workshop Thursday, March 9. Learn
how to better prepare expository ▲ Jerry Fulton
sermons as Bro. Jerry Burnaman
presents Patterns for Preaching. The workshop will be from 10
a.m. to 2 p.m. Lunch will be provided. Register now at www.
baptistprogress.org/registration.html or call 972-923-0756.

What every kid needs:
a role model
By RICHEY HESTER

M
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USPS: 043120 • ISSN: 005-5751
Published every first and third week of the month by
the Baptist Missionary Association of Texas
Jerry Fulton, Editor/Business Manager
editor@baptistprogress.org
P.O. Box 2085 • Waxahachie, Texas 75168
972-923-0756 (oﬃce) • 972-923-3534 (fax)
www.baptistprogress.org
Periodical postage paid
at Waxahachie, Texas 75165
and at additional mailing oﬃces
SUBSCRIPTION RATE:
Mail Church Plan: $1.75 per month
E-Mail Church Plan: $1.25 per month
Mail Subscription: $24.00 per year
E-mail Subscription: $18.00 per year
(Advertising Rates Available on Request)
Postmaster: Send address changes to
Baptist Progress, P.O. Box 2085,
Waxahachie, Texas 75168

en, as I write this article I think of one very
important thing that we all need to do as men and
that is to be a great role models for all children.
Steve DeVore has built a multi-million dollar
company on the principle of role modeling. DeVore is president
of Syber Vision, a company that markets instructional video and
audio tapes on everything from golf to skiing to weight control.
When DeVore was in college, he happened to watch a bowling
tournament on television.
As he paid close attention to the movements of the bowlers,
the thought struck him that if he could emulate their movements,
he could probably achieve the same results.
After watching the bowlers closely for 30 minutes, he got in
his car and drove to the local bowling alley.
He got an alley, picked out a ball, and for the next thirty
minutes he did just as the professional bowlers had done on TV.
He threw nine straight strikes and recorded a score of 278. His
highest score up to that point was 163. By emulating a proficient
role model, he improved his performance by 115 pins. But the
key was that he had to do it just as the pros had done.
With that in mind, I want to ask you a question. If your

ROLE MODEL continued on p. 15
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Question:
Answer:
Islam is a religious system begun in the seventh century by
Muhammad. Muslims follow the teachings of the Qur’an and
strive to keep the Five Pillars.

THE HISTORY OF ISLAM

In the seventh century, Muhammad claimed the angel
Gabriel visited him. During these angelic visitations, which
continued for about 23 years until Muhammad’s death, the
angel purportedly revealed to Muhammad the words of
Allah (the Arabic word for “God” used by Muslims). These
dictated revelations compose the Qur’an, Islam’s holy book.
Islam means “submission,” deriving from a root word that
means “peace.” The word Muslim means “one who submits
to Allah.”

THE DOCTRINE OF ISLAM

Muslims summarize their doctrine in six articles of faith:
1. Belief in one Allah: Muslims believe Allah is one,
eternal, creator, and sovereign.
2. Belief in the angels
3. Belief in the prophets: The prophets include the biblical
prophets but end with Muhammad as Allah’s final prophet.
4. Belief in the revelations of Allah: Muslims accept certain
portions of the Bible, such as the Torah and the Gospels. They
believe the Qur’an is the preexistent, perfect word of Allah.
5. Belief in the last day of judgment and the hereafter:
Everyone will be resurrected for judgment into either paradise
or hell.
6. Belief in predestination: Muslims believe Allah has
decreed everything that will happen. Muslims testify to
Allah’s sovereignty with their frequent phrase, inshallah,
meaning, “if God wills.”

(PART 1 OF 2)

THE FIVE PILLARS OF ISLAM

These five tenets compose the framework of obedience for
Muslims:
1. The testimony of faith (shahada): “la ilaha illa allah.
Muhammad rasul Allah.” This means, “There is no deity but
Allah. Muhammad is the messenger of Allah.” A person can
convert to Islam by stating this creed. The shahada shows that
a Muslim believes in Allah alone as deity and believes that
Muhammad reveals Allah.
2. Prayer (salat): Five ritual prayers must be performed
every day.
3. Giving (zakat): This almsgiving is a certain percentage
given once a year.
4. Fasting (sawm): Muslims fast during Ramadan in the
ninth month of the Islamic calendar. They must not eat or drink
from dawn until sunset.
5. Pilgrimage (hajj): If physically and financially possible,
a Muslim must make the pilgrimage to Mecca in Saudi Arabia
at least once. The hajj is performed in the twelfth month of the
Islamic calendar.
A Muslim’s entrance into paradise hinges on obedience
to these Five Pillars. Still, Allah may reject them. Even
Muhammad was not sure whether Allah would admit him to
paradise (Surah 46:9; Hadith 5.266).

AN EVALUATION OF ISLAM

Compared to Christianity, Islam has some similarities but
significant differences. Like Christianity, Islam is monotheistic.
However, Muslims reject the Trinity—that God has revealed
Himself as one in three Persons: the Father, Son, and Holy

CHRISTIAN Q&A—ANSWER continued on p. 6

As Ursula Criscuoli, a native of Frankfurt, Germany, described the horrors of war for her
and her family, tears streamed down her face. In 1982, she shared her dramatic story with
me. This is part 1.
In 1939 the SS, (the dreaded Nazi secret police) removed her father from their home,
and Ursula and her mother ﬂed to Bohemia to live with an aunt. In 1945 the Russians moved
into that area and gave the people there two choices. They could: Go to a prison camp, or
remain there and be shot. Ursula’s aunt refused to leave and was shot. Amid screaming,
crying, pushing and shoving, those who chose to comply were herded onto trucks . . . with
only the clothes on their backs. Somewhere in that process, she and her mother were
separated and 12 year old Ursula had no idea where she was.
After one night in a Russian camp, the prisoners were moved into Czechoslovakia. This
is how she described her new home: “It was an open camp, not closed in . . . very cold and
damp. All of us had our little space--about an 18 inch square of hay or straw where we sat and
watched the crawling bugs.” Then she added, “There were no bathroom facilities, so you can
imagine how dirty and filthy it was.”
Ursula said every day the guards picked certain ones and took them away. They were
always bloody from the beatings when they returned. She said, “Fear was our constant
companion because we never knew when they would pick us. I wondered, ‘will I be next? Am
I going to die? Or be raped?’”
She described what was called exercises, “Everyone was put in a circle and made to walk
around while they kicked and spit on us. Sometimes we were told to stand in one spot. If we
moved, they hit us with their gun butt. I have no bone in my big toe because it was smashed
with a gun until it was crushed. I have physical scars all over my body. All of my hair fell out.”
An older prisoner with white hair always told us, “Never give up. God is here. Just pray.”
He was taken away many times and beaten until one day, after severe punishment, he stood
up tall, lifted up his hands and said, “please take me.“ They shot him in the back. Even though
Ursula had never heard about God, it made no sense to her to pray to someone who allowed
all of this suﬀering.
During one of the most horrific moments of her life, an oﬃcer took special notice of
Ursula while she hung upside down, beaten almost to death. He took her to his quarters,
bathed the wounds and claimed her as his girlfriend. While this was not a happy time, at
least the beatings stopped. The oﬃcer then found her mother and also brought her into his
home. Ursula said, “We both belonged to him and nobody else touched us. In many ways, he
protected us and eventually helped us leave the camp.”
Due to overcrowded conditions, some were set free; some were shot in the back as they
tried to escape. Along with many others, Ursula and her mother were put on a transport and
taken away. Their journey through Czechoslovakia into Germany was a harrowing experience.
It was standing room only in those cattle cars with little food and water. Many died and were
simply thrown outside the car.
Finally they reached the little town they had once called home, only to be met with
more disappointment. Most of it was gone! Finding one of her aunts, they moved into her
underground cellar with no heat. Ursula began having epileptic seizures, which the doctor
said was the result of blows to her head and scar tissue from abuse in the camp. When the
seizures became so severe and frequent, she was not allowed to attend public school. So she
studied as best she could at home.
Finally the Allies came, but life for Ursula was forever changed. Her years of innocence
had been brutally stolen. Her body ravaged. Her spirit broken. Her beauty diminished. Her
hopes and dreams destroyed. Yes, some form of freedom had finally come to her country,
but the raw, horrific abuse, personal deprivation, and constant fear would haunt this young
girl even into adulthood.
This is not the end of Ursula’s story. Reﬂecting on her continued agony, anguish and
despair, she said to me, “I wished I was dead.” As I listened, I couldn’t help but wonder how
anyone could have survived such abuse. Was Romans 8:37-39 true for Ursula? Is it possible
she could be more than a conqueror through Jesus Christ? Don’t miss the final chapter of this
incredible story in next month’s Heart Connection.

Pat Quesenbury has been active in ladies’
ministry for years. She is a pastor’s wife,
mother and active member of the Women’s
Missionary Auxiliary. Contact her at
pquesenbury@gmail.com.
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Kenneth Bobo

O

n Jan. 1, 2017 I
resigned as pastor
of Providence
Baptist Church
at Hope, Arkansas. I have
pastored this church for three
years. These three years
have been some of the most
wonderful and rewarding
years of my ministry. I had
the privilege of pastoring this
church the first three years of
my ministry. The church family
h a v e b e e n s o c o o p e r a t i v e ▲ Kenneth Bobo
with me and the evangelistic
ministry the Lord has called me into. The Lord gave me
the most outstanding staff a pastor could have. Bro. Casey
Curtis is service as assistant to the pastor. He and his wife,
Mikki have been so faithful. Scott Glass is serving the
church as the minister of music. His wife, Melanie is the
church pianist. The Lord has blessed beyond measure. We
have had the privilege of seeing souls come to Christ and
added to the church.
The attendance has over doubled. The church has
bought and paid for additional property. She has been
giving an average of $1,000 per month to associated work.
All debts are paid and she has accumulated a sizeable
amount of funds for future growth and improvements. My
wife, Shirley and I cannot overstate what a joy it has been
to serve this church as a bivocational pastor.
One of the strong points of the ministry has been based
upon what our Lord told His infant church in John 13:3434: “A new commandment I give unto you, that ye love one
another as I have loved you that ye also love one another.
By this shall all men know that ye are my disciples if you
have love one to another.”
You may ask me, “What are your plans? Are you
retiring?” The answer is “no!” I often say to those who ask
me about retirement that I plan to plow until sundown.”
The words of Paul to Timothy in II Tim. 4:5b ring loud
and clear to me: “do the work of an evangelist, make full
proof of thy ministry.”
I have found when one is available, our Lord will use
them. To Him I say, “I am available.” That availability
includes but is not limited to preaching appointments and
evangelistic service.
Kenneth Bobo, 876 Hempstead 5, Hope, Ark. 71801;
P.O. Box 1915, Hope, Ark. 71802; 870-777-2973 or (cell)
703-7806.
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Don’t like fill-in blanks? Learn spiritual
Try Compass Commentary! boldness this spring

O

E

By SCOTT ATTEBERY

By SCOTT ATTEBERY

ne of the most popular items coming from the
recent updates to Compass is the addition of
Compass Commentary. This new quarterly can
be used in place of Compass or as a supplement
to Compass. Either way, it works in sync with the Compass
Leader Guide. That means each Sunday school class has
options: An entire class may choose to use Commentary for
their lessons, individuals may choose to use Commentary
while the rest of the class uses Compass, or individuals may
want to use Commentary strictly for extra study at home.
Compass Commentary mirrors the Compass Study Guide
lesson without fill-in-the-blanks and discussion questions.
The Commentary content is more extensive and features the
full lesson Scripture text printed in KJV. Classes who prefer
the previous Compass format have found Commentary to be a
great fit for their needs.
To learn more about Compass Commentary and the entire
line of Compass products, go to discipleguide.org or call 800333-1442.

veryone admires
those who display
great strength and
courage. Newspapers
praise firefighters who brave
the dangers of a burning house
to save lives. Television and
cinema recreate scenes of brave
soldiers risking their lives in
battle. And social media
proclaims the courage of cancer
survivors who have “beaten the
odds.”
It’s easy to assume that ▲ Dr. Gary O’Neal
strength and courage are traits
reserved for a few select heroes. But did you know that the
Bible commands strength and courage for all believers?
This type of spiritual boldness is not based upon trusting in
ourselves but, instead, trusting in our God.
This spring, Compass uncovers spiritual boldness through
a study of Joshua. From the entrance to the Promised Land
to its possession, each story will highlight God’s work and
connect you to the larger picture of Scripture. This study
will show how God fulfills his promises not only to Israel
but to us as well. Each lesson will focus on the Christcentered application that God’s promises are true and firm.
God’s faithfulness in Christ Jesus is the ultimate basis of the
Christian’s strength and courage.
Lessons in the spring
edition of Compass are
written by Dr. Gary
O’Neal, pastor of Oak
Park, Little Rock,
Arkansas, and adjunct
professor for the BMA
Theological Seminary
and Southeastern Baptist
College. Dr. O’Neal
brings over thirty years
of pastoral and teaching
experience to the written
page.
To learn more about
Compass or to order, visit
discipleguide.org/compass
or call 800.333.1442.

Dr. Scott Attebery is the executive director
of DiscipleGuide Church Resources. Contact
him by email at scott@discipleguide.org,
on Facebook: Scott Attebery or Twitter @
scottattebery. Visit www.DiscipleGuide.org.

Lifetime Achievement Awards
By PAUL WHITE

T

BMA of America President
here is a group of men that all of us are indebted too.
These are those men who have given their lives in
the service to the ministry. This year at the national
meeting we want to recognize those brethren who
have been in the ministry for more than 60 years. But, for us
to do this we need your help. We would love to have their
picture with their names and the number of years they have
been in the ministry. Just send this information to our clerk
James Ray Raines along with your church letter or email
them to my office at bmaofarkfrontdesk@gmail.com. If you
do not have a photograph, please send the other information.
The dead line for turning in this information is April 1.
As we have stated before the Association exist to serve our
churches and their members.

Annual Church Survey Evaluation + Implementation = Multiplication
WE WANT TO HEAR FROM YOU!
By HOLLY MERIWEATHER

A

BMA of America

t the end of August 2016, Annual Church Survey
forms were sent to the approximately 1,250
BMA churches on record with a due date of Dec.
31. Information Services has received updated
information from almost half of them, but the goal is for a
much higher percentage. It’s not too late to send in the form
or go to http://bmaamerica.org/annualchurchsurvey/ to give
up-to-date church information online.
As an added value to all BMA churches, a church search
feature has been created to make it easier for people to
locate BMA churches in their area. Find your church listing
at http://bmaamerica.org/church-locator-map/ and let us
know of any feedback you might have.
Director of Information Services John Meriweather says,
“The goal of Information Services is to build lasting and
strong relationships with all BMA churches that enable us
to effectively communicate, connect to and work with each
other. Having accurate information from each churches is
critical to meeting this goal.”
If you have any questions regarding the information
above, please contact Lauren Noland in the Information
Services department at 501-358-4007 or lauren@
bmaamerica.org.

By TODD WEST

E

Director of Activate DiscipleGuide
valuations are very
familiar to most of us
today? Students are
evaluated through
testing, employees are
evaluated by their employers,
teachers are evaluated by
administrators, and we conduct
our own self-evaluations; but
have you ever considered
the value of evaluating the
ministries of your local church?
▲ Todd West
Author and Pastor Dr. Hal Seed
says, "To have a healthy church, you must have an
intentional evaluation system."
Evaluating your church ministries is a very biblical
practice. When Jesus wrote the letters to the seven
churches in Revelation, he evaluated their works and
encouraged self-awareness and repentance. Jesus wanted
these churches to celebrate what was good but to also
address what needed to improve. In his Sermon on the
Mount, Jesus said that "Every good tree bears good fruit,
but a bad tree bears bad fruit. A good tree cannot bear bad
fruit, and a bad tree cannot bear good fruit. Every tree that
does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the

Camille, Longview honors pastor for 25 years of service
By CHARLES JOHNSON

L

Pastor of Rosewood, Gilmer

ONGVIEW—A special service was held at Camille
Acres, Longview on January 22 to commemorate the
twenty-fifth anniversary of Bro. Thomas Ayres serving
as pastor. Pastor Ayres and his wife, Michelle, came to
the Ware Acres (now Camille Acres) congregation in January of
1992, moving from Oklahoma.
During his pastorate, the church sold the Ware Acres property
in south Longview and relocated to the present site on Gilmer
Road in the northwest section of the city in 1999 when the name
was changed to Camille Acres.
The service was a total surprise to Bro. Ayres and his family. A
full-house was present for the occasion. Bro. Ayres was presented
an engraved commemorative plaque. He was also given a quilt,
signed by those in attendance, and made for the Ayres family by
CABC member Ann Bergman and her daughter Barb Maki of
Garland.

A special tribute in song was rendered by Melissa Henry
who sang Thank You for Giving to the Lord. A special offering
was received for the church building fund in honor of the Ayres
family which includes their three children, Caroline, Rebekah and
Nathaniel, who were all born since the Ayres arrived in Longview.

fire. Thus, by their fruit you will recognize them" Matthew
7:17-20. During Jesus’ talk with his disciples in the upper
room, Jesus said, “I am the true vine, and my Father is the
gardener. He cuts off every branch in me that bears no fruit,
while every branch that does bear fruit he prunes so that it
will be even more fruitful" (John 15:1-2). Jesus is clearly
saying that the farmer regularly evaluates his vines to see
if they are bearing fruit. As he evaluates, he takes action to
cause them to be more productive. The farmer’s job is to
evaluate and make adjustments.
Evaluation and correction is the job of everyone who is
responsible for producing fruit. Again Dr. Hal Seed makes
this observation, "Whether you’ve been intentional about
it or not, your church has an evaluation system. Every
service is evaluated by every attendee. They talk about
it afterwards in the lobby. They share their impressions
between friends. If it’s really good, others hear about it. If
it’s really bad, even more ‘others’ hear about it. We can’t
help ourselves; we are made in the image of a God who
has evaluated everything he’s ever made. Just read Genesis
1 and you’ll see. At the end of every day, he graded his
work."
One of the greatest surprises I’ve had in the past few
years has been the reluctance of some churches and even
pastors to take a closer look and evaluate what's going on
with the ministries of their local church. I am so surprised
because many of these same churches are either plateaued
or in a state of decline. Many churches and even some
pastors seem to be content to complain about the condition
of the church and lack the motivation to look closer at why
the church is not moving forward. I'm not sure why this
fear or reluctance exists, but we cannot deny that church
evaluation is a biblical principle. Evaluation is a critical
first step toward becoming a healthier church. As many
have stated over the years, "Great things seldom happen
accidentally."
There is a great church revitalization movement
happening now nationwide. Church leaders across the board
know that now is the time for churches to take a closer
look. Activate is a BMA church revitalization effort that is
available to you right now! Our goal at DiscipleGuide is
to come alongside any church, regardless of size or age, to
help you systematically evaluate the health of your church
and provide the tools to becoming healthier.
For more information please contact heidi@
discipleguide.org or call us at DiscipleGuide, 1-800-3331442.
February 2017
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The circus is closing
By DR. TONY CLEAVER

T

he big three ring circus is closing. It has been
an American iconic entertainment venue for
generations. Yet even with a new female ringmaster,
attendance is waning due to lack of interest in the
circus kind of entertainment. The circus lore and traditions
are entrenched in our county’s history. Yet in a little while,
this circus will be no more.
Let’s get rid of the circus in our churches! Christian people
don’t need nor do they deserve to be rigorously entertained
in our worship services. We have devised several ways to
entertain our congregants. “Look over here in the ring to your
left…look over here in the ring to your right…look above
you overhead…now in the center ring…get your peanuts
here…”
Perhaps your church might think it needs a circus to
compete with the megachurches around in your area. Perhaps
you are in a megachurch and imagine you need a bigger and
better circus to keep up with the other churches who might
get ahead of you if you don’t get “new acts.” Well even with
a new and improved lady ringmaster this will ultimately fail.
It is not the entertainment factor that our worshippers need.
The Christian worshipper must be assured of several
things other than entertainment when she/he comes alone or
with family and friends to our churches. Worshippers must
know they will encounter God in a majestic and powerful
way when they come—perhaps better stated God must be
honored in the service. He is holy, awesome, and above all
our thinking. The worshipper needs to confess sins—both
those things done and those things left undone. Confession

Let’s get rid of the circus
in our churches! Christian
people don’t need nor
do they deserve to be
rigorously entertained in
our worship services.

and take the offering.” When the plate is passed may I have
the opportunity to place myself as well as my cash, check,
or credit card slip wholeheartedly in the plate because it is
a reverent time of the service. I need a time of silence in the
progress of the worship time. I need time to reﬂect on what
is going on with me and with the mighty acts of God in my
world.
Preaching, well, let it be saturated in prayerful study of
the Scriptures from an overﬂowing and authentic heart of the
pastor. May our pastors speak the truth in love and with full
assurance of the Holy Spirit taking the words to the hearers’
hearts. Give me a response time—both publically and
privately. What must I do now that I have been here?
The big American circus is folding its tent soon. Does
the circus still come to your church every Sunday? How
about folding that tent? Christians do not need to be
entertained. They deserve to be nurtured to grow and
mature as real people of Christ and His Church to meet the
challenges of their lives and witness in their world today and
in their time.

can be included as a congregation or in an individual way.
Prayer in corporate worship is not to be mundane or rote
from the pulpit or from the heart of the worshipper. The
bowed knee might be symbolic of the bowed heart. Scripture
read with the authority that belongs to Scripture is a mighty
part of worship. Music that moves my heart toward God is
more important than music that moves my feet toward the
stylish beat.
The offering is more than “Hey you and Billy Ray come

Tony Cleaver is the director of distance
learning and a professor of Biblical studies at
Baptist Missionary Association Theological
Seminary in Jacksonville, Tex. He is an
author and writer of the popular newspaper
column, Leave It to Cleaver. He may be contacted at tony.
cleaver@bmats.edu.

Liberty Association hosts State Missions Rally
By CHARLES JOHNSON

L

Pastor of Rosewood, Gilmer

AT C H — L i b e r t y B a p t i s t M i s s i o n a r y
Association held its bi-monthly meeting on
Jan. 12 at Latch Baptist Church near Gilmer.
This was a rally for BMA Texas Missions.
During the business session moderated by Bro. Leon
Ross, the association voted to give Concord Baptist
Church a love offering to assist with their expenses
incurred when their church building burned on New
Year’s Eve.
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B r o . H e i t h M i t c h e l l , d i r e c t o r o f B M A Te x a s
Missions, was present and gave a slide show and
detailed report on the current status and future vision
for Texas missions. Three current state missionaries
were present and spoke to the group. These included
Matthew Prather from Midlothian/Waxahachie, John
H a r r i s f r o m B e n b r o o k a n d To b y G o o d m a n w h o
is serving as an intern in training at Cornerstone,
Jacksonville.

An offering was received from the churches for
BMA Texas Missions. After the services, the host
treated the messengers and guests to a delicious buffet
meal with homemade desserts in the family life center.
The next meeting of Liberty Association will be
on Thursday, March 16, 2017, at Little Mound Baptist
Church, 11746 FM 49, Big Sandy, TX, 75755, at 7 p.m.
This will be a rally for Texas Baptist Home. Home
president Bro. Eddie Marsh is the scheduled speaker.

Leadership Pipeline

W

By LARRY BARKER
hat do you do with those you are discipling
who want more? The first thing you want
to do is rejoice! Developing leaders takes
initiative and intentionality to develop a
track that is easy to follow and easily reproducible. You
must be on the outlook for those who are pushing for
the next steps. They are hungry and desire something
more even after being discipled into a mature believer.
Your discipleship must lead them from being an infant,
to child, to young adult, and then to becoming a parent
where they reproduce.
As young adults, the discipleship process should be
equipping the disciple to minister. In DiscipleShift, Jim
Putman describes the young adult’s traits as becoming
less self-centered and more others-centered. They begin
to see themselves as ministers. They are also starting to
tithe and give more and more of their time. They begin
to see and understand their kingdom purpose. It is very
important to provide them with ministry opportunities
and think about ministry placement. Where are they
gifted and what are they passionate about?
It is at this point in your church’s spiritual growth
system that you need to think through and plan how you
will develop them as leaders. Do you have a leadership
pipeline in place that will help them keep taking steps
forward? Remember, the desire is to have a discipleship
based multiplication of disciples, leaders, and churches.
Have you built a “next steps” mentality into your church
ministry? Thinking of a pipeline helps you to visualize
them as always flowing forward. Even as an infant they
can know they need to find a place to serve.
The first step can be determining where they will
serve. Give them the opportunity to try out several
different ministries as they prayerfully consider what is
the best fit for their personality and gift set. Then they
can determine if that is the ministry team they want to
be a part of and serve. Once they are team members they
can learn through observation what it means to lead a
team. A great principle here is to give them a project to
accomplish before you give them a position. A crucial
core value to this process is that, “No one leads who does
not first serve!”
If you see them excelling at following through on their
projects, then they are excellent candidates to be team

leaders. The next step would be for them to coach several
team leaders. Now they make sure that team leaders have
all the resources they need to accomplish the team’s
goals. An example of a coach could be overseeing the
leaders of your small groups by checking in on them
weekly to make sure all is well and if there is any way
they can serve them to make their jobs easier. They can
call them to encourage them, check in on their needs, and
pray for them.
When do you begin to look for these leaders and what
might this pipeline look like? Dr. Dave DeVries has
laid out seven phases of leadership in his Multiplication
Workshop. The cool thing about these seven phases is
that the first three are the process you use for every
believer. You do not consider anyone for leadership who
is not already maturing in Christ, living on mission, and
making disciples. One element that is all too often left
out of the qualifications for leadership is, “Are they
reproducing?” You will never see multiplication by
elevating leaders who are not multiplying themselves.
First, they are maturing. It is not that they have
matured but they are in the process of maturing. It is not
a place of arrival but an ongoing journey. Here are some
excellent questions to ask. Are they passionate about their
spiritual growth? Are they spending time alone with the
Lord? Is their evidence of spiritual character developing?
Are they beginning to share their faith?
The second phase is missional living. They have
an awareness and a burden to reach their circle of
accountability with the love of Christ. They have begun
praying for them and figuring out ways to serve them and
display the love of Christ in practical ways. They want
to be Jesus to them and are always looking for ways to
bless those far from God and relationally build bridges
to them.
Third, they are making disciples. They are not only
a good follower of Jesus but they are also helping others
to follow Him. This will not happen if they have not been
trained and shown how to make disciples. Jim Putman
says that this requires an intentional leader, a relational
environment, and a reproducible process. Do you have a
clear and easily reproducible process in place?
The next two phases are very similar in modeling
and mentoring. You need to identify which leadership

skills they need the most in their lives and then model
them for them to observe in practical ministry settings
such as conflict resolution. The mentoring will occur as
you show them what to do, allow them to do it, and then
debrief them about how the ministry opportunity went by
asking good questions.
Now you are ready to mobilize them into service.
These leaders will need to be shown how to build effective
teams, how to empower others, how to encourage and
care for their teams, how to evaluate progress, and how
to strategize and plan. Make sure that you celebrate their
progress and you give them permission to fail. They will
not lead exactly like you, but that is a good thing.
Then they can multiply. The goal here is to lead
leaders and that takes more prayer, skill, and effort than
just leading followers. Without the multiplication of
leaders, you place a lid on the ability of your ministry
to expand its impact for the kingdom of God. Are you
multiplying yourself? “The pastor is not the minister.
The pastor is the equipper, every member is a minister!”
-Francis Chan

Larry Barker is the pastor of Cornerstone,
Jacksonville. He also serves as the operations
director for North American Missions. For
more information or to contact him, visit
www.bmamissions.org.
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A word from your Missionaries:
By HEITH MITCHELL
MATTHEW PRATHER—
THE BRIDGE MISSION, MIDLOTHIAN/WAXAHACHIE

As we start 2017 The Bridge is
making progress towards launch.
This month we had our third Sneak
Peek Service. We had 50 people
show up. God is doing some neat
things at The Bridge. After our Sneak
Peek services we have been able to
have many good conversations with
people that are hurting and just need ▲ Matthew Prather
to hear about the hope Christ has to offer. Also, this month we
were able to start our third Community Group. These are small
groups that meet in homes. This is where our discipleship
takes place. We are praying that we will start our fourth
group in the near future. There are three things that we would
like for you to be praying for us this month. First, that we
would find a location/
building that we can
meet in regularly to
meet our growing
needs. Secondly, for
us to be able to start
a fourth small group.
And last that we would
see 100 people come to know Christ as their Savior.

JOHN HARRIS—
FOUNDATION COMMUNITY MISSION, BENBROOK

Our website is under
construction, but coming along. In
the meantime, you can find us on
facebook @ www.facebook.com/
foundationscommunitychurch.
We want to thank Camille Acres,
Longview for having us come to
share our hearts with them this past
Sunday! They made us feel like ▲ John Harris
family and we can’t wait to see them again. We would love
to come and share with your church too! Thank you for
supporting us as your missionaries to Benbrook.

WILL HUTCHINSON—
RESONATE COMMUNITY MISSION, HUTTO

Please pray for us as we have a
busy couple months of ministry. In
the late windter and early spring
we do a few family events in our
communtiy. We will host a Daddy/
daughter tea party and in April our
Mother Son Day of Fun. These
events bring people from all over
our community to join us. Thru our ▲ Will Hutchinson

8 | February 2017

partnership with the schools we are able to advertise there
and hos the events at the schools. Pray that as we encourage
families to spend time together we also encourage them to
share Christ with each other.

Feb. 3 and 4 Life Change held
a retreat with our six core families.
Larry Barker and Heith Mitchell
facilitated the meeting. An awesome
time of team building and harmony
was enjoyed. The Holy Spirit moved
on our hearts the importance of being
intentional and preserving in God’s
grace and live to win the community ▲ Rick Syndor
of Lindale for Jesus Christ.

young but I trust you. I surrender to
ministry and I make the commitment
to be equipped to better serve you.”
God, in His faithfulness, has used
the BMA Theological Seminary and
the multiple trainings offered by the
BMA of Texas for church planters, as
well as my internship time to equip
me to do what He has called me to ▲ Christian Martinez
do.
My wife (Romanian) and I (Mexican) greatly appreciate
the training that we have received because we both come
from countries where it is harder to get trained in this way.
We have both arrived to the same conclusion - we have no
excuses; we must work hard, with God’s strength, to spread
the glory of Christ as far as we can according the the time,
place, and people that He has put before us.

GARY SOUTHARD—
THE CHURCH AT VALLEY RANCH MISSION, NEW CANEY

TOBY GOODMAN—
INTERN, JACKSONVILLE

RICK SYDNOR—
LIFE CHANGE MISSION, LINDALE

January 2017 begins the fourth
year of The Church at Valley Ranch
project. God has blessed in so many
ways that it would take up a lot of
space to share them all. We have
come a long way, from meeting in
a home with four people on Sunday
nights, to having weekly Worship
Services in an Elementary school. ▲ Gary Southard
We currently are averaging between 30 and 35 on Sunday
morning.
Another awesome thing is that we are debt free as we have
tried hard to pay as we grow. We ask that you pray for us as
we labor in the harvest field of Valley Ranch. This is a slow
developing area of Northeast Houston. If we can remain long
enough we will see a solid healthy church.
Our vision is to eventually be able to plant another
church out of this one day. We are grateful to the Churches
of the BMA of
Texas and the BMA
of Texas missions
department for the
training, guidance and
resources. Please pray
for us as we work
even harder in 2017.

CHRISTIAN MARTINEZ—
INTERN, JACKSONVILLE

I can always see God’s faithfulness in equipping and
providing for His servants. My prayer when I was 18 years
old and God called me to ministry was “Lord, I’m too

Titus 1:9—“Holding fast the
faithful word as he hath been taught,
that he may be able by sound doctrine
both to exhort and to convince the
gainsayers.”
It’s often very tempting to stray
from God’s word to be pleasing to
others, but we must hold our ground
and be sound in God’s word. After ▲ Toby Goodman
all, those who teach are held to a higher accountability. If
you’re doing what a Christian is supposed to, you’re a teacher
of His Word.

CLIFF ROBERTSON—
INTERN/LAKE JACKSON

As the first Church Planting
Resident/Intern for the BMA I have
to say that it has been a unique
privilege to walk this path and learn
so much. I am approaching the end
of the year long tenure and I have to
say that I have learned things that I
didn’t even know that I didn’t know
or needed to know. I thought I was ▲ Cliff Robertson
ready when I first came in and visited with the BMA Trustee’s
and Heath Mitchell but I wasn’t... not even close. After this
year of walking alongside many Godly men and an awesome
church, coupled with all the learning opportunities, I feel like
I am ready for the Carpenters House Mission to begin here
soon. Pray for me and the workers God continues to bring

BMA TEXAS MISSIONS continued on p. 9

JANE CARROLL
(1/22/1930 – 1/11/2017)

It is with great affection that
Jacksonville College remembers
Jane Carroll, wife of former JC
President Curtis Meadows Carroll.
Curtis was editor of the Baptist
Progress before he began his
25-year tenure as president of
Jacksonville College, and Jane
had a long career as a high school
English teacher. She was known
for her gentle spirit and her faithful
service to the Lord, and she will be
▲ Jane Carroll
greatly missed.

GOLF EQUIPMENT REQUEST

In an effort to strengthen Jacksonville College’s Golf
Program, coach Roy Stephens is asking friends of the College
to consider donating one of the following items:
1. A 5’x8’ or 5’x10’ cargo trailer—This would enable us to
use the vans for transportation to our tournaments instead of the
people movers, which are not equipped for carrying 15 to 20
players plus golf clubs and bags.
2. A used golf cart—We would take the golf cart to the city
golf course and leave it there for Coach Stephens to use while
monitoring the players. The cart would also be used to show
new recruits and their families the golf course when they come
to visit.
Any donations will be tax deductible.
Thank you for your ongoing prayers and for your support of
Jacksonville College.

BMA Texas Missions cont.
alongside for His work! HE continues to
open doors that I didn’t even know existed
and that very first door was the one that
led to this opportunity to serve as a Church
Planting Resident/Intern!

ARNULFO MALDONADO –
TEXAS HISPANIC MISSION
COORDINATOR
Pray as we open
new works. They
are being opened
f o r G o d s g l o r y.
May He supply all
the needs.

▲ Arnulfo Maldonado

BRANDON DURHAM –
REDEEMER’S LOVE MISSION, HOUSTON

2017 is off to a strong start. We trained
six community group leaders, and will
launch three groups in the upcoming
month. Additionally, we are planning a
venue change in
the next month to
accommodate a
growing group. We
had 48 attend
our Super Bowl
outreach, opening
doors to share the
▲ Brandon Durham
gospel.

PRAYER REQUESTS FROM THE FIELD

SEE HOMECOMING SCHEDULE ON PAGE 14

• David Smart the Associate at The Bridge
Mission in Midlothian/Waxahachie is
about to be a dad. Pray for He and his
wife Bethany.
• Pray for new families reached at The
Church at Valley Ranch Mission
• Life Change Mission in Lindale is hosting
a Valentine Dinner as an outreach this
month
• Interns Toby Goodman and Christian
Martinez are seeking God’s direction
about where they should start a church.

• Brandon and Redeemer’s Love ask us to
pray for their leaders.
• Jaime Garcia is beginning his new mission
this week in partnership with Shiloh Rd.
Baprtist Church in Mesquite.
• Resonate Mission in Hutto is looking to
add an associate missionary. They are
also seeking discernment.
• The Bridge Mission in Midlothian/
Waxahachie is searching for a long term
place to meet. They also are praying for
three new families on their launch team.
• Arnulfo and Heith are traveling the roads
of Texas regularly. Pray for God’s wisdom
and protection for them both.
• Pray that the funds keep up with the goal
of 16 new Texas Missions at a time and
a hispanic work along side every BMA
church that is burdened and willing.
• Seminary has started back for Arnulfo,
Christian, and Toby.
• The Refuge Church in Terrell, Journey
Community Church in Allen, and
Community Life Church in Lewisville are
into there second month of self support.
• John Harris of Foundation Community
Mission in Benbrook is currently trying
to sale his house. They are beginning a
financial class at their local YMCA as an
outreach.
• Neptaly Molina from the Nacogdoches
Mission is waiting on his Religious Work
Visa approval.
• Intern Cliff Robertson is meeting regularly
with a growing team preparing to start a
church in Lake Jackson in April. Cliff
asks, “Pray that the right people continue
to come to the leadership team and that
the Holy Spirit opens the heart of all we
reach out to and that many would come
to Christ.”

PRAISE REPORTS FROM THE FIELD

• The Church at Valley Ranch Mission has
found a Worship/Youth Minister
• The shared burden and vision is strong
among the core families of Life Change
Mission.
• Rick Sydnor of Life Change Mission is
moved into his new home in Lindale.
• Brandon Durham of Redeemer’s Love
Mission in Houston is home from a
fruitful mission trip in Taiwan.
• John Harris’ house is currently under
contract.
February 2017
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An expression of everlasting love

Many of our friends choose to honor or remember a family
member, a friend or an associate with a gift for the children
of the Baptist Home. Texas Baptist Home, in turn, notifies the
appropriate person. Listed in capital letters are those honored or
remembered from Jan. 1, 2017 – Jan. 31, 2017.

ENDOWMENTS

MYRA STOKES: Mr. Bill Stokes
BETTY CAROL BASS TRUST

HONORARIUMS

JERRY & LAVERNE ASHLEY: Rosewood Baptist Church
EDDIE BOOTH: John & Belinda Thiele
CHUCK BOSTON: Joan Hartsfield
PASTOR DAVID & NELDA HARKINS: Roy and Elizabeth
Talbot
LISA MADDUX: Douglas Maddux
EVELYN SHELTON: Mary Lou Melina
MR. & MRS. EDWARD E. TALBOT: Roy & Elizabeth Talbot
RACHEL & ANNA USSERY: Felix & Peggy Lee

MEMORIALS

REBA ALSIP: Mr. & Mrs. A.W. McCuistion
WESLEY ARMSTRONG: Charles & Portia Gordon
BENNIE L BAILEY: Clover Hill Baptist Church, Quitman
BARBARA BATES: L.C. & Jennetta Whitehead
SCOTT BAXTER: L.C. & Jennetta Whitehead
WALTER BECKER: Dennis & Ilona Myrice
BILLY MAC COCKRELL: L.C. & Jennetta Whitehead
HENRY CORBELL: R.A Corbell
VERNON & DORIS CREASY: Their Children: Jean, Jerry, Mary
Ann & Brenda
NELLIE CRENSHAW: Calvary Baptist Church, Midlothian
CLARICE DULWORTH: Senior Adult Class at First Baptist Church,
Red Oak
DAVID DUKE: Calvary Baptist Church, Midlothian
W.C. SONNY & JANIE DUNAVANT: Margaret Wolf
TERRY W. EVANS: Mr. & Mrs. Donald Traywick
HEATH: Jimmy Ray & Cynthia Green
HALEY JOHNSON: Brian Mauk
DAVID JUNKIN: Doyle & Pattie Junkin
LENA MAE LANGFORD: Charles & Charlotte Johnson
DAVID LEGGETT: Friendship Class at First Baptist Church,
Carthage
PALMOUR “MACK” MCCOOL: Mrs. Mary Joe Dean
LINDA LOU MCMICHAEL’S BROTHER: Rose Moore
MR. & MRS. JOE ALLEN MEADOR: R.A. Corbell
SHERRY MEEKS: R.A Corbell
CHRIS & GLADYS MILLICAN: Lillian Autry
BONNIE NAGEL (MOORE): John & Pamela Moore
BILL PEARMAN: Doyle & Patti Junkin; Pearman Oil & LP Gas
Inc.
AL POSEY: Lillian Autry
JENNIFER RICHARDSON: Red Springs Missionary Baptist
Church, Tyler
MRS. LOIS CLARK ROSS: Gene & Mary Ann Wilkerson
RONNIE STAGG: Calvary Baptist Church, Midlothian
RACHEL STEEN’S BROTHER: Rose Moore
DOROTHY SWIFT: Robert Swift
ROBBIE DALE TUEL: Charles & Charlotte Johnson
BILLY VAN WINKLE: Mr. & Mrs. Johnny Willams
ANABELLE WARD: Red Springs Missionary Baptist Church,
Tyler
ROBERT “LYNN” WILES: Beverly Horak
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A day of training and instruction—March 25
By EDDIE MARSH

M

Texas Baptist Home President
ore than 30,000 Texas children, newborn to age
18 years old, are displaced from their biological
families. Of these, 20,000 are in foster homes and
10,000 live with extended family members. An
additional 6,000 are eligible for adoption due to the fact that their
mother and fathers have had their parental rights revoked or have
relinquished those rights.
When I read those statistics, it is obvious to me that there is
a good possibility that churches in Texas are affected directly by
this epidemic. There is now a call going out from our governor’s
office to the churches in Texas for volunteers to help minister to
the families and children involved in the foster care system. Not
everyone can foster or adopt, but everyone can do something.
I am in a position that allows me to meet with churches and
share the vision of benevolence to these abused and neglected
children. What I find is not apathy toward the problem but good
hearted people who want to make a difference. In many cases
grandparents, aunts and uncles or family friends have accepted the
challenge of caring for these children. The reason more people are
not involved is not a lack of compassion it is a lack of knowledge.
Texas Baptist Home for Children has a reputation as a quality
child placing agency. Our staff and foster parents receive the finest
preparation to be found anywhere. We are well aware that there
are individuals in our churches and communities who would
be willing to help if given the opportunity and proper training.

Therefore, this ministry would like to provide something that we
feel would be beneficial.
You are invited to the campus of Texas Baptist Home for
Children in Waxahachie for a day of training and instruction March
25. We request that you be on the campus by 9:30 a.m. so that the
training may begin at 10 a.m. The program is called Engaged,
because that is what we hope will occur in your community.
The staff members, who train our foster parents, will lead a
one-day seminar that will provide a basic understanding of how
the foster system works and how you may be of assistance to
foster and adoptive families. You will also hear the testimonies of
foster parents as they share about blessing and burdens that they
encounter on this journey.
The information is not intended to qualify you as a foster
parent, but to give you tools to help you and your church to be a
lighthouse to your community. You may register on line at www.
tbhc.org.
A class in CPR will be offered in the afternoon, there is a charge
for this training and you may also sign-up on the registration form.
This is information that could prove very beneficial in case of an
emergency. If you have any questions, please feel free to contact
Texas Baptist Home for Children. Those who plan to attend are
requested RSVP soon.
Texas Baptist Home for Children is honored to assist our State
and churches as they unite to minister to children. James 1:27

Chrisian Q & A cont.
Spirit.
Muslims claim that Jesus was one of the most important
prophets—not God’s Son. Islam asserts that Jesus, though born
of a virgin, was created like Adam. Muslims do not believe
Jesus died on the cross. They do not understand why Allah
would allow His prophet Isa (the Islamic word for “Jesus”)
to die a torturous death. Yet the Bible shows how the death
of the perfect Son of God was essential to pay for the sins of
believers (Isaiah 53:5-6; John 3:16; 14:6; 1 Peter 2:24).
Islam teaches that the Qur’an is the final authority and the
last revelation of Allah. The Bible, however, was completed
in the first century with the Book of Revelation. The Bible
warns against anyone adding to or subtracting from God’s
Word (Deuteronomy 4:2; Proverbs 30:6; Galatians 1:6-12;
Revelation 22:18). The Qur’an, as a claimed addition to God’s
Word, directly disobeys God’s command.
Muslims believe that paradise can be earned through

keeping the Five Pillars. The Bible, in contrast, reveals that
sinful man can never measure up to the holy God (Romans
3:23; 6:23). Only by God’s grace may sinners be saved through
repentant faith in Jesus (Acts 20:21; Ephesians 2:8-9).
Because of these essential differences and contradictions,
Islam and Christianity cannot both be true. The Bible and
Qur’an cannot both be God’s Word. The truth has eternal
consequences.
“Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to
see whether they are from God, because many false prophets
have gone out into the world. By this you know the Spirit of
God: every spirit that confesses that Jesus Christ has come in
the ﬂesh is from God; and every spirit that does not confess
Jesus is not from God; this is the spirit of the antichrist, of
which you have heard that it is coming, and now it is already in
the world” (1 John 4:1-4; see also John 3:35-36).
Reprinted by permission from GotQuestions.org

Baptist Missionary Association Seminary
White Paper

D

uring the August 2014 meeting of the Baptist
Missionary Association of America’s (BMA)
Coordination Council, Dr. John Adams presented
a report on behalf of the Moral Action Agency.
The report included a sobering description of current
trends that contradict biblical teaching on marriage. The
council discussed the issue and requested that the faculty
of the BMA Seminary compose wording for a proposed
amendment to the BMA Doctrinal Statement that articulated
both scriptural teaching and the persistent belief of BMA
churches regarding the institution of marriage. Following
consultation with Moral Action’s executive director, the
seminary faculty adjusted a prior statement, Article IIIC,
and prepared a new statement, Article IIID, for the council’s
consideration. Chairman Ed Stephenson presented the
statements to Springhill Baptist Church, Greenbrier,
Arkansas, for approval. Subsequently, Springhill Baptist
Church chose to recommend that the BMA adopt the
statements during its annual 2015 meeting as an amendment
to the association’s Doctrinal Statement.
“Have ye not read, that he which made them at the
beginning made them male and female. And said, for this
cause shall a man leave father and mother and shall cleave
to his wife: and they twain shall be one ﬂesh?” (Matthew
19:4-5). In this passage, Jesus referred to Genesis 2:23
and quoted from Genesis 2:24. Because God created both

humans and marriage, humans must recognize themselves as
accountable to His intent for marriage.
Genesis 2:24-25 identifies the special and exclusive
relationship of the adult human male and female, joined
together as husband and wife (Gen. 2:24, 25), as the most
fundamental and basic human relationship. This relationship
is said to have been designed directly by God and serves
as the sole basis for a distinct family unit in perpetuity
(Gen. 2:24, 25; Gen. 4:1, 17) and is even intended to be
interminable except under specific, extreme circumstances
(Matt. 19:8). These passages declare that God’s reason
for creating male and female finds its ultimate purpose in
the ability of male and female to become one ﬂesh. The
concept of one ﬂesh includes physical (i.e., sexual), spiritual,
mental, and emotional components. While some may argue
for the possibility of such oneness outside the bounds of the
monogamous heterosexual union, such arguments simply
lack legitimate support from the Bible.
A marriage is to be comprised of a biological (i.e.,
“natural”) man and woman. Because of the brokenness
of creation as a whole, and the human race in particular,
humans made in God’s image sometimes face difficult
disorders of sexuality which call for great compassion and
sensitivity among God’s people. First, there are some who
perceive themselves to be the opposite gender in spite of
their physical sexual characteristics (i.e., a biological male

identifies psychologically as a woman, or vice versa). As
noted in article IIIC., God has designed the human race to
be male and female, and he has prohibited same-sex sexual
behavior. Accordingly, Scripture does not make possible the
separation of sex and gender as the transgender movement
has done. One who is biologically male must strive, by
God’s redeeming and sanctifying grace, to live as a man, and
likewise one who is biologically female must strive to live as
a woman – hence the language “a natural man and a natural
woman” in the doctrinal statement proposal.
It is important to note that cases of sexual or marital
union outside the bounds of a monogamous and heterosexual
marriage, even if found in the Bible, simply deviate from
God’s intention for marriage and should not be considered
as examples for living or doctrinal truths. A great deal
of thought, study, and debate has gone into the particular
wording of these revisions in hopes of presenting wellarticulated statements that both reﬂect biblical teaching and
address important issues related to personhood, marriage,
and sexuality.
The need for such clarification of biblical teaching,
as described in the proposed amendments, comes amidst
increasing political and social pressures to accept and
promote ideas and actions that violate biblical truths. BMA
Seminary faculty has made the entire paper available at
http://bmats.edu/marriage.

Doctrinal Statement Changes Proposed

Baptist Missionary Association of America Coordinating Council
The following proposed amendments to the BMAA Doctrinal
Statement presented by Springhill Baptist Church, Greenbrier,
Arkansas.
Article III – CREATION
C. Man – As the crowning work of His creation, God created
humankind (man and female) in His own image (Psa. 8; Gen. 1:27,
2:7). Consequently, every person from conception is of inherent
dignity and worth and merits the respect of all other persons (Psa.
51:5; Psa. 139:13-16; Gen. 9:6; Matt. 10:28-31; James 3:9)
D. Marriage – God created marriage (Gen. 1:27-28; 2:23-24).
Jesus Christ declared the Creator’s intention for marriage to be
the inseparable and exclusive union between a man and a woman
(natural man and natural woman) (Matt. 19:4-6; Mark 10:6-9).
Marriage testifies of the union between Christ and the church (Eph.
5:31-32; Rom. 1:25-27)

CHURCHES ENCOURAGED TO PROTECT THEMSELVES
Dear BMA Churches,
As the amendment to our doctrinal statement is presented again
via our BMA papers, we urge every church to adopt these changes
by a motion, second, and recorded vote in the church’s minutes.
This is to be done and recorded by the church to validate the
churches’ and pastors’ stand on Holy marriage.

Legal advice shares that our marriage stand should be simply
stated and Biblically backed. This same advice declares a need for
a positive position and not to camp on the negative. We Christians
know our positions on divorce, homosexuality, and the LGBT
(Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, and Transgender).
We all know of the boy Scouts of America resolution to remove
the gay restriction in denying membership and the litigation
against its Christian Boy Scout leaders who refuse to accept the
homosexuals.
We also read of the 70-year-old Barronelle Stutzman who was
sued for refusing to provide ﬂowers for a same-sex wedding. There
have been numerous lawsuits, according to One News Now, being
filed for declining to compromise their conscience by not filling
orders for gay/lesbian wedding cakes.
Can churches be forced to perform gay marriages? Eric
Johnston, President of the Southeast Law Institute, said that
churches may be in for legal challenges over gay marriages.
Johnston advises churches that haven’t done so to clarify their
stance and to make it Biblical.
So, as the Moral Action’s Director, I urge all BMA churches
to adopt in writing these proposed Amendments of Creation and
Marriage presented by our BMA Seminary faculty. God will see
us through!
Dr. John Adams
Executive Director
Moral Action – BMA

PLEASE READ THE FOLLOWING CAREFULLY:
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Under Construction

T

By SHARON COLE

he Texas GMA Houseparty is “Under Construction” as
plans are being made for Daniel Springs Encampment
in Gary March 17-18, 2017. The girls will be studying
how they can run into all kinds of obstacles to keep
them from building a strong foundation in Christ. The s0peaker
for the Houseparty will be Shawn Hammontree. Girls and
their churches are encouraged to raise funds for the “building”
of a church plant helping Will and Kelly Hutchinson, state
missionaries in Hutto. Some of the officers traveled to visit
Resonate in Hutto to see that it's not the physical building, but
the people that church planters are helping to build a strong
foundation in Christ. We are humbled and blessed to see
God at work through this family. We look forward to seeing
everyone at Daniel Springs in March. If you have any questions,
contact Kendra Verhelle, GMA Promoter, at 903-284-8583 or
verhellek@yahoo.com.

DISTRICT NEWS

The Liberty District WMA met with Fellowship Baptist
Church, Pittsburg, Saturday, Jan. 7, 2017 for the annual Winter
Retreat. President Elizabeth Midkiff called the meeting to order
at 10 a.m. Prior to viewing a slide presentation on the Kakilala
Children's Ministry in the Philippines, Belinda Caudle explained
that a silent auction would be held during the meeting and that the
proceeds would go toward this project. Johnnie Ross introduced
the first guest speaker, Lisa Phillips, who presented a slide
presentation and insprirational talk on her family's participation
in a week-long missionary trip to Honduras. The group was able
to visit schools and share the steps to salvation as well as present
each child with a shepherd's bag that contained toys and personal
grooming articles. Song Leader, Jessica Hoffpauir, blessed the
meeting with a song she composed, “I Run To You.” Cindy
Clark shared her personal testimony about the power of prayer
when she suffered a major heart attack while in the hospital
revovering from surgery. She then introduced guest speaker,
Mary Fruge, head of Women's Ministry at New Beginnings
Church in Longview. Mary focused on the topic of “reaching
out” and her main scripture was Mark 2:1-12. She pointed out
that the friends of the paralytic lowered this man through the
roof to Jesus and willingly reached out and did not let personal
inconvenience interfere with their goal. And like them, we, too,
can reach out to others by just being there, being consistent,
willing, Christ-like, patient and loving. Belinda Caudle and
Doris Allen announced the winners of the silent auction. To
date, $1,343.51 has been raised toward the Kakilala project goal
of $2,500. The ladies were reminded to regularly check out the
Liberty WMA Facebook page for news and updates. After the
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meeting a delicious meal of soups and stews was enjoyed, served
by the host church. The next meeting will be April 8, 2017 with
Camille Acres Baptist Church, Longview. The speaker will be
Jennifer Barton, whose topic will be “Encouraging Others.”
The Cherokee District WMA met Jan. 10, 2017 at Afton
Grove Baptist Church at 6 p.m for a wonderful meal of soups
and desserts prior to the business meeting/program at 7 p.m.
President Cindy Allen, called the meeting to order reading 2
Chronicles 7:14. After regular business agenda Carol Shine
and Carol Merph presented a beautiful song: “Give Thanks to
God.” Guest speaker was Glenda Haynes who spoke about being
humble with God and faithful to your friends and all Christians.
The outreach is to feed the Seminary on January 31. Sardis
Baptist Church received the attendance banner with 38 present.
The next meeting will be with First Baptist Church, Maydelle,
April 11, 2017.
The Mt. Olive District WMA met Jan. 24, 2017 at Antioch
Baptist Church, Carthage at 6:30 p.m for a fellowship meal and
quarterly business meeting/program at 7 p.m. President Leona
Wimberly opened the meeting with the regular business agenda.
Second Vice President Shawn Norris sang, “Amazing Grace”
then presented the program, “Flourishing in Love,” using I John
4:19. We must love Him because He first loved us. As part of the
program, a Backyard Bible Club (VBS) was planned for March
on a day during spring break to express how we can ﬂourish in
love in our community. Next meeting will be April 25, 2017 with
Old Center Baptist Church, Tenaha.

FEBRUARY IS ENLISTMENT MONTH

Ladies, all ladies of our churches, you are being called.
Called by the Lord and called by other ladies who need you.
There are many ladies who are unchurched, who maybe attend
some during the year but are not really connected to a group or
even feel like they belong for various reasons. They need to be
drawn in and made to feel like they are a part of what is going
on. That is what WMA is all about; an outreach ministry of the
church to aid in benevolence to the sick and needy, hospitality
and encouragement to the bereaved, spiritual strength to each
other through Bible study, promoting church fundraising projects
and most of all, supporting our missionaries. WMA is not just
for middle aged and older women who have nothing else to do.
It is for young women too. Young ladies out of high school, out
of GMA/YLA; your vitality, energy and enthusiasm and new
ideas are needed to contribute to WMA. If you have Jesus in
your heart, you have something in common no matter what
your age. The older women are encouraged and energized by
your enthusiasm and the younger women can be inspired by

the wisdom and faithfulness of the older women. If your local
WMA is growing and reaching all the ladies in your church and
community, that is wonderful. But if it is not, then some changes
need to be made to spark some interest. Always include your
pastor in your plans for visiting. Give him any contacts you have
made and ask for his help in reinforcing the visits that you make.
All things should be done for the glory of God.

Sharon Cole is the editor for the Texas WMA.
Contact her at S9Co@aol.com. For more
information on the Texas WMA, visit www.
texaswma.com.

National WMA Meeting

2017 Tuesday, May 2
Arlington Convention Center, Arlington, Texas
This year we are excited to bring you an all new schedule to help
empower you and your unique needs. For more information contact:
Charlotte Johnson, 2nd VP.
Schedule of Events 8:45 a.m.
Registration 8:45--9:00 a.m.
Welcome Business Meeting
10:00 am Break-out sessions & topics:
(You will be able to choose 2 and you will rotate in 10 minutes to
another one of your choice.)
Grace wins in minister’s families—Kristi Key
Grace wins in working with youth—Jayna Williams
Grace wins through sickness—Jennifer Barton
Grace wins in mission fields—Kelly Johnson and Golda Prakash
Grace wins in your golden years—Joan Decker
10:30 a.m.--Guest presentation, chalk talk—Shirley
Hoﬀpauir
For more information check out our website at www.
NationalWMAofBMAA.net. Find us on Facebook by searching for
National WMA of BMAA.
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CHURCH

2017 SESSION OF THE BMA OF AMERICA
DATE: May 1-3, 2017
PLACE: Arlington Convention Center,
Arlington, Texas
HEADQUARTERS HOTEL: Sheraton,
Arlington, Texas

SOAR

DATE: July 5-7, 2017
PLACE: Gaylord Texan Hotel, Grapevine, Texas

SENIOR ADULT CONFERENCE

DATE: November 13-15, 2017
PLACE: Branson Hilton Convention Center,
Branson, Missouri

BAPTIST MISSIONARY
ASSOCIATION 117TH ANNUAL SESSION

DATE: November 14-15, 2017
PLACE: New Harmony Baptist Church, Tyler, Texas

AVAILABLE MINISTER
ROGER MANNING is available for pulpit supply, interim pastor duties, or a permanent call
as Senior or Associate Pastor. He is ordained and has over nine years of preaching experience.
Resume and past sermons are available at www.rogermanning.com. Roger lives in Waxahachie
and can be reached at roger@rogermanning.com or at 402-510-3019.

SPEAKER FOR SPECIAL EVENTS
STACIE BOSTIC is available to speak at women’s luncheons, youth retreats, adult conferences,
seminars, Bible studies and other events. She has a powerful testimony that focuses on the art
of surrender, walking by faith and rising above circumstances. Her message resonates with a
wide range of listeners. She has the ability to tailor her message to fit a group’s unique event
theme. Stacie is a member of Liberty, Gun Barrel City. Contact her at claypotministries@outlook.
com or 903-603-8597. You can also view her promo video on Godtube: http://www.godtube.
com/watch/?v=19MMCJNU. Connect with Stacie on Facebook at https: facebook.com/
claypotministries.

AVAILABLE POSITIONS

Fine Church Furniture
since 1939

P.O. Box 157
(1321 Industrial Dr.)
Henderson, TX 75653

903-657-4501

PASTOR—Nat, Cushing is seeking a pastor. Send resume to Nat Baptist Church, ATTN:
David Rideout, P.O. Box 630884, Nacogdoches, Texas 75963, or call 936-569-9983 for more
information. 3/17
PASTOR—New Bethlehem, Cut and Shoot is seeking a pastor. Send resume to George Burks,
5992 Forest Dr., Cleveland, Texas 77328, cherylburks@sbcglobal.net or call 281-659-1970. 2/17
PASTOR—Hill Creek, Whitehouse is seeking a pastor. Send resume and recorded sermon to
Hill Creek Baptist Church, Pastor Search Committee, P.O. Box 1287, Whitehouse, Texas 75791.
PASTOR—Lost Prairie, Groesbeck is seeking a bivocational pastor. Send resume to 514 FM
3371, Groesbeck, Texas 76642. TFN
PASTOR—O’Quinn, Pollok is seeking a full-time pastor. Email resume to MLArnold1860@
yahoo.com or mail to Marilyn Arnold, 6630 FM 843, Pollok, Texas 75969. 6/17
PASTOR—Myrtle Springs, Quitman is seeking a pastor. Send resume to Myrtle Springs
Baptist Church, 2185 FM 2225, Quitman, Texas 75783. TFN
PASTOR—Enon, Iola is seeking a bivocational pastor. Parsonage available. For information,
call 281-731-7850. TFN
PASTOR— First, Rice is seeking a pastor. Send resume to fbcricegale@yahoo.com or call
214-799-9244. TFN

Antioch, Gilmer
Anthony Drive, Ennis
First, Omen
Glade Creek, Gilmer
Jackson, Joaquin
Little Mound, Big Sandy
New Harmony, Tyler
Olde Tyme, White Oak
Pilgrim Rest #2, Golden
Pine Brook, Tyler
Rosewood, Gilmer
Security Calvary, Cleveland

SS

48
64
44
14
76
45
325

WORSHIP
103
107
85
32
109
50
403
56
61
50
238
75

53
28
131
37

JANUARY 22, 2017

ADDITIONS
1 by baptism

2 by baptism

CHURCH

SS

WORSHIP

ADDITIONS

Anthony Drive, Ennis

61

122

Calvary, Ennis
First, Blooming Grove
First, Omen
Glade Creek, Gilmer
Jackson, Joaquin
Little Mound, Big Sandy
New Harmony, Tyler
New Hope, Mineola
Olde Tyme, White Oak
Pilgrim Rest #2, Golden
Pine Brook, Tyler
Piney Creek, Kennard
Rosewood, Gilmer
Security Calvary, Cleveland

21
208
36
17
74
45
303
51

51

8 by letter,
1 by baptism
4 by letter

Antioch, Gilmer

40

103

78
30
147
52
349
95
46
48
50
28
270
65

41
31
13
146
34

JANUARY 29, 2017
CHURCH

Anthony Drive, Ennis
First, Blooming Grove
First, Crandall
First, Omen
First, Palmer
Glade Creek, Gilmer
Jackson, Joaquin
Little Flock, Lufkin
Merriman Hills, Sherman
Nat, Cushing
New Harmony, Tyler
Pilgrim Rest #2, Golden
Rosewood, Gilmer
Security Calvary, Cleveland
Yellowpine Macedonia, Hemphill

SS

59
228
75
41
56
18
56
25
9
18
294
48
127
41
20

WORSHIP
120

102
90
74
33
105
25
28
18
407
54
264
71
24

FEBRUARY 6, 2017
CHURCH

SS

WORSHIP

First, Omen

43

80

First, Palmer
Glade Creek, Gilmer
Jackson, Joaquin
Little Flock, Lufkin
New Hope, Mineola
Olde Tyme, White Oak
Pilgrim Rest #2, Golden
Pine Brook, Tyler
Rosewood, Gilmer
Security Calvary, Cleveland

74
16
64
30
55

99
40
120
40
95
55
55
51
261
58

43
38
148
27

1 by statement
2 by letter

ADDITIONS
2 by statement
1 by baptism

1 by baptism
4 by letter

ADDITIONS

1 by baptism,
2 by letter

1 by statement

3 by baptism

February 2017

| 13

The promises of God
By PAUL GAUNTT
DATE: March 5, 2017
TEXT: Joshua 1: 1-9
INTRODUCTION

Why do you trust someone? Is it because they are big and
strong, and are well able to protect you? Is it because they
have a long history of being totally trustworthy? Is it because
of their undying friendship toward you?
Why do you not trust someone? Is it because you are not
acquainted with them? Perhaps their physical appearance
makes them suspect. Or maybe they have a track record of
not being trustworthy.
Today’s lesson highlights the truth that you can totally rely
in the promises of God. He can be absolutely trusted.

LESSON

1. Joshua could trust in the promises of God because of
God’s emphatic command; “Moses my servant is dead,
now arise (take his place) and go over this Jordan. . .”
2. Joshua could trust in the promises of God because the
issue had already been pre-planned by God. He told
Joshua to go and take “the land which I do give to them,
even to the children of Israel.” verse 2. God told him
in verse 3, concerning the land of Caanan, “that have I
(already) given unto you, as I said to Moses.”
3. Joshua could trust God because of past experience. Verse
5 says, “as I was with Moses, so I will be with thee:”

A Canaanite convert
By PAUL GAUNTT
DATE: March 12, 2017
TEXT: Joshua 2:1-14
INTRODUCTION

God always has a plan - a perfect plan for His children
- whether it is the Israelites in pursuit of a land that God
had promised them, or a young family in the 21st Century
embarking upon that which will lead to their destiny and
life’s calling. God delights to lead His children.

LESSON

1. God commanded the Israelites to scout out the land.
Verse 1 They were not to just charge into Jericho without
pre planning. God had His marching orders. One way
He proved his sovereign control over the situation was
the fact that the people of Jericho were already aware
of God’s hand upon the Israelites. Verse 11 declares
their “hearts did melt, neither did there remain any more
courage in any man…”
2. God often uses the most unlikely means to accomplish
His purpose. Verse 1 Rahab, a prostitute, owned a
dwelling which was built into the outer walls of Jericho.
She provided a hiding place for the Israelite spies.
The fact God was using such a woman to accomplish
His will, was not the unlikely component to the story.
Matthew 1:5 reveals that Rahab is in the lineage of Jesus.
God used a serial killer, Saul of Tarsus, to become the
greatest church planter in history; He used a donkey to speak
to Baalam; He used a little lad’s meager lunch to feed 5,000
people; He showcased a little widow who placed one-fourth
of a cent into the receptacle in the Temple, saying she
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gave more than all the rest. Rather than use man’s astute
intellectual prowess, he uses “the foolishness of preaching” to
get His gospel out.
3. Rahab’s courage and faith belied her reputation. She
said, “For the Lord your God, he is God in heaven above,
and in earth beneath. Because of her kindness to protect
the spies, she and her family survived after Joshua and
the army appeared and attacked the city.
4. Rahab is heralded as a woman of faith. James 2:25
-“Likewise also was not Rahab the harlot justified by
works, when she had received the messengers, and had
sent them out another way?” Rahab appears in the “hall
of faith” in Hebrews 11:31; “By faith the harlot Rahab
perished not with them that believed not, when she had
received the spies with peace.” She did not perform the
deed in order to receive faith — it was her faith which
was born out through her deed.

APPLICATION

If God can use a woman of ill repute to accomplish His
will, He can use you.

Paul Gauntt is the pastor of First, Palmer. He
served for a number of years as the BMA
of Texas Department of Church Ministries
director. He has served several churches as
pastor, and is a correspondent and featured
article writer for Baptist Progress Contact him at pop.gauntt@
gmail.com.

Joshua had to remember the escape across the Red Sea,
the provision of sweet water at Marah; the provision of
manna and quail for sustenance;
4. Joshua could trust God because of His command: “Be
strong and of a good courage.” verse 6; He was to
“do according all that is written therein” in the book of
the law. Prosperity and success would be the results of
obedience to a trustworthy God.

APPLICATION

As Joshua trusted God and arose, taking leadership of
Israel after the death of Moses, so we today, can confidently
claim the promises of God as we seek His direction.

Crossing the Jordan
By PAUL GAUNTT
DATE: March 19, 2017
TEXT: Joshua 3:1-17
God chooses and directs our paths with perfect and
amazing detail as we note the experience of the Israelites
in crossing the Jordan River.
They were to follow the priests bearing the Ark, but not
too close. They were to remain 2000 cubits (a half-mile)
behind. Not only is that divine wisdom, but it’s practical
too. If you follow the car in front of you too closely, there
will be problems when there is a sudden stop. When you
follow your leader too closely, second-guessing his every
turn, you can end up going in the wrong direction.
There are some absolutely valuable truths in this text
concerning God’s leadership. What was experienced by
Joshua and his people as they were crossing the Jordan
River, are lessons for us today who are seeking to know

and to follow God’s plan for our lives.
1. He leads us into uncharted territory: God delights in
leading us into the unfamiliar — 3:4 “. . for ye have
not passed this way before.” When we pass through
the familiar, we tend to exercise human wisdom
rather than ceasing upon God’s divine wisdom.
2. He leads us with His unfailing hand: God promised
to “do great wonders among you.” 3:5 It is not our
strength - and certainly not our flesh which honors
Him — it is His great wonders, which He does
through us. He also told Joshua, “This day will I
begin to magnify thee in the sight of all Israel. .” 3:7
3. He reminds us of the undeniable history of past
blessings: 3:7 “. . .as I was with Moses, so I will be
with thee.” It gives us great comfort and strength
to remember what God had done in the past. David
knew the Lord was with him when he confronted

The commander of the Lord's army
By PAUL GAUNTT
DATE: March 26, 2017
TEXT: Joshua 5:13-15

Joshua 5 reveals that Joshua’s army was virtually in a
state of readiness. A second circumcision was performed
for the second generation of Israelites who were born in
the wilderness. 5:4. Word had reached all the Amorite and
Canaanite kings were stricken with fear when they learned of
God’s demonstrated power among the Israelites.
Then the Lord had relieved the “reproach of Egypt” from
them. Their diet was changed when they began eating “the
fruit of the land of Caanan” as the manna from heaven
ceased.
But although things seemed to be in order for Israel’s
attack, one vital event must occur. Sometimes the pressure to
perform, and the drove of ego, often creates in us an impulse
to get the “show on the road” trying to forge ahead—ahead
of God. But God’s perspective is much different from ours,
and sometimes He illustrates to us just Who is in control.
That necessitated Joshua experiencing what we frequently
call in our day and time, a “come to Jesus meeting.” Some
think this captain of the host of the Lord of verses 13-15
was an angel, but since angels refuse to be worshiped (Rev.
19:10) the captain had to be none other than our blessed Lord
and Savior Jesus Christ.
Joshua, the leader, could have felt that he was totally
prepared and ready to strike. But not until he had bowed
before Almighty God in total praise, worship and forsaking

of self. Before any conquest, or embarking upon a path or
journey, we are never fully prepared until we have taken off
our shoes and planted our feet on holy ground.
Our nation today, may have to come up against an enemy
of truth and justice all things spiritual—that’s why our
commanders must have a meeting with Jesus before hand.
When they do, and God is totally in charge, the citizens of
America may rest assured victory is ours.

the giant Philistine, because he had, in his past, the
experience of slaying a lion and a bear. I Samuel
17:36
4. He often permits us to experience unexpected
turbulence. 3:15 It was not so simple crossing the
Jordan at this time because “Jordan overfloweth all
his banks all the time of harvest.” Sometimes the
path God leads us through is treacherous, but verse
17 declares victory and success when God’s plan is
followed. “. . .and all the Israelites passed over on
dry ground, until all the people were passed clean
over Jordan.”

APPLICATION

Completely depend on God to empower you, to lead
you safely through the turbulence, and He promises He
will bring you through - with victory and blessing.

What every kid needs:
a role model cont.
children, grandchildren or kids in your church were
to emulate your life as closely as Steve DeVore did
professional bowlers, what kind of life performance
would the child turn in? Would the child improve his life
by 115 pins or would they be throwing gutter balls?
If the child acted just as you did, what kind of a person
would they be? What are the things they would value
in life? How would they treat other people? Would they
value a relationship with God? As I’ve thought about
that question it’s prompted me to reexamine the kind of
example I’m giving to my child.
And if we are going to live lives like God, we’re going
to need role models to set the example on how to do it.
Men, I’m here to tell you that you have the potential to
be the greatest role model in the life of a child. There are
three things to model for a child—Jesus, purity and good
speech. Ephesians 5:1-4
Also, men I want ask you to continue supporting
The Moral Action Agency. Dr. Adams plans to visit
Washington DC for the Watchmen on the Wall Conference
the week of May 22-26. Dr. Adams has made plans to
meet with four new US Congressman and four new US
Senators. He will participate in a prayer walk at the US
Capital building. Please consider sending checks to the
Brotherhood t reasurer to help support Moral Action,
which is our Brotherhood project for 2016-2017 year.
God Bless you All!
February 2017
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2017 Camp schedule features
new combo camp
By SCOTT ATTEBERY

T

he 2017 Daniel Springs Camp schedule has been set with an exciting new
addition. The second week of camp, June 20-23, has been transformed from
“Student Camp” to “Combo Camp.”
Camp Director Jason Prewitt explains: “Combo simply refers to combining
two age groups: (4th- 6th grade) and (7th - college). We realize that some churches have
difficulty planning two separate trips to camp each summer for preteens and students. We
believe that by combining the two camps, Preteen Camp and Student Camp, more churches
will be able to attend without having to make two trips.”
For churches who prefer the age-segregated camps, Daniel Springs offers two Preteen
Camps and one Student Camp this summer. “Our Ark-La-Tex Camp has proven that
combining the age groups works well,” says Prewitt. “So, Combo Camp is simply an
attempt to do more of what seems to serve the churches best.”
Every camp week features music, preaching, devotionals, recreation, and meals. For
more information on Daniel Springs, visit danielspringscamp.com or call 903-685-2433. Be
sure to put camp on your summer calendar today!

DANIEL SPRINGS 2017 SCHEDULE
GMA Camp				June 13-16
Combo Camp		
(4th-college)
June 20-23
Preteen Camp 1 		
(4th-6th)		
June 27-30
Preteen Camp 2 		
(4th-6th)		
July 11-14
Ark-La-Tex Camp
(all ages)
July 18-21
Student Camp 		
(7th-college)
July 25-28
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